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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a telescopic
clothes drying rack.

[0002] Nowadays a type of clothes drying rack is
known and widespread, known as ’telescopic’, which
comprises a quadrangular frame with first, tubular rodlike
components, which define, with the quadrangular frame
structure, a main rack for hanging laundry; supporting
legs, generally of the folding scissors type, are pivoted
to the longitudinal members of the frame by way of pin
holder blocks.

[0003] The main rack is extendable in the direction of
extension of the first rodlike components by way of at
least one associated extractable secondary rack, which
comprises a U-shaped frame from which extend second
rodlike components which can be extracted telescopical-
ly from the first rod-like elements.

[0004] A similar telescopic clothes drying rack is dis-
closed, for example, in EP2078785A1 in the name of
GIMI S.P.A., and in german utilty model patent
DE202004011846 by SUPERBETA S.P.A..

[0005] Such telescopic clothes drying racks, although
appreciated can be improved.

[0006] Infact, the telescopic nature of such clothes dry-
ing racks means that the lateral bars of the U-shaped
frame slide within the longitudinal members of the quad-
rangular frame of the main rack.

[0007] Such technical solution requires that the tubes
that define the longitudinal members have openings to
the environment, i.e. openings from which the bars of the
frames of the secondary side racks extend; such open-
ings risk defeating the external anti-corrosion paint treat-
ments carried out on such tubes, which are usually made
of carbon steel and thus are subject to corrosion, it is
thus possible for the corrosion to set in from the inner
surface of the tubes, which by way of the openings can
be affected by humidity and environmental agentsin gen-
eral.

[0008] An additional drawback of such clothes drying
racks consists in that, since the longitudinal members of
the main rack are available for the translation within them
of the bars of the frames of the side racks, the legs of the
clothes drying rack are not pivoted to such longitudinal
members, but to plastic blocks or other equivalent addi-
tional parts, made specially and fixed to surround the
longitudinal members, such blocks having an especially
contoured and perforated portion in order to allow the
hingeing of the legs.

[0009] The use of a block of plastic, or other equivalent
additional part, involves a cost in terms of production and
assembly.

[0010] The aim of the present invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack thatis capable of overcom-
ing the above mentioned drawbacks suffered by conven-
tional telescopic clothes drying racks.

[0011] Within this aim, an object of the invention is to
provide a telescopic clothes drying rack that is more re-
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sistant to corrosion with respect to the prior art.

[0012] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that is simpler and inex-
pensive both in terms of production and in terms of as-
sembly.

[0013] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that is made using stand-
ardized components that can also be used for making
clothes drying racks of different types.

[0014] Another object of the invention is to provide a
telescopic clothes drying rack that can be produced using
known systems and technologies.

[0015] This aim and these and other objects which will
become better evident hereinafter are achieved by a tel-
escopic clothes drying rack, comprising a quadrangular
frame with first, tubular rodlike components, which define
amain rack for hanging laundry, and with supporting legs,
said main rack being extendable in the direction of ex-
tension of said first rodlike components by way of at least
one associated extractable secondary rack, which com-
prises a U-shaped frame from which second rodlike com-
ponents extend which can be extracted telescopically
from said first rodlike elements, characterized in that
the lateral bars of said U-shaped frame of the at least
one extractable secondary rack are arranged so as to
slide externally to the longitudinal members of said main
rack, each one of said lateral bars being supported and
guided by a corresponding support on which a through
hole for the guiding and sliding of the corresponding lat-
eral bar is defined, said support being fixed to said quad-
rangular frame.

[0016] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will become better apparent from the descrip-
tion of a preferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of the
telescopic clothes drying rack according to the invention,
which is illustrated by way of non-limiting example in the
accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention in a first configuration
of use;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention in a second configu-
ration of use;

Figure 3 is an exploded perspective view of part of
the clothes drying rack according to the invention;
Figure 4 is an additional perspective view of a differ-
ent part of the clothes drying rack according to the
invention;

Figure 5 is a detail of the clothes drying rack accord-
ing to the invention;

Figure 6 shows further details of the clothes drying
rack according to the invention.

