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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a support for a fluid
applicator and lid of a fluid container. Particularly, but not
exclusively, the invention relates to a support for a paint
brush and paint tin lid.

[0002] The invention can be used with all types of fluid
containers such as paint tins or varnish tins and all types
of applicators, such as brushes, sponges, pens, rollers
etc., from which a fluid might drip during use.

[0003] When a paint brush is used to apply paint from
a paint tin, there is commonly a problem of paint dripping
from the brush onto surfaces that must be kept clean.
This can cause a lot of mess and disruption whilst paint-
ing. In order to minimise paint dripping from the brush
the user often wipes the brush against the rim of the paint
tin. This causes a buildup of paint on the rim and can
lead to paint dripping down the external walls of the tin.
If paint builds up on the rim of the tin the lid will no longer
fit tightly, and can result in the paint drying up when it is
stored. This can make the tin difficult to re-open. Further-
more, the user may require a place to temporarily rest
the brush, without the brush being cleaned. A common
solution is to use the lid as a support for the brush, but
this again can lead to paint dripping onto clean surfaces
and becoming builtup on the lid preventing it from sealing
the can.

[0004] The present invention provides an applicator
and lid support for holding a fluid applicator and a lid of
a fluid container. The support comprises: attachment
means arranged to attach the support to the container in
an attached position; first holding means for holding the
fluid applicator; and second holding means for holding
the lid.

[0005] This allows the lid and the applicator to be held
simultaneously by the support to provide a compact ar-
rangement having a relatively small "footprint’ that the
user can easily carry and move around. The applicator
is held so that any excess fluid left on it will not drip or
be otherwise transferred to surfaces that are clean. Fur-
thermore, the lid is securely held with the container so
that it is readily available at a time when the container
must be sealed, thus preventing the lid from being lost
or otherwise misplaced.

[0006] The present invention overcomes the problem
of paint dripping onto clean surfaces associated with not
having a suitable support for both the brush and lid. The
present invention solves these problems by providing a
simple and compact support for a paint tin lid and brush.
Particularly, the support keeps the lid where it is easily
found at a later stage, and store the brush in such a way
that paint is not dripped on or otherwise transferred to
any unwanted surfaces or built up on the rim of the paint
tin.

[0007] Once all of the fluid required has been removed
from the container, or the container is empty, the support
may be put inside the container for disposal. As the rim
and lid of the container have been kept free from fluid,
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the lid will fit tightly and prevent any fluid escaping from
the container. Clean disposal ofthe containeris important
ifit contains toxic materials such as paint, varnish or wood
stain. The present invention ensures no fluid is spilt and
the lid is tightly secured before disposal. The container
can then be disposed of or recycled in a safe and envi-
ronmentally friendly manner in accordance with rules and
guidelines on disposing of toxic or volatile oxidising com-
pounds.

[0008] The first holding means may comprise an ap-
plicator support member arranged to support the fluid
applicator. This provides a temporary place to rest the
applicator such that it is retained by the support. The
applicator support member may be arranged such that
the lid can still be attached and removed whilst the sup-
port is in that attached position.

[0009] The first holding means may further comprise
a magnet arranged to retain the fluid applicator on the
applicator support member. This allows secure retention
of the applicator with the support. A typical paintbrush
has a metallic body and the magnet is provided to attract
this metal or the metal which secures the bristles, and
provide aforce adequate to prevent the brush from sliding
off the support member.

[0010] The first holding means may comprise guide
means arranged to facilitate holding of the fluid applicator
in a desired position. The guide means is arranged to
encourage the user to align the applicator on the support
such that the tip or end loaded with fluid is overhanging
the support and is above the opening in the container.
Thus any part of the applicator likely or able to drip fluid
is held over the opening. This ensures that any excess
paint dripping from the applicator falls into the container.
[0011] The applicator support member may be inclined
relative to the container when the support is in the at-
tached position. This ensures that any fluid dripping from
the applicator falls into the opening of the container.
[0012] The applicator support member may be ar-
ranged to cover part of the opening of the container, and
may comprise a circular segment, such as a generally
semi-circular segment.

