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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure generally refers to fuel
tanks for construction machines, and more particularly
to fuel tanks comprising a first fuel compartment and a
second fuel compartment.

[0002] Furthermore, the present disclosure refers to a
fuel tank for a construction machine, particularly to a fuel
tank being capable of facilitating entering an operator
station of the construction machine.

Background

[0003] Construction machines, such as self-propelled
excavators, having a hydrostatic drive are generally used
for heavy labour. It is common to provide a construction
machine having an undercarriage and a superstructure
rotatably mounted onto the undercarriage with a fuel tank
disposed at the undercarriage.

[0004] Fuel tanks usually serve as apparatuses for
storing fuel which may be combusted within cylinders of
internal combustion engines. Particularly, the internal
combustion engines may be used at construction ma-
chines for driving the hydraulic system. Itis common that
construction machines may be hydraulically driven. The
mechanical power may be provided by the internal com-
bustion engine running on, for example, liquid fuel such
as diesel fuel.

[0005] Forexample, US 6 607 005 B2 discloses a fuel
tank comprising a saddle tank configuration. A first of the
chambers contains a fuel delivery unit and a second of
the chambers has arefueling vent valve which is the only
refueling vent valve of the tank. The two chambers also
communicate with each other by way of a compensating
line on the basis of the principle of communicating ves-
sels.

[0006] Furthermore, a construction machine having an
undercarriage comprising a hollow frame, a superstruc-
ture mounted on the undercarriage and a fuel tank formed
as one with the hollow frame is known from US 6 905
139 B2. The internal surface of the fuel tank is covered
with a resin film in a liquid tight condition. The fuel tank
may also comprise a plurality of tank sections being in
fluid communication with each other via a plurality of
holes.

[0007] US 2003/0116192 A1 discloses a fuel system
for a work vehicle such as a tractor, which includes a pair
of fuel tanks located on either side of the vehicle that are
connected by a cross feed fuel line.

[0008] WO 2008/105721 A1 relates to a fuel tank ar-
rangement comprising at least one fuel tank and a fuel
line assembly.

[0009] DE 42 19 803 A1 discloses a construction ma-
chine having an undercarriage, a superstructure rotata-
bly mounted on the undercarriage, and a fuel tank dis-
posed at the under carriage, wherein the frame of the
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undercarriage may serve as a fuel tank.

[0010] Generic US 2010/0258364 A1 discloses an ex-
cavator having an undercarriage, a superstructure and
two fuel containers arranged at the undercarriage. Both
fuel containers comprise each a filler neck for filling the
fuel containers with fuel.

[0011] The present disclosure is directed, at least in
part, to improving or overcoming one or more aspects of
prior systems.

Summary of the Disclosure

[0012] Anaspectofthe presentinventionis a construc-
tion machine according to claim 1.

[0013] Another aspect of the invention is a method ac-
cording to claim 13.

[0014] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a fuel tank may be configured to be mounted in
a construction machine comprising an operator station.
The fuel tank may further comprise at least one step in-
tegrally formed with the at least one fuel compartment.
The at least one step may be configured to facilitate en-
trance to the operator station.

[0015] In some embodiments, the second convex vol-
ume of the second fuel compartment may be smaller than
the first convex volume of the first fuel compartment.
[0016] Insomeembodiments,the exemplary disclosed
construction machine may further comprise a vent line
fluidly connected to most upper points of the first fuel
compartment and the second fuel compartment, and a
vent valve disposed at the vent line. The vent valve may
be configured to vent the first fuel compartment and the
second fuel compartment.

[0017] In some embodiments, the construction ma-
chine may further comprise a second fuel tank disposed
at the superstructure and being fluidly interconnected be-
tween the first fuel tank and the internal combustion en-
gine.

[0018] In some embodiments, the second fuel tank
may comprise a first fuel partition defining a first convex
volume including a most upper point. The first fuel parti-
tion may be configured to provide fuel having a first fuel
temperature to the internal combustion engine. The sec-
ond fuel tank may further comprise a second fuel partition
defining a second convex volume including a most upper
point. The second fuel partition may be disposed above
the first fuel partition and may be configured to receive
excessive fuel from the internal combustion engine. The
excessive fuel may have a second fuel temperature being
higher than the first fuel temperature. The second fuel
tank may further comprise a fluid passage configured to
fluidly connect the most upper point of the first fuel par-
tition to the most upper point of the second fuel partition.
[0019] Insomeembodiments,the exemplary disclosed
method may further comprise supplying fuel from the first
compartment of the first fuel tank to a second fuel tank
disposed at the superstructure, and supplying excessive
fuel from the second fuel tank to the second fuel com-
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partment of the first fuel tank.

[0020] Other features and aspects of this disclosure
will be apparent from the following description and the
accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0021]

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of a construction
machine comprising a fuel tank according to an ex-
emplary disclosed embodiment.

Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of the construc-
tion machine of Fig. 1 showing a fuel system accord-
ing to an exemplary disclosed embodiment.

Fig. 3 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view of an-
other embodiment of the first fuel tank of Fig. 2 ac-
cording to an exemplary disclosed embodiment.

Detailed Description

[0022] The following is a detailed description of exem-
plary embodiments of the present disclosure. The exem-
plary embodiments described therein and illustrated in
the drawings are intended to teach the principles of the
present disclosure, enabling those of ordinary skill in the
art to implement and use the present disclosure in many
different environments and for many different applica-
tions. Therefore, the exemplary embodiments are not in-
tended to be, and should not be considered as, a limiting
description of the scope of protection. Rather, the scope
of patent protection shall be defined by the appended
claims.

[0023] The presentdisclosure may be based in part on
the realization that a construction machine may comprise
a fuel tank disposed at an undercarriage of the construc-
tion machine. The fuel tank may comprise a first fuel com-
partment and a second fuel compartment being disposed
beside the first fuel compartment and at higher altitudes
than the first fuel compartment. The second fuel com-
partment may be fluidly connected to the first fuel com-
partment, such that fuel within the second fuel compart-
ment may drain into the first fuel compartment due to
gravitational forces. This may compensate different fuel
levels within the first and second fuel compartments and
may ensure that the total fuel volume of the fuel tank may
be accessible from the first fuel compartment.

[0024] As used herein, a "convex volume" may be any
three-dimensionally shaped volume being capable of
guiding the liquid fuel contained within the convex volume
to its most lower point. It should be understood that the
convex volume may enable the liquid fuel to freely flow
to a single most lower point without being trapped. For
example, a volume having a stepped side wall configu-
ration, even a partially concave portion, or a combination
thereof may be also referred to as a "convex volume" as
such a design may also enable liquid fuel to freely flow
to the single most lower point of the convex volume with-
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out being trapped in other lower points of part volumes.
[0025] Furthermore, the term "inclined" should include
any configuration which comprises a strictly monotoni-
cally increasing shape. This may not limit, for example,
an inclined wall to a wall having a planar surface. Rather,
an "inclined wall" may also include a wall having a strictly
monotonically increasing cross-sectional profile which
may supportin guiding liquid fuel to the most lower points
of the first and second fuel compartments. Additionally,
an "inclined" element may include an inclination of an
appropriate angle to a horizontal axis which may ensure
liquid fuel or gaseous fluids to flow down or rise to a most
lower or most upper point of a convex volume, respec-
tively.

[0026] The present disclosure may be further based in
part on the realization that a fuel tank disposed at an
undercarriage of a construction machine may comprise
at least one step integrally formed with at least one fuel
compartment of the fuel tank. The at least one step may
be configured to facilitate entrance for an operator to en-
ter the operator station, from where the operator controls
the construction machine.

[0027] Reference will now be made in detail to the
drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference nu-
meral will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the
same or like parts.

