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(54) PACKAGING CONTAINER AND PACKAGING METHOD FOR FOOD

(57) A food packaging container and a packaging
method are provided which ensure convenient use of the
container when and after an outer bag is opened. An
individual wrapping sheet (2) for individually wrapping a
chewing gum piece (1) is dividable into a separation por-
tion (2A) and a fixing portion (2B) longitudinally of the
chewing gum piece (1) . A plurality of individually
wrapped chewing gum pieces (1) (food units (3)) are
aligned side by side on a rear outer packaging material
(51), and a front outer packaging material (52) is folded
along one edge (53) of the rear outer packaging material
(51) to cover upper surfaces of the food units (3) . The

rear outer packaging material (51) and the front outer
packaging material (52) are combined with each other
with their peripheral edge portions sealed with a seal por-
tion (7). A packaging container (100) (outer bag) is com-
pleted with the rear outer packaging material (51) and
the front outer packaging material (52) thus combined,
whereby the food units (3) are sealingly enclosed in the
packaging container (100). The fixing portions (2B) of the
individual wrapping sheets (2) of the respective food units
(3) are fixed to at least one of the rear outer packaging
material (51) and the front outer packaging material (52)
via an adhesive member (8).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a packaging
container for containing food, and a food packaging
method.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] There is known a packaging configuration such
that confectionery pieces or the like individually wrapped
in small bags are contained in an outer bag (see, for
example, PLT 1).

CITATION LIST

PATENT LITERATURE

[0003] PLT 1: JP-SHO57(1982)-131454-U1

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0004] In the packaging configuration of PLT 1, the
confectionery pieces (small bags) are not fixed in the
outer bag. Therefore, there is a possibility that, when the
outer bag is torn to be open, the inside confectionery
pieces are inadvertently scattered out of the outer bag
onto floor. This packaging configuration is inconvenient
with poorer portability of the confectionery pieces in the
outer bag.
[0005] In view of the foregoing, it is a principal object
of the present invention to provide a food packaging con-
tainer and a packaging method which ensure convenient
use of the container when and after an outer bag is
opened.
[0006] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a food packaging container and a packaging
method which ensure that food pieces contained in the
container can be eaten in a hygienic way.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0007] According to an inventive aspect of claim 1,
there is provided a food packaging container for packag-
ing a predetermined number of elongated food strips, the
packaging container including: individual wrapping
sheets for individually wrapping the strips, the individual
wrapping sheets being each preliminarily processed to
be dividable into a first side wrapping sheet portion and
a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudinally of a
strip wrapped therein; a rear outer  packaging material
which receives the strips individually wrapped with the
individual wrapping sheets and aligned in side-by-side
relation; a front outer packaging material extending from
one edge of the rear outer packaging material and folded

