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Description

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0001]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Publication
No. 4417878
Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent Publication
No. 4561467
Patent Document 3: Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 2010-121514

[0002] US 2010/050757 A1 discloses a method for cal-
culating the efficiency of a DOC comprising the determi-
nation of an upstream and a downstream temperature
during regeneration by hydrocarbon dosage in the ex-
haust flow. The efficiency of the DOC is calculated as
ratio of the integration of the DOC energy release over
regeneration time based on the temperature increase
over the DOC to the integration of the energy input from
fuel injection over regeneration time.
[0003] FR 2 910 535 A1 discloses an exhaust system
with a fuel injector, an oxidation catalyst, upstream and
downstream temperature sensors, a particle filter and a
controller comparing temperature difference over the ox-
idation catalyst with a threshold value to determine injec-
tor malfunction. JP 2010 144626 A discloses an exhaust
purification system with a fuel injector, a DOC, temper-
ature sensors up- and downstream of the DOC, a particle
filter, a DOC oxygen demand calculation means based
on an oxygen sensor and learning means using the dif-
ference between a target injection amount and an actual
injection amount estimated from an oxygen demand for
estimation of DOC deterioration.
[0004] WO2012/047193, which is state of the art pur-
suant to Article 54(3) EPC, discloses a method for mal-
function diagnosis of a hydrocarbon injector in an exhaust
system comprising a hydrocarbon injector, a DOC, tem-
perature sensors up- and downstream of the DOC and
a DPF in a control module establishing a hydrocarbons
combustion energy balance over the DOC using the in-
jected hydrocarbon flow rate, the exhaust gas flow rate
as well as input and output temperatures of the DOC to
determine the DOC efficiency.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0005] Variation in flow rate of the above-described ex-
haust pipe injector is caused by, for example, a clogging
due to a manufacturing variation or aged deterioration of
an injector. If the variation in the flow rate increases, the
exhaust injection amount becomes unstable beyond a
correction limit even though a feedback (FB) control of

injection amount is performed by a temperature of ex-
haust gas, and thus there is a high possibility capable of
not performing a stable temperature control.
[0006] As a result, there is a possibility that the tem-
perature of the exhaust gas becomes unstable and thus
DPF regeneration becomes insufficient. Further, in a
case of using in the rich reduction of the LNT catalyst,
there is also a possibility that the amount of reduction
agents is varied during the rich reduction, resulting in
occurring poor NOx reduction or HC slip.
[0007] The present invention has been designed to
solve these problems, and an object thereof is to provide
a DPF system capable of performing the DPF regener-
ation with a suitable exhaust injection amount even when
the change in the injection amount occurs due to the man-
ufacturing variation or the aged deterioration of the ex-
haust pipe injector.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0008] In order to achieve the above object, there is
provided a DPF system for performing a DPF forcible
regeneration according to claim 1.
[0009] It is preferable that the actual injection amount
diagnosing unit performs an integration by calculating an
actual heat-generation amount of the DOC from a tem-
perature difference between the entrance and the exit of
the DOC and the flow rate of the exhaust gas and per-
forms an integration by calculating an theoretical heat-
generation amount of the DOC from an indication-injec-
