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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to drinking ves-
sels and in particular drinking vessels which have a cup
and a drink-through lid on the cup. Of particular interest
are disposable cups. Disposable cups are often given
out with beverage sales for example from shops, on air-
lines, in public arenas such as theatres, cinemas, stadi-
ums etc. The beverage is often tea or coffee. Typically
the cup is designed as a take-away disposable cup the
lid for preventing spillage of the liquid whilst being carried.

Background to the Invention

[0002] Many types of drinking vessel have existed.
These include vessels designed for various purposes in-
cluding those having spouts or nozzles on a lid and
through which the liquid to be drank must be sucked.
Such arrangements are typically used on baby cups in
particular to avoid spillage.

[0003] US Patent No. 5,657,898 describes a drink-
through lid for a beverage cup which has a mechanism
to suspend a tea bag by its drawstring out of contact with
liquid in the container. A similar system is described in
US Patent No. 7,806,044.

[0004] US Patent no. 6,076,450 discloses a drink-
through lid for a beverage cup that has a pocket in which
coffee grinds are placed. Above the pocket is an upper
filter formed by a mesh, and below it is a lower filter
formed by paper. Hot water is poured in through the top
of the lid and thus the upper mesh filter through the coffee
and then filters through the lower filter and into the con-
tainer. The arrangement allows coffee to be infused into
the hot water but prevents particulate matter from enter-
ing the cup as it is retained in the lid.

[0005] US Patent Publication No. 2008/0035652 pro-
vides a disposable drink-through lid with a filter screen.
The filter is attached to the underside of the lid and ex-
tends across the entire area of the underside of the lid
thus filtering all liquid before it reaches a relatively large
drinking aperture on the lid.

[0006] US 2009/0065518 A1 discloses a lid according
to the preamble of claim 1.

[0007] Typically with such lids, it is common for a user
to spill a beverage while drinking. It is thus desirable to
provide a lid which reduces the tendency of a user to spill
a beverage while drinking.

[0008] Notwithstanding the prior art, it is desirable to
provide a beverage container which enables the prepa-
ration of drinks from infusible materials within the con-
tainer as well as an alternative lid for the container.

Summary of the Invention

[0009]
1.

The invention relates to a lid according to claim
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[0010] In one aspect the invention provides a kit ac-
cording to claim 5.

[0011] This provides a beverage of freshly made qual-
ity but in a disposable cup.

[0012] The closed compartment may be closed with
an airtight peel-off member such as a tear-off cover such
as a foil.

[0013] The compartment may be a tub inserted into
the cup and optionally is dimensioned to sit in the bottom
of the cup. The tub desirably plugs into the bottom of the
cup and has a tub mouth the periphery of which runs
about and abuts the inside wall of the cup.

[0014] The drink-through lid may comprise:

a lid body;

a drink-through aperture defined in the lid body
through which a beverage can exit the lid for drinking
when the lid is on a beverage cup; whereby the drink-
through aperture comprises an area of the lid in
which there is defined at least 20 apertures, the ap-
ertures being large enough to allow a beverage to
be drank through the lid whilst obstructing passage
of a filtrate material from the beverage cup.

[0015] The advantage of the present invention is that
a filter is associated with the drink-through aperture for
filtering the beverage before it is drank. This means that
drinks prepared from insoluble matter, such as tea
leaves, coffee grinds, etc can be made within the bever-
age cup. There is then no need to worry about particular
matter ending up in the mouth of a person using the bev-
erage cup to drink. It means that freshly prepared bev-
erages are possible, particularly freshly prepared coffee.
This obviates the necessity to use items such as teabags,
or coffee powder formed by dehydrating coffee (some-
times referred to as "instant coffee") solution. The filter
is integrally formed as part of the lid. No additional com-
ponents need to be attached to the lid. Desirably the lid
is made of a plastics material. For example a thermofor-
ming process can be utilised. The apertures may be
formed as the lid is formed, or in subsequent aperture-
forming step such as a punching step.