[0028] Referring to Fig. 1, a construction machine 10
as, for example, a wheel excavator is shown. The con-
struction machine 10 may include a power source, such
as the internal combustion engine 12. The construction
machine 10 may further include a superstructure 14
which may be operably attached to an undercarriage 16.
[0029] The construction machine 10 may also include
a traction system 18, for instance a plurality of wheels,
which may be operably attached to the undercarriage 16.
In addition, the construction machine 10 may include a
work implement 20 and an operator station 22 from which
the work implement 20 may be controlled.

[0030] The construction machine 10 shown in Fig. 1
as a wheel excavator may be any type of work machine
with operator-controlled steering and travelling. For ex-
ample, the construction machine 10 may include wheel
loaders, motor graders, backhoe loaders, skid steers,
track-type tractors, tracked excavators, material han-
dlers, cranes, and any other type of work machine with
operator-controlled steering and travelling.

[0031] The superstructure 14 may be fixedly mounted
onto the undercarriage 16. Alternatively, the superstruc-
ture 14 may be rotatably mounted onto the undercarriage
16 via aswivel 15. As another alternative, the superstruc-
ture 14 may be mounted to the undercarriage 16 in a
suitable fashion or any other configuration.

[0032] In addition, the construction machine 10 may
include a cab-raiserfunction, by which the superstructure
14 may be raised and lowered relative to the undercar-
riage 16. Alternatively or additionally, the cab-raiser func-
tion may cause the operator station 22 to be raised and
lowered relative to the superstructure 14. The cab-raiser
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function may be hydraulically actuated.

[0033] The traction system 18 may include atleastone
traction device, such as, for example, a first set of wheels
24 and a second set of wheels 26, as shown in Fig. 1. At
least one set of wheels may be steerable. The construc-
tion machine 10 may be configured with two-wheel or
four-wheel steering. Further, a steering configuration
may be selectable between two-wheel and four-wheel
steering, or the operator may switch which set of wheel
is steerable.

[0034] While the traction system 18 has been shown
to include wheels, the present disclosure may also apply
to work machines or vehicles with one or more endless
tracks and/or belts, or any other type of traction device.
In addition, the present disclosure may apply to steering
systems that vary a steering angle of one or more traction
devices, as well as skid steer, and differential steering
systems. Further, these systems may each apply to work
machines with a variety of types of tracks and devices.
For example, while track work machines are commonly
configured with skid-steer or differential steering sys-
tems, they may automatically or additionally be config-
ured with steering systems that vary a steering angle of
one or more tracks. Similarly, wheeled work machines
or vehicles may steer with a variable steering angle sys-
tem, skid-steer, and/or differential steering systems.
[0035] Theworkimplement20 may be any type of work
implement and may include any type of work tool, such
as, for instance, a bucket, blade, grapple, jackhammer,
shears, etc.

[0036] Asshownin Fig. 1, the work implement 20 may
include aboom 28, a stick 30, and a work tool 32 attached
to the end of the stick 30. The boom 28 may be pivotably
attached to the superstructure 14. A boom actuator 34
may be attached to the superstructure 14 and the boom
28, such that a distal end 36 of the boom 28 may be
raised and lowered by actuation of the boom actuator 34.
[0037] The distal end 36 of the boom 28 may also be
moved side-to-side. In the exemplary embodiment
shown, the boom 28 may be moved side-to-side by ro-
tation of the superstructure 14 relative to the undercar-
riage 16 about an axis 38 in a direction indicated by an
arrow 40. For purposes of this disclosure, the side-to-
side movement of the work implement 20 via rotational
movement of the superstructure 14 relative to the under-
carriage 16 shall be referred to as "swing". The construc-
tion machine 10 may also include an offset boom function
by which the boom 28 may be pivoted side-to-side rela-
tive to the superstructure 14.

[0038] The stick 30 may be pivotally attached to the
boom 28 at a proximal end 42. A stick actuator 44 may
be attached to the boom 28 and the stick 30 such that
actuation of the stick actuator 44 may cause the stick 30
to extend and retract with respect to the boom 28 in a
manner of a jackknife. That is, a distal end 46 of the stick
30 may be extended further away from the undercarriage
12, andretractcloser to the undercarriage 16 by actuating
the stick actuator 44.
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[0039] The work tool 32 may be attached to the distal
end 46 of the stick 30. While the work tool 32 has been
illustrated in Fig. 1 as a bucket 48, the work tool 32 may
be any type of work tool. The work tool 32 may be pivot-
ably attached to the distal end 46 of the stick 30. A work
tool pivot actuator 50 may be attached to the stick 30 and
the work tool 32 such that actuation of the work tool pivot
actuator 50 may cause the work tool 32 to pivot relative
to the stick 30.

[0040] The operator station 22 may be a cab as illus-
trated in Fig. 1, and may be attached to or integral with
the superstructure 14. The operator station 22 may in-
clude an operator seat 52, a first steering device, such
as, for example, a steering wheel 54, a display 55, and
at least one-hand operated work implement control de-
vice 56, for instance, a joystick. The steering wheel 54
may be operatively coupled to a first set of wheels 24
and/or a second set of wheels 26 so as to control their
directional movement. The steering wheel may tilt and/or
telescope relative to the operator seat 52 in order to fa-
cilitate ingress and egress, or to provide a more opened
cab while operating other control devices. For example,
steering wheel 54 may be tilted and/or telescoped out of
the way while a secondary steering control system is ac-
tive. The construction machine 10 may include two work
implement control devices, one on each side of the op-
erator seat 52.

[0041] Theworkimplementcontrol device 56 may con-
trol multiple functions of the construction machine 10, as,
for example, operation of the work implement 20 (includ-
ing movements of the boom 28, the stick 30 and the work
tool 32), swing, propulsion of the construction machine
10, steering, the cab-raiser function, the offset boom
function, etc.

[0042] The boom actuator 34, the stick actuator 44,
and the work tool pivot actuator 50 may be any kind of
actuators, such as, for instance, hydraulic cylinders as
shown in Fig. 1. Each hydraulic cylinder may be associ-
ated with its own hydraulic circuit in order to be independ-
ently controlled. Some work tools, such as the bucket 48,
may have a single actuator, and thus may be controlled
by a single hydraulic circuit. Other type of work tools,
such as grapple may include more than one actuator,
and thus may be controlled by more than one hydraulic
circuit. For example, grapple may be controlled by two
or more hydraulic circuits. One circuit may control the
work tool pivot actuator 50, which may pivot the grapple
inthe same manner as itdoes the bucket48. Additionally,
a second circuit may control an auxiliary function, such
as rotation of the grapple.

[0043] One or more of the boom actuator 34, the stick
actuator 44, the work tool pivot actuator 50 and all the
others, like hydraulic cylinders, may be driven by one or
more hydraulic circuits.

[0044] The construction machine 10 may further com-
prise a first fuel tank 60 disposed at the undercarriage
16. The first fuel tank 60 may serve as the main fuel tank
being configured to store the majority of fuel to be com-
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busted by the internal combustion engine 12.

[0045] In some embodiments, the construction ma-
chine 10 may further comprise a second fuel tank 100
being disposed at the superstructure 14. The second fuel
tank 100 may be fluidly interconnected between the first
fuel tank 60 and the internal combustion engine 12. The
second fuel tank 100 may serve as a kind of fuel accu-
mulator configured to buffer fuel (which may be described
in detail below).

[0046] Referringto Fig. 2, a schematic view of the con-
struction machine 10 having the first fuel tank 60 dis-
posed at the undercarriage 16 is shown. The superstruc-
ture 14 may be rotatably mounted to the undercarriage
16 via the swivel 15. The dash-dot line of Fig. 2 may
indicate a partition between the superstructure 14 and
the undercarriage 16.