along the edge to cover upper surfaces of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips; an adhesive member pro-
vided between the second side wrapping sheet portions
of the individual wrapping sheets of the individually
wrapped strips and at least one of the rear outer pack-
aging material and the front outer packaging material;
and a seal portion which seals peripheral edge portions
of the rear outer packaging material and the front outer
packaging material to sealingly enclose the individually
wrapped strips in an inside space.
[0008] According to an inventive aspect of claim 2,
there is provided a food packaging container for packag-
ing a predetermined number of elongated food strips, the
packaging container including: individual wrapping
sheets for individually wrapping the strips, the individual
wrapping sheets being each preliminarily processed to
be dividable into a first side wrapping sheet portion and
a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudinally of a
strip wrapped therein; a rear outer packaging material
which receives the strips  individually wrapped with the
individual wrapping sheets and aligned in side-by-side
relation; a front outer packaging material provided sep-
arately from the rear outer packaging material and cov-
ering upper surfaces of the individually wrapped and
aligned strips; an adhesive member provided between
the second side wrapping sheet portions of the individual
wrapping sheets of the individually wrapped strips and
at least one of the rear outer packaging material and the
front outer packaging material; and a seal portion which
seals peripheral edge portions of the rear outer packag-
ing material and the front outer packaging material to
sealingly enclose the individually wrapped strips in an
inside space.
[0009] According to an inventive aspect of claim 3, the
packaging container of claim 1 or 2 has an opening guide
incision provided in the seal portion for tearing the rear
outer packaging material and the front outer packaging
material from the seal portion.
[0010] According to an inventive aspect of claim 4, the
rear outer packaging material and the front outer pack-
aging material each have a generally rectangular shape
as seen in plan, and are each made of a flexible soft
packaging material in the packaging container of claim
1 or 2.
[0011] According to an inventive aspect of claim 5,
there is provided a packaging method for packaging a
predetermined number of elongated food strips, the
method comprising the steps of: preparing individual
wrapping sheets for individually wrapping the strips, the
individual wrapping sheets being each preliminarily proc-
essed to be dividable into a first side wrapping sheet por-
tion and a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudi-
nally of a strip wrapped therein; preparing a rear outer
packaging material formed with an adhesive layer, and
a front outer packaging material extending from one edge
of the rear outer packaging material and conformal to the
rear outer packaging material; individually wrapping the
food strips with the individual wrapping sheets, aligning
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the wrapped food strips in side-by-side relation on the
rear outer packaging material, and fixing the second side
wrapping sheet portions of the individual wrapping sheets
of the individually wrapped strips to the rear outer pack-
aging material via the adhesive layer; folding the front
outer packaging material along the edge to cover upper
surfaces of the individually wrapped and aligned strips;
and sealing peripheral edge portions of the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packaging mate-
rial to sealingly enclose the individually wrapped  strips
in an inside space defined between the rear outer pack-
aging material and the front outer packaging material.
[0012] According to an inventive aspect of claim 6,
there is provided a packaging method for packaging a
predetermined number of elongated food strips, the
method comprising the steps of: preparing individual
wrapping sheets for individually wrapping the strips, the
individual wrapping sheets being each preliminarily proc-
essed to be dividable into a first side wrapping sheet por-
tion and a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudi-
nally of a strip wrapped therein; preparing a rear outer
packaging material, and a front outer packaging material
extending from one edge of the rear outer packaging ma-
terial, the front outer packaging material being conformal
to the rear outer packaging material and formed with an
adhesive layer; individually wrapping the food strips with
the individual wrapping sheets and aligning the wrapped
food strips in side-by-side relation on the rear outer pack-
aging material; folding the front outer packaging material
along the edge to cover upper surfaces of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips, and fixing the second side
wrapping sheet portions of the individual wrapping sheets
of the individually wrapped strips to  the front outer pack-
aging material via the adhesive layer; and sealing pe-
ripheral edge portions of the rear outer packaging mate-
rial and the front outer packaging material to sealingly
enclose the individually wrapped strips in an inside space
defined between the rear outer packaging material and
the front outer packaging material.
[0013] According to an inventive aspect of claim 7,
there is provided a packaging method for packaging a
predetermined number of elongated food strips, the
method including the steps of: preparing individual wrap-
ping sheets for individually wrapping the strips, the indi-
vidual wrapping sheets being each preliminarily proc-
essed to be dividable into a first side wrapping sheet por-
tion and a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudi-
nally of a strip wrapped therein; individually wrapping the
strips with the individual wrapping sheets and aligning
the wrapped strips in side-by-side relation on a rear outer
packaging material; covering upper surfaces of the indi-
vidually wrapped and aligned strips with a front outer
packaging material conformal to the rear outer packaging
material; and sealing peripheral edge portions of the rear
outer packaging material and the front outer packaging
material to sealingly enclose the individually wrapped
strips in  an inside space.
[0014] According to an inventive aspect of claim 8, the

packaging method of claim 7 further includes the step of
preliminarily providing an adhesive layer on the rear outer
packaging material for fixing the second side wrapping
sheet portions of the individual wrapping sheets of the
individually wrapped and aligned strips to the rear outer
packaging material.
[0015] According to an inventive aspect of claim 9, the
packaging method of claim 7 further includes the step of
preliminarily providing an adhesive layer on the front out-
er packaging material for fixing the second side wrapping
sheet portions of the individual wrapping sheets of the
individually wrapped and aligned strips to the front outer
packaging material.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0016] According to the inventive aspects of claims 1,
5 and 6, the individual wrapping sheets for individually
wrapping the food strips are each dividable into the first
side wrapping sheet portion and the second side wrap-
ping sheet portion longitudinally of the strip wrapped
therein. The individually wrapped strips are aligned in
side-by-side relation on the rear outer packaging mate-
rial, and the front outer packaging  material is folded along
the edge of the rear outer packaging material to cover
the upper surfaces of the individually wrapped and
aligned strips. By sealing the peripheral edge portions of
the rear outer packaging material and the front outer
packaging material with the seal portion, the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packaging mate-
rial are combined together to complete the packaging
container (outer bag), in which the plurality of individually
wrapped strips are sealingly enclosed.
[0017] Here, the second side wrapping sheet portions
of the individual wrapping sheets of the individually
wrapped strips are fixed to at least one of the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packaging mate-
rial via the adhesive member (adhesive layer). When the
packaging container is opened, therefore, the strips are
not displaced in the packaging container. This prevents
these strips from scattering out of the packaging contain-
er. Thus, the packaging container ensures convenient
use when and after the packaging container (outer bag)
is opened.
[0018] When the individually wrapped strips are each
taken out of the opened packaging container, the strip is
held via the first side wrapping sheet portion. In this state,
the strip is pulled out of the packaging  container. Then,
the first side wrapping sheet portion is separated from
the second side wrapping sheet portion fixed to the pack-
aging container by the adhesive member (adhesive lay-
er). Therefore, a second side part of the strip that has
been covered with the second side wrapping sheet por-
tion is uncovered and, in this state, the strip is taken out
of the packaging container. By thus uncovering the sec-
ond side part of the strip, the strip can be eaten from the
second side part without removing the individual wrap-
ping sheet by hands. In this manner, the food pieces
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(strips) contained in the packaging container can be eat-
en in a hygienic way without directly touching the strips
when the strips are taken out of the packaging container
before the eating.
[0019] Since the rear outer packaging material and the
front outer packaging material are connected to each oth-
er on the one edge to be thereby unified, the packaging
container can be easily produced by folding the front out-
er packaging material on the rear outer packaging ma-
terial and sealing the peripheral edge portions of the
packaging materials with the seal portion. In this case, it
is merely necessary to seal the packaging materials
along the three edges (there is no need to seal the pack-
aging materials along the four edges), thereby simplifying
the sealing step. According to the inventive aspect of
claim 6, the adhesive layer is not provided on the rear
outer packaging material on which the individually
wrapped strips are aligned, but provided on the front outer
packaging material. This increases the process flexibility
of the adhesive layer providing step, thereby correspond-
ingly increasing the diversity of a manufacturing appara-
tus to be employed.
[0020] According to the inventive aspects of claims 2
and 7, the rear outer packaging material and the front
outer packaging material may be provided as separate
members. Where the second side wrapping sheet por-
tions of the individual wrapping sheets are fixed to the
rear outer packaging material according to the inventive
aspect of claim 8, the adhesive layer is preferably pre-
liminarily provided on the rear outer packaging material
before the upper surfaces of the individually wrapped and
aligned strips are covered with the front outer packaging
material. Where the second side wrapping sheet portions
of the individual wrapping sheets are fixed to the front
outer packaging material according to the inventive as-
pect of claim 9, the adhesive layer is preferably prelimi-
narily provided on the front outer packaging material be-
fore the upper surfaces of the individually wrapped and
aligned strips  are covered with the front outer packaging
material.
[0021] According to the inventive aspect of claim 3, the
rear outer packaging material and the front outer pack-
aging material can be smoothly torn from the opening
guide incision provided in the seal portion to open the
packaging container. Thus, the packaging container en-
sures convenient use.
[0022] According to the inventive aspect of claim 4, it
is preferred that the rear outer packaging material and
the front outer packaging material each have a generally
rectangular shape as seen in plan, and are each made
of a flexible soft packaging material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0023]

