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Description
Technical Field
[0001] The present invention relates to a beverage filling apparatus.
Background Art

[0002] As a conventional beverage filling apparatus, there is known an apparatus provided with a molding section for
molding a bottle from a preform by means of blow molding, a sterilization section for sterilizing the bottle molded in the
molding section by mist of hydrogen peroxide, air-rinse section for performing air-rinse treatment to the bottle sterilized
in the sterilization section, and a filling section for filling, with beverage, the bottle subjected to the air-rinse treatment in
the air-rinse section and then sealing the bottle, these sections being continuously coupled.

[0003] The apparatus is also provided with drive means for continuously traveling the bottle from the molding section
to the filling section through the sterilization section and the air-rinse section, and a portion extending from the molding
section to the filling section is covered by a chamber. According to the beverage filling apparatus mentioned above, the
sterilization effect to the bottle by the mist of the hydrogen peroxide generated by utilizing heat added in the bottle molding
process (for example, refer to Patent literature 1).

[0004] In addition, there is also known an apparatus in which a bottle molding section and a beverage filling section
are coupled and covered by a clean room, and a sterilization section is eliminated by supplying a preform in an aseptic
state to the molding section (for example, refer to Patent literature 2).

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No. 2006-111295
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent Laid-open HEI 11-291331.

Disclosure of the Invention
Problems to be solved by the Invention
[0005] The conventional beverage filling apparatus involve the following problems.

(1) A process or treatment from the bottle molding process to the beverage filling process through the bottle steri-
lization process by the hydrogen peroxide can be continuously performed. However, since all the molded bottles
are fed to the sterilization process and the filling process, there is a fear that beverage may fill even defective bottles,
which may be then delivered. For example, in a case where the bottles heated to an insufficient temperature are
fed to the sterilization process, the sterilization may be incompletely performed, and such defective bottles are filled
with the beverage and then delivered. In addition, there is also a fear that damaged bottles filled with the beverage
may be delivered.

(2) At a time when the bottles are sterilized and filled with beverage while conveying the bottles, shell portions of
the bottles may be contacted to each other, and because of this reason, the hydrogen peroxide may insufficiently
adhere to the shell portions of the bottles, which results in defective sterilization of the bottles or damage may be
caused to the bottles.

(3) In the conventional beverage filling apparatus, the bottle traveling means is constructed by train or row of wheels
and/or turntables, and for example, if any trouble is caused to the bottle molding section, all the wheels and the
turntables in the beverage filling apparatus are stopped. However, if all the wheels and the turntables are stopped
in operations, normally molded bottles stay in the sterilization section, so that the hydrogen peroxide excessively
adheres to the bottles, which may produce defective bottles. Therefore, if the traveling means is stopped by any
trouble, all the bottles including normal and defective ones in the beverage filling apparatus will have to be disposed
of, thus providing a problem.

(4) In the conventional beverage filling apparatus, since the bottle passes in front of a nozzle through which the
hydrogen peroxide mist is ejected, there may cause a case where the mist does not spread to every corner portion
of the bottle. Particularly, the mist hardly adheres to the bottom portion inside the bottle and insufficient sterilization
may be performed to this portion. In order to obviate such defect, in the conventional technology, a plurality of
nozzles is arranged along the bottle conveying path to eject a large amount of mists. In such technology, however,
a large volume of hydrogen peroxide may be consumed, thus providing a problem.

In addition, in a case where the travelling speed for feeding the bottles is increased forincreasing production efficiency
of aseptic packages, it becomes necessary to increase flow rate of the mist, which will result in further increasing
of the consumption of the hydrogen peroxide. Although this problem may be considered to be solved by blowing
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the mist into the bottle while following the nozzle to the bottle, if the nozzle ejecting the mist is moved, the mist is
liable to be condensed during the flowing from a mist generating device to the nozzle, and the condensed hydrogen
peroxide may drop on the bottle, thus also providing a problem.

Although the condensation may not occur by lowering the concentration of the hydrogen peroxide, in such case,
the sterilization effect may be degraded, thus also providing a problem.

(5) In order to enhance the bottle sterilization effect by applying the hydrogen peroxide mist, it may be desirable to
preheat the bottle. However, according to a mold for molding the bottle, there may cause a case where the bottle
bottom portion is excessively cooled, and in such occasion, insufficiently sterilized bottles may be produced. Such
phenomenon is not limited to a case of utilizing a remaining heat in the molding process and may be caused in a
case where hot air is blown to a pre-molded bottle, or a bottle is preliminarily heated by approaching a heater to the
bottle.

(6) In the conventional beverage filling apparatus, mist of a sterilization agent such as hydrogen peroxide is ejected
toward the bottle. However, in such technology, the mist adheres to various components or parts of the beverage
filing apparatus and hence corrodes and damages them, thus providing a problem.

(7) Inthe conventional beveragefilling apparatus, although the sterilization performance is enhanced by, forexample,
utilizing remaining heat in the bottle molding process, heat is easily removed in contact to a guide or like members
of the wheel during the bottle conveyance, which may deteriorate the sterilization performance.

[0006] Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide a beverage filling apparatus capable of solving the
problems encountered in the conventional art mentioned above.

Means for solving the Problems

[0007] In order to solve the above problems, a beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1 is provided. Some
exemplary embodiments are described in the dependent claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings
[0008]

[Fig. 1] is a front view of a bottle as a beverage packaging material manufactured by a beverage filling apparatus
according to the present invention.

[Fig. 2] is a plan view schematically showing a beverage filling apparatus according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.

[Fig. 3A] is a view representing a supply process of a preform to the beverage filling apparatus.

[Fig. 3B] is a view representing a supply process of the preform to a molding portion.

[Fig. 3C] is a view representing a heating process of the preform.

[Fig. 3D] is a view representing a blow molding process.

[Fig. 3E] is a view representing a discharge process for taking out a bottle from a molding mold.

[Fig. 3F] is a view representing a gripping a neck portion of the bottle by means of gripper.

[Fig. 3G] is a view representing a bottle shell inspection process.

[Fig. 3H] is a view representing a bottle temperature inspection process.

[Fig. 31] is a view representing a bottle support ring inspection process.

[Fig. 3J] is a view representing an inspection process for inspecting a top face of the neck portion of the bottle.
[Fig. 3K] is a view representing a bottle bottom portion inspection process.

[Fig. 3L] is a view representing a bottle sterilization process by using condensed mist of hydrogen peroxide.

[Fig. 3M] is a view representing a bottle air-rinsing process.

[Fig. 3N] is a view representing a beverage filling process.

[Fig. 30] is a view representing a sealing process by means of capping.

[Fig. 4] is a plan view schematically showing a gripper, together with a wheel, for conveying the bottle.

[Fig. 5] is an enlarged view of an inspection portion in Fig. 2.

[Fig. 6] is a view showing a portion arrowed with VI-VI line in Fig. 5.

[Fig. 7]is a plan view schematically showing a gripper, together with a wheel, provided with interference prevention
means.

[Fig. 8] is a plan view schematically showing a gripper, together with a wheel, provided with a defective bottle
removing means.

[Fig. 9A] is a side view showing the defective bottle removing means in a non-operative state.

[Fig. 9B] is a side view showing the defective bottle removing means in an operating state.
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[Fig. 10] is a front view of a mist generation device which is partially cut away.

[Fig. 11] is a front view of an air-rinse device which is partially cut away.

[Fig. 12] is an explanation view showing positive pressure creating means and shown from arrowed direction XII-
Xll'in Figs. 2 and 13.

[Fig. 13] is a plan view representing a beverage filling apparatus according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.

[Fig. 14A] is a view representing an air-rinsing process performed by the beverage filling apparatus shown in Fig. 13.
[Fig. 14B] is a view representing a hot water rinsing process performed by the beverage filling apparatus shown in
Fig. 13.

[Fig. 15A] is a plan view showing an opened state of a pair of clamping pieces of the gripper which inverts the bottle
upside down.

[Fig. 15B] is a plan view showing a closed state of a pair of clamping pieces of the gripper which inverts the bottle
upside down.

[Fig. 16] is partially cutaway view showing a cam device for turning upside down the gripper shown in Figs. 15A and
15B.

[Fig. 17]is a plan view of the air-rinse device, partially cut away, of the beverage filling apparatus shown in Fig. 13.
[Fig. 18] is a schematic plan view, like Fig. 7, representing another example of the interference prevention means.
[Fig. 19] is a schematic elevational view representing a further example of the interference prevention means.
[Fig. 20A] is a view representing a blow molding process in a beverage filling method relating to a third embodiment
of the present invention.

[Fig. 20B] is a view representing a bottle temperature inspection process.

[Fig. 20C] is a view representing a bottle sterilization process by means of condensed mist of hydrogen peroxide.
[Fig. 20D] is a view representing a bottle air-rinsing process.

[Fig. 20E] is a view representing a bottle hot water rinsing process.

[Fig. 21] is a schematic plan view representing a beverage filling apparatus according to a third embodiment of the
present invention.

[Fig. 22] is a schematic plan view representing a beverage filling apparatus according to a fourth embodiment of
the present invention.

[Fig. 23] is a schematic plan view representing a beverage filling apparatus according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention.

Explanation of Reference Numeral

[0009]

1 --- bottle

1a --- neck portion of bottle
1d --- top face

5 --- support ring

6 --- preform

7 --- molding section

8 --- inspection section
8a, 9a --- chamber

9 --- sterilization section
10 --- filling section

14a --- turntable

19a, 19b, 36a --- wheel
28, 37 --- gripper

42 --- piston ring

45, 48, 50, 52 --- camera
46 --- temperature sensor
53a --- movable cam

85 --- blower

79 --- atmosphere shutoff chamber
90 --- air nozzle

96 --- air-rinse section

97 --- heater

a --- beverage
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w --- hot water

o --- hydrogen peroxide condensed mist
B --- hydrogen peroxide gas

y --- aseptic hot air

S1 --- servo-motor

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention
[0010] Hereunder, exemplary modes for embodying the present invention will be described.
[First Embodiment 1]

[0011] First, a beverage packaging body manufactured by a beverage filling apparatus of the present invention will
be described. The beverage packaging body is provided, as shown in Fig. 1, with a bottle 1 as a container and a cap 2
as a lid. In Fig. 1, a letter "a" denotes a beverage filling the bottle 1.

[0012] The bottle 1 has a shell portion substantially in a circularly cylindrical shape, but another cylindrical shape may
be adopted. A bottom portion of the shell portion is closed and a neck portion 1a having a circular opening is formed to
an upper portion of the shell portion.

[0013] The neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 is formed with a male threaded portion 3 and, on the other hand, a female
threaded portion 4 is formed to the cap 2. When these male and female threaded portions 3 and 4 are screw-engaged,
the opening of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1is sealed. Furthermore, the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 is provided
with a support ring 5 below the male threaded portion 4, and as mentioned hereinafter, the bottle 1 is held by the gripper
through the support ring 5 and travelled in the beverage filling apparatus.

[0014] The bottle 1 is formed by blow-molding a PET preform 6 having an approximately test tube as mentioned
hereinafter. However, the bottle 1 may be formed from a resin material such as polypropylene or polyethylene other
than the PET. The preform 6 is molded through an injection molding process or like and is provided with a test tube
shaped body portion and a neck portion 1a like that of the bottle 1. This neck portion 1a is formed with the male threaded
portion at the same time of the formation of the preform 6.

[0015] The cap 2 is formed of a resin such as polyethylene or polypropylene through the injection molding process,
and the female threaded portion 4 is also formed at the same time of the molding of the cap 2.

[0016] The beverage filling apparatus for filling the bottle 1 with beverage "a" will be explained hereunder.

[0017] As shown in Fig. 2, this beverage filling apparatus is provided with a molding section 1 for molding the bottle
1, an inspection section 8 for inspecting the molded bottle 1, a sterilization section 9 for sterilizing the bottle 1, an air-
rinse section 96 for air-rinsing the bottle 1, and a beverage filling section 10 for filling the bottle 1 with the beverage "a"
and sealing the same.

[0018] The bottle molding section 7 is entirely covered with a chamber 7a, which is provided with a supply port for the
preform 6 and a discharge port for the bottle 1.

[0019] A preform supply machine 11 is installed near the chamber 7a of the molding section 7. A plurality of preforms
6, each shown in Fig. 3A, is charged into the preform supply machine 11. The preform supply machine 11 serves to
supply the preforms 6 one by one by a preform conveyer 12 into the molding section 7 through the supply port in a
standing attitude with the neck portion 1a directed upward as shown in Fig. 3A.

[0020] Since the preform supply machine is per-se known machine, details thereof are omitted herein.

[0021] Asshownin Fig. 2, within the chamber 7a of the molding section 7, there are arranged an upstream side wheel
row, a downstream side wheel row, and a turntable row disposed between the upstream side and downstream side
wheel rows.

[0022] The upstream side wheel row includes a stating end wheel 13a, as a horizontal wheel, connected to the preform
conveyer 12. A plurality of grippers, not shown, for gripping the neck portions 1a of the preforms 6 are arranged at a
constant pitch around the starting end wheel 13a. These grippers are rotated in accordance with the rotation of the
starting end wheel 13a, and each of the preforms 6 supplied from the preform conveyer 12 is gripped at a portion near
the support ring 5 by the gripper and is then conveyed to an intermediate wheel 13b.

[0023] The intermediate wheel 13b is arranged in a standing attitude, and a number of forks, not shown, are disposed
at a constant pitch around the intermediate wheel 13b. This intermediate wheel 13b serves to rotate the preform 6 in an
inverted state by rotating upward the preform after receiving the preform in a manner such that the forks of the intermediate
wheel 13b clamp the preform 6 gripped by the gripper of the starting end wheel 13a at a portion lower than the support
ring 5. The final end wheel 13c is a horizontal wheel having a gripper as like as the starting end wheel 13a, and the
preform 6 inverted by the intermediate wheel 13b is gripped and received by the gripper.

[0024] The row of the turntables includes annularly arranged six turntables 14a, 14b, 14c, 14d, 14e and 14f, between
which an endless chain 15 is stretched. The endless chain 15 extends and forms a circular path around the third turntable
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14c. Such extended circular portion of the chain 15 travels in the heating chamber 16 disposed inside the chamber 7a.
This chain 15 continuously runs in one direction shown with an arrow in Fig. 2 together with the first to six turntables
14a, 14b, 14c, 14d, 14e and 14f.

[0025] A number of mandrels 17 are coupled with the chain 15 at constant pitch as shown in Fig. 3B. The mandrel 17
may travel in an inverted attitude on the turntables 14a to 14f while being pulled by the chain 15. Further, the mandrel
17 is supported on the chain 15 to be rotatable around its axis.

[0026] The first turntable 14a is coupled with the final end wheel 13c in the upstream side wheel row, and the mandrel
17 enters, as shown in Fig. 3B, the neck portion of the inverted preform 6 held by the gripper of the final end wheel 13c
and then receives the preform 6.

[0027] As shown in Fig. 3C, a heater 16a is mounted on a wall surface of the heating chamber 16. The mandrel 17
receiving the preform 6 travels along the heater 16c¢ in the heating chamber 16, and the preform 6 held by the mandrel
17 is heated by the heater 16a as shown in Fig. 3C. According to this heating, the temperature of the preform 6 increases
to a temperature by which the blow molding can be performed. The respective mandrels 17 revolve together with the
preforms 6 during their running by the contact of flanged portions thereof to rails, not shown. Therefore, a portion of the
preform 6 lower than the neck portion 1a thereof is heated more uniformly.

[0028] Around the fifth turntable 14e, a number of blow molding molds 18 are disposed at constant pitch. The blow
molding molds 18 are rotatable in accordance with the rotation of the fifth turntable 14e.

[0029] The blow molding mold 18 is splittable into a lateral pair of halves, and when the heated preform 6 is transferred
from the fourth turntable 14d, the split blow molding mold halves camp the preform 6 together with the mandrel 17 as
shown in Fig. 3D while rotating around the fifth turntable 14e. A through hole is formed at the central portion of the
mandrel 17, and a blow nozzle 19 is inserted into this through hole toward the preform 6. Then, the bottle 1 is molded
inside the mold 18 by blowing gas such as air into the preform 6 from the blow nozzle 19.

[0030] The splittable blow molding mold 18 is opened when approaching the sixth turntable 14f to thereby release the
bottle 1. The bottle 1 released from the blow molding mold 18 is fed to the first turntable 14a through the sixth turntable
14f in a state being held by the mandrel 17 as shown in Fig. 3E.

[0031] The starting end wheel 19a in the downstream side wheel row is connected to the first turntable 14a mentioned
above, and the final end wheel 19b contacts a discharge port of the chamber 7a of the molding portion 7.

[0032] When the bottle 1 held by the mandrel 17 reaches, the starting end wheel 19a grips the bottle 1 by the gripper
90 as shown in Fig. 3F and pulls off the bottle from the mandrel 17, and thereafter, the bottle 1 is inverted vertically so
as to take a normal standing attitude.

[0033] The final end wheel 19b has a gripper 28 as shown in Fig. 4. This gripper 28 is provided with a pair of clamp
pieces 28a, 28b claming the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 from the outer side thereof. The paired clamp pieces 28a
and 28b are formed with base portions, respectively, which are supported by vertical pins to be rotatable. Further, a pair
of gears 30a, 30b which are engageable with each other are fixed to the base portions through the vertical pins. In
addition, one of the gears 30b is coupled with a cam follower 31a through a lever 31, and the other one of the gears 30a
is coupled with the wheel 19b through a lever 32 and a spring 33. According to pulling force of the spring 33, a pair of
clamp pieces 30a and 30b are always urged in a direction to be opened. Further, a cam 34 to which the cam follower
is contacted is fixed to a frame, not shown, inside the wheel 19b.

[0034] Accordingly, when the wheel 19 is rotated, the gripper 28 serves to open the paired clamp pieces 28a and 28b
through the sliding motion between the cam follower 31a and the cam 34 to thereby receive and then clamp the neck
portion 1a of the bottle 1 from the gripper 28, and then the gripper 1 is turned toward the next inspection section 8 while
maintaining the suspended state of the bottle 1. When the gripper 28 reaches to the inspection section 8, the paired
clamp pieces 28a and 28b are opened by the sliding motion between the cam follower 31a and the cam 34 and transfer
the bottle 1 to the wheel row on the inspection section side.

[0035] When the gripper 28 of the final end wheel 19b receives the bottle 1 from the gripping member 98 of the start
end wheel 19a, the gripper 28 grips the bottle 1 at a portion below the support ring 5 of the neck portion 1a of the bottle
1 as shown in Fig. 6, and the bottle 1 is conveyed in this state.

[0036] As shown in Fig. 2, the bottle inspection section 8 is connected to the bottle molding section 7. This inspection
section 8 is entirely covered by the chamber 8a. As shown in Fig. 12, a bottle passing port 35a is formed to the partition
wall 35 disposed between the molding section 7 and the chamber 7a thereof.

[0037] AsshowninFig. 2, the wheel row to be coupled with the final end wheel 19b as a travelling means of the bottle
1 on the molding section side is connected to the inside of the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8. More specifically,
this wheel row includes three wheels 36a, 36b 36¢, and a bottle travelling path is set to the outer peripheries of these
wheels. Further, grippers 28 having the same structure of the gripper 28 of the final end wheel 19b is disposed around
to each of these three wheels 36a, 36b and 36¢. These grippers 28 grip the neck portions 1a of the bottles 1 around the
wheels 36a, 36b and 36c¢, respectively, and then turn around, and during this motion, the bottle 1 is transferred to the
final end wheel 36¢ from the start end wheel 36a through the intermediate wheel 36b. Thus, the bottles 1 continuously
travel on the travelling path around the wheels 36a, 36b and 36¢ in the inspection section 8 from the final end wheel
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19b in the molding section 7. During this travelling, since the clamp pieces 28a and 28b clamp the neck portion 1a of
the bottle 1, the bottle 1 is conveyed in the suspended state. As shown in Fig. 6, the gripper 28 grips the neck portion
1a of the bottle 1 at a portion above the support ring 5 at the start end wheel 36a, grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle
1 at a portion below the support ring 5 at the intermediate wheel 36b, and grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 at a
portion above the support ring 5 at the final end wheel 36¢, and in this manner, the bottle 1 is conveyed in the inspection
section 8 from the upstream side toward the downstream side.

