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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a rubber composition containing silica, which has an improved low-heat-
generation property.

Background Art

[0002] Recently, in association with the movement of global regulation of carbon dioxide emission associated with the
increase in attraction to environmental concerns, the demand for low fuel consumption by automobiles is increasing. To
satisfy the requirement, it is desired to reduce rolling resistance relating to tire performance. Heretofore, as a means for
reducing the rolling resistance of tires, a method of optimizing tire structures has been investigated; however, at present,
a technique of using a low-heat-generating rubber composition for tires has become employed as the most common
method.

[0003] For obtaining such a low-heat-generating rubber composition, there is known a method of using an inorganic
filler such as silica or the like.

[0004] However, in the rubber composition containing silica compounded therein, silica aggregates (owing to the
hydroxyl group in the surface of silica), and therefore, for preventing the aggregation, a silane coupling agent is used.
[0005] Accordingly, for successfully solving the above-mentioned problem by incorporation of a silane coupling agent,
various trials have been made for increasing the activity of the coupling function of the silane coupling agent.

[0006] For example, PTL 1 proposes a rubber composition containing, as basic components, at least (i) one diene
elastomer, (ii) a white filler as a reinforcing filler and (iii) an alkoxysilane polysulfide as a coupling agent (white filler/diene
elastomer) along with (iv) an enamine and (v) a guanidine derivative.

[0007] PTL 2 discloses a rubber composition containing, as basic components, at least (i) one diene elastomer, (ii) a
white filler as a reinforcing filler and (iii) an alkoxysilane polysulfide as a coupling agent (white filler/diene elastomer)
along with (iv) zinc dithiophosphate and (v) a guanidine derivative.

[0008] PTL 3 describes a rubber composition containing, as basic components, at least (i) a diene elastomer, (ii) an
inorganic filler as a reinforcing filler and (iii) an alkoxysilane polysulfide (PSAS) as an (inorganic filler/diene elastomer)
coupling agent, as combined with (iv) an aldimine (R-CH=N-R) and (v) a guanidine derivative.

[0009] Further, PTL 4 proposes arubber composition basically containing at least (i) a diene elastomer, (ii) an inorganic
filer as a reinforcing filer and (iii) an alkoxysilane polysulfide as a coupling agent, as combined with (iv) 1,2-dihydropyridine
and (v) a guanidine derivative. PTL 5 proposes a technique of increasing the activity of the coupling function of a silane
coupling agent in consideration of kneading conditions.

[0010] PTL 6 describes aninvention, in which silica having an average particle diameter of 10 wm or less and a specific
silane coupling agent are added to a rubber composition, thereby suppressing aggregation of the silica.

[0011] PTL 7 proposes a technique, in which silica that preferably has a n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide
(CTAB) adsorption specific surface area of from 60 to 250 X 102 m2/kg and an tea extract containing catechin are added
to a rubber composition, thereby preventing large aggregates of the silica from being present in the rubber composition.
[0012] Furthermore, PTL 8 and PTL 9 describe a rubber composition that has such a dispersion state that the area
ratio occupied by filler aggregates having a circle-equivalent diameter of 10 um or more based on the total observed
area in a dispersion evaluation method of observing a cut surface of a specimen by a dark field method is 2.0% or less.
[0013] However, there is a demand of a technique for further enhancing the low-heat-generation property of a rubber
composition containing silica.

Citation List
Patent Literatures
[0014]

PTL 1: JP-T 2002-521515
PTL 2: JP-T 2002-521516
PTL 3: JP-T 2003-530443
PTL 4: JP-T 2003-523472
PTL 5: W02008/123306

PTL 6: JP-A 2009-256576
PTL 7: JP-A 2010-031260



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2703 438 A1

PTL 8: JP-A 2010-248422
PTL 9: JP-A 2010-248423

Summary of Invention
Technical Problem

[0015] Under the circumstances, an object of the presentinvention is to provide a rubber composition that is improved
in low-heat-generation property.

Solution to Problem

[0016] In order to attain the object, the present inventors have paid attention to the dispersion state of silica in a rubber
composition, and tried to evaluate the dispersion state of silica by various measurement methods. As a result, it has
been found that the low-heat-generation property may be enhanced through reduction of the hysteresis properties
(particularly, tand) of the rubber composition by making an average aggregated aggregate area according to a particular
measurement method to be a particular value or less, and thus the present invention has been completed.

[0017] The presentinvention thus relates to a rubber composition containing: (A) a rubber component containing from
90 to 100% by mass of at least one kind of diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization and from 0 to 10% by
mass of another kind of diene rubber; (B) silica having a n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB) adsorption
specific surface area of 140 m2/g or more and less than 180 m2/g measured according to a method described in ASTM
D3765-92; (C) at least one silane coupling agent selected from a polysulfide compound and a thioester compound; and
(D) a vulcanization accelerator, the rubber composition after vulcanization having an average aggregated aggregate
area (nm2) of the silica of 2,200 or less.

Measurement method of average aggregated aggregate area:

an upper surface of a specimen of the rubber composition after vulcanization is cut in a direction making an angle
of 38° with respect to the upper surface of the specimen with an focused ion beam; then a smooth surface of the
specimen formed by cutting is imaged with a scanning electron microscope at an acceleration voltage of 5 kV in a
direction perpendicular to the smooth surface; the resulting image is converted to a binarized image of a rubber
portion and a silica portion as a filler of the specimen by the Otsu’s method; an aggregated aggregate area of the
silica portion is obtained based on the resulting binarized image; and the average aggregated aggregate area of
the silica portion is calculated in terms of number average (arithmetic average) per unit area (3 pm X 3 pm) from
a total surface area of the silica portion and the number of aggregated aggregates, provided that in the calculation,
a particle that is in contact with an edge of the image is not counted, and a particle of 20 pixels or less is assumed
to be noise and is not counted.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0018] According to the present invention, a rubber composition that is improved in low-heat-generation property may
be provided.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0019]

[Fig. 1]

Fig. 1 is a photograph showing an example of an FIB-SEM image obtained by imaging aggregated aggregates of
silica in the rubber composition of the present invention by the measurement method of an average aggregated
aggregate area according to the present invention.

[Fig. 2]

Fig. 2 is a photograph showing an example of a binarized image of the image shown in Fig. 1.

[Fig. 3]

Fig. 3 is a photograph showing a reference example of an FIB-SEM image obtained by imaging aggregated aggre-
gates of silica by the same method as in Fig. 1.

[Fig. 4]

Fig. 4 is a photograph showing an example of a binarized image of the image shown in Fig. 3.
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Description of Embodiments

[0020] The present invention will be described in detail below.

[0021] The rubber composition of the present invention contains: (A) a rubber component containing from 90 to 100%
by mass of at least one kind of diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization and from 0 to 10% by mass of
another kind of diene rubber; (B) silica having a n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB) adsorption specific
surface area of 140 m2/g or more and less than 180 m2/g measured according to a method described in ASTM D3765-92;
(C) at least one silane coupling agent selected from a polysulfide compound and a thioester compound; and (D) a
vulcanization accelerator, and the rubber composition after vulcanization has an average aggregated aggregate area
(nm2) of the silica of 2,200 or less. For further enhancing the low-heat-generation property of the rubber composition,
the average aggregated aggregate area (nm2) of the silica is preferably 2,100 or less, and more preferably 2,050 or
less. The average aggregated aggregate area (nm2) of the silica is preferably 300 or more, more preferably from 300
to 2,200, further preferably from 300 to 2,100, and particularly preferably from 300 to 2,050.

[0022] The measurement method of the average aggregated aggregate area is as follows. An upper surface of a
specimen of the rubber composition after vulcanization is cut in a direction making an angle of 38° with respect to the
upper surface of the specimen with a focused ion beam, and then a smooth surface of the specimen formed by cutting
is imaged with a scanning electron microscope at an acceleration voltage of 5 kV in a direction perpendicular to the
smooth surface. The resulting image is converted to a binarized image of a rubber portion and a silica portion as a filler
of the specimen by the Otsu’s method, an aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion is obtained based on the
resulting binarized image, and the average aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion is calculated in terms of
number average (arithmetic average) per unit area (3 pm X 3 wm) from the total surface area of the silica portion and
the number of aggregated aggregates. In the calculation, a particle that is in contact with an edge of the image is not
counted, and a particle of 20 pixels or less is assumed to be noise and is not counted.

[0023] Inthe measurement of the average aggregated aggregate area in the present invention, FIB-SEM, which is an
integrated equipment of a focused ion beam machining observation device (FIB) and a scanning electron microscope
(SEM), is preferably used. The scanning electron microscope (SEM) used is preferably an ultra low acceleration voltage
scanning electron microscope.

[0024] Examplesofthe FIB-SEM include "NOVA 200", atrade name (registered trademark), produced by FEI Company,
and "SMI-3050MS2", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Sl Nano Technology Inc., and "NOVA 200", a
trade name (registered trademark), produced by FEI Company, is preferably used.

[0025] For converting to a binarized image, an image processing device by the Otsu’s method may be used.

