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(54) CONTAINER FOR FOODSTUFF

(67)  Arise in a manufacturing cost of a container is
suppressed by not using a separate member for holding
a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-
weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the like or
a skewer, for example, in the container. Moreover, hold-
ing of the skewer in the container is facilitated. Further-
more, taking-out of the skewer only by one hand while
the container is held by the other hand is enabled when
the skewer is taken out of the container.

Two streaks of upper and lower slits 11 are formed

Fig.6

on an upper part of a container main body 1. The tip end
portion of a skewer 5 is inserted through the upper slit
11 from inside the container main body 1 and further in-
serted through the lower slit 11, and the tip end portion
is pressed inside. As a result, the skewer 5 can be held
in the container main body 1 by the both slits 11. A portion
between the upper and lower slits 11 is made a holding
piece 13, and the skewer 5 is held by a recovering force
of this holding piece 13 so that the skewer 5 can be tilted
by an arbitrary angle or the skewer 5 can be held at an
arbitrary position in the vertical direction.
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a container for
food for placing skewered food including deep-fried
chicken, pork, beef and the like, dumplings, dengaku,
mini doughnuts and the like in a cup-shaped container
so that these skewered food can be skewered and eaten.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Related-art examples of a container for skew-
ered food for placing skewered food such as yakitori
chicken, chicken meat balls, dumplings and the like in-
clude Patent Literatures 1 and 2 described below, for
example.

Citation List
Patent Literature
[0003]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Utility Model Applica-
tion Publication No. 3-31745

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2000-33948

[0004] The above-described Patent Literature 1 de-
scribes a cup-shaped container equipped with, on a bot-
tom part, a fixing member for fixing a skewer by sticking
atip end portion of the skewer therein and, at the center
of the upper part, aring-shaped member having an open-
ing portion. Moreover, a fitting-in port is provided in this
ring-shaped member so that a base portion of the skewer
communicating with the opening portion is fitted in and
fixed and made capable of going in/out therethrough.
Then, the skewered food is put in the container through
the opening portion of the ring-shaped memberin a skew-
ered state, the tip end portion of the skewer is inserted
into the fixing member and the base portion of the skewer
is held in the fitting-in port.

[0005] Moreover, Patent Literature 2 is a cylindrical
container or a box-shaped container having a height that
can contain 3 to 4 pieces of lump-state food such as
chicken balls, yakitori chicken, dumplings and the like in
the vertical direction, a partition or a partition cylinder
having an opening surface through which the lump-state
food can be easily contained or taken out thereof from
above is attached to the container, and a plurality of par-
titioned sections are constituted.

Moreover, 3 to 4 pieces of the lump-state food are con-
tained in not-skewered and loose state in each of the
partition section in the vertical direction. Moreover, skew-
ers for skewering the lump-state food are contained in a
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separate containing bag, and the containing bag with the
skewers therein is attached to a part of the main body of
the container.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to Be Solved

[0006] However, in the above-described Patent Liter-
ature 1, the skewered food is fixed in the container while
the food is attached, and the technical idea thereof is
different from that of the presentinvention. Moreover, the
fixing member is provided on the bottom part of the con-
tainer for fixing the skewer, and the ring-shaped member
is provided for fixing the base portion of the skewer, and
thus, two members, that is, the fixing member and the
ring-shaped member are further required other than the
container.

[0007] Furthermore, the shape of the ring-shaped
member becomes complicated, and moreover, a process
of providing the fixing member in the container and the
process of disposing the ring-shaped member are re-
quired. As a result, there is a problem that a manufactur-
ing cost of the container becomes extremely high.
[0008] Moreover, in the above-described Patent Liter-
ature 2, since the skewer is put in the containing bag and
the containing bag is attached to the outer side face of
the container, when a user is to eat the skewered food
in the container by using the skewer, it is realized only
after holding the container by one hand at first, taking the
containing bag out of the container by the other hand,
and moreover, putting down the container and tearing
the containing bag the both hands in order to take the
skewer out of the containing bag.

[0009] Therefore, in this Patent Literature 2, when a
user is to eat the skewered food by using the skewer, the
skewer cannot be taken outimmediately, whereby a user
is irritated. Moreover, when the skewer is taken out of
the containing bag, the containing bag needs to be torn
by the both hands to take out the skewer, and the con-
tainer should be put down somewhere once. Thus, there
is a problem that it is extremely difficult to take out the
skewer and eat the skewered food while walking.
Furthermore, there is also a problem that a containing
bag for containing the skewer is needed, whereby a man-
ufacturing cost is increased.

[0010] On the other hand, as those in which the sep-
arate member is not used but the skewer is simply put
down in the container or in which a cutout line is made
on the container so that the skewer is inserted into the
cutout line to be held, Patent Literatures 3 and 4 de-
scribed below can be cited, for example.

[0011]

Patent Literature 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2003-79503

Patent Literature 4: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2002-160724
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[0012] The above-described Patent Literature 3 de-
scribes a container which has a plurality of notched por-
tions on an upper edge portion of a main body of container
so that a skewer after food has been eaten can be placed
in the container by placing the skewer over the two of the
notched portions.

[0013] Moreover, in the above-described Patent Liter-
ature 4, a single cutout line is provided on a container
main body or a lid body so that a skewer can be held in
the cutout line by pushing the skewer into this cutout line.
[0014] However, in the above-described Patent Liter-
ature 3, it is only possible to place the skewer on the
notched portions, and the skewer cannot be held on the
notched portions immovably. Thus, there is a problem
that the skewer might fall from the notched portion if the
container is tilted or turned upside down when the con-
tainer is held by hand.

[0015] Moreover in the above-described Patent Liter-
ature 4, since only a single cutout line is provided, if the
skewer is inserted into the cutout line, a direction of the
skewer is determined unambiguously regardless of the
inserting direction, and there is a problem that the skewer
cannot be held at an arbitrary position in the vertical
direction or in an inclined state.

[0016] The present invention was provided in view of
the above-described problems and provides a container
for food having a purpose of at least the following:

(1) To suppress a rise of a manufacturing cost of a
container by not using a separate member for hold-
ing a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat
and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon
and the like in a container;

(2) Even if a separate member is used for holding a
utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and
light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and
the like in a container, to suppress the rise of a man-
ufacturing cost of the container by using an extreme-
ly inexpensive member for the member;

(3) When a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly
flat and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified
spoon and the like is held in a container, to make it
easy;

(4) To be able to hold a utensil such as a skewer or
a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork,
simplified spoon and the like in a container in a state
where the utensil such as a skewer is arbitrarily tilted
or atan arbitrary position in the vertical position with
respect to the container;

(5) If a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat
and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon
and the like is to be taken out of the container, to
enable taking out the utensil such as a skewer im-
mediately and only by one hand while the container
is held by the other hand;

(6) To contain a tip end portion of a utensil such as
a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted
simplified fork, simplified spoon and the like in a con-
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tainer so as to improve hygiene;

(7) When the container is formed of a paper material,
to prevent the paper material from being exposed to
an inner edge portion of a slit so as to avoid direct
contact between the food material and the paper ma-
terial and to ensure security and safety in terms of
hygiene; and

(8) To provide a design effect so as to attract users.

Means for Solving the Problems.

[0017] A first aspect of the present invention is a con-
tainer for food for eating food contained in a cup-shaped
container main body 1 made of paper or resin by using
a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-
weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the like,
characterized in that:

a slit 11 through which the utensil such as a skewer
or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simplified
fork, simplified spoon and the like is inserted into the
container main body 1 is formed in the side face of
the container main body 1;

the slit 11 is formed in a circumferential direction of
the container main body 1 and two streaks of the
slits are formed on upper and lower parts; and

a tip end portion of the utensil such as a skewer or
a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork,
simplified spoon and the like is inserted into the in-
side of the container main body 1 through the upper
and lower slits 11 and 11 of the container main body
1 from the inner side of an upper part of the container
main body 1 so that the utensil can be held in the
container main body 1 withdrawably.