[0038] Gripper interference preventing means is disposed to the start end wheel 36a in the inspection section 8
contacting to the final end wheel 19b on the bottle molding section 7 side for the purpose of preventing interference
between the gripper 28 mounted to the final end wheel 19b on the molding section side and the gripper 28 of the start
end wheel 36a of the inspection section side at a time when the turntable or wheel on the bottle molding section side is
emergently stopped.

[0039] Asshownin Fig. 7, a gripper 37 of the start end wheel 36a in the inspection section 8 has a structure different
from the gripper 28 because of the provision of the gripper interference preventing means.

[0040] Thatis, as shown in Fig. 7, a plurality of grippers 37 are mounted to the start end wheel 36a in the inspection
section 8 at a predetermined pitch, and each of the grippers 37 has a pair of clamp pieces 37a and 37b for clamping
the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 from the outer side thereof, and base portions of the paired clamp pieces 37a, 37b
are supported to be pivotal to the wheel 36a by means of vertical pins, respectively, and a pair of mesh gears 38a and
38b are fixed to the base portions of these clamp pieces 37am 37a by means of vertical pins.

[0041] Furthermore, a cam follower 39a is coupled with one of the gears 38a through one end of a lever 39, and one
of the clamp pieces 37a is coupled with the other end of the lever 39 opposing to the cam follower 39a through a pin
40a and a circular-arc-shaped slot 40b. On the other hand, the other clamp piece 37b is formed integrally with the other
gear 38b, and the clamp piece 37b is coupled with a piston rod 42a of a piston-cylinder assembly 42 through a pin 41a
and a circular-arc-shaped slot 41b. The piston-cylinder assembly 42 is supported by the wheel 36a. A torsion spring,
not shown, is disposed between the gears 38a, 38b and the wheel 36a, and a pair of clamp pieces 37a and 37b is always
urged in the closing direction by the twisting force of the torsion spring. Further, the cam follower 39a is also always
pushed against the cam 43.

[0042] According to the structure or arrangement mentioned above, when the start end wheel on the inspection side
is rotated, the gripper 37 opens the paired clamp pieces 37a and 37b and receives the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1
from the gripper 28 of the final end wheel on the molding section side. Thereafter, the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 is
clamped and turned with the bottle 1 being maintained in its suspended state. The clamp pieces 37a and 37b are rotated
in the opening direction against the twisting force of the torsion spring, and in this instance, the respective pins 40a and
41a are slid in the circular-arc-shaped slits 40b and 41b, respectively.

[0043] By the way, there may be caused a case where some abnormality is caused on the side of the molding section
7, and the turntable row or wheel row is emergently stopped. In such occasion, as shown in Fig. 7, the piston rod 42a
of the piston-cylinder assembly 42 is contracted, thereby widening the closed paired clamp pieces 37a and 37b to about
180 degrees opened position. Accordingly, the interference between the gripper 28 mounted to the final end wheel 19b
on the molding section side and the gripper 37 mounted to the start end wheel 36a can be prevented from causing. In
this case, the start end wheel 36a and the subsequent wheel row of the wheel 36b are being rotated, so that the bottle
1 introduced into the inspection section 8 is continuously travelled toward the downstream side.

[0044] Further, the gripper interference preventing means is not limited to the structure mentioned above, and as
shown in Fig. 18, there may be adopted a slide structure in which the gripper 37 is reciprocally slid in the radial direction
of the wheel 36a. In Fig. 18, reference numeral 99 denotes a holding member holding the gripper 37, and a piston rod
100a of a piston-cylinder assembly 100 is connected to the holding member 99. The piston-cylinder assembly 100 is
fixed to the wheel 36a along the radial direction thereof.

[0045] In an occasion in which when any abnormal event is generated on the molding section side and the turntable
row and the wheel row on the molding section side are emergently stopped, as shown in Fig. 18, the piston rod 100a of
the piston-cylinder assembly 100 is contracted and the gripper 37, which protrudes outward in the radial direction of the
wheel 3643, is pulled inward in the radial direction. According to such motion, the interference between the gripper 28
mounted to the final end side wheel 19b on the molding section side and the gripper 37 of the start end wheel 36a on
the inspection section side can be prevented.

[0046] Further, for the gripper interference preventing means shown in Fig. 18, when the piston rod 100a is contracted,
the cam 43 operating for opening or closing the paired clamp pieces 37a, 37b of the gripper 37 is moved in the axial
direction of the wheel 36a by an actuation of another piston-cylinder assembly, for example, and accordingly, the cam
43 is moved so as to escape to a position not abutting against the cam follower 39a.

[0047] Further, as the gripper interference preventing means, as shown in Fig. 19, a rotating mechanism for rotating
the gripper 37 in the vertical direction of the wheel 36a may be employed. The gripper 37 is coupled with a hinge 101
to be rotatable in the vertical direction with respect to the wheel 36a and is then coupled with a wheel 103 which is
integrally rotatable with the wheel 36a through a piston-cylinder assembly 102.
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[0048] In an occasion in which when any abnormal event is generated on the molding section side and the turntable
row and the wheel row on the molding section side are emergently stopped, as shown in Fig. 22, the piston rod 102a of
the piston-cylinder assembly 102 is expanded and the gripper 37, which protrudes outward in the radial direction of the
wheel 36a, is rotated downward as the hinge 101 being a fulcrum point. According to this motion, the interference
between the gripper 28 mounted to the final end side wheel 19b on the molding section side and the gripper 37 of the
start end wheel 36a on the inspection section side can be prevented. Further, in Fig. 19, reference numeral 104 denotes
a machine table supporting a swivelling shaft 105 of the wheels 36a and 103.

[0049] Further, in the embodiment described above, the structure in which the gripper 37 is pivoted downward was
employed, a structure in which the gripper is pivoted upward may be employed.

[0050] As shown in Fig. 3G and Fig. 5, a lamp 44 as lighting means and a camera 45 as imaging pick-up means are
disposed at predetermined positions around the start end wheel 36a in the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8, and
the lamp 44 and the camera 45 are arranged as bottle shell portion inspection means discriminating the quality of the
bottle by imaging a circular or rectangular cylindrical shell portion of the bottle 1.

[0051] Irradiation light from the lamp 44 penetrates the shell portion of the bottle 1 and the camera 45 receives the
irradiation light and then images the bottle 1. The pick-up image of the shell portion of the bottle 1 is processed by an
image processing device, not shown, so as to discriminate whether any abnormality such as injury, foreign material,
discoloration or like is caused or not.

[0052] As shown in Figs. 3H, 3I, 3J and 3K, and Fig. 5, a temperature sensor 46, a lamp 47 and a camera 48, a lamp
49 and a camera 50, and a lamp 51 and a camera 52 are arranged in the described order along the intermediate wheel
36b disposed in adjacent to the start end wheel 36a. The temperature sensor 46 constitutes temperature inspection
means which detects a temperature of the bottle 1 and discriminates the quality of the bottle 1. The lamp 47 as lighting
means and the camera 48 as imaging means constitute support ring inspection means which images the support ring
5 of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 and discriminates the quality of the bottle 1. The lamp 49 as lighting means and
the camera 50 as imaging means constitute bottle neck portion upper face inspection means which images the flat and
smooth ring-shaped face of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 and discriminates the quality of the bottle 1. The lamp 51
as lighting means and the camera 52 as bottle bottom portion inspection means which images the bottom portion of the
bottle 1 and discriminates the quality of the bottle 1.

[0053] The respective means mentioned above may be altered in the arrangement order and in the positions, or may
be optionally eliminated in location, or another inspection means may be optionally added.

[0054] The temperature sensor 46 is, for example, an infrared radiation thermometer, but another thermometer may
be employed. The temperature sensors 46 are disposed so as to oppose to the support ring 5 of the neck portion 1a of
the bottle 1 and the bottom portion thereof, respectively, as shown in Fig. 3H.

[0055] The bottle 1 travels around the start end wheel 36a and the intermediate wheel 36b at a predetermined speed
while maintaining the remaining heat at the molding section 7 and being gripped by the gripper 28, and the temperature
of the bottle surface is detected during this travelling. The remaining heat of the bottle 1 is necessary for appropriately
sterilizing the bottle 1 with hydrogen peroxide in the latter stage, and it is desirable that the temperature of the bottle
surface to be detected by the temperature sensor 46 is more than 50 °C.

[0056] In the temperature detection mentioned above, when at least either one of the temperatures detected by two
portions of the bottle 1 by two temperature sensors 46 does not reach the predetermined temperature, it is discriminated
that the detected bottle 1 is defective one. That is, the bottle 1 of which temperature does not reach the predetermined
temperature may have possibility of being insufficiently sterilized even by the hydrogen peroxide sterilization in the latter
stage. On the contrary, the bottle 1 of which temperature reaches the predetermined temperature can be sufficiently
sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide sterilization performed in the latter stage.

[0057] The two portions of the bottle 1 of which temperatures are to be detected are portions having thick resin thickness
and which are liable to cause cold spots. However, the temperature sensors 46 may be arranged to portions other than
the two portions mentioned above, and the locating number may be changed in accordance with the shape and size of
the bottle 1, the kind of the molding (injection) mold or like. For example, the temperature sensor 46 may be disposed
only to the portion opposing to the bottom portion of the bottle 1 at which a cold spot is liable to be caused.

[0058] Furthermore, since the heat of the thin portion of the bottle 1 is liable to escape in comparison with the thickened
portion thereof, the temperature sensor 46 may be disposed so as to oppose to the thin thickness shell portion of the
bottle 1. According to this arrangement, only the bottle 1 maintaining the remaining heat minimally necessary for the
sterilization of the bottle in the latter stage may be transferred to the sterilization section 9.

[0059] As shown in Fig. 31 and Fig. 5, the lamp 47 as the support ring inspection means is annularly disposed above
the support ring 5 of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1. More specifically, the lamp 47 is composed of LED (light emitting
diode) disposed annularly. The camera 48 is arranged so as to receive the light of the lamp 48 reflected by the upper
surface of the support ring 5, thus the support ring 5 being imaged. At this time, since the clamp pieces 28a, 28b of the
gripper 28 grip the neck portion 1a at the lower portion of the support ring 5, as shown in Fig. 6, the imaging operation
to the support ring 5 cannot be obstructed by the clamp pieces 28a, 28b of the gripper 28. The upper surface condition
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of the support ring 5 is specifically inspected by this support ring inspection means.

[0060] The image of the support ring 5 picked up by the camera 48 is processed by the image processing device, not
shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such as injury, deformation or like may be exist. caused, Because
the support ring 5 may be contacted or touched by a customer who obtains the bottle 1 as a beverage bottle when the
cap thereofis opened, the existence of any injury or deformation is not desirable, and a bottle 1 havinginjury or deformation
of an extent beyond allowance is judged as defective product.

[0061] Asshownin Fig. 3J and Fig. 5, the lamp 49 as the bottle neck portion upper face inspection means is annularly
arranged above the upper (top) face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a. More specifically, the lamp 49 is composed of LED
(light emitting diode) disposed annularly. The camera 50 is arranged so as to receive the light of the lamp 49 reflected
by the upper face 1d of the support ring 5, thus the upper face of the support ring 5 being imaged. The image of the
upper face 1d picked up by the camera 50 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and existence of
abnormality such as injury, deformation or like is discriminated. The upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a is a
portion for sealing the interior of the bottle 1 in contact of this upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a to the ceiling
portion of the cap 2 (see Fig. 1), so that the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a is required to be flat and smooth.
Because of this reason, a bottle 1 detected to have injury or deformation is judged to be a defective product.

[0062] AsshowninFig.3Kand Fig. 5, the lamp 51 as the bottle bottom portion inspection means is annularly arranged
below the bottom portion of the bottle 1. More specifically, the lamp 49 is composed of LED (light emitting diode) disposed
annularly. The camera 52 is arranged so as to receive the light of the lamp 49 passing through the bottom portion of the
bottle 1, thus the bottom portion of the bottle 1 being imaged. The image of the bottom portion of the bottle 1 picked up
by the camera 52 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and existence of abnormality such as injury,
deformation or like is discriminated.

[0063] Further, although not shown, the gripper 28 travelling inside the inspection section 8 is effected with a matte
surface working. According to this surface working, inspection miss due to reflection of irradiation light from the respective
lamps 47, 49 and 51 to the gripper 28 can be prevented from causing. In addition, a peeping (inspection) hole, not shown,
is formed to the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8, and a muffled glass is fitted to the peeping hole so that outside
light is prevented from entering inside the chamber 8a.

[0064] The final end wheel 36¢ contacting the intermediate wheel 36¢ from the downstream side thereof is provided,
as shown in Fig. 8, with a gripper 28 of the structure similar to the gripper 28 of the intermediate wheel 36b. When the
final end wheel 36¢ is rotated, due to the slide-contact function between the cam follower 31a and the cam 53, the gripper
28 opens the paired clamping pieces 28a, 28b so as to clamp the bottle neck portion 1a after receiving the neck portion
1a of the bottle 1 from the gripper 28 of the intermediate wheel 36b, and then, swivels the bottle 1 to the subsequent
sterilization section 9 while holding the bottle in the suspended attitude. When the gripper 28 reaches the sterilization
section 9, the paired clamp pieces 28a, 28b are opened by the slide-contact function between the cam follower 31a and
the cam 53, and then, the bottle 1 is transferred to the wheel on the sterilization section side. The cam 53 is fixed to a
stationary frame, not shown, disposed inside the final end wheel 36c¢.

[0065] The final end wheel 36¢ is provided with discharge means for discharging the bottle 1, which was judged as
defective product by the inspection in the inspection section 8, from the bottle travelling path.

[0066] The discharge means has a gripper releasing mechanism such as shown in Figs. 8 and 9. The gripper releasing
mechanism includes an additional cam follower 31 b further added to the pivot shaft 54 of the cam follower 31a and
having a shape similar to the cam follower 31a, and another additional cam follower 55 contacting the additional cam
follower 31b and being different partially in shape, the additional cam follower 55 being disposed below the cam 53.
Furthermore, the gripper releasing mechanism further includes a movable cam 53a as one portion separated from the
cam 53 to be movable.

[0067] The movable cam 53a is inserted into a portion partially cut out from the stationary cam 53 to be slidable in the
radial direction thereof, and is coupled with a piston rod 56a of a piston-cylinder assembly 56 coupled with the frame,
not shown, at a portion inside the wheel 36¢. Further, a recessed portion 55a, into which the additional cam follower
31b is fitted, is formed to a portion of the additional cam 55 corresponding to the movable cam 53a.

[0068] The discharge means is further provided with a cylindrical shooter for discharging the defective bottle denoted
by the reference numeral 57 in Figs. 2 and 5.

[0069] When a signal representing that the bottle 1, which is judged as defective product by the inspection section 8,
is defective, is generated, the piston-cylinder assembly in the expanded state as shown in Fig. 9A is contracted as shown
in Fig. 9B, and the movable cam 53a is retired in the radially inside direction of the cam 53. Accordingly, the additional
cam follower 31b is invaded into the recessed portion 55a of the additional cam 55, and the paired clamp pieces 28a,
28b of the gripper 28 are opened as shown with solid line from the closed state shown with two-dot-chain-line, thus
releasing the defective bottle 1. The bottle 1 as defective product drops down from the gripper 28, and then transferred
to a predetermined collecting section through the shooter 57. The bottle 1 judged to be a good product passes through
the discharge means, because the movable cam 53a is held at the position shown in Fig. 9A, and then is transferred to
the sterilization section 9.
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[0070] AsshowninFig.2,the sterilization section 9 is connected to the bottle inspection section 8. The bottle sterilization
section 9 is also entirely covered with the chamber 9a.

[0071] The wheel row coupled with the final end wheel 36¢ as bottle travelling means on the inspection section side
is provided inside of the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9. More specifically, this wheel row is composed of two
wheels 58a, 58b, and a bottle travelling path is formed around outer peripheral portions of these wheels 58a, 58b.
Grippers 28, each having a structure similar to that of the gripper 28 shown in Fig. 4, are disposed around these wheels
58a and 58b, respectively.

[0072] The gripper 28 transfers the bottle 1 from the start end wheel 58a to the final end wheel 58b while gripping the
bottle neck portion 1a and swivelling around these wheels. According to such motion, the good bottle 1 after the inspection
is continuously travelled on the travelling path from the final end wheel 36¢ in the inspection section 8 towards the final
end wheel 58b in the sterilization section 9. The gripper 28 grips the bottle neck portion 1a by the clamp pieces 28a and
28b during the travelling of the bottle 1, and the bottle 1 is hence travelled in the vertically suspended state.

[0073] A spray tube 59 as condensed mist supply means for supplying condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide
as a sterilizing agent for the bottle 1 is disposed to a predetermined portion around the intermediate wheel 58b contacting
from the downstream side to the start end wheel 58a in the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9 as shown in Fig.
3L. The spray tube 59 is fixed to a predetermined position so that a front end formed with a nozzle hole of the spray
tube 59 directly faces the opening of the neck portion 1a of the good bottle 1 travelling just below the nozzle hole.
[0074] Furthermore, as shown in Fig. 3L, a tunnel 60 may be formed along the bottle travelling path below the spray
tube 59 as occasion demands.

[0075] One or a plurality of the spray tube 59 may be disposed, which is arranged along the outer periphery of the
intermediate wheel 58b. In the shown embodiment, although the spray tube 59 is disposed around the intermediate
wheel 58b, the spray tube 59 may be arranged around the other wheel.

[0076] The condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide is produced by condensing the hydrogen peroxide sprayed
and heated by the mist producing device 61 shown in Fig. 10.

[0077] This mistproducingdevice 61 is provided with a hydrogen peroxide supply unit 62 as two-fluid spray for supplying
solution of the hydrogen peroxide, in form of drops, as sterilizing agent and a vaporizer 63 for heating the sprayed mist
of the hydrogen peroxide supplied from the hydrogen peroxide supply unit 62 to a temperature more than boiling point
and less than undecomposed temperature thereof and then gasifying it.

[0078] The hydrogen peroxide supply unit 62 sprays the solution of the hydrogen peroxide into the vaporizer 63 by
introducing the solution through a hydrogen peroxide supply path 62a and a compressed air through a compressed air
supply path 62b.

[0079] The vaporizer 63 is composed of a pipe including a heater 63a interposed between inner and outer wall sections
thereof, and serves to heat and vaporize the spray mist of the hydrogen peroxide sprayed into the pipe. The vaporized
hydrogen peroxide gas is jetted, as condensed mist o toward the opening of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 through
a spray nozzle 59.

[0080] The bottle 1 is conveyed around the wheel 58a with the neck portion 1a being directed upward, and the lower
end of the spray tube 59 is opened toward the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 at the portion above the bottle travelling
(conveying) path. The condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide supplied into the spray tube 59 is continuously blown
toward the bottle neck portion 1a through the nozzle hole formed to the lower end of the spray tube 59. The thus blown
condensed mist a. flows into the bottle 1 from the neck portion 1a of the travelling bottle 1 and sterilizes the inner surface
of the bottle 1, and the other condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide flows outside of the bottle 1 so as to sterilize
the outer surface of the bottle 1. At this instance, since the bottle 1 travels in the tunnel 60, the condensed mist o can
be uniformly supplied to the outer surface of the bottle 1.

