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Description

CROSS REFERENCE

[0001] The present invention claims priority to U.S.
Provisional Patent Application, No. 61/603,028, filed on
February 24, 2012, entitled "Power Source Control for
Medical Capsules".

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to in vivo medical
devices that are administered into the human body. In
particular, the present invention relates to power source
control for medical capsules.

BACKGROUND AND RELATED ART

[0003] Various types of medical capsules have been
widely used in the field, where the medical capsules are
ingested into a human body for in vivo monitoring or ex-
amining purposes. For example, a medical capsule can
be used to monitor the pH value of the gastrointestinal
tract or temperature of different human organs. A medical
capsule may also be used to deliver medicines to desired
spots inside the human body or to collect samples, such
as body fluids, inside a human body. Usually, the medical
capsule includes a power source, such as batteries, so
that the capsule can monitor/measure data, dispense
medicine, or collect samples inside the human body with-
out the need of external power. The power source along
and other components of the medical capsule are en-
closed inside a smooth housing adapted for easy swal-
lowing. The power source and other components of the
medical capsule are sealed in a housing. It is not easy
to access the power source and other components of the
medical capsule, after the medical capsule is manufac-
tured, to enable or disable the power without special tools
and/or skills. Furthermore, the medical capsule may not
be administered soon after it is manufactured. Also, the
medical capsule may have to be operational for extended
hours during the course of travelling through the human
tract; the power source is preferred to be disabled until
right before it is administered into the human body. In
other words, the power source to the medical capsule is
enabled when the capsule is ready for administering into
a patient’s body. It is desirable to develop power-efficient,
reliable and compact apparatus of power source control
for medical capsules. The housing for the medical cap-
sule may be fully sealed or watertight so that there is no
direct access to any components inside the housing.
Therefore, the power source has to be operated without
opening the housing.
[0004] US 2004/254455, US 2009/099419 and US
2009/095608 disclose power source apparatus for med-
ical capsules belonging to the close state of the art for
the present application.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The power source apparatus for medical cap-
sules of the present invention is defined by appended
claim 1. In one embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the power source apparatus for medical cap-
sules comprises a plunger, a spring, a battery and a cir-
cuit piece. The plunger is responsive to a magnetic field.
The plunger is pushed by the spring to a first position
when the magnetic field is removed, and the plunger com-
presses the spring to a second position when the mag-
netic field is applied. The circuit piece comprises power
output contacts, and wherein power from the battery is
enabled at the power output contacts with the plunger at
the first position and the power from the battery is disa-
bled at the power output contacts with the plunger at the
second position. In one embodiment according to the
present invention, the spring is disposed to have one end
of the spring against a fixed structure and other end of
the spring against a top side of the plunger. In another
embodiment according to the present invention, the
plunger comprises a rod-portion and a flange-portion at
a lower end of the rod-portion, and wherein the spring is
disposed around the rod-portion of the plunger to have
one end of the spring against a fixed structure and other
end of the spring against the flange. In one embodiment,
the circuit piece comprises a circuit board attached to the
plunger. When the plunger is moved between the first
position and the second position, it causes the circuit
board connected to or disconnected from a terminal of
the battery and consequently causes the power source
enabled or disabled respectively. In another embodiment
according to the invention, the plunger comprises two
conductive bumps to cause the battery enabled or disa-
bled depending on the plunge at the first position or the
second position. The circuit piece comprises a circuit
board having a battery-contact-pad on one side of the
circuit board and power-control-pads on other side of the
circuit board, wherein the circuit board is disposed in a
stationary position to make electrical contact between
the battery-contact-pad and a terminal of the battery, and
wherein said two power-control-pads are electrically con-
nected by said two conductive bumps when the plunger
is at the first position and electrically disconnected when
the plunger is at the second position.
[0006] A capsule camera system including the power
source is also disclosed. In one embodiment according
to the present invention, the capsule camera system
comprises a housing adapted to be swallowed, a power
source within the housing, and a capsule sub-system
within the housing, wherein the capsule sub-system is
coupled to the power output contacts to receive power
from the power source. The power source within the
housing comprises a plunger responsive to a magnetic
field, a spring disposed to interact with the plunger, a
battery, and a circuit piece coupled to the battery and the
plunger. The plunger is pushed by the spring to a first
position when the magnetic field is removed, and the
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plunger compresses the spring to a second position when
the magnetic field is applied. The circuit piece comprises
power output contacts, and wherein power from the bat-
tery is enabled at the power output contacts with the
plunger at the first position and the power from the battery
is disabled at the power output contacts with the plunger
at the second position. The capsule sub-system within
the housing comprises a light source, a camera for cap-
turing a digital image of a scene illuminated by the light
source, and an archival memory to store or a transmitter
to wirelessly transmit data corresponding to the digital
image and other data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