tion amount of the exhaust pipe injector to diagnose the
decrease amount in the actual injection amount of the
exhaust pipe injector from integration values of the actual
heat-generation amount and the theoretical heat-gener-
ation amount.
[0010] It is preferable that the injector diagnosing
means corrects the indication-injection amount of the ex-
haust pipe injector based on the decrease amount in the
diagnosed actual injection amount.
[0011] It is preferable that the injector diagnosing
means sets a correction coefficient for correcting the in-
dication-injection amount of the exhaust pipe injector
based on the decrease amount in the diagnosed actual
injection amount and detects a failure of the exhaust pipe
injector when the correction coefficient exceeds a failure
determining threshold value which is previously depos-
ited in a DPF by injecting fuel from an exhaust pipe in-
jector and oxidizing and combusting the injected fuel with
a DOC, the DPF system including: temperature sensors
that are provided on an entrance side and an exit side of
the DOC to detect a DOC entrance temperature and a
DOC exit temperature during the DPF forcible regener-
ation; a SV ratio determining means that determines an
exhaust gas SV ratio by measuring flow rate of exhaust
gas during the DPF forcible regeneration; and an injector
diagnosing means including: a heat-generation region
determining unit to which detection values of the temper-
ature sensors and a determination value of the SV ratio
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determining means are input to determine whether or not
these values are within an theoretical heat-generation
region; and an actual injection amount diagnosing unit
that diagnoses a decrease amount in an actual injection
amount of the exhaust pipe injector, when the detection
values of the temperature sensors and the determination
value of the SV ratio determining means are within the
theoretical heat-generation region.
[0012] It is preferable that the actual injection amount
diagnosing unit performs an integration by calculating an
actual heat-generation amount of the DOC from a tem-
perature difference between the entrance and the exit of
the DOC and the flow rate of the exhaust gas and per-
forms an integration by calculating an theoretical heat-
generation amount of the DOC from an indication-injec-
tion amount of the exhaust pipe injector to diagnose the
decrease amount in the actual injection amount of the
exhaust pipe injector from integration values of the actual
heat-generation amount and the theoretical heat-gener-
ation amount.
[0013] It is preferable that the injector diagnosing
means corrects the indication-injection amount of the ex-
haust pipe injector based on the decrease amount in the
diagnosed actual injection amount.
[0014] It is preferable that the injector diagnosing
means sets a correction coefficient for correcting the in-
dication-injection amount of the exhaust pipe injector
based on the decrease amount in the diagnosed actual
injection amount and detects a failure of the exhaust pipe
injector when the correction coefficient exceeds a failure
determining threshold value which is previously set.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0015] According to the present invention, it is possible
to provide a DPF system capable of performing DPF re-
generation with a suitable exhaust injection amount even
when the change in the injection amount occurs due to
the manufacturing variation or the aged deterioration of
an exhaust pipe injector.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of a DPF system according to the present in-
vention.
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the DPF
system according to the present invention.
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating theoretical heat-gen-
eration regions and heat-generation coefficients of
DOC.

