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(54) Information processing apparatus having user authentication function and authentication 
method

(57) The information processing apparatus includes
first authentication portion, human body detecting por-
tion, de-authentication portion, and second authentica-
tion portion. The first authentication portion shifts the
state of the information processing apparatus to a login
state in accordance with a predetermined first login op-
eration. The human body detecting portion detects a hu-
man body within a predetermined range from the infor-
mation processing apparatus. The de-authentication por-

tion cancels the login state when a human body is not
detected by the human body detecting portion during the
login state. The second authentication portion shifts the
state of the information processing apparatus to the login
state in accordance with a second login operation involv-
ing less operation steps than the first login operation after
the login state is canceled by the de-authentication por-
tion.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an authenti-
cation method to be employed when a user logs in to an
information processing apparatus.
[0002] Image forming apparatuses such as a copying
machine and a multifunction peripheral (examples of the
information processing apparatus) are conventionally
known which authenticate a user in accordance with a
login operation in which a user ID, a password, and the
like are entered, to shift to a login state for the user. In
addition, a configuration is also known which automati-
cally executes logout processing when a user is away
from the image forming apparatus for longer than a pre-
determined period of time during the login state.

SUMMARY

[0003] An information processing apparatus according
to an aspect of the present disclosure includes first au-
thentication portion, human body detecting portion, de-
authentication portion, and second authentication por-
tion. The first authentication portion shifts the state of the
information processing apparatus to a login state in ac-
cordance with a predetermined first login operation. The
human body detecting portion detects a human body
within a predetermined range from the information
processing apparatus. The de-authentication portion
cancels the login state when a human body is not detect-
ed by the human body detecting portion during the login
state. The second authentication portion shifts the state
of the information processing apparatus to the login state
in accordance with a second login operation involving
less operation steps than the first login operation after
the login state is canceled by the de-authentication por-
tion.
[0004] An authentication method according to another
aspect of the present disclosure includes a first authen-
tication step, a de-authentication step, and a second au-
thentication step. The first authentication step shifts the
state of an information processing apparatus to a login
state in accordance with a predetermined first login op-
eration. The de-authentication step cancels the login
state when a human body is not detected by a human
body detecting portion (6) that detects a human body
within a predetermined range from the information
processing apparatus during the login state. The second
authentication step shifts the state of the information
processing apparatus to the login state in accordance
with a second login operation involving less operation
steps than the first login operation after the login state is
canceled by the de-authentication step.
[0005] This Summary is provided to introduce a selec-
tion of concepts in a simplified form that are further de-
scribed below in the Detailed Description with reference
where appropriate to the accompanying drawings. This

Summary is not intended to identify key features or es-
sential features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it
intended to be used to limit the scope of the claimed
subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject matter
is not limited to implementations that solve any or all dis-
advantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating essential por-
tions of a multifunction peripheral according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a schematic sectional view illustrating es-
sential portions of a multifunction peripheral accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the system con-
figuration of a multifunction peripheral according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 4 is a flowchart to be used for description of an
example of procedure of login management
processing to be executed in a multifunction periph-
eral according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart to be used for description of an
example of procedure of re-login processing to be
executed in a multifunction peripheral according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C are diagrams illustrating ex-
amples of operation screens to be used in a multi-
function peripheral according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

