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(54) Label holder adapted for being joined to shelves of different types, and display kit

(67)  Labelholder adapted for being joined to shelves
of different types, comprising a front part (1) for support-
ing a label, and a rear part (2) to be connected to the
shelf. The rear part (2) comprises a first extension (21)
that extends away of the front part (1) from an upper end
of the front part (1), and that comprises a first housing
(211) and a second housing (212), and a second exten-

sion (22) that extends downwards from an upper end of
the front part (1), and that comprises a first housing (221)
and a second housing (222). The label holder (100) is
adapted for being joined to the shelf by means of the first
housings (211, 221) of the two extensions (21, 22) or by
means of the second housings (212, 222) of the two ex-
tensions (21, 22), depending on the type of shelf.
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to a label holder adapted
for being joined to a shelf, and in particular to a label
holder adapted for being joined to shelves of different
types. The invention also relates to display kits compris-
ing a label holder of this type and a shelf.

PRIOR ART

[0002] Multiple designs for different label holders are
known, whose function is to hold labels providing infor-
mation on prices, product characteristics, reference num-
bers, etc, which are used for example in supermarkets
and department stores. Generally a label holder is fitted,
joined or attached to a shelf. The connection between a
label holder and a shelf may be formed in different ways,
for example by means of retainer means such as staples,
rivets or other equivalent means. Another type of label
holder comprises a front part, which may also comprise
a strip of two facing sheets between which the label is
disposed, and a rear part that is adapted and designed
to be joined to the shelf, the label holder thereby being
joined to the shelf by means of its rear part. The rear part
of the label holder is designed to be attached to a specific
type of shelves.

[0003] Document EP 1349133 B1 discloses a label
holder that is adapted to be attached to shelves of the
type that defines a dovetail-shaped housing. To achieve
this, the label holder comprises a U-shaped part in the
rear part, the ends of the U-shape being open in order
to be attached in the dovetail-shaped housing of the cor-
responding shelf. However, the label holder may only be
used to be attached to a specific type of shelves, in this
case shelves that define a dovetail-shaped housing, it
being necessary to replace it or use an additional inter-
mediate member to connect it to another type of shelves.
[0004] Document EP 1764763 B1, filed by the appli-
cant, discloses a label holder that is adapted for being
joined to shelves of the type that comprises an upper part
and a part, and which defines a respective housing in
each part by means of respective projections that are
facing the label holder. The label holder comprises a first
arm that cooperates with the projection/housing unit of
the upper part of the shelf and a second arm that coop-
erates with the projection/housing unit of the lower part
of the shelf in order to be attached to the shelf. However,
as occurs in the aforementioned label holder, this label
holder can only be attached to a specific type of shelves,
it being necessary to replace it or use an additional in-
termediate member to join it to another type of shelves.

BRIEF DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0005] Itis an object of the invention to provide a label
holder as described in the claims.
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[0006] The label holder is adapted for being joined to
different types of shelves, and comprises a front part with
a pivoting strip of two opposing laminated walls for sup-
porting at least one label, and a rear part to be attached
to the corresponding shelf.

[0007] The rear part comprises a first extension that
extends from an upper end of the front part and which
comprises a first housing and a second housing, and a
second extension that extends from an upper end of the
front part downwards, and which comprises a first hous-
ing and a second housing, the label holder being adapted
for being joined to a shelf by means of the first housings
ofthe two extensions or by means of the second housings
of the two extensions, depending on the type of shelf.
[0008] Consequently, the label holder is adapted to be
fitted to shelves of different types, such as a shelf with
folds that define a dovetail-shaped housing, or a shelf
with housings defined by substantially vertical projec-
tions on the end facing the label holder, without the need
for additional members to adapt it to another type of
shelves. The label holder is adapted for being joined to
one type of shelf by means of the first housings of the
two extensions, while it is adapted for being joined to
another type of shelf by means of the second housings
of the two extensions. A more versatile label holder is
thus obtained, even for the user, such as a supermarket,
who does not have to opt for a specific type of shelves
and may use at least two different types of shelves. In
addition it also offers a cost advantage both in terms of
manufacturing (a single manufacturing model for two dif-
ferent types of shelves) and storage (a single model that
may be used for two different types of shelves).

[0009] Itis another object of the invention to provide a
display kit comprising a label holder such as the one ex-
plained above and a shelf with folds that define a dovetail-
shaped housing.

[0010] Itis another object of the invention to provide a
display kit comprising a label holder such as the one ex-
plained above and a shelf with housings defined by sub-
stantially vertical projections on its ends that is facing the
label holder.

