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(54) Boot

(57) A boot comprises a sole (12), an upper (14) in-
cluding a foot portion (15) and a leg portion (16). The leg
portion (16) is moveable in use between a first position

around a wearer’s leg and a second position, in which
the leg portion (16) is reversed and passed over the foot
portion (15) and sole (12) to enclose the foot portion (15)
and sole (12).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a boot, and par-
ticularly but not exclusively to a boot with a leg portion,
such as a Wellington boot.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

[0002] The Wellington boot is one of the most com-
monly used domestic boots. Wellington boots are water-
proof boots, most commonly of rubber or polyvinyl chlo-
ride. Typically the boots have a rugged sole with a deep
tread and a flexible rubber upper extending to just below
the knee.
[0003] Wellington boots have become increasingly
popular and now find particular use at festivals, where
the addition of graphic designs have made such boots
fashionable as well as practical. Although such boots pro-
vide a useful solution to walking on wet and/or muddy
ground, they can be awkward to handle, carry and store
after use, particularly if they are very muddy. Such han-
dling and storage can present difficulty for a wearer be-
cause clothes can become muddied by the dirty boots.
They can also be hot and uncomfortable to wear, should
the prevailing conditions change to being warm.
[0004] It is an object of the invention to provide a boot
which substantially mitigates or reduces these problems.

STATEMENT OF INVENTION

[0005] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a boot comprising a sole, an upper including a foot
portion and a leg portion, the leg portion being moveable
in use between a first position around a wearer’s leg and
a second position, in which the leg portion is reversed
and passed over the foot portion and sole to enclose the
foot portion and sole.
[0006] The boot is advantageous in that the leg portion
can be rolled back on itself over the foot portion and sole
to entirely cover or enclose the foot portion and sole. This
allows for the easy storage of the boot, in particular, when
it is muddy, because the relatively clean inner of the in-
side of the leg portion in the reversed position provides
the outer of a bag for enclosing and carrying the muddy
exterior of the boot. The wearer of the boot is provided
with an easy mechanism by which to cover the muddy
outer of the boot, when storage of the boot is required.
Means may be provided for fastening together a pair of
boots, when the leg portion is in either the first or second
position.
[0007] The leg portion may be of any suitably flexible
material, which allows the leg portion to be easily re-
versed and moved to the second position, to enclose the
foot portion and sole of the boot.
[0008] The leg portion may be of a fabric, in particular
a waterproof fabric, such as Gore-Tex (RTM). The fabric
may be breathable and may have an abrasion resistant
outer shell. Alternatively, the leg portion may be made

