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(54) Electronic identifier attachment for inventory items

(57) Disclosed is an adapter (100) configured to at-
tach an electronic identification device (109) to an inven-
tory item having a universal attachment fitting. A first end
of the adapter body is configured to permanently attach
to the universal attachment fitting. A second end of the
adapter body is configured to attach to a tool configured

to attach to the universal attachment fitting. An electronic
identification device is attached to the adapter body. The
adapter body includes a blind bore (136), biasing mem-
ber (113) and a retaining member (116), to facilitate at-
tachment of the adapter to the inventory item. The adapt-
er cover may include a fluorescent pigment.
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Description

[0001] A Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tag is
a type of electronic identification device that may be used
to identify and track various objects. In practice, an RFID
tag is attached to an object, and an RFID reader senses
the presence and identifying information associated with
the RFID tag. The RFID reader may be located at an
entrance or exit of an environment, thus facilitating the
tracking and identifying of objects having RFID tags that
enter or exit the environment.
[0002] RFID tags may be added to existing objects so
that they may be tracked. To this end, an RFID tag may
be mounted to the exterior of an object using adhesives
or shrink wrap. However, by being mounted to the exterior
of an object, the RFID tag may impede the intended func-
tionality of the object. For example, if an RFID tag were
mounted to the exterior of a socket tool, the socket tool
may not be able to fit into tight spaces due to the in-
creased size of the tool created by the added RFID tag.
Additionally, retrofitting a tool with an RFID tag may be
visually unattractive.
[0003] In order to overcome these obstacles, some ob-
jects may be manufactured to incorporate an RFID tag.
However, it may be expensive to replace existing objects
with new RFID-enabled objects. For example, a mechan-
ic shop may have a huge inventory of socket tools. Re-
placing the huge inventory of existing tools with new
RFID-enabled tools may be expensive and impractical.
[0004] It is an object of the present invention to provide
RFID-enabled tools with improved features.
[0005] In an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an adapter comprising: an adapter body having
a first end configured to attach to one of a plurality of
inventory items having a universal attachment fitting, and
a second end remote from the first end and configured
to be attached to a tool configured to be attached to a
universal attachment fitting; an electronic identification
device; and a locking mechanism for permanently attach-
ing the adapter to an inventory item, wherein the locking
mechanism comprises: a bore in a side of the adapter
body; and a retaining element received in the bore in a
sliding manner in relation to the body, wherein the retain-
ing element is biased to protrude from the bore to engage
a receiving recess in an inventory item, wherein the
adapter body includes a longitudinal central axis between
the first end and the second end of the adapter body, and
wherein the bore is inclined with respect to the longitu-
dinal central axis to cause reinforcement of engagement
between the retaining element and a receiving recess of
an inventory item upon application of a force moving the
first end away from said inventory item. In the course of
routine use the adapter and the inventory item will be
subjected to random knocks. Advantageously, any knock
that tends to pull the adapter and the inventory apart
strengthens the bond between the two components and,
in doing so, helps lock them together.
[0006] Preferably, the bore is a blind bore with an open

end in the side of the adapter body, wherein the locking
mechanism comprises a compression spring for biasing
the retaining element to protrude from the blind bore and
wherein the compression spring is housed within the
blind bore between the retaining element and a closed
end of the blind bore. A blind bore is easily machined in
the adapter body. It provides supports for both the spring
and the retaining element.
[0007] Preferably, the retaining element is a metal
sphere and the bore comprises a hollow cylinder. A metal
sphere, or ball bearing, is easily obtained and a hollow
cylinder is easily drilled into the adapter body.
[0008] Preferably, the bore is inclined by an angle of
substantially 35 degrees in relation to the longitudinal
central axis of the adapter body. A side of the bore acts
as a wedge against which the retaining member acts to
reinforce engagement with a complementary recess in
an inventory item when the adapter and inventory item
are pulled apart.
[0009] Preferably, the locking mechanism is in the first
end of the adapter body. Preferably, the adapter com-
prises a plurality of locking mechanisms.
[0010] Preferably, the adapter comprises an adapter
cover surrounding the electronic identification device,
wherein the adapter cover is at least partially-transparent
to radio frequency energy to facilitate the electronic iden-
tification device tag transmitting and/or receiving radio
frequency signals.
[0011] Preferably, the material of the adapter cover
comprises a fluorescent pigment.
[0012] Preferably, the adapter cover is configured to
provide cushioning or protection for the electronic iden-
tification device, wherein the cushioning or protection is
provided by an internal damping web, a layer of flexible
cellular material, or a layer of elastomeric material pro-
vided on the adapter cover and compressed against the
electronic identification device.
[0013] Preferably, the electronic identification device
is secured to the adapter body.
[0014] Preferably, the first end of the adapter body
comprises a male end and the second end of the adapter
body comprises a female end.
[0015] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method of attaching an adapter according
to the first aspect to one of a plurality of inventory items
having a universal attachment fitting, the method com-
prising the steps of: (a) attaching the first end of the adapt-
er body to a universal attachment fitting of an inventory
item; and (b) gluing the adapter body to said inventory
item. Glue at the interface between the adapter and the
inventory item substantially eliminates any rattle that may
exist between the components. This helps to reassure
an operator that the adapter and the inventory item are
permanently attached.
[0016] Further features and advantages of the present
invention will be understood by reference to the following
description, which is given by way of example and in as-
sociation with the accompanying drawings of which:
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Figures 1A-1C are drawings of an adapter according
to various embodiments of the present disclosure;
Figures 2A-2C are drawings of an adapter body of
the adapter of Figures 1A-1C;
Figures 3A-3C are drawings of an adapter cover of
the adapter of Figures 1A-1C;
Figure 4 is a drawing of the adapter of Figures 1A-
1C attached to an inventory item according to various
embodiments of the present disclosure;
Figures 5A-5C are drawings of a hand tool, with a
handle and a shaft;
Figure 6A shows a top view of a hand tool with a flat
handle;
Figure 6B shows a side view of the hand tool of Figure
6A;
Figure 6C shows a top view of a top cap of the hand
tool of Figures 6A and 6B;
Figure 6D shows a cross-sectional view C-C of the
top cap of Figure 6C;
Figure 6E shows a bottom view of a bottom cap of
the hand tool of Figures 6A and 6B;
Figure 6F shows a cross-sectional view E-E of the
bottom cap of Figure 6E;
Figure 6G shows detail A of the hand tool of Figures
6A and 6B;
Figure 7 shows a cross-sectional view of a hex key
coated with PVC; and
Figure 8 shows the hex key of Figure 7 with a pocket
of the PVC coating lifted up;
Figure 9 shows a cross-sectional view of a hand
wrench coated with PVC.