[0016] The apertures are of sufficient size and distri-
bution so that a person drinking from the cup will not need
to apply any substantial suction pressure to the cup to
bring a beverage through the lid and into their mouth.
The lid is thus constructed so that it is one through which
a user can drink a beverage whilst the lid filters the bev-
erage.

[0017] Desirably at least 40, preferably at least 50 ap-
ertures are formed. The greater the number of apertures
the more liquid can be imbibed at any given time.

[0018] Desirably the drink-through aperture forms part
of a mouthpiece through which a user drinks the bever-
age.

[0019] Suitablythe areaofthelidin which the apertures

are provided comprises a visual indicator to a user as to
where to place their mouth. This is desirably a recessed
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area so that the apertures are then provided in the re-
cessed area. It is desirable that the drink-through aper-
ture comprises a border frame about the recessed area.
Again this highlights the drink-through aperture.

[0020] The border frame may comprise apertures
which also filter the beverage and will be large enough
to allow a beverage to be drank through the lid whilst
obstructing passage of a filtrate material from the bever-
age container.

[0021] Thefiltrate may be any insoluble material which
is a component in the formation of a beverage, for exam-
ple tea leaves. In such a case the lid is arranged to filter
out tea leaf residue from loose tea leaves within the bev-
erage cup. Fresh tea leaves can thus be used and they
can be used loose - that is they are free to circulate within
the beverage cup. There is no requirement for any other
strainer, filter or trap of any sort for the tea leaves.
[0022] Where the filtrate is coffee grinds the lid is ar-
ranged to filter out coffee residue from ground coffee
beans within the beverage cup. Again there is no require-
ment for any other means of capturing the particulate
material.

[0023] According to the invention the lid is arranged so
that, in use for drinking, the beverage exits through the
beverage aperture and flows along the lid toward the
drinking rim so that the user can see the beverage after
it has exited the beverage aperture and before it reaches
the rim when the cup is held in a drinking position.
[0024] Suchanarrangementis very desirable because
it dramatically reduces the tendency of a user to spill the
beverage. In particular, because the user can see the
beverage as it flows out of the lid, they are less likely to
spillit. In particular with conventional lids, the user cannot
typically see the liquid before it is drank. This means the
user is more likely to miss some of the liquid and/or pour
too much liquid out at one time, leading to spillage.
[0025] Desirably the beverage aperture is formed in an
area of the lid that is a lower position relative to an outer
rim of the lid. Desirably a wall portion of the drinking rim
extends downwards to a lower position relative to an out-
er rim of the lid. The lower position can be a position
proximate the beverage aperture and/or the aperture can
extend into the wall portion. If the beverage aperture com-
prises a series of apertures one or more of those aper-
tures can be formed in the wall portion.

[0026] The wall portion forms a fluid bed along which,
in use for drinking, the beverage runs toward an upper
part of the drinking rim.

[0027] Desirably the lid further comprises a filter asso-
ciated with the beverage aperture for filtering the bever-
age before it is drank. This means that the lid can be
used where there are insoluble particles in liquid, for ex-
ample tea leaves or coffee grinds.

[0028] Desirably both aspects of the invention may be
combined in an embodiment. This means that within the
kit of the invention the lid may be arranged so that, in use
for drinking, the beverage exits through the beverage ap-
erture and flows along the lid toward the drinking rim so
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that the user can see the beverage after it has exited the
beverage aperture and before it reaches the rim (when
the cup is held in a drinking position, the lid is on the cup
and there is a beverage in the cup) and the lid additionally
has drink-through aperture defined in the lid body through
which a beverage can exit the lid for drinking when the
lid is on a beverage cup; and characterised in that the
drink-through aperture comprises an area of the lid in
which there is defined at least 20 apertures, the apertures
being large enough to allow a beverage to be drank
through the lid whilst obstructing passage of a filtrate ma-
terial from the beverage.

