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(54) A device for fastening skirting-boards to household appliances

(57) A device for fastening the skirting-board to ap-
pliances that have a back provided with a seat engage-
able (8a), the device comprising fastening means (22,
30), to secure a skirting-board (8) in a position substan-
tially parallel to the front of a lower part (6) of a household
appliance (1). The fastening means (22, 30) comprise at
least one fastening member (30) with a modular first con-
nection portion (31) axially extended and including a suc-

cession of coupling modules (34). Each coupling module
(34) has a base part (35) and a projecting front element
(36), designed for coupling with the engageable seat (8a)
of the back of a skirting-board (8). The coupling modules
(34) of the succession are reciprocally joined in a sepa-
rable way to enable to adapt the length of the first con-
nection part (31) of the fastening member (30).
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Description

Field of invention

[0001] The present invention relates to household ap-
pliances, such as dishwashers, cooking appliances, re-
frigeration appliances and machines for the treatment of
textile garments. The invention has been developed with
particular reference to the so-called equipments "built-
in" appliances or, more in general, intended to be inserted
or integrated in furniture of a household environment,
such as a kitchen.

Field of the invention

[0002] As known, household appliances called "built-
in" are intended to be inserted or integrated in the furni-
ture of a household environment, such as a kitchen.
[0003] In this kind of installation, the appliance is often
inserted between two stackable pieces of furniture, on
which lies a common worktop, or "top"; in correspond-
ence of the front of the appliance may be provided a
decorative panel, such as a panel that covers the struc-
ture of the dishwasher’s door.
[0004] The kitchen furniture, as well as built-in house-
hold appliances, generally have a lower part recessed in
correspondence of the front, wherein as is the custom to
fasten a skirting-board.
[0005] The skirting-boards commonly prepared by fur-
niture manufacturers have, in correspondence of its
back, a seat or guide which is engageable by relative
fastening means, used for fastening the skirting-board
itself to furniture or to household appliances.
[0006] The recessed lower part of the front of a house-
hold appliance does not necessarily coincide with the
recessed portion of the front of the adjacent furniture, in
terms of depth. For this reason, must be allowed a certain
possibility of adjustment of the fastening means of the
skirting-board to the lower part of the front of the house-
hold appliance. At current state, the fastening devices
used for fixing a skirting-board at the front of a household
appliance are generally of complicated conception and
not easy installation.
[0007] It is also possible that a built-in household ap-
pliance should be installed at one end of the modular
furniture. In such circumstances, in correspondence of
the flank of the appliance which is located in correspond-
ence of the end of the modular furniture, a decorative
side panel is mounted. Even in this case, for aesthetic
reasons, it is often necessary to mount, in correspond-
ence of the lower part of the flank of the appliance, a
relative skirting-board. Even in this case, the fastening
devices are known of conception generally complicated
and not easy to mount.

Summary of the invention

[0008] This present invention proposes mainly to solve

the above drawbacks and to provide a device for fasten-
ing a skirting-board in correspondence of the front of
household appliances having a simple structure, eco-
nomical and easy to install.
[0009] One auxiliary purpose of this invention is to pro-
vide such a device which is also usable for fastening skirt-
ing-board in correspondence of a flank of the household
appliances if is necessary.
[0010] Correlated purposes of the invention are those
to indicate a method and a kit particularly advantageous
for fastening skirting-boards to household appliances.
[0011] One or more of the above mentioned purposes
are achieved, according to this invention, by a device, a
method and a kit for fastening skirting-board to domestic
appliances having the characteristics of the appended
claims. The claims are an integral part of the technical
teaching provided herein in relation to the invention.