FIGS. 1 are diagrams for explaining how to wrap a
chewing gum piece 1 (food strip) with an individual

wrapping sheet 2 to provide a food unit 3, particularly,
FIG. 1(a) illustrates a chewing gum piece 1 placed
on an individual wrapping sheet 2, and FIG. 1(b) il-
lustrates a food unit 3 completed with the chewing
gum piece 1 wrapped with the individual wrapping
sheet 2.
FIG. 2 is an expansion plan view of a packaging con-
tainer 100 according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
FIGS. 3 illustrate the packaging container 100 in a
complete state, particularly, FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) are
a plan view of the packaging container 100 and a
sectional view taken along a line A-A and seen in an
arrow direction in FIG. 3(a), respectively.
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the packaging container 100
illustrating a state in which a part of the packaging
container 100 is torn.
FIGS. 5 are diagrams for explaining a state in which
a chewing gum piece 1 is taken out of the partly torn
packaging container 100, particularly, FIGS. 5(a)
and 5(b) are a plan view of the packaging container
100 and a sectional view taken along a line B-B and
seen in an arrow direction in FIG. 5(a), respectively.
FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining a state in which
the packaging container 100 is folded after one
chewing gum piece 1 is taken out.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] With reference to the drawings, an embodiment
of the present invention will hereinafter be described spe-
cifically.
[0025] A packaging container 100 according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention is adapted to collec-
tively accommodate (package) a plurality of  strip-shaped
chewing gum pieces (food strips) 1. Prior to the descrip-
tion of the packaging container 100, the chewing gum
pieces (strips) 1 will be described.
[0026] FIGS. 1 are diagrams for explaining how to wrap
a chewing gum piece 1 (food strip) with an individual
wrapping sheet 2 to provide a food unit 3.
[0027] Referring to FIG. 1(a), the chewing gum piece
1 has a vertically-elongated rectangular-solid thin block
shape (elongated strip shape).
[0028] The chewing gum piece 1 is wrapped with the
individual wrapping sheet 2. The food unit 3 is constituted
by the chewing gum piece 1 and the individual wrapping
sheet 2 which wraps the chewing gum piece 1.
[0029] Examples of the individual wrapping sheet 2 in-
clude a so-called foil paper sheet, a wax paper sheet and
a film. In an expanded state, the individual wrapping
sheet 2 is a rectangular sheet which is large enough to
wrap the entire chewing gum piece 1. The individual
wrapping sheet 2 has a perforation line 4 provided closer
to one of longitudinally opposite edges as extending
widthwise of the individual wrapping sheet 2 across the
individual wrapping sheet 2.
[0030] As shown in FIG. 1(a), a single chewing gum
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piece 1 is placed on a center portion of a single individual
wrapping sheet 2 with its longitudinal axis aligning  with
the longitudinal axis of the individual wrapping sheet 2.
Portions of the individual wrapping sheet 2 protruding
from the chewing gum piece 1 are folded, whereby the
chewing gum piece 1 is wrapped with the individual wrap-
ping sheet 2 as shown in FIG. 1(b). The food unit 3 is
provided by thus wrapping (individually wrapping) the
chewing gum piece 1 with the individual wrapping sheet
2. The food unit 3 has a vertically elongated block shape
having a size that is slightly greater than the size of the
chewing gum piece 1 by the thickness of the individual
wrapping sheet 2. With the food unit 3 vertically postured,
the perforation line 4 of the individual wrapping sheet 2
of the food unit 3 is located in a longitudinal (vertical)
position closer to a lower edge thereof as extending (hor-
izontally) widthwise of the food unit 3 to surround the
chewing gum piece 1. With the food unit 3 vertically pos-
tured, the perforation line 4 partitions the individual wrap-
ping sheet 2 wrapping the chewing gum piece 1 into a
separation portion 2A (first side wrapping sheet portion)
located on an upper side of the perforation line 4 and a
fixing portion 2B (second side wrapping sheet portion)
located on a lower side of the perforation line 4. The in-
dividual wrapping sheet 2 is dividable into the separation
portion 2A and the  fixing portion 2B with the chewing
gum piece 1 wrapped with the individual wrapping sheet
2. It is noted that the individual wrapping sheets 2 may
be regarded as parts of the packaging container 100. As
long as the individual wrapping sheet 2 is dividable into
the separation portion 2A and the fixing portion 2B, a half
cut line may be provided instead of the perforation line 4
in the individual wrapping sheet 2.
[0031] A predetermined number of chewing gum piec-
es 1 (here six chewing gum pieces for a single packaging
container 100) are prepared, and individually wrapped
with individual wrapping sheets 2 to provide a plurality of
food units 3 (six food units). The perforation line 4 is not
necessarily required to be formed in a longitudinally offset
position, but may be formed in a longitudinally middle
position. The individual wrapping sheets 2 may each in-
clude two sheets serving as the separation portion 2A
and the fixing portion 2B which are partly overlapped with
each other and adapted to be separated from each other
by holding and extracting one of the sheets.
[0032] Next, the packaging container 100 will be de-
scribed.
[0033] FIG. 2 is an expansion plan view of the pack-
aging container 100 according to the embodiment of the
present  invention. FIGS. 3 illustrate the packaging con-
tainer 100 in a complete state, particularly, FIGS. 3 (a)
and 3 (b) are a plan view of the packaging container 100
and a sectional view taken along a line A-A and seen in
an arrow direction in FIG. 3(a), respectively. The line A-
A in FIG. 3(a) is a phantom line which extends widthwise
of the packaging container 100 to cut the packaging con-
tainer 100 and a food unit 3 in the packaging container
100.

