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Description

[0001] The invention relates to the field of production
of cases for articles of small thickness, particularly pro-
tective sleeves or the like. Such cases can have several
applications, such as for example the protection of CD,
DVD, cards, magnetic cards or microprocessor cards,
Memory Cards or other similar objects.

[0002] Specifically the invention relates to a case for
cards, such as for example magnetic cards or chip cards
such as bank cards, credit or debit cards, loyalty cards
of stores, prepaid cards with scale down credit or the like.
[0003] It is known that there are machines for forming
protective sleeves or the like, such as for example the
one described in the ltalian patent n. 1353067.

[0004] Some arrangements are also known that allow
the credit presentin a card to be displayed by associating
to the case means for the identification of the credit
present in the card stored therein such as for example
described in the ltalian patent n. 1285934.

[0005] The presentinvention aims at overcoming what
already disclosed and claimed in said patent by focusing
its attention on aspects that allow known cases to be
provided with a better handiness and convenience for
effectively protecting cards, or similar products, and
prints provided thereon, if any.

[0006] The invention achieves the aim by a case made
like a sleeve, made of a relatively flexible, rigid or semi-
rigid material, which sleeve has the dimensions substan-
tially corresponding to those of the card designed to be
housed therein and at least one open or openable inser-
tion side. Atleast one outer face is arranged for receiving,
particularly by printing, one or more images of any type.
Thus the outer faces of the case can be used for showing
advertising images, business logos, works of art, tele-
phone numbers and addresses or the like.

[0007] The case can also have means for identifying
or diversifying it from the other cases, such as for exam-
ple peripheral areas of different color or different struc-
ture, particularly peripheral edges with different colours
or different outlines, shapes, marks and drawings.
[0008] The case can be made of any material. For ex-
ample, with the aim of obtaining overall dimensions as
small as possible, it can be composed of a sheet of plastic
material, paper or other water resistant fibers or combi-
nations thereof. Preferably the case is composed of a
composite sheet comprising three coupled materials.
[0009] Therefore the sheet comprises an inner layer,
that is intended to face the inside of the case, which is
made of polymer material, preferably polyethylene, an
intermediate layer composed of metal material, prefera-
bly aluminium, and an outer layer, that is intended to face
the outside of the case, which is made of cellulose ma-
terial, such as paperboard, paper or kraft paper.

[0010] Thethree layers are coupled to each other such
to form a single sheet.

[0011] The outer part of the case can be laminated, for
example with food plastic. This technique is used since
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it allows the product to be more resistant to mechanical
tensile stresses and to external agents (weathering,
sweat, moisture and other). These improved mechanical
properties give also a higher life of the product. Moreover
the lamination protects to a greater extent the print and
it gives a higher brightness to the case.

[0012] Accordingto apreferred embodiment, the sheet
is formed, the outer layer is printed and then laminated,
the sheet is cut to shape or die cut, and therefore it is
folded as an envelope and sealed along the edges by
means of a suitable folding and sealing machine.
[0013] The fact that the edges of the folded sheet to
be sealed are in contact with each other by the respective
inner layer of polyethylene allows an easy sealing by the
softening of the inner layers, the mutual penetration of
the material and the following cooling of the bonded lay-
ers.

[0014] As an alternative orin combination itis possible
to obtain a sealing by acting on the laminated surface
layer arranged on the outer layer made of cellulose ma-
terial.

[0015] A partor both the faces of the case then can be
intended for the application of advertising messages or
other type of information.

[0016] According to an improvement, the case can
have a suitably shaped cut, particularly perpendicular to
the long side of the case in the back or front face, thus
allowing another card, a ticket of any type, various cards
or the like to be inserted. Thus a double-pouch case is
obtained that allows the cards inserted therein to be eas-
ily and independently removed.

[0017] The case can have a slot in the outer front or
back face. Both the size and the position of the slot are
customized on the basis of the position of the barcode,
or similar, provided in the card. This allows the card to
be read without the need of removing it from the case.
[0018] The case, when provided for being associated
with cards or tickets with scale down credit can advan-
tageously have means for noting and/or storing the re-
sidual credit such as for example those described in the
Italian patent n. 1285934 to be considered as an integral
part of the present description.

[0019] Further characteristics and improvements are
the object of the subclaims.

[0020] The characteristics of the invention and the ad-
vantages deriving therefrom will be more clear from the
following detailed description of the annexed figures,
wherein:

- Fig.1is a case for cards or the like according to one
embodiment
- Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are variants of the case of fig. 1.

[0021] With reference to fig.1 now a case for cards is
described upon which any type of images can be printed.
The perimetral edge 1 can be enlarged and can have a
predetermined shape and/or a specific colour. The
sleeve is open or at least openable along an edge 2,
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having a recess through which a grasping portion of the
card projects in the stored condition. The thumb notch is
crescent-shaped on the open side such to facilitate the
removal of the card, it has a smaller radius 3a in the back
part and a greater radius 3b in the front part which makes
it possible to better insert the card.