[0013] The applicator is preferably a semi-circular
shape such that it partially covers the opening of a cylin-
drical fluid container. This provides an adequately sized
applicator support member, but still allows the fluid in the
container to be accessed during use, e.g. for dipping a
paint brush in a paint tin. The semi-circular shape also
allows the lid to be removed and replaced whilst the sup-
port is attached to the container.

[0014] The support may comprise a wipe bar for wiping
excess fluid from the fluid applicator, the wipe bar being
spaced from an edge of the applicator support member.
This allows any excess fluid to be wiped off the applicator
before it is used to apply the fluid. The wipe bar is located
so that the user can easily dip the applicator into the fluid
and then wipe any off any excess using the wipe bar.
[0015] The ends of the wipe bar may be spaced from
the ends of the edge of the applicator support member.
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The wipe bar is spaced from the edge of the support
member so that no fluid is transferred to the support mem-
ber, thus helping to keep the support clean and tidy. Sim-
ilarly, the ends of the wipe bar are spaced from the ends
of the edge of the support member in order to ensure
transfer of fluid to the rim or exterior walls of the container
is minimised. This prevents build up of fluid on the rim of
the container, which ensures that it can effectively en-
gage with the lid to seal the container.

[0016] Thefirstholding means may be arranged to hold
the fluid applicator in a first position, the second holding
means may be arranged to hold the lid in a second po-
sition, and the second position may be beneath the first
position in use. The applicator is arranged to be held
above the lid so that the overall size of the support as-
sembly is minimised. This reduces the footprint of the
support and container and makes it easy to carry around
and hold whilst it is in use. This compactness also mini-
mises the risk of inadvertent paint transfer in use, e.g.
while a support, lid brush and tin are being carried.
[0017] When the support is in the attached position,
the lid in the second position may be arranged to rest on
the top rim of the container. The second holding means
may comprise an abutment member arranged to abut
part of the lid to hold it against the top rim of the container
and in the second position. The lid may be secured on
the support by being wedged in between the abutment
member and the rim of the container. The lid is then held
in place by the friction fit.

[0018] The abutment member may comprise a wall
having a tapered base extending from the applicator sup-
port member. The tapered wall of the abutment member
helps ensure a tight fit.

[0019] When in use, a slot may be defined between
the applicator support member and the top rim of the
container, the lid being receivable in the slot when in the
second position. The applicator support member and the
rim of the container may define a slot to receive the lid
and hold it securely in place. The slot may alternatively
be defined by the applicator support member and a lid
support surface. The lid support surface may be arranged
above the rim of the container so that the lid does not
rest on the rim.

[0020] The abutmentmember may further be arranged
to limit the extent to which the lid is receivable in the slot.
The amount which the lid can be pushed into the slot may
be set by the position or angle of the abutment member.
[0021] The lid may be held in an upside down orienta-
tion to catch any dripping fluid on the 'inside’ surface of
the lid, ensuring no fluid drips onto the floor, since the
‘inside’ is facing upwards.

[0022] The second holding means may comprise a
notch formed in a wall of the support and arranged to
receive a part of the lid therein. Alternatively, there may
be a pair of walls each with a notch. The notch may re-
ceive a lip around the circumference of the lid, thus im-
proving the retention of the lid.

[0023] The wall or pair of walls may extend from the
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applicator support member to the attachment means so
that the support member is positioned above the opening
of the container.

[0024] The attachment means may be arranged to at-
tach to the exterior of the container. This secures the
support tightly to the container and prevents it from be-
coming loose or falling off during use.

[0025] The attachment means may be arranged to at-
tach only to the exterior of the container. The attachment
means may attach only to the exterior of the container to
ensure no fluid is transferred from the inside of the con-
tainer to the support, thus keeping the support clean.
[0026] The attachment means may comprise a band,
such as an open band, or a strap. The support may be
attached to the container using a band or strap that pro-
vides a friction fit with the outer exterior wall of the con-
tainer.