[0017] With reference to the figures, a telescopic
clothes drying rack according to the invention is generally
designated with the reference numeral 10.

[0018] The clothes drying rack 10 comprises a quad-
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rangular frame 11 with first rodlike components 12, tu-
bular, which define a main rack 13 for hanging laundry.

[0019] The clothes drying rack 10 comprises support-
ing legs which should be understood as being of known
type.

[0020] The main rack 13 is extendable in the direction

of extension of the first rodlike components 12 by way of
two opposite extractable secondary racks 15 and 16.
[0021] Each secondary rack, for example the rack 15,
clearly visible in exploded form in Figure 3, comprises a
U-shaped frame 17 from which extend second rodlike
components 18, which can be extracted telescopically
from the first, tubular rod-like elements 12.

[0022] Such first, tubular rod-like elements 12 are ob-
viously understood to be of conventional type.

[0023] The peculiarity of the clothes drying rack 10 ac-
cording to the invention is that the lateral bars 19 and 20
of the U-shaped frame 17 of the secondary rack 15 are
arranged so as to slide externally to the longitudinal mem-
bers 21 and 22 of the main rack 13.

[0024] Each one of the lateral bars 19 and 20 is sup-
ported and guided by a corresponding support 23 and
24 on which a through hole 25 and 26 respectively is
defined, for the guiding and sliding of the corresponding
lateral bar 18 or 19.

[0025] The support 23 and 24 is fixed to the quadran-
gular frame 11, as described in more detail hereinafter.
[0026] Each support, 23 and 24, is constituted by a
block made of plastic material, on which there is a first
portion, 27 and 28 respectively, which is contoured so
asto accommodate by snap interlocking a corresponding
longitudinal member 21 or 22 of the quadrangular frame
11, and a second portion 29 and 30 on which the through
hole 25 and 26 is defined for the passage and support
of the lateral bar 19 or 20.

[0027] Two symmetrical blocks made of plastic mate-
rial, which define the supports 23 and 24, are joined by
an intermediate portion 31 for covering a corresponding
crossmember, 32 or 33, of the quadrangular frame 11.
[0028] The two blocks made of plastic material which
define the supports 23 and 24, and the intermediate por-
tion 31 are provided monolithically by molding plastic ma-
terial.

[0029] The intermediate portion 31 is also contoured
so as to accommodate by snap interlocking the respec-
tive crossmember 32 or 33.

[0030] A guiding and stroke limiting slider 36 and 37 is
fixed to the free end 34 and 35 of each lateral bar 19 and
20 of the U-shaped frame 17 of a secondary rack 15 and
16, as shown in Figures 4, 5 and 6.

[0031] Each guiding and stroke limiting slider, for ex-
ample 36, comprises a first portion 38 for fixing to the
free end 34 or 35, and a second, substantially annular
portion 39 which is adapted to surround the correspond-
ing longitudinal member 21 or 22.

[0032] Thefirst portion 38 is also substantially annular,
with a wall 40 for covering the edge of the free end 34 or
35 of the corresponding lateral bar 19 or 20.
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[0033] The guiding and stroke limiting sliders 36 and
37 are fixed to the respective free end of the lateral bars
by way of a pin 48 or 49.

[0034] The second rodlike components 18 are consti-
tuted in pairs by a portion of metallic wire 42 which is
bent into a U-shape.

[0035] The central portion 43 of the U-shaped frame
17 has holes 44 for the passage of the rodlike compo-
nents 18, and longitudinal recesses 45 which are con-
toured to each receive a corresponding transverse por-
tion 46 of the metallic wire which is bentinto a U-shape 42.
[0036] The central portion 43 and the transverse por-
tions 45 are covered by a panel 47, made of plastic ma-
terial, which is contoured for engagement by snap inter-
locking with the central portion 43.

[0037] Such telescopic clothes drying rack 10 as de-
scribed above fully achieves the intended aim and ob-
jects.