[0029] A skilled person will appreciate the permuta-
tions of number, shape, size and distribution of apertures
that will fulfil the function of the apertures of the present
invention. Apertures do not need to be uniform in size,
shape or distribution. For example apertures may be pro-
vided that are from 50 to 300 microns in diameter, for
example 75 to 275 microns in the diameter, such as 100
to 250 microns in diameter. In terms of number will typ-
ically be at least 50, for example at least 100, such as at
least 150, typically about 200 apertures in the lid. The
distance between adjacent apertures may be at least 2
microns, for example at least 6 microns and typically 10
microns. Where the apertures used are not uniform in
size/shape and/or the distance between adjacent aper-
tures is not uniform then these values can represent av-
erage values for the apertures and/or distance. The filter
may be comprised of a material in which the intermolecu-
lar forces between the fluid and the apertures is sufficient
to allow a fluid to pass through the apertures when the
cup is held in a drinking position. For example, the ma-
terial may be a nylon plastics material.

[0030] The present invention includes the assembly
formed when a kit of the present invention is assembled.
[0031] As above the beverage cup comprises a sealed
compartment in which a material used in the preparation
of the beverage is held and which is opened for use of
the material during preparation of the beverage. This
keeps the contents of the cup fresh until use. The material
used in the preparation of a beverage may be any ma-
terial that leaves behind a solid residue that becomes the
filtrate for the cup. For example the filtrate may be tea
leaf or ground coffee.

[0032] The invention also relates to a method for dis-
pensation of a beverage comprising the steps of:

(a) providing a beverage cup;

(b) providing an infusible material used in the prep-
aration of the beverage in a closed compartment
within the cup;

(c) opening the closed compartment;

(d) infusing the material with a liquid to form the bev-
erage; and

(e) providing a drink-through lid according to claims
1-4 on the beverage cup, the lid having afilter to filter
out the infusible material from the beverage.
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[0033] Inthe method the cup and lid may take the form
of a kit of the invention.

[0034] In the method, the lid incorporates a filter to
from a filtering lid as described above.

[0035] The beverage cup and the lid will typically to-
gether form a beverage cup assembly.

[0036] The present invention thus provides a kit com-
prising a beverage cup, particularly of the type that may
be disposed of, which can be pre-prepared and allows
for the preparation of any "fresh" beverage even though
the cup and lid may be formed quite some time before
they are eventually used. The invention thus provides an
assembly comprising a lid of the invention, a beverage
cup to which lid fits, and sealed within the cup a solid
beverage material, such as tea leaves or coffee grinds.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0037] Embodiments ofthe invention will be described,
by way of example only, with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view from above of a drink-
through lid of a kit of the presentinvention comprising
a drink-through aperture;

Figure 2 is a perspective view from below of the
drink-through lid of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a side sectional view of the lid of Figure
1 along the section A-A;

Figure 4 is an enlarged perspective partial view of
the lid of Figure 1 showing apertures forming the
drink-through aperture of the lid;

Figure 5 is a side sectional view similar to that of
Figure 3 but showing an alternative lid structure;
Figure 6 is an enlarged partial sectional view of the
lid of Figure 5;

Figure 7 is an enlarged perspective partial view of
an alternative arrangement of the drink-through ap-
erture;

Figure 8 is a perspective view of an assembled kit
comprising a cup and a lid mated together;

Figure 9 is a side sectional view of the assembly of
Figure 8 showing a beverage inside the cup;
Figure 10 is a view similar to that of Figure 9 but
showing a beverage being drank from the cup by a
user;

Figure 11 is a perspective view from above of an
alternative drink-through lid of the present invention
comprising a drink-through aperture;

Figure 12 is a perspective view from below of the lid
of Figure 11;

Figure 13 is a side sectional view of an alternative
drink-through lid of the present invention; and
Figure 14 is a view of the lid of the Figures 10 to 12
in use on a cap and the beverage being drank from
the cup by a user.

