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(54) Oil supply apparatus for engine provided with two-stage relief valve

(57) Provided is an oil supply apparatus for an engine
provided with a two-stage relief valve, in which a sufficient
amount of working fluid is supplied in proportion to an
engine speed in a low speed range where sufficient lu-
brication is not performed and a flow rate of the working

fluid is reduced in a medium and high speed range where
smooth lubrication is performed to reduce a rotational
load applied to a crankshaft, capable of reducing an en-
gine load to decrease fuel consumption to improve fuel
efficiency as well as improving a lubrication operation
through supply of an appropriate flow rate.
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Description

Background

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an oil supply
apparatus for an engine provided with a two-stage relief
valve, and more particularly, to an oil supply apparatus
for an engine provided with a two-stage relief valve ca-
pable of reducing a rotational load of an engine and im-
proving fuel efficiency by relieving a supply oil pressure
at two stages of a medium speed range and a high speed
range of the engine using the oil supply apparatus to
prevent excessive supply of an oil pressure to the engine
requiring lubrication.

2. Discussion of Related Art

[0002] In general, an engine requires a lubrication ap-
paratus that can lubricate operating components such
as a piston and a crankshaft. In particular, the lubrication
apparatus requires an oil supply apparatus such as an
oil pump that can supply a working fluid such as oil to
places where a lubrication operation is needed.
[0003] In particular, a rotor-type oil supply apparatus
is connected to a crankshaft to be used to adjust an eject-
ed amount of a working fluid in proportion to an engine
speed. Accordingly, a flow rate of an ejected working fluid
of a conventional oil supply apparatus is increased in
proportion to the engine speed.
[0004] However, since such an oil supply apparatus
ejects the working fluid in proportion to the engine speed
regardless of a lubrication state of a portion at which lu-
brication is needed, fuel efficiency of the engine may be
decreased. That is, since a sufficient amount of working
fluid is not supplied when the engine is started, it is nec-
essary to supply the  sufficient amount of working fluid
in proportion to the engine speed. However, since the
sufficient amount of working fluid can be supplied when
the engine speed is at a medium speed and a high speed,
if the working fluid is supplied in proportion to the engine
speed, the working fluid may be excessively supplied. In
addition, since unnecessary power consumption occurs
in the oil supply apparatus due to supply of the excessive
amount of working fluid at the medium speed and the
high speed, the fuel efficiency of the engine may be de-
creased.

Summary of the invention

[0005] In order to solve these problems, the present
invention provides an oil supply apparatus for an engine
provided with a two-stage relief valve, in which a sufficient
amount of working fluid is supplied in proportion to an
engine speed in a low speed range where sufficient lu-
brication is not performed and a flow rate of the working
fluid is reduced in a medium and high speed range where

smooth lubrication is performed to reduce a rotational
load applied to a crankshaft, capable of reducing an en-
gine load to decrease fuel consumption to improve fuel
efficiency as well as improving a lubrication operation
through supply of an appropriate flow rate.
[0006] In order to accomplish the object, the present
invention is directed to an oil supply apparatus for an
engine provided with a two-stage relief valve including:
an oil pump housing having an inlet side and an outlet
side configured to enable entry and exit of a working fluid;
a rotor mounted in the oil pump housing and driven in
proportion to an engine speed; a relief valve operated by
a pressure of the working fluid between the inlet side and
the outlet side; and first and second flow paths formed
between the inlet side and the relief valve, wherein the
relief valve is elastically supported and opened in a se-
quence from a low speed, a medium speed, a medium/
high speed, and a high speed in proportion to the engine
speed, and a working fluid amount of the outlet side is
returned to the inlet side through the first or second flow
path in proportion to the engine speed at the medium
speed and the high speed.
[0007] In particular, the relief valve may block the first
and second flow paths regardless of the working fluid
pressure of the outlet side when the rotor is rotated at
the low speed, may be opened by a hydraulic pressure
of the outlet side to return a portion of the working fluid
of the outlet side to the inlet side through the second flow
path when the rotor is rotated at the medium speed, may
be further opened by the hydraulic pressure of the outlet
side to block the first and second flow paths when the
rotor is rotated at the medium/high speed, and may be
opened by the hydraulic pressure of the outlet side to
return a portion of the working fluid of the outlet side to
the inlet side through the first flow path when the rotor is
rotated at the high speed.
[0008] In addition, the relief valve may include: a valve
housing having both ends connected to branch pipes
branched from the inlet side and the outlet side, respec-
tively; a valve body having a fluid path hole to communi-
cate the outlet side with the second flow path at the me-
dium speed, and installed in the valve housing to com-
municate the outlet side with the first flow path at the high
speed; and an elastic spring mounted in the valve hous-
ing to provide a recovering force to the valve body oper-
ated by the working fluid pressure introduced from the
outlet side.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will become more ap-
parent to those of ordinary skill in the art by describing
in detail example embodiments thereof with reference to
the attached drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a partial cross-sectional view showing a
configuration of an oil supply apparatus in accord-
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ance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGS. 2A to 2D are schematic views for explaining
operation states of the oil supply apparatus in ac-
cordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a relation between a pres-
sure of a working fluid of the oil supply apparatus in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention and an engine speed.