from a combination of materials, such as a fabric having
a rubber coating. The leg portion may also be of a poly-
meric material, for example, polyvinyl chloride. The use
of such materials is advantageous in allowing the wearer
to easily move the leg portion between the first and sec-
ond positions, in use. Furthermore, the use of such ma-
terials permits the leg portion to be easily formed to the
profile of the foot portion and sole, to fully enclose the
foot portion and sole and to contain mud and the like
inside, when the leg portion is held in the second position
and the open end is closed.
[0009] The leg portion may be provided with a plurality
of fasteners, provided along the rear of the leg portion.
The fasteners are preferably spaced apart, enabling the
leg portion to be folded or rolled down and fastened at a
desired position. The inside of the leg portion may be of
a different colour or texture to the outside, so that when
the fabric is folded or rolled down, a contrast in colour
and/or texture is presented.
[0010] The fasteners combined with the flexibility of
the material provide for adjustment of the leg portion,
such that the wearer can adjust the length of the leg por-
tion, for example in the event of a change in the weather.
This is convenient for the wearer as the boot can be con-
figured, for example, for normal use in the first position
and altered to a partially collapsed position, in the form
of an ankle boot, for use in hotter weather. This adjust-
ability provides flexibility to the wearer, without the need
to entirely change their footwear.
[0011] The fasteners may be provided in the form of
stud fasteners. Alternatively, the fasteners are provided
in the form of button poppers or the like. In each config-
uration, the fasteners are provided with a cooperating
fastener at the upper rear portion of the leg portion. This
allows for the leg portion to folded or rolled down, and
fastened to the rear of the leg portion at a predetermined
location, as described above.
[0012] The leg portion may be provided with releasable
securing means for releasably securing the leg portion
to the foot portion. Such an arrangement allows for the
selective removal of the leg portion from the foot portion.
This arrangement allows the wearer to remove the leg
portion, for example, in hot weather or for cleaning. The
result of removing the leg portion is to provide a low cut
boot. This arrangement is further advantageous in that
a range of different leg portions may be provided, for
example, each leg portion having a different stylised de-
sign.
[0013] The releasable securing means provided on the
leg portion may be provided in the form of a zip fastener
extending around the proximal end of the leg portion and
foot portion. Alternative forms of releasable securing
means may include hook fasteners, clips and the like,
but a watertight fastening is preferred.
[0014] The leg portion may be provided with adjustable
fastening means for fastening the leg portion to a wear-
er’s lower leg when in the first position. The adjustable
fastening means provides for the leg portion to be held
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in place around a wearer’s leg, when it is in use and in
the first position. Providing a fastening means allows for
the leg portion to be securely held to the wearer’s leg and
to prevent it from slipping and gathering around the ankle
of the wearer. Fastening means provided in an adjustable
form allows for the leg portion to be secured to a range
of size of leg, when the leg portion is secured in position.
[0015] The adjustable fastening means may close or
substantially close the leg portion when the leg portion
is moved to the second position. This configuration per-
mits the wearer to close or substantially close the leg
portion around the foot portion and sole. This allows for
the muddy or dirtied leg portion to be reversed and held
in this position, for storage or for cleaning at a later time.
The adjustable fastening means may be provided to fully
close the open end, in order to tie off the leg portion
around the foot portion and sole of the boot, thus reducing
the risk of mud escaping.
[0016] In one configuration, the adjustable fastening
means may be a cord having a toggle. The adjustable
fastening means may alternatively be a lace or an ad-
justable strap. The adjustable strap may be provided with
a hook and loop fastener.
[0017] The boot may be provided with a releasable fas-
tening means for fastening together a pair of boots. The
releasable fastening means may be provided on the boot
at any suitable position. In one configuration, the releas-
able fastening means may be provided on the leg portion
and at the distal end of the leg portion, that is away from
the foot portion of the boot. The releasable fastening
means may be provided as a separate component, aside
from any other fastening or securing means. Alternative-
ly, the releasable fastening means may be provided in
combination with the adjustable fastening means provid-
ed on the leg portion, as previously described. In one
configuration the adjustable fastening means may be a
cord having a toggle, and the releasable fastening means
is provided on each adjustable fastening means of a re-
spective boot of a pair.
[0018] The releasable fastening means may be pro-
vided in the form of a male and female clip disposed on
respective boots of a pair.
[0019] The leg portion of the boot may be provided with
a pocket. The pocket may be an internal pocket, or alter-
natively the pocket may be a pocket external of the leg
portion. In an even further alternative arrangement, the
leg portion may be provided with both an internal and an
external pocket. The addition of an internal or external
pocket provides useful storage space for small personal
possessions and valuables. The pocket or pockets pro-
vided on the leg portion may have any suitable releasable
closure means for securing contents inside the pocket.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, and to show more clearly how it may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made, by way of example,

to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a side view of a first embodiment of
a boot;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of a boot of Figure
1 fitted to a wearer’s foot, when in use;

Figure 3 shows a perspective view of a boot of Figure
1, with the leg portion fully reversed, enclosing the
foot portion and sole of the boot;

Figure 4 shows a perspective view of a pair of boots
of Figure 3;

Figure 5 shows a perspective view of a second em-
bodiment of a boot;

Figure 6 shows a perspective view of a third embod-
iment of a boot; and

Figure 7 shows a perspective view of a fourth em-
bodiment of a boot.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S)

