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(54) Telescopic clothes drying rack

(57) A telescopic clothes drying rack (10), comprising
a quadrangular frame (11) with first, tubular, rodlike com-
ponents (12) which define a main rack (13) for hanging
laundry, and with supporting legs (14); the main rack (13)
is extendable in the direction of extension of the first rod-
like components (12) by way of at least one associated
extractable secondary rack (15), which comprises a U-
shaped frame (17) from which second rodlike compo-
nents (18) extend which can be extracted telescopically

from the first rodlike elements (12), the lateral bars (19,
20) of the U-shaped frame (17) of the secondary rack
(15) being arranged so as to slide externally to the lon-
gitudinal members (21, 22) of the main rack (13), each
one supported and guided by a corresponding support
(23, 24) on which a through hole (25, 26) for the guiding
and sliding of the corresponding lateral bar (19, 20) is
defined, the support (23, 24) being fixed to the quadran-
gular frame (11).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a telescopic
clothes drying rack.
[0002] Nowadays a type of clothes drying rack is
known and widespread, known as ’telescopic’, which
comprises a quadrangular frame with first, tubular rodlike
components, which define, with the quadrangular frame
structure, a main rack for hanging laundry; supporting
legs, generally of the folding scissors type, are pivoted
to the longitudinal members of the frame by way of pin
holder blocks.
[0003] The main rack is extendable in the direction of
extension of the first rodlike components by way of at
least one associated extractable secondary rack, which
comprises a U-shaped frame from which extend second
rodlike components which can be extracted telescopical-
ly from the first rod-like elements.
[0004] A similar telescopic clothes drying rack is dis-
closed, for example, in EP2078785A1 in the name of
GIMI S.P.A., and in german utility model patent
DE202004011846 by SUPERBETA S.P.A..
[0005] Such telescopic clothes drying racks, although
appreciated can be improved.
[0006] In fact, the telescopic nature of such clothes dry-
ing racks means that the lateral bars of the U-shaped
frame slide within the longitudinal members of the quad-
rangular frame of the main rack.
[0007] Such technical solution requires that the tubes
that define the longitudinal members have openings to
the environment, i.e. openings from which the bars of the
frames of the secondary side racks extend; such open-
ings risk defeating the external anti-corrosion paint treat-
ments carried out on such tubes, which are usually made
of carbon steel and thus are subject to corrosion, it is
thus possible for the corrosion to set in from the inner
surface of the tubes, which by way of the openings can
be affected by humidity and environmental agents in gen-
eral.
[0008] An additional drawback of such clothes drying
racks consists in that, since the longitudinal members of
the main rack are available for the translation within them
of the bars of the frames of the side racks, the legs of the
clothes drying rack are not pivoted to such longitudinal
members, but to plastic blocks or other equivalent addi-
tional parts, made specially and fixed to surround the
longitudinal members, such blocks having an especially
contoured and perforated portion in order to allow the
hingeing of the legs.
[0009] The use of a block of plastic, or other equivalent
additional part, involves a cost in terms of production and
assembly.
[0010] The aim of the present invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that is capable of overcom-
ing the above mentioned drawbacks suffered by conven-
tional telescopic clothes drying racks.
[0011] Within this aim, an object of the invention is to
provide a telescopic clothes drying rack that is more re-

sistant to corrosion with respect to the prior art.
[0012] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that is simpler and inex-
pensive both in terms of production and in terms of as-
sembly.
[0013] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that is made using stand-
ardized components that can also be used for making
clothes drying racks of different types.
[0014] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that can be produced using
known systems and technologies.
[0015] This aim and these and other objects which will
become better evident hereinafter are achieved by a tel-
escopic clothes drying rack, comprising a quadrangular
frame with first, tubular rodlike components, which define
a main rack for hanging laundry, and with supporting legs,
said main rack being extendable in the direction of ex-
tension of said first rodlike components by way of at least
one associated extractable secondary rack, which com-
prises a U-shaped frame from which second rodlike com-
ponents  extend which can be extracted telescopically
from said first rodlike elements, characterized in that
the lateral bars of said U-shaped frame of the at least
one extractable secondary rack are arranged so as to
slide externally to the longitudinal members of said main
rack, each one of said lateral bars being supported and
guided by a corresponding support on which a through
hole for the guiding and sliding of the corresponding lat-
eral bar is defined, said support being fixed to said quad-
rangular frame.
[0016] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will become better apparent from the descrip-
tion of a preferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of the
telescopic clothes drying rack according to the invention,
which is illustrated by way of non-limiting example in the
accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention in a first configuration
of use;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention in a second configu-
ration of use;
Figure 3 is an exploded perspective view of part of
the clothes drying rack according to the invention;
Figure 4 is an additional perspective view of a differ-
ent part of the clothes drying rack according to the
invention;
Figure 5 is a detail of the clothes drying rack accord-
ing to the invention;
Figure 6 shows further details of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention.

