
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

67
9 

76
6

A
3

TEPZZ 679766A¥T
(11) EP 2 679 766 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
30.09.2015 Bulletin 2015/40

(43) Date of publication A2: 
01.01.2014 Bulletin 2014/01

(21) Application number: 13002950.7

(22) Date of filing: 07.06.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
E21B 41/00 (2006.01) E21B 43/36 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 27.06.2012 NO 20120748

(71) Applicant: Vetco Gray Scandinavia AS
1302 Sandvika (NO)

(72) Inventor: Wessel, Jørgen
N-1384 Asker (NO)

(54) Apparatus and method for operating a subsea compression system in a well stream

(57) Method for operating a subsea compression
system and a subsea compression system in a well
stream are disclosed. The subsea compression system
comprising a compressor (1) and an electromotor driven
pump (2), wherein the compressor is operable for com-
pression of gas and the pump is operable for pumping
liquid from the compression system. Compressed gas is
recycled from the compressor downstream side to the
upstream side of the compressor via a turbo-expander
unit (10) which is drivingly connected to a generator (17).
The generator is configured to supply charging current
to a battery (18) in response to recycling of compressed
gas via the turbo-expander unit, wherein the pump is op-
erable on electrical power that is supplied from the bat-
tery.
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