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(54) Instrumented bearing

(67)  This instrumented bearing comprises a bearing
and a sensor unit for sensing the angular position of the
rotatable ring with respect to the fixed ring of the bearing,
an encoder element which is fast with the rotatable ring,
and a sensing element (640) fast with the fixed ring,
adapted to sense a parameter representative of the ro-
tation speed of the rotatable ring. The sensing element
(640) is mounted in a casing (66) fast with the fixed ring

(44). The casing (66) comprises a peripheral wall (666)
mounted on the fixed ring and which includes at least
one snap portion (666b) adapted to be received in a re-
cess of a surface of the fixed ring, and at least one axial
blocking portion (666a) adapted to abut against a lateral
surface of the fixed ring, perpendicular to the rotation axis
of the instrumented bearing. The or each snap portion
(666b) and the or each blocking portion (666a) are alter-
nated around a central axis (X6).
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to an instrumented bear-
ing comprising a sensor unit for sensing the angular po-
sition of a rotatable element with respect to a fixed ele-
ment.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Instrumented bearings comprise a bearing and
a sensor unit for sensing the angular position of a rotat-
able ring of the bearing with respect to the fixed ring.
Such sensor units often include an encoder element,
adapted to generate magnetic field variations, and a
sensing element adapted to determine, on the basis of
the magnetic field variations, the angular position of the
rotatable ring. The sensing elementis generally fixed with
respect to the fixed ring of the bearing, thanks to a casing
in which the sensing element is mounted.

[0003] To guarantee an accurate magnetic detection
and an accurate rotation speed sensing, itis compulsory
that the sensing element is accurately mounted on the
bearing. It is known from EP-A-1 431 071 to mount a
tubular snap portion of a sensor casing in a groove real-
ized on a surface of the fixed ring of the bearing. As such
a groove is generally obtained thanks to a turning oper-
ation, it offers a relatively low dimensional accuracy along
its central axis. The mounting accuracy of the casing is
therefore not satisfying.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The aim of the invention is to provide a new
instrumented bearing comprising a sensor unit for sens-
ing the angular position of a rotating element with respect
to a fixed element, which is equipped with a mounting
system allowing a better mounting accuracy between the
bearing and the sensor unit.

[0005] To this end, the invention concerns an instru-
mented bearing comprising a bearing and a sensor unit
for sensing the angular position of the rotatable ring with
respect to the fixed ring of the bearing, comprising an
encoder element, which is fast with the rotatable ring,
and a sensing element fast with the fixed ring, adapted
to sense a parameter representative of the rotation speed
of the rotatable ring, the sensing element being mounted
in a casing fast with the fixed element. This instrumented
bearing is characterized in that the casing comprises a
peripheral wall mounted on the fixed ring and which in-
cludes at least one snap portion adapted to be received
in a recess of a cylindrical surface of the fixed ring, and
atleast one axial blocking portion adapted to abut against
a lateral surface of the fixed ring, perpendicular to the
rotation axis of the instrumented bearing, and in that the
or each snap portion and the or each blocking portion
are alternated around the central axis of the casing.
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[0006] Thanks to the invention, the axial positioning of
the casing is realized by the blocking portions against
the lateral surface of the bearing, which is more accu-
rately axially positioned than the groove of the fixed ring
of the bearing. The mounting accuracy of the sensing
element with respect to the rotatable ring is improved
accordingly.

[0007] According to further aspects of the invention
which are advantageous but not compulsory, such a sen-
sor unit may incorporate one or several of the following
features:

- There are at least two snap portions and at least two
blocking portions.

- The blocking portions and the snap portions extend
on alternate angular sectors.

- The snap portions are substantially of the same
length in the circumferential direction.

- The blocking portions are substantially of the same
length in the circumferential direction.

- The casing comprises five snap portions and five
blocking portions and whereas the apex angles of
said angular sectors have respectively a value ap-
proximately of 30°.

- The or each snap portion and the or each blocking
portion are provided on a same wall of the casing.

- Thewallis cylindrical and centred on the central axis
of the casing.