[0026] In the measurement of the average aggregated aggregate area in the present invention, The upper surface of
the specimen of the rubber composition after vulcanization is cut in a direction making an angle of 38° with respect to
the upper surface of the specimen with a focused ion beam, and then a smooth surface of the specimen formed by
cutting is imaged with a scanning electron microscope at an acceleration voltage of 5 kV in a direction perpendicular to
the smooth surface. In this method, a high precision image of the smooth cross sectional surface of the specimen
containing only the surface information of the cross sectional surface without conventional influence of fluctuation in
brightness, out of focus and the like. Accordingly, the dispersion state of the filler in the polymer material may be digitalized
based on the resulting high precision image, and the average aggregated aggregate area of the rubber composition
after vulcanization containing silica may be quantitatively evaluated. In the case where a specimen is cut with FIB, the
cut surface that is formed in a direction in parallel to the radiation direction of FIB becomes a smooth surface, and the
cut surface that is formed in a direction perpendicular to the radiation direction of FIB becomes a rough surface having
unevenness. Accordingly, the smooth surface to be imaged in the present invention means the cut surface that is formed
in a direction in parallel to the radiation direction of FIB.

[0027] Subsequently, the threshold value for binarization of the resulting image is determined by the Otsu’s method.
The resulting image is converted to a binarized image of the rubber portion and the silica portion as a filler of the specimen
with the threshold value, an aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion is obtained based on the resulting binarized
image, and the average aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion is calculated in terms of number average
(arithmetic average) per unit area (3 pum X 3 um) from the total surface area of the silica portion and the number of
aggregated aggregates. In the calculation, a particle that is in contact with an edge of the image is not counted, and a
particle of 20 pixels or less is assumed to be noise and is not counted.

[0028] Fig. 1is a photograph showing an example of an FIB-SEM image obtained by imaging aggregated aggregates
of silica in the rubber composition of the present invention by the measurement method of an average aggregated
aggregate area according to the present invention, and Fig. 2 is a photograph showing an example of a binarized image
of the image shown in Fig. 1.

[0029] Fig. 3 is a photograph showing a reference example of an FIB-SEM image obtained by imaging aggregated
aggregates of silica by the same method as in Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a photograph showing an example of a binarized
image of the image shown in Fig. 3.
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[0030] The aggregated aggregate in the present invention means an agglomerated matter of plural aggregates, and
encompasses a single aggregate. The aggregate (i.e., a primary aggregated matter) herein means a complex aggregated
form of silica formed by fusing primary particles of silica to form linear or irregularly branched chains, and may have a
size of from several ten to several hundred nanometers.

[0031] The aggregated aggregate in the present invention is far smaller than an agglomerate (i.e., a secondary ag-
gregated matter), which is considered to have, in general, a size of from several ten to several hundred micrometers,
and these are concepts that are completely different from each other.

[0032] The n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB) adsorption specific surface area (which may be herein-
after abbreviated as a "CTAB adsorption specific surface area") of silica is measured according to a method described
in ASTM D3765-92, as described above. However, small modifications are made in the method since the method
described in ASTM D3765-92 is a method of measuring a CTAB adsorption specific surface area of carbon black.
Specifically, IRB #3 (83.0 m2/g) as the standard product of carbon blackis not used, but a n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium
bromide (CTAB) standard solution is separately prepared, with which an Aerosol OT (sodium di-2-ethylhexyl sulfosuc-
cinate) solution is calibrated, and the specific surface area (m2/g) is calculated from the adsorption amount of CTAB
assuming that the adsorption cross section per one molecule of CTAB on the surface of hydrated silicic acid is 0.35
nm2. The modifications are made because it is considered that carbon black and hydrated silicic acid have surfaces that
are different from each other, and thus there is a difference therebetween in the CTAB adsorption amount on the same
surface area.

[Rubber Component (A)]

[0033] The rubber component (A) used in the rubber composition of the present invention contains from 90 to 100%
by mass of at least one kind of diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization and from 0 to 10% by mass of
another kind of diene rubber, and the diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization is preferably at least one kind
of rubber selected from unmodified styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber, modified styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber
having molecular chain ends modified with a tin compound, polybutadiene rubber (which may be hereinafter referred to
as "BR") and synthetic polyisoprene rubber (which may be hereinafter referred to as "IR"), and more preferably solution-
polymerized styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (which may be hereinafter referred to as "solution-polymerized SBR").
The solution-polymerized SBR is preferably unmodified styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (which may be hereinafter
referred to as "unmodified solution-polymerized SBR") and/or modified styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber having
molecular chain ends modified with a tin compound (which may be hereinafter referred to as "tin-modified solution-
polymerized

SBR").

[0034] The unmodified solution-polymerized SBR may be obtained by anionic polymerization or coordination polym-
erization, and is preferably produced by anionic polymerization.

[0035] The polymerization initiator used in the anionic polymerization may be an alkali metal compound, and preferably
a lithium compound. The lithium compound may be not only an ordinary lithium compound, but also a lithium compound
having a tin atom, which may be used for providing the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR, as described later.
[0036] The lithium compound is preferably a hydrocarbyllithium. The use of a hydrocarbyllithium provides styrene-
butadiene copolymer rubber having a hydrocarbyl group as a polymerization initiating terminal.

[0037] The hydrocarbyllithium used may be one having a hydrocarbyl group having from 2 to 20 carbon atoms, and
examples thereof include ethyllithium, n-propyllithium, isopropyllithium, n-butyllithium, sec-butyllithium, tert-butyllithium,
tert-octyllithium, n-decyllithium, phenyllithium, 2-naphthyllithium, 2-butyl-phenyllithium, 4-phenyl-butyllithium, cyclohex-
yllithium, cyclopentyllithium, and a reaction product of diisopropenylbenzene and butyllithium.

[0038] A randomizer, which may be arbitrarily selected from known compounds having been ordinarily used, may be
used depending on necessity. Specific examples thereof include an ether compound and a tertiary amine compound,
such as dimethoxybenzene, tetrahydrofuran, dimethoxyethane, diethylene glycol dibutyl ether, diethylene glycol dimethyl
ether, 2,2-bis(2-tetrahydrofuryl)-propane, triethylamine, pyridine, N-methylmorpholine, N,N,N’,N’-tetramethylethylene-
diamine and 1,2-dipiperidinoethane. A potassium salt compound, such as potassium tert-amilate and potassium tert-
butoxide, and a sodium salt compound, such as sodium tert-amilate, may also be used.

[0039] The production method of the styrene-butadiene copolymer by anionic polymerization is not particularly limited,
and known methods may be used. Specifically, styrene and 1, 3-butadiene may be anionically polymerized in an organic
solvent inert to the reaction, for example, a hydrocarbon solvent, such as an aliphatic, alicyclic or aromatic hydrocarbon
compound, with an organic lithium compound as a polymerization initiator, in the presence of the randomizer depending
on necessity, thereby providing the target styrene-butadiene copolymer. The temperature in the polymerization reaction
is generally selected from a range of from -80 to 150°C, and preferably from -20 to 100°C. The polymerization reaction
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may be performed under generated pressure, and in general, the operation is preferably performed under such a pressure
that is sufficient for maintaining the monomer in a substantially liquid phase. A higher pressure may also be used, and
the pressure may be obtained by a suitable method, for example, the reactor may be pressurized with a gas that is inert
to the polymerization reaction.

[0040] The tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR may be obtained in such a manner that after completing the po-
lymerization reaction of unmodified solution-polymerized SBR obtained above, a tin compound as a modifier is reacted
with the polymerization active end of the styrene-butadiene copolymer before terminating the polymerization.

[0041] Examples of the tin compound include tin tetrachloride, tributyltin chloride, trioctyltin chloride, dioctyltin dichlo-
ride, dibutyltin dichloride and triphenyltin chloride.

[0042] The tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR may also be obtained with a lithium compound having a tin atom
as the initiator of the anionic polymerization.

[0043] Examples of the lithium compound having a tin atom include a triorganotinlithium compound, such as tributyltin-
lithium and trioctyltinlithium.

[0044] The unmodified solution-polymerized SBR and the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR preferably contain
the styrene component in a range of from 5 to 50% by mass, more preferably in a range of from 10 to 50% by mass,
and further preferably in a range of from 15 to 45% by mass. The butadiene portion thereof preferably has a vinyl content
of 70% by mass or less.

[0045] The another kind of diene rubber in the rubber component (A) used in the rubber composition of the present
invention is preferably emulsion-polymerized styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (which may be hereinafter referred
to as "emulsion-polymerized SBR") and/or natural rubber. These kinds of diene rubber may be used solely or as a
mixture of two or more kinds thereof.

[Silica (B)]

[0046] The silica (B) used in the rubber composition of the present invention may be any one of commercially available
products, and among these, wet method silica, dry method silica and colloidal silica are preferably used, with wet method
silica being more preferably used. Wet method silica is classified into precipitation method silica and gel method silica,
and precipitation method silica is particularly preferred since it is easily dispersed in the rubber composition under
shearing on kneading and is excellent in reinforcing effect due to the surface reaction after dispersion.

[0047] Itis characteristic that the CTAB adsorption specific surface area of the silica (B) is 140 m2/g or more and less
than 180 m2/g.