[0047] The first fuel tank 60 may comprise a first fuel
compartment 62 defining a first convex volume including
a most lower point, and a second fuel compartment 64
defining a second convex volume also including a most
lower point. The second fuel compartment 64 may be
disposed beside the first fuel compartment 62. Further-
more, the most lower point of the second fuel compart-
ment 64 may be disposed superior to the most lower
point of the first fuel compartment 62, i.e. the most lower
pointofthe second fuel compartment 64 may be disposed
at higher altitudes than the most lower point of the first
fuel compartment 62.

[0048] The first fuel compartment 62 may be fluidly
connected to the second fuel compartment 64 via a fuel
passage 66. The fuel passage 66 may be configured to
fluidly connect the most lower point of the second convex
volume of the second fuel compartment 64 to the first
fuel compartment, such that fuel within the second fuel
compartment 64 may be able to drain into the first fuel
compartment 62 due to, for example, the gravitational
force. The fuel passage 66 may, therefore, be configured
to level the fuel amounts of the first and second fuel com-
partments 62 and 64.

[0049] In some embodiments, the first fuel compart-
ment 62, the second fuel compartment 64, and the fuel
passage 66 may form together a one-piece fuel tank 60.
[0050] The first and second fuel compartments 62 and
64 are shown in Fig. 2 in a manner, where the upper
surface of the first compartment 62 may be at a same
level as the upper surface of the second fuel compart-
ment 64. Thus, for enabling fuel to drain out of the second
fuel compartment 64, the height of the second fuel com-
partment 64 may be smaller than the height of the first
fuel compartment 62.

[0051] Insome embodiments, the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64 may comprise the same height.
Hence, the upper surfaces of the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64 may not be at the same level,
i.e. the upper surface of the second fuel compartment 64
may be higher than the upper surface of the first fuel
compartment 62.

[0052] Asshownin Fig. 2, the fuel passage 66 may be
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provided in an inclined manner. This may ensure the fuel
within the second fuel compartment 62 to freely drain
from the second fuel compartment 64 into the first fuel
compartment 62. In some embodiments, the fuel pas-
sage 66 may be configured to fluidly connect the most
lower point of the second convex volume of the second
fuel compartment 64 to the most lower point of the first
convex volume of the first fuel compartment 62.

[0053] In some embodiments, the second convex vol-
ume of the second fuel compartment 64 may be substan-
tially smaller than the first convex volume. For example,
the second convex volume of the second fuel compart-
ment 64 may be equal to about 90 % or less of the first
convex volume of the first fuelcompartment 62, and equal
to about 60 % or more of the first convex volume of the
first fuel compartment 62. For instance, the first fuel com-
partment 62 may comprise a first convex volume of about
250 I, whereas the second fuel compartment 64 may
comprise a second convex volume of about 150 I.
[0054] The fuel passage 66 may include a cuboid
shape. For instance, the fuel passage 66 may also in-
clude any other suitable cross-section, such as a circular
cross-section, a rectangular cross-section, an oval cross
section, etc. However, the fuel passage 66 may be further
provided in any suitable inclined shape which may ensure
liquid fuel to completely flow form the second fuel com-
partment 64, through the fuel passage 66 and into the
first fuel compartment 62.

[0055] The flowing speed of the fuel draining from the
second fuel compartment into the first fuel compartment
may be controlled by adjusting the diameter of the fuel
passage 66 and/or by adjusting the angle of inclination
of the fuel passage 66.

[0056] The second fuel compartment 64 may be pro-
vided with a filler neck 226 for refueling the second fuel
compartment 64 and, more specifically, the first fuel tank
60 with fuel. The first fuel compartment 62 may further
be fluidly connected to the second fuel compartment 64
via a vent line 228. The vent line 228 may be connected
to most upper points of the first and second convex vol-
umes of the first and second fuel compartments 62 and
64, respectively. The vent line 228 may be further con-
nected to a vent valve 230 configured to release gaseous
fluids out of the first fuel tank 60. The vent line 228 may
be easily installed with quick connectors, crimp connec-
tors, threaded ports, or any other suitable connection
known in the art.

[0057] As indicated in Fig. 2, the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64 may be arranged at the under-
carriage 16 of the construction machine 10. The first fuel
compartment 62 may be arranged between the first and
second set of wheels 24 and 26 on a first side of the
swivel 15. For example, the first fuel compartment 62
may be disposed at a free space between a right front
wheel and a right rear wheel of the construction machine
10. The second fuel compartment 64 may be also dis-
posed between the first and second set of wheels 24 and
26 on a second side of the swivel 15 opposite to the first
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side. The first and second fuel compartments 62 and 64
may be fluidly connected to each other via the fuel pas-
sage 66 passing, for example, under the swivel 15.
[0058] Insomeembodiments, thefuel passage 66 may
also pass around the swivel, i.e. the fuel passage 66 may
encompass the swivel, thereby fluidly interconnecting the
first and second fuel compartment 62 and 64. The fuel
passage 66 may be further protected with, for example,
afender from the rough terrain, for example stones, earth,
or debris, over which the construction machine 10 may
travel.

[0059] As already mentioned above, the construction
machine 10 is not limited to a wheel excavator as shown
in Fig. 1. The arrangement of the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64 may be also applicable to track-
type excavators, where the first and second fuel com-
partments 62 and 64 may be disposed between the upper
and lower tracks on each side of the swivel.

[0060] As further shown in Fig. 2, the construction ma-
chine 10 may further comprise a second fuel tank 100
disposed at the superstructure 14. The second fuel tank
100 may be fluid interconnected between the first fuel
tank 60 and the internal combustion engine 12. The sec-
ond fuel tank 100 may be configured to serve as a fuel
accumulator, which means that the second fuel tank 100
may buffer fuel.

[0061] The second fuel tank 100 may further compen-
sate fuel feeding unsteadiness during operation of the
internal combustion engine 12 and may provide fuel for
the engine start. Furthermore, in case of a malfunction
of the fuel supply from the first fuel tank 60 to the second
fuel tank 100, the second fuel tank 100 may provide fuel
to the internal combustion engine 12, such that the con-
struction machine 10 may be able leave the worksite to
have maintenance.

[0062] The second fuel tank 100 may comprise a first
fuel partition 110 and a second fuel partition 120 disposed
above the first fuel partition 110. The first fuel partition
110 may define a third convex volume including a most
upper point. The second fuel partition 120 may define a
fourth convex volume including a most upper point. The
second fuel tank 100 may further comprise a fluid pas-
sage 116 fluidly connecting the most upper point of first
fuel partition 110 to the most upper point of the second
fuel partition 120.

[0063] The firstfuel partition 110 may include a bottom
wall 112, at least two side walls 114A and 114B, and an
inclined upper wall 118 opposite to the bottom wall 112.
As Fig. 2 shows a cross-sectional view of the second fuel
tank, two further side walls (not shown) may be positioned
in front and behind the drawing area, respectively.
[0064] The inclination of the inclined upper wall 118 of
the first fuel partition 110 may rise towards the fluid pas-
sage 116 such that the fluid passage 116 may be fluidly
connected to the most upper point of the first fuel partition
110. For example, according to Fig. 2, the inclined upper
wall 118 may smoothly rise from the right side wall 114B
to the left side wall 114A. In some embodiments, the in-
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clined upper wall 118 may include any configuration suit-
able for enabling the entire gaseous fluids to freely rise
to the most upper point of the first fuel partition 110 with-
out being trapped. There, the entire gaseous fluids may
be collected and the entire gaseous fluids may enter the
fluid passage 116.

[0065] The fluid passage 116 may include a cuboid
shape. For instance, the fluid passage 116 may include
any other suitable cross-section, such as acircular cross-
section, a rectangular cross-section, and an oval cross
section, etc. However, the fluid passage 16 may be pro-
vided in any suitable inclined shape which may ensure
gaseous fluids to completely rise through the entire fluid
passage 116 into the second fuel partition 120.