[0017] In an aspect of the present invention, Figures
1A - 4 show an adapter for an inventory item having an
electronic identification device. Existing inventory items,
such as but not limited to, socket tools, air tool fittings,
driver bits (e.g., Phillips bits, flathead bits, hex-head bits,
TORX® bits, APEX® bits, etc.) allen wrenches, hoses,
welding equipment, medical equipment, or any inventory
item having a universal attachment fitting, may be retro-
fitted to become RFID-enabled while maintaining the in-
tended functionality of the inventory items. In general,
the present disclosure is directed towards permanently
attaching an adapter equipped with an electronic identi-
fication device to an inventory item. As used herein, the
term "permanently attached" refers to an attachment that
is not intended to be removed, unless defeated by com-
ponent failure, unauthorized removal, or other types of
unintended activity. As a non-limiting example, one end
of an adapter equipped with an RFID tag is configured
to permanently attach to one or more inventory items,
such as a socket, a conventional socket adapter, a crow-
foot wrench, etc., while the other end of the adapter is
configured to removably attach to a socket driver. As
such, the adapter, RFID tag, and socket may be a sub-
stantially unitary piece. By being configured to perma-
nently attach to a universal attachment fitting, one adapt-
er style may be produced that is capable of permanently

attaching to multiple sizes and styles of sockets.
[0018] With the RFID enabled adapter permanently at-
tached to a socket or other type of inventory item, an
RFID reader may identify or track the inventory item by
sensing signals emitted from the RFID tag. For example,
an RFID tag reader may be installed at an entrance or
exit of an environment, and the activity associated with
the inventory item may be monitored. This monitoring
may be especially useful, for example, in operating rooms
where it is extremely important to track medical tools, in
mechanical environments where a lost tool may cause
damage to equipment, in an environment where inven-
tory item theft may be a concern, or in other environ-
ments.
[0019] In addition and complementary to the monitor-
ing capabilities provided by electronic identification de-
vices, fluorescent pigments are also useful in facilitating
tracking or items and retrieval of misplaced items in an
environment. For example, when applied to a tool or
adapter, or added to a PVC coating, the fluorescent pig-
ment can enable easy identification by sight.
[0020] In the following discussion, a general descrip-
tion of the apparatus and its components are provided,
followed by a discussion of the operation of the same.
[0021] With reference to Figures 1A-1C, shown is an
adapter 100 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. The adapter 100 shown in Figures 1A-1C is
configured to become a substantially unitary piece with
the inventory item 101. The inventory item 101 has a
female fitting 102 facilitating attachment between the
adapter 100 and inventory item 101. As may be appre-
ciated, the female fitting 102 is common to other related
inventory items 101 so that a common tool (e.g., a socket
driver) may be attached to several inventory items 101.
In this sense, the female fitting 102 may be considered
one example, among others, of a universal attachment
fitting. Additionally, a universal attachment fitting in var-
ious embodiments may be, for example but not limited
to, male fittings, threaded joints, quick-release couplings,
or any other universal attachment fitting being a deliber-
ate mechanical point of connection for the inventory item
101.
[0022] In the embodiment shown, the inventory item
101 is embodied in the form of a socket. It is understood
that in alternative embodiments, the inventory items 101
may be, for example but not limited to, socket tools, air
tool fittings, driver bits (e.g., Phillips bits, flathead bits,
hex-head bits, TORX® bits, APEX® bits, etc.) allen
wrenches, hoses, welding equipment, medical equip-
ment, or any inventory item having a universal attach-
ment fitting. The adapter 100 may also be preconfigured
to be attached to another inventory item 101 or tool such
as, for example, a preexisting fitting of a powered or man-
ual driver tool (not shown).
[0023] The adapter 100 includes an adapter body 103,
an adapter cover 106, an electronic identification device
in the form of an RFID tag 109, a biasing member in the
form of a spring 113, and a detent or retaining element
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116. The adapter cover 106 surrounds a portion of the
adapter body 103 and helps to secure the RFID tag 109
to the adapter body 103. The adapter cover 106 is trans-
parent or partially-transparent to radio frequency energy
to facilitate the RFID tag 109 transmitting and/or receiving
signals.
[0024] The retaining element 116 is disposed at least
partially within the adapter body 103 and facilitates re-
taining the adapter 100 to an inventory item 101, as will
be described later. As will be described later, the spring
113 biases the retaining element 116 to protrude a small
way from the adapter body 103 to facilitate permanent
attachment of the adapter 100 to the inventory item 101.
[0025] Turning to Figures 2A-2C, there is shown is the
adapter body 103 which includes a first, male end 119,
configured to be received in a female fitting 102 (Figure
1A) of the inventory item 101 (Figure 1A). Opposite of
the first, male end 119 is a second, female end 123 and
a female recess 124 configured to receive, for example,
a socket driver.
[0026] As will be described below, in the embodiment
shown, the first, male end 119 is configured to perma-
nently attach to the inventory item 101, while the second,
female end 123 is preconfigured to attach to, for example,
a male end of a socket driver tool or another type of pow-
ered or manual tool (not shown). It is understood that
although the embodiment shown has a male end 119
and a female end 123, both the first and second ends
may be male or both ends may be female in alternative
embodiments.
[0027] Although shown in Figures 2A-2C as being
formed of a single unit, the adapter body 103 may instead
comprise multiple components that are assembled to
form the adapter body 103. For example, the male end
119 may be detached from the remainder of the adapter
body 103. In such a case, during assembly, the male end
119 may be attached to the remainder of the adapter
body 103 by a weld or other permanent attachment meth-
ods.
[0028] The adapter body 103 includes a groove 126,
a recess 129, a bore 136, an edge 139 and a rim 143.
The groove 126 extends at least partially circumferen-
tially around the adapter body 103. The recess 129 is a
depressed region of the adapter body 103 and takes a
shape that is slightly larger than the RFID tag 109 or a
holder of the RFID tag 109.
[0029] The bore 136 is a blind bore which is inclined
at an angle α in relation to a longitudinal central axis A
of the adapter body 103. Angle α = 35 degrees +/- 1
degrees. The bore 136 extends from an open mouth end
at an outer surface of the male end 119 towards the cen-
tral axis A and the female end 123 where it terminates
at a closed end. The bore 136 is configured to receive
the biasing member in the form of a compression spring
113. The bore is configured to slidingly receive the re-
taining element 116. The spring 113 biases the retaining
element 116 towards the open mouth end at the outer
surface of the male end 119. The depth of the bore is

