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(54) Demountable propeller

(57) Present invention relates to a marine vessel pro-
peller comprising an even number of blades such as 4,
6, 8, which can be mounted or demounted to a hub made

of two parts each having the half of the blades. The blades
can be rigidly connected to each other by means of con-
necting members.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Present invention relates to a marine vessel
propeller comprising an even number of blades such as
4, 6, 8, which can be mounted or demounted to a hub
made of two parts each having the half of the blades.
The blades can be rigidly connected to each other by
means of connecting members.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

[0002] Propulsion required for the movement of marine
vessels sailing afloat such as boats, ships and under wa-
ter such as submarines is provided by propellers. Pro-
pellers, in general, consist of a central hub and plurality
of blades combined with the hub. The surfaces of the
propeller blades are generally helicoidal and the flowing
water is caught by the leading edge of the blade and
compressed on the helicoidal surface to form a pressure
and then it accelerates over the blade and leaves from
the trailing edge. The course of the fluid on blade surface,
and hence the water compression on blade surface affect
the amount of thrust to be obtained.
[0003] Propellers are conventionally cast in one piece
and produced after being machined. In other words, the
blades are integrally produced with the hub. This struc-
ture has some disadvantages: For example, blades, in
general, are not allowed to overlap for the removal of the
propellers from the cast mold, and for the surface ma-
chining after molding; and therefore such blades can get
slightly higher than surface area ratio 1:1, generally being
under value of 1 (e.g. 0,950). Another disadvantage of
the known propellers is that in case one of the blades is
damaged due to mechanical fatigue, external impacts,
or some ther reasons, the entire propeller needs to be
replaced. Moreover, in order to obtain a maximum thrust
from the blades which are radially aligned around the
hub, the blades need to be provided all through the hub
thickness (in other words in the direction of hub depth).
Manufacturing cost of such a structure of a complicated
geometry increases, because it requires a detailed plan-
ning during and before the operation; huge counter and
machine tracks are needed so as to cover the size of
whole propeller.
[0004] In order to overcome the abovementioned
drawbacks, propellers having demountable blades have
been introduced. Such propellers are known to have
some certain disadvantages such as having non-uni-
formly shaped blades. For example, each blade is likely
to have different mass from one another when they are
produced by casting which is widely-used in blade pro-
duction. This would inevitably lead to a decrease in thrust
performance of the propeller. In fact, the material discon-
tinuity that may occur inside the blade material during
casting of the blade or the fact that the blade form cannot
be always obtained in its same perfectness cause a bal-

ance problem in the propeller. On the other hand, the
connection of each blade to the hub may not be of the
desired rigidity. For example, the blade-hub connection
loses its rigidity because of the vibrations emerging in
time, and therefore the blade-to-hub connection weak-
ens and the propeller balance is negatively affected, as
a result of which the thrust performance decreases.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0005] The object of the present invention is to provide
a propeller which has an increased performance and
which can be produced relatively easily.
[0006] In accordance with this object, the present in-
vention relates to a propeller comprising a cylindrical hub
rotatable about an axis and a plurality of blades provided
radially around the hub, wherein the hub is made up of
a first part and a second part mounted to the first part in
the axial direction, wherein the first part comprises a plu-
rality of housings each having a relatively short space
and a relatively long space, the housings provided circu-
larly around the rotation axis; the second part comprises
a plurality of protrusions each having a relatively short
extension and a relatively long extension, the protrusions
provided circularly around the rotation axis, and wherein
the first part is rigidly mounted to the second part by a
plurality of connecting members.
[0007] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, each hub part is integrally produced
with its blades. The housings of the first hub part extend
from the surface where the first hub part is mounted to
the second hub part in a way that they are located around
the axis of the first hub part in an axial manner. Likewise,
the protrusions of the second hub part extend from the
surface where the second hub part is mounted to the first
hub part in a way that they are located around the axis
of the second hub part in an axial manner. When the hub
parts are combined with each other, the relatively long
and relatively short extensions of each protrusion are fit-
ted into the relatively long and relatively short spaces of
each housing respectively. The relatively short and rel-
atively long spaces forming each housing, and likewise
the relatively short and relatively long extensions forming
each protrusion are collaterally located. Therefore, while
the first hub and the second hub are being combined, it
is possible to fix one hub by rotating it slightly with respect
to the other. Otherwise, it is not possible to fix one hub
part without rotating it slightly with respect to the other
one, as the blades will clash.
[0008] Therefore, it becomes possible to produce pro-
pellers having bigger surface area ratio.
[0009] The connection of the hub parts with each other
is provided by means of preferably bolts and nuts. There-
fore holes are provided around the rotation axis of the
hub parts, all through the hub thickness.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

[0010] In order for the present invention to be under-
stood best with its main structure and the additional ele-
ments, it should be evaluated together with the figures
described below.

Figure 1 shows the perspective view of the propeller
according to the present invention in mounted posi-
tion.

Figure 2 shows the perspective view of the parts
making up of the propeller hub before they are com-
bined.

Figure 3 shows the perspective view of the parts
making up of the propeller hub before they are com-
bined.