Fig. 1A illustrates one example of the capsule cam-
era system comprising a battery power source and
a capsule sub-system interconnected using a cable.

Fig. 1B illustrates one example of the capsule cam-
era system comprising a battery power source and
a capsule sub-system, where a spring is used to keep
parts snug fit inside the housing.

Fig. 1C illustrates one example of the capsule cam-
era system comprising a battery power source and
two capsule sub-systems, where a spring is used to
keep parts snug fit inside the housing.

Fig. 2 illustrates one example of the capsule camera
system incorporating a battery power source accord-
ing to one embodiment not belonging to the present
invention.

Fig. 3 illustrates one example of the capsule camera
system incorporating a battery power source accord-
ing to another embodiment not belonging to the
present invention.

Fig. 4 illustrates one example of the battery power
source, where a circuit board is attached to a plunger
for power enable/disable control.

Fig. 5 illustrates another example of the battery pow-
er source, where a circuit board is attached to a
plunger for power enable/disable control.

Fig. 6 illustrates one example of the battery power
source embodying the present invention, where a
plunger with conducting bumps is used for power
enable/disable control.

Fig. 7 illustrates one example of the battery power
source embodying the present invention, where the
battery power source is shrink-wrapped into a mod-
ule.

Figs. 8A-B illustrate two exemplary circuit schemat-
ics for the power source with two batteries in series,
where a switch incorporating an embodiment of the
present invention is connected in series with a power
output node and a battery pole.

Fig. 9 illustrates a capsule device uses an electrical
interconnect with pressure contacts between the
power source and the capsule sub-system connect-
ing the second circuit board to the power-output
nodes