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0017] A preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described below with reference to the draw-

ings.
[0018] Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of a DPF system according to the present em-
bodiment.
[0019] A DPF system 10 according to the present em-
bodiment is equipped with a turbocharger 11 to compress
air inhaled from an air cleaner 12 with a compressor 13
of the turbocharger 11 and feed it to an intake passage
14 by pressure at the same time, resulting in supplying
the air to an engine E from an intake manifold 15 con-
nected to the intake passage 14. The intake passage 14
is provided with an intake valve 16 which adjusts air
masses into the engine E.
[0020] Exhaust gas to be discharged from the engine
E are introduced to a turbine 18 of the turbocharger 11
from an exhaust manifold 17 to drive the turbine 18 and
are exhausted into an exhaust pipe 19.
[0021] The DPF system 10 is provided with an EGR
pipe 20 which allows the intake manifold 15 to be con-
nected to the exhaust manifold 17, an EGR cooler 21
which cools the exhaust gas passing through the EGR
pipe 20, and an EGR valve 22 which adjusts amounts of
the exhaust gas for circulating from the exhaust manifold
17 to the intake manifold 15 to perform an EGR control
that reduces NOx amount of an engine out by circulating
a part of exhaust gas to an intake side.
[0022] A DOC 23 is disposed in the exhaust pipe 19.
Here, an exhaust pipe injector 24 is provided to the ex-
haust pipe 19 on an upstream side of the DOC 23 and a
DPF 25 is provided to the exhaust pipe 19 on a down-
stream side of the DOC 23 to trap PM from the exhaust
gas. In the present invention, moreover, an exhaust gas
purification apparatus for connecting to the exhaust pipe
19 is not limited to the DPF 25, but, for example, an LNT
catalyst or an HC-SCR (HydroCarbon-Selective Catalyt-
ic Reduction) apparatus other than the DPF 25 may be
provided to the exhaust pipe.
[0023] In the exhaust pipe 19, furthermore, tempera-
ture sensors 26 and 27 are provided at an entrance side
(upstream side) and an exit side (downstream side) of
the DOC 23 to detect a DOC entrance temperature Tent
and a DOC exit temperature Tdoc, respectively.
[0024] The engine E, the intake valve 16, the EGR
valve 22, the exhaust pipe injector 24, and the tempera-
ture sensors 26 and 27 are connected to an ECU (Elec-
tronical Control Unit) 28. The ECU 28 controls the oper-
ation of the engine E, the opening degree of the intake
valve 16 and the EGR valve 22, the exhaust pipe injection
of the exhaust pipe injector 24 and the like at the same
time when signals from the temperature sensors 26 and
27 are input. In the ECU 28, additionally, signals from
various sensors (for example, MAF (Mass Air Flow) sen-
sor for detecting inhaled air mass) mounted on a vehicle
are input or failure diagnostics (OBD diagnostics (On-
Board Diagnostics)) and the like of the DOC 23 are per-
formed.
[0025] In the DPF system 10, when the PM deposited
on the DPF 25 becomes more than a certain amount, the
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temperature of the exhaust gas of the engine out is risen
by controlling the engine E and is further risen by injecting
a fuel from the exhaust pipe injector 24 and then com-
busting the fuel using the DOC 23, resulting in performing
DPF forcible regeneration which combusts and removes
the PM with high-temperature exhaust gas.
[0026] At this time, when the injection amount of the
exhaust pipe injector 24 decreases due to manufacturing
variation or aged deterioration, it is concerned that the
temperature of the exhaust gas becomes unstable and
the DPF regeneration is not performed.
[0027] Therefore, in the DPF system 10 according to
the present embodiment, the ECU 28 is equipped with a
SV ratio determining means 29 that determines an ex-
haust gas SV ratio by measuring flow rate V of the ex-
haust gas during the DPF forcible regeneration and an
injector diagnosing means 30 to which an indication-in-
jection amount Qreq of the exhaust pipe injector 24, the
DOC entrance temperature Tent, the DOC exit tempera-
ture Tdoc, and the exhaust gas SV ratio are input to di-
agnose an decrease amount in an actual injection
amount of the exhaust pipe injector 24.
[0028] Furthermore, the injector diagnosing means 30
includes a heat-generation region determining unit 31
that determines whether or not the DOC entrance tem-
perature Tent and the exhaust gas SV ratio are within a
theoretical heat-generation region and an actual injection
amount diagnosing unit 32 that diagnoses the decrease
amount in the actual injection amount of the exhaust pipe
injector 24 when the DOC entrance temperature Tent and
the exhaust gas SV ratio are within the theoretical heat-
generation region (in addition, a theoretical heat-gener-
ation region R will be described later).
[0029] The SV ratio determining means 29 determines
the exhaust gas SV ratio (ratio of the flow rate V of the
exhaust gas to a volume of the DOC 23) of the exhaust
gas by measuring the flow rate V of the exhaust gas from
an input value (intake air mass) of the MAF sensor and
an injection indicating value of an in-cylinder injector.
[0030] The heat-generation region determining unit 31
of the injector diagnosing means 30 is constructed so as
to determine whether or not the DOC entrance temper-
ature Tent and the exhaust gas SV ratio are within the
theoretical heat-generation region R. The theoretical
heat-generation region R is an exhaust gas condition
when fuel added from the exhaust pipe injector 24 is com-
pletely combusted with the DOC 23 and is previously
obtained by a test operation of the DPF system 10.
[0031] Fig. 3 illustrates the relation between the theo-
retical heat-generation region R obtained by the test op-
eration of the DPF system 10 and the temperature (DOC
entrance temperature Tent) of the exhaust gas and the
exhaust gas SV ratio. Under conditions that the DOC
entrance temperature Tent is low and the exhaust gas SV
ratio is high, the exhaust pipe injection fuel is not com-
pletely combusted, and a heat-generation coefficient
(heat-generation amount to exhaust injection amount)
decreases. Meanwhile, under conditions that the DOC