[0048] Preferred examples of the precipitation method silica that has a CTAB adsorption specific surface area within
the range include "Nipsil AQ", a trade name (registered trademark) , produced by Tosoh Silica Corporation (CTAB
adsorption specific surface area: 160 m2/g) and "Zeosil 1165", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Rhodia,
Inc. (CTAB adsorption specific surface area: 160 m2/g).

[0049] The rubber composition of the present invention may contain carbon black depending on necessity in addition
to the silica (B). The use of carbon black contained provides such an effect that the electric resistance is lowered to
prevent static charge. The carbon black is not particularly limited, and examples thereof include high, medium or low
structure carbon black, such as SAF, ISAF, IISAF, N339, HAF, FEF, GPF and SRF grades, with carbon black of SAF,
ISAF, IISAF, N339, HAF and FEF grades being particularly preferably used. The carbon black used preferably has a
nitrogen adsorption specific surface area (N,SA measured according to JIS K6217-2

[0050] (2001)) of from 30 to 250 m2/g. The carbon black may be used solely or as a combination of two or more kinds
thereof.

[0051] The rubber composition of the present invention preferably contains the silica (B) in an amount of from 25 to
150 parts by mass per 100 parts by mass of the rubber component (A). The amount of 25 parts by mass or more is
preferred from the standpoint of securing the wet capability, and the amount of 150 parts by mass or less is preferred
from the standpoint of decreasing the rolling resistance. From the viewpoints, the silica (B) is more preferably contained
in an amount of from 25 to 120 parts by mass, and further preferably in an amount of 30 to 85 parts by mass, per 100
parts by mass of the rubber component (A).

[0052] The rubber composition of the present invention preferably contains afiller, such as carbon black, that is added
depending on necessity in addition to the silica (B) in an amount of from 25 to 170 parts by mass per 100 parts by mass
of the rubber component (A). The amount of 25 parts by mass or more is preferred from the standpoint of enhancing
the reinforcing property of the rubber composition, and the amount of 170 parts by mass or less is preferred from the
standpoint of decreasing the rolling resistance.

[0053] The amount of the silica (B) in the filler is preferably 40% by mass or more, and more preferably 70% by mass
or more, for achieving both the wet capability and the rolling resistance.
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[Silane Coupling Agent (C)]

[0054] The silane coupling agent (C) used in the rubber composition of the present invention is at least one silane
coupling agent that is necessarily selected from a polysulfide compound and a thioester compound. The polysulfide
compound and the thioester compound are preferred since they prevent scorch from occurring during kneading, thereby
enhancing the processability.

[0055] The at least one silane coupling agent (C) selected from a polysulfide compound and a thioester compound is
preferably at least one compound selected from the compounds represented by the following general formulae (1) to (1V).
[0056] By using the silane coupling agent (C), the rubber composition according to the method of the present invention
is further improved in the workability on processing rubber and may provide a pneumatic tire more excellent in wear
resistance.

[0057] Preferred examples of the polysulfide compound include the compounds represented by the general formula
(1) or (1), and preferred examples of the thioester compound include the compounds represented by the general formula
(1) or (IV).

[0058] The general formulae (l) to (V) are sequentially described below.

[0059] [Chem. 1]

(R10)3.,(R2),Si-R3-S, R3-Si(OR1); (R?), (n

wherein R, which may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from
1 to 8 carbon atoms, or a linear or branched alkoxylalkyl group, having from 2 to 8 carbon atoms; R2, which may be the
same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from 1 to 8 carbon atoms; R3, which
may be the same or different, each represents a linear or branched alkylene group, having from 1 to 8 carbon atoms; a
indicates from 2 to 6 as a mean value; p and r, which may be the same or different, each indicates from 0 to 3 as a mean
value, provided that both p and r are not 3 at the same time.

[0060] Specific examples of the silane coupling agent (C) represented by the above-mentioned general formula (1)
include bis(3-triethoxysilylpropyl) tetrasulfide, bis(3-trimethoxysilylpropyl) tetrasulfide, bis(3-methyldimethoxysilylpropyl)
tetrasulfide, bis(2-triethoxysilylethyl) tetrasulfide, bis(3-triethoxysilylpropyl) disulfide, bis(3-trimethoxysilylpropyl) di-
sulfide, bis(3-methyldimethoxysilylpropyl) disulfide, bis(2-triethoxysilylethyl) disulfide, bis(3-triethoxysilylpropyl) trisulfide,
bis(3-trimethoxysilylpropyl) trisulfide, bis(3-methyldimethoxysilylpropyl) trisulfide, bis(2-triethoxysilylethyl) trisulfide, bis
(3-monoethoxydimethylsilylpropyl) tetrasulfide, bis(3-monoethoxydimethylsilylpropyl) trisulfide, bis(3-monoethoxy-
dimethylsilylpropyl) disulfide, bis(3-monomethoxydimethylsilylpropyl) tetrasulfide, bis(3-monomethoxydimethylsilylpro-
pyl) trisulfide, bis(3-monomethoxydimethylsilylpropyl) disulfide, bis(2-monoethoxydimethylsilylethyl) tetrasulfide, bis(2-
monoethoxydimethylsilylethyl) trisulfide, bis(2-monoethoxydimethylsilylethyl) disulfide.

[0061]

[Chem. 2]

3]
Ty 0

| ; I o -
R4r—5‘|,.i—ﬂ7—s-"0mﬂg -« = ()
6

RZ

wherein R4 represents a monovalent group selected from -Cl, -Br, R%0-, R9C (=0) O-, R%R10C=NO-, R9R10CNO-,
R9R1ON-, and - (OSiR9R19), (OSiR9R0R"") (where R9, R10 and R!, which may be the same or different, each represent
a hydrogen atom or a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; and h indicates from 1 to 4 as
a mean value); R5 represents R4, a hydrogen atom, or a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon
atoms; R® represents R4, R5, a hydrogen atom, or a group - [O (R'20)], 5 (where R'2 represents an alkylene group
having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; and j indicates an integer of from 1 to 4); R7 represents a divalent hydrocarbon group
having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; R8 represents a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms;
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X, y and z each indicate a number satisfying the relationship of x+y+2z=3,0<x<3,0<y<2,0<z<1.

[0062] Inthe general formula (I1), R8, R?, R10 and R!, which may be the same or different, each preferably represents
a group selected from the group consisting of a linear, cyclic or branched, alkyl, alkenyl, aryl or aralkyl group, having
from 1 to 18 carbon atoms. In case where RS is a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms,
the group is preferably a group selected from the group consisting of a linear, cyclic or branched, alkyl, alkenyl, aryl or
aralkyl group. Preferably, R12 is a linear, cyclic or branched alkylene group, and is more preferably a linear one. R7 is,
for example, an alkylene group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms, an alkenylene group having from 2 to 18 carbon
atoms, a cycloalkylene group having from 5 to 18 carbon atoms, a cycloalkylalkylene group having from 6 to 18 carbon
atoms, an arylene group having from 6 to 18 carbon atoms, or an aralkylene group having from 7 to 18 carbon atoms.
The alkylene group and the alkenylene group may be linear or branched; and the cycloalkylene group, the cycloalkyla-
Ikylene group, the arylene group and the aralkylene group may have a substituent such as a lower alkyl group or the
like on the ring thereof. Preferably, R7 is an alkylene group having from 1 to 6 carbon atoms, more preferably a linear
alkylene group, for example, a methylene group, an ethylene group, a trimethylene group, a tetramethylene group, a
pentamethylene group or a hexamethylene group.

[0063] Specific examples of the monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms of R®, R8, R9, R10
and R in the general formula (1) include a methyl group, an ethyl group, an n-propyl group, an isopropyl group, an n-
butyl group, an isobutyl group, a sec-butyl group, a tert-butyl group, a pentyl group, a hexyl group, an octyl group, a
decyl group, a dodecyl group, a cyclopentyl group, a cyclohexyl group, a vinyl group, a propenyl group, an allyl group,
a hexenyl group, an octenyl group, a cyclopentenyl group, a cyclohexenyl group, a phenyl group, a tolyl group, a xylyl
group, a naphthyl group, a benzyl group, a phenethyl group, a naphthylmethyl group, etc.

[0064] Examples of R'2in the general formula (ll) include a methylene group, an ethylene group, a trimethylene group,
a tetramethylene group, a pentamethylene group, a hexamethylene group, an octamethylene group, a decamethylene
group, a dodecamethylene group, etc.

[0065] Specific examples of the silane coupling agent (C) represented by the general formula (ll) include
3-hexanoylthiopropyltriethoxysilane,

3-octanoylthiopropyltriethoxysilane,

3-decanoylthiopropyltriethoxysilane,

3-lauroylthiopropyltriethoxysilane,

2-hexanoylthioethyltriethoxysilane,

2-octanoylthioethyltriethoxysilane,

2-decanoylthioethyltriethoxysilane,

2-lauroylthioethyltriethoxysilane,

3-hexanoylthiopropyltrimethoxysilane,

3-octanoylthiopropyltrimethoxysilane,

3-decanoylthiopropyltrimethoxysilane,

3-lauroylthiopropyltrimethoxysilane,

2-hexanoylthioethyltrimethoxysilane,

2-octanoylthioethyltrimethoxysilane,

2-decanoylthioethyltrimethoxysilane,

2-lauroylthioethyltrimethoxysilane, etc. Of those, especially preferred is 3-octanoylthiopropyltriethoxysilane ("NXT Silane"
(registered trade name), produced by Momentive Performance Materials Inc.).