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] Various types of medical capsules have been
widely used in the field, where the medical capsules are
ingested into a human body for in vivo monitoring or ex-
amining purposes. For example, a medical capsule can
be used to monitor the pH value of the gastrointestinal
tract or temperature of different human organs. A medical
capsule may also be used to deliver medicines to desired
spots inside the human body or to collect samples, such
as body fluids, inside a human body. Usually, the medical
capsule includes a power source, such as batteries, so
that the capsule can monitor/measure data, dispense
medicine, or collect samples inside the human body with-
out the need of external power. The power source along
and other components of the medical capsule are en-
closed inside a smooth housing adapted for easy swal-
lowing. The power source and other components of the
medical capsule are sealed in a housing. It is not easy
to access the power source and other components of the
medical capsule, after the medical capsule is manufac-
tured, to enable or disable the power without special tools
and/or skills. Furthermore, the medical capsule may not
be administered soon after it is manufactured. Also, the
medical capsule may have to be operational for extended
hours during the course of travelling through the human
tract; the power source is preferred to be disabled until
right before it is administered into the human body. In
other words, the power source to the medical capsule is
enabled when the capsule is ready for administering into
a patient’s body. It is desirable to develop power-efficient,
reliable and compact apparatus of power source control
for medical capsules. The housing for the medical cap-
sule may be fully sealed or watertight so that there is no
direct access to any components inside the housing.
Therefore, the power source has to be operated without
opening the housing.
[0009] Capsule camera is a type of medical capsule
that has been widely used in the medical field as an al-
ternative to the conventional endoscopy to examine the
gastrointestinal tract. The camera is housed in a swal-
lowable capsule, along with a radio transmitter for trans-
mitting data, primarily comprising images recorded by
the digital camera, to an external receiver/data recorder
or an on-board storage to store the captured images. The
capsule may also include a radio receiver for receiving
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instructions or other data from a base-station transmitter.
The capsule travels through the gastrointestinal tract and
will be evacuated from the human body after long hours.
The speed of the capsule movement inside the body var-
ies greatly from person to person. Also the speed varies
greatly for different parts of the GI tract. For example, the
average transit time for a capsule camera to travel
through the small bowel is about 5 hours while the aver-
age transit time to travel through the colon is about 10
hours. Therefore, power becomes even more critical for
the success of capsule camera, and a power efficient
and easy to use power control is very desirable.
[0010] In the following description, various aspects of
the present invention will be described. For purposes of
illustration, specific configurations and details are set
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. However, it will also be apparent to
those skilled in the art that the present invention may be
practiced without the specific details presented herein.
Furthermore, well-known features may be omitted or sim-
plified in order not to obscure the present invention.
[0011] Fig. 1A shows a swallowable capsule system
100A comprising battery power source 120 and capsule
sub-system 130. Battery power source 120 and capsule
sub-system 130 are interconnected by electrical inter-
connection 140. Battery power source 120, capsule sub-
system 130, and electrical interconnection 140 are en-
closed inside housing 110. Capsule sub-system 130 may
include processor, memory, image sensor, illumination
source, on-board archival memory, and output port. In-
stead of using on-board storage, the capsule camera
may also use a transmitter with antenna to transmit the
captured images to a base station located outside the
human body. The capsule may use a wireless transmitter
that sends signals through the body by electrical conduc-
tion. Furthermore, the capsule camera may also include
other sensors such as pH or temperature sensor. Battery
power source 120 includes control mechanism so that
the power can be enabled or disabled by applying a con-
trol means externally.
[0012] Fig. 1B illustrates an alternative capsule cam-
era arrangement 100B inside the capsule camera, where
spring 150 is used to keep the parts snug fit inside the
housing. Capsule sub-system 132 is pushed by spring
150 toward battery power source 120. A stop mechanism
152 may be disposed between the battery power source
and the capsule subsystem to limit how far the spring
pushes the capsule subsystem towards battery power
supply. The stop mechanism 152 may be an extruded
structure from the housing or a rigid spacer between cap-
sule sub-system 132 and battery power source 120. Oth-
er means of stop mechanism may also be used. Electrical
interconnection 140 may be implemented using flexible
cable or rigid connector. The flexible cable may include
multiple insulated flexible conductors (wires) inside or on
a rubber matrix to provide a compliant electrical intercon-
nect. The wires may be metallic wires or consist of carbon
particles embedded in layers of the rubber matrix. The