[0027] The band or strap may be arranged to attach to
a position adjacent the opening of the container. The
band is positioned below the rim of the container adjacent
the opening such that the support member is correctly
positioned above the opening.

[0028] The band or strap may be arranged to attach to
a position spaced from the opening of the container. If
the container has a carry handle attached via points ad-
jacent the rim and near the opening (as is the case on
some standard designs of paint tins), the band or strap
may not fit in the same position. In this case the band or
strap may be spaced apart from the upper rim of the
container, such that it does not coincide with the position
of the carry handle.

[0029] The band or strap is flexible and/or has fasten-
ing means such as hook and loop fastening means or
magnetic fasteningmeans. A flexible band or strap allows
the fastening means to slip on or over a container of var-
ying sizes. If the friction fit between the band and the
container is not adequate to keep it in place a strap with
hook and loop fastenings may be provided. The strap
can be pulled tight and thus provide an improved attach-
ment.

[0030] The supportmaycomprise adetachably mount-
ed container opener arranged to facilitate separating the
lid of the container from the container. The container
opener is provided to assist the user in opening the con-
tainer before use. The container opener may be used to
lever the lid from the container by inserting it between
the container rim and the lid. The container opener may
be attached via a magnet on the support.

[0031] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example only, by reference to the ac-
companying drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows an applicator and lid support accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 2 shows a side and plan view of the support;

Figure 3 shows a side and plan view of the support
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with an applicator and lid attached;

Figure 4 shows an applicator and lid support accord-
ing to another embodiment of the invention; and

Figure 5 shows an applicator and lid support accord-
ing to another embodiment of the invention.

[0032] Figure 1 shows an applicator and lid support
100 for holding a fluid applicator and a lid of a fluid con-
tainer. The support 100 comprises attachment means
102 arranged to attach the support to the container in an
attached position, a first holding means 104 for holding
the fluid applicator, and a second holding means 106 for
holding the lid of the fluid container. In the embodiment
shown in Figure 1 the fluid container is a cylindrical paint
tin 108, but in other embodiments the fluid container may
be a container to hold other fluids such as varnish, lac-
quer, wood stain or similar fluids intended to be applied
from the container by an applicator. In the embodiment
shown in Figure 1 the fluid container is cylindrical in
shape, but in other embodiments the fluid container may
be any suitable shape such as square cuboid or rectan-
gular cuboid, or any other known shape of container. The
applicator may be any device suitable for applying the
fluid from the container, and in this embodiment is a paint
brush. In other embodiments the applicator may be a
foam or sponge brush, roller, pen, other type of brush or
other suitable applicator.

[0033] The support 100 is made from a plastics mate-
rial such as polypropylene injection moulded plastic but
in other embodiments may be made from metal or any
other suitable material. In some embodiments, the sup-
port 100 may be coated with a non-stick material to allow
fluid spilt on it during use to be easily wiped off. In other
embodiments, the support 100 may also be coated in a
material that is resistant to any solvents that may typically
be used to remove any spilt fluid.

[0034] The support 100 of Figure 1 is shown in Figure
2, as a side view in the upper part of the figure and cor-
responding plan view below. The position of the container
108 is shown in broken lines. With reference to Figure 2,
the first holding means 104 of the support 100 comprises
an applicator support member 202 arranged to support
the fluid applicator. In this embodiment the applicator
support member comprises a support surface 203. The
first holding means 104 comprises a magnet 204 ar-
ranged to securely retain the fluid applicator on the ap-
plicator support surface 203. The magnet 204 is inlaid
into arecessed portion of the support surface 203 so that
it is flush with the rest of the surface. This provides a flat
surface with no protrusions that may gather fluid spilt
onto the support member. The support member can
therefore be easily wiped clean and kept free from fluid.
In other embodiments the magnet 204 may be applied
or affixed to the support surface 203 so that it protrudes
fromthe surface oris recessed into the surface. The mag-
net 204 is arranged to retain the applicator whilst the
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support 100 is in use. In this embodiment the applicator
is envisaged as a paintbrush with the bristles held by a
metal band, as is well known in the art. The magnet 204
is arranged to retain such an applicator via the force act-
ing between the magnet 204 and the metal of the paint-
brush. The force applied to the paintbrush is adequate
to keep it attached to the support whilst the paint tin is
moved or carried around by the user. This prevents the
brush from sliding or falling off the support member 202.
In some other embodiments the applicator may have a
magnet and the support member may comprise a metal
portion to retain the applicator.