approximately 5mm along its central axis of elongation.
[0030] The edge 139 is a surface configured to be ad-
jacent to the inventory item 101. The rim 143 is disposed
along the adapter body 103 towards the female end 123.
Both the edge 139 and rim 143 facilitate attaching and
retaining the adapter cover 106 to the adapter body 103
as will be described later.
[0031] With reference now to Figures 3A-3C, there is
shown is an example of an adapter cover 106 according
to an embodiment of the present invention. The adapter
cover 106 shown in Figures 3A-3C is embodied in the
form of a collar that surrounds a portion of the adapter
body 103. The adapter cover 106 acts as a covering to
protect and/or permanently secure the RFID tag 109 to
the adapter body 103. In alternative embodiments, the
adapter cover 106 may partially cover a portion of the
adapter body 103, instead of completely surrounding the
circumference of the adapter body 103.
[0032] The adapter cover 106 includes an interior sur-
face 145 extending through the adapter cover 106 for at
least a portion of the adapter body 103 to pass through
the adapter cover 106. The adapter cover 106 may be
constructed of nylon or other plastic-type materials to fa-
cilitate transmission of signals to and from the RFID tag
109. However, it is understood that the adapter cover
106 may be constructed of other materials that are trans-
parent to radio frequency energy. The material of the
adapter cover 106 may have a fluorescent pigment. This
facilitates tracking the adapter 100 and inventory item
101 by sight, especially with the help of a flashlight which
emits ultra-violet light. This may be beneficial when track-
ing a misplaced inventory item in a complex environment
with multiple parts, such as in an aero-engine or a railway
locomotive. The preferred colour is yellow + fluorescent
pigment.
[0033] The adapter cover 106 also includes a lip 146,
one or more detents 149, a receptacle 153, and possibly
other features not discussed in detail herein. The lip 146
extends from an interior surface at an end of the adapter
cover 106. Although shown in Figures 3A-3C as extend-
ing from most of the circumference of the adapter cover
106, the lip 146 may instead extend from only a portion
of an end of the adapter cover 106. Additionally, in alter-
native embodiments, the adapter cover 106 may include
multiple lips 146 located at one or both ends of the adapt-
er cover 106.
[0034] The one or more detents 149 are disposed on
the interior surface 145 of the adapter cover 106. Al-
though shown in Figures 3A-3C as being located adja-
cent to the receptacle 153, the one or more detents 149
are located opposite of the receptacle 153, causing the
RFID receptacle to be snug against the adapter body
103. Further, it is understood that the one or more detents
149 or other types of restrictions may be disposed any-
where along the interior surface 145 of the adapter cover
106. As will be described below, the detents 149 aid in
aligning the adapter cover 106 with the adapter body 103
during assembly of the adapter 100. Further, the detents
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149 facilitate attachment of the adapter cover 106 to the
adapter body 103 during assembly of the adapter 100.
[0035] The receptacle 153 includes a frame 154 ex-
tending from the interior surface 145 of the adapter cover
106 and a pocket 155 configured to receive the RFID tag
109. The receptacle 153 may aid in aligning the adapter
cover 106 with the adapter body 103 during assembly of
the adapter 100. Further, the receptacle 153 may provide
cushioning or protection for the RFID tag 109. For exam-
ple, the adapter cover 106 may have an internal damping
web 106a compressed against the RFID tag 109 to help
hold the latter more securely. Alternatively, the damping
web may be replaced by a layer of flexible cellular or
elastomeric material 106a.
[0036] Referring back to Figures 1A-1C, the RFID tag
109 is a type of electronic identification device that emits
an identifying signal that is capable of being received by
an appropriate RFID reader. The identifying signal may
include data that uniquely corresponds to the RFID tag
109, thereby facilitating the identification of an object to
which the RFID tag 109 is attached. The RFID tag 109
may be active, semi-active, or passive and may or may
not include storage memory. In alternative embodiments,
the functionality of the RFID tag 109 may be replaced
with other types of electronic identification devices capa-
ble of emitting an identifying signal and being receivable
by an appropriate receiving device.
[0037] The retaining element 116 facilitates perma-
nently attaching the adapter 100 to the female fitting 102
of the inventory item 101. In the embodiment shown, the
retaining element 116 is embodied in the form of a metal
spherical ball. Additionally, it is noted that one or more
retaining elements 116 each with a respective bore 136
may be used.
[0038] The retaining element 116 is configured to be
retained, at least partially, in the bore 136 of the adapter
body 103. Additionally, the retaining element 116 is con-
figured to be retained in a complementary receiving re-
cess 156 (Figure 4) of the inventory item 101. The re-
ceiving recess 156 is a recess in an internal face of the
inventory item 101. The retaining member 116 is shaped
to be at least partially nested within the receiving recess
156. As will be discussed, the retaining element 116 is
configured to move from a retracted position, with the
retaining element 116 at least partially within the adapter
body 103, to a locking position, with the retaining element
116 disposed at least partially in the receiving recess 156
of the inventory item 101. As mentioned above, the spring
113 biases the retaining element 116 from the retracted
position to the locking position.
[0039] Next, a description of the operation of the vari-
ous components of one example, among others, of the
adapter 100 is provided. Turning to Figure 4, shown is
the adapter 100 and its interaction with an inventory item
101 according to various embodiments. The adapter 100
is permanently attached to the inventory item 101.
[0040] In order to assemble the adapter 100, the RFID
tag 109 is placed in the receptacle 153 of the adapter