[0011] These and other advantages and characteris-
tics of the invention will be made evident in the light of
the drawings and the detailed description thereof.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0012]

Figure 1 shows a preferred embodiment of a label
holder of the invention.

Figure 2 shows a partial and schematic view of a A-
type shelf, the label holder of

Figure 1 being adapted for being joined to said A-
type shelf.
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Figure 3 shows a partial and schematic view of a B-
type shelf, the label holder of Figure 1 being adapted
for being joined to said B-type shelf.

Figure 4 shows a display kit formed by the label hold-
er of Figure 1 and a shelf according to Figure 2.

Figure 5 shows a display kit formed by the label hold-
er of Figure 1 and a shelf according to Figure 3.

DETAILED DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0013] A first aspect of the invention relates to a label
holder 100. Figure 1 shows a preferred embodiment of
the label holder 100, which is adapted for being joined
to at least two types of different shelves 3 and 3': a shelf
3 that comprises an upper part 30 and a lower part 31
and that possesses, on the ends of both parts 30 and 31
that are facing the label holder 100, folds 32 between
which a dovetail-shaped housing 33 is defined, shown in
Figure 2, hereinafter referred to as A-type shelf 3; and a
shelf 3’ that comprises an upper part 30’ and a lower part
31’ and which defines a respective housing 32’ in each
part 30’ and 31’ by means of respective projections 33’,
shown in Figure 3, hereinafter referred to as a B-type
shelf3’. The A-type shelf 3 is joined to the label holder
100 by means of the folds 32 and the dovetail-shaped
housing 31, as it will be explained below, and the B-type
shelf 3’ is joined to the label holder 100 by means of the
housings 32’ and the projections 33’, as it will be ex-
plained below. In both cases the label holder 100 is joined
orattached to the frontof the corresponding shelf 3and 3'.
[0014] The label holder 100 comprises a front part 1
for supporting a label with the information to be shown,
comprising a pivoting strip 10 with an outer laminated
wall 11 and an inner laminated wall 12 between which is
disposed the label (not shown in the figures), and a rear
part 2 to be attached to the corresponding shelf 3 or 3'.
In the preferred embodiment the rear part 2 is connected
to the front part 1 by means of a flexible strip 9 that allows
the front part 1 to move between a first position P1 and
a second position P2.

[0015] Therearpart2ofthelabelholder 100 comprises
a first extension 21 that extends away of the front part 1
from the flexible strip 9 that connects the rear part 2 to
the front part 1 (or from the upper end of the inner lami-
nated wall 12 of the front part 1 if said parts 1 and 2 are
connected directly), and a second extension 22 that ex-
tends down the flexible strip 9 that connects the rear part
2 to the front part 1 (or from the upper end of the inner
laminated wall 12 of the front part 1 if said parts 1 and 2
are connected directly). The first extension 21 comprises
a first housing 211 to be connected to the a A-type shelf
3 and a second housing 212 to be connected to the a
B-type shelf 3’, and the second extension 22 comprises
a first housing 221 to be connected to the A-type shelf 3
and a second housing 222 to be connected to the B-type
shelf 3'.
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[0016] Thus, the label holder 100 is adapted for being
joined to a A-type shelf 3 by means of the first housings
211 and 221 of the two extensions 21 and 22, and to a
B-type shelf 3’ by means of the second housings 212 and
222 of the two extensions 21 and 22, the label holder 100
being more flexible than those of the prior art. As a result,
the label holder 100 is adapted to be fitted to different
types of shelving 3 and 3’, such as the ones detailed
above for example, without the need for additional mem-
bers to adapt it to another type of shelving, and this in-
volves, for example, smaller production costs, for exam-
ple, as the same label holder 100 may be produced for
different shelves 3 and 3.

[0017] The first extension 21 of the rear part 2 of the
label holder 100 comprises a substantially horizontal first
segment 41, and a second segment 42 that starts on the
end of the first segment41. The second segment 42 com-
prises a downward section 420 and a curved section 421
that ends in an upward manner, comprising a substan-
tially hooked shape. The first housing 211 is defined be-
tween the downward section 420 and the curved section
421 of the second segment 42 of the first extension 21
and is accessible from above, and the second housing
212 is defined between the second extension 22 and the
segments 41 and 42 of the first extension 21 and is ac-
cessible from below.