[0038] In fact, with the invention a telescopic clothes

drying rack 10 is devised which is more resistant to cor-
rosion with respect to the prior art, since the quadrangular
frame 11 of the central rack 13 has no opening for the
passage of the lateral bars 10 and 20 of the frame 17 of
the side racks 15 or 16 within the quadrangular frame
11, since such lateral bars 19 and 20 slide externally to
the longitudinal members 21 and 22 of the quadrangular
frame 11.

[0039] Moreover, with the invention a telescopic
clothes drying rack 10 is devised in which the legs 14 are
pivoted directly to the quadrangular frame 11 and not to
an intermediate block made of plastic material which is
especially made and installed; in fact, since the lateral
bars of the U-shaped frame of the side racks slide exter-
nally to the longitudinal members of the quadrangular
frame, those same longitudinal members are available
to be passed through by a pin for the coupling of the legs,
thus simplifying the components of the clothes drying
rack overall, as well as its assembly.

[0040] Moreover, with the invention a telescopic
clothes drying rack is devised which is simpler and inex-
pensive both in terms of production and in terms of as-
sembly; in factthe quadrangularframe 11 is standardized
so as to be usable in the same way for the production of
a clothes drying rack with secondary racks that fold in
the manner of a book, and the application of the tele-
scopically extractable secondary racks is easily obtain-
able with the use of the supports 23 and 24 and the ap-
plication of stroke limiting sliders 36 and 37 to the lateral
bars of the U-shaped frames 17 of the secondary racks
15 and 16.

[0041] Lastbutnotleast, with theinvention atelescopic
clothes drying rack is devised which can be produced
using known systems and technologies.

[0042] Theinvention, thus conceived, is susceptible of
numerous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the appended claims. Moreover, all
the details may be substituted by other, technically equiv-
alent elements.
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[0043] In practice the materials employed, provided
they are compatible with the specific use, and the con-
tingent dimensions and shapes, may be any according
to requirements and to the state of the art.

[0044] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, such reference
signs have been inserted for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such
reference signs do not have any limiting effect on the
interpretation of each element identified by way of exam-
ple by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A telescopic clothes drying rack (10), comprising a
quadrangular frame (11) with first rodlike compo-
nents (12) which define a main rack (13) for hanging
laundry, and with supporting legs (14), said main
rack (13) being extendable in the direction of exten-
sion of said first rodlike components (12) by way of
at least one associated extractable secondary rack
(15), which comprises a U-shaped frame (17) from
which second rodlike components (18) extend which
can be extracted telescopically from said first rodlike
elements (12), characterized in that the lateral bars
(19, 20) of said U-shaped frame (17) of the at least
one extractable secondary rack (15) are arranged
so as to slide externally to the longitudinal members
(21, 22) of said main rack (13), each one of said
lateral bars (19, 20) being supported and guided by
a corresponding support (23, 24) on which a through
hole (25, 26) for the guiding and sliding of the corre-
sponding lateral bar (19, 20) is defined, said support
(23, 24) being fixed to said quadrangular frame (11).

2. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized inthat each support (23, 24) is constituted
by a block made of plastic material, on which there
is a first portion (27, 28), which is contoured so as
to accommodate by snap interlocking a correspond-
ing longitudinal member (21, 22) of the quadrangular
frame (11), and a second portion (29, 30), on which
the through hole (25, 26) is defined for the passage
and support of the lateral bar (19, 20).

3. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that two symmetrical blocks made of
plastic material, which define the support (23, 24),
are joined by an intermediate portion (31) for cover-
ing a corresponding crossmember (32, 33) of the
quadrangular frame (11).

4. The clothes drying rack according to claim 3, char-
acterized in that said two blocks made of plastic
material that define the supports (23, 24) and the
intermediate portion (31) are provided monolithically
by molding plastic material.
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5. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that a guiding and stroke limiting slider
(36, 37) is fixed to a free end (34, 35) of each lateral
bar (19, 20) of the U-shaped frame (17) of a second-
ary rack (15, 16).