[0034] Referring to FIG. 2, the packaging container 100
is a generally rectangular sheet 50 as seen in plan when
it is in an expanded state. The sheet 50 is generally equal-
ly divided into two parts, one of which is defined as a rear
outer packaging material 51 and the other of which is
defined as a front outer packaging material 52. In FIG.
2, an upper half of the sheet 50 is the rear outer packaging
material 51, and a lower half of the sheet 50 is the front
outer packaging material 52. One edge (lower edge in
FIG. 2) 53 of the rear outer packaging material 51 is a
boundary between the rear outer packaging material 51
and the front outer packaging material 52, and linearly
extends horizontally. The edge 53 also serves as one
edge (upper edge in FIG. 2) of the front outer packaging
material 52. The front outer packaging material 52  ex-
tends from the edge 53 of the rear outer packaging ma-
terial 51.
[0035] The rear outer packaging material 51 and the
front outer packaging material 52 are unitarily made of a
flexible soft packaging material. The rear outer packaging
material 51 and the front outer packaging material 52
each have a horizontally-elongated generally-rectangu-
lar shape and have the same size. That is, the rear outer
packaging material 51 and the front outer packaging ma-
terial 52 are conformal to each other. The rear outer pack-
aging material 51 and the front outer packaging material
52 are each dimensioned so that, when the six food units
3 (chewing gum pieces 1) are aligned in side-by-side
relation with no gap therebetween with their longitudinal
axes extending widthwise of the packaging material,
these six food units can be accommodated on the pack-
aging material with sufficient margins.
[0036] Then, the six food units 3 are aligned in side-
by-side relation with no gap therebetween with their lon-
gitudinal axes extending widthwise of the rear outer pack-
aging material 51 and the front outer packaging material
52. In turn, the food units 3 thus aligned are placed on
the rear outer packaging material 51 of the sheet  50. In
other words, the rear outer packaging material 51 re-
ceives these food units 3. The food units 3 are placed
closer to the edge 53 on a center portion of the rear outer
packaging material 51 so as to be accommodated inward
of peripheral edges of the rear outer packaging material
51 as seen in plan. The fixing portions 2B of the individual
wrapping sheets 2 of the respective food units 3 are lo-
cated closer to the edge 53 than the separation portions
2A.
[0037] With the food units 3 thus placed, a generally
U-shaped margin (inverted U-shaped margin in FIG. 2)
is formed around a set of the six food units 3 as surround-
ing the food units 3 on the rear outer packaging material
51. A rear seal portion 5 is provided on the margin. The
rear seal portion 5 is made of an adhesive agent which
exhibits an adhesive force by heat-sealing or cold-seal-
ing.
[0038] The rear seal portion 5 extends along three edg-
es of the rear outer packaging material 51 except for the
edge 53. On the front outer packaging material 52, a front