[0038] Note that the drawings are schematic in nature
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and may notbe to exact scale. For example the apertures
7 shown are fewer and larger for the purposes of illus-
tration. Detailed Description of the Drawings

[0039] Figure 1 and Figure 2 show a drink-through lid
1 for a beverage cup 30 (see Figures 8 and 9). The lid
1 has a lid body 2. The beverage cup 30 and the lid 1
form a kit of the invention. The lid body 2 is a single piece
of plastic which has been formed into the lid shape by a
suitable forming process such as a thermoforming proc-
ess. A drink-through aperture 5 is defined in the lid body
2 through which a beverage 40 (see Figure 9) can exit
the lid 1 for drinking when the lid is on a beverage cup 30.
[0040] Thedrink-through aperture 5 comprises anarea
6 on the lid in which there is defined many apertures 7
for example at least 20 apertures, such as at least 30
apertures, including at least 40 and also more than 50
apertures 7. Each of the apertures 7 is large enough to
allow a beverage 40 to be drank through the lid whilst
obstructing passage of a filtrate material 50 (which is in
the beverage and thus is removed from the beverage
before the beverage is drank). The filtrate material 50 is
typically solid insoluble matter and often times is material
which has been subjected to infusion with hot water such
as ground coffee or tea leaves.

[0041] The lid comprises a peripheral rim or skirt 9
which is adapted to be a sealing push-fit onto the top of
a beverage cup 30 to form an assembly as shown in
Figures 8

and 9.

[0042] The lid 1 also has formed therein a drinking rim
10. The drinking rim 10 is raised relative to the lid body
and comprises opposing upstanding walls, namely outer
wall 11, and inner wall 13 which are joined by an upper
joining wall 12. As with all other features of the lid, the
drinking rim 10 is integrally formed with the lid 1.

[0043] Afurthercrescent-shapedraised area 16isalso
formed in the lid 1. A breather hole 20 is provided in the
lid 1 within the raised area 16. A crescent-shaped wall
17 joins the raised area 16 and a recessed area 18 which
is formed between the raised area 16 and the drinking
rim 10.

[0044] The lid 1 further comprises an additional elon-
gate chute 35 which extends through the lid 1 and allows
addition of materials to the beverage, such as milk,
sweetener such as sugar, etc. The chute 35 is spaced
apart from the apertures 7 and extends sufficiently far
away from the lid (in the direction of the cup) so that the
beverage will not exit the chute in normal drinking posi-
tions of the cup. The chute 35 may be closed off, for
example with a removable closure such as seal. As the
chute 35 may not be open it is desirable to provide the
breather hole 20. In the event it is opened it will be ap-
preciated that the chute 35 may function as a breather
aperture.

[0045] To drink a beverage through the lid 1 a user
places their lips on the lid so that their mouth is about the
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area 6 and imbibes liquid through the apertures 7 thereof.
Even if there is insoluble particulate material 50 in the
beverage it will be retained as filtrate inside the cup 30
by virtue of the filtering effect of the apertures 7.

[0046] Figure 3 shows the flow of beverage and air as
adrink is taken. Arrows 22 show how the beverage exits
the lid through apertures 7. Arrow 23 shows air being
sucked in by the action of the exiting beverage.

[0047] Figure 4 shows an enlarged view of the aper-
tures 7 defined in the lid 1. Any suitable array of apertures
may be employed and there is no requirement for the
array or apertures to have any particular geometry. The
apertures need not all be of the same size or shape.
[0048] Figure 5 is a side sectional view similar to that
of Figure 3 but showing an alternative lid structure and
in particular a different drink-through aperture structure.
In Figure 5 the lid 1 has integrally formed therein an area
6 which is recessed in the form of an inverted nozzle 25.
Defined in sidewalls 26 of nozzle 25 are the apertures 7.
Arrows 22 again show the typical outflow of beverage
through the drink-through aperture structure. Otherwise
the lid 1 is similar in construction to that shown in earlier
figures. Figure 6 is an enlarged partial sectional view of
the lid of Figure 5 in particular an enlarged sectional view
of the inverted nozzle 25.