[0081] Asshown in Fig. 2, an air rinse section 96 for the bottle 1 is connected to the sterilization section 9 for the bottle
1. This air rinse section 96 is entirely covered with a chamber 96a.

[0082] Inthe chamber 96a, wheel row coupled with the final end wheel 58b as the travelling means for the bottle 1 on
the sterilization section side is provided, as shown in Fig. 2. More specifically, this wheel row includes four wheels 58c,
58d, 58f and 92a, and a bottle travelling path is formed around the outer peripheries of these wheels. Further, around
these wheels 58d, 58d, 58e and 92a, grippers 28 similar to the gripper 28 shown in Fig. 7 are arranged.

[0083] The grippers 28 swivel around the respective wheels 58c, 58d, 58e and 92a with the neck portions 1a of the
bottles 1 being gripped and then transfer the bottles 1 from the start end wheel 58c to the final end wheel 92a subsequently.
According to such motion, the good bottles after the inspection continuously travel on the travelling path from the final
end wheel 58b in the sterilization section 9 to the final end wheel 92a in the air rinse section 96. Since each of the
grippers 28 grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 during the travelling thereof by the clamp pieces 28a and 28b, the
bottle 1 is travelled in the vertically suspended state.

[0084] Air rinse means for cleaning the bottle 1 by supplying aseptic heated air or normal temperature air to the bottle
1 is further disposed around an intermediate wheel 58c in the next stage contacting to the afore-mentioned intermediate
wheel 58b from the downstream side thereof.
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[0085] This air rinse means is provided with a nozzle 64 for jetting an aseptic air y or normal temperature air as shown
in Fig. 3M and Fig. 11.

[0086] As shown in Fig. 11, the wheel 58c rotated by the power from a predetermined drive source is mounted
horizontally to a swivelling shaft standing upward from the machine table 65. A column 66a extends upward from the
surface of the wheel 58c, and a manifold 67 into which the heated air y flows is fixed to the upper end portion of the
column 66. A conduit 68 extends upward on a line extending from the axis of the swivelling shaft 66 at the upper central
portion of the manifold 67, and the conduit 68 is held through a bearing 69 to a frame member of the chamber 9a
connected to the machine table 65. Accordingly, the manifold 67 is rotatable around the swivelling shaft 66 integrally
with the wheel 58c.

[0087] In addition, another column 70 extends upward from the surface of the wheel 58c, and the gripper 28 of the
bottle 1 is attached to the upper portion of the column 70. A plurality of such columns 70 and grippers 28 are arranged
around the wheel 58c¢ at predetermined pitches, respectively. These grippers 28 are coupled with the wheel 58c¢ through
the columns 70 so as to be rotatable in accordance with the rotation of the wheel 58¢c.

[0088] These grippers 28 have substantially the same structures as those shown in Fig. 4. Further, in a case when
any inconvenience is caused to the mist generating device 61 of the sterilization section 9 or like and a bottle 1 defective
in sterilization effect is caused, a mechanism similar to the discharge means shown in Figs. 8 and 9 for removing the
defective bottle from the travelling path may be disposed. In Fig. 2, reference numeral 71 denotes a shooter for dropping
the bottle 1 defective in sterilization effect to be removed from the bottle travelling path.

[0089] Heated air supply tubes 72 for supplying the heated air y extend from a portion around the manifold 67 toward
the grippers 28, respectively, and the nozzles 64 are mounted to the front end portions of the supply tubes 72. The
nozzles 64 are fixed to the columns 70 and the nozzle holes formed to the front ends of the nozzles 64 are directed to
the openings of the neck portions 1a of the bottles 1 held by the grippers 28. According to this arrangement, when the
wheel 58c is rotated, the nozzle 64 is also rotated around with the swivelling shaft 66 together with the bottle 1 held by
the gripper 28 so as to blow the heated air y into the bottle 1.

[0090] Another stationary conduit 74 is connected to the upper end portion of the conduit 68 of the manifold 67 through
a seal member 75. The conduit 68 is rotated integrally with the manifold 67 with respect to the conduit 74, and the seal
member 75 prevents the heated air y from leaking through the connection portion between both the conduits 68 and 75.
[0091] Furthermore, a hot air supply device composed of a blower 76, an ultra low penetration air (ULPA) filter 77 and
an electric heater 78 is disposed on the upstream side of the conduit 75. The air blown from the blower 76 is cleaned
by the ULPA filter 77, heated by the electric heater 78 to a predetermined temperature, and fed into the conduit 74 as
the heated air y. This heated air y is an aseptic air, which was heated, for example, to a temperature of more than 100
°C. The heated air y then reaches the manifold 67 and blows outward into the bottles 1 through the nozzles 64 of the
heated air supply tubes 72, respectively, or blows outside the bottles 1.

[0092] A tube (pipe) line extending from the conduit 74 to the nozzle 64 through the manifold 67 is formed to have a
length as short as possible, and accordingly, the heated air y can reach the bottle 1 without being condensed.

[0093] When the heated air y is blown into the bottle 1 from the nozzle 64, the heated air y uniformly contacts to the
entire inner surface of the bottle 1 and removes extra amount of the hydrogen peroxide blown from the spray tube 59.
[0094] Further, it may be desired that the heated air y is blown for a time during which the condensed mist a of the
hydrogen peroxide floating in the inner space of the bottle 1 can be entirely exhausted. In a case where the temperature
of the heated air y is more than a resisting temperature for the bottle 1, if the blowing time is so long, the bottle 1 is
heated to a temperature over the resisting temperature, which may result in deformation of the bottle. Thus, in such
case, a caution should be paid.

[0095] Furthermore, as occasion demands, it may be possible to gasify the hydrogen peroxide by mixing the condensed
mist o of low density hydrogen peroxide to aseptic air of normal temperature in place of the heated air y and to supply
the gasified hydrogen peroxide so as not to be condensed.

[0096] As mentioned above, by supplying the sterilized heated air y into the bottle 1 and performing the air rinse
treatment, the bottle 1 can be heated from the inner surface thereof, and the sterilizing effect by the condensed mist o
of the hydrogen peroxide can be enhanced.

[0097] In the illustrated embodiment of the present invention, although the nozzle 64 serves to blow the heated air y
into the bottle 1 from the outside of the bottle 1, the nozzle 64 may be disposed to be vertically movable to be invaded
into the bottle 1 when the heated air y is blown into the bottle 1.

[0098] The travelling speed of at least the gripper 28 arranged at a portion between the start end wheel 36a of the
inspection section 8 to the final end wheel 92a in the sterilization section 9 is controlled to a speed so that the heat
remaining in the bottle at the bottle forming period in the molding section 7 is maintained to an extent necessary for the
sterilization of the bottle 1 in the sterilization section 9.

[0099] That is, as shown in Fig. 2, a servo-motor S1 is disposed to the inspection section 8 to be driven so as to
dynamically interlock the whole wheels 36a, 36b and 36¢ in the inspection section 8, and a servo-motor S2 is also
disposed to the sterilization section 9 and the air rinse section 96 to be driven so as to dynamically interlock the whole
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wheels 58a, 58b, 58c, 58d, 58e and 92a in the sterilization section 8 and the air rinse section 9. By controlling these
servo-motors S1 and S2, the travelling speed of the gripper 28 is regulated, and as a result, the bottle 1 gripped by the
gripper is conveyed to a portion directly below the spray tube 59 in a state that the remaining heat in the bottle 1 at the
bottle molding time is maintained to an extent necessary for the sterilization in the sterilization section 9. Further, the
bottle 1 into which the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide is blown from the spray tube 59 in the sterilization
section 9 promptly reaches the air rinse section 96.

[0100] Further, it may be desired that the temperature of the bottle 1 directly below the spray tube 59 is maintained
to be more than 50 °C for properly attaining the sterilization effect by the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide.
Especially, the bottle neck portion 1a, the thickened portion such as bottle bottom portion, and a portion, such as bottle
bottom portion, to which it is hard for the condensed mist to reach, are portions hard to be sterilized. However, for the
bottle 1 just after being molded, these portions are in the highly heated state, so that preferably high sterilization effect
can be attained by the small amount of condensed mist o.

[0101] That is, according to the experiment performed by the inventors of the present application, it was found that
the density of the hydrogen peroxide condensed on the surface of the bottle 1 becomes higher as the temperature of
the bottle 1 becomes high. This is considered that the hydrogen peroxide has a boiling point higher than that of water.
More concretely, in the cases of the bottle temperatures of 50°C, 65°C and 80°C, the densities (weight %) of the hydrogen
peroxide adhering to the surface of the bottle 1 were about 70%, 80% and 90%. Since the density of the hydrogen
peroxide adhering to the sterilizing agent (hydrogen peroxide) on the surface of the bottle increases in addition to the
increased temperature, the bottle can be sterilized by the small amount of hydrogen peroxide.

[0102] Inthe beverage filling apparatus of the present embodiment, there is provided positive pressure creating means
for creating positive pressure in the inspection section 8 more than pressures in the molding section 7 and the sterilization
section 9.

[0103] Thatis, as shown in Fig. 12, an atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 is disposed between the chamber 8a of the
inspection section 8 and the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9. In addition, a partition wall 35 is also disposed
between the chamber 7a of the molding section 7 and the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8, and the partition wall
35 is formed with a bottle passing hole 35a through which the bottle 1 can pass. Partition walls 80 and 81 of the structure
similar to that of the partition wall 35 are disposed, respectively between the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 and
the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 and between the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 and the chamber 9a of the
sterilization section 8. Furthermore, a partition wall of the structure similar to that of the above mentioned partition wall
is disposed so as to separate the portion at which the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide is sprayed from the
spray tube 59 from the portion at which a hydrogen peroxide gas B is jetted.

[0104] An air supply duct 83 is connected to the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 as air supply means for
supplying the cleaned air, and an air supply blower 84, a filter 85 and a heater 97 are provided for this air supply duct
83. The air is heated by the heater 97, and the heated air contacts the bottle 1 travelling in the chamber 8a, so that the
bottle 1 is protected from being cooled, or is further heated. Incidentally, the heating by the heater 97 may be eliminated
if the remaining heat at the bottle molding time does not substantially effect the sterilization in the sterilization section 9.
[0105] By blowing the cleaned air into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 by the air supply means, a positive
pressure state such as of 3Pa higher than atmospheric pressure is created in the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8.
[0106] An air exhaust duct 86, as air exhaust means, is coupled with the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79, and an air
exhaust blower 87 and a filter 88 are provided for this air exhaust duct 86. Another air exhaust duct 89 is coupled with
a portion adjacent to the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 in the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9, as occasion
demands, and this air exhaust duct 89 is connected to the exhaust duct 86 coupled with the atmosphere shutoff chamber
79. According to the location of the air exhaust means, the interior of the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 is maintained
at a pressure of OPa (zero Pa) substantially equal to the atmospheric pressure.

[0107] Furthermore, an air supply duct as supply means, not shown, for supplying the cleaned air is coupled with a
chamber 10a of a filling section which will be mentioned herein later, and the air supply blower and the filter are provided
for this air supply duct. By the location of such air supply means, the cleaned air is blown into the chamber 10a of the
filling section 10 at a pressure of approximately 20 to 100Pa. This cleaned air flows into the chamber 9a of the sterilization
section 9 through the chamber 96a of the air rinse section 96, and creates the positive pressure (about 10Pa) state in
the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9. Thereafter, the cleaned air flows outward of the chamber 9a of the sterilization
section 9 and the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 through the duct 89 of the chamber 9a and the duct 86 of the chamber
79, respectively.

[0108] Further, the interior of the chamber 7a of the molding section 7 is maintained at OPa approximately equal to
the atmospheric pressure.

[0109] The partition wall 81 disposed between the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 and the chamber 9a of the sterili-
zation section 9 is formed with a bottle passing hole 81a and an air nozzle 90 for shutting off the passing hole 81a with
air curtain may be disposed as occasion demands.

[0110] By the location of such positive pressure creating means, the condensed mist a and the gas f of the hydrogen
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peroxide flowing into the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9 are exhausted externally of the chamber 9a through
the duct 89, and on the other hand, the cleaned air introduced into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 flows
toward the chamber 7a of the molding section 7 and the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79, thus preventing contaminated
air and air containing the hydrogen peroxide from entering the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8. Furthermore,
even if the air is sucked into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 from the chamber 7a of the molding section 7
in accordance with the travelling of the bottle 1, such air is prevented from entering the chamber 9a of the sterilization
section 9 by the exhaust gas from the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79, thus appropriately preventing the contamination
in the sterilization section.

[0111] As shown in Fig. 2, the filling section 10 is coupled with the air rinse section 96 and entirely covered with a
chamber 10a. A partition wall, not shown, is disposed between the chamber 96a of the air rinse section 96 and the filling
section 10, and this partition wall is formed with a bottle passing hole through which the bottle 1 passes.

[0112] The chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10 is connected, as shown in Fig. 2, to a wheel row coupled
with the final end wheel 92a as the bottle travelling path on the air rinse section side.

[0113] More specifically, this wheel row includes four wheels 94c, 94d, 94e and 94f, and a bottle travelling path is
formed to the outer peripheries of these four wheels. Grippers 28 similar to those shown in Fig. 4 are arranged around
the wheels 94c, 94d, 94e and 94f, respectively.

[0114] Inside the chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10, the bottles 1 are transferred from the start end wheel
94c to the final end wheel 94f while grippers 28 turning around these wheels with the bottle neck portions 1a being held.
According to such motion, the bottles 1 can be continuously travelled in the beverage filling section 10 from the start
end wheel 94c to the final end wheel 94f. Each of the grippers 28 grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 by its clamp
pieces 28a and 28b in the vertically suspended attitude of the bottle 1 during the bottle travelling.

[0115] A beverage filing machine is placed to a predetermined position around the start end wheel 94c, having a
larger diameter, in the chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10. As shown in Fig. 3N, the beverage "a", which was
preliminarily subjected to the sterilization process, fills the bottle 1 through the nozzle 95 of the beverage filling machine.
This nozzle 95 is travelled in synchronous with the travelling of the bottle 1, and a constant amount of the beverage "a"
fills the bottle 1 during the parallel travelling with the bottle 1.

[0116] A capper is arranged to a predetermined position around the intermediate wheel 94e downstream side of the
beverage filling machine. As shown in Fig. 30, the cap 2 is mounted to the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 by means of
this capper, thus sealing the bottle 1.

[0117] The bottle 1 filled up with the beverage "a" and then sealed is released from the gripper 28 of the final end
wheel 94f and discharged outside of the beverage filling machine through an outlet formed to the chamber 10a.
[0118] Further, since these beverage filling machine and the capper are known ones, the detailed explanation thereof
is omitted herein.

[0119] Furthermore, as shown in Fig. 2, the beverage filling section 10 is provided with two servo-motors S5 and S6
driven so as to be dynamically interlocked in a predetermined combination of the wheels 94c, 94d, 94e and 94f inside
the beverage filling section 10. The first serve-motor S5 of these two servo-motors serves to drive the start end wheel
94c around which the beverage filling machine is disposed, and the second servo-motor S6 serves to drive the wheels
94d, 94e and 94f disposed downstream side of the intermediate wheel 94c.

[0120] According to the arrangement described above, even if the wheels and the grippers in the respective sections
of the inspection section 8, the sterilization section 9, the air rinse section 96 and the beverage filling section 10 have
the structures different from each other, the synchronous driving of the grippers can be achieved by controlling the servo-
motors S1, S2, S5 and S6, and hence, the bottles 1 can be smoothly continuously travelled into the beverage filling
section 10 from the molding section 7.

[0121] Further, in the described embodiment, although the molding section 7 is driven by a known electric motor, not
shown, the wheels and the turntable in the molding section 7 may be driven by a servo-motor.

[0122] Hereunder, the operation of the beverage filling apparatus of the structures mentioned above will be described.

(1) First, a preform 6 shown in Fig. 3A is prepared. The preform 6 is subjected to the injection molding, and thereafter,
is fed to a preform supply machine 11 of the beverage filling apparatus of the present invention. The preform 6 is
fed into the molding section 7 by means of conveyer 12 of the preform supply machine 11.

(2) The preform conveyed in a vertically standing state by the conveyer 12 as shown in Fig. 3A is transferred to the
gripper of the start end wheel 13a continuously rotating in the molding section 7, and is then inverted in attitude by
the gripper of the intermediate wheel 13b.

The inverted preform 6 is covered to the mandrel 17 of the first turn table 14a from the neck portion 1a, as shown
in Fig. 3B.

The mandrel 17 covered with the preform 6 is, as shown in Fig. 3C, travelled, while revolving, inside the heating
chamber 16, and the preform 6 is also continuously travelled, while revolving with the mandrel 17, in the heating
chamber 16. Accordingly, the preform 6 can be uniformly heated to a temperature capable of being subjected to
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the blow-forming.

(3) The heated preform 6 is clamped, as shown in Fig. 3D, by the blow-forming molds 18, and air is blown into the
preform 6 through the blow nozzle 19 penetrating the mandrel 17 to thereby form the bottle 1 in the mold 18.

The molded bottle 1 is taken out of the mold 18 together with the mandrel 17 by opening the mold halves, and as
shown in Fig. 3E, the bottle 1 is conveyed to the first turntable 14a in the inverted state through the sixth turntable 14f.
(4) The bottle 1 held by the mandrel 17 at the first turntable 14ais gripped as shown in Fig. 3F, by a gripping member
98 of the start end wheel 19a and inverted so as to take the normal vertical attitude. In this operation, the gripping
member 98 grips a portion of the bottle 1 above the support ring 5 of the neck portion 1a. Subsequently, the bottle
1 is received by the gripper 28 of the final end wheel 19b as shown in Fig. 4. The gripper 28 grips, at this time, the
portion lower than the support ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1a as shown in Fig. 6.

(5) Then, the gripper 37 of the start end wheel 36a of the inspection section 8 grips a portion upper than the support
ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1a and receives the bottle 1 from the final end wheel 19b of the molding section 7,
and the bottle 1 swivels while being held by the gripper 37.

During this swivelling operation, as shown in Fig. 3G, the shell portion of the bottle 1 is inspected by the bottle shell
portion inspection means. In this inspection, the image of the shell portion of the bottle picked up by the camera 45
is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such as
injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(6) The bottle 1 is then transferred from the gripper 37 of the start end wheel 36a to the gripper 28 of the intermediate
wheel 36b, and the gripper 28 of the intermediate wheel 36b grips the lower side of the support ring 5 of the bottle
neck portion 1a and swivels as shown in Fig. 3H and Fig. 6.

During this swivelling motion, as shown in Fig. 3H, the temperature of the bottle 1 is detected by the temperature
sensor 46 of the temperature detecting means. In this temperature detection, if the detected temperature does not
reach 50 °C, it is discriminated that this bottle 1 is a defective product.

(7) Subsequently, as shown in Fig. 3l, the surface condition of the support ring 5 of the bottle 1 is inspected by the
support ring inspection means. In this inspection, the image of the upper face of the support ring 5 picked up by the
camera 48 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and itis discriminated whether any abnormality
such as injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(8) Subsequent to the support ring inspection, as shown in Fig. 3J, the surface condition of the upper face 1d of the
bottle neck portion 1a is inspected by the bottle neck portion upper face inspection means. In this inspection, the
image of the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a picked up by the camera 50 is processed by the image
processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such as injury, foreign material,
discoloration or like exists.