[0017] With reference to the figures, a telescopic
clothes drying rack according to the invention is generally
designated with the reference numeral 10.
[0018] The clothes drying rack 10 comprises a quad-

1 2 



EP 2 695 987 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

rangular frame 11 with first rodlike components 12, tu-
bular, which define a main rack 13 for hanging laundry.
[0019] The clothes drying rack 10 comprises support-
ing legs which should be understood as being of known
type.
[0020] The main rack 13 is extendable in the direction
of extension of the first rodlike components 12 by way of
two opposite extractable secondary racks 15 and 16.
[0021] Each secondary rack, for example the rack 15,
clearly visible in exploded form in Figure 3, comprises a
U-shaped frame 17 from which extend second rodlike
components 18, which can be extracted telescopically
from the first, tubular rod-like elements 12.
[0022] Such first, tubular rod-like elements 12 are ob-
viously understood to be of conventional type.
[0023] The peculiarity of the clothes drying rack 10 ac-
cording to the invention is that the lateral bars 19 and 20
of the U-shaped frame 17 of the secondary rack 15 are
arranged so as to slide externally to the longitudinal mem-
bers 21 and 22 of the main rack 13.
[0024] Each one of the lateral bars 19 and 20 is sup-
ported and guided by a corresponding support 23 and
24 on which a through hole 25 and 26 respectively is
defined, for the guiding and sliding of the corresponding
lateral bar 18 or 19.
[0025] The support 23 and 24 is fixed to the quadran-
gular frame 11, as described in more detail hereinafter.
[0026] Each support, 23 and 24, is constituted by a
block made of plastic material, on which there is a first
portion, 27 and 28 respectively, which is contoured so
as to accommodate by snap interlocking a corresponding
longitudinal member 21 or 22 of the quadrangular frame
11, and a second portion 29 and 30 on which the through
hole 25 and 26 is defined for the passage and support
of the lateral bar 19 or 20.
[0027] Two symmetrical blocks made of plastic mate-
rial, which define the supports 23 and 24, are joined by
an intermediate portion 31 for covering a corresponding
crossmember, 32 or 33, of the quadrangular frame 11.
[0028] The two blocks made of plastic material which
define the supports 23 and 24, and the intermediate por-
tion 31 are provided monolithically by molding plastic ma-
terial.
[0029] The intermediate portion 31 is also contoured
so as to accommodate by snap interlocking the respec-
tive crossmember 32 or 33.
[0030] A guiding and stroke limiting slider 36 and 37 is
fixed to the free end 34 and 35 of each lateral bar 19 and
20 of the U-shaped frame 17 of a secondary rack 15 and
16, as shown in Figures 4, 5 and 6.
[0031] Each guiding and stroke limiting slider, for ex-
ample 36, comprises a first portion 38 for fixing to the
free end 34 or 35, and a second, substantially annular
portion 39 which is adapted to surround the correspond-
ing longitudinal member 21 or 22.
[0032] The first portion 38 is also substantially annular,
with a wall 40 for covering the edge of the free end 34 or
35 of the corresponding lateral bar 19 or 20.