[0066] [Chem. 3]

(R130)3.4(R"4)Si-R15-§,-R16-,-R15-Si(OR ) (R ), ()

wherein R'3 which may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from
1 to 8 carbon atoms or a linear or branched alkoxylalkyl group, having from 2 to 8 carbon atoms; R4, which may be the
same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from 1 to 8 carbon atoms; R15, which
may be the same or different, each represents a linear or branched alkylene group, having from 1 to 8 carbon atoms;
R16 represents a divalent group of a general formula (-S-R'7-S-), (-R18-S_ -R19-) or (-R20-S ,-R21-S  s-R22-) (where
R17 to R22, which may be the same or different, each represents a divalent hydrocarbon group, a divalent aromatic group
or a divalent organic group containing a hetero element except sulfur and oxygen, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms;
m1, m2 and m3 may be the same or different, each indicating from 1 to less than 4 as a mean value); k, which may be
the same or different, each indicates from 1 to 6 as a mean value; s and t, which may be the same or different, each
indicate from 0 to 3 as a mean value, provided that both s and t are not 3 at the same time.

[0067] Preferred examples of the silane coupling agent (C) represented by the above-mentioned general formula (l11)
are compounds represented by an average compositional formula (CH3CH50)3Si-(CH5)3-S,-(CHs)g-So-(CHy)s-Si
(OCH,CHy)s,
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an average compositional formula (CH;CH,0),;Si-(CH
an average compositional formula (CH3;CH,0)5Si-(CH
an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)5Si-(CH
an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)5Si-(CH

) 2)3-S2-(CH3)1-S»-(CH,)3-Si(OCH,CHy)s,
) 2)
) 2)
) 2)
an average compositional formula (CH;CH,0),Si-(CH,)
) 2)
) 2)
) 2)
) 2)

3
3-S3- (CH3)g-S3-(CH)5-Si(OCH,CH3)s,
3-S4-(CH2)g-84-(CH2)3-Si(OCH,CHg)s,
3-8+(CH)6-S5-(CHy)g-S-(CHy)3-Si (OCH,CHy)s,
5S-(CH,)g-82 5-(CHp)6-S-(CH,)3-Si(OCH,CH)s,
an average compositional formula (CH;CH,0),Si-(CH,)4
an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)3Si-(CH,)3-S-(CH5)6-S4-(CH5)g-S-(CH,)3-Si(OCH,CHa4) 5,

an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)3Si-(CH5)3-S-(CH5)19-S>-(CH3)419-S-(CH5)3-Si(OCH,CH3)5,

an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)3Si-(CH5)3-S4-(CH5)g-S4-(CH3)g-S4-(CH5)3-Si(OCH,CH3)4,

an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)3Si-(CH5)3-S,-(CH5)g-S5-(CH3)g-So-(CH5)3-Si(OCH,CH3)4,

an average compositional formula (CH3CH,0)3Si-(CH,)3-S-(CHy)g-S5-(CH,)6-S5-(CH,)g-S-(CH,)5-Si(OC H,CH,)5, etc.
[0068] The synthetic example of the silane coupling agent (C) represented by the above general formula (lll) is de-
scribed, for example, in W0O2004/000930.

2)6
-S-(CH,)g-S3-(CH,)g-S-(CH,)3-Si(OCH,CHy)s,
2)6

[Chem. 4]
[R23—C(=0)—SA—‘G—SiZaquVZ°w]m[HS-—G—SiZaé,ZbVZCW]n e (V)

wherein R23 represents a linear, branched or cyclic alkyl group, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms; G, which may be the
same or different, each represents an alkanediyl group or an alkenediyl group, having from 1 to 9 carbon atoms; 72,
which may be the same or different, each represents a group capable of bonding to the two silicon atoms and selected
from [-O-]; 5, [-O-G-]g 5 and [-O-G-O-]y 5; ZP, which may be the same or different, each represents a group which is
capable of bonding to the two silicon atoms and is the functional group represented by [-O-G-O-], 5; Z°, which may be
the same or different, each represents a functional group selected from -Cl, -Br, -OR2 Ra8C (=0)O-, R2RPC=NO-, RaRPN-,
Ra- and HO-G-O- (where G is the same as above); R2 and Rb, which may be the same or different, each represent a
linear, branched or cyclic alkyl group, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms; m, n, u, v and w, which may be the same or
different, eachare 1 <m <20,0<n<20,0<u<3,0<v<2 0<w<1,and (u/?2) +v+2w is 2 or 3; in case where the
formula has multiple A’s, then 72, va and Z€, may be the same or different in those multiple A’s; in case where the
formula has multiple B’s, then Z2,, Zb, and Z¢,, may be the same or different in those multiple B’s.

[0069] Specific examples of the silane coupling agent (C) represented by the general formula (IV) include the following
chemical formula (V), chemical formula (VI) and chemical formula (VII):

[Chem. 5]
o 0]
D o~ A %
o ?n S C7Hys
OCyHs5
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[Chem. 6]

CyHis C7Hss

o o

S S
==+ (VD)

O‘Si\-- o/\l/\o-sli/O
° O\/z

[Chem. 7]
CsHi5
O=< O:<C7H15
S SH
S
"'(VII)
Si—0 L—0O-Si
HO—t1—07 | 7 01— 0-Si—
Pk /0 v 9 3
L, L, L
OH OH

In the formula, L each independently represents an alkanediyl group or an alkenediyl group having from 1 to 9 carbon
atoms; and x=mandy = n.

[0070] As the silane coupling agent represented by the chemical formula (V), a commercial product is available as
"NXT Low-V Silane", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Momentive Performance Materials Inc.
[0071] As the silane coupling agent represented by the chemical formula (VI), a commercial product is available as
"NXT Ultra Low-V Silane", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Momentive Performance Materials Inc.
[0072] Further, as the silane coupling agentrepresented by the chemical formula (V11), there is mentioned a commercial
product of "NXT-Z", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Momentive Performance Materials Inc.

[0073] The silane coupling agent represented by the general formula (Il), the chemical formula (V) or the chemical
formula (VI) has a protected mercapto group, and is therefore effective for preventing initial scorching in the processing
process before the vulcanization step, and accordingly, the processability thereof is good.

[0074] In the silane coupling agent represented by the general formula (V), (V1) or (VIl), the carbon number of the
alkoxysilane is large, and therefore the amount of the volatile compound VOC (especially alcohol) to be generated from
the agent is small, and accordingly, the agent is favorable in point of working environment. Further, the silane coupling
agent of the chemical formula (VII) provides a low-heat-generation property as tire performance, and is therefore more
preferred.

[0075] The silane coupling agent (C) in the present invention is particularly preferably the compound represented by
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the general formula (I) among the compounds represented by the general formulae (1) to (IV). This is because in the
case where the vulcanization accelerator (D) is added in the first step of kneading for enhancing the activity of the silane
coupling agent (C), the activation of the polysulfide-bonding site to be reacted with the rubber component is facilitated.
[0076] In the presentinvention, the silane coupling agent (C) may be used solely or as a combination of two or more
kinds thereof.

[0077] The mixing amount of the silane coupling agent (C) in the rubber composition of the present invention is
preferably from 1 to 20% by mass based on the silica. This is because when the amount is less than 1% by mass, it
may be difficult to enhance the low-heat-generation property of the rubber composition, and when the amount exceeds
20% by mass, the cost of the rubber composition may be too increased to lower the economical efficiency. The amount
is more preferably from 3 to 20% by mass based on the silica, and particularly preferably from 4 to 10% by mass based
on the silica.

[0078] In the case where the silica (B) having a CTAB adsorption specific surface area of 140 m2/g or more and less
than 180 m2/g is used in the rubber composition of the present invention, for providing an average aggregated aggregate
area (nm?2) of the silica in the rubber composition after vulcanization of 2,200 or less, the production method of the rubber
composition is not limited, and the rubber composition may be produced by any kneading method, but the following
production methods (1) to (5) are preferred since the rubber composition may be produced with an ordinary equipment
with high productivity.

(1) A production method of the rubber composition by kneading the rubber composition through plural steps, in
which the rubber component (A), the whole or a part of the silica (B), the whole or a part of the silane coupling agent
(C) and the vulcanization accelerator (D) are kneaded in the first step of kneading, where the molar amount of the
organic acid compound in the rubber composition in the first step is limited to 1.5 times or less the molar amount of
the vulcanization accelerator (D). In this case, the vulcanization accelerator (D) is preferably at least one selected
from a guanidine compound, a sulfenamide compound and a thiazole compound.

(2) A production method of the rubber composition by kneading the rubber composition through plural steps, in
which the rubber component (A), the whole or a part of the silica (B) and the whole or a part of the silane coupling
agent (C) are kneaded in the first step of kneading, and the vulcanization accelerator (D) is added in the course of
the first step, followed by further kneading. In this case, the vulcanization accelerator (D) is preferably at least one
selected from a guanidine compound, a sulfenamide compound, a thiazole compound, a thiram compound, a dithi-
ocarbamate salt compound, a thiourea compound and a xanthate salt compound.