(9) Subsequent to the bottle neck portion upper face inspection, as shown in Fig. 3K, the bottle condition of the
bottle 1 is inspected by the bottle bottom portion inspection means. In this inspection, the image of the bottom portion
of the bottle 1 picked up by the camera 52 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and it is
discriminated whether any abnormality such as injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(10) The bottle 1 subjected to the above respective inspections is held by the gripper 28, shown in Fig. 8, of the final
end wheel 36¢ of the inspection section 8. In an event that an abnormal signal informing an occurrence of an
abnormality is generated from any one of the respective inspection means, as shown in Fig. 9, the gripper releasing
mechanism is operated, and a pair of clamping pieces 28a and 28b of the gripper 28 is moved from the closed
position shown with two-dotted-chain line to the opened position shown with solid line to thereby release the defective
bottle 1.

According to such operation, the defective bottles 1, to which any abnormal condition is caused to the shell portion,
the bottom portion, the neck upper face 1d and the support ring 5 of the bottle 1, are discharged (rejected) from the
bottle travelling path, and the bottles 1, which are not subjected to sufficient sterilization effect by the hydrogen
peroxide evenif heated in the subsequent sterilization process, are also discharged (rejected) from the travelling path.
On the other hand, the good bottles 1 pass through the bottle discharging means, because the movable cam 53a
is held to the position shown in Fig. 9A, and move toward the sterilization section 9.

(11) The good bottle 1 is transferred from the gripper 28 of the final end wheel 36¢ of the inspection section 8 to the
gripper 28 of the start end wheel 58a of the sterilization section 9, and then, transferred to the gripper of the wheel
disposed downstream side, thus being continuously travelled.

When the good bottle 1 is travelled around the intermediate wheel 58b while being held by the gripper 28, the good
bottle 1 travels directly below the spray tube 59 as shown in Fig. 3L. Accordingly, the condensed mist a of the
hydrogen peroxide jetted from the spray tube 59 is brown against the bottle 1 to thereby sterilize the inner and outer
surfaces of the bottle 1. As mentioned above, since the good bottles 1 having proper remaining heat are only
travelled, these bottles 1 can be properly sterilized by the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide, and thereafter,
are travelled toward the downstream side.

(12) The bottle 1 blown with the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide in the sterilization section 9 is travelled
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around the intermediate wheel 58c while being held by the gripper 28. During this travelling, the heated air y is brown
through the nozzle 64 as shown in Fig. 3M. Accordingly, the inner and outer surfaces of the bottle 1 can be cleaned
through the air rinse process to thereby remove the excessive hydrogen peroxide adhering to the inner and outer
surfaces of the bottle 1.

[0123] Further, itis desired that the bottle 1 blown with the condensed mist a. of the hydrogen peroxide from the spray
tube 59 at the sterilization section 9 reaches inside the air rinse section 96 within 0.1 to 5.0 second, and in a case of
less than 0.5 second, sufficient sterilization effect will not be expected because of too short sterilizing time, and on the
contrary, in a case of more than 5.0 seconds, the hydrogen peroxide will intrude inside the inner layer of the PET wall,
and the remaining amount of the hydrogen peroxide will increase, which will require location of such aseptic water rinse
section 91 as mentioned hereinafter with respect to a second embodiment.

[0124] Test result exhibiting ground of the above matter will be shown hereunder.

[0125] The inventors of the present application measured the sterilization effects and remaining hydrogen peroxide
density with respect to B. subtilis spore by using a PET bottle of 500mL volume. The measured results are shown in the
following table (Table 1).

[Table 1]
From hydrogen peroxide spray to air-rinse | Log Reduction (LR)

NO- 0.5 sec 2 sec 5 sec
1 Remaining hydrogen peroxide 0.3ppm | 0.4ppm | 0.9ppm

Judgment O O X
2 Log reduction 4.5 Log 6Log >6Log

Judgment X O O

Total judgment X O X

[0126] Evaluation method to the measurement was as follows.
Sterilization EffectsLog Reduction=LogNumber of Adhering Bacteria/Number of Survived Bacteria
Index Bacteria : B. subtilis var. niger ATCC9372
Remaining Hydrogen Peroxide Density Measurement: Measured by Oxygen Electrode Method

Sterilizing Process: A bottle was taken out from a blow injection mold, condensed mist of hydrogen peroxide was
sprayed to the bottle, and air rinse treatment was performed.

[0127] The hydrogen peroxide was supplied by 30 . L. The condensed mist of the hydrogen peroxide was sprayed
within 30 seconds after the separation of the bottle from the mold. This is because the high sterilization effect by the
hydrogen peroxide is obtained as high as the temperature of the bottle after the separation from the mold, and if the
heat escapes from the bottle and the bottle is cooled, the hydrogen peroxide is condensed on the PET wall surface of
the bottle and is likely adsorbed into the PET inner layer.

[0128] As is apparent from the Table 1, after 2 seconds from the spraying of the hydrogen peroxide, when the air
rinsing process is initiated, the remaining hydrogen peroxide becomes less than 0.5ppm and the sterilization effect
becomes more than 6Log.

(13) As shown in Fig. 12, the positive pressure creating means is arranged on the way of the travelling path of the
bottle 1 which is travelled from the molding section 7 to the sterilization section 9, and accordingly, the excessive
amount of the mist o of the hydrogen peroxide flowing into the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9 is discharged
outside of the chamber 9a through the ducts 86 and 89, and on the other hand, the cleaned air flowing into the
chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 flows toward the chamber 7a of the molding section 7 and the atmosphere
shutoff chamber 79 to thereby prevent the contaminated air or air containing hydrogen peroxide from flowing into
the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8.

Furthermore, even if the air is pulled into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 from the chamber 7a of the
molding section 7 in accordance with the travelling of the bottle 1, this air is prevented from entering into the chamber
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9a of the sterilization section 9 by the exhaust from the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79, thus effectively preventing
the contamination of the interior of the sterilization section 9.

(14) During the conveyance of the bottle 1 toward the downstream side of the sterilization section 9 through the
inspection section 8, in an occurrence of an event that any abnormality is caused on the molding section 7 and the
wheel row on the molding section side emergently stops in operation, as shown in Fig. 7, the piston rod 42a of the
piston-cylinder assembly 42 is contracted to thereby open the paired clamp pieces 37a, 37b in the closed state by
about 180 degrees.

Accordingly, the interference between the gripper 28 mounted to the final end wheel 19b of the molding section 7
and the gripper 37 mounted to the start end wheel 36a of the inspection section 8 can be effectively prevented.
Furthermore, since the start end wheel 36a and the following wheel row are being continuously rotated, the bottle
1 introduced into the inspection section 8 is continuously travelled downstream side. Accordingly, the normally
formed bottle 1 is subjected to the inspection in the inspection section 8 and the bottle 1 passing through the
inspection section 8 is travelled toward the sterilization section 9, thus the bottle being processed laconically. More-
over, even if the molding section 7 stops in operation, since the respective sections following the inspection section
8 can be operated, the bottle 1 can be continuously travelled through the sections following the sterilization section
9, thus preventing the excessive adhering of the hydrogen peroxide due to the stopping of the bottle in the sterilization
section 9 and also preventing the insufficient sterilization due to the cooling of the bottle 1, and accordingly, the only
the normal bottles 1 can be filled with beverage.

(15) The bottle 1 subjected to the air-rinsing treatment is conveyed to the beverage filling section 10, and when the
bottle is travelled around the wheel 94c while being gripped by the gripper 28, as shown in Fig. 3N, a predetermined
amount of the beverage "a" from the beverage filling machine is supplied into the bottle 1.

(16) The bottle 1 filled with the beverage "a" is travelled around the wheel 94e while being gripped by the gripper
28, and at this period, as shown in Fig. 30, the cap 2 is applied to the bottle neck portion 1a by the capper. According
to this operation, the bottle 1 is sealed as a beverage packaging bottle.

The bottle 1 as the beverage packaging bottle is then fed out externally from the beverage filling apparatus.
[Second Embodiment]

[0129] A second embodiment of the beverage filling apparatus for filling the bottle 1 with the beverage will be described
hereunder.

[0130] As shown in Fig. 13, the beverage filling apparatus of this second embodiment is provided with the bottle
molding section 7, the inspection section 8 for inspecting the molded bottle 1, the bottle sterilization section 9, the bottle
air rinse section 96, the bottle aseptic water rinse section 91, and a beverage filling section 10 for filling the bottle 1 with
the beverage "a" and then sealing the bottle 1.

[0131] The structure or arrangement ranging from the molding section 7 to the sterilization section 9 are substantially
the same as that in the first embodiment, so that the duplicated explanation is omitted herein.

[0132] As shown in Fig. 13, the air rinse section 96 for the bottle 1 is coupled with the sterilization section 9, and the
air rinse section 96 is entirely covered with the chamber 96a.

[0133] A wheel row coupled with the final end wheel 58b, as bottle travelling means, on the side of the sterilization
section 9 for the bottle 1 is connected to the inside of the chamber 96a of the air rinse section 96, as shown in Fig. 13.
More specifically, this wheel row includes three wheels 58c, 58d and 58e, around which a bottle travelling path is formed.
Further, grippers 28 similar to the grippers 28 shown in Fig. 4 are also arranged around these wheels 58c, 58d and 58e.
[0134] The grippers 28 grip the neck portions 1a of the respective bottles 1, and in this state, the bottles 1 are turned
around the respective wheels 58c, 58d and 58e and then transferred from the start end wheel 58c to the final end wheel
58e. Accordingly, the good bottles 1 after the inspection are travelled continuously along the travelling path from the
final end wheel 36b in the sterilization section 9 to the final end wheel 58e in the air rinse section 96. Since the gripper
28 grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1, the bottle 1 is travelled in the vertically suspended attitude.

[0135] Air rinse means for cleaning the bottle 1 by supplying the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide gas
B as the sterilizing agent is disposed around the start end wheel 58c.

[0136] This air rinse means is provided with a nozzle 64 discharging the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide
gas B as shown in Fig. 14A and Fig. 17.

[0137] As shown in Fig. 17, the wheel 58c rotating by the power from a predetermined power source is horizontally
mounted to the swivelling shaft 66 standing from the machine table 65. Columns 66a extend upward from the surface
of the wheel 58c and a manifold 67 into which the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide gas B is fed is fixed to
the upper end portions of the columns 66a. A conduit 68 extends upward on an extension of an axis of the swivelling
shaft 66 from the upper central portion of the manifold 67, and the conduit 68 is held by a frame member of the chamber
9a coupled with the machine table 65. Accordingly, the manifold 67 becomes rotatable around the swivelling shaft 66
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integrally with the wheel 58c.

[0138] Furthermore, other columns 70 extend upward from the surface of the wheel 58¢, and grippers 28 are mounted
to the upper end portions of the respective columns 70, and a plurality of columns 70 and grippers 28 are disposed
around the wheel 58c at predetermined pitches. Since the grippers 28 are coupled with the wheel 58c through the
columns 70, the grippers 28 are rotated together with the rotation of the wheel 58c.

[0139] These grippers 28 have substantially the same structures as those shown in Fig. 4.

[0140] Furthermore, in an event that any inconvenient matter is caused, for example, to the mist generation device
61 of the sterilization section 9 and an insufficiently sterilized bottle 1 is produced, such bottle 1 is discharged or rejected
from the travelling path by a mechanism as discharging means of the structure similar to that shown in Figs. 8 and 9.
Further, in Fig. 2, reference numeral 71 denotes a shooter for falling down the insufficiently sterilized bottle 1 to be
discharged by the discharging means from the travelling path.

[0141] A plurality of supply tubes 72 for supplying the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide gas f toward the
respective grippers 28 extend around the manifold 67, and the nozzles 64 are formed to the distal end portions of the
respective supply tubes 72. Each of the nozzles 64 is fixed to the column 70 and a nozzle opening formed to the distal
end of the nozzle 64 is directed to the opening of the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 held by the gripper 28. According
to such arrangement, when the wheel 58c is rotated, the nozzle 64 is turned around the swivelling shaft 66 together with
the bottle 1 held by the gripper 28 and the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide gas f is blown into the bottle 1.
[0142] A duct 74a is connected to the upper end of the conduit 68 of the manifold 67 through a seal member 75. The
conduit 68 rotates together with the manifold 67 with respect to the duct 74a, and the seal member 75 prevents the
hydrogen peroxide gas 3 from leaking through the connecting portion between the conduit 68 and the duct 74a. A plurality
of mist generating devices 61 shown in Fig. 10 is mounted to the duct 74a, and the condensed mist a of the hydrogen
peroxide is supplied into the duct 74a from the respective mist generating devices 61. The number of the mist generating
devices 61 to be operated will be determined in accordance with the amount of the hydrogen peroxide gas B required
for the sterilization of the bottle 1.

[0143] A hot air supply device composed of a blower 76 and ultra low air filter (ULPA Filter) 77 and a heater 78 is
disposed on the upstream side of the duct 74a. The air introduced through the blower 76 is cleaned by the ULPA filter
77 and then heated by the heater 78 to a predetermined temperature so as to create the hot air y, which is then fed into
a heating tube 74a. The heated air y is an aseptic air heated to a temperature more than a dew point of the hydrogen
peroxide, for example, 100 °C. The heated air y acts to gasify the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide fed to the
mist generation device 61 and conveys the gasified mist to the manifold 67. The heated air y mixed with the hydrogen
peroxide gas B is blown into the bottle 1 from the nozzle 64 through each of the supply tubes 72 or is blown out of the bottle 1.
[0144] A line from the duct 74a to the nozzle 64 through the manifold 67 is formed as possible as short, and because
of this reason, the hydrogen peroxide gas B is not condensed and reaches the bottle 1 together with the heated air y.
[0145] When the heated air y mixed with the hydrogen peroxide gas B is blown into the bottle 1 from the nozzle 64,
the hydrogen peroxide gas B contacts uniformly the entire inner surface of the bottle 1 to thereby promptly and smoothly
sterilize the bottle inner surface.

[0146] Further, itis desirable that the density of the hydrogen peroxide gas f to be mixed into the heated air yis 1mg/L
to 10mg/L (L: the hydrogen peroxide gas volume in the mixed gas), and more preferably, 2mg/L to 8mg/L.

[0147] As mentioned above, by supplying the sterilized hydrogen peroxide gas 3 and the heated air y in the bottle 1
to thereby perform the air rinse treatment, the bottle 1 is heated from the inner surface thereof, which enhances the
sterilizing effect by the condensed mist a and the hydrogen peroxide gas B. In addition, for example, a bottom portion
of the bottle 1, which was insufficiently sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a. can be more sufficiently
sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide gas B contained in the heated air y.

[0148] Further, the time for blowing the heated air y containing the hydrogen peroxide gas  will be determined within
a range by which all the condensed mist a. of the hydrogen peroxide floating inside the bottle 1 can be discharged and
the insufficient sterilization by the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide can be compensated for. In the case
where the temperature of the heated air y containing the hydrogen peroxide gas 3 is more than the resisting temperature
ofthe bottle 1, there may cause a case in which the bottle 1 is heated to a temperature more than its resisting temperature
and is deformed unfairly if the heated air blowing time is too long, and hence, attention should be paid. The blowing time
of this heated air y containing the hydrogen peroxide gas B may be set to 2 to 5 seconds, for example.

[0149] Furthermore, as occasion demands, in place of the heated air y, the hydrogen peroxide is gasified by mixing
the condensed mist of the low density hydrogen peroxide with sterilized air of normal temperature and such gasified
hydrogen peroxide gas may be supplied to the nozzle 64 so as not to be condensed.

[0150] As mentioned above, by performing the air rinse treatment by supplying the sterilized heated air y containing
the hydrogen peroxide gas f into the bottle 1, the bottle 1 is heated from the inner surface thereof and the sterilizing
effect by the hydrogen peroxide gas  contained in the heated air y, for example, a bottom portion of the bottle 1, which
was insufficiently sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o supplied from the spray tube 59 can be more
sufficiently sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide gas 3 contained in the heated air y.
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[0151] In the illustrated embodiment, although the hydrogen peroxide gas 3 contained in the heated air y is blown into
the bottle 1 with the nozzle 64 being disposed outside the bottle 1, each nozzle 64 may be arranged to be vertically
movable so that the nozzle 64 enters the bottle 1 when the hydrogen peroxide gas B contained in the heated air f is
blown into the bottle 1. Furthermore, the nozzle 64 may be inserted into the bottle 1 in the inverted attitude to thereby
perform the air rinsing treatment to thereby remove foreign materials or like.

[0152] The grippers 28 disposed between the start end wheel 36a in the inspection section 8 and the final end wheel
58b in the sterilization section 9 are controlled in their travelling speeds such that the remaining heat of the bottles 1 at
the bottle molding process in the molding section 7 is maintained to an extent necessary for the sterilization of the bottles
1 in the sterilization section 9.

[0153] Thatis, as shownin Fig. 13, the servo-motor S1 for driving all the wheels 36a, 36b, 36c¢ in the inspection section
8 so as to be dynamically interlocked with each other is disposed in the inspection section 8, and the servo-motor S2
for driving all the wheels 58a, 58b, 58c, 58d, 58e in the sterilization section 9 and the air rinse section 96 so as to be
dynamically interlocked with each other is disposed in the sterilization section 9 and the air rinse section 96.

[0154] According to the controlling of the servo-motors S1 and S2, the travelling speed of the grippers 28 are adjusted,
and as a result, the bottle 1 gripped by the gripper 28, with the remaining heat at the bottle molding time being maintained
to the extent necessary for the sterilization in the sterilization section 9, is conveyed directly below the spray tube 59.
Further, the bottle 1 blown with the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide from the spray tube 59 at the sterilization
section 9 promptly reaches the air rinse section 96.

[0155] It may be desired that the temperature of the bottle 1 directly below the spray tube 59 is maintained more than
50 °C. By maintaining the temperature more than 50 °C, the sterilization effect by the condensed mist a of the hydrogen
peroxide can be properly achieved. Further, although it is hard to sterilize the bottle neck portion 1a, the thickened portion
such as bottle bottom portion and the portions such as bottle bottom portion to which the condensed mist hardly reaches,
according to the present embodiment, since in the bottle 1 immediately after the molding process, these portions are
highly heated, these portions can be effectively sterilized even by a small amount of the condensed mist a.

[0156] In the beverage filling apparatus of this embodiment, there is provided positive pressure creating means for
making the pressure in the inspection section 8 higher than the pressure in the molding section 7 and the sterilization
section 9 as like as in the first embodiment mentioned hereinbefore. Since this positive pressure creating means has
substantially the same structure as that of the first embodiment, the details thereof are omitted herein

[0157] As shown in Fig. 13, an aseptic water rinse section 91 is coupled with the air rinse section 96. This aseptic
water rinse section 91 is also entirely covered by a chamber 91a. A partition wall, not shown, is disposed between the
chamber 91 and the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9 and a bottle passing hole is formed to this partition wall.
[0158] A wheel row coupled with the final end wheel 58e of the bottle travelling means on the sterilization section side
is connected to the chamber 91a of the aseptic water rinse section 91. More specifically, this wheel row includes three
wheels 92a, 92b, 92¢, around which a bottle travelling path is formed.

[0159] Furthermore, grippers 28 similar to those shown in Fig. 4 are arranged around the start end wheel 92a and the
final end wheel 92c¢, and a plurality of grippers 20, such as shown in Figs. 15A and 15B, are also arranged around the
intermediate wheel 92b having a larger diameter, at constant pitches.