[0035] The magnet of this embodiment is one type of
retaining means. In other embodiments different retain-
ing means may be used. The retaining means may be a
hook and loop fixing (e.g. Velcro ™), an adhesive pad or
a spring clip or fastener that may provide a friction fit with
the applicator.

[0036] The first holding means 104 comprises guide
means arranged to facilitate holding of the fluid applicator
in a desired position. In the embodiment of Figure 2 the
guide means is the position of the magnet 204 relative
to an edge of the support member which is above the
opening in the container when the support 100 is in the
attached position. The guide means is arranged so that
when the applicator is retained by the first holding means
it is located in the desired position i.e. with the end of the
applicator which carries the fluid being over the opening
in the container. This is because, where the applicator is
a brush, the end of the brush is most likely to drip fluid.
This might not be true, for other types of applicator and
the skilled person can design the support accordingly to
teaching herein. The applicator is thus orientated with its
elongate axis perpendicular to the edge of the support
member. In an embodiment where the applicator is a
paintbrush, the guide means will orientate the paintbrush
such that the elongate axis of the handle is running per-
pendicular to the edge of the support member, with the
bristles of the brush overhanging the edge of the support
member 202 such that the bristles are neatly above the
opening in the container. This ensures that any excess
fluid dripping from the applicator falls into the container.
In other embodiments the guide means may be markings,
grooves or protrusions on the support member 202. In
some embodiments, there may be no guide means.
[0037] As can be seen in the side view of Figure 2, the
applicator support member 202 is inclined relative to the
container when the support 100 is in the attached posi-
tion. The support member 202 may be a surface inclined
at a shallow acute angle, such as an angle up to 40 de-
grees such that the applicator is easily retained by the
support surface. In other embodiments the support sur-
face 202 is horizontal relative to the container. The first
holding means 102 is arranged to hold the applicator in
an inclined position, relative to the container, so that any
fluid dripping from the applicator naturally falls into the
opening of the container. Also, more space is provided
between the handle of the applicator (e.g. brush) and the
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surface of the lid being held. Therefore it is less likely that
paint will be transferred from the lid to the hand of a user
as the user picks up the handle.

[0038] Too large an angle may be undesirable, espe-
cially for smallertins. This is because having alarge angle
may encourage a user’s hand to come close to or into
contact with the support surface when dipping the appli-
cator (e.g. brush) into the paint during use. In one em-
bodiment, the support surface is inclined at between 2
and 10 degrees. An angle of about 3 degrees has been
found to work well to achieve a balance between the fac-
tors mentioned above.

[0039] Referring again to the plan view shown in Figure
2, the applicator support member 202 is arranged to cov-
er part of the opening of the container. When in the at-
tached position, the support 100 is arranged generally
above the container so that the support member 202 is
above the opening. The support member is arranged to
cover part of the opening to allow access for the appli-
cator to the fluid contained within the container. In the
embodiment shown in Figure 2 the support member cov-
ers half of the opening of the container, but in other em-
bodiments the support member 202 may cover less or
more than a half. In yet other embodiments the support
member 202 may cover between 20% and 80% of the
opening. The support may be sized such that it allows
sufficient space to access the opening in the container,
yetstill provides an adequate area toretain the applicator.
The support may also be sized such that the lid can be
removed and replaced whilst the support 100 is in the
attached position.

