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(54) Wheelchair cover

(57) An apparatus 10 for mounting a cover such as
an umbrella 16 on a wheelchair 26. The apparatus 10
comprises a bracket 12 mountable to the wheelchair with

a cranked elongate support 14 adjustably extending from
the bracket 12.
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Description

[0001] This invention concerns a cover mounting ap-
paratus for a wheelchair, a wheelchair cover arrange-
ment, and a wheelchair including a mounting bracket.
[0002] Wheelchairs are widely used by persons with
restricted mobility. A problem often encountered with
wheelchairs is providing an appropriate and satisfactory
cover for use in the rain, and also a cover to provide
shade when necessary.
[0003] According to a first aspect of the invention there
is provided cover mounting apparatus for a wheelchair,
the apparatus including a mounting bracket mountable
to a wheelchair, a cranked elongate support rotatably
mountable to the mounting bracket to extend upwardly
therefrom, with the upper end of the elongate support
including a mounting arrangement to permit a cover to
be mounted thereto.
[0004] The mounting bracket may permit the height of
the elongate support to be adjusted relative thereto. The
mounting bracket may include a vertically alignable pas-
sage through which the elongate support can extend,
and engagement means may be provided to retain the
elongate support at the required height within the pas-
sage. The engagement means may be manually opera-
ble, and may comprise a threaded member which ex-
tends into the passage to engage with the elongate sup-
port, and a handle may be provided at the proximal end
of the threaded member.
[0005] The mounting bracket may include a pair of
brackets, each engagable against respective elongate
parts of the wheelchair, which parts are inclined relative
to each other. The brackets may be in the form of loops
through which the elongate parts can extend, with secur-
ing means to tighten the loops against a base member
to clamp the mounting bracket on the elongate parts.
[0006] The mounting bracket may also include an up-
wardly open recess to receive a mounting part of a further
wheelchair cover or other item.
[0007] The mounting arrangement may comprise a
tube in which an elongate item can be received, and lock-
ing means may be provided for locking an elongate item
in the tube. The tube may be provided by an upper end
in use of the elongate support.
[0008] The elongate support may comprise a first
member which in use extends upwardly from the mount-
ing bracket, a second section extending from the first
section and which in use extends sidewards, and a third
section extending from the second member and which
in use extends upwardly from the second section.
[0009] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a wheechair cover arrangement includ-
ing a cover mounting apparatus according to any of the
preceding six paragraphs and a cover mountable thereto.
[0010] The cover may be in the form of an umbrella,
which umbrella may be collapsible.
[0011] According to a third aspect of the invention there
is provided a wheelchair including a mounting bracket

according to any of said preceding six paragraphs.
[0012] The wheelchair may include a mounting bracket
on each side thereof.
[0013] The wheelchair may also include a cover
mounting apparatus according to any of said preceding
six paragraphs.
[0014] An embodiment of the present invention will
now be described by way of example only, and with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view of appa-
ratus according to the invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing the apparatus
of fig. 1 in use;

Fig. 3 is a front view showing the apparatus of fig. 1
in use; and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of part of the apparatus
of fig. 1.