cover 106, and the adapter cover 106 is slid over the
adapter body 103. The detents 149 (Figure 3A-3C) and
lip 146 of the adapter cover 106 facilitate proper align-
ment of the adapter cover 106 with respect to the adapter
body 103. To this end, the detents 149 of the adapter
cover 106 align with and/or snap into the groove 126
(Figures 2A-2C) of the adapter body 103, thereby indi-
cating proper alignment and facilitating attachment of the
adapter cover 106 to the adapter body 103. Similarly, the
lip 146 of the adapter cover 106 abuts the edge 139 of
the adapter body 103, and an end 159 of the adapter
cover 106 abuts the rim 143 of the adapter body 103.
Thus, the adapter cover 106 may be properly aligned in
a longitudinal direction during assembly of the adapter
100.
[0041] In a similar fashion, the recess 129 of the adapt-
er body 103 and receptacle 153 of the adapter cover 106
facilitate proper rotational alignment of the adapter body
103 with respect to the adapter cover 106. Because the
recess 129 is configured to accommodate the shape of
the receptacle 153, proper rotational alignment during
assembly is apparent during assembly. Additionally, the
adapter cover 106 is prevented from rotating after as-
sembly.
[0042] The retaining element 116 is in the bore 136 of
the adapter body 103, and the inventory item 101 is
placed on the appropriate end of the adapter body 103.
The lip 146 of the adapter cover 106 may compress be-
tween the edge 139 of the adapter body 103 and an end
163 of the inventory item 101. When the inventory item
101 is permanently attached to the adapter 100, such
compression between the edge 139 of the adapter body
103 and the end 163 of the inventory item 101 facilitates
the adapter cover 106 being permanently attached to the
adapter body 103.
[0043] The spring 113 biases the retaining element 116
to extend from the retracted position to the locking posi-
tion where the retaining element 116 received in the re-
ceiving recess 156 of the inventory item 101. The inven-
tory item 101 cannot be pulled apart from the adapter
body 103 in the direction of double-headed arrow X be-
cause, due to the inclination of the bore 136 a side of
which acts as a wedge, pulling in this direction tends to
wedge the retaining element 116 against the receiving
recess 156 and, in doing so, reinforce engagement be-
tween the retaining element 116 and the receiving recess
156. Once the retaining element 116 is engaged with the
receiving recess 156, the adapter 100 is permanently
attached to the inventory item 101.
[0044] It may be beneficial to apply glue at the interface
between the adapter 100 and the inventory item 101 to
eliminate any rattle that may exist between the compo-
nents. This helps to reassure an operator that the adapter
100 and the inventory item 101 are permanently at-
tached.
[0045] In a further aspect of the present invention, Fig-
ures 5A-5B show a hand tool having an electronic iden-
tification device. The hand tool includes a cap with a cav-
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ity configured to encapsulate an RFID tag. The cap pro-
vides a seal with respect to the cavity, thereby protecting
the RFID tag from being exposed to corrosive chemicals.
Additionally, by the RFID tag being in the interior of the
cap, the RFID tag may be shielded or cushioned from
impacts. Even further, by being placed in the interior of
the cap, the RFID tag may not interfere with the intended
functionality or appearance of the hand tool. In the fol-
lowing discussion, a general description of the system
and its components is provided, followed by a discussion
of the operation of the same.
[0046] With reference to Figures 5A-5B, shown is a
hand tool 200 according to various embodiments of the
present disclosure. The hand tool 200 includes a handle
203 having a front portion 220 and a back portion 222, a
shaft 206 having a first working end 224 and a second
connection end 226, an electronic identification device
109, and a generally hemi-spherical cap 215. The hand
tool 200 shown is embodied in the form of a nut-driver.
However, the hand tool 200 may be embodied in the form
of, for example but not limited to, a screwdriver, a bit
driver, a hammer, a mallet, a wrench, a cutting tool (e.g.,
scissors, a knife, etc.), a file, a scraper, a spatula, a chisel,
a chisel holder, an awl, a punch, a brush, a broom, an
axe, a pry bar, an extension mirror, an extension magnet,
a level, or any other type of hand tool 200.
[0047] The handle 203 is a portion of the hand tool 200
that is configured to be gripped by a user, as may be
appreciated. For example, in the case in which the hand
tool 200 is a nutdriver, the handle 203 is the portion of
the nutdriver that a user grips and rotates in order to
tighten or loosen a fastener (not shown). The handle 203
includes multiple grooves 216 to facilitate a grip by a user.
The handle 203 comprises a nylon or other plastic-type
material that is transparent or partially-transparent to ra-
dio frequency energy, in order to facilitate the transmis-
sion of signals to or from the electronic identification de-
vice 109.
[0048] The shaft 206 is made of metal. The shaft 206
is attached to and extends from the handle 203. The con-
nection end 226 of the shaft 206 is moulded into the han-
dle 203 at the front portion 220 of the handle. To secure
the shaft 206 to the handle, and to prevent rotation of the
shaft 206 with respect to the handle 203, the connection
end 226 of the shaft 206 that is disposed in the handle
203 includes multiple outwardly extending fins 219.
[0049] At the working end 224 of the shaft 206 is a
driver 223. The driver 223 may be configured to receive
and rotate fasteners (such as but not limited to, screws,
bolts, nuts, etc.), bits (e.g. Phillips bits, flathead bits, hex-
head bits), or other items.
[0050] The RFID tag 109 is of the type which is de-
signed to contact a metal object. The RFID tag 109 is
secured to the shaft 206 at a location near the handle
203. The RFID tag 109 may be secured by any suitable
means, such as adhesive or shrink wrap. The RFID tag
109 emits an identifying signal that is capable of being
received by an appropriate reader (not shown). The iden-