flexible cable may consist of a rubber block matrix with
flexible conductive stripes wrapping around the side of
the block from top to bottom, which may be made of silver,
gold, or other conductive material, coating the outside of
the rubber block. For example, Fujiply of Japan makes
various flexible interconnects of these types under the
name "zebra connector". The flexible cable makes a
pressure contact to the pads on the PCB. The conductors
of the cable are not bonded to the pads by solder, welding,
or conductive adhesive. Rather the contact is made by
the two conductors touching the pad with some pressure.
The pressure is produced by the force exerted by spring
150 (as shown in Fig. 1B) or by the spring force of the
compressed cable itself.
[0013] When a rigid connector is used, the rigid con-
nector may also serve as the spacer to provide the stop
mechanism. Fig. 1C illustrates another alternative cap-
sule camera arrangement 100C inside the capsule cam-
era, where the capsule camera comprises capsule sub-
system A (134A) and capsule sub-system B (134B) in-
terconnected by electrical interconnect 160. Spring 152
is used to keep the parts snug fit inside the housing.
Spring 152 pushes capsule sub-system A (134A) toward
battery power source 120 and there is a need for a mech-
anism to stop capsule sub-system 134A from moving be-
yond a point. Spring 152 also pushes capsule sub-sys-
tem B (134B) against the bottom end of housing 110 to
keep components inside the housing snug fit. This im-
plies that components will not move relative to each when
the capsule is accelerated, up to some level of acceler-
ation. Also, electrical contact is maintained between ad-
jacent components within the battery power source and
within the capsule subassembly and between the cap-
sule subassembly, the electrical interconnect, and the
battery power source.
[0014] Fig. 2 illustrates one embodiment not belonging
to the present invention where the battery power source
comprises switch 210, battery pack (batteries 220A and
220B), circuit boards or PCB pads 232 and 234, and in-
terconnection cables 242 between circuit boards or PCB
pads 232 and 234. While two batteries are used for the
battery pack as an example, a single battery or more than
two batteries may also be used. A battery typically has
two terminal ("+" and "-" terminals). When multiple bat-
teries are used, they can be configured for serial connec-
tion or parallel connection. Circuit boards or PCB pads
232 and 234 are mainly used to route power from battery
pack to sub-system and may not need any active or pas-
sive components. While circuit boards are used as an
example to provide connectivity for battery power under
the control of an external magnet, other circuit piece may
also be used. For example, flat flexible circuit may also
be used. The battery power source supplies power to the
capsule system through contact nodes 244 on circuit
board 234. Circuit boards 232 and 234 may be imple-
mented based on rigid board or flexible board. Switch
210 controls power source enabling and disabling. An
electronic switch using a light sensor to control ena-
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ble/disable will consume power to operate. Therefore a
non-power consuming means is a preferred way to im-
plement the switch. As shown in Fig. 2, an external mag-
net 201 is used with switch 210 for non-power consuming
operations. During storage or transport, the power to the
capsule system is turned off and the power is supplied
to the capsule system shortly before it is administered
into the human body. Other components enclosed in
housing 110 may include transmitter 250, processor/con-
troller/memory 270, LEDs 280, sensor 290 and lens 292
as shown in Fig. 2. Two or more conductive pins 240 are
used to connect power source to the sub-systems. The
bases of conductive pins 240 at the lower end can be
soldered onto rigid circuit board 236. The tips of conduc-
tive pins 240 on the top side are pushed by spring 260
to make pressure contacts with circuit board 234. Pins
240 may be compliant. For example they may be "pogo
pins" comprising spring loaded plunger pins sliding in
tubular receptacles. If pins 240 are compliant, spring 260
may be omitted. Parts for transmitter 250 are also mount-
ed on circuit board 236. Similarly, processor, controller,
memory, sensor, light source (LEDs) and other required
circuits are mounted on circuit board 238. Lens 292
projects field of view onto sensor 290. Lens 292 is sup-
ported by or attached to a lens holding structure which
is not shown in the Fig. 2. Circuit boards 236 and 238
are interconnected by cable 242 to carry power and sig-
nals between the two boards. The components shown in
Fig. 2 illustrate an example of interconnection within the
capsule housing and the drawing may not be shown ac-
cording to the actual scale. The capsule camera in Fig.
2 shows an example of forward-looking arrangement,
where the field of view covers the front side (bottom side)
of the capsule camera.
[0015] Fig. 3 illustrates another embodiment not be-
longing to the present invention where the capsule cam-
era 300 has a panoramic view around the camera. Cap-
sule camera 300 includes the same battery power source
as that for capsule camera 200. The objective imaging
system (lens) 310 combines fields of view from two or
more sides around the capsule camera and projects the
combined fields of view onto sensor 320. Circuit boards
334 and 336 are used to accommodate various compo-
nents such as sensor 320, processor/controller/memory
330, transmitter/output port 340, light source (LEDs) 322
and other required circuits. Circuit boards 334 and 336
are interconnected by cable 344 to pass power and sig-
nals. Circuit board 332 is used to accommodate addition-
al light source (LEDs) 322 and to connect to power source
through electrical interconnect 352, which may be made
of flexible cable or rigid connectors. In case that electrical
interconnect 352 is made of flexible cable, holders 354
may be needed. The holders constrain the lateral position
of the flexible cable. The holders may also serve as a
stop mechanism, limiting how much electrical intercon-
nect 352 is compressed by the force created by the spring
360.
[0016] Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary battery power