<Schematic configuration of multifunction peripheral 10>

[0007] First, a schematic configuration of the multifunc-
tion peripheral 10 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure will be described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 3.
[0008] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, the multifunction pe-
ripheral 10 is an example of an information processing
apparatus including an image reading portion 1, an op-
eration display portion 2, an image forming portion 3, a
sheet feed cassette 4, a control portion 5, a human body
detecting portion 6, a data storage portion 7, and so on.
[0009] The multifunction peripheral 10 is merely an ex-
ample of the information processing apparatus according
to the present disclosure, and image reading apparatus-
es and image forming apparatuses such as scanners,
facsimile machines, printers, and copying machines that
execute either or both of image reading processing and
image forming processing also fall under the information
processing apparatus according to the present disclo-
sure. Furthermore, personal computers, television sets,
smartphones, tablets, PDAs, and other home electric ap-
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pliances also fall under the information processing ap-
paratus according to the present disclosure.
[0010] The image reading portion 1 is an image reading
portion (an example of an image processing portion) that
executes image reading processing to read image data
from a document sheet. As shown in FIG. 2, the image
reading portion 1 includes a contact glass 11, a reading
unit 12, mirrors 13 and 14, an optical lens 15, and a CCD
(Charge Coupled Device) 16.
[0011] The contact glass 11 is provided on the upper
surface of the image reading portion 1, and is a trans-
parent document table on which a document sheet is
placed as an image reading target. An automatic docu-
ment feeder (ADF) including a cover portion that covers
the contact glass 11 and a conveying device that auto-
matically conveys the document sheet is mounted to an
upper part of the image reading portion 1. However, the
ADF is not shown in the present embodiment.
[0012] The reading unit 12 includes an LED light
source 121 and a mirror 122, and can be moved in a
secondary scanning direction 71 by a movement mech-
anism, not shown, with a drive motor such as a stepping
motor. When the reading unit 12 is moved in the second-
ary scanning direction by the drive motor, scanning in
the secondary scanning direction is performed with light
applied from the LED light source 121 onto the contact
glass 11.
[0013] The LED light source 121 includes a plurality of
white LEDs arranged along a primary scanning direction
(a direction into the page of FIG. 2) and emits one line
of white light toward the document sheet in a reading
position 12A on the contact glass 11. The reading position
12A moves in the secondary scanning direction as the
reading unit 12 moves in the secondary scanning direc-
tion.
[0014] The mirror 122 reflects, toward the mirror 13,
light emitted from the LED light source 121 to the docu-
ment sheet in the reading position 12A and reflected
therefrom. The light reflected from the mirror 122 is then
guided to the optical lens 15 by the mirrors 13 and 14.
The optical lens 15 concentrates the light entering thereto
and causes the concentrated light to enter the CCD 16.
[0015] The CCD 16 is a photoelectric conversion ele-
ment that converts the light received therein into an elec-
tric signal (voltage) corresponding to the amount of the
light and outputs the electric signal as image data. Spe-
cifically, the CCD 16 reads image data of the document
sheet based on the light emitted from LED light source
121 and reflected from the document sheet. The image
data read by the CCD 16 is input to the control portion 5.
[0016] The image forming portion 3 is an image forming
portion (an example of the image processing portion) of
an electrophotographic type that executes image forming
processing (printing processing) based on the image da-
ta read by the image reading portion 1 or on image data
input from an external information processing apparatus
such as a personal computer.
[0017] As shown in FIG. 2, the image forming portion