tifying signal may include data that uniquely corresponds
to the RFID tag 109, thereby facilitating the identification
of the hand tool 200 to which the electronic identification
device 109 is attached. The RFID tag 109 may be active,
semi-active, or passive and may or may not include stor-
age memory. In various embodiments, the electronic
identification device 109 may be embodied in the form
of an RFID tag or another type of electronic identification
device 109 capable of emitting an identifying signal. Ad-
vantageously, contact with the metal shaft 206 has the
effect of amplifying emission, and reception, of the signal
to, and from, the RFID tag 109. The amount of amplifi-
cation is proportional to the size of the metal object to
which the RFID tag 109 is connected.
[0051] The cap 215 is a generally hemi-spherical shell.
The cap 215 has a central hole 215a surrounding the
shaft 206 and a circular base 215b which has approxi-
mately the same outer diameter as the front portion 220
of the handle 203 against which it abuts. The front portion
220 of the handle has a crown 203b of reduced diameter
which protrudes a small way inside the base 215b of the
cap 215. Friction between the central hole 215a of the
cap 215 and the shaft 206 and/or an interference fit be-
tween the base 215b of the cap 215 and the crown 203b
secures the cap 215 on the hand tool 200. A snap-fit
between the base 215b of the cap 215 and the crown
203b may alternatively be used to secure the cap 215 on
the hand tool 200. For additional security, the base 215a
of the cap 215 may be glued to the crown 203b. The cap
215 and the front portion 220 of the handle 203 combine
to form a cavity 217 which encapsulates the RFID tag
109. The cap 215 has a small hole 215c in one side
through which glue may be injected to fill the cavity 217
and to secure the cap 215 and RFID tag 109 permanently
on the hand tool 200. If the injection of glue into the cavity
provides a sufficient adhesion between the cap and the
handle, it may not be necessary to glue the base 215a
of the cap 215 to the crown 203b beforehand.
[0052] In order to facilitate transmission of signals to
and from the RFID tag 109, the cap 215 and any glue
comprises material that is transparent or partially-trans-
parent to radio frequency energy. The cap 215 and the
RFID tag 109 may be fitted to a new hand tool 200, or
retro-fitted to a preexisting hand tool 200. The front por-
tion 220 of the handle 203 may alternatively have a non-
circular external profile, and the base 215b of the cap
215 may have a corresponding non-circular internal pro-
file. For example, as shown in Figure 5C, the circumfer-
ence of the front portion 220’ of the handle 203’ may have
a short flat side 230 corresponding to a short flat side
232 in the circumference of the otherwise circular base
215b’ of the cap 215’. This is to ensure that the handle
203’ and the cap 215’ are correctly aligned during as-
sembly. This is because part of the interior of the cap
215’ may be equipped with elastomeric material 234,
such as foam, which should be located over the RFID
tag 109 to protect it from impact.
[0053] The material of the handle 203 and/or the cap
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215 may be fluorescent. The preferred colour is yellow
+ fluorescent pigment. This facilitates tracking the hand
tool 200 by sight, especially with the help of a flashlight
which emits ultra-violet light. This may be beneficial when
tracking a misplaced hand tool in a complex environment
with multiple parts, such as in an aero-engine or a railway
locomotive.
[0054] In a further aspect of the present invention, Fig-
ures 6A to 6G show a hand tool with a flat handle having
an electronic identification device such as an RFID tag.
The hand tool includes a pair of caps which form at least
one cavity configured to encapsulate an RFID tag. The
caps provide a seal with respect to the cavity, thereby
protecting the RFID tag from being exposed to corrosive
chemicals. Additionally, by the RFID tag being in the in-
terior of the cap and the handle, the RFID tag is shielded
or cushioned from impacts. Even further, by being placed
in the interior of the caps, the RFID tag does not interfere
with the intended functionality of the hand tool. In the
following discussion, a general description of the system
and its components is provided, followed by a discussion
of the operation of the same.
[0055] Referring to Figures 6A to 6B, there is shown a
hand tool in the form of hand wrench 200 with an elongate
generally flat body 302 made of metal. The hand tool
shown is a hand wrench, but it may be another tool with
a flat metal handle such as a ratchet wrench, a socket
wrench, a torque wrench or an adjustable wrench, for
example.
[0056] The hand wrench 300 comprises a ring socket
303 at a first end and an open socket 304 at a second
end opposite to the first end. The body 302 has a width
W1 in a plane containing the ring socket 303 and the
open socket 305. The maximum height H of the body 302
is measured in a direction perpendicular to the plane con-
taining the ring socket 303 and the open socket 305. The
width W1 is approximately two or three times greater than
the height H. The body 302 acts as the flat handle of the
hand wrench 300 which is grasped and manipulated by
an operator when tightening or loosening a nut or a bolt.
[0057] The body 302 comprises a first outer strip 305,
and a second outer strip 306, the outer strips 305, 306
extending along each outer edge of the body 302, and
an elongate middle strip 307 between the outer edges
and between the sockets 303, 304. The middle strip 307
is recessed within the body 302 such that the height H’
of the middle strip 307, is approximately half the height
H of the outer strips 305, 306. In use, when a nut or a
bolt is being loosened or tightened, the middle strip 307
is largely mechanically neutral because most of the
torque is transmitted to the sockets 303, 304 via the outer
strips 305, 306.
[0058] The hand wrench 300 comprises an electronic
identification device 109 in the form of an RFID tag or
another type of electronic identification device 109 capa-
ble of emitting an identifying signal. The hand wrench
comprises a top cap 309 and a bottom cap 312 to protect
the RFID tag 109. The caps 309, 312 comprise a nylon