source 400 where plunger 420 is shown in a pulled-up
position to cause power source disabled. The switch
comprises spring 410, plunger 420 and circuit board (or
circuit pad) 432. Circuit board 432 is attached to plunger
420 so that circuit board 432 can be pulled up or pushed
down by plunger 420. When circuit board 432 is pushed
down, circuit board 432 will cause power source enabled.
For example, the first polarity terminal on the top side of
battery 220A is connected to a node on circuit board 432
when circuit board 432 is pushed down by plunger 420.
The first polarity terminal on the top side of battery 220A
is then routed to pad 434 on circuit board 234. The second
polarity terminal is routed to another pad 436 on circuit
board 234 by contacting a pad with the bottom side of
battery 220B. The top terminal of 220B contacts the bot-
tom terminal of 220A. Therefore, when circuit board 432
is pushed down by plunger 420, both polarity terminals
are routed to contact pads 434 and 436 on circuit board
234 to enable power source. When circuit board 432 is
pulled up by plunger 420, one polarity terminal is discon-
nected from circuit board 234 to disable the power
source. Spring 410 is placed on top of plunger 420 and
is stopped on the top end by a fixed structure 412. The
plunger has two sides with one side toward the spring
and the other side toward circuit board 432. The side of
the plunger toward the spring is called the top side in this
disclosure. Without external force, spring 410 is config-
ured to be compressed so that spring 410 pushes plunger
420 and fixed structure 412, which may be part of the
housing 110 or a separate piece. Since fixed structure is
stationary, spring 410 will push plunger 420 down to en-
able power source. However, when the top end of the
capsule camera is placed near a magnet or a magnetic
field is applied to the top of the capsule camera, the mag-
netic force will pull plunger 420 up so that the contact
pad 426 on the bottom of circuit board 432 will be dis-
connected from the first polarity terminal on the top of
battery 220A. Alternatively, spring 410 may be attached
to fixed structure 412 or part of fixed structure 412 to
cause plunger 420 to be pressed down without external
force. When plunger 420 is pulled up by magnetic force,
spring 410 is further compressed. Plunger 420 is made
of or contains ferromagnetic materials, such as iron or
ferrimagnetic material such as ferrite. An optional con-
ductor between contact pad 422 and battery may be
used. Fig. 4 illustrates a scenario that magnet 201 is
placed near the top of the capsule camera to cause the
switch to disable the power source. Spring 410 may be
in various forms or may be made of various materials.
For example the spring may be made of a foam material
with sufficient elasticity so that it can be compressed
when pressure is applied and returns to normal form
quickly with the pressure removed. The spring may also
be a coil spring or a cantilever spring. Spring 410 in one
embodiment according to the present invention can be
in a first compressed position when spring 410 is pressed
by plunger 420. The action that plunger 420 presses
spring 410 is caused by the magnetic force and the action
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will cause at least one battery terminal disconnected from
power output nodes 434 and 436. When the magnetic
force is removed, spring 410 tends to recover its original
shape and subsequently pushes plunger 420 down to
enable the power source. Accordingly, an external mag-
netic force is used to disable the power source and a
mechanical means (spring) is used to enable the power
source. Until the capsule device is ready for swallowing,
the device is normally off and no internal power is re-
quired to keep it off.
[0017] Fig, 5 illustrates an alternative battery power
source where plunger 520 is shown in a pulled-up posi-
tion to cause power source disabled. Plunger 520 com-
prises a rod portion 522 and a flange portion 524. Spring
510 can be a ring-shaped device surrounding plunger
520. Alternatively, spring 510 may be implemented in two
separate pieces on two sides of plunger 520. Spring 510
is always in a compressed state so that it pushes against
a fixed structure 512 and flange 524 of plunger 520. Fixed
structure 512 may be part of housing 110 or a separate
piece. In another embodiment according to the present
invention, spring 510 may be implemented in multiple
separate pieces evenly distributed around plunger 520.
Circuit board 432 is attached to plunger 520 so that circuit
board 432 is pulled away from the top side of battery
220A when plunger 520 is pulled up by magnetic force.
Similar to the configuration of Fig. 4, spring 510 will press
flange portion 524 of plunger 510 down to cause pad 426
on circuit board 432 to connect to the top side of battery
220A when the magnetic force is removed. Alternatively,
spring 510 may be attached to fixed structure 512 or part
of fixed structure 512 to cause plunger 520 to be pressed
down without external force.
[0018] Fig, 6 illustrates another alternative battery
power source 600 embodying the present invention,
where plunger 620 is shown in a pushed-down position
to cause power source enabled. Plunger 620 comprises
a rod portion 622 and a flange portion 624. The flange
may be located at the lower end of the rod, as shown in
Fig. 6, or further up the rod. Spring 610 and plunger 620
are configured in a similar way as that of Fig. 5. However,
circuit board 632 is stationary and pad 634 on circuit
board 632 is always connected to the top side of battery
220A. There are two pads 636A and 636B on the top
side of circuit board 632. One of the two pads is connect-
ed to the top side of battery 220A and the other pad is
connected to one battery terminal node on circuit board
234 through cable 424. The bottom side of battery 220B
is routed to the other battery terminal node on circuit
board 234. When power control pads 636A and 636B are
electrically connected, the power source is enabled since
both battery polarities are routed to the battery terminal
pads on the bottom of circuit board 234. Two conductive
bumps 638A and 638B on the bottom side of plunger 620
are electrically connected. Alternatively, a single raised
ring could replace the two bumps. Alternatively, conduc-
tive bumps may be attached to the pads rather than on
the plunger. Pointed or edged structures that reduce con-