Brief description of the drawings

[0012] The features and the advantages of the inven-
tion will be clear from the following detailed description,
made with reference to the accompanying drawings,
which are provided purely as an explicative and non-lim-
iting way in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective representation, partial and
schematic, of an example of installation of a house-
hold appliance at one end of a composition of furni-
ture, particularly kitchen furniture;

- Figure 2 is a perspective view, partial and schematic,
of a household appliance provided for installation at
the end of a composition of furniture, as in the case
of Figure 1;

- Figure 3 is a larger-scale detail of Figure 2;
- Figure 4 is a schematic perspective view of a com-

ponent associated with a base unit of Figures 2 and
3;

- Figure 5 is a schematic perspective view of a part of
a device for fastening according to the invention;

- Figure 6 is a schematic perspective view, on an en-
larged scale, of a coupling module of fastening mem-
ber of Figure 5;

- Figure 7 is a perspective view, partial and schematic,
in enlarged scale of a skirting board shown in Figure
1;

- Figure 8 is a schematic perspective view of a further
member of a device for fastening according to a par-
ticularly advantageous embodiment of the invention;

- Figures 9-14 are perspective views, partial and sche-
matic, of the lower area of the device of Figures 2-3,
aimed to clarify the way of mounting a device ac-
cording to the invention; and

- Figures 15-19 are perspective views, partial and
schematic, of the lower part of the household appli-
ance of Figures 2-3, aimed to exemplify a possible
assembly sequence of a device according to the in-
vention.
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Detailed description of embodiments of the invention

[0013] The reference to "one embodiment" in the field
of this description is to indicate that a particular configu-
ration, structure or characteristic described in relation to
the embodiment is included in at least one embodiment.
Thus, phrases such as "in one embodiment" and similar,
eventually present in different points of this description,
are not necessarily referring to the same embodiment.
Moreover, particular conformations, structures, or char-
acteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments, also different from those de-
scribed. The references used herein are for only conven-
ience and therefore do not define the scope of protection
or the scope of the embodiments. In the following, fur-
thermore, the invention will be described limited to the
elements necessary to its understanding, assuming - for
example - that the household equipment exemplified be-
low includes all the components normally known and nec-
essary for its functioning.
[0014] For a better understanding of this invention it is
useful to remind briefly the modality of installation of a
built-in household appliance, i.e. integrated or inserted
into a furniture of a household environment, such as a
kitchen. For this purpose, in Figure 1 the case of mounting
a household appliance, here represented by a dishwash-
er 1, in correspondence to one end of a composition of
kitchen furniture, is exemplified. In the example, the dish-
washer 1 is mounted to the flank of a generic furniture 2
and above the dishwasher 1 and the furniture 2 a com-
mon worktop or top, indicated with 3, is installed. In the
example, the door of the dishwasher 1 is not directly vis-
ible, as it is hidden by a decorative panel, indicated with
4. With 5 is shown, instead, the front door of the furniture
2, for example, a door hinged about a vertical axis.
[0015] Both the dishwasher 1 and the furniture 2 have,
in the lower part of the respective front, a part generically
recessed 6, 7, in correspondence of which a common
skirting-board, indicated as a whole with 8 must be
mounted. Still referring to the represented example, a
decorative panel side, indicated with 10 is designed to
be applied to the flank 9 of the dishwasher 1.
[0016] In the example, the lateral panel 10 has a height
less than that of the flank of the dishwasher, in such a
way that even in the lower part of the flank 9 can be
installed a skirting-board 11, aesthetically congruent - for
example in terms of color - with the skirting-board 8. Note
that, differently from the front, the flank of a household
appliance does not necessarily have a recess in corre-
spondence of the lower part, as in the exemplified case.
In the example, in correspondence of the visible end side
of the top 8, is mounted a terminal element 12 having
essentially aesthetic functions, of covering the lateral end
of the top itself and the upper end of the decorative panel
10.
[0017] In Figure 2 the dishwasher 1 is illustrated in a
partial and schematic fashion, already provided with the
relative front decorative panel 4 and the decorative lateral

