
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

70
6 

19
1

A
3

TEPZZ 7Z6_9_A¥T
(11) EP 2 706 191 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
25.05.2016 Bulletin 2016/21

(43) Date of publication A2: 
12.03.2014 Bulletin 2014/11

(21) Application number: 13183426.9

(22) Date of filing: 06.09.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
E21B 49/10 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 11.09.2012 US 201213609903

(71) Applicants:  
• Schlumberger Technology B.V.

2514 JG The Hague (NL)
• Services Pétroliers Schlumberger

75007 Paris (FR)

• Schlumberger Holdings Limited
Road Town, Tortola (VG)

(72) Inventors:  
• Yajima, Yoshitake

Sugar Land, TX Texas 77479 (US)
• Landsiedel, Nathan

Fresno, TX Texas 77545 (US)
• Campanac, Pierre Henri

Sugar Land, TX Texas 77479 (US)

(74) Representative: Oxley, Robin John George
Marks & Clerk LLP 
Alpha Tower 
Suffolk Street Queensway
Birmingham B1 1TT (GB)

(54) Minimization of contaminants in a sample chamber

(57) A formation testing apparatus and method for
obtaining samples with lower levels of contaminants is
provided. Such a method can remove contaminants from
a fluid sample, and can include the steps of obtaining
fluid from a formation and passing a first quantity of the
fluid through a sample flow line (518, 520). A connection
(524) between the sample flow line and a sample cham-
ber (532) can be opened, and a first portion of the first
quantity of the fluid can be drawn into the sample cham-
ber (532) via a floating piston. The first portion can be
forced out of the sample chamber (532) , and this process
can be repeated until sufficient contaminants have been
removed. Finally, a second portion of the first quantity of
the fluid can be drawn into the sample chamber as the
fluid sample.
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