3 includes a photosensitive drum 31, a charging device
32, an exposure device (LSU) 33, a developing device
34, a transfer roller 35, a cleaning device 36, a heating
roller 37, a pressure roller 38, and so on. In the image
forming portion 3, an image is formed on a paper sheet
fed from the sheet feed cassette 4 by the following pro-
cedure.
[0018] First, the photosensitive drum 31 is uniformly
charged at a predetermined potential by the charging de-
vice 32. Next, light based on image data is applied to the
surface of the photosensitive drum 31 by the exposure
device 33. Thus, an electrostatic latent image corre-
sponding to the image data is formed on the surface of
the photosensitive drum 31. Then, the electrostatic latent
image on the photosensitive drum 31 is developed (vis-
ualized) as a toner image by the developing device 34.
A toner (developer) is supplied to the developing device
34 from a toner container, not shown, that is attachable
to and detachable from the image forming portion 3. Sub-
sequently, the toner image formed on the photosensitive
drum 31 is transferred onto a paper sheet by the transfer
roller 35. Thereafter, the toner image transferred on the
paper sheet is melted and fixed by heating by the heating
roller 37 when the paper sheet passes between the heat-
ing roller 37 and the pressure roller 38. The surface of
the photosensitive drum 31 is cleaned by the cleaning
device 36.
[0019] The sheet feed cassette 4 contains a plurality
of paper sheets. The sheet feed cassette 4 includes a
paper sheet level sensor that detects the level of paper
sheets contained in the cassette, and the paper sheet
level sensor inputs the level of paper sheets detected to
the control portion 5. The control portion 5 detects errors
such as an out of paper error in the sheet feed cassette
4 according to the detection result provided by the paper
sheet level sensor.
[0020] Here, various conventionally-known detection
techniques may be employed as the technique of the
paper sheet level detection with the paper sheet level
sensor. For example, the paper sheet level sensor may
include an optical sensor that detects presence or ab-
sence of paper sheets in the sheet feed cassette 4. The
sheet feed cassette 4 is provided with a lift plate that lifts
up the paper sheets in the sheet feed cassette 4 till the
uppermost paper sheet contacts a pickup roller. The pa-
per sheet level sensor may therefore detect the paper
sheet level according to the position of the elevating lift
plate. Alternatively or additionally, the control portion 5
may detect the paper sheet level (the number of paper
sheets) based on the time until the uppermost paper
sheet contacts the pickup roller with the elevation of the
lift plate when the sheet feed cassette 4 is attached to
the multifunction peripheral 10, and on the print counts
thereafter.
[0021] The operation display portion 2 includes a touch
panel 21 and operation buttons 22 as shown in FIG. 1.
The touch panel 21 has a display portion such as a liquid
crystal panel that displays various pieces of information
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in accordance with control instructions from the control
portion 5 and a position detecting portion that inputs op-
eration signals to the control portion 5 in response to
operation entry by a user. That is, the touch panel 21
serves as a display portion and as an operation portion
in the multifunction peripheral 10. The operation buttons
22 include various operation buttons such as a numeric
keypad and a start key that allow the user to input various
operations to the control portion 5. Pressed by the user,
each operation button 22 inputs an operation signal cor-
responding to the operation button to the control portion
5.
[0022] The human body detecting portion 6 is provided
in a front panel of the multifunction peripheral 10 and
detects a human body within a predetermined detection
range from the multifunction peripheral 10. For example,
when a user operates the operation display portion 2, the
human body detecting portion 6 detects a human body
within the detection range where the presence of the user
is detectable. The human body detecting portion 6 may
be a pyroelectric infrared sensor that detects the pres-
ence of a human body by detecting a thermal change
based on incident infrared rays, for example. The human
body detecting portion 6 may be various conventionally-
known sensors such as an ultrasonic displacement sen-
sor that detects contiguity of a human body using ultra-
sound, for example. The result of the detection by the
human body detecting portion 6 is input to the control
portion 5. Accordingly, the control portion 5 can deter-
mine whether or not a user is present near the multifunc-
tion peripheral 10. For example, the control portion 5
starts displaying the touch panel 21 of the operation dis-
play portion 2 when a human body is detected by the
human body detecting portion 6 and stops displaying the
touch panel 21 when a human body is no longer detected
by the human body detecting portion 6. The power con-
sumption by the display of the touch panel 21 is thereby
reduced.
[0023] The data storage portion 7 is a nonvolatile stor-
age portion such as a hard disk or an SSD that stores
match information regarding IDs and passwords of users
previously registered as users authorized to use the mul-
tifunction peripheral 10. The match information is referred
to in user authentication processing in login management
processing and re-login processing to be executed by
the control portion 5 as described later.
[0024] As shown in FIG. 3, the control portion 5 is a
computer that has control devices such as a CPU 51, a
ROM 52, a RAM 53, and an EEPROM 54, and controls
the operation of the multifunction peripheral 10. Specifi-
cally, the control portion 5 causes the multifunction pe-
ripheral 10 to execute copy processing, scan processing,
print processing, facsimile processing, and the like by
causing the CPU 51 to execute various control programs
prestored in the ROM 52. The RAM 53 is a volatile storage
portion, and the EEPROM 54 is a nonvolatile storage
portion. They are used as a temporary memory of various
sorts of processing to be executed by the CPU 51 or an