[0066] The second fuel partition 120 may comprise a
substantially rectangular cross-section which may be de-
fined by a bottom wall 122, two side walls 124A and 124B,
and an upper side wall 126. As already mentioned above,
Fig. 2 shows a cross-sectional view of the second fuel
tank 100. Hence, the second fuel partition 120 may com-
prise two further side walls rendering the second fuel
partition 120 in a closed volume. The two further side
walls may be positioned in front and behind the drawing
area, respectively, and are not shown in Fig. 2. The fluid
passage 116 may be fluidly connected to the most upper
point of the second fuel partition 120, for instance, the
left side wall 124A, as illustrated in Fig. 2.

[0067] The inclined upper wall 118 of the first fuel par-
tition 110 may be configured to guide gaseous fluids con-
tained within the first fuel partition 110 to the most upper
point of the first fuel partition 110. There, the gaseous
fluids may enter the fluid passage 116 which may be also
inclined for enabling the gaseous fluids to further rise into
the second fuel partition 120. In some embodiments, the
inclination of the fluid passage 116 and the inclined upper
wall 118 may be in an angular range of 0° and 50°, pref-
erably in an angular range of 5° to 35°, with respect to a
horizontal axis.

[0068] The first fuel partition 110 may comprise a fuel
outlet 134 being fluidly connected to a common rail 13
of the internal combustion engine 12 via a first fuel supply
line 180. A fuel pump 160 may be configured to pump
fuel from the first fuel partition 110 to the common rail 13
via the first supply line 180. The fuel supplied to the com-
mon rail 13 by the fuel pump 160 may comprise a first
fuel temperature of, for example, at maximum 80°C,
which may be suitable for being combusted within the
internal combustion engine 12 in an optimized manner.
[0069] The second fuel partition 120 may comprise a
fuel inlet 136 being fluidly connected to the common rail
13 via a second fuel supply line 182. The second fuel
partition 120 may be configured to receive fuel exces-
sively supplied to the common rail 13. The reflowing fuel
may comprise a second fuel temperature, for example
100°C. Due to, for example, the combustion process of
the internal combustion engine 12, the second fuel tem-
perature may be higher than the first fuel temperature.
[0070] As used herein, the fuel within the first fuel par-
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tition 110 may be referred to as "cool fuel", wherein the
fuel received by the second fuel partition 120 may be
referred to as "warm fuel".

[0071] The firstfuel partition 110 may further comprise
a fuel inlet 132, and the second fuel partition 120 may
further comprise a fuel outlet 138 being disposed at the
most upper point of the second fuel partition 120. The
fuel inlet 132 of the first fuel partition 110 of the second
fuel tank 100 may be fluidly connected to a fuel outlet
222 of the first fuel compartment 62 of the first fuel tank
60 via a first fuel line 140, which may pass through the
swivel 15. The first fuel line may be configured to reach
the most lower point of the first fuel compartment 62,
such that the total amount of fuel within the fuel tank 60
may be accessible. The fuel outlet 138 of the second fuel
partition 120 of the second fuel tank 100 may be fluidly
connected to a fuel inlet 224 of the second fuel compart-
ment 64 of the first fuel tank 60 via a second fuel line
142, which may also pass through the swivel 15. A further
fuel pump 162 may be configured to pump fuel from the
second fuel partition 120 of the second fuel tank 100 into
the second fuel compartment 64 of the first fuel tank 60
through the swivel via the second fuel line 142.

[0072] A main fuel pump 270 may be configured to
pump fuel from the first fuel compartment 62 of the first
fuel tank 60 to the first fuel partition 110 of the second
fuel tank 100 via the first fuel line 140. The main fuel
pump 270 may be disposed at the undercarriage 16 of
the construction machine 10. In some embodiments, the
main fuel pump 270 may be also arranged at the super-
structure 14 of the construction machine 10.

[0073] For ensuring that the fuel within the second fuel
tank 100 may not reflow into the main reservoir during,
for example, a standstill of the construction machine 10,
the main fuel pump 270 may include a check valve.
[0074] The warm fuel pumped from the second fuel
partition 120 of the second fuel tank 100 into the second
fuel compartment 64 of the first fuel tank 60 may pass a
first fuel cooler 150 which may be configured to cool the
warm fuel. Hence, after passing the fuel cooler 150, the
temperature of the warm fuel may be approximately the
same as the temperature of the cool fuel stored in the
first fuel tank 60. After being pumped into the second fuel
compartment 64, the fuel may mix with the fuel stored in
the first fuel tank 60.

[0075] The first fuel partition 110 of the second fuel
tank 100 may define the third convex volume, wherein
the second fuel partition 120 of the second fuel tank 100
may define the fourth convex volume which may be sub-
stantially smaller than the first convex volume of the first
fuel partition 110.

[0076] In some embodiments, the fourth convex vol-
ume of the second fuel partition 120 may be equal to
about 40 % or less of the third convex volume of the first
fuel partition 110, and equal to about 5 % or more of the
third convex volume of the first fuel partition 110. Prefer-
ably, the fourth convex volume of the second fuel partition
120 may be equal to about 30 % or less of the third convex
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volume of the first fuel partition 110, and equal to about
10 % or more of the third convex volume of the first fuel
partition 110. For example, the first fuel partition 110 may
comprise a third convex volume of about 20 |, whereas
the second fuel partition 120 may comprise a fourth con-
vex volume of about 3 I.

[0077] By providing the second fuel tank 100 compris-
ing two separated but interconnected fuel partitions 110
and 120, mixing of cool fuel with warm fuel within the
second fueltank 100 may be prevented. This may ensure
that the fuel supplied from the first fuel partition 110 of
the second fuel tank 100 to the common rail 13 may have
adesired temperature suitable for being combusted with-
in the internal combustion engine 12. Hence, heating of
the fuel within the second fuel tank 100 may be prevent-
ed.

[0078] The warm fuel being pumped from the second
fuel partition 120 of the second fuel tank into the second
fuel compartment 64 of the first fuel tank 60 may further
pick up the gaseous fluids risen from the first and second
fuel partitions 110 and 120 to the most upper point of the
second fuel partition 120. This may vent the second fuel
tank 100. Then, the gaseous fluids may be vented at the
first fuel tank 60, namely via the vent line 228 and the
vent valve 230 at the first fuel tank 60. This may render
an additional vent device at the second fuel tank 100
superfluous.

[0079] Insomeembodiments, asecond fuel cooler 152
may be provided between the common rail 13 and the
fuel inlet 136 of the second fuel partition 120 for pre-
cooling the warm fuel.

[0080] One should note that the scale of Fig. 2 may
not represent real measures of the sizes of, for example,
the first and second fuel tanks 60 and 100. Rather, it
should be understood that the first fuel tank 60 may com-
prise a total volume being much higher than the total
volume of the second fuel tank 100. For example, the
total volume of the second fuel tank 100 including the
first and second fuel partitions 110 and 120 may be equal
to about 20 % or less of the total volume of the first fuel
tank 60. For example, the second fuel tank 100 may com-
prise a total volume of about 15 to 25 |, whereas the total
volume of the first fuel tank 60 may be about 3801t0 400 1.
[0081] As already described above, the warm fuel re-
ceived by the second fuel partition 120 of the second fuel
tank 100 may be continuously further supplied to the sec-
ond fuel compartment 64 of the first fuel tank 60. As the
gaseous fluids may further rise to the most upper point
of the second fuel partition 120, the excessive warm fuel
from the common rail 13 may pick up the gaseous fluids
such that the gaseous fluids may also be pumped into
the first fuel tank 60, where the gaseous fluids may be
vented via the vent line 228 and vent valve 230. Hence,
the process of pumping warm fuel together with gaseous
fluids from the second fuel partition 120 of the fuel tank
200 into the second fuel compartment 64 of the first fuel
tank 60 may "vent" the fuel tank 200.