[0022] The thumb notch can also have other shapes,
such as shown for example in figs. 4 and 5, in order to
allow the card to be easily inserted, regardless of how
the case is grasped. This solution has elongated asym-
metric and opposite radii on each edge 6, 7 of the open
side.

[0023] The advantage is the fact that such radii form a
small resting plane and, by rotating on its own vertical
axis, the case is always in the ideal position for the in-
sertion of the card.

[0024] The case of fig.2 has an improvement that is a
horizontal cut 4 that can be made with different shapes
in order to allow a second card or ticket of any type to be
easily removed, for example a visiting card, made of any
material.

[0025] Thecaseoffig.3is particularly suitable for cards
provided with a barcode. It has a slot 5 with such a shape
and size to allow the code to be read without the need
of removing the card from the case.

[0026] The case according to the invention can be
made of three coupled materials composed of a sheet of
polyethylene or polythene, a sheet of aluminium, a sheet
of paperboard, or paper or kraft paper, thin such to take
up a small space. The outer part of the case can be lam-
inated with a pre-adhesive polypropylene film, according
to European standards. The case is closed by a sealing
process applied on the outer lamination at the two sides
of the sleeve. It is possible to combine to said materials
a sheet of material suitable for exerting a function shield-
ing the card against any external interference, typically
magnetic and/or electric interference, for magnetic or mi-
crochip or microchip contactless card or other systems.
[0027] Particularly if the cards to be housed in the case
have a RFID device, it is important to guarantee data
stored in the RFID device not to be read from the outside
in a casual or fraudulent manner.

[0028] To this end, according to a preferred embodi-
ment, the inner layer of the sheet of three coupled ma-
terials is composed of aluminium with a thickness greater
than 5 um, preferably greater than 7 pm.

[0029] The characteristics described above, that is
lamination, thumb notch with two different radii or with
opposite asymmetric radii, double-pouch, slot allow cas-
es improved with respect to known ones to be obtained.
Obviously these characteristics can also be provided not
only in combination, but also individually, one independ-
ently of the other.

[0030] The present invention shown and disclosed in
one possible constructional configuration thereof by way
of example, not limitative for this reason, has to be in-
tended as extended to all those additional variants as
regards shape, materials and components that, as such,
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fall within the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. Case for cards or the like made like a sleeve, made
of a relatively flexible, rigid or semi-rigid material,
which sleeve has the dimensions substantially cor-
responding to those of the card designed to be
housed therein and at least one open or openable
insertion side, characterized in that it has at least
one outer face arranged for receiving one or more
images of any type.

2. Case according to claim 1, characterized in that it
has one or more images printed on one or both the
outer faces, such as for example advertising images,
business logos, works of art, telephone numbers,
addresses or the like.

3. Case according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in
that it has means for identifying or diversifying it from
the other cases, such as for example peripheral ar-
eas of different color or different structure, particu-
larly peripheral edges (1) with different colours or
different outlines, shapes, marks and drawings.

4. Case according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is composed of a
sheet of plastic material, paper or other water resist-
ant fibers in combination or not with magnetic and/or
electric protection sheets.

5. Case according to claim 4, characterized in that
the sheet comprises an inner layer made of polymer
material, an intermediate layer made of metal mate-
rial and an outer layer made of cellulose material.

6. Case according to claim 5, characterized in that it
is composed of a composite sheet comprising three
coupled materials of polythene or polyethylene, alu-
minium, paperboard or paper or kraft paper.

7. Case according to claim 4 or 5, characterized in
that the inner layer of the sheet is made of aluminium
with a thickness greater than 5 um, preferably great-
erthan 7 pm.

8. Case according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is externally Lami-
nated, particularly with food plastic.

9. Case according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it has a cut (4) in the
back partwith such a size and shape to allow another
card, ticket of any type or the like to be inserted.

10. Case according to one or more of the preceding
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claims, characterized in that it has a slot (5) in the
outer face such to allow instructions or barcodes
present on the card associated or associable thereto
to be read.

Case according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is open or at least
openable along an edge (2) having a recess through
which a grasping portion of the card projects in the
stored condition, said recess being of different di-
mensions, or equal and symmetric dimensions, on
the opposite faces forming said edge.

Case according to claim 11, characterized in that
said recess has the shape of an arc of a circle or
crescent-shape (3a, 3b) with different radii on the
opposite faces, particularly a smaller radius on the
back part of the case.

Case according to claim 11, characterized in that
said recess has the shape of an arc of a circle or
crescent-shape with elongated asymmetric and op-
posite radii on the two faces forming the edges (6, 7).

Case according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is provided for being
associated to cards or tickets with scale down credit,
the case having means for noting and/or storing the
residual credit.
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