[0160] The gripper 20 has a pair of clamp pieces 20a and 20b for clamping the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 from
the outside side thereof. The paired clamp pieces 20a, 20b are supported to the base portion 21 by means of vertical
pins 22, 22 to be rotatable and always pulled in the closing direction by means of tension spring 23. According to such
structure, as shown in Fig. 15B, the paired clamp pieces 20a, 20b always function to grip the neck portion 1a of the
bottle 1. A column-shaped vertical shaft pin 24 is attached to the base portion 21 in a manner such that the vertical shaft
pin 24 is slidable in the radial direction of the start end wheel 19a with the shaft pin 24 being fitted into recessed portions
formed to root portions of the clamp pieces 20a and 20b. A cam follower 25 is coupled with the vertical shaft pin 24 also
to be slidable in the radial direction of the start end wheel 19a.

[0161] Inside the intermediate wheel 92b is arranged a cam, not shown, which is engaged with the cam follower 25
so as to slide the cam follower 25 and the vertical shaft pin 24 in the radial direction of the start end wheel 19a at the
predetermined position and which acts to switch the clamp pieces 20a and 20b of the gripper 20 to the opened position
or closed position thereof. When the intermediate wheel 92b is rotated and the gripper 20 is moved so as to oppose to
the bottle 1 gripped by the gripper 28 of the wheel 92a, the clamp pieces 20a and 20b of the gripper 20 grips bottle neck
portion 1a at the lower side of the support ring 5 and conveys the bottle 1 in the vertically suspended state.

[0162] Furthermore, as shown in Figs. 15A and 15B, the gripper 20 is provided with horizontal pivot 26 projecting in
the circumferential direction of the start end wheel 19a, and the gripper 20 is held to the start end wheel 19a through
the horizontal pivot 26. On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 16, another cam 27 circularly curved with the turning shaft
of the start end wheel 19a being the center of the curvature is also disposed so that each of the grippers 20 contacts
this cam 27. When intermediate wheel 92b is turned and the gripper 20 receiving the bottle 1 is turned, the gripper 20
is vertically inverted together with the bottle 1 with the horizontal pivot 26 being the fulcrum under the guidance of the
cam 27. According to such motion, as shown in Figs. 14A and 14B, the bottle 1 is vertically inverted with the neck portion
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1a thereof being directed downward.

[0163] As shown in Fig. 14A, the bottle 1 passing through the interior of the air rinse section 96 travels in the aseptic
water rinse section 91 with being gripped in the vertical attitude by the gripper 28 around the start end wheel 92a, and
as shown in Fig. 14B, is then inverted in its position by the gripper 20 of the intermediate wheel 92b. At this time, the
hot water nozzle 93 is inserted into the bottle 1 through the bottle neck portion 1a to thereby feed the hot water "w" of
the aseptic water into the bottle 1. The hot water "w" cleans the inside of the bottle 1 and then flows out of the bottle 1
from the neck portion 1a thereof. After the cleaning of the bottle 1 by the hot water "w", the bottle 1 is again turned to
the vertically normal position by the gripper 20 of the intermediate wheel 92b, is received by the gripper 28 of the final
end wheel 92c, and is then conveyed to the subsequent beverage filling section 10.

[0164] The hot water "w" is aseptic water of the temperature of about 60 to 70 °C, but it may be of normal temperature.
[0165] As shown in Fig. 16, the beverage filling section 10 is connected to the aseptic water rinse section 91. The
beverage filling section 10 is also entirely covered with the chamber 10a, and a partition wall, not shown, is disposed
between this chamber 10a and the chamber 91a of the aseptic water rinse section 91. The partition wall is formed with
a bottle passing hole.

[0166] A wheel row coupled with the final end wheel 92c as travelling means for the bottle 1 on the aseptic water rinse
section side is connected, as shown in Fig. 13, to the inside of the chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10.
[0167] More specifically, this wheel row includes six wheels 94a, 94b, 94c, 94d, 94e, 94f, around which a bottle
travelling path is formed.

[0168] Furthermore, grippers 28 similar to those shown in Fig. 4 are arranged around the respective wheels 94a, 94b,
94c, 94d, 94e and 94f.

[0169] In the chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10, the grippers 28 transfer the bottles 1 subsequently from
the start end wheel 94a to the final end wheel 94f while gripping the bottle neck portions 1a and turning around the
respective wheels 94a, 94b, 94c, 94d, 94e and 94f. According to such operation, the bottles 1 continuously travel in the
beverage filling section 10 from the start end wheel 94a toward the final end wheel 94f, and during the travelling, since
the gripper 28 grips the neck portion 1a of the bottle 1 by the paired clamp pieces 28a and 28b, the bottle 1 travels in
the normally vertically suspended attitude.

[0170] Thebeveragefillingmachineis disposed in the chamber 10a of the beverage filling section 10 at a predetermined
position around the intermediate wheel 94c having a larger diameter. As shown in Fig. 3N, the bottle 1 is filled with the
preliminarily sterilized beverage "a" from the nozzle 95 of the beverage filling machine. This nozzle 95 is travelled in
synchronous with the bottle 1, and accordingly, a constant amount of beverage "a" fills the bottle 1 during the travelling
of the bottle 1 and the nozzle 95.

[0171] Furthermore, a capper is disposed to a predetermined position around the intermediate wheel 94e on the
downstream side of the beverage filling machine. As shown in Fig. 30, the cap 2 is applied by the neck portion 1a of
the bottle 1, thus sealing the bottle 1.

[0172] The bottle 1 filled with the beverage "a" and sealed by the cap 2 is then released from the gripper 28 of the
final end wheel 94f and discharged externally from the beverage filling apparatus from an outlet of the chamber 10a.
[0173] Incidentally, as shown in Fig. 13, a servo-motor S3 for driving all the wheels 92a, 92b, 92c in the aseptic water
rinse section 91 so as to be dynamically interlocked with each other is disposed in the aseptic water rinse section 91,
and three servo-motors S4, S5 and S6 for driving the wheels 94a, 94b, 94c, 94d, 94e and 94f in the beverage filling
section 10 so as to be dynamically interlocked in predetermined combinations thereof are disposed in the beverage
filling section 10. In these servo-motors S4, S5 and S6, the servo-motor S4 drives the wheels 94a and 94b disposed on
the upstream side of the intermediate wheel 94b for which the beverage filling machine is provided, the servo-motor S5
drives the intermediate wheel 94c¢ for which the beverage filling machine is provided, and the servo-motor S6 drives the
wheels 94d, 94e and 94f disposed downstream side of the intermediate wheel 94c¢ for which the beverage filling machine
is provided.

[0174] According to the arrangement mentioned above, even if the respective wheels and grippers of the inspection
section 8, the airrinse section 96, the aseptic water rinse section 91 and the beverage filling section 10 have the structures
different from each other, the grippers of the respective sections can be driven synchronously in accordance with the
controlling of the servo-motors S1 to S6, and thus, the bottles 1 can be smoothly continuously travelled from the molding
section 7 toward the beverage filling section 10.

[0175] Further, inthe above second embodiment, although the molding section 7 is driven by a generally known electric
motor, the wheels and the turntable of the molding section 7 may be also driven by the servo-motor.

[0176] Thefunction oroperation of the beverage filling apparatus according to the second embodiment will be described
hereunder.

(1) First, the preform 6 such as shown in Fig. 3A is prepared. The preform 6 is injection-molded through the injection

molding process, and thereafter, is fed into the preform supply machine 11 of the beverage filling apparatus of this
embodiment.
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The preform 6 is then supplied into the molding section 7 by means of conveyer 12 of the preform supply machine.
(2) The preform 6 is conveyed by the conveyer 12 in a vertically standing position as shown in Fig. 3A is received
by the gripper of the start end wheel 13a continuously rotating in the molding section 7, and is inverted up-side-
down by the gripper of the intermediate wheel 13b.

The preform 6 in the inverted attitude is applied to the mandrel 17 of the first turntable 14a from the neck portion 1a
of the bottle 1.

The mandrel 17 applied with the preform 6 travels, as shown in Fig. 3C, while revolving, in the heating chamber 16,
and then, continuously travels in the heating chamber 16, while revolving, together with the mandrel 17. Thus, the
preform 6 can be uniformly heated to a temperature capable of being subjected to the blow molding treatment.

(3) The heated preform 6 is clamped by the blow molding mold 18 as shown in Fig. 3D, and air is blown through
the blow nozzle 19 penetrating the mandrel 17. Thus, the bottle 1 is molded in the mold 18.

The thus molded bottle 1 is taken out of the mold 18 by opening the mold 18 together with the mandrel 17, and as
shown in Fig. 3E, is conveyed in the inverted attitude toward the first turntable 14a through the sixth turntable 14f.
(4) The bottle 1 held by the mandrel 17 at the first turntable 14a grips by the gripper 98 of the start end wheel 19a,
as shown in Fig. 3F, in the normally vertical attitude. In this time, the gripper 98 grips the portion of the bottle 1 above
the support ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1a. Subsequently, the bottle 1 is received by the gripper 28, as shown
in Fig. 4, of the final end wheel 19b, and at this time, the gripper 28 grips the portion of the bottle 1 below the support
ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1a as shown in Fig. 6.

(5) The gripper 37 of the start end wheel 36a of the inspection section 8 grips the portion of the bottle 1 above the
support ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1a and receives the bottle 1. This bottle 1 is turned in a state being held by
the gripper 37

During this turning motion, as shown in Fig. 3G, the shell portion of the bottle 1 is inspected by the bottle shell portion
inspection means. In this inspection, the image of the bottle shell portion picked up by the camera 45 is processed
by the image processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such as injury, foreign
material, discoloration or like exists.

(6) The bottle 1 is transferred to the gripper 28 of the intermediate wheel 36b from the gripper 37 of the start end
wheel 36a, and then, as shown in Fig. 3H and Fig. 6, is turned by the gripper 28 of the intermediate wheel 36b while
being gripped at the portion below the support ring 5 of the bottle neck portion 1.

During this turning motion, as shown in Fig. 3H, the temperature of the bottle 1 is detected by the temperature sensor
46 of the temperature detecting means. In this temperature detection, if it does not reach 50 °C, for example, it is
judged that this bottle 1 is defective product.

(7) Subsequently, as shown in Fig. 3l, the surface condition of the support ring 5 of the bottle 1 is inspected by the
support ring inspection means. In this inspection, the image of the upper face of the support ring 5 picked up by the
camera 48 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality
such as injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(8) Subsequent to the inspection of the support ring 5 of the bottle 1, as shown in Fig. 3J, the surface condition of
the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a is inspected by the bottle neck portion upper face inspection means.
In this inspection, the image of the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a picked up by the camera 50 is
processed by the image processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such as
injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(9) Subsequent to the inspection of the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a, as shown in Fig. 3K, the bottom
portion of the bottle 1 is inspected. In this inspection, the image of the bottle bottom portion picked up by the camera
52 is processed by the image processing device, not shown, and it is discriminated whether any abnormality such
as injury, foreign material, discoloration or like exists.

(10) The bottle 1 subjected to the above respective inspections is held by the gripper 28 shown in Fig. 8 of the final
end wheel 36¢ of the inspection section 8. In an event that a signal representing any abnormality is generated during
these various inspections, the gripper releasing mechanism is operated as shown in Fig. 9 so that the paired clamp
pieces 28a and 28b of the gripper 28 are operated from the closed state shown with two-dot-chain line to the opened
state shown with solid line, thus releasing the defective bottle 1.

According to such operation, the bottle 1 to which any abnormality such as injury is generated to the shell portion,
the bottom portion, the upper face 1d of the bottle neck portion 1a, the support ring 5 or the like is removed from
the bottle travelling path. Furthermore, the bottle 1 of a temperature such that sufficient sterilization cannot be given
to the bottle 1 even if the sterilization by the hydrogen peroxide is effected in the following sterilizing process is also
removed from the bottle travelling path.

On the other hand, the good bottle as non-defective product is conveyed toward the sterilization section 9 through
the bottle removing section because the movable cam 53a is retained at the position shown in Fig. 9A.

(11) The bottle 1 as good product is transferred to the gripper 28 of the start end wheel 58a of the sterilization section
9 from the gripper 28 of the final end wheel 36¢ of the inspection section 8, and then transferred to the grippers of
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the downstream side wheels and continuously travelled.

When the bottle 1 as good product is travelled around the intermediate wheel 58b in the state being gripped by the
gripper 28, as shown in Fig. 3L, the bottle 1 passes directly below the spray tube 59. Accordingly, the condensed
mist a of the hydrogen peroxide ejected from the spray tube 59 is sprayed toward the bottle 1 to thereby sterilize
the inner and outer surfaces of the bottle 1. As mentioned above, since only the bottles 1 judged as good products
to which proper heat remains reach, these bottles 1 are properly sterilized by the condensed mist a of the hydrogen
peroxide and then conveyed downstream side.

(12) The bottle 1 sterilized by the condensed mist a. of the hydrogen peroxide is travelled around the intermediate
wheel 58c in the manner of being gripped by the gripper 28, and in this time, as shown in Fig. 3M, the hydrogen
gas B and the hot air y are blown from the nozzle 64. Accordingly, the inner and outer surfaces of the bottle 1 are
subjected to the air rinsing treatment to thereby remove the hydrogen peroxide adhering to the inner and outer
surfaces of the bottle 1.

(13) As shown in Fig. 12, the positive pressure creating means is disposed on the way of the travelling path from
the molding section 7 to the sterilization section 9 through the inspection section 8. According to the location of such
positive pressure creating means, extra amounts of the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide and the gas 3
flowing into the chamber 9a of the sterilization section 9 are exhausted outside the chamber 9a through the ducts
86 and 89. On the other hand, the cleaned air flowing into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 flows toward
the chamber 7a of the molding section 7 and the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79 so as to prevent the contaminated
air or air containing the hydrogen peroxide from flowing into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8.
Furthermore, even if the air is sucked into the chamber 8a of the inspection section 8 from the chamber 7a of the
molding section by the travelling of the bottle 1, this air is prevented from flowing into the chamber 9a of the sterilization
section 9 by the exhaust from the atmosphere shutoff chamber 79, so that the inside of the sterilization section 9
can be effectively prevented from being contaminated.

(14) During the conveyance of the bottle 1 toward the downstream side of the sterilization section 9 though the
inspection section 8, if any abnormality is generated on the molding section side and the wheel row on the molding
section side is emergently stopped, as shown in Fig. 7, the piston rod 42a of the piston-cylinder assembly 42 is
contracted so that the paired clamp pieces 37a and 37b now in closed state are opened by about 180 degrees as
shown in Fig. 7. According to this operation, the interference of the gripper 28 mounted to the final end wheel 19b
of the molding section 7 with the gripper 37 mounted to the start end wheel 36a of the inspection section 8 can be
prevented from causing.

Furthermore, since the start end wheel 36a and the following wheel rows are continuously rotated, the bottle 1
introduced into the inspection section 8 is continuously travelled toward the downstream side. Accordingly, the
normally molded bottle 1 is inspected in the inspection section 8, and the bottle 1 passing through the inspection
section 8 is conveyed toward the sterilization section 9, thus preventing waste bottles 1 from generating. In addition,
even if the molding section 7 stops the operation, the inspection section 8 and the following sections can be operated,
so that the bottle 1 can be continuously travelled in the downstream side direction following the sterilization section
9, and hence, the excessive adhesion of the hydrogen peroxide by the stopping of the bottle 1 in the sterilization
section 9 and the defective sterilization function due to the cooling of the bottle 1 can be effectively prevented. Thus,
the only the good bottles 1 can be filled with the beverage.

(15) The bottle 1 blown with the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide in the sterilization section 9 enters the
air rinse section 96 and is subjected to the air rinsing treatment around the wheel 58c as shown in Fig. 14A.
Accordingly, the excessive amount of the hydrogen peroxide adhering to the bottle 1 can be removed therefrom.
(16) The bottle 1 subjected to the air rinsing treatment is conveyed into the aseptic water rinse section 91 from the
gripper 28 of the final end wheel 58e of the air rinse section 96 and then travelled around the wheels 92a, 92b and
92c in the aseptic water rinse section 91 from the upstream side toward the downstream side. The bottle 1 is then
inverted up-side-down by the gripper 20 of the intermediate wheel 92b, and as shown in Fig. 14B, the interior of the
bottle 1 is cleaned with the aseptic hot water "w". Thus, the excessive hydrogen peroxide adhering to the inner
surface of the bottle 1 can be removed.

In the case where the air in the air rinse section does not include the gas 3 of the hydrogen peroxide, although such
aseptic water rinsing treatment may be eliminated, even in such case, the aseptic water rinsing treatment may be
performed as occasion demands. The bottle 1 after the cleaning is returned to the normal vertical position with the
bottle neck portion 1a being directed upward by the inverting movement of the gripper 20.

(17) The bottle 1 subjected to the aseptic water rinsing treatment is conveyed to the beverage filling section 10, and
at the time of travelling around the wheel 94c with being gripped by the gripper 28, a predetermined amount of the
beverage "a" is fed from the nozzle 95 of the beverage filling machine, as shown in Fig. 3N.

(18) The bottle 1 filled up with the beverage "a" travels around the wheel 94e with the neck portion 1a thereof being
gripped by the gripper 28, and during the travelling, the cap 2 is applied to the neck portion 1a by the capper as
shown in Fig. 30. According to this operation, the bottle 1 is sealed as beverage package, which is then conveyed
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outward the beverage filling apparatus.

[0177] Further, in the embodiment of Fig. 13, it may be possible to eliminate the air rinse section 96 and directly connect
the aseptic waterrinse section 91 to the sterilization section 9. In such arrangement, the bottle 1 sterilized in the sterilization
section 9 is immediately sent to the aseptic water rinse section 91 so as to be subjected to the hot-water rinsing treatment
of the heated aseptic water. According to this operation, although the sterilization by the hydrogen peroxide in the
sterilization section 9 is relatively difficult, aspergillus spore such as ascomycontina relatively weak to heat may be
sterilized by the aseptic hot water. Thus, beverage which is liable to be corrupted by the aspergillus spore can fill the
bottle, which is then stored.

[Third Embodiment 3]

[0178] In this third embodiment, a container or vessel to be sterilized is a bottle 1 shown in Fig. 20B, which is obtained
by blow-forming the preform 6 formed of PET shown in Fig. 20A. The preform 6 has a bottomed tubular shape having
a mouth portion 1a as like as the bottle 1.

[0179] This container is sterilized in a sequence shown in Fig. 20.

[0180] First, a preform as shown in Fig. 20A is prepared. The preform 6 is heated so that an entire temperature of the
bottle 1 increased to a uniform temperature range suitable for the molding of the preform 6, and thereafter, as shown in
Fig. 20A, the preform 6 is fed into the mold 18 so as to be molded as a bottle 1.

[0181] A blow-molding (injection) machine is provided with the mold 18 surrounding the preform 6 and the blow nozzle
19 for blowing gas. The bottle 1 is formed in the mold 18 by blowing gas such as air from the blow nozzle 19 into the
preform 6 of which temperature is increased to the suitable temperature range in the mold 18. Thereafter, the mold 18
is opened and the bottle 1 is taken out of the mold 18.

[0182] In this blow forming process, the temperature of the mold 18 is maintained at substantially constant temperature,
which is a temperature of the bottle 1 at the time of supplying the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide into the
bottle 1 and is appropriately set in accordance with substance or material of the bottle 1 or shape to be desired, and this
temperature is, for example, 60 to 80 °C.