[0040] Applicator support member 202 is shaped as a
circular segment, such as a generally semi-circular seg-
ment. The radius of the semicircular support member
may be generally equal to the radius of the container. An
edge 210 of the support member runs generally along a
chord of the circular cross section of the container. In
some embodiments the edge 210 may pass through the
centre of the opening of the container. The support mem-
ber partially covers the opening and acts as a barrier to
prevent objects or dust from falling into the fluid within
the container.

[0041] The support 100 further comprises a wipe bar
206 for wiping excess fluid from the fluid applicator. The
wipe bar is a strip or wire that can be used to scrape or
wipe any excess fluid from the applicator to either ensure
that it is correctly loaded with fluid before use, or to re-
move any remaining fluid after use. The wipe bar 206
comprises an elongate strip or bar attached at its distal
ends to the support member via the edge 210. The wipe
baris located such that the applicator may be dipped into
the fluid within the container and then wiped on the wipe
bar in one simple motion of the user. The ends of the
wipe bar 206 are spaced from ends of the edge of the
applicator support member 202 such that the ends of the
wipe bar are spaced from the circumference of the con-
tainer. This ensures fluid dripping from the wipe bar does
not fall onto the rim of the container. The wipe bar 206
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is spaced from the support member 202 by a gap formed
by indentation 208 which extends into the support mem-
ber 202. In some embodiments the wipe bar may be
spaced from the support member 202 without the need
of the indentation 208. The spacing from the support
member minimises transfer of fluid from the applicator or
wipe bar to the support member 202, which should be
kept free of fluid during use. The wipe bar 206 is posi-
tioned, approximately over the centre in this optional em-
bodiment, of the opening in the container such that any
excess fluid wiped from the applicator will fall into the
opening. The wipe bar 206 is semicircularin cross section
in order to provide an efficient shape to wipe or clean
excess fluid from the applicator. The wipe bar is prefer-
ably made from metal to provide a stiff wipe bar able to
withstand the force applied when the applicator is wiped
across it. In other embodiments the wipe bar may be a
plastics material, and may also be any other suitable ma-
terial. The wipe bar may be integrally formed with the rest
ofthe support 100, especially if made of a plastic material.
In other embodiments the wipe bar 206 may be circular
or square in cross section. A lozenge shaped cross-sec-
tion of wipe bar has been found to be particularly advan-
tageous. By ’lozenge shaped’, we mean elongate with
rounded ends, such as generally rectangular, with round-
ed ends. In yet other embodiments the support 100 may
not be fitted with the wipe bar, in which case the paint
brush isinstead wiped on the edge of the support member
202. This provides a support 100 with fewer component
parts which may reduce manufacturing costs.

[0042] The support 100 is shown in use, i.e. with a lid
and applicator attached in Figure 3. The first holding
means 104 is arranged to hold the fluid applicator in a
first position, the second holding means 106 is arranged
to hold the lid in a second position, and the second po-
sition is beneath the first position in use. The first holding
means 104 is arranged to hold at least a tip of the fluid
applicator over the opening of the container when the
support is attached to the container in the attached po-
sition.

[0043] In this embodiment the applicator is a paint-
brush and the lid that of a paint tin. The lid 304 has a
planar main section 306 and a protruding ridge 308. The
ridge is spaced from the circumference of the lid by a lip
portion 310. The ridge 308 is sized to provide a friction
fit with the internal wall of the container when the lid is
used to seal the container. As can be seen in Figure 3,
the applicator 302 is held above the lid 304 when the
support 100 is in use. This ensures that the ensemble
(i.e. the container and the support, holding both the ap-
plicator and lid) is compact whilst in use and has a small
footprint when viewed from above the container. Having
a compact assembly means that the assembly is less
likely to come apart. For example, the lid is less likely to
fall out or be knocked out of its slot. For example, the
applicator is less likely to fall off or be knocked off its
support surface. Holding the lid below the applicator in
this way also ensures that any fluid that may have spread
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onto the handle or shaft of the applicator will fall onto the
lid. The lid is preferably held so that it is upside down,
i.e. sothattheridge 308 is pointing upwards, in a direction
away from the opening of the container. This means that
any fluid will drip on the member intended to form the
internal wall of the container when the lid is replaced on
the container, ensuring any spilt fluid is returned to the
container. This helps ensure the work area is kept clean
and tidy whilst the support is in use. Also, if any fluid is
already on the inside of the lid, then it will not drip onto
the floor. In some embodiments the lid may be alterna-
tively held with the ridge facing downwards, in a direction
towards the opening of the container, but this may be
less desirable for the reasons stated.