[0049] Figure 7 is an enlarged perspective partial view
of an alternative arrangement of the drink-through aper-
ture and in particular an inverted nozzle 25 of a different
shape and size and having apertures 7 defined therein.
[0050] Figure 8 is a perspective view of an assembly
comprising a cup 30 and a lid 1 of the invention mated
together. Figure 9 is a side sectional view of the assem-
bly of Figure 8 showing a beverage 40 inside the cup 30.
In the embodiment the cup 30 further comprises a com-
partment 60 in which a material 50 such as coffee grinds
or tea leaves is held. Typically the compartment 60 is
sealed closed, for example using a removable cover such
as a tear-off foil. In use the foil is torn away to reveal the
material 50. The compartment is typically formed by a
tub which is inserted into the bottom of the cup. Hot water
is added to form the beverage 40 which is a combination
of the hot water and components extracted from the ma-
terial 50 and indeed any additional components added.
The drink is thus a freshly prepared one and will have
the quality of a freshly prepared tea or coffee. However
as the material 50 is now loose and is free to move within
the cup (as indicated by arrows 51) and in particular free
to move toward a drinking aperture in the lid 1 the only
thing that prevents the solid residue from reaching the
mouth of a drinker is the filtering action of the apertures
7. This is best seen from Figure 10 which shows a view
similar to that of Figure 9 but additionally showing the
beverage 40 being imbibed (see arrows 71) from the cup
by a user 70. Material 50 now spread through the bev-
erage is prevented from reaching the mouth of the user
70.

[0051] Figure 11 andFigure 12 arerespectively a per-
spective view from above and below of an alternative
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drink-through lid of the present invention comprising a
drink-through aperture while Figure 13 is a side sectional
view thereof. The lid 1 is of similar construction to the
earlier embodiment but with some differences which are
discussed here. It shows a lid 1 for a beverage cup com-
prising a lid body 2 and a beverage aperture 5 defined
on the lid body 1 through which a beverage 40 can exit
the lid for drinking when the lid is on a beverage cup 30
as best seen in Figure 14 which shows a view similar to
that of Figure 10 but with the lid 1 of the type shown in
Figures 11- 13. The lid 1 has a drinking rim 10 on the lid
which is raised relative to the beverage aperture 5. In the
embodiment the rim 10 forms a c-shaped lip which catch-
es the beverage after it has exited the lid 1. The lid 1 is
arranged so that, in use for drinking, the beverage 40
exits through the beverage aperture 5 and flows along
the lid toward the drinking rim so that the user can see
the beverage after it has exited the beverage aperture
and before it reaches the rim when the cup is held in a
drinking position. The level of the beverage 40 which has
exited the cup 30 is labelled 73 in Figure 14 for ease of
reference. Such an arrangement is very desirable be-
cause it dramatically reduces the tendency of a user to
spill the beverage. In particular, because the user 70 can
see the beverage 40 and in particular the beverage level
73, as itflows out of the lid 1, they are less likely to spill it.
[0052] A wall portion, and in particular an inner wall 13
of the drinking rim 10 extends downwards toward a lower
position 45 relative to the outer rim 9 of the lid. The wall
portion 13 forms an inner wall of the lip formation of the
drinking rim 10 and thus forms a fluid bed or run along
which, in use for drinking, the beverage runs toward an
upper part 12 of the drinking rim as indicated by arrows
46 (see Figure 14). In this embodiment the lower position
45 happens to be a position proximate the beverage ap-
erture 5.This means the level or "water line" 73 of the
beverage can be seen on wall portion 13 even if a user
has their lips about the drinking rim 10.

[0053] Desirably, and as shown in the embodiment,
the beverage aperture is formed in an area of the lid 1
that is at a lower position 45 relative to an outer rim 9 of
the lid. This increases the area available for forming the
fluid bed for the liquid and thus makes liquid flow visually
more prominent to a user.