[0183] Asshown in Fig. 20A, the mold 18 is composed of a mold upper portion 18a corresponding to the mouth portion
1a of the bottle 1, a mold central portion 18b corresponding to the shell portion 1b of the bottle 1 and a mold bottom
portion 18c corresponding to the bottom portion 1c of the bottle 1, and these mold portions are splittable and are set so
as to have temperatures different from each other. For example, the temperature of the mold upper portion 18a corre-
sponding to the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 may be set to a temperature lower than those of the mold central portion
18b and mold bottom portion 18c. Since the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 has already been formed to the preform 6,
if the mouth portion 1a is excessively heated, the mouth portion 1a may be deformed. Therefore, such deformation of
the mouth portion 1a can be prevented by setting the temperature of the mold upper portion 18a contacting the mouth
portion 1a to be lower than those of the other portions, the deformation of the mouth portion 1a may be effectively
prevented.

[0184] The molding process of the bottle 1 shown in Fig. 20A is performed synchronously with the travelling of the
mold 18 of the blow molding machine, the blow nozzle 19 and the preform 6. However, it may be possible to mold the
bottle 1 from the preform 6 at a fixed position by setting the blow forming machine to the fixed position.

[0185] The thus molded bottle 1 is maintained at a predetermined temperature by the remaining heat at the molding
process by the mold 18, and during the following travelling at a predetermined speed, as shown in Fig. 20B, the surface
temperature is detected by the temperature sensors 46, 46. This temperature is a preliminarily heating temperature for
suitably sterilizing the bottle 1, and it is hence desirable to be more than 50 °C for effectively achieving the desired
sterilizing effect by the hydrogen peroxide in the following process.

[0186] As the temperature sensors 46, 46, although an infrared ray thermometer may be utilized, for example, other
thermometers may be also utilized. These temperature sensors 46, 46 are arranged so as to oppose to the support ring
of the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 and the bottom portion 1c thereof as shown in Fig. 20B.

[0187] In a case where either one of the temperatures of these two portions of the bottle 1 detected by the two
temperature sensors 46 and 46 does not reach the predetermined temperature, such bottle 1 is removed as defective
product. Such defective bottle 1 having a temperature not reaching the predetermined temperature may be considered
not to be sufficiently sterilized even if the bottle 1 is sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide in the following process. On the
other hand, the bottle 1 of which temperatures of two portions reach the predetermined temperatures will be considered
to be sufficiently sterilized when the bottle 1 is sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide in the following process. Such bottle
1 is continuously travelled as good product toward the sterilization section so as to be subjected to the sterilization
process as shown in Fig. 20C.

[0188] Further, although the two portions of the bottle 1 mentioned above opposing to the temperature sensors 46,
46 are portions liable to cause cold spots, the number of the temperature sensors to be located is not limited to two and
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may be increased or decreased in accordance with the shape and size of the bottle 1, and a kind of the mold, or like.
For example, only one temperature sensor 46 may be located to the position opposing to the bottle bottom portion 1c
to which cold spot will be liable to be caused rather than to the portion of the support ring.

[0189] After the molding process, the bottle 1 maintaining the preheating temperature is travelled at the predetermined
speed, and as shown in Fig. 20C, during this travelling, the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide as a sterilizing
agent is blown to thereby sterilize the bottle 1. The bottle 1 of the temperature not reaching the preheating temperature
is removed before the sterilization process shown in Fig. 20C, so that only the bottle 1 maintaining the predetermined
preheating temperature is subjected to the sterilization process.

[0190] Further, the bottle 1 may be supplied for the sterilization process as shown in Fig. 20C by preparing a preliminarily
molded bottle 1 without connecting the molding process of the bottle 1 to the sterilization process. In such case, it is
necessary to convey the bottle 1 for the sterilization process after heating the bottle 1 to the preheating temperature
while blowing hot air to the travelling bottle 1. The surface temperature of the bottle 1 is measured also by the manner
mentioned with reference to Fig. 20B, and the bottle 1 to which temperature does notreach the predetermined temperature
is removed.

[0191] The condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide is generated by gasifying the hydrogen peroxide and then
condensing such gasified hydrogen peroxide such as by a mist generating device 61 shown in Fig. 10.

[0192] The bottle 1 is travelled with its mouth portion 1a being directed upward, and the spray tube 59 is arranged at
the predetermined position above the travelling path, with the opening of the spray tube 59 being directed to the mouth
portion 1a of the bottle 1. The condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide is continuously blown out towards the mouth
portion 1a of the bottle 1 conveyed along the travelling path from the opening of the spray tube 59, and the sprayed
condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide flows into the bottle 1 through the mouth portion 1a thereof and sterilizes
the inner surface of the bottle 1 and also flows out of the bottle 1 to thereby sterilize the outer surface of the bottle 1.
[0193] The condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide sprayed from the spray tube 59 adheres by, preferably, an
amount of 30 w L/bottle to 150 w L/bottle, and more preferably, an amount of 50 p. L/bottle to 100 w L/bottle.

[0194] As mentioned above, it is desirable that the surface temperature of the bottle 1 at the supply time of the
condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide is more than 50 °C that is the preheating temperature, and for this purpose,
the spray tube 59 is arranged to the position at which the bottle surface temperature can be maintained at a temperature
more than 50°C. The surface temperature of the bottle at this time will be determined on the basis of the heat capacity
of the bottle 1, the atmospheric condition around the bottle 1, the heat amount applied by the mold 18 and so on. In this
embodiment, the bottle travelling speed from the blow molding machine to the spray tube 59, the mold temperature at
the bottle molding process and so on are set so that the bottle surface temperature becomes more than 50 °C at the
time of supplying the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide.

[0195] Further, the bottle surface temperature at the time of supplying the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide
is appropriately set in accordance with substance and shape of the bottle 1, kind of the sterilizing agent, and so on so
as to suitably sterilize the bottle 1. It may be not necessary to set the temperature of the entire bottle surface to be more
than 50 °C. For example, in a case where the temperatures of the upper portion 18a of the mold 18 is lowered more
than those of the central portion 18b and lower portion 18c of the mold 18 at the time of molding the bottle 1, the
temperature of the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 may become less than 50 °C. In such case, according to the present
embodiment, since the condensed mist o of high density of the hydrogen peroxide is supplied to the mouth portion 1a
of the bottle 1, the mouth portion 1a can be suitably sterilized.

[0196] In the sterilization process shown in Fig. 20C, it may be desired that the bottle travelling path is surrounded by
a tunnel 60, and by surrounding the travelling path by the tunnel 60, the condensed mist a of the hydrogen peroxide
easily adheres to the outer surface of the bottle 1, thus improving the sterilizing effect to the bottle outer surface.
[0197] The bottle 1 of which inner and outer surfaces are sterilized by the condensed mist o of the hydrogen peroxide
is further travelled toward the air rinse section so as to be subjected to the air rinsing treatment as shown in Fig. 20D.
[0198] In this air rinsing treatment, the nozzle 64 following the travelling of the bottle 1 is disposed. The nozzle 64 is
inserted into the bottle 1 through its mouth portion 1a while travelling together with the bottle 1 at the same speed. Of
course, it is possible for the nozzle 64 to be arranged so as to be directed to the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 without
inserting thereinto.

[0199] The hydrogen peroxide gas [ conveyed by the sterilized and heated hot air is blown into the bottle 1 through
the nozzle 64. This hydrogen peroxide gas f3 is generated by the air rinse device shown in Fig. 17 and then supplied to
the bottle 1.

[0200] The bottle 1 effected with the air rinsing treatment is travelled for receiving the cleaning process shown in Fig.
20E, but the cleaning process may be performed as occasion demands.

[0201] In this cleaning process, the bottle 1 is travelled in an inverted upside-down-state, and the nozzle 7 for cleaning
is inserted into the mouth portion 1a directed downward, and the heated aseptic water "w" is injected into the bottle 1
through the nozzle 7. In this manner, the hydrogen peroxide remaining inside the bottle 1 is washed out.

[0202] Although it is desirable that the aseptic water "w" is supplied for the cleaning process by being heated to about
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60 to 80°C, the aseptic water of normal temperature may be supplied as occasion demands. The aseptic water supplying
time is appropriately set in accordance with the capacity or shape of the bottle 1 to, for example, 1 to 10 seconds.
[0203] Atfter the cleaning of the bottle 1 by the aseptic water "w", the bottle 1 is again inverted to the state of the mouth
portion 1a being directed upward. Thereafter, the cleaned bottle 1 is filled with inner content, and after the filling of the
inner content, the bottle 1 is sealed by applying the cap, not shown, to the mouth portion 1a, thus forming a sealed
aseptic package.

[0204] Effects attained by the container sterilization method of the present invention will be compared with effects
attained by the conventional sterilization method as in the following Table 2.

Table 2
No. H,0, mist H,0, adding Log Number of bacteria Judgment
adhering amount in reduction adhering on inner
amount (. air(gas surface of preform
Libottle) | density)(mg/ L) 103 | 104 | 105 | H,0,using | Sterliz | Total
amount ation
(mL/min) perform
ance
A1 50 0.0 <34 000 | 00 | 000 170 @) X A
[ J
A2 100 0.0 6.0 OO0 | OO | OOe 340 X @) A
@)
A3 150 0.0 >6.0 OO0 | OO | OO0 510 X ©) A
@)
B1 50 3.3 6 OO0 | OO | OOe 230 @) @) @)
@)
B2 50 5 >6.0 OO0 | OO | OO0 260 ©) ©) @)
@)

[0205] In the column "No" in the above Table 2, A1, A2, A3, B1, B2 denotes bottle sample numbers, in which A1, A2
and A3 correspond to the conventional sterilization method, and B1 and B2 correspond to the third embodiment of the
present invention mentioned above.

[0206] In the Table 2, the column "H,O, Mist Adhering Amount" represents the hydrogen peroxide mist adhering to
the inner surface of the bottle.

[0207] The column of "H,O, Adding Amount In Air" represents the gas density of the hydrogen peroxide gas added
in hot air of the air rinse process.

[0208] The column "Log Reduction" represents LRV (Logarithmic Reduction Value) as to B. subtilis spore.

[0209] The column of "Bacteria Amount Adhering to Preform Inner Surface" represents the numbers of bacteria ad-
hering to the inner surfaces of the preforms before the molding of the respective bottles A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, and symbol
[O] shows good sterilization effect and [@®] shows insufficient sterilization effect.

[0210] Inthe column of "Judgement", the term "H,O, Using Amount" shows the using amount of the hydrogen peroxide
and shows the fact whether this using amount is appropriate or not, in which symbol [O] shows appropriate using amount
and [X] shows excessive using amount.

[0211] Inthe column of "Sterilization Performance", [@] shows the sterilizing effect (LRV) being more than 6, [O] shows
LRV being 6, and [X] LVR being less than 6. In the column of "Total", [O] shows that both the using amount and the
sterilizing performance are good, and [A] shows that either one of the using amount and the sterilizing performance is
defective.

[0212] As is apparent from the Table 2, according to the conventional method, the sterilization effect of LRV = 6 can
be obtained only by using large amount of the hydrogen peroxide of 340mL/min. to 510mL/min. However, according to
the method of the present invention, the sterilization effect LRV = 6, which is the same as that in the conventional method,
can be obtained by using the hydrogen peroxide only of 230mL/min. to 260mL/min. That is, according to the present
invention, substantially the same sterilization effect as that attained in the conventional method can be obtained only by
reducing the using amount of the hydraulic peroxide to 1/2 of the conventional method.

[0213] The device for performing the method of the third embodiment has a structure shown in Fig. 21.

[0214] As shown in Fig. 21, this sterilization device is provided with a preform supply machine 208 for continuously
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supplying the bottomed preforms 6 (shown in Fig. 20A) each having a mouth portion 1a at a predetermined interval, a
blow molding machine 209, a bottle sterilizing machine 210 as sterilizing means for sterilizing the bottle 1 by contacting
the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a to the molded bottle 1, and a filling machine 211 as filling means for cleaning
the sterilized bottle 1 and filling the bottle 1 with content such as beverage and then sealing the bottle 1.

[0215] Abottle conveying pathisformed by predetermined conveying means along a line between the preform supplying
machine 208 and the filling machine 211, and on the conveying path, grippers 28 (Fig. 17) and other members for holding
and conveying the preforms 6 and the bottles 1 are disposed.

[0216] The preform supplying machine 208 is provided with a preform conveyer 212 for subsequently supplying the
preforms 6 to the blow molding machine 209 at predetermined interval. The preforms 6 are fed to the blow molding
machine 209 through the preform conveyer 212.

[0217] The blow molding machine 209 a heating section 213 for heating the preform 6 conveyed by the preform
conveyer 212 and a molding section 214 for heating and forming the heated preform 6 into a bottle 1.

[0218] Inside the blow molding machine 209, there is conveying means for receiving the preform 6 at the final end
portion of the preform conveyer 212 and molding the preform into the bottle 1, and then conveying the bottle 1 to the
succeeding bottle sterilizing machine 210, and on this conveyer path, the heating section 213, the molding section 214
and so on are disposed.

[0219] The conveying means is provided with a first row of wheels 215, 216, 217, 218 for conveying the preform 6
from the final end portion of the preform conveyer 212 to the heating section 213, a conveyer 219 for conveying the
preform 6 within the heating section 213, and a second row of wheels 220, 221, 222, 217 for receiving the heated preform
6 from the conveyer 219 and feeding the preform to the molding section 214, in which the preform 6 is molded into the
bottle 1, and then feeding the molded bottle 1 to the subsequent sterilizing machine 210. The wheel 217 may be commonly
utilized between the first wheel row of wheels 215,216, 217, 218 and the second wheel row of wheels 220, 221, 222, 217.
[0220] The preform 6 is fed into the blow molding machine 209 by the preform conveyer 212, and thereafter, is
transferred to the conveyer 219 through the first wheel row of wheels 215, 216, 217, 218, and according to the travelling
of the conveyer 219, the preform 6 is reciprocally moved in the seating section 213. A heater, now shown, is provided
for the wall portion of the heating section 213, so as to heat the preform 6 conveyed by the conveyer 219. The preform
6 heated in the heating section 213 is received by the second wheel row of the wheels 220, 221, 222, 217 and then is
transferred to the molding section 214.

[0221] The molding section 214 is provided with a mold 18 (Fig. 20A) for molding the heated preform 6 into the bottle
1 and a blow nozzle 19 (Fig. 20A) blowing gas into the heated preform 6.

[0222] The mold 18 is composed of, as shown in Fig. 20A, the mold upper portion 18a for molding the mouth portion
1a of the bottle 1, the mold central portion 18b for molding the shell portion 1b of the bottle 1, and the mold bottom portion
18c¢ for molding the bottom portion 1c of the bottle 1, and the bottle 1 is formed in the mold 18 by blowing gas such as
air into the preform through the blow nozzle 19. The mold 18 molds the bottle 1 from the preform 6 while being moved
together with the preform 6 in the circumferential direction of the wheel 221.

[0223] The preform 6 is heated by the heating section 213 of the preform supplying machine 208 and cooled at the
time of being molded into the bottle 1 by the mold 18 of the blow molding machine 209. The bottle 1, however, discharged
from the mold 18 is travelled around the wheels 222 and 217 while keeping the preliminary molding temperature by the
remaining heat at the molding time.

[0224] A temperature inspection device 238 is provided to a portion between the molding section 214 of the blow
molding machine 209 and the subsequent bottle sterilizing machine 210, and a wheel row including wheels 223, 224,
225 is disposed within the temperature inspection device 238.

[0225] The temperature sensors 46, 46 are arranged to the outer peripheral portion of the wheel 223 contacting the
wheel 217 as shown in Fig. 20B. A discharge conveyer 295 such as air conveying device is connected to the downstream
side wheel 225 contacting the wheel 223 through the intermediate wheel 224. The bottle 1, which is judged not to reach
the preliminary molding temperature by the temperature sensors 46, 46 is discharged outside the conveying path from
the discharge conveyer 295. On the other hand, the bottle 1, which is judged to reach the preliminary molding temperature
by the temperature sensors 46, 46 is successively travelled along the conveying path and fed to the subsequent bottle
sterilizing machine 210.

[0226] The bottle sterilizing machine 210 is further provided with a third wheel row including wheels 226, 227 as means
for conveying the bottle 1 subjected to the temperature inspection as mentioned above and the spray tube 59 as con-
densed mist supply means for supplying the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o as the sterilizing agent to the bottle 1.
[0227] One or more than one spray tubes 59 may be disposed, and are fixed to predetermined positions along the
peripheries of the predetermined wheels in the third wheel row of wheels 226 and 227. In the illustrated embodiment,
although the spray tube 59 is disposed around the final end wheel 227, the spray tube 59 may be disposed around the
other wheel.

[0228] Thecondensed mista is generated by condensing hydrogen peroxide sprayed and heated by the mist generating
device 61 shown in Fig. 10. The bottle 1 is conveyed around the wheel 227 with the mouth portion 1a being directed
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downward, and lower end of the spray tube 59 is opened toward the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1. The hydrogen
peroxide condensed mist o is continuously brown out toward the mouth portion 1a of the bottle 1 from the lower end
opening of the spray tube 59. The hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o is flown into the bottle 1 through the mouth
portion 1a of the travelling bottle 1 and sterilizes the inner surface of the bottle 1, and the other hydrogen peroxide
condensed mist a also sterilizes the outer surface of the bottle 1.

[0229] The amount of the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o discharged from the spray tube 59 and adhering to
the bottle 1 is that mentioned above.

[0230] The bottle 1towhich the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a is supplied through the spray tube 59 is conveyed
to the succeeding filling machine 211 after the appropriate sterilization process.

[0231] Thefiling machine 211 includes fourth wheel row including wheels 229, 230, 231, 232, 234, 235, 236 as means
for conveying the bottles 1 sterilized in the sterilizing machine 210. An air rinse section 239 for performing the air-rinsing
treatment to the bottle 1 to which the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o was supplied, a cleaning section 240 for
cleaning the bottle 1 after the air-rinsing treatment, a filler 241 for filling the cleaned bottle 1 with inner content, and a
capper 242 for applying a cap, not shown, to the bottle 1 after being filled with the content and then sealing the bottle 1
are disposed in the described order along the fourth wheel row.

[0232] The air rinse section 239 is provided with the nozzle 64 (Fig. 20D) around the wheel 229. The sterilized hot air
v and the hydrogen peroxide gas f are blown into the bottle 1 through the nozzle 64.

[0233] A plurality of nozzles 64 are arranged so as to correspond to the bottles 1 (1 : 1) conveyed around the wheel
229, and as shown in Fig. 17, the nozzles 64 are attached to the periphery of the wheel 229 and moved integrally with
the bottle 1 in the circumferential direction of the wheel 229.

[0234] In the illustration of Fig. 17, although the nozzles 64 serve to blow the sterilized hot air y and the hydrogen
peroxide gas B into the bottles 1 from the position outside the bottles 1, the respective nozzles 64 may be disposed so
as to be vertically movable and inserted into the bottles 1, as shown in Fig. 20D, when the hot air y and the hydrogen
peroxide gas B are blown into the bottles 1.

[0235] The hot air y and the hydrogen peroxide gas 3 from the nozzles 64 may be generated by the manner mentioned
with reference to Fig. 17.

[0236] As mentioned hereinabove, by blowing the sterilized hot air y and the hydrogen peroxide gas j into the bottle
1 to thereby perform the air rinsing treatment, the bottle 1 can be heated from its inside, and the sterilization effect by
the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o and the hydrogen peroxide gas 3 can be enhanced. In addition, a portion such
as bottom portion 1c of the bottle 1, which may be insufficiently sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o
supplied from the spray tube 59, can be also surely sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide gas B contained in the hot air y.
[0237] Further, the time period for blowing the hot air y and the hydrogen peroxide gas B will be determined in such a
manner that the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o floating inside the bottle 1 can be completely discharged and the
defective sterilization by the condensed mist a. can be compensated for, and for example, for 20 seconds.