[0044] Whilstinthe second position the lid is preferably
arranged to rest on the top rim 312 of the container. The
lid is therefore preferably arranged such that it rests be-
tween the top of the container and the applicator support
member 202 when the lid is in the second position. In
order to retain the lid in the second position, the second
holding means 106 comprises an abutment member 314
arranged to abut part of the lid to hold it against the top
rim 312 of the container. The abutment member 314 com-
prises a wall having a tapered base extending from the
applicator support member. In other embodiments the
base may to be tapered. In yet other embodiments, the
wall may have a notch formed within it - the notch is ar-
ranged to receive the lip portion 310 in use. Preferably,
the ridge 308 is arranged to abut the wall of the abutment
member 314 in use - this allows for a more compact as-
sembly when the lid is being held in position. As shown
in Figure 3, the lip portion 310 passes under the abutment
member 314 in one embodiment - therefore a compact
assembly is provided. The abutment member helps to
provide a friction fit with the lid in order to retain it in the
second position. The abutment member 314 is further
arranged to limit the extent to which the lid is receivable
in the slot. In other embodiments there may be a separate
limiting means to determine how much of the lid may
enter the slot. The lid is wedged between the abutment
member 314 and the rim 312 of the container to keep it
secured in place whilst the support 100 is in use.
[0045] Aslotis defined between the applicator support
member 202 and the top rim 312 of the container. In some
embodiments the applicator support member comprises
ribs 316 or protrusions, as are shown in the embodiment
of Figure 3. The ribs or protrusions engage with the ridge
308 of the lid 304 when the lid is retained by the slot. The
ribs or protrusions press down on the lid and help retain
it in the second position during use. The ribs or protru-
sions also act to reduce contact between the applicator
support member and the lid to reduce transfer of fluid
from the lid to the support. In this embodiment, each rib
also comprises a guide in the form of a tapered surface
for guiding the lid into correct, desired engagement with
the support as the lidis slid into the slot. Theribs therefore
also help to provide a friction fit with the lid in order to
retain it in the second position.
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[0046] In some embodiments (not shown in the draw-
ings), the second holding means comprises a slot formed
between the applicator support member and a lid support
surface arranged above the rim of the container. In this
embodiment, when the lid is in the second position, it is
held in place with no contact with the rim of the container.
This may further reduce contact between the lid and the
rim of the container, ensuring there is less, or no, un-
wanted transfer of fluid to the lid.

[0047] The support 100 preferably comprises two side
walls each extending downwardly from the support mem-
ber and connecting to the attachment means 102. The
walls are arranged to locate the support member above
the rim of the container such that a slotis formed in which
the lid can be inserted. In some embodiments, some por-
tions of the support, such as the walls, may be cored out.
For example the support may comprise a frame. In an-
other example, the applicator support surface may be a
cored out frame. This reduces the volume of material
required to manufacture the supportand reduce the over-
all cost. A notch is formed in each of the walls and is
arranged to receive a part of the lid therein. The notch is
preferably sized to receive the lip portion 310 of the lid
to help retain the lid in the second position. The notches
further allow the lid to extend further into the slot in the
attached position, by providing clearance for the widest
points of the lid as it is inserted into the slot.