Figure 4 shows the perspective view of the propeller
parts when they get closer to each other according
to position in Figure 3.

Figure 5 shows another perspective view of the parts
making up of the propeller hub before they are com-
bined.

Figure 6 shows an exploded perspective view of the
parts making up of the propeller hub.

Figure 7 shows a perspective view of the parts mak-
ing up of the propeller hub before they are combined
without the propeller blades.

Figure 8 shows a perspective view of the parts mak-
ing up of the propeller hub before they are combined
without the propeller blades.

Figure 9 shows a perspective view of the parts mak-
ing up of the propeller hub before they are combined
without the propeller blades.

Figure 10 shows a perspective view of the parts mak-
ing up of the propeller hub after they are combined
without the propeller blades.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

[0011] As it is shown in Figure 1, the present invention
comprises a propeller (1) to be used in moving a marine
vessel in the sea, a hub (2) of cylindrical form rotatable
about a rotation axis, and blades (4) which are arranged
radially around the hub (2). There is provided a shaft-
fitting opening (15) at the center of the hub (2). A shaft
connected to the marine vessel motor from one end is
inserted in the opening (15).
[0012] The hub (2) comprises a first hub part (2.1) and
a second hub part (2.2) which can be connected to the

first hub part (2.1). Each hub part (2.1, 2.2) comprises a
plurality of blades (4) which are produced preferably in
one-piece form with the respective hub part. When the
hub parts (2.1, 2.2) are mounted to one another, the
number of propeller blades reaches to an even number
such as 4, 6, 8.
[0013] The hub parts (2.1, 2.2) are mounted to one
another by getting axially one closer to another. However,
as it will be described in detail in the following, one of the
hub parts is rotated slightly with respect to the other dur-
ing the mounting process. The first hub part (2.1) com-
prises a plurality of housings (7) comprising one relatively
short space (5) and one relatively long space (6) which
are provided around the axis of the hub circularly. The
housings (7) of the first hub part (2.1) extend axially from
the surfaces (13) where the first hub part (2.1) and the
second hub part (2.2) are connected, and the housings
(7) being located around the first hub part (2.1). The rel-
atively short space (5) and the relatively long space (6)
forming each housing (7) extend collaterally.
[0014] The second hub part (2.2) comprises a plurality
of protrusions (10) each having a relatively short exten-
sion (8) and a relatively long extension (9), which are
provided circularly around the axis of the hub. The pro-
trusions (10) of the second hub part (2.2) extend axially
from the surfaces (14) where the second hub part (2.2)
is combined with the first hub part (2.1), and the protru-
sions (10) being located around the axis of the second
hub part (2.2). The relatively short extension (8) and the
relatively long extension (9) forming each protrusion (10)
extend collaterally. The contour of the inner surface of
the housings (7) is in a perfect conformity with the contour
of the outer surface of the protrusions (10); and when the
hub parts (2.2, 2.1) are mounted to one another, the pro-
trusions (10) are thoroughly fitted into the housings (7).
[0015] As the blades (4) are connected to the hub (2)
beginning from one end thereof to the other end through
the hub (2) thickness, it is not possible for the first hub
part (2.1) to be mounted to the second hub part (2.2) by
only moving axially the first hub part (2.1); as otherwise
the blades (4) of the first hub part (2.1) and the second
hub part (2.2) will clash. Therefore, the hub parts (2.1,
2.2) are sometimes moved axially and sometimes rotated
towards each other while they are being combined. In
order to assure that, the spaces (5,6) of each housing
(7) are formed as short and long, and the extensions (8,9)
to be fitted into the spaces (5,6) are also formed as short
and long.
[0016] In order to combine the hub parts (2.1, 2.2), a
relatively long extension (9) of the second hub part (2.2)
is aligned to a relatively short space (5) of the first hub
part (2.1) in the axial direction; and then the second hub
part (2.2) is moved towards the first hub part (2.1) in the
axial direction, and therefore the relatively long extension
(9) of the second hub part (2.2) tries to fit into the relatively
short space (5) on the first hub part (2.1). The other long
extensions (9) of the second hub part (2.2) start to fit into
the other short spaces (5) on the first hub part (2.1), be-
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cause the protrusions (10) on the second hub part (2.2)
and the housings (7) on the first hub part (2.1) have an-
gularly synchronized positions about the rotational axis
of the hub; and the number of protrusions (10) and hous-
ings (7) are the same. According to a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention, the number of dents (10)
is same with the number of blades on the second hub
part (2.2), and likewise the number of housings (7) is
same with the number of blades on the first hub part (2.1).
[0017] Depending on the blade angle and external ge-
ometry of the blades (4), while the second hub part (2.2)
is being moved towards the first hub part (2.1) in the axial
direction, sometimes it needs to be rotated, otherwise
the blades (4) of the second hub part (2.2) clash with the
blades (4) of the first hub part (2.1). This rotational move-
ment is performed towards the direction where the long
extension (9) of the second hub part (2.2) is located into
the relevant long space (6) on the first hub part (2.1).
Therefore, in this case, the relatively short extension (8)
of the second hub part (2.2) rotates towards the direction
where the relevant short space (5) on the first hub part
(2.1) is located and therefore a sufficient axial gap is pro-
vided between the blades (4), and then the second hub
part (2.2) is again moved towards the first hub part (2.1)
in the axial direction. These axial and rotational move-
ments are continued until the relatively long extension
(9) of the second hub part (2.2) is fitted into the corre-
sponding long space (6) on the first hub part (2.1) and
the relatively short extension (8) of the second hub part
(2.2) is fitted properly into the corresponding relatively
short space (5) on the first hub part (2.1).
[0018] The relatively short extension (8) and the rela-
tively long extension (9) together define a step-like form,
and likewise the relatively short space (5) and the rela-
tively long space (6) together define a step-like form
which provides an advantageous structure for the hub
parts (2.1, 2.2) to be combined with each other more
rigidly. Because the step-like form defines the connection
surfaces (13, 14) of the hub parts (2.1, 2.2) which are
orthogonal to the hub rotational axis, and holes (12) for
connecting members are formed which extend through
the hub (2) running from the connection surfaces (13, 14)
of each hub part (2.1, 2.2). In other words, the holes (12)
are formed through both the first hub part (2.1) and the
second hub part (2.2); and when the first hub part (2.1)
is combined with the second hub part (2.2), this is aligned
with the holes (12). A connecting member (11) such as
a bold is located into each hole (12).
[0019] This connecting member (11) may be a stud
bolt, the body of which is cylindrical flat, with a screwed-
end and having a nut; and the mechanical rigidity of this
bolt connection is provided by means of a corresponding
nut (19). When the connecting member (11) operates
(for example when the bolt is tightened), a rigid connec-
tion is provided between the first hub part (2.1) and the
second hub part (2.2) with the high friction force gener-
ated on the connection surfaces (13,14) of the hub parts
(2.1, 2.2). On the other hand, the step-like form defines