panel 10, as well as the top 3. In the lower area of the
front of the dishwasher 1 a base part 20 of the machine
is visible, which is generally in a retracted position from
the front amount of space of the door of the machine,
thereby forming the recessed portion schematically indi-
cated with 6 in Figure 1. Still in Figure 2, as well as in the
following Figure 3, it is also visible the lower part of the
flank 9 of the dishwasher, shaped congruently to the re-
cessed portion 6 of the front of the machine.
[0018] A base part 20 is visible in Figure 3, provided
in the lower part, in the front area, of a pair of adjustable
feet 21. At the front of the base part 20 substantially in
correspondence of the adjustable feet 21, two elements
or components 22 are preferably provided in a fastened
position: as will be seen in the following, in one particular
embodiment of the invention the elements 22, particularly
anti-overturning components, are used for the purposes
of fastening the skirting-board 8 of Figure 1.
[0019] One of the components 22 is schematically
shown in Figure 4, on an enlarged scale. The component
22 essentially comprises a base part 22a, with a lower
face 22a1 designed to face to a short distance or to be
in contact with the floor of installation of the machine 1.
The lower part of the base part 22a advantageously has
a rear bevel 22a2, so that the same component can be
directly close to a respective adjustable foot 21, without
constituting a obstacle to its rotation during the adjust-
ment phase.
[0020] In the example, on the upper part of the base
22a, it extends a coupling portion 22b which, as it will
see in the following, achieves a portion for the coupling
of a fastening member of the skirting-board 8.
[0021] In the example, the coupling part 22b has a
shaped section, here approximately omega shaped or
defined by a substantially cylindrical front portion 22b1
that is joined up to a rear portion 22b2 with a substantially
quadrilateral prism shaped, where the greater face of the
rear portion 22b2 is directed to the support on the front
of the base part (see for example Figure 3).
[0022] The components 22 may be fastened in position
by coupling means or inserts provided between the rear
face of the coupling part 22b and the front of the base
part 20, or even by screws passing through holes of the
front of the base 20, screwed together from the inside of
the latter on the rear surface of the coupling portion 22b.
The components 22 may advantageously be formed in
molded plastic material, such as a thermoplastic material.
In possible variants of the invention, the elements 22 may
also formed of piece with the structure of base part 20,
when this is formed at least in part of plastic material.
The shape illustrated for components 22 should not how-
ever be construed in any way limiting.
[0023] In a preferred embodiment, the components 22
have the function to avoid overturning forward of the dish-
washer 1. As it is known, the dishwashers have a front
door typically hinged in correspondence of its lower area,
in order to rotate about a horizontal axis. After the com-
plete opening of such a door, it is to be in a substantially
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horizontal position and the lower tableware basket of the
machine is extracted on its inner shell (the so-called
"counterdoor"). For example, in case of excessive weight
of the load of the said lower basket, it is possible that,
after the extraction of the latter on the opened door, the
machine as a whole tends to overturn forwards. The com-
ponents 22, with their lower supporting base 22a rela-
tively large, comes in such circumstances to be support-
ing points that are located in front of the adjustable feet
21, thereby avoiding the risk of overturning forward of
the dishwasher 1.
[0024] According to the invention, the device for fas-
tening skirting-board comprises fastening means, to se-
cure a skirting-board in a position substantially parallel
to the front of the lower part of the household appliance
1 - and in particular in correspondence with the generally
recessed part 6 of Figure 1 - to a certain distance from it.
[0025] According to the invention, said fastening
means comprise at least one fastening member, illustrat-
ed in figure 5, where it is indicated with 30 in its entirety.
[0026] In the exemplified embodiment, the fastening
member 30 includes a modular first connection portion
31, for coupling the skirting-board 8, and a second con-
nection or coupling part 32, generally opposite to the first
connection part 31, between which an intermediate part
33 is preferably provided.
[0027] According to a feature of the invention, the con-
nection part 31 is a modular part, which extends axially
or in length and which includes a succession of coupling
modules, some of which indicated with 34 in figure 5. As
shown particularly in Figure 6, each coupling module 34
has a base part 35, here substantially conformed as a
shaped plate, having a projecting front element 36, which
is designed for coupling with the engageable seat pro-
vided on the back of the skirting-board 8, as will be ex-
plained in the following. In the installed condition of the
member 30, the part 31 extends substantially horizontal-
ly.
[0028] In the example shown, the base part 35 of the
coupling module 34 has a main portion 35a preferably
flat, from the front of which the front element 36 rises or
projects, as well as two lateral flat flaps 35b, generally
parallel to the central part 35a, but in the retracted posi-
tion, so that a respective step is formed between each
flap 35b and the central part 35a.
[0029] According to a further feature of the invention,
the coupling modules 34 of the succession of modules
are reciprocally joined in separable way, in order to en-
able to adapt the length of the connection part 31 of the
fastening member 30, for the skirting-board 8 fastening
in position.
[0030] In the embodiment currently deemed preferen-
tial, the fastening member 30 is formed in a single piece
of plastic material, for example a thermoplastic material
injection moldable, with the succession of modules 34
which is then also formed in a single piece. Preferably,
each module 34 is joined to the next by of one or more
connecting jumper or the like, not visible in the figures,