(3) A production method of the rubber composition by kneading the rubber composition through three or more steps,
in which the rubber component (A), the whole or a part of the silica (B) and the whole or a part of the silane coupling
agent (C) are kneaded in the first step (X) of kneading; the vulcanization accelerator (D) is added and kneaded in
the step (Y) that is the second or later step and before the final step of kneading; and the vulcanization agent is
added and kneaded in the final step (Z) of kneading. In this case, the vulcanization accelerator (D) is preferably at
least one selected from a guanidine compound, a sulfenamide compound, a thiazole compound, a thiram compound,
a dithiocarbamate salt compound, a thiourea compound and a xanthate salt compound.

(4) A production method of the rubber composition by kneading the rubber composition through plural steps, in
which the rubber component (A), the whole or a part of the silica (B), the whole or a part of the silane coupling agent
(C) and the vulcanization accelerator (D) are kneaded in the first step of kneading. In this case, the vulcanization
accelerator (D) is preferably at least one selected from a guanidine compound, a sulfenamide compound, a thiazole
compound, a thiram compound, a dithiocarbamate salt compound, a thiourea compound and a xanthate salt com-
pound. In the method (4), the following production method (5) is preferably performed.

(5) A production method of the rubber composition by kneading the rubber composition through plural steps, in
which the rubber component (A), the whole or a part of the silica (B), the whole or a part of the silane coupling agent
(C) and the vulcanization accelerator (D) are kneaded in the first step of kneading, where the molar amount of the
organic acid compound in the rubber composition in the first step is limited to 1.5 times or less the molar amount of
the vulcanization accelerator (D). In this case, the vulcanization accelerator (D) is preferably at least one selected
from a guanidine compound, a sulfenamide compound, a thiazole compound, a thiram compound, a dithiocarbamate
salt compound, a thiourea compound and a xanthate salt compound.

[0079] In the production methods (1) to (5), the step of kneading before the final step, such as the first step and the
second step, is a process step where the raw materials other than the reagents that contribute to crosslinking (e.g., the
vulcanizing agent and vulcanization accelerator) are mixed and kneaded, and is a process step for performing dispersion
of the filler to the rubber composition for reinforcing the rubber component. The step of kneading that is second or later
step and before the final step does not include a step of kneading that performs only kneading without addition of any
raw material and does not include a special mixing method, such as a wet master batch.

[0080] The maximum temperature of the rubber composition in the step of kneading before the final step, such as the
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first step and the second step, is preferably from 120 to 190°C, more preferably from 130 to 175°C, and further preferably
from 150 to 170°C. The kneading time is preferably from 0.5 to 20 minutes, more preferably from 0.5 to 10 minutes, and
further preferably from 0.5 to 5 minutes.

[0081] The final step of kneading is a process step where the reagents that contribute to crosslinking (e.g., the vul-
canizing agent and vulcanization accelerator) are mixed and kneaded. The maximum temperature of the rubber com-
position in the final step is preferably from 60 to 140°C, more preferably from 80 to 120°C, and further preferably from
100 to 120°C. The kneading time is preferably from 0.5 to 20 minutes, more preferably from 0.5 to 10 minutes, and
further preferably from 0.5 to 5 minutes.

[Vulcanization accelerator (D)]

[0082] As the vulcanization accelerator (D) which can be used for the rubber composition of the present invention,
preferred examples include guanidines, sulfenamides, thiazoles, thiurams, dithiocarbamate salts, thioureas and xanthate
salts.

[0083] Examples of the guanidines for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include 1,3-diphenyl-
guanidine, 1,3-di-o-tolylguanidine, 1-o-tolylbiguanide, dicatechol borate di-o-tolylguanidine salt, 1,3-di-o-cumenylguani-
dine, 1,3-di-o-biphenylguanidine, 1,3-di-o-cumenyl-2-propionylguanidine, etc. Preferred are 1,3-diphenylguanidine, 1,3-
di-o-tolylguanidine and 1-o-tolylbiguanide as having high reactivity.

[0084] Examples of the sulfenamides for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include
N-cyclohexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N,N-dicyclohexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-tert-butyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-oxydiethylene-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-methyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-ethyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-propyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-butyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-pentyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-hexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-pentyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-octyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-2-ethylhexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-decyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-dodecyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-stearyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dimethyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-diethyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dipropyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dibutyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dipentyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dihexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dipentyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-dioctyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-di-2-ethylhexylbenzothiazolylsulfenamide,

N-decyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-didodecyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide,

N,N-distearyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide, etc. Of those, preferred are N-cyclohexyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide and
N-tert-butyl-2-benzothiazolylsulenamide, as having high reactivity.

[0085] Examples of the thiazoles for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include 2-mercaptoben-
zothiazole, di-2-benzothiazolyl disulfide, 2-mercaptobenzothiazole zinc salt, 2-mercaptobenzothiazole cyclohexylamine
salt, 2-(N,N-diethylthiocarbamoylthio)benzothiazole, 2-(4’-morpholinodithio)benzothiazole, 4-methyl-2-mercaptobenzo-
thiazole, di-(4-methyl-2-benzothiazolyl) disulfide, 5-chloro-2-mercaptobenzothiazole, 2-mercaptobenzothiazole sodium,
2-mercapto-6-nitrobenzothiazole, 2-mercapto-naphtho[1,2-d]thiazole, 2-mercapto-5-methoxybenzothiazole, 6-amino-2-
mercaptobenzothiazole, etc. Of those, preferred are 2-mercaptobenzothiazole and di-2-benzothiazolyl disulfide, as hav-
ing high reactivity.

[0086] Examples of the thiurams for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include tetramethylthiuram
disulfide, tetraethylthiuram disulfide, tetrapropylthiuram disulfide, tetraisopropylthiuram disulfide, tetrabutylthiuram di-
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sulfide, tetrapentylthiuram disulfide, tetrahexylthiuram disulfide, tetraheptylthiuram disulfide, tetraoctylthiuram disulfide,
tetranonylthiuram disulfide, tetradecylthiuram disulfide, tetradodecylthiuram disulfide, tetrastearylthiuram disulfide,
tetrabenzylthiuram disulfide, tetrakis(2-ethylhexyl)thiuram disulfide, tetramethylthiuram monosulfide, tetraethylthiuram
monosulfide, tetrapropylthiuram monosulfide, tetraisopropylthiuram monosulfide, tetrabutylthiuram monosulfide, tetrap-
entylthiuram monosulfide, tetrahexylthiuram monosulfide, tetraheptylthiuram monosulfide, tetraoctylthiuram mono-
sulfide, tetranonylthiuram monosulfide, tetradecylthiuram monosulfide, tetradodecylthiuram monosulfide, tetra-
stearylthiuram monosulfide, tetrabenzylthiuram monosulfide, dipentamethylenethiuram tetrasulfide, etc. Of those, pre-
ferred are tetrakis(2-ethylhexyl)thiuram disulfide and tetrabenzylthiuram disulfide, as having high reactivity.

[0087] Examples of the dithiocarbamate salts for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include zinc
dimethyldithiocarbamate, zinc diethyldithiocarbamate, zinc dipropyldithiocarbamate, zinc diisopropyldithiocarbamate,
zinc dibutyldithiocarbamate, zinc dipentyldithiocarbamate, zinc dihexyldithiocarbamate, zinc diheptyldithiocarbamate,
zinc dioctyldithiocarbamate, zinc di(2-ethylhexyl)dithiocarbamate, zinc didecyldithiocarbamate, zinc didodecyldithiocar-
bamate, zinc N-pentamethylenedithiocarbamate, zinc N-ethyl-N-phenyldithiocarbamate, zinc dibenzyldithiocarbamate,
copper dimethyldithiocarbamate, copper diethyldithiocarbamate, copper dipropyldithiocarbamate, copper diisopro-
pyldithiocarbamate, copper dibutyldithiocarbamate, copper dipentyldithiocarbamate, copper dihexyldithiocarbamate,
copper diheptyldithiocarbamate, copper dioctyldithiocarbamate, copper di(2-ethylhexyl)dithiocarbamate, copper dide-
cyldithiocarbamate, copper didodecyldithiocarbamate, copper N-pentamethylenedithiocarbamate, copper dibenzyldithi-
ocarbamate, sodium dimethyldithiocarbamate, sodium diethyldithiocarbamate, sodium dipropyldithiocarbamate, sodium
diisopropyldithiocarbamate, sodium dibutyldithiocarbamate, sodium dipentyldithiocarbamate, sodium dihexyldithiocar-
bamate, sodium diheptyldithiocarbamate, sodium dioctyldithiocarbamate, sodium di(2-ethylhexyl)dithiocarbamate, so-
dium didecyldithiocarbamate, sodium didodecyldithiocarbamate, sodium N-pentamethylenedithiocarbamate, sodium
dibenzyldithiocarbamate, ferric dimethyldithiocarbamate, ferric diethyldithiocarbamate, ferric dipropyldithiocarbamate,
ferric diisopropyldithiocarbamate, ferric dibutyldithiocarbamate, ferric dipentyldithiocarbamate, ferric dihexyldithiocar-
bamate, ferric diheptyldithiocarbamate, ferric dioctyldithiocarbamate, ferric di(2-ethylhexyl)dithiocarbamate, ferric dide-
cyldithiocarbamate, ferric didodecyldithiocarbamate, ferric N-pentamethylenedithiocarbamate, ferric dibenzyldithiocar-
bamate, etc. Of those, preferred are zinc dibenzyldithiocarbamate, zinc N-ethyl-N-phenyldithiocarbamate, zinc dimeth-
yldithiocarbamate and copper dimethyldithiocarbamate, as having high reactivity.