image memory. The control portion 5 may be formed of
an electronic circuit such as integrated circuits (ASIC and
DSP). The control portion 5 may be a control portion pro-
vided separately from a main control portion that provides
overall control of the multifunction peripheral 10.
[0025] In the ROM 52 of the control portion 5, an au-
thentication program is prestored which causes the CPU
51 of the control portion 5 to execute the login manage-
ment processing (see FIG. 4) and the re-login processing
(see FIG. 5) described later. The control portion 5 controls
user’s login state to the multifunction peripheral 10 by
executing the login management processing and the re-
login processing.
[0026] The authentication program is stored in a com-
puter-readable recording medium such as a CD, a DVD,
and a flash memory, and may be installed from the re-
cording medium into a storage portion such as the EEP-
ROM 54 or the data storage portion 7 of the control portion
5. The present disclosure may be understood as an au-
thentication method including execution of the procedure
of the login management processing and the re-login
processing in the multifunction peripheral 10. The
present disclosure may also be understood as disclosure
of an authentication program for causing the control por-
tion 5 to execute the procedure of the login management
processing and the re-login processing or disclosure of
a computer-readable recording medium in which the au-
thentication program is stored.
[0027] In case of an error such as an out of paper error
or an out of toner error in an image forming apparatus
such as the multifunction peripheral 10, the user may
temporarily leave the image forming apparatus in order
to deal with the error. In this case, the user is highly likely
to continue using the image forming apparatus after elim-
inating the error. In the conventional art, however, such
a temporal absence may cause the automatic cancella-
tion of the login state, and then the user needs to perform
again a login operation involving entry of his/her ID and
password after eliminating the error in the image forming
apparatus. If the login state is maintained during a pre-
determined period of time after the user leaves the image
forming apparatus, on the other hand, the image forming
apparatus may be used by another user while the login
state is maintained. In contrast, the multifunction periph-
eral 10 can reduce re-login steps to be performed by the
user, while preventing the use by others during the user’s
login state.

<Login management processing>

[0028] Hereinafter, an example of the procedure of the
login management processing to be executed by the con-
trol portion 5 will be described with reference to FIG. 4.
The procedure (steps) of the login management process-
ing to be executed by the control portion 5 will be referred
to as steps S1, S2, and so on.
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[Step S1]

[0029] First, in step S1, the control portion 5 deter-
mines whether a predetermined login operation has been
performed on the operation display portion 2. The login
operation includes a plurality of steps of operation pro-
cedure to be performed on the operation display portion
2.
[0030] Specifically, the control portion 5 causes the
touch panel 21 of the operation display portion 2 to dis-
play a normal login screen P1 for a user to perform a
normal login operation when a human body is detected
within the detection range of the human body detecting
portion 6.
[0031] Here, FIG. 6A is a diagram illustrating an exam-
ple of the normal login screen P1. The normal login
screen P1 shown in FIG. 6A displays an ID entry portion
211 for entry of a user ID and a PW entry portion 212 for
entry of a user password. The user enters an ID into the
ID entry portion 211 and a password into the PW entry
portion 212. That is, the login operation to be performed
by the user (corresponding to the first login operation)
includes a plurality of operation steps of the ID entry por-
tion 211 and the PW entry portion 212. Meanwhile, once
the ID entry portion 211 or the PW entry portion 212 is
operated, the control portion 5 causes the touch panel
21 to display a software keyboard to receive the entry of
the user ID and password with the use of the software
keyboard.
[0032] Here, the control portion 5 shifts the processing
to step S2 when it determines that the login operation
has been performed (Yes in S1). On the other hand, the
control portion 5 keeps the processing in step S1 till the
login operation is performed (No in S1).
[0033] In the present embodiment, the case where the
control portion 5 carries out the login operation using the
touch panel 21 of the operation display portion 2 is de-
scribed as an example. However, the login operation is
not limited to the case. Examples of the first login oper-
ation include the case where the multifunction peripheral
10 includes a card reader or a fingerprint matcher, and
a user lets the card reader or the fingerprint matcher read
his/her ID card or his/her fingerprint, and subsequently
enters a predetermined password.

[Step S2]

[0034] In step S2, the control portion 5 checks the ID
and the password input to the ID entry portion 211 and
the PW entry portion 212 against the ID and the password
in the match information stored in the data storage portion
7 to determine user authentication.
[0035] Here, the control portion 5 shifts the processing
to step S3 when it determines that the check result is a
match, and thus the user has been authenticated (Yes
in S2). On the other hand, the control portion 5 causes
the touch panel 21 of the operation display portion 2 to
display a message telling that the user has not been au-

thenticated and shifts the processing to step S1 when
the check result is not a match (No in S2).