entrance temperature Tent is high and the exhaust gas
SV ratio is low, the exhaust pipe injection fuel is com-
pletely combusted, and a heat-generation coefficient be-
comes one (that is, theoretical heat-generation amount).
In the DPF system 10 according to the present embodi-
ment, the theoretical heat-generation region R is defined
by ranges from 250°C or more to about 323°C or less in
the DOC entrance temperature Tent and from 0 or more
to 25000 or less in the exhaust gas SV ratio. However,
the present invention does not particularly limit a setting
aspect of the theoretical heat-generation region R, and
can appropriately set the theoretical heat-generation re-
gion R according to characteristics of the DOC 23 or con-
figurations of the DPF system 10.
[0032] The actual injection amount diagnosing unit 32
of the injector diagnosing means 30 diagnoses the indi-
cation-injection amount Qreq of the exhaust pipe injector
24, temperature difference ΔT between the DOC en-
trance and exit (that is, temperature difference between
the DOC exit temperature Tdoc and the DOC entrance
temperature Tent), and the decrease amount in the ac-
tual injection amount of the exhaust pipe injector 24 from
the flow rate V of the exhaust gas, when the heat-gen-
eration region determining unit 31 determines that the
DOC entrance temperature Tent and the exhaust gas SV
ratio are within the above-described theoretical heat-
generation region R.
[0033] With respect to a method of diagnosing the de-
crease amount in the actual injection amount by the ac-
tual injection amount diagnosing unit 32, it will now be
described in detail.
[0034] First, the actual injection amount diagnosing
unit 32 reads the flow rate V of the exhaust gas measured
by the SV ratio determining means 29 and calculates an
actual heat-generation amount C1 [J/s] of the DOC 23
by the temperature difference ΔT [K] between the DOC
entrance and exit, the flow rate V [Kg/s] of the exhaust
gas, and a specific heat of the exhaust gas [J/Kg*K] (con-
stant number).
[0035] Actual heat-generation amount C1 [J/s] = tem-
perature difference ΔT [K] between the DOC entrance
and exit * flow rate V [Kg/s] of the exhaust gas * specific
heat of the exhaust gas [J/Kg*K]
[0036] By integrating the calculated actual heat-gen-
eration amount C1, an integration value J1 of the actual
heat-generation amount C1 is calculated.
[0037] At the same time, a theoretical heat-generation
amount C2 is calculated by a low heat-generation amount
38.2 [MJ/L] of light oil and the indication-injection amount
Qreq [L] of the exhaust pipe injector 24, and an integration
value J2 of the theoretical heat-generation amount C2 is
calculated by integrating the theoretical heat-generation
amount C2.
[0038] Theoretical heat-generation amount C2 [J/s] =
low heat-generation amount 38.2 [MJ/L] of light oil * in-
dication-injection amount Qreq [L]
[0039] The actual injection amount diagnosing unit 32
calculates the integration values J1 and J2 of the actual
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heat-generation amount C1 and the theoretical heat-gen-
eration amount C2 when the conditions of the exhaust
gas are within the theoretical heat-generation region R,
but the theoretical heat-generation amount C2 can be
originally obtained on the DOC 23 in this region. Accord-
ingly, if the DOC 23 or the exhaust pipe injector 24 has
no failure, the actual heat-generation amount C1 may
become the value close to the theoretical heat-genera-
tion amount C2.
[0040] However, in a case where there is a gap be-
tween the injection indicating value and the actual value
of the exhaust pipe injector 24 (that is, in a case where
the actual injection amount is decreased from the indi-
cation-injection amount Qreq due to the manufacturing
deviation or the aged deterioration of the exhaust pipe
injector 24), the actual heat-generation amount C1 be-
comes lower than the theoretical heat-generation
amount C2. For example, when the actual value is only
70% with respect to the injection indicating value by clog-
ging the exhaust pipe injector 24, the heat-generation
amount becomes 70%.
[0041] Therefore, the actual injection amount diagnos-
ing unit 32 diagnoses the decrease amount in the actual
injection amount of the exhaust pipe injector 24 from the
integration values J1 and J2 of the calculated actual heat-
generation amount C1 and the theoretical heat-genera-
tion amount C2. In the present embodiment, the decrease
amount in the actual injection amount is estimated as a
ratio (J1 4 J2) of the integration value J1 of the actual
heat-generation amount C1 to the integration value J2 of
the theoretical heat-generation amount C2. The present
invention does not particularly limit the integration time
of the actual heat-generation amount C1 and the theo-
retical heat-generation amount C2, and may appropriate-
ly set the integration time, but the diagnostics may be
instantly stopped in order to prevent an erroneous diag-
nostics when the DOC entrance temperature Tent and
the exhaust gas SV ratio are outside the theoretical heat-
generation region R during the diagnostics (during the
integration).
[0042] In addition, the injector diagnosing means 30
sets a correction coefficient f which corrects the injection
amount of the exhaust pipe injector 24 from the decrease
amount in the actual injection amount diagnosed by the
actual injection amount diagnosing unit 32 to correct the
injection amount of the exhaust pipe injector 24. More
specifically, the correction is performed such that the ac-
tual injection amount increases by setting an inverse
number (that is, "integration value J2 of theoretical heat-
generation amount C2" 4 "integration value J1 of actual
heat-generation amount C1") of the decrease amount in
the actual injection amount to the correction coefficient f
and multiplying the correction coefficient f by the indica-
tion-injection amount Qreq of the exhaust pipe injector
24. The present invention does not limit a correction
method of the indication-injection amount Qreq, and may
gradually perform, for example, the correction of the in-
dication-injection amount Qreq while diagnosing with sev-