6. The clothes drying rack according to claim 5, char-
acterized in that each guiding and stroke limiting
slider (36, 37) comprises a first portion (38) for fixing
to a free end (34, 35) of a lateral bar (19, 20) and a
second, substantially annular portion (39) which is
adapted to surround a corresponding longitudinal
member (21, 22).

7. The clothes drying rack according to claim 6, char-
acterized in that said first portion (38) is annular,
with a wall (40) for covering the edge of the free end
(34, 35) of the corresponding lateral bar (19, 20).

8. The clothes drying rack according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that said second rodlike components
(18) are constituted in pairs by a portion of metallic
wire (42) which is bent into a U-shape.

Patentanspriiche

1. Teleskopischer Kleidungstrocknungsstander (10),
mit einem viereckigen Rahmen (11) mit ersten stab-
férmigen Bauteilen (12), welche ein Hauptgestell
(13) zum Aufhéngen von Wasche definieren, und mit
Stitzbeinen (14), wobei das Hauptgestell (13) in der
Erstreckungsrichtung der ersten stabférmigen Bau-
teile (12) mittels zumindest eines zugehdrigen aus-
ziehbaren sekundéaren Gestells (15) erweiterbar ist,
welches einen U-férmigen Rahmen (17) aufweist,
von welchem sich zweite stabférmige Bauteile (18)
erstrecken, welche teleskopisch von den ersten
stabférmigen Elementen (12) ausgezogen werden
kénnen, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Sei-
tenstangen (19, 20) des U-férmigen Rahmens (17)
des zumindest einen ausziehbaren sekundaren Ge-
stells (15) angeordnet sind, um auen an den Lang-
selementen (21, 22) des Hauptgestells (13) zu glei-
ten, wobei jede der Seitenstangen (19, 20) durch
eine entsprechende Stiitze (23, 24) gestiitzt und ge-
fuhrt ist, an welchen ein Durchgangsloch (25, 26)
zum Fihren und Gleiten der entsprechenden Sei-
tenstange (19, 20) definiert ist, wobei die Stitze (23,
24) am viereckigen Rahmen (11) befestigt ist.

2. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 1, da-

durch gekennzeichnet, dass jede Stiitze (23, 24)
durch einen aus Kunststoffmaterial bestehenden
Block gebildet ist, an welchem sich ein erster Teil
(27, 28), welcher konturiert ist, um durch einen
Schnappverschluss ein entsprechendes Langsele-
ment (21, 22) des viereckigen Rahmens (11) aufzu-
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nehmen, sowie ein zweiter Teil (29, 30) befindet, an
welchem das Durchgangsloch (25, 26) fir den
Durchgang und die Stiitze der Seitenstange (19, 20)
definiert ist.

3. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass zwei aus Kunststoff-
material bestehende symmetrische Blocke, welche
die Stutze (23, 24) definieren, durch einen Zwischen-
teil (31) zum Abdecken eines entsprechenden Que-
relements (32, 33) des viereckigen Rahmens (11)
verbunden sind.

4. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die zwei aus Kunst-
stoffmaterial bestehenden Blocke, die die Stlitzen
(23, 24) definieren, und der Zwischenteil (31) durch
Formen von Kunststoffmaterial monolithisch vorge-
sehen sind.

5. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass ein fiihrender und
hubbegrenzender Gleiter (36, 37) an einem freien
Ende (34, 35) jeder Seitenstange (19, 20) des U-
férmigen Rahmens (17) eines sekundaren Gestells
(15, 16) befestigt ist.

6. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 5, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass jeder fihrende und
hubbegrenzende Gleiter (36, 37) einen ersten Teil
(38) zum Befestigen an einem freien Ende (34, 35)
einer Seitenstange (19, 20) und einen zweiten, im
Wesentlichen ringférmigen Teil (39) aufweist, wel-
cher dazu ausgebildet ist, ein entsprechendes Lang-
selement (21, 22) zu umgeben.

7. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 6, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der erste Teil (38)
ringférmig ist, mit einer Wand (40) zum Abdecken
der Kante des freien Endes (34, 35) der entspre-
chenden Seitenstange (19, 20).

8. Kleidungstrocknungsstander nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die zweiten stabfor-
migen Bauteile (18) paarweise durch einen Teil von
metallischem Draht (42) gebildet sind, welcher in ei-
ne U-Form gebogen ist.

Revendications

1. Etendoir a linge télescopique (10), comprenant un
chéssis quadrangulaire (11) avec des premiers com-
posants en forme de tige (12) qui définissent une
premiere grille (13) destinée a suspendre du linge,
et avec des pieds de support (14), ladite premiére
grille (13) pouvant étre étendue suivant la direction
d’extension desdits premiers composants en forme
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de tige (12) au moyen d’au moins une grille secon-
daire extractible (15) associée, qui comprend un
chéssis en forme de U (17) a partir duquel des se-
conds composants en forme de tige (18) s’étendent,
lesquels peuvent étre extraits de maniére télescopi-
que a partir desdits premiers éléments en forme de
tige (12), caractérisé en ce que les barres latérales
(19, 20) dudit chassis en forme de U (17) de la au
moins une grille secondaire extractible (15) sont
agenceées afin de coulisser de maniére externe sur
les éléments longitudinaux (21, 22) de ladite grille
principale (13), chacune desdites barres latérales
(19, 20) étant supportée et guidée par un support
(23, 24) correspondant sur lequel un orifice traver-
sant (25, 26) destiné a assurer le guidage et le cou-
lissement de la barre latérale (19, 20) correspondan-
te est défini, ledit support (23, 24) étant fixé sur ledit
chéssis quadrangulaire (11).

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 1, caractéri-
sé en ce que chaque support (23, 24) est constitué
par un bloc réalisé en une matiere plastique, sur le-
quel se trouve une premiére partie (27, 28), qui est
profilée de maniéere a recevoir par verrouillage réci-
proque a encliquetage, un élément longitudinal (21,
22) correspondant du chassis quadrangulaire (11),
et une seconde partie (29, 30), sur laquelle l'orifice
traversant (25, 26) est défini afin d’assurer le passa-
ge et le support de la barre latérale (19, 20).

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 1, caractéri-
sé en ce que deux blocs symétriques realisés en
une matiere plastique, qui définissent le support (23,
24), sontreliés par une partie intermédiaire (31) afin
de recouvrir un élément transversal correspondant
(32, 33) du chassis quadrangulaire (11).

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 3, caractéri-
sé en ce que lesdits deux blocs réalisés en une ma-
tiere plastique qui définissent les supports (23, 24)
et la partie intermédiaire (31) sont agencés de ma-
niere monolithique par moulage d’'une matiére plas-
tique.

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 1, caractéri-
séen ce qu’un coulisseau de guidage etde limitation
de course (36, 37) est fixé sur une extrémité libre
(34, 35) de chaque barre latérale (19, 20) du chassis
en forme de U (17) d’une grille secondaire (15, 16).

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 5, caractéri-
sé en ce que chaque coulisseau de guidage et de
limitation de course (36, 37) comprend une premiére
partie (38) destinée a étre fixée a une extrémité libre
(34, 35) d’'une barre latérale (19, 20) et une seconde
partie sensiblement annulaire (39) qui est adaptée
de maniére a entourer un élément longitudinal (21,
22) correspondant.
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Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 6, caractéri-
sé en ce que ladite premiére partie (38) est annu-
laire, une paroi (40) étant destinée a recouvrir le bord
de l'extrémité libre (34, 35) de la barre latérale (19,
20) correspondante.

Etendoir a linge selon la revendication 1, caractéri-
sé en ce que lesdits seconds composants en forme
de barre (18) sont constitués par paires a partir d’'une
partie d’'un fil métallique (42) qui est pliée en une
forme de U.
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