7 8 



EP 2 682 349 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

seal portion 6 is provided symmetrically with the rear seal
portion 5 with respect to the edge 53. The front seal por-
tion 6 is made of the same adhesive agent as the rear
seal portion 5, and has a generally U-shape extending
along three peripheral edges of the front  outer packaging
material 52 except for the edge 53. The rear seal portion
5 and the front seal portion 6 are connected to each other,
and cooperatively define a seal portion 7. In FIG. 2, the
seal portion 7 is hatched with oblique lines extending
rightward downward, and has a generally rectangular
frame shape which extends along all the peripheral edg-
es of the sheet 50. It is noted that only one of the rear
seal portion 5 and the front seal portion 6 of the seal
portion 7 may be made of the adhesive agent. The other
seal portion is not necessarily required to be made of the
adhesive agent. In this case, the other seal portion is
defined by a peripheral edge portion of the sheet 50 per
se.
[0039] Here, a band-shaped adhesive member 8 (ad-
hesive layer) is preliminarily provided on a surface of the
rear outer packaging material 51 on which the food units
3 are to be placed. The adhesive member 8 may be an
adhesive agent or may be an adhesive tape. The adhe-
sive member 8 is included in the packaging container
100. The adhesive member 8, which is hatched by ob-
lique lines extending rightward upward in FIG. 2, is dis-
posed adjacent the edge 53 of the rear outer packaging
material 51. With the six food units 3 aligned on the rear
outer packaging material 51 as described above, there-
fore, the adhesive member 8 is present between the fixing
portions 2B of the individual wrapping sheets 2 of all the
six food units 3 and the rear outer packaging material 51
(see FIG. 3(b)) and extends across the fixing portions 2B
of all the food units 3 as seen in plan. The adhesive mem-
ber 8 fixes the fixing portions 2B of all the food units 3 to
the rear outer packaging material 51. Thus, all the food
units 3 are fixed to the rear outer packaging material 51
in a relatively immovable manner. The adhesive member
8 is not necessarily required to have a band-shape, as
long as it can bond the fixing portions 2B of all the food
units 3. In this case, the adhesive member 8 may have
an intermittent broken-line shape.
[0040] After all the food units 3 are thus fixed to the
rear outer packaging material 51, the front outer pack-
aging material 52 is folded along the edge 53 of the rear
outer packaging material 51 over the food units 3 on the
rear outer packaging material 51. Then, the front outer
packaging material 52 is completely overlaid on the rear
outer packaging material 51. Therefore, the front seal
portion 6 extending along the three edges of the front
outer packaging material 52 except for the edge 53 is
completely overlaid on the rear seal portion 5 extending
along the three edges of the rear outer packaging mate-
rial 51 except for the edge  53. This state is shown in
FIGS. 3.
[0041] In FIGS. 3, the front outer packaging material
52 covers upper surfaces of all the food units 3 (chewing
gum pieces 1) aligned on the rear outer packaging ma-