[0018] A second aspect of the present invention is
characterized in that the slit 11 in the container main body
1 is formed by cutting out or punching.

[0019] A third aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in that an opening portion 4 is formed in the
side face of the container main body 1, a sheet 10 is
attached so as to block the opening portion 4, and two
streaks of the slits 11 are formed on the upper and lower
parts in the sheet 10.

[0020] A fourth aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in that the opening portion 4 is formed in the
side face of the container main body 1, the sheet 10 is
attached so as to block the opening portion 4 with a gap
above and below the opening portion 4, and the upper
and lower gaps of the sheet 10 are to be the slits 11.
[0021] A fifth aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in thata dimension in a circumferential direction
of the slit 11 is set in accordance with the number of
utensils such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-
weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the like to
be inserted through the slit.

[0022] A sixth aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in that a pictorial figure 21 is drawn on an outer
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surface of the container main body 1 and also a pictorial
figure 22 of a tip end portion of a skewer 5 penetrating
the pictorial figure 21 is drawn.

[0023] A seventh aspect of the present invention is
characterized in that, if the container main body 1 and
the sheet 10 forming the slit 11 are made of a paper
material, a hole 12 larger than the width of the slit 11 and
communicating with the slit 11 is drilled at both ends of
the slit 11.

[0024] An eighth aspect of the present invention is
characterized in that, if the container main body 1 is made
of a paper material, a covering portion 18 preventing ex-
posure of the paper material is formed on an inner edge
15 of the slit 11.

[0025] A ninth aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in that the paper material is to be a base 30,
the surface of the base 30 is coated with a film 31 so that
the paper material is not exposed to the outside, and the
covering portion 18 formed on the inner edge 15 of the
slit 11 is formed by applying a resin of a film material of
the film 31.

[0026] A tenth aspect of the present invention is char-
acterized in that the covering portion 18 formed on the
inner edge 15 of the slit 11 is formed by applying or spray-
ing a water-repellent oil-repellent agent.

[0027] An eleventh aspect of the present invention is
characterized in that the covering portion 18 formed on
the inner edge 15 of the slit 11 is formed by applying a
colorless or colored food grade chemical provided with
any one of an antibacterial function, a sterilizing function
and a disinfecting function.

[0028] A twelfth aspectofthe presentinvention is char-
acterized in that the covering portion 18 is formed from
the inneredge 15 ofthe slit 11 to a peripheral edge portion
on the surface of the container main body 1.

Advantages of the invention

[0029] According to the first aspect of the present in-
vention, among the utensils such as a skewer or a thin,
slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified
spoon and the like, in the case of the skewer 5, for ex-
ample, asharp tip end of the skewer 5 is positioned inside
the container main body 1, and the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 is inserted from inside the container main body
1 into the upper slit 11. Assuming that a space between
the upper and lower slits 11 is referred to as a holding
piece 13, for example, since the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 is located on the outside of the holding piece
13, the holding piece 13 can be moved inward by tilting
the skewer 5 outward by using the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 as a fulcrum. Then, by pressing down the skew-
er 5, it can be inserted through the open lower slit 11,
and by further pressing down the skewer 5 and by re-
leasing the hand from the skewer 5 at a position where
the tip end portion of the skewer 5 reaches a bottom plate
2 of the container main body 1 or before reaching the
bottom plate 2, the skewer 5 is held in the container main
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body 1. As described above, the skewer 5 can be easily
held in the container main body 1.

[0030] Moreover, since a recovering force to recover
to the original state works in the holding piece 13 between
the upper and lower slits 11, the skewer 5 is biased to
an outward direction on the outer surface of the holding
piece 13. Thus, the skewer 5 is held by an inner surface
of the container main body 1 and the outer surface of the
holding piece 13, and the skewer 5 is located substan-
tially in contact with the inner surface of the container
main body 1.

[0031] Moreover, slipping down of the skewer 5 by the
weight of the skewer 5 can be prevented by the outward
biasing force (recovering force) of the holding piece 13.
Thus, the skewer 5 can be held in the container main
body 1 at an arbitrary position in the vertical direction,
and even in a state where the skewer 5 is tilted by an
arbitrary angle, the skewer 5 can be held in the container
main body 1 in that state. Furthermore, unlike Patent Lit-
eratures 3 and 4, even if the container main body 1 hold-
ing the skewer 5is tilted or turned upside down, the skew-
er 5 does not fall from the container main body 1.
[0032] Moreover in a state where the skewer 5 is held
in the container main body 1, since the tip end portion of
the skewer 5 is located in the container main body 1,
contact of the hand of a seller with the tip end portion of
the skewer 5 can be prevented, and hygiene can be im-
proved.

[0033] Furthermore, if a user eats the food in the con-
tainer main body 1 by using the skewer 5, unlike the prior-
art examples, the container main body 1 does not have
to be put down somewhere but the skewer 5 can be easily
taken out of the container main body 1 only by holding
the base portion of the skewer 5 by one hand and with-
drawn upward while the container main body 1 is held
by the other hand. The user sticks the tip end portion of
the skewer 5 into the food in the container main body 1
and eats it. Since the skewer 5 is used, the user can eat
the food without dirtying fingers.

[0034] According to the second aspect of the present
invention, since the slit 11 in the container main body 1
is formed by cutting out or punching, in addition to the
effect in the first aspect, the container can be formed
easily and inexpensively without using a separate mem-
ber for holding a utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly
flat and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon
and the like or the skewer 5, for example.

[0035] According to the third aspect of the presentin-
vention, the opening portion 4 is formed in the side face
of the container main body 1, the sheet 10 is attached
so as to block the opening portion 4, and two streaks of
the slits 11 are formed on the upper and lower parts in
the sheet 10. Therefore, in addition to the effect of the
first aspect, only the two streaks of the slits 11 are formed
in the sheet 10 which is an inexpensive member for hold-
ing the utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and
light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the
like or the skewer 5, for example, and thus a rise in the
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manufacturing cost can be suppressed.

[0036] According to the fourth aspect of the present
invention, the opening portion 4 is formed on the side
face of the container main body 1, the sheet 10 is at-
tached so as to block the opening portion 4 with a gap
above and below the opening portion 4, and the upper
and lower gaps of the sheet 10 are made the slits 11.
Therefore, in addition to the effect of the first aspect, the
upper and lower slits 11 can be formed in the container
main body 1 only by simply attaching the sheet 10 to the
container main body 1, and the utensil such as a skewer
or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork,
simplified spoon and the like or the skewer 5, forexample,
can be held by the upper and lower slits 11 withdrawably.
Here, the sheet 10 is used as a separate member other
than the container main body 1, but the sheet 10 itself is
extremely inexpensive, and unlike Patent Literatures 1
and 2 using a slightly complicated and not inexpensive
separate member, the skewer 5 can be held by the con-
tainer main body 1 with an inexpensive member (sheet
10).

Moreover, only by attaching the sheet 10 which is an
inexpensive member for holding the skewer 5 to the
opening portion 4 side with a gap above and below the
opening portion 4 on the side face of the container main
body 1, the upper and lower slits 11 can be formed, and
thus, arise in the manufacturing cost can be suppressed.
[0037] According to the fifth aspect of the present in-
vention, since the dimension in the circumferential direc-
tion of the slit 11 is set in accordance with the number
of utensils such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and
light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the
like to be inserted through the slit 11, a plurality of utensils
can be easily held by the container main body 1.
[0038] According to the sixth aspect of the present in-
vention, since the pictorial figure 21 is drawn on the outer
surface of the container main body 1 and the pictorial
figure 22 of the tip end portion of the skewer 5 penetrating
the pictorial figure 21, it seems that the skewer 5 pene-
trates the pictorial figure 21 of a heart shape at a glance,
and an interest or impact can be given to a user.
[0039] According to the seventh aspect of the present
invention, if the container main body 1 and the sheet 10
forming the slit 11 are made of a paper material, since
the hole 12 larger than the width of the slit 11 and com-
municating with the slit 11 is drilled at both ends of the
slit 11, even if the holding piece 13 is moved inward, the
force is absorbed in the portion of the hole 12, and the
paper materialis prevented from being torn from the edge
portion of the slit 11.