[0021] Referring firstly to Figures 1 and 2, a first em-
bodiment of a boot is shown, indicated generally at 10.
The boot 10 includes a sole 12, an upper indicated gen-
erally at 14 including a foot portion 15 and a leg portion
16. The sole 12 is of conventional type, of rubber and
has a rugged grip on its lowermost surface. The foot por-
tion 15 is of a semi-rigid material and completely sur-
rounds the sole 12.
[0022] The leg portion 16 is of a waterproof fabric, such
as Gore-Tex (RTM) or a polymeric material, such as pol-
yvinyl chloride. The leg portion 16 is shaped to comple-
ment and conform to a wearer’s lower leg and is provided
in the form of a sleeve. In use, the leg portion 16 is fitted
to a wearer’s foot by the wearer first inserting their foot
into the upper 14 and sliding the leg portion 16 up their
lower leg, at least partially, as shown in Figure 2. The leg
portion 16 is generally provided to enclose at least sub-
stantially the wearer’s lower leg, although leg portions of
different lengths may be provided, depending on the
overall design of the boot 10. In construction, the leg por-
tion 16 is connected to the upper 14 about the line indi-
cated at 18.
[0023] A hem or channel 20 is provided at the upper
or distal end of the leg portion 16. The channel 20 may
be formed by folding back an end portion of the distal
end of the leg portion and stitching the portion in position.
Alternatively, the channel 20 may be formed by the ad-
dition of material stitched around the distal end of the leg
portion 16. The channel 20 is provided to extend fully
around the distal end of the leg portion 16, forming a
closed channel. In one embodiment, eyelets 22 are pro-
vided on the forward face of the channel 20, about the
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longitudinal plane of the boot 10. A cord 24 is provided
and is housed within the channel 20. Each end of the
cord 24 exits the channel 20 through a respective eyelet
22. A toggle 26 is provided to fasten each end of the cord
24 together and to provide adjustment of the length of
the cord 24, to fasten the leg portion around the leg of
the wearer, when in use. The cords 24 and toggle 26 are
positioned at the front of the boot so as to be positioned
in easy reach of the wearer.
[0024] The leg portion 16 is shaped with a generally
angled upper end. The angled top of the leg portion is
provided to slope towards the front of the boot. This pro-
vides a larger opening to allow the leg portion 16 to roll
over the sole of the shoe when it is moved to the second
position.
[0025] Referring now to Figure 3, the boot 10 is shown
with the leg portion in a second position. In use, the leg
portion 16 is moved to the second position by the wearer
first loosening or lengthening the cord 24 and thus loos-
ening the leg portion 16. The leg portion 16 may then be
reversed about itself and slid down the leg of the wearer
until the leg portion 16 becomes completely reversed
about the connection 18 between the leg portion 16 and
the upper 14, as shown. Once this action has been com-
pleted, the leg portion 16 may be further retracted until
it fully encloses the upper 14 and the sole 12. The cord
24 can then be shortened to secure the leg portion 16 in
position around the upper and the sole.
[0026] Figure 4 shows a pair of boots 10 as previously
described, but with male and female resilient clips pro-
vided on the cords 24 of the boots. The clips 28 allow for
the securing together of the pair of boots when the leg
portion 16 is reversed over the foot portion and sole, when
in the second position. The clips 28 may also be used to
fasten together a pair of boots when the leg portion 16
is in the first position. Using the clips 28, the boots can
be fastened together and the cord 24 connecting the
boots used to carry the boots, for example, around the
wearer’s neck.
[0027] Figure 5 shows a second embodiment of a boot,
indicated generally at 110. The boot 110 includes a sole
112, an upper 114 having a foot portion and a leg portion
116. The sole 112 and upper 114 have features in com-
mon with the first embodiment.
[0028] The leg portion 116 is releasably connected to
the upper 114 about the line indicated at 118. A zip fas-
tener 120 is provided around the proximal end of the leg
portion 116 and the upper 114. The provision of a zip
fastener 120 allows for the leg portion 116 to be selec-
tively removed from the boot 110, when it is not required.
[0029] Referring now to Figure 6, there is shown a third
embodiment of a boot, indicated generally at 210. Again,
the boot 210 shown in these Figures has a sole 212, an
upper indicated generally at 214 having a foot portion
215 and a leg portion 216, having features in common
with the first embodiment and as described.
[0030] The embodiment shown in Figure 6 also has a
channel 220, formed in a similar way to that previously