terial 51 (the front side in FIG. 3(a) and the left side in
FIG. 3(b)).
[0042] The rear seal portion 5 of the rear outer pack-
aging material 51 and the front seal portion 6 of the front
outer packaging material 52 are bonded to each other
by heat-sealing or cold-sealing. Thus, the peripheral
edge portions of the front outer packaging material 52
and the rear outer packaging material 51 except for the
edge 53 are sealed with the rear seal portion 5 and the
front seal portion 6 (seal portion 7). As a result, a hori-
zontally elongated rectangular bag-shaped packaging
container 100 is formed by the front outer packaging ma-
terial 52 and the rear outer packaging material 51 thus
overlaid. The six food units 3 fixed to the rear outer pack-
aging material 51 are contained inside the packaging
container 100. That is, the packaging container 100
serves as an outer bag in which the food units 3 are con-
tained. The peripheral edge portions of the front outer
packaging material 52 and the rear outer packaging ma-
terial 51 except for the edge 53 are sealed with the seal
portion 7, and the front  outer packaging material 52 and
the rear outer packaging material 51 are connected to
each other via the edge 53. Therefore, the six food units
3 are sealingly enclosed in the packaging container 100.
[0043] Thus, the packaging container 100 can be eas-
ily produced by folding the front outer packaging material
52 on the rear outer packaging material 51 provided uni-
tarily with the front outer packaging material 52 and seal-
ing the peripheral edge portions of these packaging ma-
terials with the seal portion 7. In this case, it is merely
necessary to seal the packaging materials along the
three edges (there is no need to seal the packaging ma-
terials along the four edges). This simplifies the sealing
step.
[0044] Here, opening guide incisions 9 are provided in
horizontally opposite edge portions of the seal portion 7
at positions of the completed packaging container 100
away from the edge 53. The opening guide incisions 9
may each have a triangular shape tapered inward of the
packaging container 100 as shown in FIG. 3 (a), or a
home base shape tapered inward of the packaging con-
tainer 100, or may each have a linear shape extending
horizontally.
[0045] FIG. 4 is a plan view of the packaging container
100 illustrating a state in which a part of the packaging
container 100 is torn. FIGS. 5 are diagrams for explaining
a state in which a chewing gum piece 1 is taken out of
the partly torn packaging container 100, particularly,
FIGS. 5(a) and 5(b) are a plan view of the packaging
container 100 and a sectional view taken along a line B-
B and seen in an arrow direction in FIG. 5 (a), respec-
tively. FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining a state in which
the packaging container 100 is folded after one chewing
gum piece 1 is taken out. The line B-B in FIG. 5(a) is a
phantom line which extends widthwise of the packaging
container 100 to cut the packaging container 100 and the
food unit 3 taken out of the packaging container 100.
[0046] Referring to FIG. 4, a part of the packaging con-
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tainer 100 located adjacent one of the left and right open-
ing guide incisions 9 away from the edge 53 is held and
pulled. Then, the front outer packaging material 52 and
the rear outer packaging material 51 are torn from a start-
ing point defined by the opening guide incision 9 provided
in the seal portion 7, whereby the packaging container
100 is opened. With the provision of the opening guide
incisions 9, the rear outer packaging material 51 and the
front outer packaging material 52 are smoothly torn, so
that the packaging container 100 can be conveniently
opened.
[0047] As described above, the fixing portions 2B of
the individual wrapping sheets 2 of the food units 3 are
fixed to the rear outer packaging material 51 via the ad-
hesive member 8 in the packaging container 100 (see
FIG. 3(b)). When the packaging container 100 is opened,
therefore, the chewing gum pieces 1 are neither dis-
placed in the packaging container 100 nor scattered
around out of the packaging container 100. Thus, the
packaging container 100 ensures convenient use when
and after the packaging container 100 (outer bag) is
opened.
[0048] Distal edges of the separation portions 2A of
the individual wrapping sheets 2 of some of the food units
3 in the packaging container 100 are exposed from the
opened (torn) part of the packaging container 100 (open-
ing X).
[0049] In turn, as shown in FIGS. 5, the separation por-
tion 2A of one of the food units 3 thus exposed from the
opening X is picked by figure tips 80, and the food unit 3
is pulled up through the opening X as indicated by bold
arrows.
[0050] Since the fixing portion 2B of the individual
wrapping sheet 2 of the picked food unit 3 is fixed to the
packaging container 100 by the adhesive member 8, the
individual wrapping sheet 2 is divided into the separation
portion 2A and the fixing portion 2B. Thus, the picked
food unit 3 is further picked out of the packaging container
100 with the separation portion 2A combined with the
wrapped chewing gum piece 1. The other food units 3
are fixed to the packaging container 100 by the adhesive
member 8 and, therefore, are not displaced in the pack-
aging container 100.
[0051] An eater can eat the chewing gum piece 1, while
holding a portion of the chewing gum piece 1 of the picked
food unit 3 exposed from the separation portion 2A by
eater’s mouth.
[0052] The eater picks out the other food units 3 from
the packaging container 100 in the same manner to eat
the chewing gum pieces 1 of the respective food units 3.
[0053] When the individually wrapped chewing gum
pieces 1 are each taken out of the opened packaging
container 100, the chewing gum piece 1 is held via the
separation portion 2A. When the chewing gum piece 1
is pulled out of the packaging container 100 in this state,
the separation portion 2A is separated from the fixing
portion 2B. Therefore, a part of the chewing gum piece
1 that has been covered with the fixing portion 2B is un-

