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(54) Method for inspecting an elongated element made of fibrous material

(57) A method for inspecting an elongated element
for smoking articles comprises the steps of: obtaining at
least a first profile (2) of a first measurable physical quan-
tity, for example density, and a second profile (4) of a
second measurable physical quantity, for example hu-
midity, by means of at least one sensor interacting with
the elongated element along the same elongated ele-
ment; processing at least one of the first profile (2) and
the second profile (4) to determine the presence of at
least one capsule made of non-fibrous material, for ex-
ample an aromatising additive inserted inside the elon-
gated element; if the capsule is present, evaluating the
intactness of the capsule, comparing the first (2) and the

second profile (4) respectively with a first (16, 17) and
second threshold reference (21, 22). The method further
comprises the steps of moving the first profile (2) and the
second profile (4) to an ideal reference position of the
capsule along the elongated element; establishing, dur-
ing the operational functioning, the first threshold refer-
ence (16, 17) by statistical processing of the first profile
(2); establishing the second threshold reference (21, 22)
by statistical processing of the second profile (4), the first
and the second statistical processing being performed
respectively on moved profiles of a preceding inspection
cycle, defined by a predetermined number of inspected
elements.
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