which extend between the projecting front element 36 or
of the base part 35 of a module 34 and the back of the
base part 35 of the next module (referring to a succession
of modules 34 from the intermediate part 33 of the mem-
ber 30 forward).
[0031] In this way, for example using a cutting device,
it is possible to cut the connection jumper or jumpers
between two successive modules 34, that is to remove
one or more modules 34 from the proximal end, or front,
of the connection part indicated with 31 in Figure 5.
[0032] In one embodiment, such as that simplified, the
projecting front element 36 has a substantially T-section,
with its head portion oriented substantially vertically, as
clearly visible for example in Figures 5 and 6. This shape
is chosen according the section of the engageable seat
or guide which is usually provided in correspondence of
the back of the skirting-board 8. This is particularly visible
for example in figure 7, where it can be appreciated how
the section of the said seat or guide, generally indicated
with 8a, is substantially complementary to the section of
the projecting element 36. The shape illustrated is that
normally expected in most skirting-boards currently pro-
duced by furniture manufacturers for use in conjunction
with modular kitchen furniture: it can be appreciate, how-
ever, that in other embodiments, the specific profile of
the projecting element 36 and the seat 8a of the skirting-
board can also be different from those exemplified, it be-
ing understood that the projecting element will be con-
formed for engagement with the seat.
[0033] Returning to Figure 5, the connection part 32 of
the fastening member 30 is configured for coupling with
an element that is located in a fixed position in corre-
spondence to the lower part of the appliance 1.
[0034] In one embodiment, such as that simplified in
the figures, said element is represented by a correspond-
ing anti-overturning component 22. In this embodiment,
therefore, the component 22 is an active part of the fas-
tening means for the skirting-board 8 to the front of the
lower part of the dishwasher 1. Preferably, the coupling
between the connection part 32 of the fastening member
30 and the component 22 is a fast-coupling way, such
as an elastic coupling and /or snap-coupling.
[0035] In the non-limiting example of Figure 5, the con-
nection part 32 has substantially a open collar or "C"
shape, that is comprising two opposite flaps 32a. In the
example, being the member 30 formed in a single piece,
the connection part 32 has overall the shape of an arc of
circumference with a development greater than 180°, in
which are identified two flaps 32a.
[0036] Preferably, in the end area of the two opposite
flaps 32a a fold or step is defined, here with an acute
angle, indicated with 32b. With this shape, the connection
part 32 can be elastically or snap engaged on the cou-
pling part 22b of the component 22d of Figure 4, so that
said steps 32b engage substantially at the interface area
between the cylindrical portion 22b1 and the prismatic
part 22b2 of said coupling part.
[0037] As previously mentioned, the coupling part 22b
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of the component 22 may have different shape from that
exemplified and, consequently, also the coupling part 32
of the element 30 may be modified in accordance, without
precluding the possibility of fast coupling way between
the two parts.
[0038] In a particularly advantageous embodiment the
fastening device according to the invention comprises
additional fastening means, to secure a further skirting-
board, which is the skirting-board 11 of Figure 1, in a
position substantially parallel to the lower part of the flank
9 of the appliance 1.
[0039] In such embodiment, said additional fastening
means comprise at least one of the coupling modules 34
of the fastening member 30 - previously separated from
the succession of modules that creates the coupling por-
tion 31 of figure 5 - as well as at least one further fastening
member, configured to be secured in a fixed position to
the stationary structure of the machine 1.
[0040] Such an additional fastening member is shown
schematically in Figure 8, where it is indicated as a whole
with 40. As will be seen, the fastening member 40 defines
at least a respective coupling seat, in which is receivable
the base part 35 of a coupling module 34 (see Figure 6)
separated from the relative succession of modules. As
will be appreciated, as a result of the coupling of this
module 34 with the corresponding seat member 40, the
relative projecting element 36 is couplable with the en-
gageable seat or guide 8a in the back of the further skirt-
ing-board 11. It should be specified for this purpose that
the skirting-board 11 is of similar design as the shape of
the engageable seat provided on its back, that is similar
to that indicated with 8a in Figure 7.
[0041] In one embodiment, such as in the example,
the additional fastening member 40 is configured to be
secured at the front of the lower part of the machine 1,
with the at least respective coupling seat that extends
vertically, in a position generally parallel to the flank 9 of
the machine 1. In this way, as will be clear in the following,
the member 40 does not substantially cause a lateral
amount of space in correspondence of the flank 9. Also
the member 40 may be formed in a single piece of plastic
material, such as an injection moldable thermoplastic
material.
[0042] Referring in particular to Figure 8, the coupling
member 40 has a rear part, indicated overall with 41,
having a respective back surface for the support against
a vertical surface of the stationary structure of the ma-
chine 1. In the example, the base part comprises a flap
41a, provided with at least a hole passing through a fas-
tening screw, following described. In position generally
opposite and parallel to the rear part 41, a front part 42
is provided, the parts 41 and 42 being connected by at
least one intermediate wall 43. The parts 41 and 42 define
between them the at least said coupling seat, in which is
receivable a coupling module 34 separated from the suc-
cession of Figure 5. In the exemplified embodiment, said
seat is essentially defined between two opposite guides
44a-44b, each of them being preferably defined between