power transmission surfaces (18) around the hub (2) ax-
is, which extend through this axis and which are in contact
with each other. In addition to the above-mentioned fric-
tion force, by means of the power transmission surfaces
(18) which are in contact with each other, the power trans-
mission between the first hub part (2.1) and the second
hub part (2.2) is contributed.
[0020] After the connecting members (11) are fitted, a
conical hub case (16) is attached to the front part of the
propeller (1) facing the water, in a way that it will cover
the diameter of the hub; and this case (16) is fitted to the
hub (2) by means of bolts (20).

Claims

1. A propeller (1) comprising a cylindrical hub (2) rotat-
able about an axis; and a plurality of blades (4) pro-
vided radially around the hub (2), wherein the hub
(2) is made up of a first part (2.1) and a second part
(2.2) mounted to the first part (2.1) in the axial direc-
tion, wherein the first part (2.1) comprises a plurality
of housings (7) each having a relatively short space
(5) and a relatively long space (6), the housings (7)
provided circularly around the rotation axis; the sec-
ond part (2.2) comprises a plurality of protrusions
(10) each having a relatively short extension (8) and
a relatively long extension (9), the protrusions (10)
provided circularly around the rotation axis, and
wherein the first part (2.1) is rigidly mounted to the
second part (2.2) by a plurality of connecting mem-
bers (11).

2. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the hous-
ings (7) of the first part (2.1) extend from a surface
(13, 14) where the first hub part (2.1) is mounted to
the second hub part (2.2) in a way that they are lo-
cated around the axis of the first hub part (2.1) in an
axial manner.

3. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the pro-
trusions (10) of the second part (2.2) extend from a
surface (13, 14) where the second part (2.2) is
mounted to the first part (2.1) in a way that are located
around the axis of the second hub part (2.2) in an
axial manner.

4. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the rela-
tively short space (5) and the relatively long space
(6) forming each housing (7) are collaterally formed,
and the relatively short extension (8) and the rela-
tively long extension (9) forming each protrusion (10)
are collaterally formed.

5. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein each hous-
ing (7) has an inner surface contour and each pro-
trusion (10) has an outer surface contour, the inner
surface  contour and the outer surface contour being
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formed to be properly fitted one another when the
hub parts (2.1, 2.2) are mounted to one another.

6. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the pro-
trusions (10) on the second part (2.2) and the hous-
ings (7) on the first part (2.1) have angularly synchro-
nized positions about the rotational axis of the hub.

7. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the number
of protrusions (10) is same with that of the blades on
the second part (2.2), and the number of housings
(7) is same with that of the blades on the first part
(2.1).

8. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the rela-
tively short extension (8) and the relatively long ex-
tension (9) together define a step-like form, and the
relatively short space (5) and the relatively long
space (6) together define a step-like form.

9. A propeller according to Claim 8, wherein the step-
like form comprises connection surfaces (13, 14) be-
ing orthogonal to the hub rotational axis, and power
transfer surfaces (18) extending around and through
the hub axis which are in contact with each other.

10. A propeller according to Claim 1, wherein the blades
(4) of the respective hub part (2.1,2.2) are integral
(one-piece) with this corresponding hub part.
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