[Step S3]

[0036] In step S3, the control portion 5 shifts the state
of the multifunction peripheral 10 to a login state for the
user authenticated in step S2. Then, various operations
are performed while the multifunction peripheral 10 is in
the login state for the user. For example, reference to the
user’s data folders stored in the multifunction peripheral
10 is allowed, and the number of sheets printed in the
multifunction peripheral 10 is counted up as the user’s
print counts.
[0037] The control portion 5 corresponds to a first au-
thentication portion when it executes the processing to
shift the state of the multifunction peripheral 10 to a login
state in accordance with the login operation performed
on the touch panel 21 in the normal login screen P1 as
described above (first authentication process). Hereinaf-
ter, for convenience of description, the user authenticat-
ed in step S2 will be referred to as the particular user,
and any other user than the particular user will be referred
to as third-party user.

[Step S4]

[0038] In step S4, the control portion 5 determines
whether or not a predetermined logout operation has
been performed on the operation display portion 2. For
example, the logout operation is operation of a logout
key (not shown) displayed on the touch panel 21 of the
operation display portion 2.
[0039] Here, the control portion 5 shifts the processing
to step S41 when it determines that the logout operation
has been performed (Yes in S4). On the other hand, the
control portion 5 shifts the processing to step S5 when
the logout operation has not been performed (No in S4).

[Step S41]

[0040] In step S41, the control portion 5 executes the
logout processing to cancel the login state for the partic-
ular user and returns the processing to step S1.

[Step S5]

[0041] On the other hand, in step S5, the control portion
5 determines whether or not a human body is being de-
tected by the human body detecting portion 6. For exam-
ple, the control portion 5 determines that a human body
is no longer being detected when no human body move-
ment is detected by the human body detecting portion 6
for longer than a predetermined period of time.
[0042] Here, the control portion 5 shifts the processing
to step S4 when it determines that a human body is being
detected by the human body detecting portion 6 (Yes in
S5). On the other hand, the control portion 5 shifts the
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processing to step S6 when it determines that a human
body is no longer being detected by the human body
detecting portion 6 (No in S5). Accordingly, the multifunc-
tion peripheral 10 is kept in the login state as long as a
human body is being detected by the human body de-
tecting portion 6.

[Step S6]

[0043] In step S6, the control portion 5 determines
whether or not any error of predetermined error items is
occurring on the multifunction peripheral 10. That is, in
step S6, the control portion 5 determines whether a hu-
man body is no longer being detected by the human body
detecting portion 6 during the occurrence of error on the
multifunction peripheral 10. Examples of the predeter-
mined error items include paper jam, out of paper, out of
toner (out of ink), time to replace photosensitive drum,
toner waste container full, and dirt on contact glass.
Meanwhile, the control portion 5 separately executes
processing for monitoring occurrence of an error in the
multifunction peripheral 10. This processing is the same
as conventional one, and therefore description thereof
will be omitted here.
[0044] Here, the control portion 5 shifts the processing
to step S7 when it determines that an error of the prede-
termined error items is occurring (Yes in S6). On the other
hand, the control portion 5 shifts the processing to step
S41 so that the login state will be automatically canceled
when no error of the predetermined error items is occur-
ring (No in S6).

[Step S7]

[0045] In step S7, the control portion 5 stores login in-
formation concerning the particular user and job informa-
tion concerning the content of a job set up during the
login state, into a storage portion such as the EEPROM
54 or the data storage portion 7. Here, the control portion
5 corresponds to a job storage control portion when it
carries out step 7. Thereby, in the multifunction peripheral
10, the job setup information will be maintained in a stor-
age portion such as the EEPROM 54 or the data storage
portion 7 when the login state for the particular user is
canceled in step S8 described later.
[0046] The login information includes name, ID, pass-
word, and login date and time, for example, of the par-
ticular user with the login state. The job content includes
print counts, print size, enlargement and reduction, 2 in
1 printing, density, address of data transmission, and job
progress up to occurrence of an error (remaining job),
for example. In step S7, error information concerning the
error determined to be occurring in step S6 is also stored
in a storage portion such as the EEPROM54 or the data
storage portion 7 together with the login information and
the job setup information.

[Step S8]

[0047] In step S8, the control portion 5 executes the
logout processing to cancel the login state for the partic-
ular user. Thus, in the multifunction peripheral 10, the
login state is automatically canceled in step S41 or in
step S8 when a human body is no longer being detected
by the human body detecting portion 6 while the error is
occurring during the login state (No in S5 and Yes in S6).
Here, the control portion 5 corresponds to a de-authen-
tication portion when it executes processing to automat-
ically cancel the login state in accordance with a detection
result provided by the human body detecting portion 6
(de-authentication process).