or other plastic-type material that is transparent or par-
tially-transparent to radio frequency energy, in order to
facilitate the transmission of signals to or from the elec-
tronic identification device 109. The RFID tag 109 is of
the type which is designed to contact a metal object. The
RFID tag 109 is secured to the body 302 at the middle
strip 307 approximately midway between the ring socket
303 and the open socket 304. The RFID tag 109 may be
secured by any suitable means, such as adhesive. The
RFID tag 109 emits an identifying signal that is capable
of being received by an appropriate reader (not shown).
The identifying signal may include data that uniquely cor-
responds to the RFID tag 109, thereby facilitating the
identification of the hand tool 300 to which the RFID tag
109 is attached. The RFID tag 109 may be active, semi-
active, or passive and may or may not include storage
memory. Advantageously, contact with the metal body
302 has the effect of amplifying emission, and reception,
of the signal to, and from, the RFID tag 109. The amount
of amplification is proportional to the size of the metal
shaft which acts as an antenna.
[0059] The top cap 309 and the bottom cap 312 are
each a generally elongate lozenge shell shaped to fit with-
in the confines of the middle strip 307. The top and bottom
caps are attached to opposite sides of the middle strip
307. The top cap 309 is a shell which forms a top cavity
310 between the top cap 309 and the middle strip 307.
Unlike the top cap 309, the bottom cap 312 is generally
flat. Whilst there may be a small gap 313 between the
bottom cap 312 and the middle strip 307, the gap 313 is
a lot smaller than the top cavity 310. The bottom cap 312
may be flush against the middle strip 307 in which case
the gap 313 may not exist.
[0060] The outer surface of each of the top cap 309
and the bottom cap 312 is rounded to facilitate the comfort
of an operator manipulating the body 302 of the hand
wrench 300. The top cap 309 has four dowels 311a, 311b,
311c, 311d extending from its inner surface and protrud-
ing towards a respective dowel 314a, 314b, 314c, 314d
extending from the inner surface of the bottom cap 312.
The middle strip 307 has four holes 315a, 315b, 315c,
315d through the body 302. Since the holes 315a, 315b,
315c, 315d are in the middle strip 307, the transmission
of torque along the body 302 of the hand wrench 300 is
largely unaffected by the presence of the through-holes.
Each through-hole 315a, 315b, 315c, 315d is aligned with
a respective pair of dowels 311a, 314a; 311b, 314b; 311c,
314c; and 311d, 314d. Each pair of dowels is joined to
secure the caps on the body 302 which is sandwiched
between the top cap 309 and the bottom cap 312. The
pairs of dowels may be joined by any suitable means
such as snap-fit or with screws. As is shown in more
detail in Figure 6G, each dowel 311a, 311b of the top
cap 309 terminates with a ring 316a, 316b which receives
a pin 317a, 317b protruding from the end of a respective
dowel 314a, 314b of the bottom cap 312. An interference
fit between the pins 317a, 317b and the rings 316a, 316b
aligns the pairs of dowels 311a, 314a; 311b, 314b and
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secures the top cap 309 and the bottom cap 312 together.
For additional security, the pins 317a, 317b may be glued
to the rings 316a, 316b. A relatively small hand wrench
may have only two holes 315a, 315b for two pairs of
dowels 311a, 314a, 311a, 314b. However, most hand
wrenches are large enough to have a multitude of
through-holes and a corresponding number of pairs of
dowels to secure the top and bottom caps along the
length of the middle strip.
[0061] As mentioned above, the top cap 309 is config-
ured to encapsulate the RFID tag 109 within the cavity
310. For additional protection, the top cap 309 may have
an internal damping web 317 abutting against the RFID
tag 109 to help hold the latter more securely. Alternative-
ly, the damping web may be replaced or complemented
by a layer of flexible cellular or elastomeric material 317.
In order to facilitate transmission of signals to and from
the RFID tag 109, the top cap 309 and the bottom cap
312 comprise a nylon or other plastic-type material that
is transparent or partially-transparent to radio frequency
energy. The top cap 309, the bottom cap 312, the RFID
tag 109 and the elastomeric material 317 may be fitted
to a new hand wrench 300, or retro-fitted to a preexisting
hand wrench 300, with the only modification being the
holes 315a, 315b drilled through the middle strip 307.
[0062] Referring to Figures 6D and 6F, there is shown
the top cap 309 with four dowels 311a, 311b, 311c, 311d
protruding downward. The distance W2 between the pair
of dowels 311b, 311d on one side of a centre line CL
through the top cap 309 is slightly less than the distance
W3 between the pair of dowels 311a, 311c on the other
side of the centre line CL through the top cap 309. The
holes 315a, 315b, 315c, 315d in the middle strip 307 of
the body 302 and the dowels 314a, 314b, 314c, 314d of
the bottom cap 312 are aligned with their respective dow-
el 311a, 311b, 311c, 311d of the top cap 309. Accord-
ingly, the distance W2 is between the holes 315b and
315d and between dowels 314b and 314d. The distance
W3 is between the holes 315a and 315c and between
the dowels 314a and 314c. The difference between dis-
tances W2 and W3 ensures that the holes and the dowels
do not align unless the top cap 309 and the bottom cap
312 are orientated about the centre line CL in the correct
rotational sense during assembly. The assembly method
is simple and therefore more cost-effective than previ-
ously used methods, for example using complex milling
operations to provide undercuts in the outer strips 305,
305 to retain the top cap 309 on the body 302.
[0063] The material of the caps 309, 312 may be fluo-
rescent. The preferred colour is yellow + fluorescent pig-
ment. This facilitates tracking the hand tool 300 by sight,
especially with the help of a flashlight which emits ultra-
violet light. This may be beneficial when tracking a mis-
placed hand tool in a complex environment with multiple
parts, such as in an aero-engine or a railway locomotive.
[0064] In a further aspect of the present invention, Fig-
ures 7 to 9 show a hand tool with an electronic identifi-
cation device such as an RFID tag, wherein the tool does