tact area will increase contact pressure for a given plung-
er force. Other structures to facilitate electrical connec-
tion between 638A and 638B via the plunger known to a
skilled person may also be used. When plunger 620 is
pressed down by spring 610 on flange 624, conductive
bumps 638A and 638B will contact pads 636A and 636B
respectively to cause pad 636A electrically connected to
pad 636B to enable power source. Fig. 6 also illustrates
an exemplary structure, i.e., switch holder 650, to hold
various parts of the switch in position. Switch holder 650
is configured to accommodate spring 610, plunger 620
and circuit board 632 and to allow plunger 620 to move
up and down. Alternatively, spring 610 may be attached
to fixed structure 512 or part of switch holder 650 to cause
plunger 620 to be pressed down without external force.
[0019] Fig, 7 illustrates yet another alternative battery
power source 700 embodying the present invention,
where plunger 620 is shown in a pushed-down position
to cause power source enabled. Battery power source
700 is shown outside capsule housing 110. Battery power
source 700 shown in Fig. 7 is in a modular form factor
where all parts are held together for easy handling. An-
other advantage of the modular form factor is to simplify
the capsule camera manufacturing. Power source mod-
ule 700 may be manufactured and tested separately from
the rest of the system. When the capsule camera is as-
sembled, power source module 700 can be inserted into
housing 110. Fig. 7 illustrates an example of using film
material 710 to wrap around the parts for battery power
source. In one embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the parts for battery power source are stacked
vertically. Film material 710 may be shrink wrapped
around the vertically stacked parts, where the vertically
stacked parts can be put into film material 710 having a
tube shape and heat is applied to cause film material 710
to shrink. After film material 710 shrinks, all the parts for
the power source module 700, including switch holder
650, spring 610, plunger 620 circuit boards 632 and 234,
cable 424, and batteries 220A and 220B, will be held
together tightly by film material 710.
[0020] Various embodiments according to the present
invention of battery power source for capsule camera
have been described above via several examples. The
capsule camera incorporating battery power source ac-
cording to the present invention is capable of enabling
power by removing magnetic field applied. During stor-
age or transportation of the capsule camera, magnetic
field is applied to keep the power in a disabled state. The
magnetic field may be generated from a magnet or using
an electrical means.
[0021] One or more magnets may be placed at the tip
of the capsule or on one or more sides of the capsule to
actuate the switch and turn off the capsule.
[0022] Fig. 8A and Fig. 8B illustrate two exemplary cir-
cuit schematics of the power source with two batteries in
series. Alternatively, one battery or more than two bat-
teries could be used in series. Also, batteries could be
connected in parallel or a combination of parallel and
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series connections to form a battery assembly. The bat-
tery assembly 810 has two polarities, positive and neg-
ative. The battery assembly poles are connected to the
power source output nodes 821 and 822. A switch 830
may be placed between the battery assembly and one
or both of the output power nodes. In Fig. 8A, switch 830
is connected in series between the positive battery pole
and the positive output node. In Fig. 8B, switch 830 is
placed between the negative battery pole and the nega-
tive output node. In some embodiments the switch may
be positioned inside a capsules sub-system rather than
in the power source.
[0023] Fig. 9 shows an exemplary capsule system in-
corporating an embodiment of the present invention.