[Step S9]

[0048] In step S9, the control portion 5 puts the
processing on hold till the error determined to be occur-
ring in step S6 is eliminated (No in S9). The control portion
5 shifts the processing to step S10 once the error is elim-
inated (Yes in S9). In case of an out of paper error in the
multifunction peripheral 10, for example, the error is elim-
inated by supplying paper sheets to the sheet feed cas-
sette 4 of the multifunction peripheral 10.

[Step S10]

[0049] Subsequently, in step S10, the control portion
5 executes the re-login processing that enables the mul-
tifunction peripheral 10 to return to the login state for the
particular user with simplified operation by the particular
user. After completion of the re-login processing, the con-
trol portion 5 returns the processing to step S1.

<Re-login processing>

[0050] Hereinafter, an example of the procedure of the
re-login processing to be executed by the control portion
5 will be described with reference to FIG. 5. The proce-
dure (steps) of the re-login processing to be executed by
the control portion 5 will be referred to as steps S11, S12,
and so on.

[Step S11]

[0051] First, in step S11, the control portion 5 causes
the touch panel 21 to display a re-login screen P2 that
allows the particular user to perform re-login with simpli-
fied operation. The control portion 5 may cause the touch
panel 21 to display the re-login screen P2 only when a
human body is being detected by the human body de-
tecting portion 6 and not to display the re-login screen
P2 when a human body is not being detected.
[0052] Here, FIG. 6B is a diagram illustrating an exam-
ple of the re-login screen P2. As shown in FIG. 6B, the
re-login screen P2 displays an operation screen P21 for
the particular user to perform re-login and an operation
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screen P22 for the third-party user to perform normal
login.
[0053] The operation screen P21 displays a re-login
key 213 (an example of a first operation key) and a job
restart key 214 (an example of a second operation key)
as well as identification information "A" of the particular
user. The re-login key 213 is an operation key to be op-
erated when the particular user performs re-login. The
job restart key 214 is an operation key to be operated
when the particular user restarts the job set up in the
previous login state and interrupted due to the error. In
another embodiment, the operation screen P21 may dis-
play only one of the re-login key 213 and the job restart
key 214.
[0054] The operation screen P22 displays a new login
key 215 (an example of a third operation key) for display-
ing the normal login screen P1 (see FIG. 6A), which is
displayed in step S1.

[Steps S12 to S14]

[0055] Next, in steps S12 to S14, the control portion 5
puts the processing on hold till one of the re-login key
213, the job restart key 214, and the new login key 215
displayed on the touch panel 21 is selected (No in S12
to S14).
[0056] The control portion 5 shifts the processing to
step S121 when it determines that the re-login key 213
has been operated (Yes in S12). The control portion 5
shifts the processing to step S131 when it determines
that the job restart key 214 has been operated (Yes in
S13). Alternatively, the control portion 5 shifts the
processing to step S15 when it determines that the new
login key 215 has been operated (Yes in S14). In another
embodiment, the control portion 5 may shift the process-
ing to step S15 when the user has not performed any
operation on the re-login screen P2 for a predetermined
period of time after the control portion 5 determines that
the error has been eliminated in step S9.

[Step S121]

[0057] When the re-login key 213 has been operated,
the control portion 5 shifts, in following step S121, the
state of the multifunction peripheral 10 to the login state
for the particular user, and subsequently shifts the
processing to step S4 for the login management process-
ing (see FIG. 4). Specifically, the control portion 5 deter-
mines the particular user based on the login information
stored in the EEPROM 54 in step S7 in the login man-
agement processing (see FIG. 4) and shifts the state of
the multifunction peripheral 10 to the login state for the
particular user.
[0058] As described above, the control portion 5 shifts
the state of the multifunction peripheral 10 to the login
state for the particular user according only to the opera-
tion of the re-login key 213 without requiring the normal
login operation on the normal login screen P1 (see FIG.