covered and, in this state, the chewing gum piece 1 is
taken out of the packaging container 100. By thus un-
covering the part of the chewing gum piece 1, the  chew-
ing gum piece 1 can be eaten from this part without re-
moving the individual wrapping sheet 2 by hands. That
is, the food pieces (chewing gum pieces 1) contained in
the packaging container 100 can be eaten in a hygienic
way without directly touching the chewing gum pieces 1
when the chewing gum pieces 1 are taken out of the
packaging container 100 before the eating.
[0054] If not all the chewing gum pieces 1 are eaten,
a first portion 100A of the packaging container 100 from
which food units 3 have already been picked out may be
folded on a second portion 100B of the packaging con-
tainer 100 with the food units 3 of the remaining chewing
gum pieces 1 left in the packaging container 100. Then,
the packaging container 100 can be simply sealed again
with a reduced size. Alternatively, the first portion 100A
may be cut out.
[0055] It is noted that the present invention be not lim-
ited to the embodiment described above, but various
modifications may be made within the scope of the
present invention defined by the claims.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 2, for example, the adhesive
member 8 may be provided on a portion of the front outer
packaging material 52 which covers the fixing portions
2B of the individual wrapping sheets 2 of the respective
food units 3, rather than on the rear outer packaging  ma-
terial 51, or may be provided on both the front outer pack-
aging material 52 and the rear outer packaging material
51. Where the adhesive member 8 is provided only on
the front outer packaging material 52, the front outer
packaging material 52 is folded on the rear outer pack-
aging material 51, whereby the adhesive member 8 is
located between the fixing portions 2B of the individual
wrapping sheets 2 of all the six food units 3 and the front
outer packaging material 52 to fix all the food units 3 to
the front outer packaging material 52 in a relatively im-
movable manner. Where the front outer packaging ma-
terial 52 and the rear outer packaging material 51 are
each provided with the adhesive member 8, the adhesive
member 8 is located between the fixing portions 2B of
the individual wrapping sheet 2 of all the six food units 3
and the front outer packaging material 52 and between
the fixing portions 2B and the rear outer packaging ma-
terial 51 to fix all the food units 3 to both the rear outer
packaging material 51 and the front outer packaging ma-
terial 52 in a relatively immovable manner.
[0057] Where the adhesive member 8 is not provided
on the rear outer packaging material 51 on which the
food units 3 are aligned but provided on the front outer
packaging material 52, the process flexibility is  increased
in the adhesive layer providing step. This corresponding-
ly increases the diversity of a manufacturing apparatus
to be employed.
[0058] The six food units 3 are aligned in side-by-side
relation and contained in the packaging container 100,
but the number of the food units 3 to be contained may
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be properly changed.
[0059] The front outer packaging material 52 and the
rear outer packaging material 51 are unitarily provided,
but may be separately provided. In this case, the front
outer packaging material 52 and the rear outer packaging
material 51 are sealed along the four edges with the seal
portion 7 when the packaging container 100 is fabricated.
[0060] Referring to FIGS.5, when the food units 3 are
each taken out of the packaging container 100, the sep-
aration portion 2A and the fixing portion 2B of the indi-
vidual wrapping sheet 2 are separated from each other,
but the individual wrapping sheet 2 is not necessarily
required to be dividable. In this case, there is no need to
provide the perforation line 4 (see FIGS. 1) in the indi-
vidual wrapping sheet 2, and the food units 3 are each
taken out of the packaging container 100 without dividing
the individual wrapping sheet 2. The food units 3 are pref-
erably temporarily  (weakly) fixed to the packaging con-
tainer 100 by the adhesive member 8 so as to be each
easily taken out of the packaging container 100 without
breaking the individual wrapping sheet 2.
[0061] In this embodiment, the chewing gum pieces
are employed as the strips to be contained in the pack-
aging container 100, but chocolate strips or candy strips
may also be packaged in the same manner in the pack-
aging container 100.
[0062] Further, the seal portion 7 is made of the adhe-
sive agent, but may be an adhesive tape.
[0063] The packaging container 100 is opened by tear-
ing a part of the packaging container 100, but may be
opened by separating the front outer packaging material
52 and the rear outer packaging material 51 from each
other along the seal portion.
[0064] Further, a necessary number of food units 3
may be first bundled with a bundling sheet (not shown),
and then the resulting bundle of food units 3 may be set
in the packaging container 100. In this case, the bundle
of food units 3 may be fixed to at least one of the rear
outer packaging material 51 and the front outer packag-
ing material 52 (see FIG. 2) by the adhesive member 8
before the fabrication of the packaging container 100.
When the packaging container 100 is thereafter  fabri-
cated, the packaging container 100 is completed with the
bundle of food units 3 accommodated therein (see FIGS.
3).

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0065]

1: CHEWING GUM PIECE

2: INDIVIDUAL WRAPPING SHEET

2A: SEPARATION PORTION

2B: FIXING PORTION

3: FOOD UNIT

4: PERFORATION LINE

5: REAR SEAL PORTION

6: FRONT SEAL PORTION

7: SEAL PORTION

8: ADHESIVE MEMBER

9: OPENING GUIDE INCISION

50: SHEET

51: REAR OUTER PACKAGING MATERIAL

52: FRONT OUTER PACKAGING MATERIAL

53: ONE EDGE

80: FINGER TIP

100: PACKAGING CONTAINER

100A: FIRST PORTION

100B: SECOND PORTION

X: OPENING

Claims

1. A food packaging container for packaging a prede-
termined number of elongated food strips, the pack-
aging container comprising:

individual wrapping sheets for individually wrap-
ping the strips, the individual wrapping sheets
being each preliminarily processed to be divid-
able into a first side wrapping sheet portion and
a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudi-
nally of a strip wrapped therein;
a rear outer packaging material which receives
the strips individually wrapped with the individ-
ual wrapping sheets and aligned in side-by-side
relation;
a front outer packaging material extending from
one edge of the rear outer packaging material
and folded along the edge to cover upper sur-
faces of the individually wrapped and aligned
strips;
an adhesive member provided between the sec-
ond side wrapping sheet portions of the individ-
ual wrapping sheets of the individually wrapped
strips and at least one of the rear outer packag-
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ing material and the front outer packaging ma-
terial; and
a seal portion which seals peripheral edge por-
tions of the rear outer packaging material and
the front outer packaging material to sealingly
enclose the  individually wrapped strips in an
inside space.