[0238] The cleaning section 240 is provided with an inverting mechanism, not shown, disposed around the wheel 231
for vertically inverting the bottle 1 and a nozzle 7 (Fig. 20E) for supplying the heated aseptic water to the bottle 1. A
plurality of nozzles 7 are arranged around the wheel 231 so as to correspond to the bottles 1 (1 : 1) conveyed by the
wheel 231, and the nozzles 7 are moved integrally with the bottles 1, respectively. The cleaning section 240 is disposed
as occasion demands, and hence, it may be eliminated in location.

[0239] Further, since conventional filler and capper are utilized as the filler 241 and the capper 242, the descriptions
thereof will be eliminated herein.

[0240] Incidentally, this sterilization device is surrounded by a chamber 243, and the interior of this chamber 243 is
sectioned into an aseptic zone, non-aseptic zone, and a gray zone positioned intermediately between the aseptic zone
and non-aseptic zone. The preform supplying machine 208, the molding machine 209 and the temperature inspection
section 238 are arranged in the non-aseptic zone, the bottle sterilizing machine 210 is arranged in the gray zone, and
the filling machine 211 is arranged in the aseptic zone, respectively.

[0241] Hereunder, the operation of the sterilization device will be explained with reference to Figs. 1 and 2.

[0242] First, the preform 6 is fed into the blow molding machine 209 by the preform conveyer 212. The preform 6
conveyed into the blow molding machine 209 is conveyed toward the heating section 213 through the first wheel row of
the wheels 216, 217, 218.

[0243] The preform 6 in the heating section 213 is conveyed by the conveyer 219, and during the conveyance, is
heated such that the entire temperature of the preform 6 increases to the temperature range suitable for the molding.
[0244] The preform 6 heated in the heating section 213 is conveyed by the second wheel row of the wheels 220, 221
toward the molding section 214, in which during the conveyance, the preform 6 is molded by the mold 18 and the blow
nozzle 19 which are moved together with the preform 6 (refer to Fig. 20A).

[0245] Inthe molding section 214 of the sterilization device, the preform 6 is molded by the mold 18, which is maintained
at a predetermined temperature. This predetermined temperature is appropriately set in accordance with the bottle
temperature, bottle substance, bottle shape at the time of supplying the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o to the
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bottle 1 mentioned hereinafter, for example, to 60 to 80 °C.

[0246] The molded bottle 1 is transferred from the second wheel row of wheels 221, 222, 217 to the 223, 224, 225 of
the temperature inspection section 238, and during the travelling around the wheel 223, it is judged whether the surface
temperature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heating temperature or not, and in the case where
the temperature of the bottle 1 does not reach the predetermined preliminarily heating temperature, such bottle 1 is
discharged as defective product from the wheel 225 by the discharge conveyer 295 outside the conveying path, and on
the other hand, in the case where the temperature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heating
temperature, such bottle 1 is continuously travelled around the wheel 226 as good product.

[0247] The bottle 1 judged to be good product is transferred to the third wheel row of the wheels 226, 227, by which
the bottle 1 is travelled into the sterilizing machine 210.

[0248] The predetermined amount of the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a. is supplied through the spray tube 59
into the bottle 1 in the bottle sterilizing machine (Fig. 20B), and during the conveyance of the bottle 1, the hydrogen
peroxide condensed mist a is continuously supplied. For this purpose, the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a is blown
for several seconds to the inner and outer surfaces of the bottle 1 during the passing of the bottle 1 under the spray tube
59 by the rotation of the wheel. Since the surface temperature of the bottle 1 reaching the bottle sterilizing machine 210
is maintained more than 50 °C, the bottle 1 can be appropriately sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist a.
[0249] The sterilized bottle 1 is transferred from the third wheel row of the wheels 226, 227 to the fourth wheel row of
the wheels 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236 and then travelled in the filling machine 211 by the fourth row of wheels.
[0250] In the filling machine 211, the bottle 1 is first conveyed to the air rinse section 239, in which the nozzle 64 is
inserted into each of the bottles 1 around the wheel 229, and the hot air y and the hydrogen peroxide gas [ are supplied
into the bottle 1 to thereby perform the air rinsing treatment (Fig. 20D).

[0251] Atfterthe airrinsing treatment, the bottle 1 is conveyed to the cleaning section 240, in which the bottle is vertically
inverted around the wheel 231 by the inverting mechanism, not shown, and the nozzle 7 is inserted into the bottle 1 from
the downwardly directed mouth portion 1a thereof to thereby supply the heated aseptic water "w" into the bottle 1 through
the nozzle 7 (Fig. 20E). In this manner, the hydrogen peroxide remaining in the bottle 1 is washed out. Although the
aseptic water "w" has a temperature of 60 to 70 °C, it may be normal temperature.

[0252] After the cleaning by the aseptic water "w", the bottle 1 is again vertically inverted so that the mouth portion 1a
thereof is directed upward.

[0253] This cleaning section 240 may be eliminated as occasion demands.

[0254] Thereafter, the bottle 1 is filled with the content such as beverage, which was subjected to the sterilization
treatment, by the filler 241. The bottle 1 with the inner content is applied with the cap, not shown, by the capper 242 for
sealing, and then discharged from an outlet of the chamber 243. As mentioned above, since the filler 241 and the capper
242 are known ones, explanations of the method of filling the bottle with the content and the method of sealing the bottle
will be omitted herein.

[Fourth Embodiment 4]

[0255] As shown in Fig. 22, a bottle sterilization apparatus of this fourth embodiment is provided with a preliminarily
heating device 296 in place of the preform supply machine 208 and the blow molding machine 2090f the sterilization
apparatus of the third embodiment.

[0256] A wheel row including wheels 276, 277, 278 forming a bottle conveying path is disposed to a position corre-
sponding to the preliminarily heating device 296.

[0257] In this wheel row, an air conveying device 279, for example, is connected to the most upstream side wheel 276
and the molded bottles 1 are subsequently supplied. The bottles 1 are conveyed around the wheels 276, 277 and 278
by being gripped by grippers similar to those 28 shown in Fig. 4.

[0258] Box members 280, each in form of tunnel through which the bottles pass, are provided around the wheels 276,
277 and 278, respectively. Hot air is supplied to each box member 280 from a hot air supply device of the structure
similar to that shown in Fig. 17. The hot air blown into the box member 280 is directed toward the bottle 1 passing through
the boxmember 280 to thereby preliminarily heat the bottle 1. According to this preliminarily heating, the bottle temperature
increases to a temperature more than 50 °C.

[0259] Thereafter, although the bottles 1 are conveyed toward the bottle sterilizing machine 219 to be subjected to
the sterilization treatment, before this conveyance, the bottles 1 are inspected in the temperature inspection section 238
whether the surface temperature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heating temperature.

[0260] The temperature inspection section 238 has a structure similar to that of the third embodiment and is provided
with the wheel row of wheels 223, 224, 225, 226 interposed between the wheel 278 of the preliminarily heating device
296 and the wheel 227 of the bottle sterilizing machine 210. The bottles 1 preliminarily heated by the preliminarily heating
device 296 are travelled around the wheel 223, and during this travelling, it is discriminated whether the surface tem-
perature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature. The bottle 1 of which surface
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temperature does not reach the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature is discharged outside the conveying
path by the discharge conveyer 295 from the wheel 225 as defective product. On the contrary, the bottle 1 of which
surface temperature reaches the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature is successively travelled as a good
product around the wheel 226.

[0261] Further, the location of such temperature inspection section 238 is optional and may be omitted on demand.

[0262] The bottle 1 subjected to the temperature inspection is conveyed toward the bottle sterilizing machine 210.
Since the bottle 1 is preliminarily heated, the sterilizing effect by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o supplied in
the sterilizing machine 210 can be improved.

[0263] The structures of the sterilization apparatus downstream side of this bottle sterilizing machine 210 are substan-
tially the same as those in the sterilization apparatus of the third embodiment, so that the details thereof will be omitted
herein.

[Fifth Embodiment 5]

[0264] As shown in Fig. 23, a bottle sterilization apparatus of this fifth embodiment is provided with a preliminarily
heating device 297 having a structure different from that of the preliminarily heating device 296 of the fourth embodiment
mentioned above.

[0265] Thatis, another wheel 281 is provided in place of the wheel 277 of the fourth embodiment, and a hot air supplying
device of the structure similar to that shown in Fig. 11 is arranged around this wheel 281.

[0266] The bottle temperature increases to a temperature more than 50°C by this hot air supplying device.

[0267] Thereafter, although the bottles 1 are conveyed toward the bottle sterilizing machine 210 to be subjected to
the sterilization treatment, before this conveyance, the bottles 1 are inspected in the temperature inspection section 238
whether the surface temperature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heating temperature.

[0268] The temperature inspection section 238 has a structure similar to that of the third embodiment and is provided
with the wheel row of wheels 223, 224, 225, 226 interposed between the wheel 278 of the preliminarily heating device
296 and the wheel 227 of the bottle sterilizing machine 210. The bottles 1 preliminarily heated by the preliminarily heating
device 296 are travelled around the wheel 223, and during this travelling, it is discriminated whether the surface tem-
perature of the bottle 1 reaches the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature. The bottle 1 of which surface
temperature does not reach the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature is discharged outside the conveying
path by the discharge conveyer 295 from the wheel 225 as defective product. On the contrary, the bottle 1 of which
surface temperature reaches the predetermined preliminarily heated temperature is successively travelled as a good
product around the wheel 226.

[0269] Further, the location of such temperature inspection section 238 is optional and may be omitted on demand.
[0270] The bottle 1 subjected to the temperature inspection is conveyed toward the bottle sterilizing machine 210.
Since the bottle 1 is preliminarily heated, the sterilizing effect by the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist o supplied in
the sterilizing machine 210 can be improved.

[0271] The structures of the sterilization apparatus downstream side of this bottle sterilizing machine 210 are substan-
tially the same as those in the sterilization apparatus of the third embodiment, so that the details thereof will be omitted
herein.

[0272] Furthermore, it is to be noted that the present invention is not limited to the described embodiments and many
other changes and modifications may be made.

[0273] For example, the container to which the beverage filling apparatus of the present invention is applicable is not
limited to a PET bottle, and the presentinvention may be applied to various resin containers. In addition, as the beverage,
liquids containing particular material, agglomerate material or like, or high viscosity material other than simple liquid may
fillthe container. Furthermore, the bottle may be molded by direct blow molding method, injection molding method without
being limited to the injection blow molding method.

[0274] Still furthermore, the cleaning of the bottle by the aseptic water is not limited to a method performed while
flowing the aseptic water. The conveying means for conveying the bottles is not limited to the wheel conveying device
mentioned above, and various conveying devices capable of conveying the bottles at a predetermined conveying speed
in accordance with the bottle molding order, such as air conveying device, belt conveying device, bucket conveying
device and the like may be utilized.

[0275] Furthermore, the sterilizing method and sterilizing devices utilized in the beverage filling method and beverage
filing apparatus according to the present invention may take the following modes or examples.

(1) Mode 1

[0276] This mode 1 for the sterilization method includes: removing a container having temperature not reaching pre-
determined temperature by performing the container temperature inspection while travelling the container; blowing the
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hydrogen peroxide condensed mist toward the mouth portion of the container through the spray tube disposed at the
predetermined position while travelling the container having the predetermined temperature; and blowing the hydrogen
peroxide gas into the container through the nozzle while moving the nozzle so as to follow the mouth portion of the
container.

[0277] According to this mode 1, only the containers of which temperature reaches a predetermined temperature can
be travelled toward the sterilization section to be subjected to the suitable sterilization treatment by the hydrogen peroxide,
and accordingly, it becomes possible to prevent the content from filling the container which is insufficiently sterilized.
Furthermore, since the hydrogen peroxide gas is supplied after the supplying of the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist,
the container can be suitably sterilized without increasing the flow rate and consuming amount of the hydrogen peroxide
and the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist even if the travelling speed of the container is increased for enhancing the
productivity of the aseptic packages.

(2) Mode 2

[0278] This mode 2 includes a container sterilization method in which preliminarily heating is performed by remaining
heat at the molding time of the container in the container sterilization method of the mode 1.

[0279] According to this mode 2, the container can be preheated without additionally preparing a heat source for
preliminary heat, and therefore, the heat energy becomes effectively usable.

(3) Mode 3

[0280] This mode 3 includes a container sterilization method in which the hydrogen peroxide gas is a gas obtained
by heating and gasifying the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist by hot air in the container sterilization method of the
mode 1 or mode 2.

[0281] According to this mode 3, the hydrogen peroxide gas having a suitable density can be supplied to the container
without being condensed, and therefore, the hydrogen peroxide can be prevented from falling down into the container
and the container can be sufficiently sterilized.

(4) Mode 4

[0282] This mode 4 includes a container sterilization method in which the container is cleaned by the aseptic water
after the blowing of the hydrogen peroxide gas into the container in the container sterilization method described in any
one the mode 1, mode 2 or mode 3.

[0283] According to this mode 4, the hydrogen peroxide used for the sterilization can be effectively removed from the
container.

(5) Mode 5

[0284] This mode 5 includes the container sterilization apparatus provided with conveying means for conveying the
container along the predetermined path, and including; preliminarily heating means for preliminarily heating the container
travelling along the conveying path to a predetermined temperature; a temperature sensor for inspecting whether a
temperature of the preliminarily heated bottle reaches the predetermined temperature; removing means for removing
the container of which temperature does not reach the predetermined temperature from the conveying path; a spray
tube for blowing hydrogen peroxide condensed mist from a predetermined position toward a mouth portion of the container
of which temperature reaches the predetermined temperature; and a nozzle through which the hydrogen peroxide gas
is blown into the container while following the container travelling along the conveying path, the above means and
members being arranged along the conveying path.

[0285] According to this mode 5, only the container of which temperature reaches the predetermined temperature is
travelled toward the sterilization section in which the container can be appropriately sterilized by the hydrogen peroxide,
and accordingly, it becomes possible to prevent the content from filling the container which is insufficiently sterilized.
Furthermore, since the hydrogen peroxide gas is supplied after the supplying of the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist,
the container can be suitably sterilized without increasing the flow rate and consuming amount of the hydrogen peroxide
and the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist (M) even if the travelling speed of the container is increased for enhancing
the productivity of the aseptic packages.

(6) Mode 6

[0286] This mode 6 includes the container sterilization apparatus provided with the container molding machine disposed
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upstream side of the spray tube of the conveying path commonly serves as the preliminarily heating means in the
container sterilization apparatus described in the above mode 5.

[0287] According to this mode 6, the preliminarily hating utilizes the remaining heat in the container molding process,
and accordingly, the energy can be effectively utilized without separately preparing a heat source for the preliminary
heating.

(7) Mode 7

[0288] This mode 7 includes the container sterilization apparatus provided with the container preliminarily hating device
on the upstream side of the spray tube in the container sterilization apparatus described in the above mode 5.
[0289] According to this mode 7, the preliminary heating of the container can be surely performed.

(8) Mode 8

[0290] This mode 8 includes the container sterilization apparatus, in which the hydrogen peroxide gas is generated
by heating the hydrogen peroxide condensed mist with hot air, in the container sterilization apparatus described in any
one of the above modes 5to 7.
[0291] According to this mode 8, the hydrogen peroxide gas with proper density can be supplied to the container
without being condensed, and therefore, the container can be suitably sterilized while preventing the hydrogen peroxide
from dropping in the container.

(9) Mode 9

[0292] This mode 9 includes the container sterilization apparatus provided with the cleaning means for cleaning the
interior of the container by the aseptic water on the downstream side of the nozzle for blowing the hydrogen peroxide
gas, in the container sterilization apparatus described in any one of the above modes 5 to 8.

[0293] According to this mode 9, the hydrogen peroxide utilized for the sterilization can be effectively removed from
the container.

[Further Embodiments]
[0294] Further embodiments of the invention are, e.g., as follows:

According to a first further embodiment, a beverage filling method is provided, comprising the steps of forming a
bottle from a heated preform through a blow molding process, inspecting the bottle after the molding, blowing
hydrogen peroxide mist or gas to the bottle within a time in which heat applied to the preform remains after the
inspection, and filling the bottle with beverage and then sealing the bottle.

According to a second further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the first further embodiment is
provided, wherein the bottle is subjected to an air-rinse treatment after the blowing of the hydrogen peroxide mist
or gas into the bottle, and the bottle is then filled with the beverage and sealed.

According to a third further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the first further embodiment is
provided, wherein the bottle is subjected to a rinse treatment with heated aseptic water after the blowing of the
hydrogen peroxide mist or gas into the bottle, and the bottle is then filled with the beverage and sealed.
According to a fourth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the second further embodiment
is provided, wherein the bottle is subjected to a rinse treatment with aseptic water after an air-rinse treatment, and
the bottle is then filled with the beverage and sealed.

According to a fifth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the fourth further embodiment is
provided, wherein the bottle is subjected to a rinse treatment with aseptic water after the air-rinse treatment with
aseptic air containing hydrogen peroxide gas, and the bottle is then filled with the beverage and sealed.
According to a sixth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to any one of the first to fifth further
embodiments is provided, wherein a travelling path is provided so that the molded bottle is continuously travelled
to a section at which the sealing of the bottle is performed, the travelling path being formed from a wheel row around
which grippers are arranged, and the bottle is transferred from an upstream side wheel to a downstream side wheel
in a state that a neck portion of the bottle is grasped by the gripper around the respective wheels while revolving.
According to a seventh further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the first further embodiment
is provided, wherein all the steps of molding the bottle from the heated preform through the blow molding process
to the beverage filling and bottle sealing process is performed while continuously travelling the bottle, after the
molding process and before the sterilization process, a temperature of the bottle to which heat at the preform heating
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process remains is inspected, a bottle of which temperature does not reach a predetermined temperature is removed,
and only a bottle of which temperature reaches the predetermined temperature is sterilized and filled with the
beverage.

According to an eighth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the seventh further embodiment
is provided, wherein the inspection process is performed by inspecting the bottle temperature and imaging a shell
portion of the bottle.

According to a ninth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the seventh further embodiment
is provided, wherein the inspection process is performed by inspecting the bottle temperature and imaging a bottom
portion of the bottle.

According to a tenth further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the seventh further embodiment
is provided, wherein the inspection process is performed by inspecting the bottle temperature and imaging a top
face of a neck portion of the bottle.

According to an eleventh further embodiment, the beverage filling method according to the seventh further embod-
iment is provided, wherein the inspection process is performed by inspecting the bottle temperature and imaging a
support ring of a neck portion of the bottle.

According to a twelfth further embodiment, a beverage filling apparatus is provided, comprising a molding section
for molding a bottle from a heated preform through a blow molding process, a sterilization section for sterilizing the
bottle molded in the molding section with hydrogen peroxide mist or hydrogen peroxide gas, and a filling section for
filling the bottle sterilized in the sterilization section with beverage and then sealing the bottle, in which the molding
section, the sterilization section and the filling section are coupled continuously with each other, bottle travelling
means is disposed for continuously travelling the bottle on a travelling path from the molding section to the filling
section through the sterilization section, and a portion from the sterilization section to the filling section is covered
by a chamber, wherein an inspection section for performing a predetermined inspection to the bottle molded in the
molding section is disposed between the molding section and the sterilization section so as to be coupled therewith,
the inspection section including discharging means for discharging, from the bottle travelling path, a bottle judged
as a defective bottle by the inspection and positive pressure creating means for creating positive pressure in the
inspection section more than pressures in the molding section and the sterilization section, and wherein the travelling
means is provided with wheels disposed in a row from the molding section toward the filling section and a gripper
turning around the wheels while gripping the bottle neck portion and transferring the bottle from an upstream side
wheel to a downstream side wheel, the gripper being controlled in a travelling speed such that a heat applied to the
preform and remaining to the bottle is maintained to a temperature necessary for the sterilization of the bottle in the
bottle sterilization section.