[0054] The words "comprises/comprising" and the
words "having/including" when used herein with refer-
ence tothe presentinvention are used to specify the pres-
ence of stated features, integers, steps or components
but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps, components or
groups thereof.

[0055] Itis appreciated that certain features of the in-
vention, which are, for clarity, described in the context of
separate embodiments, may also be provided in combi-
nation in a single embodiment. Conversely, various fea-
tures of the invention which are, for brevity, described in
the context of a single embodiment, may also be provided
separately or in any suitable sub-combination, as
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claimed.

Claims

1.

A lid (1) for a beverage cup comprising:

a. a lid body (2);

b.abeverage aperture (5) defined on arecessed
area of the lid body through which a beverage
can exit the lid for drinking when the lid is on a
beverage cup; the beverage aperture further
comprising a filter for filtering the beverage be-
fore it is drank;

c. adrinking rim (10) on the lid (1) which is raised
relative to the beverage aperture (5),

d. and characterised in that the lid is arranged
so that, in use for drinking, the beverage exits
through the beverage aperture (5) and flows
along the lid toward the drinking rim (10) so that
the user can see the beverage after it has exited
the beverage aperture (5) and before it reaches
the rim (10) when the cup is held in a drinking
position.

Alid for a beverage cup accordingto claim 1, wherein
the aperture comprises an area of the lid in which
there is defined at least 20 apertures, the apertures
being large enough to allow a beverage to be drank
through the lid whilst obstructing passage of afiltrate
material.

Alid according to Claim 2 wherein there are provided
at least 40, preferably at least 50 apertures in the lid.

A lid according to any preceding claim wherein the
filtrate is tea leaves and the lid is arranged to filter
out tea leaf residue from loose tea leaves within the
beverage cup, or

wherein the filtrate is coffee grinds and the lid is ar-
ranged to filter out coffee residue from loose ground
coffee beans within the beverage cup.

A kit comprising:

a. a beverage cup;

b. an infusible material used in the preparation
of the beverage in a closed compartment within
the cup;

c. and a lid according to any of claims 1 to 4 for
the beverage cup.

A kit according to Claim 5 wherein the closed com-
partment is closed with an airtight tear-off member.

A kit according to Claim 5 or Claim 6 wherein the
compartment comprises a tub inserted into the cup,
and optionally
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wherein the tub is dimensioned to sit in the bottom
of the cup,

and further optionally wherein the tub has a tub
mouth the periphery of which runs about and abuts
the inside wall of the cup.

A kit according to claim 5 wherein the infusible ma-
terial used in the preparation of a beverage is tea
leaf or ground coffee.

A method for dispensation of a beverage comprising
the steps of:

a. providing a beverage cup;

b. providing an infusible material used in the
preparation of the beverage in a closed com-
partment within the cup;

c. opening the closed compartment;

d. infusing the material with a liquid to form the
beverage; and

e. providing a lid according to any of claims 1 to
4 on the beverage cup, the lid having a filter to
filter out the infusible material from the bever-
age.

10. A method according to Claim 9 wherein the cup and

lid take the form of a kit according to any of Claims
51to 8.

Patentanspriiche

Deckel (1) fur einen Getrankebecher, der Folgendes
aufweist:

a. einen Deckelkdrper (2);

b. eine Getréankedffnung (5), die an einem aus-
genommenen Bereich des Deckelkérpers defi-
niert ist, durch welche eine Getrank aus dem
Deckel zum Trinken austreten kann, wenn der
Deckel auf dem Getrankebecher ist; wobei die
Getrankeoffnung weiter einen Filter aufweist,
um das Getrank zu filtern, bevor es getrunken
wird;

c. einen Trinkrand (10) an dem Deckel (1), der
relativ zur Getrankeo6ffnung (5) erhaben ist,

d. und dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der De-
ckelsoangeordnetist, dass beider Verwendung
zum Trinken das Getrank durch die Getranke-
6ffnung (5) austritt und entlang des Deckels zur
Trinkkante (10) flieRt, so dass der Anwender das
Getrank sehen kann, nachdem es aus der Ge-
tranke6ffnung (5) ausgetreten ist und bevor es
die Kante (10) erreicht, wenn der Becherin einer
Trinkposition gehalten wird.