2. A food packaging container for packaging a prede-
termined number of elongated food strips, the pack-
aging container comprising:

individual wrapping sheets for individually wrap-
ping the strips, the individual wrapping sheets
being each preliminarily processed to be divid-
able into a first side wrapping sheet portion and
a second side wrapping sheet portion longitudi-
nally of a strip wrapped therein;
a rear outer packaging material which receives
the strips individually wrapped with the individ-
ual wrapping sheets and aligned in side-by-side
relation;
a front outer packaging material provided sep-
arately from the rear outer packaging material
and covering upper surfaces of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips;
an adhesive member provided between the sec-
ond side wrapping sheet portions of the individ-
ual wrapping sheets of the individually wrapped
strips and at least one of the rear outer packag-
ing material and the front outer packaging ma-
terial; and
a seal portion which seals peripheral edge por-
tions of the rear outer packaging material and
the front outer packaging material to sealingly
enclose the  individually wrapped strips in an
inside space.

3. The packaging container according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the seal portion has an opening guide inci-
sion for tearing the rear outer packaging material and
the front outer packaging material from the seal por-
tion.

4. The packaging container according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the rear outer packaging material and the
front outer packaging material each have a generally
rectangular shape as seen in plan, and are each
made of a flexible soft packaging material.

5. A packaging method for packaging a predetermined
number of elongated food strips, the method com-
prising the steps of:

preparing individual wrapping sheets for individ-
ually wrapping the strips, the individual wrapping
sheets being each preliminarily processed to be
dividable into a first side wrapping sheet portion

and a second side wrapping sheet portion lon-
gitudinally of a strip wrapped therein;
preparing a rear outer packaging material
formed with an adhesive layer, and a front outer
packaging material extending from one edge of
the rear outer packaging material and conformal
to the rear outer packaging material;
individually wrapping the food strips with the in-
dividual wrapping sheets, aligning the wrapped
food strips in side-by-side relation on the rear
outer packaging material, and fixing the second
side wrapping sheet portions of the individual
wrapping sheets of the individually wrapped
strips to the rear outer packaging material via
the adhesive layer;
folding the front outer packaging material along
the edge to cover upper surfaces of the individ-
ually wrapped and aligned strips; and
sealing peripheral edge portions of the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packag-
ing material to sealingly enclose the individually
wrapped strips in an inside space defined be-
tween the rear outer packaging material and the
front outer packaging material.

6. A packaging method for packaging a predetermined
number of elongated food strips, the method com-
prising the steps of:

preparing individual wrapping sheets for individ-
ually wrapping the strips, the individual wrapping
sheets being each preliminarily processed to be
dividable into a first side wrapping sheet portion
and a second side wrapping sheet portion lon-
gitudinally of a strip wrapped therein;
preparing a rear outer packaging material, and
a front outer packaging material extending from
one edge of the rear outer packaging material,
the front outer packaging material being confor-
mal to the rear outer packaging material and
formed with an adhesive layer;
individually wrapping the food strips with the in-
dividual wrapping sheets and aligning the
wrapped food strips in side-by-side relation on
the rear outer packaging material;
folding the front outer packaging material along
the edge to cover upper surfaces of the individ-
ually wrapped and aligned strips, and fixing the
second side wrapping sheet portions of the in-
dividual wrapping sheets of the individually
wrapped strips to the front outer packaging ma-
terial via the adhesive layer; and
sealing peripheral edge portions of the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packag-
ing material to sealingly enclose the individually
wrapped strips in an inside space defined be-
tween the rear outer packaging material and the
front outer packaging material.
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7. A packaging method for packaging a predetermined
number of elongated food strips, the method com-
prising the steps of:

preparing individual wrapping sheets for individ-
ually wrapping the strips, the individual wrapping
sheets being each preliminarily processed to be
dividable into a first side wrapping sheet portion
and a second side wrapping sheet portion lon-
gitudinally of a strip wrapped therein;
individually wrapping the strips with the individ-
ual wrapping sheets and aligning the wrapped
strips in side-by-side relation on a rear outer
packaging material;
covering upper surfaces of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips with a front outer
packaging material conformal to the rear outer
packaging material; and
sealing peripheral edge portions of the rear outer
packaging material and the front outer packag-
ing material to sealingly enclose the individually
wrapped strips in an inside space.

8. The packaging method according to claim 7, further
comprising the step of preliminarily providing an ad-
hesive layer on the rear outer packaging material for
fixing the second side wrapping sheet portions of the
individual wrapping sheets of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips to the rear outer pack-
aging material.

9. The packaging method according to claim 7, further
comprising the step of preliminarily providing an ad-
hesive layer on the front outer packaging material
for fixing the second side wrapping sheet portions of
the individual wrapping sheets of the individually
wrapped and aligned strips to the front outer pack-
aging material.
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