[0040] According to the eighth aspect of the present
invention, if the container main body 1 is made of a paper
material, since the covering portion 18 preventing expo-
sure of the paper material is formed on the inner edge
15 of the slit 11, exposure of the paper material on the
inner edge 15 of the slit 11 can be prevented. Thus, even
if the utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and
light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the
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like or the skewer 5, for example, is inserted through the
slit 11, contact of the surface of the skewer 5 with the
paper which is the material of the container main body 1
canbe prevented. As aresult, security and safety interms
of hygiene can be ensured.

[0041] According to the ninth aspect of the present in-
vention, the paper material forms the base 30, and the
surface of the base 30 is coated with the film 31 so that
the paper material is not exposed to the outside, and the
covering portion 18 formed on the inner edge 15 of the
slit 11 is formed by applying a resin of the film material
of the film 31, and thus, exposure of the paper material
tothe inner edge 15 of the slit 11 can be prevented. Thus,
even if the utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat
and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and
the like or the skewer 5, for example, is inserted through
the slit 11, contact of the surface of the skewer 5 with the
paper which is the material of the container main body 1
canbe prevented. As aresult, security and safety interms
of hygiene can be ensured.

[0042] According to the tenth aspect of the present in-
vention, since the covering portion 18 formed on the inner
edge 15 of the slit 11 is formed by applying or spraying
awater-repellent and oil-repellent agent, exposure of the
paper material to the inner edge 15 of the slit 11 can be
prevented by the water-repellent and oil-repellent agent.
Thus, evenifthe utensil such as a skewer or a thin, slightly
flat and light-weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon
and the like or the skewer 5, for example, is inserted
through the slit 11, contact of the surface of the skewer
5 with the paper which is the material of the container
main body 1 can be prevented. As a result, security and
safety in terms of hygiene can be ensured.

[0043] According to the eleventh aspect of the present
invention, since the covering portion 18 formed on the
inner edge 15 of the slit 11 is formed by applying a color-
less or colored food grade chemical provided with any
one of an antibacterial function, a sterilizing function and
a disinfecting function, exposure of the paper material to
the inner edge 15 ofthe slit 11 can be prevented by chem-
icals for food. Thus, even if the utensil such as a skewer
or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork,
simplified spoon and the like or the skewer 5, forexample,
is inserted through the slit 11, contact of the surface of
the skewer 5 with the paper which is the material of the
container main body 1 can be prevented. As a result,
security and safety in terms of hygiene can be ensured.
[0044] According to the twelfth aspect of the present
invention, since the covering portion 18 is formed from
the inner edge 15 of the slit 11 to the peripheral edge
portion on the surface of the container main body 1, the
covering portion 18 can be reliably formed up to a corner
portion of the inner edge 15 of the slit 11, and exposure
of the paper material can be prevented further reliably.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0045]
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Fig. 1 is a plan view of a container main body in a
first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the container main
body in the first embodiment of the present invention
when seen from the front.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the container main
body in the first embodiment of the present invention
when seen from the side.

Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the container main body in
the first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 5 is a view illustrating an example of a skewer
used in the firstembodiment of the presentinvention.
Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a state where the skewer
is held in the container main body in the first embod-
iment of the present invention.

Fig. 7 is a view illustrating a state where the skewer
is held in the container main body in the first embod-
iment of the present invention.

Fig. 8 is an enlarged view of a slit portion in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 9 is an enlarged view of the slit portion whose
dimension in the lateral direction is prolonged in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 10 is a view illustrating a state where two skew-
ers are held in the container main body in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 11 is an enlarged sectional view of an essential
part of the container main body in the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Fig. 12 is an enlarged sectional view of an essential
part of the slit portion in the container main body in
the first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
where an inner edge of the slit in the container main
body in the first embodiment of the present invention
is coated with a resin.

Fig. 14 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
whereresin coatingis applied up to a peripheral edge
portion of the slit of in the container main body in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 15is a perspective view in which a pictorial figure
is drawn on a side face of the container main body
in the first embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 16 is a view illustrating a state where the skewer
is held by the container main body in the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 17 is a perspective view in which a pictorial figure
is drawn on a side face of the container main body
in the first embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 18 is a view illustrating a state where the two
skewers are held by the container main body in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 19is a perspective view illustrating the container
main body in the first embodiment of the present in-
vention when a position in the lateral direction of the
slit is shifted.

Fig. 20 is a perspective view illustrating the container
main body in the first embodiment of the present in-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

vention when a plurality of slits are formed in the
circumferential direction.

Fig. 21 is a front view of a container main body in a
second embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 22 is a plan view of the container main body in
the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 23 is a plan view of a sheet in the second em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 24 is a front view of the container main body in
the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 25 is a side view of the container main body in
the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 26 is a plan view of the container main body in
the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 27 is a bottom view of the container main body
in the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 28 is a rear view of the container main body in
the second embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 29 is a view illustrating a state where a skewer
is held in the container main body in the second em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 30 is a view illustrating a state where the skewer
is held in the container main body in the second em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 31 is an enlarged view of a slit portion in the
second embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 32 is an enlarged view of the slit portion whose
dimension in the lateral direction is prolonged in the
second embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 33 is a view illustrating a state where two skew-
ers are held in the container main body in the second
embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 34 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
where an inner edge of an opening portion in the
container main body in the second embodiment of
the present invention is coated with a resin.

Fig. 35 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
whereresin coating is applied up to a peripheral edge
portion of the opening portion of the container main
body in the second embodiment of the present in-
vention.

Fig. 36 is a front view of the container main body in
which a slit in the second embodiment of the present
invention is formed in the circumferential direction.
Figs. 37A and 38B are plan views of a sheet when
a position in the lateral direction of the slit in the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention is shifted.
Fig. 38 is a front view of a container main body in a
third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 39 is a plan view of the container main body in
the third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 40 is a plan view of a sheet in the third embod-
iment of the present invention.

Fig. 41 is a front view of the container main body in
the third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 42 is a side view of the container main body in
the third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 43 is a plan view of the container main body in
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the third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 44 is a bottom view of the container main body
in the third embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 45 is a view illustrating a state where a skewer
is held in the container main body in the third em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 46 is a front view illustrating a state where the
skewer is held in the container main body in the third
embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 47 is a side view illustrating a state where the
skewer is held in the container main body in the third
embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 48 is a front view illustrating a state where two
skewers are held in the container main body in the
third embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 49 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
where an inner edge of an opening portion in the
container main body in the third embodiment of the
present invention is coated with a resin.

Fig. 50 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a state
whereresin coatingis applied up to a peripheral edge
portion of the opening portion of the container main
body in the third embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Fig. 51 is a front view of the container main body
when the opening portion in the third embodiment of
the presentinvention is formed in the circumferential
direction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
(First embodiment)

[0046] A first embodiment of the present invention will
be described below in detail by referring to the attached
drawings (Figs. 1 to 20). Figs. 1 to 4 illustrate a container
main body 1 of the present invention, in which Fig. 1 is
a plan view of the container main body 1, Fig. 2 is a
perspective view of the container main body 1 when seen
fromthe front, Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the container
main body 1 when seen from the side, and Fig. 4 is a
bottom view of the container main body 1, respectively.
[0047] The container main body 1 is a cup made of
paper or aresin, in which a bottom face is blocked while
an upper part is opened and which is a commercially
available container. The size of the container main body
1 is not particularly limited but a size that can be easily
held by one hand. The shape of the container main body
1 is not limited to the illustrated substantially cylinder but
may be a square prism or polygonal cylinder, and the
shape of the container main body 1 may be any as long
as it can be used as a cup.