[0015] The drawings show a cover mounting appara-
tus 10 for a wheelchair. The apparatus 10 comprises a
mounting bracket 12 with a cranked elongate support 14
extending from the bracket 12. A cover in the form of a
collapsible umbrella 16 is mounted to a mounting ar-
rangement 18 on the opposite end of the elongate sup-
port 14 to the bracket 12.
[0016] The bracket 12 comprises a mounting plate 20
with two U-bolts 22 attached thereto such that the plane
of the U is perpendicular in each bolt relative to the other,
with nuts 24 on an opposite side of the plate 20 to the
remainder of the bolts 22, to enable tightening of the bolts
22 against the plate 20.
[0017] The bracket 12 can be mounted to a side of a
wheelchair 26 as follows. A vertically extending part of
the side of the wheelchair 26 extends through a horizon-
tally aligned U-bolt 22, whilst a horizontally extending part
of the side of the wheelchair 26 extends through a verti-
cally aligned U-bolt 22. The respective nuts 24 can be
tightened on the respective U-bolt 22 to clamp the plate
20 on the sides of the wheelchair 26.
[0018] A formation defining an upwardly open recess
formation 28 is provided on the outer side of the bracket
12 relative to the wheelchair 16. A block 30 is provided
on the outside of the formation 28, with a vertically aligned
through passage 32. An engagement means in the form
of a bolt 34 extends horizontally into the passage 32 to
engage with items extending therethrough. A handle 36
is provided on the proximal end of the bolt 34 to permit
ready manual adjustment thereof.
[0019] The elongate support 14 comprises a first lower
section 38 which is alignable vertically in use. The first
section 38 extends through the passage 32 and can be
held in position by the bolt 34.
[0020] A second horizontally extendable section 40 ex-
tends from the first section 38 and connects to a third
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vertically extendable section 42. The upper end of the
third section 42 is hollow and open ended to receive an
elongate item such as the shaft of the umbrella 16.
[0021] A pair of bolts 44 are extendable through the
third section 42 and alignable holes in the stem of the
umbrella 16. Wing nuts 46 are provided engagable with
the bolts 44 to retain same in position.
[0022] In use the bracket 12 can be mounted on the
wheelchair 26 and the first section 38 inserted into the
passage 32 and moved to a required height. Tightening
of the bolt 34 will provide the first section 38 at a required
height.
[0023] The elongate support 14, and the third section
42 in particular, can be moved by rotation of the elongate
support 14 relative to the bracket 12, to or away from a
person on the wheelchair as required, and particularly to
provide cover from rain or sun as required. The first sec-
tion 38 can be rotated relative to the block 30, and if
required the bolt 34 can be loosened slightly to permit
such rotation. The umbrella 16 can be raised and col-
lapsed as required.
[0024] As shown in fig. 3, a mounting bracket 12 can
be provided on each side of the wheelchair 26 to provide
further flexibility in the mounting of the umbrella 16.
[0025] There is thus described a mounting arrange-
ment for a cover such as a wheelchair which provides
for a number of advantages. A significant amount of ad-
justment is provided by the height adjustment and also
the cranked elongate support. When not required the ap-
paratus can readily be removed, and stored or carried
as required.
[0026] Various modifications may be made without de-
parting from the scope of the invention. For instance the
brackets may take a different form. The umbrella may be
differently mounted on the elongate support and/or a dif-
ferent cover may be used. Different retaining and/or lock-
ing means could be used.
[0027] Whilst endeavouring in the foregoing specifica-
tion to draw attention to those features of the invention
believed to be of particular importance it should be un-
derstood that the Applicant claims protection in respect
of any patentable feature or combination of features here-
inbefore referred to and/or shown in the drawings wheth-
er or not particular emphasis has been placed thereon.

Claims

1. A cover mounting apparatus for a wheelchair, the
apparatus including a mounting bracket mountable
to a wheelchair, a cranked elongate support rotatably
mountable to the mounting bracket to extend up-
wardly therefrom, with the upper end of the elongate
support including a mounting arrangement to permit
a cover to be mounted thereto.

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, in which the mount-
ing bracket permits the height of the elongate support

to be adjusted relative thereto.

3. Apparatus according to claim 2, in which the mount-
ing bracket includes a vertically alignable passage
through which the elongate support extends.

4. Apparatus according to claim 3, in which engage-
ment means is provided to retain the elongate sup-
port at the required height within the passage, the
engagement means may be manually operable, the
engagement means may comprise a threaded mem-
ber which extends into the passage to engage with
the elongate support, and a handle may be provided
at the proximal end of the threaded member.

5. Apparatus according to any of the preceding claims,
in which the mounting bracket includes a pair of
brackets, each engageable against respective elon-
gate parts of the wheelchair, which parts are inclined
relative to each other.

6. Apparatus according to claim 5, in which the brackets
are in the form of loops through which the elongate
parts can extend, with securing means to tighten the
loops against a base member to clamp the mounting
bracket on the elongate parts.

7. Apparatus according to any of the preceding claims,
in which the mounting bracket includes an upwardly
open recess to receive a mounting part of a further
wheelchair cover or other item.

8. Apparatus according to any of the preceding claims,
in which the mounting arrangement comprises a tube
in which an elongate item can be received, and lock-
ing means may be provided for locking an elongate
item in the tube.

9. Apparatus according to claim 8, in which the tube is
provided by an upper end in use of the elongate sup-
port.

10. Apparatus according to any of the preceding claims,
in which the elongate support comprises a first sec-
tion which in use extends upwardly from the mount-
ing bracket, a second section extending from the first
section and which in use extends sidewards, and a
third section extending from the second member and
which in use extends upwardly from the second sec-
tion.

11. A wheelchair cover arrangement including a cover
mounting apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, and a cover mountable thereto.

12. An arrangement according to claim 11, in which the
cover is in the form of an umbrella, and the umbrella
may be collapsible.
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13. A wheelchair including a mounting bracket according
to any of claims 1 to 10.

14. A wheelchair according to claim 13, in which the
wheelchair includes a mounting bracket on each side
thereof.

15. A wheelchair according to claims 13 or 14, in which
the wheelchair includes a cover mounting apparatus
according to any of claims 1 to 10.
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