[0088] Examples of the thioureas for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include N,N’-diphenylth-
iourea, trimethylthiourea, N,N’-diethylthiourea, N,N’-dimethylthiourea, N,N’-dibutylthiourea, ethylenethiourea, N,N’-di-
isopropylthiourea, N,N’-dicyclohexylthiourea, 1,3-di(o-tolyl)thiourea, 1,3-di(p-tolyl)thiourea, 1,1-diphenyl-2-thiourea, 2,5-
dithiobiurea, guanylthiourea, 1-(1-naphthyl)-2-thiourea, 1-phenyl-2-thiourea, p-tolylthiourea, o-tolylthiourea, etc. Of
those, preferred are N,N’-diethylthiourea, trimethylthiourea, N,N’-diphenylthiourea and N,N’-dimethylthiourea, as having
high reactivity.

[0089] Examples of the xanthate salts for use in the rubber composition of the present invention include zinc methyl-
xanthate, zinc ethylxanthate, zinc propylxanthate, zinc isopropylxanthate, zinc butylxanthate, zinc pentylxanthate, zinc
hexylxanthate, zinc heptylxanthate, zinc octylxanthate, zinc 2-ethylhexylxanthate, zinc decylxanthate, zinc dodecylxan-
thate, potassium methylxanthate, potassium ethylxanthate, potassium propylxanthate, potassium isopropylxanthate,
potassium butylxanthate, potassium pentylxanthate, potassium hexylxanthate, potassium heptylxanthate, potassium
octylxanthate, potassium 2-ethylhexylxanthate, potassium decylxanthate, potassium dodecylxanthate, sodium methyl-
xanthate, sodium ethylxanthate, sodium propylxanthate, sodium isopropylxanthate, sodium butylxanthate, sodium
pentylxanthate, sodium hexylxanthate, sodium heptylxanthate, sodium octylxanthate, sodium 2-ethylhexylxanthate, so-
dium decylxanthate, sodium dodecylxanthate, etc. Of those, preferred is zinc isopropylxanthate, as having high reactivity.
[0090] The rubber composition of the present invention preferably contains the vulcanization accelerator (D) in an
amount of from 0.1 to 10 parts by mass, and more preferably from 0.2 to 7 parts by mass, per 100 parts by mass of the
rubber component (A). From 0.1 to 5 parts by mass of the vulcanization accelerator (D) thereof is preferably added in
the step before the final step of kneading, and from 0.1 to 5 parts by mass thereof is preferably added in the final step
of kneading.

[Organic Acid Compound]

[0091] Examples of the organic acid compound added to the rubber composition of the present invention include an
organic acid selected from a saturated fatty acid or an unsaturated fatty acid, such as stearic acid, palmitic acid, lauric
acid, arachidinic acid, behenic acid, lignoceric acid, capric acid, pelargonic acid, caprylic acid, enanthic acid, caproic
acid, oleic acid, vaccenic acid, linoleic acid, linolenic acid and nervonic acid, and a resin acid, such as rosin acid and
modified rosin acid, a metal salt and an ester of the organic acid, and a phenol derivative.

[0092] In the present invention, it is necessary to exhibit the function of the vulcanization accelerator sufficiently, and
therefore, 50% by mol or more of the organic acid compound is preferably stearic acid.

[0093] In the rubber composition of the present invention, various additives that are generally incorporated in a rubber

13



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2703 438 A1

composition, for example, a vulcanization activator such as zinc flower or the like, an antioxidant and others may be
optionally added and kneaded in the first stage or the final stage of kneading, or in the intermediate stage between the
first stage and the final stage.

[0094] As the kneading apparatus for the present invention, usable is any of a Banbury mixer, a roll, an intensive
mixer, etc.

Example

[0095] The present invention will be described in more detail with reference to examples below, but the present
invention is not limited to the examples.

[0096] The average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) of the vulcanized
rubber composition were evaluated in the following manners.

<Average Aggregated Aggregate Area of Vulcanized Rubber Composition>

[0097] A specimen of the vulcanized rubber composition was produced by cutting a vulcanized rubber sheet with a
razor. The size of the specimen was 5 mm X 5 mm X 1mm (thickness).

[0098] The upper surface of the specimen was cut in a direction making an angle of 38° with respect to the upper
surface of the specimen with an focused ion beam under condition of a voltage of 30 kV by using FIB-SEM (NOVA 200,
produced by FEI Company). The smooth surface of the specimen formed by cutting was imaged with an SEM at an
acceleration voltage of 5 kV in a direction perpendicular to the smooth surface. The resulting image was converted to
a binarized image of the rubber portion and the silica portion as a filler of the specimen by the Otsu’s method, an
aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion was obtained based on the resulting binarized image, and the average
aggregated aggregate area of the silica portion was calculated in terms of number average (arithmetic average) per unit
area (3 wm X 3 pm) from the total surface area of the silica portion and the number of aggregated aggregates. In the
calculation, a particle that was in contact with an edge of the image was not counted, and a particle of 20 pixels or less
was assumed to be noise and was not counted.

<Low-Heat-Generation Property (tand index)>

[0099] Using a viscoelasticity measuring device (produced by Rheometric), tand of the rubber composition sample
was measured at a temperature of 60°C, at a dynamic strain of 5% and at a frequency of 15 Hz. Based on the reciprocal
of tand in Comparative Example 1, 6, 11, 15, 20, 25 or 30, as referred to 100, the data were expressed as index indication
according to the following formula. The samples having a larger index value have a better low-heat-generation property
and have a smaller hysteresis loss.

Low-Heat-Generation Index
= {(tand of vulcanized rubber composition of Comparative
Example 1, 6, 11, 15, 20, 25 or 30)/ (tand of vulcanized rubber

composition tested)} x 100
[0100] The raw materials used in Examples 1 to 7 and Comparative Examples 1 to 34 are abbreviated as follows.

(1) Emulsion-polymerized SBR-1: emulsion-polymerized styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (SBR), "#1500", a
trade name, produced by JSR Corporation

(2) Unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2: solution-polymerized styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (SBR),
"Tufdene 2000", a trade name, produced by Asahi Kasei Corporation

(3) Tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3: solution-polymerized styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber (SBR), "SL
563", a trade name, produced by JSR Corporation

(4) Carbon black N220: "#80", a trade name, produced by Asahi Carbon Co., Ltd.

(5) Silica-1: "Zeosil 1165", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Rhodia, Inc. (CTAB adsorption specific
surface area: 160 m2/g)

(6) Silica-2: "Nipsil AQ", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Tosoh Silica Corporation (CTAB adsorp-
tion specific surface area: 160 m2/g)
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(7) Silane coupling agent Si75: bis(3-triethoxysilylpropyl) disulfide (average sulfur chain length: 2.35), silane coupling
agent, "Si75", a trade name (registered trademark), produced by Evonik Industries AG

(8) Anti-aging agent 6PPD: N-(1,3-dimethylbutyl)-N’-phenyl-p-phenylenediamine, "Nocrac 6C", a trade name, pro-
duced by Ouchi Shinko Chemical Industrial Co., Ltd.

(9) 1,3-Diphenylguanidine: "Sanceler D", a trade name, produced by Sanshin Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.

(10) Anti-aging agent TMDQ: polymerized 2,2,4-trimethyl-1,2-dihydroquinoline, "Nocrac 224", a trade name, pro-
duced by Ouchi Shinko Chemical Industrial Co., Ltd.

(11) Vulcanization accelerator MBTS: di-2-benzothiazolyl disulfide, "Sanceler DM", a trade name, produced by
Sanshin Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.

(12) Vulcanization accelerator TBBS: N-tert-butyl-2-benzothiazolylsulfenamide, "Sanceler NS", a trade name, pro-
duced by Sanshin Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.

Example 1

[0101] In the first step of kneading, with a Banbury mixer, 100 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized
SBR-2 as the rubber component (A), 10 parts by mass of the carbon black N220, 50 parts by mass of the silica-1 as the
silica (B), 4 parts by mass of the silane coupling agent Si75 as the silane coupling agent (C) and 30 parts by mass of
an aromatic oil were kneaded for 60 seconds, and then 1 part by mass of 1,3-diphenylguanidine, which is a guanidine
compound, as the vulcanization accelerator (D) was added and further kneaded, in which the maximum temperature of
the rubber composition in the first step of kneading was regulated to 150°C.