Detailed Description of Example Embodiments

[0010] Hereinafter, example embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. Terms used herein
and the following claims should not be construed as lim-
ited to conventional or dictionary definition but as mean-
ings and concepts meeting with the technical spirit of the
present invention based on the principle that the inventor
could appropriately define concepts of the terms to de-
scribed the best mode of the invention.
[0011] Accordingly, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that the detailed description given herein
with respect to these figures is for explanatory purposes
as the invention extends beyond these limited embodi-
ments, and various equivalents, modifications and vari-
ations may be made in these embodiments without de-
parting from the principles and spirit of the general inven-
tive concept.

[Embodiment]

[0012] FIG. 1 is a partial cross-sectional view showing
a configuration of an oil supply apparatus in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
and FIG. 2A is a schematic view for explaining operation
states of the oil supply apparatus in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In FIG.
2A, arrows shown in dotted lines represent conveyance
directions of the working fluid.
[0013] An oil supply apparatus 1000 in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention
includes an oil pump housing 100 and a rotor 200 con-
figured to supply a working fluid in proportion to an engine
speed, a relief valve 300 configured to return a portion
of the working fluid of an output side to an input side, a
first flow path 400 configured to form a flow path such
that a portion of the working fluid output from the oil pump
housing 100 is returned when the engine speed is at a
medium speed, and a second flow path 500 configured
to form a flow path such that a portion of the working fluid
output from the oil pump housing 100 is returned when
the engine speed is at a high speed.
[0014] Hereinafter, these components will be de-
scribed in detail as follows.