not have enough space or material to attach a pair of
caps like those discussed above in relation to a hand tool
with a flat handle. The hand tool may be a hex key, pair
of pliers, or a small diameter hand wrench, for example.
The RFID tag is attached to a face of the tool and coated
with a layer of PVC to protect the RFID tag from corrosive
chemicals and cushion it from impacts.
[0065] Referring to Figures 7 and 8, there is shown a
hex key 400 made of metal with a RFID tag 109 attached
to one of its six flat faces. The longer of the two limbs of
the hex key 400 is coated about its circumference with a
layer 453 of PVC. The layer 453 of PVC extends from
near an end 454 of the longer limb of the hex key to near
the elbow 455 of the hex key. The RFID tag 109 is en-
capsulated between the hex key 400 and the layer 453
of PVC. The layer 453 of PVC helps to protect the RFID
tag 109 from impacts. The layer 453 of PVC may be
gripped by an operator manipulating the hex key 400. An
end 456 of the shorter limb of the hex key 400 is used to
engage a hex recess in a cap-head screw, for example.
The PVC is elastic and it is transparent or partially-trans-
parent to radio frequency energy, in order to facilitate the
transmission of signals to and from the RFID tag 109.
The RFID tag 109 is of the type which is designed to
contact a metal object. Advantageously, contact with the
metal hex key 400 has the effect of amplifying emission,
and reception, of the signal to, and from, the RFID tag
109. The amount of amplification depends on the size of
the metal object which acts as an antenna.
[0066] Referring to Figure 9, there is shown a hand
tool in the form of hand wrench 500 with an elongate
body 502 made of metal. The hand tool 500 shown is a
hand wrench with a relatively small body 502. The hand
wrench 500 comprises a ring socket 563 at a first end
and an open socket 564 at a second end opposite to the
first end. The body 502 has a width that is too small to
drill holes and support protective caps like those de-
scribed above in relation to hand wrench 300. The body
502 acts as the flat handle of the hand wrench 500 which
is grasped and manipulated by an operator when tight-
ening or loosening a nut or a bolt.
[0067] The body 502 has an outer strip 565 extending
along each outer edge of the body and an elongate mid-
dle strip 567 between the outer edges and between the
sockets 563, 564. The middle strip 567 is recessed within
the body 2. When a nut or a bolt is being loosened or
tightened, the middle strip 567 is largely mechanically
neutral because most of the torque is transmitted to the
socket 563, 564 via the outer strips 565.
[0068] The hand wrench 500 comprises an electronic
identification device 109 in the form of an RFID tag or
another type of electronic identification device 109 capa-
ble of emitting an identifying signal. The hand wrench
comprises a layer 570 of PVC. The RFID tag 109 is en-
capsulated between the middle strip 567 of the body 502
and the layer 570 of PVC. The layer 570 of PVC protects
the RFID tag 109. The PVC is elastic and it is transparent
or partially-transparent to radio frequency energy, in or-
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der to facilitate the transmission of signals to the RFID
tag 109. The RFID tag 109 is of the type which is designed
to contact a metal object. The RFID tag 109 is secured
to the body 502 at the middle strip 567 approximately
midway between the ring socket 563 and the open socket
564. The RFID tag 109 may be secured by any suitable
means, such as adhesive. The RFID tag 109 emits an
identifying signal that is capable of being received by an
appropriate reader (not shown). The identifying signal
may include data that uniquely corresponds to the RFID
tag 109, thereby facilitating the identification of the hand
tool 500 to which the RFID tag 109 is attached. The RFID
tag 109 may be active, semi-active, or passive and may
or may not include storage memory. Advantageously,
contact with the metal body 502 has the effect of ampli-
fying emission, and reception, of the signal to, and from,
the RFID tag 109 depending on the size of the metal
object which acts as an antenna.
[0069] The process for applying a PVC layer to either
of the hand tools 400, 500 shown in Figures 7 to 9 is as
follows.
[0070] Firstly, the hand tool’s metal body 400,502 is
cleaned and degreased in an ultra sound machine, by
sand-blasting or with chlorinated solvents. Second, a pre-
liminary coating of fixing primer 457,569 is applied only
to areas of the metal body to be coated with a layer
453,570 of PVC on the finished tool. Third, the fixing prim-
er 457,569 is dried in ambient air for at least five minutes.
Fourth, the fixing primer 457,569 is activated by heating
the hand tool 400,500 for at least five minutes at a tem-
perature greater than 100°C. The fixing primer permits
the adherence of PVC to non-porous substrates like the
metal body 400,502. Fifth, the hand tool 400,500 is
dipped in liquid PVC (preferred colour: yellow + fluores-
cent pigment). Sixth, using an automated machine, the
hand tool 400,500 is gently lifted at a rate which ensures
a well-attached and even layer of PVC. Seventh, the layer
453,570 of PVC is heated to at least 100°C for up to
fifteen minutes depending on the geometry and thermal
inertia of the hand tool’s body 400,502. The fifth, sixth
and seventh steps may be repeated to attain the required
thickness of the layer 453,570 of PVC and/or good den-
sity of colour. Eighth, the hand tools 400,500 are cooled
in a blower machine to ensure homogeneity of the layer
of PVC. Ninth, the layer 453,570 of PVC is cut and re-
moved from areas of the metal body 400,502 without
fixing primer and which are not a working area, or adja-
cent to a working area, of the hand tool 400, 500. The
hand tool is finished and ready for identification, marking
and packaging.
[0071] Referring to the hand wrench 500 shown in Fig-
ure 9, the RFID tag 109 is one which is designed to with-
stand temperatures of greater from 100°C, for example
a Xarafy™ DASH-XS-HT ceramic RFID tag. The RFID
tag 109 is attached to the hand wrench’s metal body 502
before the second step of the above process. The layer
570 of PVC is applied over the RFID tag 109.
[0072] Referring to the hex wrench 400 shown in Fig-