[0048] If this container main body 1 is made of a paper
material, the container main body 1 has the material of
a base made of paper, and the surface of the paper ma-
terial is coated with a laminate film material so as to pre-
vent exposure of the paper material of the base. Moreo-
ver, direct contact of the food with the paper material is
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prevented.

[0049] In Figs. 1 to 4, the container main body 1 in-
cludes a circular bottom plate 2 and a cylindrical portion
3, and two streaks of the slits 11 are formed at a slight
interval in the vertical direction on the both sides of an
upper partof the cylindrical portion 3 in the circumferential
direction of the cylindrical portion 3 by cutting out or
punching. Moreover, at both ends of each slit 11, a hole
12 communicating with the slit 11 and larger than the slit
11isdrilled, respectively. Thishole 12 serves as atearing
preventing portion for preventing the cylindrical portion
3 from being torn.

[0050] Fig. 5 shows a skewer 5 made of bamboo or
wood, and the skewer 5 with a length larger than the
dimension in the longitudinal direction of the container
main body 1 is used. Fig. 6 shows a state where the
skewer 5 is held in the container main body 1.

[0051] A method of holding the skewer 5 in the con-
tainer main body 1 is as follows. That is, the sharp tip
end of the skewer 5 is positioned inside the container
main body 1, and the tip end portion of the skewer 5 is
inserted into the upper slit 11 from inside the container
main body 1. Here, a portion located between the upper
and lower slits 11 is referred to as a holding piece 13.
[0052] Subsequently, since the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 is located outside the holding piece 13, the hold-
ing piece 13 can be moved inward by tilting the skewer
5 outward using the tip end portion of the skewer 5 as a
fulcrum. Then, by pressing the skewer 5 downward, the
skewer 5 can be inserted through the lower slit 11, and
by further pressing the skewer 5 downward and by re-
leasing the hand from the skewer 5 at a position where
the tip end portion of the skewer 5 reaches the bottom
plate 2 of the container main body 1 or before reaching
the bottom plate 2, the skewer 5 is held in the container
main body 1. As described above, the skewer 5 can be
easily held in the container main body 1.

[0053] Figs.6and?7 illustrate a state where the skewer
5 is held in the container main body 1, and since a re-
covering force to recover to the original state works in
the holding piece 13 between the upper and lower slits
11, the skewer 5 is biased to an outward direction on the
outer surface of the holding piece 13. Thus, the skewer
5 is held by an inner surface of the cylindrical portion 3
and the outer surface of the holding piece 13 of the con-
tainer main body 1, and the skewer 5 is located substan-
tially in contact with the inner surface of the container
main body 1 as illustrated in Fig. 7.

[0054] Moreover, slipping down of the skewer 5 by the
weight of the skewer 5 can be prevented by an outward
biasing force of the holding piece 13. Thus, the skewer
5 can be held in the container main body 1 at an arbitrary
position in the vertical direction, and even if the skewer
5 is tilted a little as illustrated in Fig. 6, the skewer 5 can
be held in that state. Furthermore, unlike Patent Litera-
tures 3 and 4, even if the container main body 1 holding
the skewer 5 is tilted or turned upside down, the skewer
5 does not fall from the container main body 1.
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[0055] As described above, in this embodiment, since
two streaks of the upper and lower slits 11 are formed,
unlike Patent Literatures 1 and 2, the skewer 5 can be
held in the container main body 1 without requiring a sep-
arate member and moreover, the skewer 5 can be held
at an arbitrary position in the vertical direction while the
skewer 5 is tilted at an arbitrary angle. Moreover, even
if the container main body 1 is tilted or turned upside
down in a state where the skewer 5 is held between the
slits 11, the skewer 5 does not fall from the container
main body 5.

[0056] Moreover, since a separate member is not re-
quired for holding the skewer 5 but two streaks of the
slits 11 are merely formed, a rise in the manufacturing
cost can be suppressed. Furthermore, in a state where
the skewer 5 is held in the container main body 1, since
the tip end portion of the skewer 5 is positioned in the
container main body 1, contact of the hand of a seller
with the tip end portion of the skewer 5 can be prevented,
and hygiene can be improved.

[0057] Fig. 8 illustrates an enlarged view of the slit 11
and the like, and as described above, at both ends of the
slit 11, a hole 12 communicating with the slit 11 and larger
than the width of the slit 11 is drilled, respectively. In the
case of the container main body 1 made of a paper ma-
terial, if the hole 12 is not formed but only the slits 11 are
provided, the paper material might be torn from the edge
portion of the slit 11 when the holding piece 13 is moved
inward by the tip end portion of the skewer 5.

However, by forming the hole 12 at the both ends of the
slit 11, even if the holding piece 13 is moved inward, the
force is absorbed in the portion of the hole 12, and the
paper material is prevented from being torn at the edge
portion of the slit 11.

[0058] The skewered food to be contained in the con-
tainer main body 1 includes dumplings, deep fries, mini
doughnuts, oden, dengaku, snacks and the like, for ex-
ample, and if such skewered food is to be contained in
the container main body 1, since the skewer 5 is held
along the inner surface of the container main body 1 as
illustrated in Fig. 7, the skewer 5 is not in the way. Thus,
efficiency of a work to put skewered food in the container
main body 1 can be improved. Moreover, the container
main bodies 1 can be stacked in a state where the skewer
5 is held in the container main body 1 and no food ma-
terials are contained in the container main body 1.
[0059] If a user eats the food in the container main
body 1 by using the skewer 5, by holding the container
main body 1 by one hand and by holding the base portion
of the skewer 5 by the other hand and withdrawing the
skewer 5 upward, the skewer 5 can be easily withdrawn
out of the container main body 1. Then, the user sticks
the tip end portion of the skewer 5 into the food in the
container main body 1 and eats it. Since the skewer 5 is
used, the user can eat the food without dirtying the fin-
gers.

[0060] Moreover,ifthe userwantto put down the skew-
er 5 during eating, that is, if the skewer 5 is held in the
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container main body 1 again, it can be easily realized
only by inserting the skewer 5 through the slit 11.

The respective skewer 5 can be also held in the both
sides of the container main body 1, and a couple of people
can individually use the respective skewers 5.

[0061] Moreover, in a state where the skewer 5 is held
in the container main body 1, since the tip end portion of
the skewer 5 to be put into the mouth is located in the
container main body 1, contact of the hand of a seller
with the tip end portion of the skewer 5 can be prevented,
and hygiene can be improved.

When the container main body 1 is to be manufactured,
by opening the slit 11 or the hole 12 in advance by Thom-
son process or the like, for example, in an assembly line,
the container main body 1 of the present invention can
be easily manufactured with the prior-art manufacturing
methods, and a rise in the manufacturing cost of the con-
tainer main body 1 can be suppressed.

[0062] It is only necessary that the dimension in the
lateral direction of the slit 11 is a dimension through which
a single piece of the skewer 5 can be inserted, and the
length is not particularly limited. For example, the dimen-
sion in the lateral direction of the slit 11 is set to 10 to 15
mm. With this dimension, one or two skewers 5 can be
held therein.

[0063] Moreover, Fig. 9 illustrates a state where the
dimension in the lateral direction of the slit 11 is made
longer than that in Fig. 8 so that two or three skewers 5
can be held. It is needless to say that a single skewer 5
can be held. Fig. 10 illustrates a state where two skewers
5 are held in the container main body 1 in the method
similar to the above.

