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Description

[0001] The subject of the present invention is a pack-
age for dairy products and more in particular for sliced
cheese, of the type comprising a tray, hermetically ap-
plied on the rim of which is a removable lid.
[0002] A package corresponding to the pre-character-
izing part of claim 1 is known from DE-202008005664U.
[0003] The object of the invention is to provide a new
and original package of this type configured so as to en-
able display on sale of a number of packages grouped
together in a condition of minimal encumbrance in a ver-
tical configuration, instead of the horizontal configuration
as in the case of similar packages currently available on
the market, at the same time making it convenient and
easy for the buyer to pick up each package.
[0004] With a view to achieving the above purpose, the
package according to the invention is characterized by
the combination of features set forth in the characterizing
portion of claim 1.
[0005] Namely, the forced-fit formations of the pack-
age include elastically deformable elongated projections
and the package has a general trapezial shape. The tray-
like container, conveniently obtained by thermoforming
of a plastic material for foodstuffs, presents dimensions
such as enable housing of a set of slices of cheese set
on top of one another in a fanned-out way.
[0006] The invention will now be described in detail
with reference to the annexed drawings, which are pro-
vided purely by way of non-limiting example and in which:

Figure 1 is a front top perspective view of a package
for sliced cheese according to the invention;
Figure 2 is a dorsal view of Figure 1;
Figure 3 is a perspective view from beneath of the
package;
Figure 4 illustrates the package in the open condi-
tion;
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a set of packages
according to the invention packed together in the
condition of display on sale; and
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view at an enlarged
scale according to the line VI-VI of Figure 5 that
shows a detail of the fit between the packages of the
set represented in Figure 5.

[0007] With initial reference to Figures 1 to 3, the pack-
age for sliced cheese according to the invention compris-
es a tray-like container 1 having, in plan view, an isos-
celes trapezium shape, with minor base considerably
shorter than the major base, obtained by thermoforming
of a thermoplastic material for foodstuffs. The rim of the
tray-like container 1 has a perimetral flange la, hermeti-
cally applied on which is the complementary perimetral
flange 2a of a lid 2, which can be opened and closed and
which is also obtained by thermoforming. Both the tray-
like container 1 and the lid 2 are conveniently transparent.
[0008] The lid 2 is lowered with respect to the flanges

1a and 2a so as to penetrate partially within the tray-like
container 1 and define an external receptacle 3 for inser-
tion, with the modalities clarified in what follows, of the
tray-like container 1 of an identical contiguous package.
[0009] The walls of the lid 2 that delimit the receptacle
3 along the major base, and the sides of the package are
formed integrally with elastically deformable elongated
projections 4 facing inwards, whereas the wall corre-
sponding to the minor base of the package is formed with
a recess 5, i.e., with a projection facing outwards. Like-
wise, the side walls of the tray-like container 1 are formed
integrally along all the sides with elastically deformable
elongated projections 6 facing outwards which, as will be
seen, are complementary to the projections 4 and to the
recess 5, respectively, of the lid 2.
[0010] Figure 4 shows the condition of opening of the
lid 2 with respect to the tray-like container 1 within which,
in use, a set of slices of cheese F is laid. The dimensions
in length, width, and depth of the tray-like container 1 are
such as to enable housing of the slices of cheese F in a
number, for example, of between six and eight set on top
of one another in a fanned-out way, as represented.
[0011] Figure 5 illustrates the condition of display on
sale of a set of packages according to the invention, sta-
bly packed together in the vertical condition, i.e., resting
along their major bases. As may be seen, the tray-like
container 1 of each package is nested within the recep-
tacle 3 of the lid 2 of the contiguous package, and be-
tween each pair of contiguous packages a forced fit is
obtained thanks to the elastic engagement of the projec-
tions 6 of the tray 1 of one package underneath the pro-
jections 4 of the lid 2 of the other package. The projection
6 formed at the minor base of the tray 1 of each package
engages within the recess 5 formed in the minor base of
the lid 2 of the adjacent package.
[0012] This fit, which, as has been said, enables the
packages packed together to be withheld stably in the
vertical position represented in Figure 5, can easily be
released to enable buyers to pick up each individual pack-
age conveniently in use.
[0013] Of course, the details of construction and the
embodiments may vary widely with respect to what has
been described and illustrated herein, without thereby
departing from the scope of the present invention as de-
fined in the ensuing claims.