- Thefixedring is the outer ring of the bearing, where-
as the recess is provided on the inner cylindrical sur-
face of the outer ring and whereas the or each snap
portion and the or each blocking portion are provided
on an outer cylindrical wall of the casing.

- The maximal diameter of the or each snap portion,
when non stressed by the outer ring, is superior to
the minimal diameter of the recess.

- The recess has a diameter, which increases from
said lateral surface towards a median plane of the
bearing.

- The or each snap portion have a diameter which in-
creases towards a median plane of the bearing.

- The or each snap portion has an inwardly bent end
part adapted to slide against a tapered entry edge
of the recess.

- Thefixedringistheinnerring ofthe bearing, whereas
therecessis provided on the outer cylindrical surface
of the inner ring and whereas the snap portions and
the blocking portions are provided on an inner cylin-
drical wall of the casing.

- The bearing is of the rolling type and comprises roll-
ing elements located between the fixed ring and the
rotating ring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The invention will now be explained in corre-
spondence with the annexed figures, as an illustrative
example. In the annexed figures:
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- Figure 1 is a front view of an instrumented bearing
according to the invention;

- Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of a sensor
body and a casing belonging to the instrumented
bearing of figure 1;

- Figure 3 is a sectional view along line IlI-1ll, of the
instrumented bearing of figure 1;

- Figure 4 is a view, at a larger scale, of detail IV on
figure 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME EMBODIMENTS

[0009] The instrumented bearing 2 represented on the
figures comprises a rolling bearing 4 including a rotating
inner ring 42 and a fixed outer ring 44. Several balls 45
mounted in a cage 46 are located between inner ring 42
and outer ring 44. In a non-shown alternate embodiment,
rolling bearing 4 may comprise other types of rolling el-
ement, such as rollers or needles. Inner ring 42 is rotat-
able withrespect to outer ring 44 around a central rotation
axis X-X’ of rolling bearing 4.

[0010] Instrumented bearing 2 also comprises a sen-
sor unit 6. Sensor unit 6 comprises an encoder element
62, fast with inner ring 42 and adapted to generate mag-
netic field variations as a function of its angular position.
Encoder element 62 comprises a frame 621 and a mag-
netic ring 623. Magnetic ring 623 is fixed to frame 621,
which is fast in rotation with inner ring 42.

[0011] Sensor unit 6 further comprises a sensor body
64, which is mounted in a shielding casing or yoke 66
fixed to outer ring 44. Sensor body 64 is centred on a
central axis X6 of sensor 6, which is aligned with axis X-
X when sensor body 64 is mounted on outer ring 44.
Sensor body 64 comprises a sensing element 640. Sens-
ing element 640 is a transducer adapted to sense the
magnetic field variations generated by the rotation of the
magnetic ring 623 around axis X-X'. Sensing element
640 is mounted on and connected to a printed circuit
board or PCB 642 thanks to a support member 644. PCB
642 is mounted in shielding casing 66. Shielding casing
66 is an annular shaped metallic part centred on axis X6
and which comprises aninner cylindrical wall 662, a radial
bottom wall 664 perpendicular to axis X6 and an outer
cylindrical wall 666. Walls 662 and 666 are centred on
and parallel to axis X6.

[0012] Shielding casing 66 can be made of synthetic
material and/or metallic material such as steel or Alumin-
ium. Axis X6 is a central axis for shielding casing 66.
[0013] PCB 642 has a half-annular shape correspond-
ing with the shape of shielding casing 66 and is mounted
against bottom wall 664. As an optional feature, sensor
body 64 may comprise a support plate 646, on which
PCB 642 is mounted, support plate 646 being mounted
against bottom wall 664 of shielding casing 66. Sensing
element 640, support body 644, PCB 642 and support
plate 646 are over-moulded in a layer 648 of plastic ma-
terial injected in shielding casing 66. Alternatively, only
sensing element 640 and PCB 642 are overmoulded in
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the layer 648 of plastic material; the element thus ob-
tained is further glued onto the shielding casing 66, pref-
erably onto its bottom wall 664.