As described above, the length of the slit 11 can be set
as appropriate depending on the number of the skewers
5 to be held.

[0064] In this embodiment, a pair of upper and lower
slits 11 are formed on the both sides of the container
main body 1, respectively, but a pair of upper and lower
slits 11 may be formed only on one side.

[0065] An enlarged sectional view of an essential part
of the container main body 1 when the container main
body 1 is made of a paper material is illustrated in Fig.
11. The container main body 1 is comprised of the base
30 made of a paper material and the laminate film 31
attached over the whole surface of the both sides of the
base 30. The laminate film 31 is attached on the both
surfaces of the base 30 made of a paper material due to
the following reason.

[0066] Thatis, since a chlorine-based strong chemical
is used when the paper used as a material of a paper
cup is produced, the paper material is coated with the
laminate film so that the paper material is not exposed
to the outside, and this laminate film prevents direct con-
tact between drink or food contained in the cup with the
paper material and dissolution of the chlorine-based
strong chemical into the drink or adhesion of the chemical
to food material so as to ensure hygiene.

[0067] Then,in orderto form the slit 11, if the container
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main body 1 is punched in a flat-plate shape so as to
form the slit 11 in a stage before the cup-shaped con-
tainer main body 1 is formed, the paper martial of the
base 30 is exposed to the inner edge 15 (inner peripheral
surface) of the slit 11 as illustrated in Fig. 12.

If the paper material of the base 30 is exposed, there is
a concern that the tip end portion of the skewer 5 touches
the base 30 or the food in the container main body 1
touches the base 30, and there is a concern that hygiene
cannot be ensured.

[0068] Then, if the container main body 1 is a paper
cup made of a paper material, the following is executed.
That is, as illustrated in Fig. 13, the same laminate film
material of the laminate film 31 as that coating the surface
of the paper of a paper cup is applied on the inner edge
15 of the slit 11 in a melted state.

A shaded portion of the inner edge 15 illustrated in Fig.
13 is an applied surface 16 on which the softened/melted
resin is applied and is the covering portion 18 covering
the portion of the paper material which is the material of
the base 30 not to be exposed to the outside by applying
the laminate film 31.

In Fig. 13, the lateral direction of the slit 11 is illustrated
as slightly being curved but may be straight.

[0069] As described above, if the container main body
1 is made of a paper material, by applying the resin of
the laminate film material on the inner edge 15 of the slit
11 through which the skewer 5 is to be inserted, exposure
of the paper material to the inner edge 15 of the slit 11
can be prevented. Thus, even if the skewer 5 is inserted
through the slit 11, the contact of the surface of the skewer
5 with the paper which is the material of the container
main body 1 can be prevented. As a result, security and
safety in terms of hygiene can be ensured.

[0070] Moreover, a spot to be coated with the resin of
the laminate film material does not have to be limited to
the inner edge 15 of the slit 11 but the resin coating may
be applied to the peripheral edge portion of the slit 11 so
as to reach the surface of the container main body 1.

In such a case, the resin can be applied reliably to the
corner portion of the inner edge 15 of the slit 11, and
exposure of the paper material can be prevented further
reliably.

[0071] Moreover, means for preventing exposure of
the paper material of the base 30 if the slit 11 is formed
is not limited to the above-described laminate film mate-
rial. For example, by using a fluorine-based water-repel-
lent and oil-repellent agent, the water-repellent and oil-
repellent agent may be applied (coating) or atomized in
a spray state and the covering portion 18 may be formed
on the inner edge 15 of the slit 11 or the periphery of the
inner edge 15 so as to prevent exposure of the base 30.
[0072] As a result, even if the skewer 5 is inserted
through the slit 11 similarly to Figs. 13 and 14, the contact
of the surface of the skewer 5 with the paper which is the
material of the container main body 1 can be prevented.
As a result, security and safety in terms of hygiene can
be ensured.
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As the above-described water-repellent and oil-repellent
agent, "Unidyne" as a product name by Daikin Industries
Co., Ltd. is suitable, for example.

[0073] Moreover, other than the resin of the laminate
film material or the water-repellent and oil-repellent
agent, the covering portion 18 formed on the inner edge
15 of the formed slit 11 or its periphery including the inner
edge 15 may be formed by applying a colorless or colored
food grade chemical provided with any one of an anti-
bacterial function, a sterilizing function and a disinfecting
function.

[0074] As aresult, exposure of the paper material can
be prevented by the covering portion 18, contact of the
skewer 5 or food material with the paper material can be
prevented, and hygiene can be ensured similarly to the
above embodiment. That is, even if the skewer 5 is in-
serted through the slit 11, the contact of the surface of
the skewer 5 with the paper which is the material of the
container main body 1 can be prevented. As a result,
security and safety in terms of hygiene can be ensured.
[0075] Subsequently, an embodiment aiming for a de-
sign effect will be described. In this embodiment, as il-
lustrated in Fig. 15, a pictorial figure 21 is drawn on the
side face of the container main body 1, and the pictorial
figure 22 of the tip end portion of the skewer is drawn on
the side face of the container main body 1 so as to pen-
etrate this pictorial figure 21. Though the pictorial figure
22 of the skewer is not colored in Fig. 15, it should be
colored in the same color as the skewer used actually.
[0076] As illustrated in Fig. 16, by holding the skewer
5 in the container main body 1 illustrated in Fig. 15 so
that the tip end portion of the skewer 5 is located in the
container main body 1 similarly to the embodiment and
by tilting the skewer 5 with the same inclination as the
inclination of the pictorial figure 22 of the skewer, it seems
that the skewer 5 penetrates the pictorial figure 21 of a
heart shape at a glance, and an interest and an impact
can be given to users. A heart is drawn as an example
of the pictorial figure 21, but any pictorial figure can be
drawn.

[0077] Figs. 17 and 18 are embodiments in which the
dimensioninthe lateral direction of the slit 11 is prolonged
so that two skewers 5 can be held.

[0078] Fig. 19 showsan examplein which the positions
of the upper and lower slits 11 are shifted in the lateral
direction, and Fig. 20 shows an example in which a plu-
rality of upper and lower streaks of the slits 11 are formed
in the circumferential direction on the upper part of the
container main body 1. The examples shown in Figs. 19
and 20 also exert the effect similar to that of the above-
described embodiment.

In Figs. 19 and 20, the pictorial figure 21 or the pictorial
figure 22 of the skewer illustrated in Figs. 15 to 18 is not
drawn, but the case in which the pictorial figure 21 and
the pictorial figure 22 of the skewer are drawn is naturally
included.
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(Second embodiment)

[0079] Subsequently, asecond embodimentwill be de-
scribed. Fig. 21 shows a front view of the container main
body 1, and Fig. 22 shows a plan view of the container
main body 1, respectively, and Fig. 23 shows a plan view
of the sheet 10 which will be described later. In the upper
part of the cylindrical portion 3 of the container main body
1, a window-shaped square opening portion 4 is formed.
The sheet 10 is attached so as to block this opening por-
tion 4.

[0080] As illustrated in Fig. 23, two streaks of the slits
11 are formed in the vertical direction at a slight interval
in the lateral direction in the sheet 10. The material of
this sheet 10 includes paper, a resin film, a thick resin
and the like.