eral DPF forcible regeneration in order to further enhance
precision of the correction.
[0043] Furthermore, the injector diagnosing means 30
is configured to detect the failure of the exhaust pipe in-
jector 24 when the correction coefficient f becomes lager
than a failure determining threshold value Fmal which is
previously set. When the injector diagnosing means 30
detects the failure, it may light a warning lamp provided
inside a cabin of the vehicle in order to promote a driver
to clean or replace the exhaust pipe injector 24. The
present invention does not particularly limit the setting
value of the failure determining threshold value Fmal, and
may appropriately change the setting value of the failure
determining threshold value Fmal according to character-
istics of the DOC 23 and the exhaust pipe injector 24 or
configurations of the DPF system 10.
[0044] Moreover, since deterioration of the actual heat-
generation amount C1 may occasionally be caused by
deterioration in catalyst function of the DOC 23, the actual
injection amount diagnosing unit 32 according to the in-
vention is assumed to diagnose the decrease amount in
the actual injection amount from the OBD diagnostics of
the DOC 23 that is taking place in the ECU 28 only when
the DOC 23 is diagnosed to be normal.
[0045] Next, operations of the DPF system 10 will be
described with reference to Fig. 2.
[0046] During the DPF forcible regeneration, the SV
ratio determining means 29 and the injector diagnosing
means 30 provided in the DPF system 10 repeat following
operations.
[0047] First, in step S21, the SV ratio determining
means 29 measures the flow rate V of the exhaust gas
based on the injection indication value of the MAF sensor
and the in-cylinder injector, which is read from the ECU
28, and determines the exhaust gas SV ratio from the
measured value, and then the operation proceeds to step
S22.
[0048] Next, in step S22, the heat-generation region
determining unit 31 of the injector diagnosing means 30
determines whether or not the input value (DOC entrance
temperature Tent) from the temperature sensor 26 and
the determined value (exhaust gas SV ratio) of the SV
ratio determining means 29 are within the theoretical
heat-generation region R. When the DOC entrance tem-
perature Tent and the exhaust gas SV ratio are within the
theoretical heat-generation region R, the operation pro-
ceeds to step S23 in order to diagnose the decrease
amount in the actual injection amount. Meanwhile, When
the DOC entrance temperature Tent and the exhaust gas
SV ratio are not within the theoretical heat-generation
region R, the operation is returned to step S21 since the
decrease amount in the actual injection amount may not
be diagnosed.
[0049] In step S23, the injector diagnosing means 30
determines whether or not the DOC 23 is normal from
the OBD diagnostics of the DOC 23 performed by the
ECU 28. When the DOC 23 is not normal, since the de-
crease amount in the actual injection amount cannot be
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diagnosed, the operation is returned to step S21. Mean-
while, when it determines that the DOC 23 is normal, the
operation proceeds to step S24 in order to diagnose the
decrease amount in the actual injection amount.
[0050] In step S24, the actual injection amount diag-
nosing unit 32 of the injector diagnosing means 30 per-
forms the integration by calculating the actual heat-gen-
eration amount C1 and the theoretical heat-generation
amount C2 of the DOC 23 from the indication-injection
amount Qreq of the exhaust pipe injector 24, the DOC
entrance temperature Tent, the DOC exit temperature
Tdoc, and the flow rate V of the exhaust gas measured
by the SV ratio determining means 29 to diagnose the
decrease amount (J1 4 J2) in the actual injection amount
from the integration values J1 and J2 of these actual heat-
generation amount C1 and the theoretical heat-genera-
tion amount C2.
[0051] Then, in step S25, the injector diagnosing
means 30 sets the correction coefficient f from the de-
crease amount in the actual injection amount diagnosed
by the actual injection amount diagnosing unit 32 to make
the exhaust pipe injection from the exhaust pipe injector
24 with the value obtained by multiplying the set correc-
tion coefficient f by the indication-injection amount Qreq.
In the present embodiment, the correction coefficient f is
set to the inverse number (that is, [integration value J2
of theoretical heat-generation amount C2] 4 [integration
value J1 of actual heat-generation amount C1]) of the
decrease amount in the actual injection amount.
[0052] Then, in step S26, the injector diagnosing
means 30 performs the failure determination of the ex-
haust pipe injector 24 by comparing the correction coef-
ficient f with the failure determining threshold value Fmal.
When the correction coefficient f is no more than the fail-
ure determining threshold value Fmal, the operation is
ended without detecting the failure of the exhaust pipe
injector 24. Meanwhile, when the correction coefficient f
exceeds the failure determining threshold value Fmal, the
operation proceeds to step S27 and is ended by detecting
the failure of the exhaust pipe injector 24. In addition, the
correction coefficient f is reset by an operator after the
cleaning or the replacement of the exhaust pipe injector
24.
[0053] Moreover, when the DOC entrance tempera-
ture Tent and the exhaust gas SV ratio is outside the the-
oretical heat-generation region R during the diagnostics
of the decrease amount in the actual injection amount,
the operation is ended by instantly stopping the diagnos-
tics in order to prevent the erroneous diagnostics.
[0054] In short, the DPF system 10 according to the
present embodiment calculates the actual heat-genera-
tion amount C1 of the DOC 23 by the exhaust pipe injec-
tion and then obtains the ratio (heat-generation coeffi-
cient) to the theoretical heat-generation amount C2 (that
is, theoretical heat-generation amount of light oil) of the
DOC 23 only when the DOC entrance temperature Tent
and the exhaust gas SV ratio is within the theoretical
heat-generation region R to diagnose the decrease