[0018] The second extension 22 of the rear part 2 of
the label holder 100 comprises a curved first segment
51, a second segment 52 that starts from a lower end of
the first segment 51, and a third segment 53 that starts
from the second segment 52, away from the front part 1
and from a point of the first segment 51 disposed between
the first extension 21 of the rear part 2 of the label holder
100 and the third segment 53 of the second extension
22 of the rear part 2 of the label holder 100. The third
segment 53 is downward and curved, and the first hous-
ing 221 of the second extension 22 of the rear part 2 of
the label holder 100 is defined between the third segment
53 and the part of the first segment 51 disposed between
the third segment 53 and the second segment 52 and is
accessible from below. The second segment 52 is curved
upwards, and the second housing 222 of the second ex-
tension 22 of the rear part 2 of the label holder 100 is
defined between the second segment 52 and the part of
the first segment 51 disposed between the third segment
53 and the second segment 52 and is accessible from
above.

[0019] Figure 4 shows a label holder 100 connected
to A-type shelf 3. The folds 32 of the shelf 3 are housed
in the first housings 211 and 221 of the extensions 21
and 22 of the rear part 2 of the label holder 100. As shown,
the second segment 52 and the part of the first segment
51 of the second extension 22 thatis between the second
segment 52 and the third segment 53 also acts to keep
the label holder 100 in its position and prevent the label
holder 100 and the shelf 3 from easily becoming discon-
nected, primarily preventing them from becoming discon-
nected in an accidental manner.
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[0020] Figure 5 shows a label holder 100 joined to B-
type shelf 3'. The projections 33’ of the shelf 3’ are housed
in the second housings 212 and 222 of the extensions
21 and 22 of the rear part 2 of the label holder 100. Ad-
ditionally, the second segment 42 of the first extension
21 is housed in the housing 32’ of the upper part 30’ of
the shelf 3, primarily ensuring that the connection be-
tween the shelf 3’ and the label holder 100 is stable.
[0021] Inthe preferred embodiment of the label holder
100, the second segment 53 of the second extension 22
of the rear part 2 of the label holder 100 comprises a
flexible area 520 to enable the label holder 100 assembly
to act on A-type shelf 3 or on B-type shelf 3’. The flexible
area 520 is disposed between the first extension 21 and
the third segment 53 of the second extension 22, and
comprises two opposing sloping sections.

[0022] In the preferred embodiment of the label holder
100, the third segment 53 of the second extension 22 of
the rear part 2 of the label holder 100 ends with a sub-
stantially vertical upward section 530. The section 530
cooperates in the connection between the label holder
100 and a B-type shelf 3’, as it limits the relative axial
movement between the label holder 100 and the shelf 3'.
[0023] In the preferred embodiment, the label holder
100 can also comprise a section 6 that extends substan-
tially horizontally from the front part 1 towards the second
extension 22 of the rear part 2 for the purpose of increas-
ing the slope in relation to an imaginary vertical axis Y of
the front part 1, which in some cases is required by the
end user of the unit formed by the shelf 3 or 3’ and the
label holder 100. The length of the section 6 thus depends
on the slope that is required, the slope being greater the
greater the length of the section 6.

[0024] As a result, besides, a label holder 100 that is
easy to assemble on and detach from a shelf 3 and 3’ is
obtained without the fitter having to exert a great amount
of effort and without being at risk of injuring their fingers,
for example, during the assembly or detachment.
[0025] Theinvention is notrestrictive with regard to the
dimensions of the label holder 100 and the shelf 3 and
3’ for which it is designed, and may be manufactured in
different measurements depending on the needs deriv-
ing from the length of the front of the shelf 3, 3'.

[0026] A second aspect of the invention relates to a
display kit that comprises a A-type shelf 3 explained
above in the first aspect of the invention, and a label
holder 100 such as the one of the first aspect of the in-
vention, in any of its embodiments and/or arrangements
[0027] A third aspect of the invention relates to a dis-
play kit that comprises a B-type shelf 3’ explained above
in the first aspect of the invention, and a label holder 100
such as the one of the first aspect of the invention, in any
of its embodiments and/or arrangements.

Claims

1. Label holder adapted for being joined to shelves of
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different types, comprising a front part (1) with a piv-
oting strip (10) of two facing laminated walls (11, 12)
for supporting at least one label, and a rear part (2)
to be attached to the corresponding shelf (3; 3’),
characterised in that the rear part (2) comprises a
first extension (21) that extends away of the front
part (1) from an upper end of the front part (1) or from
a flexible strip (9) that connects the rear part (2) to
the front part (1), and which comprises a first housing
(211) and a second housing (212), and a second
extension (22) that extends downwards from the up-
per end of the front part (1) or from the flexible strip
(9) that connects the rear part (2) to the front part
(1), and that comprises a first housing (221) and a
second housing (222), the label holder (100) being
adapted to be joined to a shelf (3; 3’) by means of
the first housings (211, 221) of the two extensions
(21, 22) or by means of the second housings (212,
222) of the two extensions (21, 22) depending on
the type of shelf (3; 3).