the two parts 41 and 42 and a respective intermediate
connection wall 43. In the example, the opposite guides
44a-44b have substantially a C-section and extend ver-
tically. In this way, the flaps 35b of the base part 35 of a
module 34 can be inserted from above in the said guides
44a-44b (see Figure 6). Referring again to the exempli-
fied case, in a preferred embodiment, the fastening mem-
ber 40 has two coupling seats 44a-44b generally vertical
and in generally specular positions with respect to a ver-
tical symmetrical plane of the fastening member 40. The
presence of two seats 44a-44b is particularly advanta-
geous, since the same fastening member 40 can be used
indifferently for fastening skirting-boards in correspond-
ence of the right flank or the left flank of the machine 1,
as will be clear in the following.
[0043] The use of the fastening device according to
the invention is particularly simple, as evidenced by some
operating phases of its mounting illustrated in Figures
9-14, in which are used the same reference numbers of
the previous figures to indicate technically equivalent el-
ements to those already described above.
[0044] In Figure 9, as well as in the following figures,
is visible the lower area of the machine 1, with the com-
ponents 22 already fixed in position (as said, the com-
ponents may also be formed integral with the base part
or coupled to it). In Figure 9, only one of the fastening
members 30 is represented in front of the component 22,
it being understood that for fastening skirting-board 8,
not shown here, may be used at least two components
30.
[0045] Figure 10 exemplifies the coupling or hooking
condition of the fastening member 30 to the component
22, and precisely on the coupling part 22b of the latter.
As it is well known from these figures, the adjustable feet
21 are preferably positioned behind the components 22,
with the smoothed side of its base 22a which avoids pos-
sible obstruction between the parts.
[0046] Figure 11 illustrates the step of fastening mem-
ber 40 to the stationary structure of the dishwasher 1, in
correspondence of the front of the machine or, as in the
exemplified case, in correspondence of a front edge of
the flank 9 which is bent orthogonally in correspondence
on the front of the base part 20. As previously mentioned,
the member 40 may be fixed in position by a screw, here
indicated with 50, inserted in a through-hole provided in
the flap 41a of the rear part 41 (Figure 8), with the rear
surface of the base part that rests on the surface of said
orthogonally bent edge of the flank 9. Figure 12 illustrates
the assembled condition of the second fastening member
40. As it is known, the lateral dimensions of member 40
does not exceed substantially the flank 9: this is advan-
tageous in cases where, as in that shown, the flank 9 has
a lower part generally retracted.
[0047] The following Figure 13 exemplifies the case of
separation of a coupling module by the succession of
modules that creates the connecting portion 31 of the
fastening member 30. In the figure the module separated
from the succession is indicated with 34’ while with 34" is
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indicated the module that is at the distal end of the re-
maining succession of modules. As it is said, the sepa-
ration can be carried out using any cutting device. It is
also possible to obtain of the module performing a twist
to separate the module (34’) from the immediately pre-
ceding module (34"), it being understood that in this case
it will be preferable, for example, using a cutting device
to remove the part of the connecting jumpers above men-
tioned, which may interfere with the coupling of the pro-
jecting front part 36 of the front module (34") of the re-
maining succession with the engageable seat 8a from
the back of the skirting-board 8.
[0048] Figure 14 illustrates the condition in which the
module 34’ removed from the succession it has been
inserted into the corresponding guide of the fastening
member 40 which is turned towards the flank 9 and par-
allel to it. In a preferred embodiment, such as that exem-
plified, the intermediate portion 33 of the fastening mem-
ber 30 extends in the vertical direction more than modules
34 (that is, the first has a greater height than the latter),
with the connecting parts 31 and 32 that are located re-
spectively in an area generally lower and in an area gen-
erally higher of the portion 33. In this way, the connecting
part 32 can be above the modules themselves. This al-
lows, for example, to position higher up the coupling sec-
tion of the part 32, and then to have components 22 with
lower supporting base 22a relatively large compared to
the coupling portion 22b, in order to better fulfill the func-
tion of anti-overturning.
[0049] Figures 15-19 illustrate, with views substantially
similar to those of Figures 9-14, a possible sequence of
mounting of a fastening device according to the previ-
ously mentioned preferred embodiment of the invention,
in which the device is provided for fastening a front skirt-
ing-board and a lateral skirting-board.
[0050] In figure 15 the skirting-board 8 is visible, in
which in the seat 8a has been engaged the projecting
element 35 of the front module of the remaining succes-
sion of modules of the fastening member 30 (that is the
module indicated with 34" in figure 14).
[0051] In the phase of Figure 16 the connection part
32 (see Figure 5) of the fastening member 30 is coupled
to the coupling portion 22b (see for example Figure 14)
of the component 22, with the modality of elastic coupling
or snap coupling, as previously described.
[0052] In the phase of Figure 17, substantially homol-
ogous to the previous figure 14, the coupling module 34’,
separated from a succession of modules (see Figure 13)
is inserted in the seat 44a-44b (see figure 8) of the fas-
tening member 40.
[0053] Figure 18 illustrates the condition in which the
flank 9 of the machine 1 has already been partially cov-
ered with a decorative panel end, which is the lateral
panel indicated with 10 in Figure 1.
[0054] Figure 19, finally, shows the final state of mount-
ing phase in which the additional skirting-board 11 has
been coupled to the front element 35 of coupling module
34’ (not visible here). Given the relatively short length of