[0082] In some embodiments, the construction ma-
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chine 10 may be only provided with the first fuel tank 60.
In such embodiments, the main fuel pump 270 may be
configured to pump fuel from the first fuel compartment
62 of the first fuel tank 60 directly into the fuel rail 13.
Thus, no fuel accumulator as the second fuel tank 100
may be provided.

[0083] Referring to Fig. 3, a further embodiment of a
fuel tank 360 is shown. The fuel tank 360 may also be a
sectioned fuel tank, as already indicated in Fig. 2. Thus,
the fuel tank 360 may comprise a first fuel compartment
362 defining a first convex volume including a most lower
point, and a second fuel compartment 364 defining a sec-
ond convex volume also including a most lower point.
The second fuel compartment 364 may be disposed be-
side the first fuel compartment 362. Furthermore, the
most lower point of the second fuel compartment 364
may be disposed superior to the most lower point of the
first fuel compartment 362, i.e. the most lower point of
the second fuel compartment 364 may be disposed at
higher altitudes than the most lower point of the first fuel
compartment 362.

[0084] The first fuel compartment 362 may be fluidly
connected to the second fuel compartment 364 via a fuel
passage 366. The fuel passage 366 may be configured
to fluidly connect the most lower point of the second con-
vex volume of the second fuel compartment 364 to the
first fuel compartment, such that fuel within the second
fuel compartment 364 may be able to drain into the first
fuel compartment 362 due to, for example, the gravita-
tional force. The fuel passage 366 may, therefore, con-
figured to level the fuel amounts of the first and second
fuel compartments 362 and 364.

[0085] In some embodiments, the first fuel compart-
ment 362, the second fuel compartment 364, and the fuel
passage 366 may form together a one-piece fuel tank
360.

[0086] The first and second fuel compartments 362
and 364 are shown in Fig. 3 in a manner, where the upper
surface of the first compartment 362 may be at a same
level as the upper surface of the second fuel compart-
ment 364. Thus, for enabling fuel to drain out of the sec-
ond fuel compartment 364, the height of the second fuel
compartment 364 may be smaller than the height of the
first fuel compartment 362.

[0087] Insome embodiments, the first and second fuel
compartments 362 and 364 may comprise the same
height. Hence, the upper surfaces of the first and second
fuel compartments 362 and 364 may not be at the same
level, i.e. the upper surface of the second fuel compart-
ment 364 may be higher than the upper surface of the
first fuel compartment 362.

[0088] As shown in Fig. 3, the fuel passage 366 may
be provided in an inclined manner. This may ensure the
fuel within the second fuel compartment 362 to freely
drain from the second fuel compartment 364 into the first
fuel compartment 362. In some embodiments, the fuel
passage 366 may be configured to fluidly connect the
most lower point of the second convex volume of the
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second fuel compartment 364 to the most lower point of
the first convex volume of the first fuel compartment 362.
[0089] In some embodiments, the second convex vol-
ume of the second fuel compartment 364 may be sub-
stantially smaller than the first convex volume. For ex-
ample, the second convex volume of the second fuel
compartment 364 may be equal to about 90 % or less of
the first convex volume of the first fuel compartment 362,
and equal to about 60 % or more of the first convex vol-
ume of the first fuel compartment 362. For instance, the
first fuel compartment 362 may comprise a first convex
volume of about 250 |, whereas the second fuel compart-
ment 364 may comprise a second convex volume of
about 150 I.

[0090] The fuel passage 366 may include a cuboid
shape. For instance, the fuel passage 366 may also in-
clude any other suitable cross-section, such as a circular
cross-section, a rectangular cross-section, an oval cross
section, etc. However, the fuel passage 366 may be fur-
ther provided in any suitable inclined shape which may
ensure liquid fuel to completely flow through the fuel pas-
sage 366 into the first fuel compartment 362.

[0091] The flowing speed of the fuel draining from the
second fuel compartment into the first fuel compartment
may be controlled by adjusting the diameter of the fuel
passage 366 and/or by adjusting the angle of inclination
of the fuel passage 366.

[0092] The second fuel compartment 364 may be pro-
vided with a filler neck 326 for refueling the second fuel
compartment 364 and, more specifically, the first fuel
tank 360 with fuel. The first fuel compartment 362 may
further be fluidly connected to the second fuel compart-
ment 364 via a vent line 328. The vent line 328 may be
connected to most upper points of the first and second
convex volumes of the first and second fuel compart-
ments 362 and 364, respectively. The vent line 328 may
be further connected to a vent valve 330 configured to
release gaseous fluids out of the first fuel tank 360. The
vent line 328 may be easily installed with quick connec-
tors, crimp connectors, threaded ports, or any other suit-
able connection known in the art.

[0093] As indicated in Fig. 3, the first and second fuel
compartments 362 and 364 may be arranged at the un-
dercarriage 16 of the construction machine 10. The first
fuel compartment 362 may be arranged between the first
and second set of wheels 24 and 26 on a first side of the
swivel 15. For example, the first fuel compartment 362
may be disposed at a free space between a right front
wheel and a right rear wheel of the construction machine
10. The second fuel compartment 364 may be also dis-
posed between the first and second set of wheels 24 and
26 on a second side of the swivel 15 opposite to the first
side. The first and second fuel compartments 362 and
364 may be fluidly connected to each other via the fuel
passage 366 passing, for example, under the swivel 15.
[0094] Insomeembodiments, the fuel passage 66 may
also pass around the swivel, i.e. the fuel passage 66 may
encompass the swivel, thereby fluidly interconnecting the
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first and second fuel compartment 62 and 64. The fuel
passage 66 may be further protected with, for example,
afender from the rough terrain, for example stones, earth,
or debris, over which the construction machine 10 may
travel.

[0095] In some embodiments, the fuel tank 360 may
also be provided only with one of the first or fuel com-
partments 362 or 364. In such embodiment, the fuel tank
360 may be arranged at one side of the swivel between
the first and second set of wheels 24 and 26.

[0096] As already mentioned above, the construction
machine 10 is not limited to a wheel excavator as shown
in Fig. 1. The arrangement of the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64 may be also applicable to track-
type excavators, where the first and second fuel com-
partments 62 and 64 may be disposed between the upper
and lower tracks on each side of the swivel.

[0097] As further indicated in Fig. 3, the fuel tank 360
may include stairs configured to help the operator to get
into the operator station 22. The stairs may include at
least one step integrally formed with the first fuel com-
partment 362. As shown in Fig. 3, the at least one step
370 may be fillable with fuel.

[0098] As mentioned above, the fuel tank 360 may be
arranged at the undercarriage 16 of the construction ma-
chine 10 and between the first and second set of wheels
24 and 26. Thus, the at least one step 370 of the fuel
tank 360 may be disposed on a side on which the en-
trance of the operator station 22 is located. An operator
arriving at the construction machine and intending to en-
ter the operator station may be able to step onto the at
least one step 370 for entering the operator station and,
therefore, the operator’s seat 52.

[0099] For protecting the at least one step 370 from
any damage caused by, for example, an operator step-
ping onto the same, the at least one step 370 may be
covered with a metallic protection, such as a metallic
sheet. Furthermore, the metallic sheet and/or the at least
one step may comprise an anti-sliding surface for ensur-
ing that the operator may stand safety on the at least one
step 370. The anti-sliding surface may comprise, for ex-
ample, riffles integrally formed with the at least one step
370 or the metallic protection.

[0100] It should be understood that the at least one
step 370 may further fulfill the requirement of rendering
the first fuel compartment 360 still comprising a convex
volume, as the at least one step 370 may comprise a
profile having a strictly monotonically increasing shape.
The fuel tank 360 of Fig. 3 may comprise three steps. In
some embodiments, the fuel tank 360 may comprise two
steps or more than three steps.