[0102] Subsequently, in the final step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging
agent 6PPD, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging agent TMDQ, 2.5 parts by mass of zinc flower, 0.6 part by mass of 1,3-
diphenylguanidine, 1 part by mass ofthe vulcanization accelerator MBTS, 0.6 part by mass of the vulcanization accelerator
TBBS and 1.5 parts by mass of sulfur were added, in which the maximum temperature of the rubber composition in the
final step of kneading was regulated to 110°C.

[0103] The vulcanized rubber composition obtained from the rubber composition was evaluated for the average ag-
gregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 1

[0104] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 1, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1
part by mass of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 2

[0105] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 25 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 3

[0106] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 50 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 4

[0107] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 67 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
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used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 1.

Comparative Example 5

[0108] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 was used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized
rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 1.

Example 2

[0109] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 1, except that 50 parts by mass of
Silica-2 was used as silica (B) in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated
for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the afore-
mentioned manners. The results are shown in Table 2.

Comparative Example 6

[0110] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 2, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass of the anti-
aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6 PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was
evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to
the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 2.

Comparative Example 7

[0111] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 6, except that 25 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 2.

Comparative Example 8

[0112] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 6, except that 50 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 2.

Comparative Example 9

[0113] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 6, except that 67 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 2.

Comparative Example 10
[0114] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 6, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized

rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 2.
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Example 3

[0115] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 1, except that 100 parts by mass
of the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 3.

Comparative Example 11

[0116] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 100
parts by mass of the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting
vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation
property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 3.

Comparative Example 12

[0117] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 25 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-2 were
used as the rubber component (A). The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in comparative
example 2, except that 100 parts by mass of tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3 was used as the rubber component
(A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the
low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 3.

Comparative Example 13

[0118] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 50 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 3.

Comparative Example 14

[0119] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that 67 parts
by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the tin-modified solution-polymerized SBR-3 were
used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggre-
gated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The
results are shown in Table 3.

[0120] [Table 1]

Table 1
Example Comparative Example
1 1 2 3 4 5

Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized 2000 2400 2400 2400 2400 2400
rubber composition (nm2)

Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property 120 100 100 100 100 100

(tand index)

Table 2
Example Comparative Example
2 6 7 8 9 10

Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized

", 1700 2500 2500 2500 2500 2500
rubber composition (nm2)

17



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2703 438 A1

(continued)
Example Comparative Example
2 6 7 8 9 10
Vulcanization property: Iovy-heat-generation property 125 100 100 100 100 100
(tand index)
Table 3
Example Comparative Example
3 11 12 13 14
Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized rubber 1900 2400 2400 2400 2400
composition (nm2)
Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property (tand 123 100 100 100 100
index)

Example 4

[0121] In the first step of kneading, with a Banbury mixer, 100 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized
SBR-2 as the rubber component (A), 30 parts by mass of the carbon black N220, 30 parts by mass of the silica-1 as the
silica (B), 2 parts by mass of the silane coupling agent Si75 as the silane coupling agent (C) and 30 parts by mass of
an aromatic oil were kneaded for 60 seconds, and then 1 part by mass of 1,3-diphenylguanidine, which is a guanidine
compound, as the vulcanization accelerator (D) was added and further kneaded, in which the maximum temperature of
the rubber composition in the first step of kneading was regulated to 150°C.

[0122] Subsequently, in the final step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging
agent 6PPD, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging agent TMDQ, 2.5 parts by mass of zinc flower, 1 part by mass of the
vulcanization accelerator MBTS, 0.6 part by mass of the vulcanization accelerator TBBS and 1.5 parts by mass of sulfur
were added, in which the maximum temperature of the rubber composition in the final step of kneading was regulated
to 110°C.

[0123] The vulcanized rubber composition obtained from the rubber composition was evaluated for the average ag-
gregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 4.

Comparative Example 15

[0124] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 4, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1
part by mass of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 3.

Comparative Example 16

[0125] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 15, except that 25
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 4.

Comparative Example 17
[0126] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 15, except that 50

parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
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aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 4.

Comparative Example 18

[0127] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 15, except that 67
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 4.

Comparative Example 19

[0128] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 15, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 was used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized
rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 3.

Example 5

[0129] In the first step of kneading, with a Banbury mixer, 100 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized
SBR-2 as the rubber component (A), 10 parts by mass of the carbon black N220, 75 parts by mass of the silica-2 as the
silica (B), 6 parts by mass of the silane coupling agent Si75 as the silane coupling agent (C) and 30 parts by mass of
an aromatic oil were kneaded for 60 seconds, and then 1 part by mass of 1,3-diphenylguanidine, which is a guanidine
compound, as the vulcanization accelerator (D) was added and further kneaded, in which the maximum temperature of
the rubber composition in the first step of kneading was regulated to 150°C.

[0130] Subsequently, in the final step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging
agent 6PPD, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging agent TMDQ, 2.5 parts by mass of zinc flower, 0.6 part by mass of 1,3-
diphenylguanidine, 1 part by mass ofthe vulcanization acceleratorMBTS, 0.6 part by mass of the vulcanization accelerator
TBBS and 1.5 parts by mass of sulfur were added, in which the maximum temperature of the rubber composition in the
final step of kneading was regulated to 110°C.

[0131] The vulcanized rubber composition obtained from the rubber composition was evaluated for the average ag-
gregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 5.

Comparative Example 20

[0132] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 5, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1
part by mass of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 5.

Comparative Example 21

[0133] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 20, except that 25
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tans index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 4.

Comparative Example 22
[0134] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 20, except that 50
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-

2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
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The results are shown in Table 5.
Comparative Example 23

[0135] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 20, except that 67
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 5.

Comparative Example 24

[0136] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 20, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 was used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized
rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 4.

Example 6

[0137] In the first step of kneading, with a Banbury mixer, 100 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized
SBR-2 as the rubber component (A), 5 parts by mass of the carbon black N220, 100 parts by mass of the silica-2 as the
silica (B), 8 parts by mass of the silane coupling agent Si75 as the silane coupling agent (C) and 40 parts by mass of
an aromatic oil were kneaded for 60 seconds, and then 1 part by mass of 1,3-diphenylguanidine, which is a guanidine
compound, as the vulcanization accelerator (D) was added and further kneaded, in which the maximum temperature of
the rubber composition in the first step of kneading was regulated to 150°C.

[0138] Subsequently, in the final step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging
agent 6PPD, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging agent TMDQ, 2.5 parts by mass of zinc flower, 0.9 part by mass of 1,3-
diphenylguanidine, 1 part by mass ofthe vulcanization acceleratorMBTS, 0.6 part by mass of the vulcanization accelerator
TBBS and 1.5 parts by mass of sulfur were added, in which the maximum temperature of the rubber composition in the
final step of kneading was regulated to 110°C.

[0139] The vulcanized rubber composition obtained from the rubber composition was evaluated for the average ag-
gregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 6.

Comparative Example 25

[0140] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 6, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1
part by mass of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 6.

Comparative Example 26

[0141] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 25, except that 25
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 6.

Comparative Example 27

[0142] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 25, except that 50
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 6.
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Comparative Example 28

[0143] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 25, except that 67
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 6.

Comparative Example 29

[0144] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 25, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 was used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized
rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 6.

Example 7

[0145] In the first step of kneading, with a Banbury mixer, 100 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized
SBR-2 as the rubber component (A), 5 parts by mass of the carbon black N220, 120 parts by mass of the silica-2 as the
silica (B), 9.6 parts by mass of the silane coupling agent Si75 as the silane coupling agent (C) and 50 parts by mass of
an aromatic oil were kneaded for 60 seconds, and then 1 part by mass of 1,3-diphenylguanidine, which is a guanidine
compound, as the vulcanization accelerator (D) was added and further kneaded, in which the maximum temperature of
the rubber composition in the first step of kneading was regulated to 150°C.

[0146] Subsequently, in the final step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging
agent 6PPD, 1 part by mass of the anti-aging agent TMDQ, 2.5 parts by mass of zinc flower, 1.2 parts by mass of 1,3-
diphenylguanidine, 1.2 part by mass of the vulcanization accelerator MBTS, 0.7 part by mass of the vulcanization
accelerator TBBS and 1.7 parts by mass of sulfur were added, in which the maximum temperature of the rubber com-
position in the final step of kneading was regulated to 110°C.

[0147] The vulcanized rubber composition obtained from the rubber composition was evaluated for the average ag-
gregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 7.

Comparative Example 30

[0148] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Example 7, except that 1 part by mass of
1,3-diphenylguanidine was not added in the first step of kneading, 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1 part by mass
of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were not added in the final step of kneading, and 2 parts by mass of stearic acid and 1
part by mass of the anti-aging agent 6PPD were added in the first step of kneading. The resulting vulcanized rubber
composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand
index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 7.

Comparative Example 31

[0149] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 30, except that 25
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 75 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 7.

Comparative Example 32

[0150] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 30, except that 50
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 50 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 7.
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Comparative Example 33

[0151] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 30, except that 67
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 and 33 parts by mass of the unmodified solution-polymerized SBR-
2 were used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized rubber composition was evaluated for the average
aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property (tand index) according to the aforementioned manners.
The results are shown in Table 7.