the skirting-board 11, the coupling of its rear seat (similar
to that indicated by 8a in Figure 7) may be made by a
translation of the skirting-board itself on the front element.
[0055] As previously mentioned, in the mounting
phase of the device object of the invention, will be pref-
erably provided with two fastening members 30, each of
them is coupled to a component 22.
[0056] The possibility to separate one or more coupling
modules 34 from the rest of the succession of modules
of the member 30 allows to adapt the length of the con-
nection part 31 of Figure 5, that is to adapt its length
depending on the position that the skirting-board 8 will
assume relatively to the front of the lower part 6 of the
machine 1. Note that, preferably, the number of modules
34 of the succession will be still greater than that normally
required for the purpose based on the typical dimension-
ing of the lower recess of the household appliances in
order to provide certainly of at least one module 34 sep-
arable from the rest of the succession. In the case in
which the device 1 is an appliance of the end furniture
module, as in the case of Figure 1, it can be used also
the fastening member 40, if it intends to mount a lateral
skirting-board 11 in correspondence of the flank of the
appliance.
[0057] Note that, if necessary, a fastening member 40
may possibly also be fixed in correspondence of the back
of the appliance: therefore, where necessary deemed, a
member 40 can be mounted in correspondence of the
front of the machine, such as visible in figure 18, and
another component 40 mounted in a substantially similar
manner in correspondence of the back of the stationary
structure of the machine, in order to allow, if necessary,
two anchorage areas for the side skirting-board 11. The
number of modules 34 of the succession will be prefer-
ably selected in order to allow the separation of at least
two coupling modules 34. From the previous description,
the features and the advantages of the fastening device
according to the this invention, primarily represented by
its structural simplicity and therefore its cost, as well as
from its easy and quick mounting are clear. A further ad-
vantage offered by the preferred embodiment described
is to allow, if necessary also the fastening of at least a
skirting-board in correspondence of a flank of the appli-
ance, in a simple and rapid way.
[0058] The device object of the invention may be pro-
vided in the form of kit of parts, comprising for example
one or two fastening members 30 and eventually at least
one fastening member 40.
[0059] It is clear that many variations are possible for
the skilled person in the field of the device, of the method
and of the kit of parts previously described by the way of
an example, without departing from the purpose of the
invention as defined by the claims that follow.
[0060] In the embodiments previously described the
succession of coupling modules 34 which creates the
connection part 31 of the member 30 is formed in a single
piece, but in possible variants of the invention said mod-
ules can be configured as separate components but still
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coupled between them in a separable way, for example
by a interlocking or snap. In one embodiment of this type,
for example, the projecting front part can be engageable
and couplable in a provided seat in correspondence of
the back of the base part 35 of a next module of the series.
[0061] The invention has been described above with
reference to a dishwasher, but it is clear that the same
invention is applicable to other types of appliances
equipped with skirting-board, such as washing ma-
chines, dryers, ovens, stoves, refrigerators, etc..