2. Deckel fiir einen Getrankebecher nach Anspruch 1,

wobei die Offnung einen Bereich des Deckels auf-



11 EP 2 670 682 B1 12

weist, in dem zumindest 20 (")ffnungen definiert sind,
wobei die Offnungen groR genug sind, um zu gestat-
ten, dass ein Getrank durch den Deckel getrunken
werden kann, wahrend sie das Durchlaufen eines
Filterrickstandsmaterials behindern.

Deckel nach Anspruch 2, wobei zumindest 40, vor-
zugsweise zumindest 50 Offnungen in dem Deckel
vorgesehen sind.

Deckel nach einem vorhergehenden Anspruch, wo-
bei der Filterriickstand Teeblatter ist, und wobei der
Deckel so angeordnet ist, dass er Teeblattreste von
losen Teeblattern in dem Getrankebecher ausfiltert
oder wobei der Filterriickstand gemahlener Kaffee
ist, und wobei der Deckel so angeordnet ist, dass er
Kaffeereste aus losen gemahlenen Kaffeebohnenin
dem Getrankebecher ausfiltert.

Bausatz, der Folgendes aufweist:

a. einen Getrankebecher;

b. ein Aufgussmaterial, welches bei der Zube-
reitung eines Getrankes verwendet wird in ei-
nem geschlossenen Abteil in dem Becher;

c. und einen Deckel nach einem der Anspriiche
1 bis 4 flir den Getrankebecher.

Bausatz nach Anspruch 5, wobei das geschlossene
Abteil mit einem luftdichten Abziehglied verschlos-
sen ist.

Bausatz nach Anspruch 5 oder Anspruch 6, wobei
das Abteil ein Rohr aufweist, welches in den Becher
eingeflhrt ist und

wobei optional das Rohr so dimensioniert ist, dass
es am Boden des Bechers sitzt,

und wobei noch weiterhin optional das Rohr eine
Rohrmiindung hat, wobei dessen Umfang um die
Innenwand des Bechers verlauft und daran anliegt.

Bausatz nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Aufgussmate-
rial, welches bei der Zubereitung eines Getrankes
verwendet wird, Teeblatter oder gemahlener Kaffee
ist.

Verfahren zum Abgeben eines Getranks, welches
folgende Schritte aufweist:

a. Vorsehen eines Getrankebechers;

b. Vorsehen bzw. Anordnen eines Aufgussma-
terials, welches bei der Zubereitung eines Ge-
tranks verwendet wird in einem geschlossenen
Abteil in dem Becher;

c. Offnen des geschlossenen Abteils.

d. AufgieRen des Materials mit einer Flissigkeit,
um das Getrank zu bilden; und

e. Vorsehen eines Deckels nach einem der An-
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spriiche 1 bis 4 auf dem Getrankebecher, wobei
der Deckel einen Filter hat, um das Aufgussma-
terial aus dem Getrank zu filtern.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Becher und

der Deckel die Form eines Bausatzes nach einem
der Anspriiche 5 bis 8 annehmen.

Revendications

Couvercle (1) pour un gobelet comprenant :

a. un corps de couvercle (2) ;

b. une ouverture de boisson (5) définie sur une
zone évidée du corps de couvercle a travers la-
quelle une boisson peut sortir du couvercle pour
la boire, lorsque le couvercle est surun gobelet ;
I'ouverture de boisson comprenant en outre un
filtre pour filtrer la boisson avant qu’elle ne soit
bue ;

c. un rebord pour boire (10) sur le couvercle (1)
qui est relevé par rapport a I'ouverture de bois-
son (5),

d. et caractérisé en ce que le couvercle est
agencé de sorte que, a l'usage pour boire, la
boisson sort par I'ouverture de boisson (5) et
s’écoule le long du couvercle vers le rebord pour
boire (10) de sorte que I'utilisateur peut voir la
boisson aprés qu’elle est sortie de I'ouverture
de boisson (5) et avant qu’elle n’atteigne le re-
bord (10) lorsque le gobelet est maintenu dans
une position pour boire.