According to a thirteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further embod-
iment is provided, wherein an air-rinse section for air-rinsing, with aseptic air, the bottle sterilized in the sterilization
section is further disposed between the sterilization section and the filling section.

According to a fourteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further em-
bodimentis provided, wherein an aseptic water rinse section for rinsing, with heated aseptic water, the bottle sterilized
in the sterilization section is further disposed between the sterilization section and the filling section.

According to a fifteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the thirteenth further em-
bodiment is provided, wherein an aseptic water rinse section is disposed between the air-rinse section and the filling
section.

According to a sixteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the fifteenth further em-
bodimentis provided, wherein air containing hydrogen peroxide gas is blown against the bottle in the air-rinse section.
According to a seventeenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further
embodiment is provided, wherein the wheels are sectioned into a desired number of rows, each of which is driven
by an independent servo-motor.

According to a eighteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further em-
bodiment is provided, wherein the inspection section is provided with temperature inspection means for detecting
a temperature of the bottle and judging quality of the bottle.

According to a nineteenth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further em-
bodimentis provided, wherein the gripper travelling in the inspection section is effected with matte surface treatment.
According to a twentieth further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further embod-
iment is provided, wherein gripper interference prevention means is provided for preventing interference between
grippers at a time of stopping one of the molding section side wheel and the inspection section side wheel adjacent
to the molding section side wheel.

According to a twenty-first further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twelfth further em-
bodiment is provided, wherein an atmosphere shutoff chamber is disposed between a chamber of the inspection
section and a chamber of the sterilization section, clean air is supplied into the chamber of the inspection section
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by air supply means, and air is discharged from the atmosphere shut off chamber by discharge means.

According to a twenty-second further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twenty-first further
embodiment is provided, wherein the discharge means, for discharging outside the hydrogen peroxide mist or gas
from the chamber of the sterilization section, is disposed at a portion at which the chamber of the sterilization section
contacts the atmosphere shutoff chamber.

According to a twenty-third further embodiment, the beverage filling apparatus according to the twenty-first further
embodiment is provided, wherein an air nozzle forming an air curtain is disposed at a portion at which the chamber
of the sterilization section contacts the atmosphere shutoff chamber.

Claims

A beverage filling apparatus comprising:

a molding section (7) for molding a bottle (1) from a heated preform (6) through a blow molding process;

an inspection section (8) for inspecting the bottles (1);

a sterilization section (9) for sterilizing the bottle (1) molded in the molding section (7) with hydrogen peroxide
mist or hydrogen peroxide gas;

a filling section (10) for filling the bottle (1) sterilized in the sterilization section (9) with beverage (a) and then
sealing the bottle (1), the molding section (7), the sterilization section (9) and the filling section (10) being coupled
continuously with each other;

bottle travelling means disposed for continuously travelling the bottle (1) on a travelling path from the molding
section to the filling section through the sterilization section, wherein the bottle travelling means is provided with
wheels (19a, 19b, 36a, 36b, 36¢c, 58a, 58b, 58c, 58d) disposed in a row from the molding section (7) toward the
filling section (10);

wherein grippers (28) turn around the wheels while gripping the bottle neck portion (1a) and transfer the bottle
(1) from an upstream side wheel to a downstream side wheel;

wherein the bottle (1) is travelled with a neck portion (1a) directed upward; a lower end of a spray tube (59) is
opened toward the neck portion (1a) of the bottle (1), a part of the mist or gas of the hydrogen peroxide supplied
into the spray tube (59) is continuously blown toward the bottle neck portion (1a) through the spray tube (59)
so that the blown mist or gas of the hydrogen peroxide flows into the travelling bottle (1), and sterilizes the inner
surface of the bottle (1), and a remaining part of the mist or gas of the hydrogen peroxide flows outside of the
bottle (1) so as to sterilize simultaneously the outer surface of the bottle (1),

wherein an air-rinse section (96) for air-rinsing, with aseptic air, the bottle (1) sterilized in the sterilization section
(9) is further disposed between the sterilization section (9) and the filling section (10), and wherein the beverage
filling apparatus is configured such that the bottle (1) blown with the condensed mist (a) of the hydrogen peroxide
from the spray tube (59) at the sterilization section (9) reaches inside the air rinse section (96) within 0.1 to0 5.0
seconds,

the beverage filling apparatus further comprising

a chamber (9a) for covering a portion from the sterilization section (9) to the filling section (10);

wherein an atmosphere shutoff chamber (79) is disposed between a chamber (8a) of the inspection section
(8) and the chamber (9a) of the sterilization section (9),

wherein partition walls (80,81) are disposed, respectively between the chamber (8a) of the inspection section
(8) and the atmosphere shutoff chamber (79) and between the atmosphere shutoff chamber (79) and the
chamber (9a) of the sterilization section (9), and

wherein a second air exhaust (86), as air exhaust means, is coupled with the atmosphere shutoff chamber
(79),

wherein an air exhaust means (89) is coupled to a portion adjacent to the atmosphere shutoff chamber (79)
in the chamber (9a) which covers the sterilization section (9), this air exhaust (89) being connected to the
second air exhaust (86), thereby the air with hydrogen peroxide mist or hydrogen peroxide gas is exhausted
out of the chamber by the air exhaust means (89).

The beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein are aseptic water rinse section (91) for rinsing, with
heated aseptic water, the bottle (1) sterilized in the sterilization section (9) is further disposed between the sterilization

section (9) and the filling section (10).

The beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an aseptic water rinse section (91) is disposed between
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the air-rinse section (96) and the filling section (10), wherein air containing hydrogen peroxide gas is preferably
blown against the bottle (1) in the air-rinse section (96).

4. The beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the wheels are sectioned into a desired number of
rows, each of which is driven by an independent servo-motor (S1-S2).

5. The beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein gripper interference prevention means is provided for
preventing interference between grippers (28) at a time of stopping one of the molding section (7) side wheel and
the inspection section(8) side wheel adjacent to the molding section (7) side wheel.

6. The beverage filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein clean air is supplied into the chamber (8a) of the
inspection section (8) by air supply means (83), and air is discharged from the atmosphere shut off chamber (79)
by air exhaust (86).

7. Thebeveragefilling apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the air exhaust (86), for discharging outside the hydrogen
peroxide mist or gas from the chamber (9a) of the sterilization section (9), is disposed at a portion at which the
chamber (9a) of the sterilization section (9) contacts the atmosphere shutoff chamber (79), or wherein an air nozzle
forming an air curtain is disposed at a portion at which the chamber (9a) of the sterilization section (9) contacts the
atmosphere shutoff chamber (79).

Patentanspriiche
1. Eine Getrankeabfullvorrichtung, aufweisend:

einen Formabschnitt (7) zum Formen einer Flasche (1) aus einer erwarmten Vorform (6) durch einen Blasform-
vorgang,

einen Prifabschnitt (8) zum Prifen der Flaschen (1),

einen Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) zum Sterilisieren der in dem Formabschnitt (7) geformten Flasche (1) mit
Wasserstoffperoxidnebel oder Wasserstoffperoxidgas,

einen Fllabschnitt (10) zum Beflllen der in dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) sterilisierten Flasche (1) mit einem
Getrank (a) und zum danach Abdichten der Flasche (1), wobei der Formabschnitt (7), der Sterilisierungsabschnitt
(9) und der Fullabschnitt (10) durchgehend miteinander verbunden sind,

Flaschenbewegungsmittel, die zum kontinuierlichen Bewegen der Flasche (1) auf einem Bewegungspfad von
dem Formabschnitt durch den Sterilisierungsabschnitt hindurch hin zu dem Fillabschnitt angeordnet sind, wobei
die Flaschenbewegungsmittel mit Radern (19a, 19b, 36a, 36b, 36¢, 58a, 58b, 58c¢, 58d) versehen sind, die von
dem Formabschnitt (7) zu dem Fullabschnitt (10) hin in einer Reihe angeordnet sind,

wobei Greifer (28) sich um die Rader drehen, wobei sie den Flaschenhalsabschnitt (1a) greifen, und die Flasche
(1) von einem stromaufwartsseitigen Rad zu einem stromabwartsseitigen Rad beférdern,

wobei in dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) die Flasche mit dem Halsabschnitt (1a) nach oben hin gerichtet bewegt
wird; ein unteres Ende eines Sprihrohrs (59) hin zu dem Halsabschnitt (1a) der Flasche (1) gedffnet ist, wobei
ein Teil des Nebels oder Gases des Wasserstoffperoxids, welches in das Sprihrohr (59) zugefiihrt wird, kon-
tinuierlich hin zu dem Flaschenhalsabschnitt (1a) durch das Spriihrohr (59) hindurch geblasen wird, so dass
der/das geblasene Nebel oder Gas des Wasserstoffperoxids in die sich bewegende Flasche (1) hinein stromt
und die Innenflache der Flasche (1) sterilisiert, und ein verbleibender Teil des Nebels oder Gases des Wasser-
stoffperoxids auRerhalb der Flasche (1) stromt, um gleichzeitig die Auenflache der Flasche (1) zu sterilisieren,
wobei ein Luftspiilungsabschnitt (96) zum Luftspiilen der in dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) sterilisierten Flasche
(1) mit aseptischer Luft ferner zwischen dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) und dem Fullabschnitt (10) angeordnet
ist, und wobei die Getrankeabflllvorrichtung so eingerichtet ist, dass die an dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9)
mit dem kondensierten Nebel (o) des Wasserstoffperoxids von dem Spruhrohr (59) aus angeblasene Flasche
(1) das Innere des Luftsplilungsabschnitts (96) innerhalb von 0,1 bis 5,0 Sekunden erreicht,

wobei die Getrankeabfillvorrichtung ferner aufweist:

eine Kammer (9a) zum Abdecken eines Abschnitts vom Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) aus hin zum Fllab-
schnitt (10),

wobei eine Atmosphéarenabsperrkammer (79) zwischen einer Kammer (8a) des Priifabschnitts (8) und der
Kammer (9a) des Sterilisierungsabschnitts (9) angeordnet ist,

wobei Trennwéande (80,81) jeweilig zwischen der Kammer (8a) des Priifabschnitts (8) und der Atmospha-
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renabsperrkammer (79) und zwischen der Atmospharenabsperrkammer (79) und der Kammer (9a) des
Sterilisierungsabschnitts (9) angeordnet sind, und

wobei ein zweiter Luftauslass (86) als Luftauslassmittel mit der Atmospharenabsperrkammer (79) verbun-
den ist,

wobei ein Luftauslassmittel (89) mit einem Abschnitt, welcher zu der Atmosphéarenabsperrkammer (79) in
der Kammer (9a), die den Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) abdeckt, benachbart ist, verbunden ist, wobei dieser
Luftauslass (89) mit dem zweiten Luftauslass (86) verbunden ist, wodurch die Luft mit Wasserstoffperoxid-
nebel oder Wasserstoffperoxidgas mittels des Luftauslassmittels (89) aus der Kammer ausgelassen wird.

2. Die Getrankeabfillvorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 1, wobei ein Aseptisches-Wasser-Spiilungsabschnitt (91) zum Spu-
len der in dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) sterilisierten Flasche (1) mit erwdrmten, aseptischen Wasser ferner
zwischen dem Sterilisierungsabschnitt (9) und dem Fullabschnitt (10) angeordnet ist.

3. Die Getrankeabfillvorrichtung gemafR Anspruch 1, wobei ein Aseptisches-Wasser-Spiilungsabschnitt (91) zwischen
dem Luftspiilungsabschnitt (96) und dem Fillabschnitt (10) angeordnet ist, wobei in dem Luftspilungsabschnitt (96)
Luft, welche Wasserstoffperoxidgas aufweist, bevorzugt gegen die Flasche (1) geblasen wird.

4. Die Getrankeabfullvorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 1, wobei die Rader in eine gewlinschte Anzahl an Reihen unterteilt
sind, von welchen eine jede durch einen unabhangigen Servomotor (S1-S2) angetrieben wird.

5. Die Getrankeabfillvorrichtung gemafR Anspruch 1, wobei ein Greiferinterferenzverhinderungsmittel bereitgestellt ist
zum Verhindern einer Interferenz zwischen Greifern (28) zu einem Zeitpunkt des Anhaltens von einem von dem
Formabschnitt-(7)-seitigen Rad und dem Prifabschnitt(8)-seitigen Rad, welches zu dem Formabschnitt-(7)-seitigen
Rad benachbart ist.

6. Die Getrankeabfillvorrichtung gemafl Anspruch 1, wobei durch Luftzufiihrmittel (83) saubere Luft in die Kammer
(8a) des Prifabschnitts (8) zugefiihrt wird und Luft durch Luftauslass (86) aus der Atmospharenabsperrkammer
(79) ausgelassen wird.

7. Die Getrankeabfiillvorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 6, wobei der Luftauslass (86) zum Auslassen des Wasserstoffper-
oxidnebels oder -gases aus der Kammer (9a) des Sterilisierungsabschnitts (9) nach auRerhalb an einem Abschnitt,
an welchem die Kammer (9a) des Sterilisierungsabschnitts (9) die Atmosphéarenabsperrkammer (79) kontaktiert,
angeordnet ist oder wobei eine Luftdiise, welche einen Luftvorhang bildet, an einem Abschnitt an welchem die
Kammer (9a) des Sterilisierungsabschnitts (9) die Atmosphéarenabsperrkammer (79) kontaktiert, angeordnet ist.

Revendications
1. Appareil de remplissage en boisson comprenant :

une section moulage (7) destinée a mouler une bouteille (1) a partir d’'une préforme chauffée (6) par I'intermé-
diaire d’un processus de moulage par soufflage ;

une section inspection (8) destinée a inspecter les bouteilles (1) ;

une section stérilisation (9) destinée a stériliser la bouteille (1) moulée dans la section moulage (7) avec un
brouillard de peroxyde d’hydrogéne ou un gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogéne ;

une section remplissage (10) destinée a remplir la bouteille (1) stérilisée dans la section stérilisation (9) avec
une boisson (a), et ensuite a sceller la bouteille (1), la section moulage (7), la section stérilisation (9) et la section
remplissage (10) étant accouplées de maniére continue les unes aux autres ;

des moyens de déplacement de bouteille disposés de fagon a déplacer de maniere continue la bouteille (1) sur
un chemin de déplacement a partir de la section moulage vers la section remplissage en passant par la section
stérilisation, dans lequel les moyens de déplacement de bouteille sont dotés de roues (19a, 19b, 36a, 36b, 36¢,
58a, 58b, 58c, 58d) disposées en une rangée a partir de la section moulage (7) vers la section remplissage (10) ;
dans lequel des dispositif de préhension (28) tournent autour des roues tout en saisissant la partie goulot de
la bouteille (1a), et transférent la bouteille (1) a partir d’'une roue du cété amont vers une roue du cété aval ;
dans lequel la bouteille (1) est déplacée, sa partie goulot (1a) étant dirigée vers le haut ; une extrémité inférieure
d’un tube de pulvérisation (59) est ouverte vers la partie goulot (1a) de la bouteille (1), une partie du brouillard
ou du gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogéne fourni dans le tube de pulvérisation (59) est soufflée de maniére continue
vers la partie goulot de la bouteille (1a) a travers le tube de pulvérisation (59) de telle sorte que le brouillard ou
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le gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogéne soufflé s’écoule dans la bouteille (1) qui se déplace, et stérilise la surface
intérieure de la bouteille (1), et qu’une partie restante du brouillard ou du gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogéne s’écoule
en dehors de la bouteille (1) de fagon a stériliser de maniere simultanée la surface extérieure de la bouteille (1) ;
dans lequel une section ringage a l'air (96) destinée a rincer a l'air, avec de l'air aseptique, la bouteille (1)
stérilisée dans la section stérilisation (9) est disposée en outre entre la section stérilisation (9) et la section
remplissage (10), et dans lequel I'appareil de remplissage en boisson est configuré de telle sorte que la bouteille
(1) sur laquelle est soufflé le brouillard condensé (a) de peroxyde d’hydrogéne a partir du tube de pulvérisation
(59) au niveau de la section stérilisation (9), atteigne l'intérieur de la section ringage a I'air (96) entre 0,1 seconde
et 5,0 secondes ;

I'appareil de remplissage en boisson comprenant en outre :

une chambre (9a) destinée a couvrir une partie a partir de la section stérilisation (9) vers la section rem-
plissage (10) ;

dans lequel une chambre a coupure d’atmosphére (79) est disposée entre une chambre (8a) de la section
inspection (8) et la chambre (9a) de la section stérilisation (9) ;

dans lequel des cloisons de séparation (80.81) sont disposées, respectivement entre la chambre (8a) de
la section inspection (8) et la chambre a coupure d’atmosphére (79), et entre la chambre a coupure d’at-
mosphere (79) et la chambre (9a) de la section stérilisation (9) ; et

dans lequel un second échappement d’air (86), en tant que moyens d’échappement d’air, est accouplé a
la chambre a coupure d’atmosphere (79);

dans lequel des moyens d’échappement d’air (89) sont accouplés a une portion adjacente a la chambre a
coupure d’atmosphere (79) dans la chambre (9a) qui couvre la section stérilisation (9), cet échappement
d’air (89) étant connecté au second échappement d’air (86), grace a quoi I'air et le brouillard de peroxyde
d’hydrogene ou le gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogeéne, sont évacués hors de la chambre par les moyens d’échap-
pement d’air (89).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 1, dans lequel une section ringage a I'eau aseptique (91)
destinée a rincer, avec de I'eau aseptique chauffée, la bouteille (1) stérilisée dans la section stérilisation (9), est
disposée en outre entre la section stérilisation (9) et la section remplissage (10).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 1, dans lequel une section ringage a I'eau aseptique (91)
est disposée entre la section ringage a l'air (96) et la section remplissage (10), dans lequel de I'air qui contient du
gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogéne est soufflé de préférence contre la bouteille (1) dans la section ringage a I'air (96).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les roues sont réparties en un nombre
souhaité de rangées, chacune d’elles étant commandée par un servomoteur indépendant (S1 - S2).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 1, dans lequel des moyens d’empéchement de serrage
de dispositif de préhension sont prévus de fagon a empécher un serrage entre les dispositifs de préhension (28)
lors de I'arrét d’une roue du cbté de la section moulage (7), et d’'une roue du cbté de la section inspection (8)
adjacente a la roue du c6té de la section moulage (7).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 1, dans lequel de l'air pur est fourni dans la chambre
(8a) de la section inspection (8) par des moyens d’approvisionnement en air (83), et I'air est évacué de la chambre
a coupure d’atmosphére (79) par I'échappement d’air (86).

Appareil de remplissage en boisson selon la revendication 6, dans lequel I'échappement d’air (86), destiné a évacuer
le brouillard ou le gaz de peroxyde d’hydrogene a I'extérieur de la chambre (9a) de la section stérilisation (9), est
disposé au niveau d’une partie au niveau de laquelle la chambre (9a) de la section stérilisation (9) entre en contact
avec la chambre a coupure d’atmosphére (79), ou dans lequel une buse d’air qui forme un rideau d’air, est disposée
au niveau d’'une partie au niveau de laquelle la chambre (9a) de la section stérilisation (9) entre en contact avec la
chambre a coupure d’atmosphere (79).
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FIG. 3K
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