[0081] Fig. 24 is afrontview of the container main body
1in a state where the sheet 10 is attached so as to block
the opening portion 4 of the container main body 1. Fig.
25 is a side view of the container main body 1, Fig. 26 is
a plan view of the container main body 1, Fig. 27 is a
bottom view of the container main body 1, and Fig. 28 is
arear view of the container main body 1, respectively.
[0082] The sheet 10 is attached to the outer surface of
the cylindrical portion 3 of the container main body 1 so
that the two streaks of the upper and lower slits 11 in the
sheet 10 are located on the opening portion 4 of the con-
tainer main body 1. Means for attaching the sheet 10 to
the container main body 1 can be arbitrary and an adhe-
sive, deposition, pressurization and the like can be used.
The shaded portions in Figs. 24 and 25 indicate adhesion
portions between the outer surface of the container main
body 1 and the inner face of the sheet 10.

[0083] The sheet 10 may be attached to the outer sur-
face of the container main body 1 or may be attached to
the inner surface of the container main body 1. Moreover,
the sheet 10 may be attached to both of the outer surface
and the inner surface of the container main body 1, but
from the viewpoint of a manufacturing process or cost, it
is preferable that a single sheet 10 is attached to the
outer surface or the inner surface of the container main
body 1.

[0084] As illustrated in Figs. 24 and 25, if the sheet 10
is attached to the container main body 1, the two streaks
of upper and lower slits 11 are formed in the circumfer-
ential direction of the cylindrical portion 3, and the skewer
is inserted through the upper and lower slits 11 so that
the skewer can be held in the container main body 1
withdrawably as will be described later. A portion be-
tween the upper and lower slits 11 is referred to as the
holding piece 13 similar to the above-described embod-
iment.

Moreover, similarly to the above-described embodiment,
a hole 12 communicating with the slit 11 and larger than
the slit 11 is drilled at the both ends of each slit 11, re-
spectively.

[0085] Fig. 29 shows a state where the skewer 5 is
held in the container main body 1. A method of holding
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the skewer 5 in the container main body 1 is as follows.
That is, the sharp tip end of the skewer 5 is positioned
inside the container main body 1, and the tip end portion
of the skewer 5 is inserted into the upper slit 11 on the
sheet 10 from inside the container main body 1.

[0086] Subsequently, since the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 is located outside the holding piece 13, the hold-
ing piece 13 can be moved inward by tilting the skewer
5 outward using the tip end portion of the skewer 5 as a
fulcrum. Then, by pressing the skewer 5 downward, the
skewer 5 can be inserted through the open lower slit 11,
and by further pressing the skewer 5 downward and by
releasing the hand from the skewer 5 at a position where
the tip end portion of the skewer 5 reaches the bottom
plate 2 of the container main body 1 or before reaching
the bottom plate 2, the skewer 5 is held in the container
main body 1. As described above, the skewer 5 can be
easily held in the container main body 1.

[0087] Figs. 29 and 30 illustrate a state where the
skewer 5 is held in the container main body 1, and since
the recovering force to recover to the original state works
in the holding piece 13 between the upper and lower slits
11, the skewer 5 is biased to an outward direction on the
outer surface of the holding piece 13. Thus, the skewer
5is held by the inner surface of the sheet 10 attached to
the container main body 1 and the outer surface of the
holding piece 13, and the skewer 5 is located substan-
tially in contact with the inner surface of the container
main body 1 as illustrated in Fig. 30.

[0088] Moreover, slipping down of the skewer 5 by the
weight of the skewer 5 can be prevented by the outward
biasing force (recovering force) of the holding piece 13.
Thus, the skewer 5 can be held in the container main
body 1 at an arbitrary position in the vertical direction,
and even if the skewer 5 is slightly tilted as illustrated in
Fig. 29, the state can be maintained. Furthermore, unlike
Patent Literatures 3 and 4, even if the container main
body 1 holding the skewer 5 is tilted or turned upside
down, the skewer 5 does not fall from the container main
body 1.

[0089] As described above, in this embodiment, only
by merely attaching the sheet 10 in which the two streaks
of upper and lower slits 11 are formed to the container
main body 1, the skewer 5 can be held by the slits 11
withdrawably. Here, the sheet 10 is used as a separate
member other than the container main body 1 itself, but
the sheet 10 itself is extremely inexpensive, and unlike
Patent Literatures 1 and 2 using a slightly complicated
and not inexpensive separate member, the skewer 5 can
be held by the container main body 1 with an inexpensive
member (sheet 10).

Furthermore, since the two streaks of the slits 11 are
merely formed in the sheet 10 which is an inexpensive
member for holding the skewer 5, a rise in the manufac-
turing cost can be suppressed.

[0090] Fig.31showsanenlargedplanview ofthe sheet
10, and if the sheet 10 is made of paper or a thin resin
film and if the hole 12 is not formed and only the slit 11
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is formed, there is a concern that, when the holding piece
13 is moved inward by the tip end portion of the skewer
5, the sheet 10 is torn from the edge portion of the slit 11.
However, by forming the hole 12 at the both ends of the
slit 11, even if the holding piece 13 is moved inward, the
force is absorbed in the portion of the hole 12, and the
sheet 10 is prevented from being torn from the edge por-
tion of the slit 11.

[0091] In this embodiment, one opening portion 4 is
formed in the side face of the container main body 1, and
the sheet 10 is attached to this opening portion 4, but the
opening portion 4 may be formed on the both sides of
the container main body 1 so that the sheet 10 is attached
to each of the opening portions 4.

[0092] When the container main body 1 is to be man-
ufactured, by providing the opening portion 4 in the cy-
lindrical portion 3 in advance by Thomson process or the
like in an assembly line, the container main body 1 of the
present invention can be easily manufactured with the
prior-art manufacturing methods, and a rise in the man-
ufacturing cost of the container main body 1 can be sup-
pressed.

[0093] In this embodiment, by providing the sheet 10
in which two streaks of the slits 11 are formed vertically
on the opening portion 4 of the container main body 1,
the effect similar to the above-described embodiment can
be also exerted in this embodiment.

[0094] It is only necessary that the dimension in the
lateral direction of the slit 11 is a dimension through which
a single piece of the skewer 5 can be inserted, and the
length is not particularly limited. For example, the dimen-
sion in the lateral direction of the slit 11 is setto 10 to 15
mm. With this dimension, one or two skewers 5 can be
held therein.

[0095] Fig. 32 shows an example in which the dimen-
sion in the lateral direction of the slit 11 is longer than
thatin Fig. 31 so that two or three skewers 5 can be held.
It is needless to say that a single skewer 5 can be also
held. Fig. 33 shows a state where two skewers 5 are held
by the container main body 1 with the method similar to
the above.

As described above, the length of the slit 11 can be set
as appropriate depending on the number of the skewers
5 to be held.

[0096] If the container main body 1 of this embodiment
is made of a paper material, punching of the opening
portion 4 causes the paper material to be exposed to the
inner edge (inner peripheral surface) of the opening por-
tion 4. Thus, in this embodiment, if the container main
body 1 is made of a paper material (paper cup), it is man-
ufactured as follows. That is, as illustrated in Fig. 34, the
same laminate film material as that coating the surface
of the paper of a paper cup is applied on the inner edge
15 of the opening portion 4 in a melted state. A shaded
portion of the inner edge 15 illustrated in Fig. 34 is the
applied surface 16 on which the softened/melted resin is
applied and is the covering portion 18 covering the paper
material not to be exposed to the outside.
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[0097] As described above, in this embodiment, if the
container main body 1 is made of a paper material, by
applying the resin on the inner edge 15 of the opening
portion 4 which is likely to be in contact with the skewer
5 inserted therein, exposure of the paper material to the
inner edge 15 of the opening portion 4 is prevented. Thus,
even if the skewer 5 is inserted through the slit 11, the
contact of the surface of the skewer 5 with the paper
which is the material of the container main body 1 can
be prevented. As a result, security and safety in terms of
hygiene can be ensured.

[0098] Moreover, a spot to be coated with the resin
does not have to be limited to the inner edge 15 of the
opening portion 4 but the resin may be applied to the
peripheral edge portion of the opening portion 4 so as to
reach the surface of the container main body 1 as illus-
trated in Fig. 35.