[0101] The firstand second fuel tanks 60 and 100 may
be comprised of a moldable material, such as plastics.
For example, the first and second fuel tanks 60 and 100
may be comprised of polyethylene.
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Industrial Applicability

[0102] Inthe following, operation of a construction ma-
chine, such as a wheel excavator, may be described with
reference to Figs. 1 to 3.

[0103] During operation of the construction machine
10, the fuel pump 160 may supply cool fuel from the first
fuel partition 110 of the second fuel tank 100 to the fuel
rail 13, which may in turn supply fuel to the internal com-
bustion engine 12, where the fuel may be combusted.
[0104] For refueling the first fuel partition 110 of the
second fuel tank 100, the main fuel pump 270 may si-
multaneously and continuously supply fuel from the first
fuel compartment 62 of the first fuel tank 60 to the first
fuel partition 110 of the second fuel tank 100 via the first
fuel line 240.

[0105] Excessively supplied fuel to the fuel rail 13 may
flow into the second fuel partition 120 of the second fuel
tank 100. Due to the combustion environment within the
internal combustion engine 10, the fuel within the com-
mon rail 13 may be heated. Thus, the fuel received by
the second fuel partition 120 may have a temperature
being higher than the cool fuel temperature.

[0106] Withthe specific disclosed design of the second
fuel tank 100, mixing of the cool fuel and the warm fuel
within the second fuel tank 100 may be prevented. In
some embodiments, a second fuel cooler 152 may be
provided between the common rail 13 and the fuel inlet
136 of the second fuel partition 120. The second fuel
cooler 152 may be configured to pre-cool the warm fuel
before entering the second fuel partition 120.

[0107] The fuel supplied by the main fuel pump 270 to
the first fuel partition 110 may contain gaseous fluids.
Due to the inclined upper wall 118 of the first fuel partition
110, the gaseous fluids may rise to the most upper point
of the first fuel partition 110, to which the inclined fluid
passage 116 may be fluidly connected. After rising to the
most upper point of the firstfuel partition 110, the gaseous
fluids may further rise through the fluid passage 116 into
the second fuel partition 120, and then to the most upper
point of the second fuel partition 120.

[0108] The warm fuel flowing from the common rail 13
into the second fuel partition 120 may be configured to
be further pumped back into the first fuel tank 60, partic-
ularly into the second fuel compartment 64. The reflowing
warm fuel may mix with and pick up the gaseous fluids
risen to the most upper point of the second fuel partition
and may both together flow back into the second fuel
compartment 64 of the first fuel 60. There, the gaseous
fluids may be vented via the vent line 228 and the vent
valve 230. While flowing through the second fuel line 242,
the fuel may be cooled by the first fuel cooler 150.
[0109] Different fuel levels of the first and second fuel
compartments 62 and 64may be compensated by the
fuel passage 66. The fuel passage 66 may fluidly connect
the most lower point of the second fuel compartment 64
to the first fuel compartment 62. Therefore, only one filler
neck 226 may be necessary for fuelling the first fuel tank
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60, specifically the first and second fuel compartments
62 and 64.

[0110] Referring especially to Fig. 2, the second fuel
tank 100 disposed at the superstructure of the construc-
tion machine 10 may serve as fuel accumulator. The sec-
ond fuel tank 100 may provide fuel for starting the internal
combustion engine 12. Furthermore, in the case of a mal-
function of, for example, the main fuel pump 270, the
construction machine 10 may still be able to, for instance,
leave the work site and having maintenance of the main
fuel pump 270. Additionally, as the first fuel tank 60 com-
prising the majority fuel volume may be arranged at the
undercarriage 16, fuelling of the first fuel tank 60 may be
facilitated, as an operator may stand on the ground and
may fuel the first fuel tank 60 via the filler neck 226.
[0111] When the construction machine may operate,
the main fuel pump 270 may pump a fuel amount to the
second fuel tank 100, which may be substantially higher
than the fuel amount provided from the second fuel tank
100 to the internal combustion engine 10. Thus, the sec-
ond fuel tank 100 may be continuously filled with fuel and
may not get empty.

[0112] Additionally, with reference to Fig. 3, the fuel
tank 360 may serve as stairs configured to help an op-
erator to get into the operator station 22. For entering the
operator station 22, the operator may step onto the fuel
tank 360 having at least one step 370 integrally formed
with the fuel tank 360, particularly, for example, with the
first fuel compartment 362.

[0113] Although the preferred embodiments of this in-
vention have been described herein, improvements and
modifications may be incorporated without departing
from the scope of the following claims.

Claims
1. A construction machine (10) comprising:

an undercarriage (16);

a superstructure (14) comprising an internal
combustion engine (12);

a swivel (15) configured to rotatably mount the
superstructure (14) onto the undercarriage (16);
and

a first fuel tank (60; 360) disposed at the under-
carriage (16), the first fuel tank (60; 360) com-
prising:

a first fuel compartment (62; 362) defining
afirstconvex volume including a most lower
point,

a second fuel compartment (64; 364) defin-
ing a second convex volume including a
most lower point, and characterized in that
the first fuel compartment (62; 362) is con-
figured to provide fuel to the internal com-
bustion engine (12) and that the second fuel
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compartment (64; 364) is configured to re-
ceive excessive fuel from the internal com-
bustion engine (12) and is disposed beside
the first fuel compartment (62; 362), such
that the most lower point of the second con-
vex volume is at higher altitudes than the
most lower point of the first convex volume;
and in that the machine (10) further com-
prises an inclined fuel passage (66; 366)
configured to fluidly connect the most lower
point of the second convex volume to the
first convex volume, such that fuel within the
second fuel compartment (64; 364) is ena-
bled to drain the second fuel compartment
(64; 364) into the first fuel compartment (62;
362).

The construction machine (10) according to claim 1,
wherein the fuel passage (66; 366) is configured to
fluidly connect the most lower point of the second
convex volume of the second fuel compartment (64;
364) to the most lower point of the first convex vol-
ume of the first fuel compartment (62; 362).

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of claims 1 or 2, wherein the first fuel compartment
(62; 362) comprises a first height, and the second
fuel compartment (64; 364) comprises a second
height being smaller than the first height.

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein the second convex
volume of the second fuel compartment (64; 364) is
smaller than the first convex volume of the first fuel
compartment (62; 362).

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising:

a vent line (228) fluidly connected to most upper
points of the first fuel compartment (110) and
the second fuel compartment (120); and

a vent valve (230) being disposed at the vent
line (228) and being configured to vent the first
fuel compartment (62; 362) and the second fuel
compartment (64; 364).

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein the first fuel com-
partment (62; 362) and/or the second fuel compart-
ment (64; 364) comprise/s atleastone step integrally
formed with the first fuel compartment (62; 362)
and/or the second fuel compartment (64; 364), the
at least one step being configured to facilitate en-
trance into the operator station (22) of the construc-
tion machine (10).

The construction machine (10) according to claim 6,
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wherein the at least one step (370) is covered with
an anti-sliding surface.

The construction machine (10) according to claim 7,
wherein the anti-sliding surface comprises riffles in-
tegrally formed with the at least one step.

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising a second
fuel tank (100) disposed at the superstructure (14)
and being fluidly interconnected between the first fu-
el tank (60; 360) and the internal combustion engine
(12).

The construction machine (10) according to claim 9,
wherein the second fuel tank (100) comprises:

a first fuel partition (110) defining a third convex
volume including a most upper point, and being
configured to provide fuel having a first fuel tem-
perature to the internal combustion engine (12);
a second fuel partition (120) defining a fourth
convex volume including a most upper point, the
second fuel partition (120) being disposed
above the firstfuel partition (110) and being con-
figured to receive excessive fuel from the inter-
nal combustion engine (12), the excessive fuel
having a second fuel temperature being higher
than the first fuel temperature; and

a fluid passage (116) configured to fluidly con-
nect the most upper point of the first fuel partition
(110) to the most upper point of the second fuel
partition (120).