described. Again, a cord 224 is provided for securing the
leg portion 216 to the wearer’s leg. A toggle 226 is pro-
vided to clamp the cord 224 at a desired length once the
leg portion 216 is in position. An external pocket 230 is
provided and is attached to the channel 220 and is posi-
tioned at the back of the leg portion 228. The pocket 228
may be of any suitable size, but is ideally sized to hold
keys, loose change and other small possessions. A zip
fastener 232 is provided to releasably fasten the pocket
230 closed, when valuables and other such contents are
to be secured away.
[0031] Figure 7 shows a fourth embodiment of a boot
310. The boot 310 has a sole 312, an upper indicated
generally at 314 having a foot portion 315 and a leg por-
tion 316. An internal pocket 334 is provided and attached
to the internal surface of the leg portion 316. A zip fastener
336 is provided to releasably fasten the pocket closed
when required. The internal pocket 334 may be provided
at any position about the inner of the leg portion 316 to
suit. Again, the internal pocket 334 may be of any suitable
size, but is ideally of a suitable size for storing small per-
sonal possessions and the like.
[0032] Figure 7 also shows an alternative arrangement
of fastening means for fastening the leg portion 316 to a
wearer’s leg when the boot 310 is in use. In this embod-
iment, a strap 338 is provided and extends around the
outer of the leg portion 316. A clamp or buckle 340 is
fastened to the leg portion 310 and allows for the strap
338 to be held in position once it has been tightened
around the wearer’s leg. The strap 338 may be provided
with a plurality of holes for cooperating with the buckle
340. The strap 338 may also be provided with a hook
and loop fastener, in an alternative form. Again the strap
338 may hold the leg portion 316 closed, thus enclosing
the foot portion and sole, once the leg portion 316 has
been moved to the second position.
[0033] In a yet further alternative embodiment, the boot
is provided with a plurality of fasteners, provided along
the rear of the leg portion. The fasteners are spaced apart
and allow for the leg portion to be folded or rolled down,
and fastened at a desired location. The upper rear portion
of the leg portion is also provided with a cooperating fas-
tener or fasteners, such that the leg portion can be fas-
tened to the leg portion at a predetermined position. The
fasteners may be stud fasteners. Alternatively, the fas-
teners may be bottom poppers.
[0034] The boot is advantageous in that the leg portion
can be rolled or folded down and fastened, as described
above, to form an ankle boot. In this configuration the
boot is more comfortable to wear if the weather is warm
and dry.
[0035] Furthermore, the leg portion can be moved be-
tween the first and second positions and in the second
position, is arranged to enclose or substantially enclose
the foot portion and sole. This allows a wearer to invert
or reverse the leg portion, in particular when the leg por-
tion is dirtied, to make handling the boot easier and to
reduce the likelihood of dirtying clothes and storage re-
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ceptacles. Whilst the leg portion of conventional boots,
such as Wellington boots, can be folded, it is not possibly
to fully reverse the leg portion to enclose the sole.
[0036] The provision of clips on each respective boot
of a pair is also advantageous in permitting the pair of
boots to be stored together, in one arrangement, with the
leg portion being reversed. This allows the wearer to re-
verse the leg portion and to clip the boots together for
storage, for example, by hanging the boots around the
neck. A removable leg portion permits the selective re-
moval of the leg portion, for example, when it is no longer
required, in hot weather or when it requires cleaning. Fur-
thermore, leg portions of different styles may be provided,
allowing the wearer to customise the appearance of the
boot, whilst using a standard foot portion and sole.
[0037] It is understood that variations may be made in
the foregoing without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims. For exam-
ple, the elements and teachings of the various illustrative
embodiments may be combined in whole or in part in
some or all of the illustrative embodiments. In addition,
one or more of the elements and teachings of the various
illustrative embodiments may be omitted, at least in part,
and/or combined, at least in part, with one or more of the
other elements and teachings of the various illustrative
embodiments.

Claims

1. A boot (10) comprising a sole (12), an upper (14)
including a foot portion (15) and a leg portion (16),
the leg portion (16) being moveable in use between
a first position around a wearer’s leg and a second
position, in which the leg portion (16) is reversed and
passed over the foot portion (15) and sole (12) to
enclose the foot portion (15) and sole (12).

2. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 1, in which the leg
portion (16) is of a flexible material.

3. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 2, in which the leg
portion (16) is of a waterproof fabric.

4. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 2, in which the leg
portion (16) is of polyvinyl chloride.

5. A boot (10) as claimed in any preceding claim, in
which the leg portion (16) includes a plurality of fas-
teners for fastening the leg portion in one of a plurality
of rolled or folded positions for conversion of the boot
into an ankle boot.

6. A boot (10) as claimed in any preceding claim, in
which the leg portion (16) has releasable securing
means (120) for releasably securing the leg portion
(16) to the foot portion (15).

7. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 6, in which the re-
leasable securing means (120) is a zip fastener ex-
tending around the proximal end of the leg portion
(16) and foot portion (15).

8. A boot (10) as claimed in any preceding claim, in
which the leg portion (16) is provided with adjustable
fastening means (24) for fastening the leg portion
(16) to a wearer’s lower leg when in the first position.

9. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 8, in which the ad-
justable fastening means (24) closes or substantially
closes the leg portion (16) when in the second posi-
tion.

10. A boot (10) as claimed in either of claims 8 or 9, in
which the adjustable fastening means (24) is a cord
having a toggle, a lace, or an adjustable strap.

11. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 8, in which a releas-
able fastening means (28) is provided for fastening
together a pair of boots.

12. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 11, in which the re-
leasable fastening means (28) includes male and
female clips disposed on respective boots of a pair.

13. A boot (10) as claimed in any preceding claim, in
which the leg portion (16) is provided with a pocket
(334).

14. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 13, in which the pock-
et (334) is an internal pocket.

15. A boot (10) as claimed in claim 13, in which the pock-
et (230) is external of the leg portion (16).
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