In such a case, the resin can be applied reliably to the
corner portion of the inner edge 15 of the opening portion
4, and exposure of the paper material can be prevented
further reliably. As a result, security and safety in terms
of hygiene can be ensured.

[0099] If the sheet 10 is made of a resin, it is only nec-
essary to apply the laminate film material on the inner
edge 15 of the opening portion 4 as described above,
but if the material of the sheet 10 is paper, the laminate
film material is applied on the front and back surfaces of
the sheet 10, the inner edge of the slit 11, and the hole 12.
As a result, direct contact of the skewer 5 with the paper
material which is the material of the sheet 10 can be
prevented, and security and safety in terms of hygiene
can be ensured.

[0100] Fig. 36 shows an example in which a plurality
ofthe opening portions 4 are formed in the circumferential
direction on the upper part of the container main body 1
and the sheet 10 is attached to each of the opening
portions 4. In such a case, though it depends on the size
of the opening portion 4, 5 or 6 opening portions 4 are
formed, and the sheet 10 is attached to each of the open-
ing portions 4.

[0101] Fig. 37 shows an examplein which the positions
of the upper and lower slits 11 are shifted in the lateral
direction, and Fig. 37A shows an example in which the
lower slit 11 is shifted to the left with respect to the upper
slit 11. Fig. 37B shows an example in which the lower slit
11 is shifted to the right with respect to the upper slit 11.
The examples illustrated in Figs. 36 and 37 also exert
the effect similar to the above.

(Third embodiment)

[0102] Subsequently, a third embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 38 shows a front view of the container main
body 1, and Fig. 39 shows a plan view of the container
main body 1, respectively, and Fig. 40 shows a plan view
of the sheet 10 which will be described later.

A window-shaped square opening portion 4 is formed on
the upper part of the cylindrical portion 3 of the container
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main body 1. The sheet 10 is attached so as to block this
opening portion 4 except upper and lower portions of this
opening portion 4. The material of this sheet 10 includes
paper, a resin film, a thick resin and the like.

[0103] Fig. 41 shows a front view of the container main
body 1 in a state where the above-described sheet 10 is
attached to the opening portion 4 of the container main
body 1. Fig. 42 shows a side view of the container main
body 1, Fig. 43 shows a plan view of the container main
body 1, and Fig. 44 shows a bottom view of the container
main body 1, respectively.

[0104] As illustrated in Fig. 41, the dimension in the
lateral direction of the sheet 10 is larger than the dimen-
sion in the lateral direction of the opening portion 4 of the
container main body 1, and the dimension in the vertical
direction of the sheet 10 is shorter than the dimension in
the vertical direction of the opening portion 4.

If the sheet 10 is attached so as to block the opening
portion 4, it is attached so that a gap is generated above
and below the opening portion 4, respectively, and two
streaks of the upper and lower slits 11 are formed in the
circumferential direction on the side face of the container
main body 1by these upper and lower gaps.

[0105] Moreover, the sheet 10 is attached on the outer
surface of the cylindrical portion 3 of the container main
body 1 so that the sheet 10 is located on the opening
portion 4 of the container main body 1. Means for attach-
ing the sheet 10 to the container main body 1 can be
arbitrary, and an adhesive, deposition, pressurization
and the like can be used. The shaded portions in Figs.
41 and 42 indicate adhesion portions between the outer
surface of the container main body 1 and the inner sur-
face of the sheet 10.

[0106] The sheet 10 may be attached to the outer sur-
face of the container main body 1 or may be attached to
the inner surface of the container main body 1. Moreover,
the sheet 10 may be attached to both of the outer surface
and the inner surface of the container main body 1, but
from the viewpoint of a manufacturing process or cost, it
is preferable that a single sheet 10 is attached to the
outer surface or the inner surface of the container main
body 1.

[0107] As illustrated in Figs. 41 and 42, if the sheet 10
is attached to the container main body 1, the two streaks
of upper and lower slits 11 are formed in the circumfer-
ential direction of the cylindrical portion 3, and the skewer
is inserted through the upper and lower slits 11 so that
the skewer can be held in the container main body 1
withdrawably as will be described later.

[0108] Fig. 45 shows a state where the skewer 5 is
held in the container main body 1. A method of holding
the skewer 5 in the container main body 1 is as follows.
That is, the sharp tip end of the skewer 5 is positioned
inside the container main body 1, and the tip end portion
of the skewer 5 is inserted into the upper slit 11 from
inside of the container main body 1.

[0109] Subsequently, since the tip end portion of the
skewer 5 is located outside of the sheet 10, the sheet 10
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can be moved inward by tilting the skewer 5 outward
using the tip end portion of the skewer 5 as a fulcrum.
Then, by pressing the skewer 5 downward, the skewer
5 can be inserted through the open lower slit 11, and by
further pressing the skewer 5 downward and by releasing
the hand from the skewer 5 at a position where the tip
end portion of the skewer 5 reaches the bottom plate 2
of the container main body 1 or before reaching the bot-
tom plate 2, the skewer 5 is held in the container main
body 1. As described above, the skewer 5 can be easily
held in the container main body 1.

[0110] Figs. 45 and 46 illustrate a state where the
skewer 5 is held in the container main body 1, and since
the recovering force to recover to the original state works
in the sheet 10 between the upper and lower slits 11, the
skewer 5 is biased to the outward direction on the outer
surface of the sheet 10. Thus, the skewer 5 is held by
the inner surface of the container main body 1 and the
outer surface of the sheet 10, and the skewer 5 is located
substantially in contact with the inner surface of the con-
tainer main body 1 as illustrated in Fig. 46.

[0111] Moreover, slipping down of the skewer 5 by the
weight of the skewer 5 can be prevented from by the
outward biasing force (recovering force) of the sheet 10.
Thus, the skewer 5 can be held in the container main
body 1 at an arbitrary position in the vertical direction,
and even if the skewer 5 is slightly tilted as illustrated in
Fig. 47, the state can be maintained. Furthermore, unlike
Patent Literatures 3 and 4, even if the container main
body 1 holding the skewer 5 is tilted or turned upside
down, the skewer 5 does not fall from the container main
body 1.

[0112] As described above, in this embodiment, only
by merely attaching the sheet 10 to the container main
body 1, two streaks of upper and lower slits 11 can be
formed and the skewer 5 can be held by the upper and
lower slits 11 withdrawably. Here, the sheet 10 is used
as a separate member other than the container main
body 1 itself, but the sheet 10 itself is extremely inexpen-
sive, and unlike Patent Literatures 1 and 2 using a slightly
complicated and not inexpensive separate member, the
skewer 5 can be held by the container main body 1 with
an inexpensive member (sheet 10).

[0113] Furthermore, since the two streaks of upper and
lower slits 11 can be formed only by attaching the sheet
10 whichis aninexpensive member for holding the skew-
er 5 to the opening portion 4 side with a gap above and
below the opening portion 4 on the side face of the con-
tainer main body 1, arise in the manufacturing cost can
be suppressed.

[0114] Inthe above-described embodiment, one open-
ing portion 4 is formed in the side face of the container
main body 1, and the sheet 10 is attached to this opening
portion 4, but the opening portion 4 may be formed on
the both sides of the container main body 1, respectively,
so that the sheet 10 is attached to each of the opening
portions 4.

[0115] When the container main body 1 is to be man-
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ufactured, by providing the opening the portion 4 in the
cylindrical portion 3 in advance by Thomson process or
the like in an assembly line, for example, the container
main body 1 of the present invention can be easily man-
ufactured with the prior-art manufacturing methods, and
a rise in the manufacturing cost of the container main
body 1 can be suppressed.