The construction machine (10) according to claim 10,
wherein the first fuel compartment (62) of the first
fuel tank (60) is fluidly connected to the first fuel par-
tition (110) of the second fuel tank (100), and the
second fuel compartment (64) of the first fuel tank
(60) is fluidly connected to the second fuel partition
(120) of the second fuel tank (60).

The construction machine (10) according to any one
of claims 9to 11, further comprising a main fuel pump
(270) disposed at the undercarriage (16) and con-
figured to pump fuel from the first fuel compartment
(62) ofthe first fuel tank (60) into the first fuel partition
(110) of the second fuel tank (100).

A method for providing fuel to an internal combustion
engine (12) of a construction machine (10) according
to claim 1, the method comprising:

supplying fuel from the first fuel compartment
(62) of the first fuel tank (60) to the internal com-
bustion engine (12);

supplying excessive fuel from the internal com-
bustion engine (12) to the second fuel compart-
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ment (64) of the first fuel tank (60); and
draining fuel within the second fuel compartment
(64) into the first fuel compartment (62).

14. The method according to claim 13, further compris-

ing:

supplying fuel from the first compartment (62)
of the first fuel tank (60) to a second fuel tank
(100) disposed at the superstructure (14); and
supplying excessive fuel from the second fuel
tank (100) to the second fuel compartment (64)
of the first fuel tank (60).

Patentanspriiche

Baumaschine (10) mit:

einem Unterwagen (16);

einem Oberwagen (14), der eine Brennkraftma-
schine (12) aufweist;

einem Schwenkwerk (15), das zum drehbaren
Befestigen des Oberwagens (14) auf dem Un-
terwagen (16) ausgebildet ist; und

einem ersten Kraftstofftank (60; 360), der an
dem Unterwagen (16) angeordnet ist, wobei der
erste Kraftstofftank (60; 360) aufweist:

eine erste Kraftstoffkammer (62; 362), die
ein erstes konvexes Volumen mit einem un-
tersten Punkt definiert,

eine zweite Kraftstoffkammer (64; 364), die
ein zweites konvexes Volumen mit einem
untersten Punkt definiert, und dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die erste Kraftstoff-
kammer (62; 362) zum Versorgen der
Brennkraftmaschine (12) mit Kraftstoff aus-
gebildet ist und dass die zweite Kraftstoff-
kammer (64; 364) zum Empfangen von
Uberschissigem Kraftstoff der Brennkraft-
maschine (12) ausgebildetistund derart be-
nachbart zur ersten Kraftstoffkammer (62;
362) angeordnet ist, dass der unterste
Punkt des zweiten konvexen Volumens bei
einer grolReren Hohe als der unterste Punkt
desersten konvexen Volumens angeordnet
ist, und dass die Maschine (10) ferner
einen schrag verlaufenden Kraftstoffdurch-
lass (66; 366) aufweist, der zum strémungs-
technischen Verbinden des untersten
Punktes des zweiten konvexen Volumens
mit dem ersten konvexen Volumen ausge-
bildet ist, sodass ein Ablaufen von in der
zweiten Kraftstoffkammer (64; 364) befind-
lichem Kraftstoff aus der zweiten Kraftstoff-
kammer (64; 364) in die erste Kraftstoffkam-
mer (62; 362) ermdglicht wird.
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Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Kraft-
stoffdurchlass (66; 366) zum stromungstechnischen
Verbinden des untersten Punktes des zweiten kon-
vexen Volumens der zweiten Kraftstoffkammer (64;
364) mit dem untersten Punkt des ersten konvexen
Volumens der ersten Kraftstoffkammer (62; 362)
ausgebildet ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die erste Kraftstoffkammer (62; 362) eine erste Héhe
und die zweite Kraftstofftkammer (64; 364) eine zwei-
te Hohe, die kleiner als die erste Hohe ist, aufweist.

Baumaschine (10) nach einem der voranstehenden
Anspriche, wobei das zweite konvexe Volumen der
zweiten Kraftstoffkammer (64; 364) kleiner als das
erste konvexe Volumen der ersten Kraftstofflcam-
mer (62; 362) ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach einem der voranstehenden
Anspriche, ferner mit:

einer Entluftungsleitung (228), die mit dem
obersten Punkt der ersten Kraftstoffkammer
(110)und dem obersten Punktder zweiten Kraft-
stoffkammer (120) verbunden ist; und

einem Entliftungsventil (230), das in der Entlif-
tungsleitung (228) angeordnet ist und zum Ent-
liften der ersten Kraftstoffkammer (62; 362) und
der zweiten Kraftstoffkammer (64; 364) ausge-
bildet ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach einem der voranstehenden
Anspriiche, wobei die erste Kraftstoffkammer (62;
362) und/oder die zweite Kraftstoffkammer (64; 364)
mindestens eine integral mit der ersten Kraftstoff-
kammer (62; 362) und/oder der zweiten Kraftstoff-
kammer (64; 364) ausgebildete Stufe aufweisen,
wobei die mindestens eine Stufe zum Erleichtern ei-
nes Zugangs zur Bedienerstation (22) der Bauma-
schine (10) ausgebildet ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 6, wobei die min-
destens eine Stufe (370) mit einer Anti-Rutsch-Ober-
flache Uberzogen ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Anti-
Rutsch-Oberflache Riffelungen aufweist, die integral
mit der mindestens einen Stufe ausgebildet sind.

Baumaschine (10) nach einem der voranstehenden
Anspriche, ferner mit einem zweiten Kraftstofftank
(100), der an dem Oberwagen (14) angeordnet ist
und zwischen dem ersten Kraftstofftank (60; 360)
und der Brennkraftmaschine (12) zwischengeschal-
tet ist.

10. Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 9, wobeider zwei-
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1.

12.

13.

14.

22

te Kraftstofftank (100) folgende Komponenten um-
fasst:

eine erste Kraftstoffteilkammer (110), die ein
drittes konvexes Volumen mit einem untersten
Punkt definiert und zur Versorgung der Brenn-
kraftmaschine (12) mit einer ersten Kraftstoff-
temperatur ausgebildet ist;

eine zweite Kraftstoffteilkammer (120), die ein
viertes konvexes Volumen mit einem untersten
Punkt definiert, wobei die zweite Kraftstoffteil-
kammer (120) oberhalb der ersten Kraftstoffteil-
kammer (110) angeordnet ist und zum Empfan-
gen von uberschiissigem Kraftstoff der Brenn-
kraftmaschine (12) ausgebildet ist, wobei der
Uberschissige Kraftstoff eine zweite Kraftstoff-
temperatur aufweist, die héher als die erste
Kraftstofftemperatur ist; und

einen Kraftstoffdurchlass (116), der zum stro-
mungstechnischen Verbinden des untersten
Punktes der ersten Kraftstoffteilkammer (110)
mit dem untersten Punkt der zweiten Kraftstoff-
teilkammer (120) ausgebildet ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach Anspruch 10, wobei die ers-
te Kraftstoffkammer (62) des ersten Kraftstofftanks
(60) stromungstechnisch mit der ersten Kraftstoff-
teilkammer (110) des zweiten Kraftstofftanks (100)
und die zweite Kraftstoffkammer (64) des ersten
Kraftstofftanks (60) strdomungstechnisch mit der
zweiten Kraftstoffteilkammer (120) des zweiten
Kraftstofftanks (60) verbunden ist.

Baumaschine (10) nach einem der Anspriiche 9 bis
11, ferner mit einer Hauptkraftstoffpumpe (270), die
an dem Unterwagen (16) angeordnet ist und zum
Pumpen von Kraftstoff von der ersten Kraftstoffkam-
mer (62) des ersten Kraftstofftanks (60) in die erste
Kraftstoffteilkammer (110) des zweiten Kraftstoff-
tanks (100) ausgebildet ist.