[0048] Referring back to Figure 1, attachment means
102 is arranged to attach to the exterior of the container.
In a preferable embodiment the support is arranged to
attach only to the exterior of the container, i.e. with no
part contacting the interior or top surfaces of the contain-
er. This ensures that no fluid within the container comes
into contact with the support 100, thus keeping the work
area clean and tidy during use. The attachment means
comprises a band, such as an open band that can wrap
around part, or all, of the container and keep the support
100 in place during use. In some embodiments the band
may extend around about half, or more than half, of the
circumference of the container and is a semi-circular
shape. In this embodiment the band is sized such that
the overall dimensions of the support allow it to fit through
the opening of the container so that it can be stored or
disposed of within the container after use. In other em-
bodiments the band may be any shape suitable to fit the
shape of the container that the support 100 is intended
to be used with. The band may have an open end such
that is may slide over the end of the container. The band
may be made from a flexible material such that is grips
the container and provides a friction fit. Furthermore, the
flexibility of the band may allow the support 100 to fit
containers of varying sizes.

[0049] In order to provide a more secure fixing to the
container, a fixing strap may be provided in some em-
bodiments. The fixing strap has a first end which is at-
tached to an open end of the band, and a second end
which is free, such that it may wrap around the container.
The second end of the fixing strap may comprise a hook
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and loopfixing (e.g. Velcro ™) such thatitcan be attached
to a corresponding hook and loop fixing support 100. In
some embodiments the fixing strap may be formed of
two parts, each of which has one end attached to each
of the open ends of the band. In some embodiments the
fixing strap may be made from an elastic material. In
some embodiments the fastening means may comprise
a magnetic strip to hold the supportin place. In yet further
embodiments there may be no fixing strap, in which case
the band is retained only by a tight friction fit.

[0050] Inthe embodiment shown in Figure 1, the band
or strap is arranged to attach to a position adjacent the
opening of the container. When in use the support 100
is preferably positioned adjacent the rim 312 of the con-
tainer. In other embodiments, such as that shown in Fig-
ure 4, the band or strap is arranged to attach to a position
spaced from the opening or rim of the container. In this
embodiment, the support 100 further comprises panels
402 that extend from the band to the sidewalls in order
to space the band from the opening of the container. Al-
ternatively, the sidewalls themselves may be extended
in length to space the band from the rim or opening of
the container. This arrangement is preferable when the
support is used in conjunction with a container compris-
ing a carry handle 404, as illustrated in Figure 4. In this
embodiment the carry handle is attached to the container
via points adjacent the opening, and thus prevents the
support from being located adjacent the rim or opening.
The panels 402 extend below the position of the carry
handle attachment and allow the band or strap to extend
around the container and hold it in place.

[0051] In another embodiment the support 100 further
comprises a detachably mounted container opener 502
arranged to facilitate separating the lid of the container
from the container. The container opener 502 is shaped
such that it may be forced between the lid and rim of the
container to allow the lid to be removed. In some embod-
iments the container opener may accordingly be a strip
or otherwise flat piece of material suitable for levering
the lid from the container. In some embodiments the con-
tainer opener 502 may be a made from metal and re-
tained on the support 100 by a magnet 504.