Label holder according to claim 1, wherein the first
housing (211) of the first extension (21) is accessible
from above, and the first housing (221) of the second
extension (22) is accessible from below.

Label holder according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the
second housing (212) of the first extension (21) is
accessible from below, and the second housing
(222) of the second extension (22) is accessible from
above.

Label holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the first extension (21) comprises a
substantially horizontal first segment (41),and a sec-
ond segment (42) that starts on the end of the first
segment (41), that comprises a substantially hooked
shape with a downward first section (420) and a
curved second section (421) that ends in an upward
manner, and that defines the first housing (211) of
the first extension (21), the second housing (212) of
the first extension (21) being defined between the
second extension 22 and the segments (41) and (42)
of the first extension (21).

Label holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the second extension (22) compris-
es a curved first segment (51), a second segment
(52) that starts from a lower end of the first segment
(51), and a third segment (53) that starts from the
second segment (52), away from the front part (1)
and from a point of the first segment (51) disposed
between the first extension (21) and the second seg-
ment (52) of the second extension (22), the third seg-
ment (53) being downward and curved and the first
housing (221) of the second extension (22) being
defined between the third segment (53) and the part
of the first segment (51) disposed between the third
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segment (53) and the second segment (52), and the
second segment (52) being curved upwards and the
second housing (222) of the second extension (22)
being defined between the second segment (52) and
the part of the first segment (51) disposed between
the third segment (53) and the second segment (52).

Label holder according to claim 5, wherein the third
segment (53) of the second extension (22) ends with
a substantially vertical upward section (530).

Label holder according to claims 5 or 6, wherein the
second segment (52) of the second extension (22)
comprises a flexible area (520) with two facing slop-
ing sections.

Label holder according to claim 7, wherein the flex-
ible area (520) of the second segment (52) of the
second extension (22) is disposed between the first
extension (21) and the third segment (53) of the sec-
ond extension (22).

Label holder according to any of the preceding
claims, comprising a section (6) that extends sub-
stantially horizontal from the front part (1) towards
the second extension (22) of the rear part (2).

Display kit comprising a shelf (3’) with folds (32) be-
tween which is defined a dovetail-shaped housing
and a label holder, characterised in that the label
holder corresponds with a label holder (100) accord-
ing to any of the preceding claims.

Display kit comprising a shelf (3’) with housings (32’)
defined by substantially vertical projections (33’) on
its end that is faced to the label holder, character-
ised in that the label holder corresponds with a label
holder (100) according to any of claims 1 to 9.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 667 372 A1

FIG. 1



EP 2 667 372 A1

NI
FIG. 2
3’\ 30\

FIG. 3



EP 2 667 372 A1

FIG. 4



EP 2 667 372 A1

FIG. 5



EP 2 667 372 A1

9

Europdisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

—

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 12 38 2197

The Hague 26 September 2012

Category Citation of gfo'?:lz\;eanr:tv'\;i;hssir;iiec:tion, where appropriate, Eeéleavi;nt %I;sf%lil_ﬁg{llogp%lj THE
X US 6 470 613 B1 (WILDRICK RICHARD J [US]) |1-11 INV.
29 October 2002 (2002-10-29) GO9F3/20
* figures 1-7 *
A EP 0 606 828 Al (SYNCO ITALIANA SRL [IT]) |1-11
20 July 1994 (1994-07-20)
* figures 1-3 *
A EP 1 560 189 Al (DRIVER [FR]) 1-11
3 August 2005 (2005-08-03)
* figures 1-8b *
A US 2007/245611 Al (MCDONALD BYRON K [CA]) |1-11
25 October 2007 (2007-10-25)
* figures 1-20 *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (IPC)
GO9F
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner

Demoor, Kristoffel

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

D : document cited in the application

L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding
document

10




EPO FORM P0459

EP 2 667 372 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 12 38 2197

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

26-09-2012
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 6470613 Bl 29-10-2002 CA 2361025 Al 06-05-2002
N 6470613 B1 29-10-2002
EP 0606828 Al 20-07-1994  NONE
EP 1560189 Al 03-08-2005 EP 1560189 Al 03-08-2005
FR 2865619 Al 05-08-2005
US 2007245611 Al 25-10-2007 CA 2547507 Al 21-10-2007
US 2007245611 Al 25-10-2007

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

1"



EP 2 667 372 A1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

« EP 1349133 B1 [0003] « EP 1764763 B1[0004]

12



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