Verfahren zur Versorgung einer Brennkraftmaschi-
ne (12) einer Baumaschine (10) gemafl Anspruch 1
mit Kraftstoff, wobei das Verfahren aufweist:

Zuflhren von Kraftstoff von der ersten Kraftstoff-
kammer (62) des ersten Kraftstofftanks (60) zur
Brennkraftmaschine (12);

Zufuhren von Uberschissigem Kraftstoff der
Brennkraftmaschine (12) zur zweiten Kraftstoff-
kammer (64) des ersten Kraftstofftanks (60);
und

Ablassen von Kraftstoff aus der zweiten Kraft-
stoffkammer (64) in die erste Kraftstoffkammer
(62).

Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, ferner mit:
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Zuflhren von Kraftstoff von der ersten Kammer
(62) des ersten Kraftstofftanks (60) zu einem
zweiten Kraftstofftank (100), der an dem Ober-
wagen (14) angeordnet ist; und

Zufuhren von Uberschissigem Kraftstoff aus
dem zweiten Kraftstofftank (100) zur zweiten
Kraftstoffkammer (64) des ersten Kraftstoff-
tanks (60).

Revendications

Machine de construction (10) comprenant :

un chassis (16) ;

une superstructure (14) comprenant un moteur
a combustion interne (12) ;

un pivot (15) configuré pour monter, de maniére
a pouvoir tourner, la superstructure (14) sur le
chéssis (16) ; et

un premier réservoir de carburant (60 ; 360) dis-
posé au niveau du chassis (16), le premier ré-
servoir de carburant (60 ; 360) comprenant :

un premier compartiment de carburant (62 ;
362) définissant un premier volume conve-
xe comprenant un point le plus bas ;

un deuxiéme compartiment de carburant
(64 ; 364) définissant un deuxieme volume
convexe comprenantun pointle plus bas, et

caractérisée en ce que le premier comparti-
ment (62 ; 362) est configuré pour fournir du car-
burant au moteur a combustion interne (12) et
en ce que le deuxiéme compartiment de carbu-
rant (64 ; 364) est configuré pour recevoir I'ex-
ces de carburant du moteur a combustion inter-
ne (12) et est disposé a cété du premier com-
partiment de carburant (62 ; 362), de sorte que
le point le plus bas du deuxiéme volume conve-
xe soit a des altitudes supérieures au point le
plus bas du premier volume convexe ; et en ce
que la machine (10) comprend en outre un pas-
sage de carburant incliné (66 ; 366) configuré
pour relier de maniére fluidique le point le plus
bas du deuxiéme volume convexe au premier
volume convexe, de sorte que le carburant a
l'intérieur du deuxiéme compartiment de carbu-
rant (64 ; 364) puisse s’écouler du deuxiéme
compartiment de carburant (64 ; 364) dans le
premier compartiment de carburant (62 ; 362).

Machine de construction (10) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle le passage de carburant (66 ; 366)
est configuré pour relier de maniere fluidique le point
le plus bas du deuxiéme volume convexe du deuxié-
me compartiment de carburant (64 ; 364) au pointle
plus bas du premier volume convexe du premier
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compartiment de carburant (62 ; 362).

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 et 2, dans laquelle le pre-
mier compartiment de carburant (62 ; 362) com-
prend une premiére hauteur, et le deuxiéme com-
partiment de carburant (64 ; 364) comprend une
deuxiéme hauteur qui est inférieure a la premiére
hauteur.

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle
le deuxiéme volume convexe du deuxi€éme compar-
timent de carburant (64 ; 364) est inférieur au pre-
mier volume convexe du premier compartiment de
carburant (62 ; 362).

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, comprenant
en outre :

une conduite d’évacuation (228) reliée de ma-
niere fluidique a un point le plus haut du premier
compartiment de carburant (110) et a un point
le plus haut du deuxieme compartiment de car-
burant (120) ; et

une vanne d’évacuation (230) disposée au ni-
veau de la conduite d’évacuation (228) et con-
figurée pour effectuer I'évacuation du premier
compartiment de carburant (62 ; 362) et du
deuxieme compartiment de carburant (64 ;
364).

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle
le premier compartiment de carburant (62 ; 362)
et/ou le deuxiéme compartiment de carburant (64 ;
364) comprennent au moins une marche faisant par-
tie intégrante du premier compartiment de carburant
(62 ; 362) et/ou du deuxiéme compartiment de car-
burant (64 ; 364), 'au moins une marche étant con-
figurée pour faciliter I'entrée dans le poste d’opéra-
teur (22) de la machine de construction (10).

Machine de construction (10) selon la revendication
6, dans laquelle 'au moins une marche (370) est
recouverte d’une surface antidérapante.

Machine de construction (10) selon la revendication
7, dans laquelle la surface antidérapante comprend
des nervures faisant partie intégrante de I'au moins
une marche.

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, comprenant
en outre un deuxiéme réservoir de carburant (100)
disposé au niveau de la superstructure (14) et inter-
connecté de maniére fluidique entre le premier ré-
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servoir de carburant (60 ; 360) et le moteur a com-
bustion interne (12).

Machine de construction (10) selon la revendication
9, dans laquelle le deuxiéme réservoir de carburant
(100) comprend :

une premiere cloison de carburant (110) définis-
sant un troisieme volume convexe comprenant
un point le plus haut, et configurée pour fournir
du carburant ayant une premiére température
de carburant au moteur a combustion interne
(12);

une deuxiéme cloison de carburant (120) défi-
nissant un quatriéme volume convexe compre-
nant un point le plus haut, la deuxiéme cloison
de carburant (120) étant disposée au-dessus de
la premiere cloison de carburant (110) et étant
configurée pour recevoir I'excés de carburant
du moteur a combustion interne (12), 'excés de
carburant ayant une deuxiéme température de
carburant supérieure a la premiére température
de carburant ; et

un passage de fluide (116) configuré pour relier
de maniére fluidique le point le plus haut de la
premiére cloison de carburant (110) au point le
plus haut de la deuxiéme cloison de carburant
(120).

Machine de construction (10) selon la revendication
10, dans laquelle le premier compartiment de car-
burant (62) du premier réservoir de carburant (60)
est relié de maniére fluidique a la premiére cloison
de carburant (110) du deuxiéme réservoir de carbu-
rant (100), et le deuxieme compartiment de carbu-
rant (64) du premier réservoir de carburant (60) est
relié de maniére fluidique a la deuxiéme cloison de
carburant (120) du deuxiéme réservoir de carburant
(60).

Machine de construction (10) selon I'une-quelcon-
que des revendications 9 a 11, comprenant en outre
une pompe a carburant principale (270) disposée au
niveau du chassis (16) et configurée pour pomper
du carburant du premier compartiment de carburant
(62) du premier réservoir de carburant (60) dans la
premiere cloison de carburant (110) du deuxiéme
réservoir de carburant (100).

Procédé pour fournir du carburant a un moteur a
combustion interne (12) d’'une machine de construc-
tion (10) selon la revendication 1, le procédé
comprenant :

'alimentation de carburant du premier compar-
timent de carburant (62) du premier réservoir de
carburant (60) au moteur a combustion interne
(12);
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I’alimentation de I'excés de carburant du moteur
a combustion interne (12) au deuxiéme compar-
timent de carburant (64) du premier réservoir de
carburant (60) ; et

I'’évacuation du carburant du deuxieéme compar-
timent de carburant (64) dans le premier com-
partiment de carburant (62).

14. Procédé selon la revendication 13, comprenant en

outre :

I'alimentation de carburant du premier compar-
timent (62) du premier réservoir de carburant
(60) a un deuxiéme réservoir de carburant (100)
disposé au niveau de la superstructure (14) ; et
I’alimentation de I'excés de carburant du deuxié-
me réservoir de carburant (100) au deuxiéme
compartiment de carburant (64) du premier ré-
servoir de carburant (60).
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