ures 7 & 8, a strip of a flat side of the hex wrench’s metal
body 400 is spared the preliminary coating of fixing primer
at the second step of the above process even though it
will remain covered in the layer 453 of PVC after the ninth
step of the above process. The fixing primer-free strip
458 extends from where the fixing primer begins on the
other five flat sides of the hex wrench’s metal body 400
to where the RFID tag 109 is located. The layer 453 of
PVC is resilient and a pocket 453P of the layer 453 of
PVC adjacent the primer-free strip 458 may be pulled
away from the hex wrench’s metal body 400 in the direc-
tion of arrow P because it is not fixed by the fixing primer.
When the pocket 453P of the 453 layer of PVC is pulled
back, the RFID tag may be slipped underneath in the
direction of arrow S and left where it is shown in Figure
8. The pocket 453P of the 453 layer of PVC is released
and relaxes to secure the RFID tag 109 against the hex
wrench’s metal body 400. Tension in the layer of PVC is
sufficient to hold the RFID tag firmly to the hex wrench’s
metal body 400.
[0073] Important aspects of the PVC coating process
and the hand tools:
[0074] Irrespective of the presence of an RFID tag 109,
which is an optional feature of the hex key 400 and the
hand wrench 500, the layer 453, 570 of PVC has a fluo-
rescent pigment. This facilitates tracking the hand tool
by sight, especially with the help of a flashlight which
emits ultra-violet light. This may be beneficial when track-
ing a misplaced hand tool in a complex environment with
multiple parts, such as in an aero-engine or a railway
locomotive. The aero-engine maintenance sector is es-
pecially sensitive to what it calls "Foreign Object Dam-
age" (FOD) and a RFID-tagged fluorescent tool contrib-
utes to minimizing FOD. Anti-FOD characteristics are
maintained even if the fluorescent element is accidentally
cut with a blade or subjected to abrasion: the use of the
fixing primer renders the layer of PVC solid with the metal
substrate. This solution is shock-resistant: the fluores-
cent layer of PVC does not easily break or flake off.
[0075] The PVC coating does not change the technical
characteristics of the hand tools (no drilling, milling or
any other modification to the principle geometry of the
hand tools in order to have a fluorescent part) and it is
an integrated function of the hand tools. The layer of PVC
protects the metal body and the RFID tag from chemical
products. The layer of PVC has a soft touch which is
tactile, insulates from cold metal, and improves the er-
gonomics of the part of the hand tool manipulated by an
operator. The layer of PVC does not alter the hand tool’s
ability to be cleaned. It provides an inexpensive way of
adding fluorescent colour to consumable tools such as
bits and sockets.

Claims

1. An adapter (100) comprising:
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an adapter body (103) having a first end (119)
configured to attach to one of a plurality of in-
ventory items (101) having a universal attach-
ment fitting, and a second end (123) remote from
the first end and configured to be attached to a
tool configured to be attached to a universal at-
tachment fitting;
an electronic identification device (109); and
a locking mechanism (113,116,136) for perma-
nently attaching the adapter (100) to an inven-
tory item (101),
wherein the locking mechanism comprises:

a bore (136) in a side of the adapter body
(103); and
a retaining element (116) received in the
bore in a sliding manner in relation to the
body (103),
wherein the retaining element (116) is bi-
ased to protrude from the bore (136) to en-
gage a receiving recess (156) in an inven-
tory item (101),
wherein the adapter body (103) includes a
longitudinal central axis (A) between the
first end (119) and the second end (123) of
the adapter body (103), and
characterized in that the bore (136) is in-
clined with respect to the longitudinal cen-
tral axis (A) to cause reinforcement of en-
gagement between the retaining element
(116) and a receiving recess (156) of an in-
ventory item (101) upon application of a
force (X) moving the first end (119) away
from said inventory item (101).

2. An adapter (100) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
bore is a blind bore (136) with an open end in the
side of the adapter body (103), wherein the locking
mechanism comprises a compression spring (113)
for biasing the retaining element (113) to protrude
from the blind bore (136) and wherein the compres-
sion spring is housed within the blind bore (136) be-
tween the retaining element (113) and a closed end
of the blind bore (136).

3. An adapter (100) as claimed in either one of claims
1 or 2, wherein the retaining element is a metal
sphere (116) and the bore comprises a hollow cyl-
inder (136).

4. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the bore (136) is inclined by
an angle (α) of substantially 35 degrees in relation
to the longitudinal central axis (A) of the adapter body
(103).

5. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the locking mechanism

(113,116,136) is in the first end (119) of the adapter
body (103).

6. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the adapter comprises a plu-
rality of locking mechanisms (113,116,136).

7. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the adapter comprises an
adapter cover (106) surrounding the electronic iden-
tification device (109), wherein the adapter cover
(106) is at least partially-transparent to radio fre-
quency energy to facilitate the electronic identifica-
tion device tag (109) transmitting and/or receiving
radio frequency signals.

8. An adapter (100) as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
material of the adapter cover (106) comprises a flu-
orescent pigment.

9. An adapter (100) as claimed in either one of claims
7 or 8, wherein the adapter cover (106) is configured
to provide cushioning or protection (106a) for the
electronic identification device (109), wherein the
cushioning or protection (106a) is provided by an
internal damping web, a layer of flexible cellular ma-
terial, or a layer of elastomeric material provided on
the adapter cover (106) and compressed against the
electronic identification device (109).

10. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the electronic identification de-
vice (109) is secured to the adapter body (103).

11. An adapter (100) as claimed in any one of the pre-
vious claims, wherein the first end of the adapter
body (103) comprises a male end (119) and the sec-
ond end of the adapter body (103) comprises a fe-
male end (123).

12. A method of attaching an adapter (100) as claimed
in any one of the previous claims to one of a plurality
of inventory items (101) having a universal attach-
ment fitting, the method comprising the steps of:

(a) attaching the first end (119) of the adapter
body (103) to a universal attachment fitting of
an inventory item (101); and
(b) gluing the adapter body (103) to said inven-
tory item (101).
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