[0015] The oil pump housing 100 has inner teeth 130
formed therein, and an inlet side 110 and an outlet side
120 formed at both sides thereof and configured to re-
ceive the working fluid and discharge the working fluid
at a predetermined pressure.
[0016] In particular, a branch pipe 111 is provided at
the inlet side 110 to receive the working fluid returned
from the relief valve 300, and another branch pipe 121
is provided at the outlet side 120 to divide the working
fluid to the relief valve 300. The branch pipes 111 and
121 are connected to both ends of the relief valve 300,
respectively.
[0017] The rotor 200 is a rotary body, which is conven-
tionally connected to a crankshaft of an engine and driven
in proportion to a speed of the engine. In particularly, the
rotor 200 has outer teeth 210 formed at an outer circum-
ference thereof. The outer teeth 210 compress a space
between the inner teeth 130 and the outer teeth 210 to
pressurize the working fluid filled therein as the rotor 200
is rotated. Driving of the rotor 200 is conventionally per-
formed by a well known configuration of a rotor-type oil
pump, and thus, detailed description thereof will be omit-
ted.
[0018] The relief valve 300 includes a valve housing
310 having both ends connected to the branch pipes 111
and 121, respectively, a valve body 320 installed in the
valve housing 310 and operating in a longitudinal direc-
tion thereof, and an elastic spring 330 configured to pro-
vide a constant elastic force to the valve body 320.
[0019] The valve housing 310 has a hollow cylindrical
shape, and is provided with both ends connected to the
branch pipes 111 and 121 to receive a working fluid pres-
sure from the inlet side 110 and the outlet side 120.
[0020] The valve body 320 has a compartment 321a
formed at one side thereof and configured to receive the
working fluid through the branch pipe 121, and a seat
surface 322 formed at the other side and on which the
elastic spring 330 is mounted.
[0021] In particular, the compartment 321a has a fluid
path hole 321 through which the working fluid of the outlet
side 120 is returned to the inlet side 110. Here, the fluid
path hole 321 is formed at a position that can be in com-
munication with the second flow path 500 (described lat-
er) when the engine speed is at a medium speed.
[0022] In addition, the compartment 321a is manufac-
tured to have a length such that the first and second flow
paths 400 and 500 are blocked when the engine speed
is at a medium/high speed or less and the branch pipe
121 is in communication with the first flow path 400 when
the engine speed is at a high speed.
[0023] The elastic spring 330 functions to provide an
elastic force to a rear portion of the valve body 320 to
allow the valve body 320 to block the outlet side 120 in
the valve housing 310. The elastic spring 330 is installed
to be supported in the valve housing 310 at one end and
seated on the seat surface 322 at the other end.
[0024] The first flow path 400 and the second flow path
500 are flow paths formed to communicate between the
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inlet side 110 and the valve housing 310. Here, the first
flow path 400 and the second flow path 500 are formed
to sandwich the fluid path hole 321 therebetween. In ad-
dition, as shown in FIG. 2A, a position of the fluid path
hole 321 is shown when the valve body 320 is closed by
the elastic force of the elastic spring 330 and the working
fluid pressure of the inlet side 110.
[0025] The first flow path 400 configured as described
above is kept closed by the valve body 320, and is con-
nected to be in communication with the inlet side 110
only when the valve body 320 is opened by a pressure
of the outlet side 120 while the engine is rotated at a high
speed.
[0026] In addition, the second flow path 500 is kept
closed by the valve body 320, and is connected to be in
communication with the fluid path hole 321 to communi-
cate the outlet side 120 with the inlet side 110 as the
valve body 320 is opened by the pressure of the outlet
side 120 while the engine is rotated at a medium speed.

[Operation of Embodiment]

[0027] FIGS. 2A to 2D are schematic views for explain-
ing operation states of the oil supply apparatus in accord-
ance with an exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention; and FIG. 3 is a graph showing a relation between
a pressure of a working fluid of the oil supply apparatus
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention and an engine speed. In addition, in
FIGS. 2A to 2D, arrows shown in dotted lines represent
a conveyance direction of the working fluid, and arrows
shown in solid lines represent a returned direction of the
working fluid, and in FIG. 3, a dotted line represents a
pressure variation line increased in proportion to the en-
gine speed.
[0028] As will be described below, the oil supply appa-
ratus 1000 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention is divided into a low speed range
A, a medium speed range B, a medium/high speed  range
C and a high speed range D, which have different pres-
sures of the working fluid.
[0029] First, in the low speed range A, for example,
when the engine speed is less than 1000 RPM, as shown
in FIG. 2A, since the magnitude of a force obtained by
summing the pressure of the inlet side 110 and the elastic
force of the elastic spring 330 is larger than that by the
pressure of the outlet side 120, both the first flow path
400 and the second flow path 500 are kept closed by the
valve body 320. As a result, the pressure of the working
fluid output from the outlet side 120 is increased in pro-
portion to the RPM of the rotor 200, i.e., the engine speed.
[0030] In addition, in the medium speed range B, for
example, when the engine speed is between 1000 and
3000 RPM, as shown in FIG. 2B, the pressure of the
outlet side 120 is higher than that of the inlet side 110
due to an increase in engine speed. As a result, as the
valve body 320 moves leftward in a longitudinal direction
of the valve housing 310 to be opened, the fluid path hole