Claims

1. A device for fastening skirting-boards (8, 11) having
a back provided with an engageable seat (8a) to
household appliances, the device comprising fasten-
ing means (22, 30), to secure a skirting-board (8) in
a position substantially parallel to the front of a lower
part (6) of a household appliance (1), characterized
in that the fastening means (22, 30) comprise at
least one fastening member (30) with a modular first
connection portion (31) that extends axially and in-
cludes a succession of coupling modules (34), that
each coupling module (34) has a base part (35) and
a projecting front element (36) designed for coupling
with the engageable seat (8a) of the back of a skirt-
ing-board (8), and that the coupling modules (34) of
the succession are reciprocally joined in a separable
way to enable to adapt the length of the first connec-
tion part (31) of the fastening member (30).

2. The device according to claim 1, comprising further
fastening means (34’, 40), to secure a further skirt-
ing-board (11) in a position substantially parallel to
a flank (9) of a lower part of the household appliance
(1), wherein the further fastening means (34’, 40)
comprise:

- at least one first of said coupling modules (34’),
separated from said succession of coupling
modules (34), and
- at least one further fastening member (40), de-
fining at least one respective coupling seat (44a-
44b) in which the base part (35) of the at least
one first coupling module (34’) separated from
the succession of coupling modules (34) is re-
ceivable, with the front element (36) of the at
least one first coupling module (34’) that is cou-
plable with the engageable seat (8a) of the back
of the further skirting-board (11).

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein the further
fastening member (40) is configured to be secured
at the front of the lower part (6) of the household
appliance (1), with the at least one respective cou-
pling seat (44a-44b) that extends vertically in a po-
sition generally parallel to the flank (9) of the house-

hold appliance (1).

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the further
fastening member (40) comprises two said seats
(44a-44b) generally vertical and in generally specu-
lar positions.

5. The device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the fastening member (30) has a second
connection part (32), generally opposite to the first
connection part (31) and configured for coupling with
an element (22) that is in a fixed position at the front
of the lower part (6) of the household appliance (1).

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the fasten-
ing means (22; 30) comprise the said element (22)
in fixed position, having a respective coupling portion
(22b) to which the second connection part (32) of
the fastening member (30) is couplable in a fast-cou-
pling way, particularly via elastic coupling and/or
snap-coupling.

7. The device according to claim 5 or claim 6, wherein
the second connection part (32) is elastically deform-
able for coupling thereof on said coupling portion
(22b) of said element (22) in fixed position.

8. The device according to one of claims 5-7, wherein
said element in fixed position is an anti-overturning
element (22) of the household appliance (1), the cor-
responding coupling portion (22b) extending sub-
stantially vertically.