[0014] Shielding casing 66 is directly fixed to outer ring
44 via outer cylindrical wall 666. Outer cylindrical wall
666 comprises alternated blocking portions 666a and
snap portions 666b, which extend on equal angular sec-
tors with respect to axis X64 along the circumferential
direction of casing 66. Portions 666a and 666b are alter-
nated around axis X6, that is along a circumferential di-
rection of casing 66.

[0015] o denotes the apex angle of an angular sector
including a blocking portion 666a, § denotes the apex
angle of an angular sector including a snap portion 666b.
Depending on the number of blocking portions 666b, the
value of angle o and the value of angle 8 can vary and
be adapted.

[0016] Inthe example of the figures, casing 66 includes
five blocking portions 666a and five snap portions 666b
and angles o and 3 are both approximately equal to 30°.
[0017] Optionally, snap portions 666b are substantially
of the same length in the circumferential direction. In oth-
er words, apex angles B are equal to each other. In the
same way, blocking portions 666a are optionally of the
same length in the circumferential direction. In other
words, apex angles o are equal to each other.

[0018] Blocking portions 666a permit to accurately po-
sition casing 66 with respect to a lateral surface 440 of
outer ring 44. As an optional embodiment, lateral surface
440 preferably extends perpendicularly to axis X-X'. An
axial edge 666a1 of each blocking portion 666a abuts
against surface 440 along axis X-X'.

[0019] Snap portions 666b extend along axis X64 and
protrude axially with respect to edges 666a1 towards
balls 45. Thus, snap portions 666b can be inserted inside
outer ring 44, which comprises, on its inner surface 442,
a recess 444. As an optional embodiment, surface 442
is preferably cylindrical. P denotes a median plane of
bearing 4, this plane being perpendicular to axis X-X' and
located mid-way between lateral surfaces 440 and 442
of outer ring 44. The diameter of recess 444 increases
from lateral surface 440 towards plane P. In a non-shown
alternate embodiment, recess 444 can be replaced by a
peripheral groove having the same function.

[0020] When notinserted inrecess 444, snap portions
666b have a diverging shape, with a diameter which in-
creases from the annular portion of wall 666 towards the
free ends 666b1 of snap portions 666b. Thus, when not
stressed by outer ring 44, the outer surface of snap por-
tions 666b has a maximal diameter superior to the diam-
eter of recess 444 at its minimal value, near lateral sur-
face 440. Therefore snap portions 666b exert an out-
wardly directed elastic force F on recess 444, which guar-
antees the immobilization of casing 66 with respect to
outer ring 44. More precisely, snap portions 666b guar-
antee the fastening in rotation of casing 66 with outer ring
44, by friction.

[0021] The snap portions 666b guarantee also an ac-
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curate radial positioning of the sensor body 64 with re-
spect to the encoder element 62.

[0022] Snap portions are provided, next to free ends
666b1, with end parts or noses 666b2 adapted to coop-
erate with a tapered entry edge 444a of recess 444 upon
mounting of casing 66 in outer ring 44. Inwardly bent
noses 666b2 defines a curved outer surface which slides
on edge 444a, provoking an elastic deformation of snap
portions 666b towards axis X-X’ when they are inserted
inside recess 444 along an axial direction parallel to axis
X-X’, as shown by arrow A1. When the insertion of snap
portions 666b goes further, and until edges 666a1 come
into abutment against lateral surfaces 440, snap portions
666b expand into the larger portion of recess 444.
[0023] The combination of snap portions 666b with
blocking portions 666a permits to both fasten in rotation
casing 66 to outerring 44 and to accurately position sens-
ing element 640 with respect to encoder element 62, im-
proving the sensing accuracy of sensor unit 6.

[0024] The alternation of snap portions 666b and
blocking portions 666a along the circumferential direction
of casing 66, that is around axes X6 and X-X', permits a
satisfying mounting stability. The separation between the
two functions allows a better working efficiency for both
of them.

[0025] In order to obtain an optimal mounting, casing
66 comprises five blocking portions 666a alternated with
five snap portions 666b. As a non-shown embodiment,
casing 66 may comprise different numbers of blocking
and snap portions, but comprises at least one blocking
portion and one snapping portion and preferably two
blocking portions and two snapping portions.