321 is in communication with the second flow path 500.
[0031] Accordingly, the pressure of the outlet side 120
is partially returned to the inlet side 110 through the sec-
ond flow path 500 to be decreased below the dotted line,
which represents a graph in proportion to the engine
speed, as shown in FIG. 3.
[0032] In addition, in the medium/high speed range C,
for example, when the engine speed is between 3000
and 3500 RPM, as shown in FIG. 2C, as the pressure of
the outlet side 120 is higher than that of the medium
speed range B, the valve body 320 is further pushed left-
ward. Accordingly, the fluid path hole 321 in communi-
cation with the second flow path 500 is blocked to prevent
the pressure of the outlet side 120 from returning to the
inlet side 110.
[0033] Therefore, the pressure of the outlet side 120
is increased, and at this time, since the pressure in the
medium/high speed range C is reduced under the pres-
sure already decreased from the medium speed range
B as shown in FIG. 3, the pressure is increased from the
low pressure to a pressure in proportion to the engine
speed.
[0034] Finally, in the high speed range D, for example,
when the engine speed is 3500 RPM or more, as shown
in FIG. 2D, as the pressure of the outlet side 120 is higher
than that of the medium/high speed range C, the valve
body 320 is further pushed leftward. Accordingly, the first
flow path 400 blocked by the valve body 320 is opened,
a hydraulic pressure of the outlet side 120 is partially
returned to the inlet side 110 to decrease an output hy-
draulic pressure as shown in FIG. 3.
[0035] As described above, as the present invention
relieves the supply oil pressure at two stages of the me-
dium speed range and the high speed range of the ve-
hicle, the flow rate of the working fluid can be supplied
according to an amount required by the lubrication oper-
ation, and thus, the load applied to the engine can be
reduced to decrease the fuel consumption and improve
the engine output.
[0036] As can be seen from the foregoing, the oil supply
apparatus for an engine provided with a two-stage relief
valve in accordance with the present invention has the
following effects.

1) Since the large amount of working fluid is supplied
when the substantial lubrication is not performed, for
example, at the beginning of the engine start, and
the supply amount of the working fluid is reduced to
supply an appropriate amount of working fluid re-
quired for the lubrication when the excessive working
fluid is supplied, for example, at the engine speed in
the medium speed range and the high speed range,
a lubrication effect can be increased.

2) As the working fluid amount is reduced in the me-
dium speed range and the high speed range, the
rotational load applied to the crankshaft  is reduced,
and thus, the fuel consumption of the engine is also
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reduced, improving the fuel efficiency.

3) Since the load applied to the engine by the oil
supply apparatus in the medium/high speed is re-
duced, the engine output in this range is improved.

4) The structure can be simplified to obtain the effect
of the present invention at a minimum cost.

[0037] While the invention has been shown and de-
scribed with reference to certain example embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. An oil supply apparatus for an engine provided with
a two-stage relief valve, comprising:

an oil pump housing (100) having an inlet side
(110) and an outlet side (120) configured to en-
able entry and exit of a working fluid;
a rotor (200) mounted in the oil pump housing
(100) and driven in proportion to an engine
speed;
a relief valve (300) operated by a pressure of
the working fluid between the inlet side (110)
and the outlet side (120); and
first and second flow paths (400, 500) formed
between the inlet side (110) and the relief valve
(300),
wherein the relief valve (300) is elastically sup-
ported and opened in a sequence from a low
speed, a medium speed, a medium/high speed,
and
a high speed in proportion to the engine speed,
and a working fluid amount of the outlet side
(120) is returned to the inlet side (110) through
the first or second flow path (400 or 500) in pro-
portion to the engine speed at the medium speed
and the high speed.

2. The oil supply apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the relief valve (300) blocks the first and
second flow paths (400, 500) regardless of the work-
ing fluid pressure of the outlet side (120) when the
rotor (200) is rotated at the low speed,
is opened by a hydraulic pressure of the outlet side
(120) to return a portion of the working fluid of the
outlet side (120) to the inlet side (110) through the
second flow path (500) when the rotor (200) is rotated
at the medium speed,
is further opened by the hydraulic pressure of the
outlet side (120) to block the first and second flow
paths (400, 500) when the rotor (200) is rotated at

the medium/high speed, and
is opened by the hydraulic pressure of the outlet side
(120) to return a portion of the working fluid of the
outlet side (120) to the inlet side (110) through the
first flow path (400) when the rotor (200) is rotated
at the high speed.

3. The oil supply apparatus according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the relief valve (300) comprises:

a valve housing (310) having both ends connect-
ed to branch pipes (111, 121) branched from the
inlet side (110) and the outlet side (120), respec-
tively;
a valve body (320) having a fluid path hole (321)
to communicate the outlet side (120) with the
second flow path (500) at the medium speed,
and installed in the valve housing (310) to com-
municate the outlet side (120) with the first flow
path (400) at the high speed; and
an elastic spring (330) mounted in the valve
housing (310) to provide a recovering force to
the valve body (320) operated by the working
fluid pressure introduced from the outlet side
(120).
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