9. The device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the fastening member (30) is formed of plas-
tic material.

10. The device according to any of claims 5-8, wherein
the fastening member (30) has an intermediate part
(33) between the first connection part (31) and the
second connection part (32), the intermediate part
(33) having a greater height than the coupling mod-
ules (34), with the first and second connection parts
(31, 32) that are in a generally lower area and a gen-
erally upper area, respectively, of the intermediate
part (33).

11. A method for fastening a skirting-board (8) to a
household appliance,
comprising the steps of:

a) providing a skirting-board (8) having a back
provided with an engageable seat (8a),
b) providing fastening means (22, 30) for the
skirting-board (8), and
c) securing the skirting-board (8) in a position
substantially parallel to the front of a lower part
(6) of the household appliance (1), via the fas-
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tening means (22, 30),

wherein step b) comprises providing a fastening
member (30) with a modular first connection part (31)
axially extended and including a succession of cou-
pling modules (34), each coupling module (34) hav-
ing a base part (35) with a projecting front element
(36) designed for coupling with the engageable seat
(8a) of the back of the skirting-board (8), the coupling
modules (34) of the succession being reciprocally
joined in a separable way,
and wherein step c) comprises

- separating at least one coupling module (34’)
from the succession of coupling modules (34),
at a proximal end of the latter, to adapt the length
of the first connection part (31) of the fastening
member (30), and
- coupling the projecting front element (36) of
the coupling module (34") which is at the proxi-
mal end of the remaining succession of coupling
modules (30) with the engageable seat (8a) of
the back of the skirting-board (8).

12. The method according to claim 11, also comprising
the steps of:

d) providing a further skirting-board (11) having
a back provided with an engageable seat (8a),
e) providing further fastening means (34’, 40)
for the further skirting-board (11), and
f) securing the further skirting-board (11) in un
position substantially parallel to a flank of a lower
part of the household appliance (1), via the fur-
ther fastening means (34’, 40),

wherein step e) comprises providing at least one fur-
ther fastening means (40),
defining at least one respective coupling seat (44a-
44b) in which the base part (35) of at least one first
coupling module (34’) separated from the succes-
sion of coupling modules (34) is receivable,
and wherein step f) comprises

- coupling the base part (35) of the at least one
first coupling module (34’) with the coupling seat
(44a-44b) of the further fastening member (40),
and
- coupling the front element (36) of the at least
one first coupling module (34’) with the engage-
able seat (8a) of the back of the further skirting-
board (11).

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein step f)
comprises securing the further fastening member
(40) at the front of the lower part (6) of the household
appliance (1).

14. The method according to any of claims 11-13, where-
in step c) comprises coupling a second connection
part (32) of the fastening member (30), generally op-
posite to the first connection part (31), to an element
(22) which is in a fixed position at the front of the
lower part (6) of the household appliance (1), partic-
ularly via fast-coupling.

15. A kit of parts for fastening skirting-boards (8, 11) hav-
ing a back provided with an engageable seat (8a) to
household appliances, comprising

- at least one first fastening member (30), to se-
cure a skirting-board (8) in a position substan-
tially parallel to the front of a lower part (6) of the
household appliance (1), the at least one first
fastening member (30) having a modular first
connection part (31) axially extended and in-
cluding a succession of coupling modules (34),
each coupling module (34) having a base part
(35) and a projecting front part (36), designed
for coupling with the engageable seat (8a) of the
back of the skirting-board (8), the coupling mod-
ules (34) of the succession being reciprocally
joined in a separable way to enable to adapt the
length of the first connection portion (31) of the
fastening member (30), and
- at least one second fastening member (40), to
secure a further skirting-board (11) in a position
substantially parallel to a flank (9) of the house-
hold appliance (1), the at least one second fas-
tening member (40) defining at least one respec-
tive coupling seat (44a-44b) in which the base
part (35) of a first one of said coupling modules
(34’) separated from said succession of coupling
modules (34) is receivable, with the correspond-
ing front element (36) that is couplable with the
engageable seat (8a) of the back of the further
skirting-board (11).
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