amount in the actual injection amount of the exhaust pipe
injector 24 and perform the failure determination of the
exhaust pipe injector 24 at the same time.
[0055] With this manner, it is possible to perform ex-
actly the diagnostics of the actual injection amount and
the failure determination of the exhaust pipe injector 24
with a simple structure without causing additional costs.
[0056] In the present embodiment, further, the indica-
tion-injection amount Qreq of the exhaust pipe injector 24
is increasingly corrected based on the diagnosed de-
crease amount in the actual injection amount.
[0057] Thus, even though the change in the injection
amount occurs due to the manufacturing variation or the
aged deterioration of the exhaust pipe injector 24, it is
possible to ensure the temperature stability during the
DPF forcible regeneration or the stability in the rich re-
duction of the LNT catalyst.
[0058] The present invention can be modified in vari-
ous ways without being limited to the above embodiment.
[0059] In order to diagnose the decrease amount in
the actual injection amount during the DPF forcible re-
generation, the present embodiment may promptly cor-
rect the indication-injection amount Qreq according to the
results of the diagnostics, but the injector diagnosing
means 30 may continuously perform the integration of
the actual heat-generation amount C1 and the theoretical
heat-generation amount C2 within the theoretical heat-
generation region R until the completion of the DPF for-
cible regeneration and perform the diagnostics after the
DPF forcible regeneration is completed, for example.
Thereby, it is possible to reduce the impact on the diag-
nostics by the disturbance incurred during the DPF for-
cible regeneration, resulting in performing the diagnos-
tics and correction more accurately.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0060]

10 DPF system
23 DOC
24 exhaust pipe injector
26 temperature sensor (entrance side)
27 temperature sensor (exit side)
29 SV ratio determining means
30 injector diagnosing means
31 heat-generation region determining unit
32 actual injection amount diagnosing unit

Claims

1. A DPF system (10) for performing a DPF forcible
regeneration that combusts and removes PMs de-
posited in a DPF (25) by injecting fuel from an ex-
haust pipe injector (24) based on an indication-injec-
tion amount and oxidizing and combusting the inject-
ed fuel with a DOC (23), the DPF system (10) com-
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prising:

temperature sensors (26, 27) that are provided
on an entrance side and an exit side of the DOC
(23) to detect a DOC entrance temperature and
a DOC exit temperature during the DPF forcible
regeneration;
a SV ratio determining means (29) that deter-
mines an exhaust gas SV ratio as ratio of the
flow rate of the exhaust gas to a volume of the
DOC by measuring flow rate of exhaust gas dur-
ing the DPF forcible regeneration; and
an injector diagnosing means (30);
characterized in that the injector diagnosing
means (30) includes:

a heat-generation region determining unit
(31) to which detection values of the tem-
perature sensors (26, 27) and a determina-
tion value of the SV ratio determining means
(29) are input, the heat-generation region
determining unit (31) being adapted to de-
termine whether or not these values are
within an theoretical heat-generation region
(R) in which the fuel added from the exhaust
pipe injector (24) is completely combusted
with the DOC (23), wherein the theoretical
heat-generation region (R) is set based on
the exhaust gas SV ratio and the DOC en-
trance temperature; and
an actual injection amount diagnosing unit
(32) that is adapted to diagnose a decrease
in an actual injection amount of the exhaust
pipe injector from the indication-injection
amount, when the detection values of the
temperature sensors (26, 27) and the de-
termination value of the SV ratio determin-
ing means (29) are within the theoretical
heat-generation region (R) but not when
these values are outside the theoretical
heat-generation region (R).

2. The DPF system (10) according to claim 1, wherein
the actual injection amount diagnosing unit (32) is
adapted to perform an integration by calculating an
actual heat-generation amount of the DOC (23) from
a temperature difference between the entrance and
the exit of the DOC (23) and the flow rate of the ex-
haust gas and to perform an integration by calculat-
ing a theoretical heat-generation amount of the DOC
(23) from the indication-injection amount to diagnose
the decrease amount in the actual injection amount
of the exhaust pipe injector (24) from the indication-
injection amount from integration values of the actual
heat-generation amount and the theoretical heat-
generation amount.