6A). Thus, the user can log in to the multifunction periph-
eral 10 again with simplified operation procedure involv-
ing less operation steps than the operation procedure on
the normal login screen P1. Here, the operation of the
re-login key 213 is an example of the second login oper-
ation, and the control portion 5 corresponds to a second
authentication portion when it executes the processing
to shift the state of the multifunction peripheral 10 to the
login state in accordance with the second login operation
(a second authentication step).
[0059] The control portion 5A may cause the touch
panel 21 to display a simplified login screen P3 as shown
in FIG. 6C when the re-login key 213 has been operated.
The simplified login screen P3 displays only the PW entry
portion 212 without showing the ID entry portion 211,
which is displayed on the normal login screen P1 (see
FIG. 6A). The control portion 5 executes processing to
authenticate the particular user as in step S3 once a pass-
word is input to the PW entry portion 212 by operation of
the touch panel 21 by the user. Specifically, the control
portion 5 retrieves the ID of the particular user out of the
login information stored in the EEPROM 54 and authen-
ticates the particular user in accordance with the ID and
the password. Such a configuration also allows the par-
ticular user to perform less operation steps for the re-
login operation than the steps of the normal login oper-
ation since the particular user can omit the step of enter-
ing the ID. It should be noted that the above-described
re-login technique is only an example and the re-login
may be performed in accordance with any technique in-
volving other operation procedure as long as the tech-
nique allows the user to perform less operation steps
than the steps of the normal login operation. For example,
the number of characters of the ID or the password to be
entered may be shortened to the first or last few charac-
ters. In the configuration employing the login technique
including the card reading operation with a card reader
and the password entry, the re-login may be caused by
only one of the card reading operation and the password
entry.

[Steps S131 to S132]

[0060] When the job restart key 214 is operated, the
control portion 5 shifts, in following step S131, the state
of the multifunction peripheral 10 to the login state for the
particular user as in step S121. Here, the operation of
the job restart key 214 is an example of a job restart
operation.
[0061] Subsequently, in step S132, when there is a job
interrupted due to the occurrence of the error during the
login state for the particular user, the control portion 5
restarts the job. Then, the control portion 5 shifts the
processing to step S4.
[0062] Specifically, the control portion 5 determines
the job content based on the job setup information stored
in the EEPROM 54 or in the data storage portion 7 in
step S7 in the login management processing (see FIG.
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4) and causes the multifunction peripheral 10 to restart
the job. The control portion 5 skips step S132 and shifts
the processing to step S3 when no job is being interrupt-
ed. In another embodiment, the control portion 5 may not
cause the re-login screen to display the job restart key
214 when no job is being interrupted.
[0063] As described above, the control portion 5 exe-
cutes the re-login and the restart of the interrupted job
according only to the operation of the job restart key 214
without requiring the normal login operation on the nor-
mal login screen P1 (see FIG. 6A) and job resetting. Thus,
the particular user can log in to the multifunction periph-
eral 10 again with simplified operation procedure involv-
ing less operation steps than the operation procedure on
the normal login screen P1 and make the multifunction
peripheral 10 restart the job. Accordingly, the particular
user is free from the burden of resetting the job. Here,
the operation of the job restart key 214 is also an example
of the second login operation, and the control portion 5
corresponds to a job restart portion when it executes the
processing to restart the job.

[Step S15]

[0064] On the other hand, when the new login key 215
has been operated, the control portion 5 deletes, in fol-
lowing step S15, the login information and the job setup
information stored in the EEPROM 54 or in the data stor-
age portion 7. Subsequently, the control portion 5 termi-
nates the re-login processing and shifts the processing
to step S1 in the login management processing (see FIG.
4), thereby causing the touch panel 21 to display the nor-
mal login screen P1.
[0065] Consequently, the third-party user will execute
the normal login operation to the multifunction peripheral
10 on the normal login screen P1 as the third-party user
himself/herself rather than as the particular user by op-
erating the new login key 215. In another embodiment,
the control portion 5 may not delete the job setup infor-
mation in step S15, and the interrupted job can be re-
started based on the job setup information at the next
login by the particular user.
[0066] As described above, in the multifunction periph-
eral 10, when the particular user temporarily leaves the
multifunction peripheral 10 due to occurrence of an error
during the login state for the particular user and then the
error is eliminated, the particular user can log in again
with simplified operation.
[0067] The third-party user, who is not the particular
user, will intentionally select between the login as the
particular user who is not himself/herself and the login
as the third-party user himself/herself on the re-login
screen P2. In order for the third-party user to use the
multifunction peripheral 10 in the login state for the par-
ticular user, therefore, the third-party user needs to in-
tentionally log in as the particular user who is not him-
self/herself. This prevents unauthorized use, that is, use
of the multifunction peripheral 10 by the third-party user