Couvercle pour un gobelet selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel I'ouverture comprend une zone du cou-
vercle dans laquelle on définit au moins 20 ouvertu-
res, les ouvertures étant assez grandes pour per-
mettre a une boisson d’étre bue a travers le couver-
cle tout en empéchant le passage d’un matériau de
filtrat.

Couvercle selon la revendication 2, dans lequel on
prévoit au moins 40, de préférence au moins 50
ouvertures dans le couvercle.

Couvercle selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel le filirat est des
feuilles de thé et le couvercle est agencé pour filtrer
les résidus de feuilles de thé des feuilles de thé en
vrac a l'intérieur du gobelet, ou

dans lequel le filtrat est des grains café moulus et le
couvercle est agenceé pour filtrer les résidus de café
des grains de café moulus en vrac a l'intérieur du
gobelet.

Kit comprenant :
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a. un gobelet ;

b.une matiére pouvant étre infusée utilisée dans

la préparation de la boisson dans un comparti-
ment fermé a l'intérieur du gobelet ;

c. et un couvercle selon l'une quelconque des 5
revendications 1 a 4 pour le gobelet.

6. Kit selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le compar-
timent fermé est fermé avec un élément déchirable
étanche a l'air. 10

7. Kit selon la revendication 5 ou la revendication 6,
danslequelle compartiment comprend unbacinséré
dans le gobelet, et facultativement
dans lequel le bac est dimensionné pour s’installer 75
au fond du gobelet,
et en outre facultativement dans lequel le bac a une
bouche de bac dont la périphérie s’étend autour et
vient en butée contre la paroi intérieure du gobelet.

20

8. Kit selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la matiére
pouvant étre infusée utilisée dans la préparation de
la boisson est des feuilles de thé ou du café moulu.

9. Procédé pour distribuer une boisson, comprenant 25
les étapes consistant a :

a. prévoir un gobelet ;

b. prévoir une matiere pouvant étre infusée uti-
lisée dans la préparation de la boisson dans un 30
compartiment fermé a l'intérieur du gobelet ;

c. ouvrir le compartiment fermé ;

d. infuser la matiere avec un liquide afin de for-
mer la boisson ; et

e. prévoir un couvercle selon 'une quelconque 35
des revendications 1 a 4 sur le gobelet, le cou-
vercle ayant un filtre pour filtrer la matiére pou-
vant étre infusée de la boisson.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le go- 40
belet et le couvercle prennent la forme d’un kit selon
'une quelconque des revendications 5 a 8.

45

50

55



EP 2 670 682 B1

Figure 1

Figure 2



EP 2 670 682 B1

23

V™20

Figure 13

10



EP 2 670 682 B1

0000000000000
0000000000600
5000000600000 7

Figure 4

¢ ()Q.,t() o0 © © 0 O 0,
70000 @ O ¢ 0O ©.7

S T s J

o G o © OY%o/f

0 o 00 %Y
0% ¢ 0 b

2 LLLLLLLL

N\, %0

Figure 7

Figure 6

1"



EP 2 670 682 B1

Figure 9

12



EP 2 670 682 B1

Figure 10

13



EP 2 670 682 B1

14



EP 2 670 682 B1

Figure 14

15



EP 2 670 682 B1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European

patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

* US 5657898 A [0003] * US 20080035652 A [0005]
* US 7806044 B [0003] * US 20090065518 A1 [0006]
* US 6076450 A [0004]

16



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	cited references