3. The DPF system (10) according to claim 1 or 2,

wherein the injector diagnosing means (30) is adapt-
ed to correct the indication-injection amount based
on the decrease amount in the diagnosed actual in-
jection amount.

4. The DPF system (10) according to any of claims 1
to 3, wherein the injector diagnosing means (30) is
adapted to set a correction coefficient for correcting
the indication-injection amount based on the de-
crease amount in the diagnosed actual injection
amount and to detect a failure of the exhaust pipe
injector (24) when the correction coefficient exceeds
a failure determining threshold value which is previ-
ously set.

Patentansprüche

1. DPF-System (10) zur Durchführung einer DPF-
Zwangsregenerierung, die in einem DPF (25) abge-
lagerte PMs verbrennt und entfernt, indem Kraftstoff
von einem Auspuffrohrinjektor (24) auf Grundlage
einer Soll-Injektionsgröße eingespritzt und der ein-
gespritzte Kraftstoff mit einem DOC (23) oxidiert und
verbrannt wird, wobei das DPF-System (10) um-
fasst:

Temperatursensoren (26, 27), die auf einer Ein-
trittsseite und einer Austrittsseite des DOC (23)
vorgesehen sind, um eine DOC-Eintrittstempe-
ratur und eine DOC-Austrittstemperatur wäh-
rend der DPF-Zwangsregenerierung zu erfas-
sen;
ein SV-Verhältnis-Bestimmungsmittel (29), das
ein Abgas-SV-Verhältnis als Verhältnis der
Flussrate des Abgases zum Volumen des DOC
durch Messen der Flussrate des Abgases wäh-
rend der DPF-Zwangsregenerierung bestimmt;
und
ein Injektordiagnosemittel (30);
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Injektor-
diagnosemittel (30) umfasst:

ein Wärmeerzeugungsbereich-Bestim-
mungsmittel (31), dem Erfassungswerte
der Temperatursensoren (26, 27) und ein
Bestimmungswert des SV-Verhältnis-Be-
stimmungsmittels (29) zugeführt werden,
wobei die Wärmeerzeugungsbereich-Be-
stimmungseinheit (31) angepasst ist, zu be-
stimmen, ob diese Werte innerhalb eines
theoretischen Wärmeerzeugungsbereichs
(R) sind, in dem der von dem Auspuffrohr-
injektor (24) zugegebene Kraftstoff mit dem
DOC (23) vollständig verbrannt wird, wobei
der theoretische Wärmeerzeugungsbe-
reich (R) auf Grundlage des Abgas-SV-Ver-
hältnisses und der DOC-Eintrittstemperatur
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eingestellt ist; und
eine Ist-Injektionsgröße-Diagnoseeinheit
(32), die angepasst ist, eine Abnahme einer
Ist-Injektionsgröße des Auspuffrohrinjek-
tors gegenüber der Soll-Injektionsgröße zu
diagnostizieren, wenn die Erfassungswerte
der Temperatursensoren (26, 27) und der
Bestimmungswert des SV-Verhältnis-Be-
stimmungsmittels (29) innerhalb des theo-
retischen Wärmeerzeugungsbereichs (R)
sind, jedoch nicht, wenn diese Werte außer-
halb des theoretischen Wärmeerzeugungs-
bereichs (R) sind.

2. DPF-System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Ist-
Injektionsgröße-Diagnoseeinheit (32) angepasst ist,
eine Integration durch Berechnen einer Ist-Wär-
meerzeugungsgröße des DOC (23) aus einer Tem-
peraturdifferenz zwischen dem Eintritt und dem Aus-
tritt des DOC (23) und der Flussrate des Abgases
durchzuführen und eine Integration durch Berech-
nen einer theoretischen Wärmeerzeugungsgröße
des DOC (23) aus der Soll-Injektionsgröße durchzu-
führen, um die Abnahmegröße der Ist-Injektionsgrö-
ße des Auspuffrohrinjektors (24) gegenüber der Soll-
Injektionsgröße aus Integrationswerten der Ist-Wär-
meerzeugungsgröße und der theoretischen Wär-
meerzeugungsgröße zu diagnostizieren.

3. DPF-System (10) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
das Injektordiagnosemittel (30) angepasst ist, die
Soll-Injektionsgröße auf Grundlage der Abnahme-
größe der diagnostizierten Ist-Injektionsgröße zu
korrigieren.