in a login state for another user.
[0068] In the present embodiment, the case where the
user temporarily leaves the multifunction peripheral 10
due to occurrence of an error in the multifunction periph-
eral 10 has been described as an example. However,
the present disclosure is not limited to such a case. Spe-
cifically, in another embodiment, the login state may be
automatically canceled when a human body is no longer
being detected by the human body detecting portion 6,
and the re-login processing in step S10 may be executed
at the next detection of a human body by the human body
detecting portion 6. Thereby, when the particular user
having logged in to the multifunction peripheral 10 tem-
porarily leaves the multifunction peripheral 10, and then
needs to use the multifunction peripheral 10 again, the
particular user can log in again with simplified operation,
and unauthorized use by the third-party user can be pre-
vented.
[0069] It is to be understood that the embodiments
herein are illustrative and not restrictive, since the scope
of the invention is defined by the appended claims rather
than by the description preceding them, and all changes
that fall within metes and bounds of the claims, or equiv-
alence of such metes and bounds thereof are therefore
intended to be embraced by the claims.

Claims

1. An information processing apparatus (10) compris-
ing:

a first authentication portion (5) that shifts the
state of the information processing apparatus
(10) to a login state in accordance with a prede-
termined first login operation;
a human body detecting portion (6) that detects
a human body within a predetermined range
from the information processing apparatus (10);
a de-authentication portion (5) that cancels the
login state when a human body is not detected
by the human body detecting portion (6) during
the login state; and
a second authentication portion (5) that shifts
the state of the information processing appara-
tus (10) to the login state in accordance with a
second login operation involving less operation
steps than the first login operation after the login
state is canceled by the de-authentication por-
tion (5).

2. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein when the login state is can-
celed by the de-authentication portion (5) while an
error is occurring in the information processing ap-
paratus (10), and the error is eliminated afterward,
the second authentication portion (5) shifts the state
of the image processing apparatus (10) to the login
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state maintained before the occurrence of the error,
in accordance with the second login operation.

3. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to claim 2, further comprising:

a job storage control portion (5) that stores in a
storage portion job setup information concern-
ing a job set up during the login state when the
login state is canceled by the de-authentication
portion (5); and
a job restart portion (5) that restarts the job
based on the job setup information stored in the
storage portion in accordance with a job restart
operation involving less operation steps than the
first login operation after the login state is can-
celed by the de-authentication portion (5).

4. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to claim 2 or 3, comprising a display control por-
tion (5) that causes a display portion to display a re-
login screen including either or both of a first opera-
tion key (213) and a second operation key (214)
when the login state is canceled by the de-authenti-
cation portion (5) during occurrence of an error in
the information processing apparatus (10) and the
error is eliminated afterward, wherein
the second login operation includes operation of the
first operation key (213), and
the job restart operation includes operation of the
second operation key (214).

5. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to claim 4, wherein the display control portion (5)
causes the display portion to display the re-login
screen when a human body is being detected by the
human body detecting portion (6) and not to display
the re-login screen when a human body is not being
detected by the human body detecting portion (6).

6. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to claim 4 or 5, wherein the display control portion
(5) causes the re-login screen to display a third op-
eration key (215), and
the first authentication portion causes the display
portion to display a normal login screen that allows
the first login operation in accordance with operation
of the third operation key (215).

7. The information processing apparatus (10) accord-
ing to any of claims 1 to 6, comprising an image
processing portion (1, 3) that executes either or both
of image forming processing and image reading
processing.

8. An authentication method comprising:

a first authentication step of shifting the state of

an information processing apparatus to a login
state in accordance with a predetermined first
login operation;
a de-authentication step of canceling the login
state when a human body is not detected by a
human body detecting portion (6) that detects a
human body within a predetermined range from
the information processing apparatus during the
login state; and
a second authentication step of shifting the state
of the information processing apparatus to the
login state in accordance with a second login
operation involving less operation steps than the
first login operation after the login state is can-
celed by the de-authentication step.
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