[0052] In use the support 100 is attached to the con-
tainer so that it is in the attached position, before the
container has been opened. With the support in place
the user is still able to access the lid and open the con-
tainer. In some embodiments the support can be at-
tached to the container in the attached position after the
lid has been removed. The user may fix the lid of the
container into the second holding means by wedging it
into the slot between the support member and rim of the
container. This ensures that the lid and container are kept
together so that the lid is not lost and can be returned to
the container so that it may be resealed when required.
With the lid secured in the second holding means the
user may commence using the applicator to apply fluid
from the container. The support is arranged such that
whilst attached to the container the opening is still ac-
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cessible so that the applicator can be dipped into the fluid
within the container. Each time the applicator is dipped
in the fluid the applicator may be wiped on the wipe bar
in order to remove any excess fluid from the applicator.
The removed fluid will drip back into the container, and
prevent the user from having to wipe the applicator on
the rim of the container. This ensures that the rim does
not become covered in fluid and preventing the lid from
resealing the container after use. If the user wishes to
temporarily store the applicator, this may be done by se-
curing it via the first holding means. The applicator is thus
safely stored such that any excess fluid that remains on
it will drip back into the container. This ensures that the
work area is kept tidy and free of the fluid. The arrange-
ment of the first and second holding positions, i.e. with
the applicator located above the lid, means that the over-
all size of the support and container assembly is kept to
a minimum. The assembly is therefore small and com-
pact, and can easily be held and moved by the user.
[0053] Once the user has finished applying fluid from
the container the lid may be removed from the second
holding means and secured back onto the container to
seal the opening. The applicator, once cleaned of any
remaining fluid, can be returned to the first holding means
for storage. The container and applicator are now se-
cured for neat, efficient, long term storage if desired. If
after use the container is empty, or the remaining fluid is
no longer required, the user may wish to dispose of the
container and its remaining contents. The support may
then be removed from the attached position and put in-
side the container via the opening. The lid can then be
sealed so that any remaining fluid cannot escape. This
allows both the container and support to be disposed of
cleanly and safely, which is especially important when
the container holds toxic fluid that may be damaging to
the environment.

[0054] Various modifications may be made to the
present invention without departing from its scope (as
defined by the claims).

Claims

1. An applicator and lid support for holding a fluid ap-
plicatorand alid of a fluid container, the support com-
prising:

attachment means arranged to attach the sup-
port to the container in an attached position;
first holding means for holding the fluid applica-
tor; and

second holding means for holding the lid.

2. The support of claim 1 wherein the first holding
means comprises an applicator support member ar-
ranged to support the fluid applicator, and optionally
wherein the first holding means comprises a magnet
arranged to retain the fluid applicator on the appli-
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cator support member.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the first
holding means comprises guide means arranged to
facilitate holding of the fluid applicator in a desired
position.

The support of claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the appli-
cator support member is inclined relative to the con-
tainer when the support is in the attached position.

The support of any of claims 2 to 4 wherein the ap-
plicator support member is arranged to cover part of
an opening of the container, and optionally wherein
the applicator support member comprises a circular
segment, such as a generally semi-circular segment.

The support of any preceding claim comprising a
wipe bar for wiping excess fluid from the fluid appli-
cator, the wipe bar being spaced from an edge of
the applicator support member, and optionally
wherein ends of the wipe bar are spaced from ends
of the edge of the applicator support member.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the first
holding means is arranged to hold the fluid applicator
in a first position, the second holding means is ar-
ranged to hold the lid in a second position, and the
second position is beneath the first position in use.

The support of claim 7 wherein when the support is
in the attached position, the lid in the second position
is arranged to rest on the top rim of the container,
and optionally wherein the second holding means
comprises an abutment member arranged to abut
part of the lid to hold it against the top rim of the
container and in the second position, and further op-
tionally wherein the abutment member comprises a
wall having a tapered base extending from the ap-
plicator support member.

The support of claim 8 wherein, in use, a slot is de-
fined between the applicator support member and
the top rim of the container, the lid being receivable
in the slotwhen in the second position, and optionally
wherein the abutment member is further arranged
to limit the extent to which the lid is receivable in the
slot.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the sec-
ond holding means comprises a notch formed in a
wall of the support and arranged to receive a part of
the lid therein.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the at-
tachment means is arranged to attach to the exterior
of the container.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the at-
tachment means comprises aband, such as an open
band, or a strap, and optionally wherein the band or
strap is arranged to attach to a position adjacent the
mouth of the container, and further optionally where-
inthe band or strap is arranged to attach to a position
spaced from the mouth of the container.

The support of claim 12 wherein the band or strap
is flexible and/or has fastening means such as hook
and loop fastening means or magnetic fastening
means.

The support of any preceding claim further compris-
ing a detachably mounted container opener ar-
ranged to facilitate separating the lid of the container
from the container.

The support of any preceding claim wherein the fluid
applicator comprises a paint brush and the container
comprises a paint tin.
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