4. DPF-System (10) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
3, wobei das Injektordiagnosemittel (30) angepasst
ist, einen Korrekturkoeffizienten zur Korrektur der
Soll-Injektionsgröße auf Grundlage der Abnahme-
größe der diagnostizierten Ist-Injektionsgröße ein-
zustellen und eine Störung des Auspuffrohrinjektors
(24) zu erfassen, wenn der Korrekturkoeffizient ei-
nen zuvor eingestellten Störungsbestimmungs-
schwellwert übersteigt.

Revendications

1. Système (10) de filtre à particules diesel (FPD) per-
mettant de réaliser une régénération forcée de FPD
qui brûle et élimine les matières particulaires (MP)
déposées dans un FPD (25) par injection de carbu-
rant à partir d’un injecteur de tuyau d’échappement
(24) en se fondant sur une quantité d’injection indi-
quée et par oxydation et brûlage du carburant injecté
à l’aide d’un catalyseur d’oxydation diesel (COD)
(23), le système (10) de FPD comprenant :

des capteurs de température (26, 27) qui sont
disposés à l’entrée et à la sortie du COD (23)
afin de mesurer la température d’entrée du COD
et la température à la sortie du COD pendant la
régénération forcée du FPD ;
des moyens de détermination d’un rapport sur-
face sur volume (SV) (29) qui détermine un rap-
port SV de gaz d’échappement comme étant le
rapport du débit de gaz d’échappement sur un
volume du COD, en mesurant le débit du gaz
d’échappement pendant la régénération forcée
du FPD ; et
des moyens de diagnostic d’injecteur (30)
caractérisé en ce que les moyens de diagnos-
tic d’injecteur (30) comprennent :

- une unité de détermination de la région de
génération de chaleur (31) dans laquelle
sont entrées les valeurs de détection des
capteurs de température (26, 27) et une va-
leur de détermination du moyen de déter-
mination du rapport SV (29), l’unité de dé-
termination de la région de génération de
chaleur (31) étant conçue pour déterminer
si oui ou non ces valeurs se trouvent au sein
d’une région de génération de chaleur théo-
rique (R) dans laquelle le carburant ajouté
à partir de l’injecteur de tuyau d’échappe-
ment (24) est totalement brûlé avec le COD
(23), dans lequel la région de génération de
chaleur théorique (R) est définie en se fon-
dant sur le rapport SV et la température à
l’entrée du COD ; et
une unité de diagnostic de la quantité d’in-
jection réelle (32) qui est conçue pour dia-
gnostiquer une diminution d’une quantité
d’injection réelle de l’injecteur de tuyau
d’échappement à partir de la quantité d’in-
jection indiquée, lorsque les valeurs détec-
tées par les capteurs de température (26,
27) et la valeur déterminée par le moyen de
détermination du rapport SV (29) se trou-
vent au sein de la région de génération de
chaleur théorique (R) mais pas lorsque ces
valeurs se trouvent à l’extérieur de la région
de génération de chaleur théorique (R).

2. Système (10) de FPD selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’unité de diagnostic de la quantité d’injection
réelle (32) est conçue pour effectuer une intégration
en calculant une quantité de génération de chaleur
réelle du COD (23) à partir d’une différence de tem-
pérature entre l’entrée et la sortie du COD (23) et du
débit du gaz d’échappement et pour effectuer une
intégration en calculant une quantité de génération
de chaleur théorique du COD (23) à partir de la quan-
tité d’injection indiquée afin de diagnostiquer la ré-
duction dans la quantité d’injection réelle de l’injec-
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teur de tuyau d’échappement (24) à partir de la quan-
tité d’injection indiquée à partir des valeurs d’inté-
gration de la quantité de génération de chaleur réelle
et de la quantité de génération de chaleur théorique.

3. Système (10) de FPD selon les revendications 1 ou
2, dans lequel le moyen de diagnostic d’injecteur (30)
est conçu pour corriger la quantité d’injection indi-
quée en se fondant sur la réduction de la quantité
d’injection réelle diagnostiquée.

4. Système (10) de FPD selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel le moyen de dia-
gnostic d’injecteur (30) est conçu pour définir un
coefficient de correction afin de corriger la quantité
d’injection indiquée en se fondant sur la réduction
de la quantité d’injection réelle diagnostiquée et de
détecter une panne de l’injecteur de tuyau d’échap-
pement (24) lorsque le coefficient de correction est
supérieur à une valeur seuil de détermination de
panne qui est définie préalablement.
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