Claims

1. A package for sliced cheese (F) consisting of a tray-
like container (1), hermetically applied on the rim (1a)
of which is a removable lid (2), wherein the lid (2) is
lowered with respect to the rim (1a) of the tray-like
container (1) so as to define a receptacle (3) config-
ured for insertion of the tray-like container (1) of an
identical contiguous package, and wherein walls of
the tray-like container (1) and walls of said receptacle
(3) have elongated formations (4, 5, 6) for forced fit
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with identical contiguous packages in a packed con-
figuration, characterized in that the package has in
plan view an isosceles trapezium shape, with minor
base considerably shorter than the major base, in
that said forced-fit formations (4, 5, 6) are provided
along each side of the package, and in that the major
base constitutes a resting surface in said packed
configuration in which said package is stably coupled
with identical contiguous packages in a vertical po-
sition.

2. The package according to Claim 1, characterized
in that said forced-fit formations include elastically
deformable elongated projections (4, 6).

3. The package according to Claim 1 or claim 2, char-
acterized in that said tray-like container (1) has di-
mensions such as to contain a set of slices of cheese
(F) set on top of one another in a fanned-out way.

Patentansprüche

1. Verpackung für Scheibenkäse (F), bestehend aus
einem tablettartigen Behälter (1), auf dessen Rand
(1a) hermetisch ein entfernbarer Deckel (2) aufge-
bracht ist, wobei der Deckel (2) bezogen auf den
Rand (1a) des tablettartigen Behälters (1) abgesenkt
ist, um ein Behältnis (3) zu definieren, das für ein
Einsetzen des tablettartigen Behälters (1) einer iden-
tischen benachbarten Verpackung ausgestaltet ist,
und wobei Wände des tablettartigen Behälters (1)
und Wände des Behältnisses (3) lang gestreckte Ge-
bilde (4, 5, 6) für eine zwangsweise Zusammenpas-
sung mit identischen benachbarten Verpackungen
in einer gepackten Anordnung aufweisen, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Verpackung in der
Draufsicht die Form eines gleichschenkligen Trape-
zes aufweist, wobei die kleinere Grundseite erheb-
lich kürzer ist als die größere Grundseite, dass die
Zwangspassungsgebilde (4, 5, 6) entlang jeder Seite
der Verpackung vorgesehen sind und dass in der
gepackten Anordnung, in der die Verpackung in ei-
ner vertikalen Position stabil mit identischen benach-
barten Verpackungen gekoppelt ist, die größere
Grundseite eine Aufstandsfläche darstellt.

2. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Zwangspassungsgebilde elas-
tisch verformbare lang gestreckte Vorsprünge (4, 6)
umfassen.

3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der tablettartige Be-
hälter (1) Abmessungen aufweist, um einen Satz von
Käsescheiben (F), die fächerartig übereinander ge-
legt sind, zu enthalten.

Revendications

1. Emballage pour fromage en tranches (F) se compo-
sant d’un récipient en forme de plateau (1), sur le
bord (1a) duquel on applique hermétiquement un
couvercle amovible (2), dans lequel le couvercle (2)
est abaissé par rapport au bord (1a) du récipient en
forme de plateau (1) afin de définir un réceptacle (3)
configuré pour l’insertion du récipient en forme de
plateau (1) d’un emballage contigu identique, et dans
lequel les parois du récipient en forme de plateau
(1) et les parois dudit réceptacle (3) ont des forma-
tions allongées (4, 5, 6) pour le couplage forcé avec
des emballages contigus identiques dans une con-
figuration emballée, caractérisé en ce que l’embal-
lage a, sur une vue en plan, une forme de trapèze
isocèle, avec la base mineure considérablement
plus courte que la base majeure, en ce que lesdites
formations de couplage forcé (4, 5, 6) sont prévues
le long de chaque côté de l’emballage, et en ce que
la base majeure constitue une surface de repos dans
ladite configuration emballée dans laquelle ledit em-
ballage est couplé de manière stable avec des em-
ballages contigus identiques dans une position ver-
ticale.

2. Emballage selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdites formations de couplage forcé com-
prennent des saillies allongées élastiquement défor-
mables (4, 6).

3. Emballage selon la revendication 1 ou la revendica-
tion 2, caractérisé en ce que ledit récipient en forme
de plateau (1) a des dimensions afin un contenir un
ensemble de tranches de fromage (F) placées les
unes sur les autres, à la manière d’un éventail.
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