Comparative Example 34

[0152] The kneading operation was performed in the same manner as in Comparative Example 30, except that 100
parts by mass of the emulsion-polymerized SBR-1 was used as the rubber component (A). The resulting vulcanized
rubber composition was evaluated for the average aggregated aggregate area and the low-heat-generation property
(tand index) according to the aforementioned manners. The results are shown in Table 7.

[0153] [Table 2]

Table 4
Example Comparative Example
4 15 16 17 18 19
Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized 1650 2420 2420 2430 2430 2430
rubber composition (nm2)
Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property 120 100 100 100 100 100
(tand index)
Table 5
Example Comparative Example
5 20 21 22 23 24
Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized 1800 2570 2570 2580 2590 2590
rubber composition (nm2)
Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property 129 100 100 100 100 100
(tand index)
Table 6
Example Comparative Example
6 25 26 27 28 29

Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized

", 1900 2700 2700 2700 2700 2700
rubber composition (nm2)

Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property

(tand index) 128 100 100 100 100 100
Table 7
Example Comparative Example
7 30 31 32 33 34

Average aggregated aggregate area of vulcanized 2000 2780 2780 2780 2780 2780
rubber composition (nm2)
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(continued)
Example Comparative Example
7 30 31 32 33 34
Vulcanization property: low-heat-generation property 126 100 100 100 100 100
(tand index)

[0154] As apparent from Tables 1 to 3, the rubber composition of Examples 1 to 3 have good low-heat-generation
property (tand index) as compared to the rubber compositions of Comparative Examples 1 to 14.

[0155] As apparent from Tables 4 to 7, the rubber composition of Example 4 has good low-heat-generation property
(tand index) as compared to the rubber compositions of Comparative Examples 15 to 19, the rubber composition of
Example 5 has good low-heat-generation property (tand index) as compared to the rubber compositions of Comparative
Examples 20 to 24, the rubber composition of Example 6 has good low-heat-generation property (tans index) as compared
to the rubber compositions of Comparative Examples 25 to 29, and the rubber composition of Example 7 has good low-
heat-generation property (tand index) as compared to the rubber compositions of Comparative Examples 30 to 34.

[Industrial Applicability]

[0156] The rubber composition of the present invention is excellent in low-heat-generation property, and thus is favo-
rably used as members of pneumatic tires for a passenger car, a pickup truck, a kei car, a kei truck and a heavy vehicle
(such as a truck, a bus and a construction vehicle), and particularly a tread member of a pneumatic radial tire.

Claims

1. Arubber composition comprising: (A) a rubber component containing from 90 to 100% by mass of at least one kind
of diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization and from 0 to 10% by mass of another kind of diene rubber;
(B) a silica having a n-hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB) adsorption specific surface area of 140 m2/g
or more and less than 180 m2/g measured according to a method described in ASTM D3765-92; (C) at least one
silane coupling agent selected from a polysulfide compound and a thioester compound; and (D) a vulcanization
accelerator, the rubber composition after vulcanization having an average aggregated aggregate area (nm?2) of the
silica of 2,200 or less,
measurement method of average aggregated aggregate area:

an upper surface of a specimen of the rubber composition after vulcanization is cut in a direction making an
angle of 38° with respect to the upper surface of the specimen with an focused ion beam; then a smooth surface
of the specimen formed by cutting is imaged with a scanning electron microscope at an acceleration voltage of
5 kV in a direction perpendicular to the smooth surface; the resulting image is converted to a binarized image
of arubber portion and a silica portion as afiller of the specimen by the Otsu’s method; an aggregated aggregate
area of the silica portion is obtained based on the resulting binarized image; and the average aggregated
aggregate area of the silica portion is calculated in terms of number average (arithmetic average) per unit area
(3 pm x 3 wm) from a total surface area of the silica portion and the number of aggregated aggregates, provided
that in the calculation, a particle that is in contact with an edge of the image is not counted, and a particle of 20
pixels or less is assumed to be noise and is not counted.

2. The rubber composition according to claim 1, wherein the diene rubber synthesized by solution polymerization is
at least one kind of rubber selected from unmodified styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber, modified styrene-buta-
diene copolymer rubber having molecular chain ends modified with a tin compound, unmodified polybutadiene
rubber, modified polybutadiene rubber having molecular chain ends modified with a tin compound, unmodified
synthetic polyisoprene rubber and modified synthetic polyisoprene rubber having molecular chain ends modified
with a tin compound.

3. The rubber composition according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the another kind of diene rubber is emulsion-polymerized
styrene-butadiene copolymer rubber and/or natural rubber.

4. The rubber composition according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the silane coupling agent (C) is at least one
compound selected from the compounds represented by the following general formulae (1) to (IV):
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[Chem. 1]
(R10)3.p-(R?),Si-R3-S,-R3-Si(OR"); (R?), U

wherein R, which may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having
from 1 to 8 carbon atoms, or a linear or branched alkoxylalkyl group, having from 2 to 8 carbon atoms; R2, which
may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from 1 to 8 carbon
atoms; R3, which may be the same or different, each represents a linear or branched alkylene group, having from
1 to 8 carbon atoms; a indicates from 2 to 6 as a mean value; p and r, which may be the same or different, each
indicates from 0 to 3 as a mean value, provided that both p and r are not 3 at the same time,

[Chem. 2]

3]
Tw 0

‘ I | |
?i—RT—s——-o-——RE -« (I
6

R,

wherein R4 represents a monovalent group selected from -Cl, -Br, R%0-, R%C(=0)0-, R°R10C=NO-, R9R10CNO-,
R9R'ON-, and - (OSiR°R10), (OSIR9R'OR!"") (where R9, R0 and R, which may be the same or different, each
represent a hydrogen atom or a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; and h indicates
from 1 to 4 as a mean value); RS represents R4, a hydrogen atom, or a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from
1to 18 carbon atoms; RS represents R4, RS, a hydrogen atom, or a group - [O(R20)], 5 (where R12 represents an
alkylene group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; and j indicates an integer of from 1 to 4); R7 represents a divalent
hydrocarbon group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms; R8 represents a monovalent hydrocarbon group having from
1 to 18 carbon atoms; x, y and z each indicate a number satisfying the relationship of x+y+2z =3, 0<x<3,0<y
<2,0<z<1,

[Chem. 3]

R4r

(R130)3.5(R™4),Si-R15-5,-R16-5,-R15-Si(OR ) (R4, (1

wherein R'3, which may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having
from 1 to 8 carbon atoms or a linear or branched alkoxylalkyl group, having from 2 to 8 carbon atoms; R4, which
may be the same or different, each represents a linear, cyclic or branched alkyl group, having from 1 to 8 carbon
atoms; R15, which may be the same or different, each represents a linear or branched alkylene group, having from
1 to 8 carbon atoms; R'® represents a divalent group of a general formula (-S-R'7-S-), (-R'8-S_;-R"9-) or (-
R20-S_,-R21-S_.-R22-) (where R'7 to R22, which may be the same or different, each represents a divalent hydro-
carbon group, a divalent aromatic group or a divalent organic group containing a hetero element except sulfur and
oxygen, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms; m1, m2 and m3 may be the same or different, each indicating from 1 to
less than 4 as a mean value); k, which may be the same or different, each indicates from 1 to 6 as a mean value;
s and t, which may be the same or different, each indicate from 0 to 3 as a mean value, provided that both s and t
are not 3 at the same time,

[Chem. 4]

[R23—C(=O)—SA—‘G—SiZaquVZ°w]m[HS—G—SiZaquVZ"W]n )
-t - B =

wherein R23 represents a linear, branched or cyclic alkyl group, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms; G, which may

24



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2703 438 A1

be the same or different, each represents an alkanediyl group or an alkenediyl group, having from 1 to 9 carbon
atoms; Z2, which may be the same or different, each represents a group capable of bonding to the two silicon atoms
and selected from [-O-]; 5, [-FO-G-]y 5 and [-O-G-O-], 5; ZP, which may be the same or different, each represents a
group which is capable of bonding to the two silicon atoms and is the functional group represented by [-O-G-O-]; 5;
Z¢, which may be the same or different, each represents a functional group selected from -Cl, -Br, -ORa, RaC(=0)
O-, RaRPC=NO-, RaRPN-, Ra- and HO-G-O- (where G is the same as above); R2 and RP, which may be the same
or different, each represent a linear, branched or cyclic alkyl group, having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms; m, n, u, v
and w, which may be the same or different, eachare 1 <m<20,0<n<20,0<u<3,0<v<2,0<w<1,and (u/
2)+v+2w is 2 or 3; in case where the formula has multiple A’s, then 72, va and Z¢,, may be the same or different
in those multiple A’s; in case where the formula has multiple B’s, then 722, va and Z¢,, may be the same or different
in those multiple B’s.

The rubber composition according to claim 4, wherein the silane coupling agent (C) is a compound represented by
the general formula (1).

The rubber composition according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the rubber composition contains the silica
(B) in an amount of from 25 to 150 parts by mass per 100 parts by mass of the rubber component (A).

The rubber composition according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the silica (B) is precipitation method silica.

The rubber composition according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the rubber composition further comprises
carbon black.
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Fig. 2
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Fig. 3

28



EP 2703 438 A1

Fig. 4
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