[0026] In an alternative embodiment, snap portions
666b can be inserted outside outer ring 44, in a recess
made on its outer and preferably cylindrical surface.
[0027] According to a non-shown embodiment, the
casing 66 comprises an outer cylindrical wall 666 but no
radial bottom wall 664 nor inner cylindrical wall 662.
[0028] According to another non-shown embodiment,
the rotatable ring may be outer ring 44, while casing 66
and sensing element may be fixed to non-rotatable inner
ring 42. In such a case, the snap portions and the block-
ing portions can be provided on inner cylindrical wall 662
of casing 66 and the recess is provided on the outer or
inner preferably cylindrical surface of the inner ring.
[0029] The technical features of the embodiments and
variants considered here-above can be combined.

Claims

1. An instrumented bearing (2) comprising a bearing
(4) and a sensor unit (6) for sensing the angular po-
sition of the rotatable ring (42) with respect to the
fixed ring (44) of the bearing (4), said sensor unit
comprising an encoder element (62) which is fast
with the rotatable ring (42), and a sensing element
(640) fast with the fixed ring (44), adapted to sense
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10.

a parameter representative of the rotation speed of
the rotatable ring (42), the sensing element (640)
being mounted in a casing (66) fast with the fixed
ring (44), wherein the casing (66) comprises a pe-
ripheral wall (666; 662) mounted on the fixed ring
(44) and which includes at least one snap portion
(666b) adapted to be received in a recess (444) of
a surface (442) of the fixed ring (44), and at least
one axial blocking portion (666a) adapted to abut
against a lateral surface (440) of the fixed ring (44),
and wherein the or each snap portion (666b) and the
or each blocking portion (666a) are alternated
around a central axis (X6) of the casing (66).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 1 wherein
there are at least two snap portions (666b) and at
least two blocking portions (666a).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 2, wherein
the blocking portions (666a) and the snap portions
(666b) extend on alternate angular sectors.

Instrumented bearing according to claim 3, wherein
the snap portions (666b) are substantially of the
same length in the circumferential direction.

Instrumented bearing according to one of claims 3
and 4, wherein the blocking portions (666a) are sub-
stantially of the same length in the circumferential
direction.

Instrumented bearing according to any of claims 3
to 5, wherein the casing (66) comprises five snap
portions (666b) and five blocking portions (666a),
and wherein the apex angles (o, B) of said angular
sectors have respectively a value approximately of
30°.

Instrumented bearing according to any preceding
claim, wherein the or each snap portion (666b) and
the or each blocking portion (666a) are provided on
a same wall (666 ; 662) of the casing (66).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 7, wherein
the wall (666, 662) is cylindrical and centred on the
central axis (X6) of the casing (66).

Instrumented bearing according to any preceding
claim, wherein the fixed ring is the outer ring (44) of
the bearing (4), wherein the recess (444) is provided
on the inner cylindrical surface (442) of the outer ring
(44) and wherein the or each snap portion (666b)
and the or each blocking portion (666a) are provided
on an outer cylindrical wall (666) of the casing (66).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 9, wherein
the maximal diameter of the or each snap portion
(666b), when non stressed by the outer ring (44), is
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superior to the minimal diameter of the recess (444).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 10, wherein
the recess (444) has a diameter, which increases
from said lateral surface (440) towards a median
plane (P) of the bearing (4).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 11, wherein
the or each snap portion (666b) have a diameter
which increases towards a median plane (P) of the
bearing (4).

Instrumented bearing according to claim 12, wherein
the or each snap portion (666b) has an inwardly bent
end part (666b2) adapted to slide against a tapered
entry edge (444a) of the recess (444).

Instrumented bearing according to one of claims 1
to 8, wherein the fixed ring is the inner ring (42) of
the bearing, wherein the recess is provided on the
outer cylindrical surface of the inner ring (42) and
wherein the snap portions (666b) and the blocking
portions (666a) are provided on an inner cylindrical
wall (662) of the casing (6).

Instrumented bearing according to any preceding
claim, wherein the bearing (4) is of the rolling type
and comprises rolling elements (45) located be-
tween the fixed ring (44) and the rotating ring (42).
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