[0033] The guiding and stroke limiting sliders 36 and
37 are fixed to the respective free end of the lateral bars
by way of a pin 48 or 49.
[0034] The second rodlike components 18 are consti-
tuted in pairs by a portion of metallic wire 42 which is
bent into a U-shape.
[0035] The central portion 43 of the U-shaped frame
17 has holes 44 for the passage of the rodlike compo-
nents 18, and longitudinal recesses 45 which are con-
toured to each receive a corresponding transverse por-
tion 46 of the metallic wire which is bent into a U-shape 42.
[0036] The central portion 43 and the transverse por-
tions 45 are covered by a panel 47, made of plastic ma-
terial, which is contoured for engagement by snap inter-
locking with the central portion 43.
[0037] Such telescopic clothes drying rack 10 as de-
scribed above fully achieves the intended aim and ob-
jects.
[0038] In fact, with the invention a telescopic clothes
drying rack 10 is devised which is more resistant to cor-
rosion with respect to the prior art, since the quadrangular
frame 11 of the central rack 13 has no opening for the
passage of the lateral bars 10 and 20 of the frame 17 of
the side racks 15 or 16 within the quadrangular frame
11, since such lateral bars 19 and 20 slide externally to
the longitudinal members 21 and 22 of the quadrangular
frame 11.
[0039] Moreover, with the invention a telescopic
clothes drying rack 10 is devised in which the legs 14 are
pivoted directly to the quadrangular frame 11 and not to
an intermediate block made of plastic material which is
especially made and installed; in fact, since the lateral
bars of the U-shaped frame of the side racks slide exter-
nally to the longitudinal members of the quadrangular
frame, those same longitudinal members are available
to be passed through by a pin for the coupling of the legs,
thus simplifying the components of the clothes drying
rack overall, as well as its assembly.
[0040] Moreover, with the invention a telescopic
clothes drying rack is devised which is simpler and inex-
pensive both in terms of production and in terms of as-
sembly; in fact the quadrangular frame 11 is standardized
so as to be usable in the same way for the production of
a clothes drying rack with secondary racks that fold in
the manner of a book, and the application of the tele-
scopically extractable secondary racks is easily obtain-
able with the use of the supports 23 and 24 and the ap-
plication of stroke limiting sliders 36 and 37 to the lateral
bars of the U-shaped frames 17 of the secondary racks
15 and 16.
[0041] Last but not least, with the invention a telescopic
clothes drying rack is devised which can be produced
using known systems and technologies.
[0042] The invention, thus conceived, is susceptible of
numerous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the appended claims. Moreover, all
the details may be substituted by other, technically equiv-
alent elements.
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[0043] In practice the materials employed, provided
they are compatible with the specific use, and the con-
tingent dimensions and shapes, may be any  according
to requirements and to the state of the art.
[0044] The disclosures in Italian Patent Application No.
PD2012A000244 from which this application claims pri-
ority are incorporated herein by reference.
[0045] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, such reference
signs have been inserted for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such
reference signs do not have any limiting effect on the
interpretation of each element identified by way of exam-
ple by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A telescopic clothes drying rack (10), comprising a
quadrangular frame (11) with first rodlike compo-
nents (12) which define a main rack (13) for hanging
laundry, and with supporting legs (14), said main
rack (13) being extendable in the direction of exten-
sion of said first rodlike components (12) by way of
at least one associated extractable secondary rack
(15), which comprises a U-shaped frame (17) from
which second rodlike components (18) extend which
can be extracted telescopically from said first rodlike
elements (12), characterized in that the lateral bars
(19, 20) of said U-shaped frame (17) of the at least
one extractable secondary rack (15) are arranged
so as to slide externally to the longitudinal members
(21, 22) of said main rack (13), each one of said
lateral bars (19, 20) being supported and guided by
a corresponding support (23, 24) on which a through
hole (25, 26) for the guiding and sliding of the corre-
sponding lateral bar (19, 20) is defined, said support
(23, 24) being fixed to said quadrangular frame (11).

2. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that each support (23, 24) is constituted
by a block made of plastic material, on which there
is a first portion (27, 28), which is contoured so as
to accommodate by snap interlocking a correspond-
ing longitudinal member (21, 22) of the quadrangular
frame (11), and a second portion (29, 30), on which
the through hole (25, 26) is defined for the passage
and support of the lateral bar (19, 20).

3. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that two symmetrical blocks made of
plastic material, which define the support (23, 24),
are joined by an intermediate portion (31) for cover-
ing a corresponding crossmember (32, 33) of the
quadrangular frame (11).

4. The clothes drying rack according to claim 3, char-
acterized in that said two blocks made of plastic

material that define the supports (23, 24) and the
intermediate portion (31) are provided monolithically
by molding  plastic material.

5. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that a guiding and stroke limiting slider
(36, 37) is fixed to a free end (34, 35) of each lateral
bar (19, 20) of the U-shaped frame (17) of a second-
ary rack (15, 16).

6. The clothes drying rack according to claim 5, char-
acterized in that each guiding and stroke limiting
slider (36, 37) comprises a first portion (38) for fixing
to a free end (34, 35) of a lateral bar (19, 20) and a
second, substantially annular portion (39) which is
adapted to surround a corresponding longitudinal
member (21, 22).

7. The clothes drying rack according to claim 6, char-
acterized in that said first portion (38) is annular,
with a wall (40) for covering the edge of the free end
(34, 35) of the corresponding lateral bar (19, 20).

8. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that said second rodlike components
(18) are constituted in pairs by a portion of metallic
wire (42) which is bent into a U-shape.
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