[0116] It is only necessary that the dimension in the
lateral direction of the slit 11 (opening portion 4) is a di-
mension through which a single piece of the skewer 5
can be inserted, and the length is not particularly limited.
For example, the dimension in the lateral direction of the
slit 11 is set to 10 to 15 mm. With this dimension, one or
a few skewers 5 can be held therein. Fig. 48 shows a
state where two skewers 5 are held.

[0117] If the container main body 1 of this embodiment
is made of a paper material, punching of the opening
portion 4 causes the paper material to be exposed to the
inner edge (inner peripheral surface) of the opening por-
tion 4. Thus, in this embodiment, if the container main
body 1 is made of a paper material (paper cup), it is man-
ufactured as follows. That is, as illustrated in Fig. 49, the
same laminate film material as that coating the surface
of the paper of a paper cup is applied on the inner edge
15 of the opening portion 4 in a melted state. A shaded
portion of the inner edge 15 illustrated in Fig. 49 is the
applied surface 16 on which the softened/melted resin is
applied and is the covering portion 18 covering the paper
material not to be exposed to the outside similarly to the
above-described embodiment.

[0118] As described above, in this embodiment, if the
container main body 1 is made of a paper material, by
applying the resin on the inner edge 15 of the opening
portion 4 which is likely to be in contact with the skewer
5 inserted therein, exposure of the paper material to the
inner edge 15 of the opening portion 4 can be prevented.
Thus, even if the skewer 5 is inserted through the slit 11,
the contact of the surface of the skewer 5 with the paper
which is the material of the container main body 1 can
be prevented. As a result, security and safety in terms of
hygiene can be ensured.

[0119] Moreover, a spot to be coated with the resin
does not have to be limited to the inner edge 15 of the
opening portion 4 but the resin may be applied to the
peripheral edge portion of the opening portion 4 so as to
reach the surface of the container main body 1 as illus-
trated in Fig. 50.

In such a case, the resin can be applied reliably to the
corner portion of the inner edge 15 of the opening portion
4, and exposure of the paper material can be prevented
further reliably. As a result, security and safety in terms
of hygiene can be ensured.

[0120] If the sheet 10 is made of a resin, it is only nec-
essary to apply the laminate film material on the inner
edge 15 of the opening portion 4 as described above,
but if the material of the sheet 10 is paper, the laminate
film material is applied on the front and back surfaces
and the end surface of the peripheral edge of the sheet
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10.

As a result, direct contact of the skewer 5 with the paper
material which is the material of the sheet 10 can be
prevented, and security and safety in terms of hygiene
can be ensured.

[0121] Fig. 51 shows an example in which a plurality
ofthe opening portions 4 are formed in the circumferential
direction on the upper part of the container main body 1,
and the sheet 10 is attached to each of the opening por-
tions 4. In such a case, though depending on the size of
the opening portion 4, 5 or 6 opening portions 4 are
formed, and the sheet 10 is attached to each of the open-
ing portions 4.

[0122] In the second and third embodiments, too, the
effect similar to the first embodiment is exerted.

[0123] Inthe second and third embodiments, as a ma-
terial covering the portion of the exposed paper material
of the opening portion 4 opened in the container main
body 1, a water-repellent and oil-repellent agent or a
colorless or colored food grade chemical provided with
any one of an antibacterial function, a sterilizing function
and a disinfecting function may be used similarly to the
first embodiment in addition to the above-described lam-
inate film material.

[0124] Moreover, in the second and third embodi-
ments, a design effect may be aimed for by drawing a
pictorial figure 21 and a pictorial figure 22 of a skewer on
the outer side face of the container main body 1 similarly
to those illustrated in Figs. 15 to 18.

[0125] In the above-described embodiments, the
skewer 5 is exemplified in explanation of a matter to be
held in the container main body 1, but this is not limiting.
The present invention can be applied also to the utensils
such as forks and spoons, for example.

However, metal forks and spoons are heavy and have
widths and weight. Thus, they cannot be held in the con-
tainer main body 1 of the present invention. Thus, in the
present invention, thin, slightly flat and light-weighted
simplified forks and simplified spoons and particularly
light-weighted and simplified forks and spoons particu-
larly made of plastic are preferable.

Reference Signs List
[0126]

1 container main body
2 bottom plate

3 cylindrical portion

5 skewer

11 slit

12 hole

13 holding piece

15 inner edge

16  applied surface

18  covering portion

21 pictorial figure

22  pictorial figure of skewer
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Claims

4,

5.

A container for food for eating food contained in a
cup-shaped container main body (1) made of paper
or resin by using a utensil such as a skewer or a thin,
slightly flat and light-weighted simplified fork, simpli-
fied spoon and the like, characterized in that:

a slit (11) through which the utensil such as a
skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted
simplified fork, simplified spoon and the like is
inserted into the container main body (1) is
formed in the side face of the container main
body (1);

the slit (11) is formed in a circumferential direc-
tion of the container main body (1) and two
streaks of the slits are formed on upper and low-
er parts; and

a tip end portion of the utensil such as a skewer
or a thin, slightly flat and light-weighted simpli-
fied fork, simplified spoon and the like is inserted
into the inside through the upper and lower slits
(11) and (11) of the container main body (1) from
the inner side on an upper part of the container
main body (1) so that the utensil can be held by
the container main body (1) withdrawably.

The container for food according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that

the slit (11) in the container main body (1) is formed
by cutting out or punching.

The container for food according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that:

an opening portion (4) is formed in the side face
of the container main body (1);

asheet (10) is attached so as to block the open-
ing portion (4): and

two streaks of the slits (11) are formed on the
upper and lower parts in the sheet (10).

The container for food according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that:

the opening portion (4) is formed in the side face
of the container main body (1);

the sheet (10) is attached so as to block the
opening portion (4) with gaps above and below
the opening portion (4) ; and

the upper and lower gaps of the sheet (10) are
to be the slits (11).

The container for food according to any one of claims
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10.

1.

12.

26

1 to 4, characterized in that

a dimension in a circumferential direction of the slit
(11) is set in accordance with the number of utensils
such as a skewer or a thin, slightly flat and light-
weighted simplified fork, simplified spoon and the
like to be inserted through the slit (11).

The container for food according to any one of claims
1 to 4, wherein

a pictorial figure (21) is drawn on an outer surface
of the container main body (1) and also a pictorial
figure (22) of a tip end portion of a skewer (5) pen-
etrating the pictorial figure (21) is drawn.

The container for food according to any one of claims
1 to 4, characterized in that

if the container main body (1) and the sheet (10)
forming the slit (11) are made of a paper material, a
hole (12) larger than a width of the slit (11) and com-
municating with the slit (11) is drilled at both ends of
the slit (11).

The container for food according to any one of claims
1 to 4, characterized in that

if the container main body (1) is made of a paper
material, a covering portion (18) preventing expo-
sure of the paper materialis formed on an inner edge
(15) of the slit (11).

The container for food according to claim 8, charac-
terized in that:

the paper material is to be a base (30), the sur-
face of the base (30) is coated with a film (31)
so that the paper material is not exposed to the
outside; and

the covering portion (18) formed on the inner
edge (15) of the slit (11) is formed by applying
a resin of a film material of the film (31).

The container for food according to claim 8, charac-
terized in that

the covering portion (18) formed on the inner edge
(15) of the slit (11) is formed by applying or spraying
a water-repellent oil-repellent agent.

The container for food according to claim 8, charac-
terized in that

the covering portion (18) formed on the inner edge
(15) of the slit (11) is formed by applying a colorless
or colored food grade chemical provided with any
one of an antibacterial function, a sterilizing function
and a disinfecting function.

The container for food according to claim 8, charac-
terized in that

the covering portion (18) is formed from the inner
edge (15) of the slit (11) to a peripheral edge portion
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on the surface of the container main body (1).
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