Capsule system 900 uses flexible compliant electrical
interconnect 910 to connect the power source to a cap-
sule subsystem with pressure contacts at one or both
sides of the electrical interconnect. Flexible compliant
electrical interconnect 910 allows multiple pressure con-
tacts to be made between two circuit boards 912 and
914. The power source comprises batteries 926A and
926B that are coupled to circuit board 912 via battery
contact pads 916 and 918, flexible cable 920, and circuit
board 922. Furthermore, the connection from the batter-
ies to the circuit board 912 is controlled by switch 924,
which incorporates an embodiment of the present inven-
tion such as the switch illustrated in Fig. 6. An electrical
interconnect with rigid conductors is generally unable to
apply adequate pressure for all conductors simultane-
ously. The electrical interconnect may be intersected by
a center line of the capsule so that an excessive moment
is not applied to the power source or the capsule sub-
system. The electrical interconnect may be an elasto-
meric connector such as a Zebra connector, pogo pins,
springs, flexible metal tabs, or any other device with flex-
ible conductors that maintains an electrical connection
between metal contacts on either side of the electrical
interconnect. Fig. 9 illustrates an example of using con-
tacts 928 and 932 connected to respective circuit boards
912 and 914 to allow electrical interconnect 910 to con-
nect circuit boards 912 and 914. However, one side of
electrical interconnect 910 may have conductors sol-
dered to a PCB while the other side forms pressure con-
tacts. At least one side of the electrical interconnect forms
a pressure contacts to a circuit board, either in the power
source or in the capsule subsystem. Stop mechanism
930 sits between the power source and the subsystem
so that the compression of electrical interconnect 910 is
limited. In order to push the sub-system towards the pow-
er source until it reaches the stop mechanism 930, spring
940 can be used. In the exemplary system shown in Fig.
9, the spring 940 pushes the circuit board 950 and the
force exerted by spring 940 further pushes circuit board
914 towards the power source. The stop mechanism may
also serve as a holder to constrain the motion of electrical
interconnect 910. The stop mechanism may be attached
to the capsules subsystem, the power source, both, or
neither. Electrical interconnect 910 can be located along

a longitudinal centerline 960 of the capsule.
[0024] The above description is presented to enable a
person of ordinary skill in the art to practice the present
invention as provided in the context of a particular appli-
cation and its requirement. Various modifications to the
described embodiments will be apparent to those with
skill in the art, and the general principles defined herein
may be applied to other embodiments. Therefore, the
present invention is not intended to be limited to the par-
ticular embodiments shown and described, but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the appended
claims. In the above detailed description, various specific
details are illustrated in order to provide a thorough un-
derstanding of the present invention. Nevertheless, it will
be understood by those skilled in the art that the present
invention may be practiced.

Claims

1. A power source apparatus for medical capsules,
comprising:

a plunger (620) responsive to a magnetic field;
a spring (610) disposed to interact with the
plunger (620), wherein the plunger (620) is
pushed by the spring (610) to a first position
when the magnetic field is removed, and the
plunger (620) compresses the spring (610) to a
second position when the magnetic field is ap-
plied;
a battery (220A, 220B); and
a control piece coupled to the battery (220A,
220B) and the plunger (620), wherein the control
piece comprises a first circuit board (234) com-
prising power output contacts (434, 436) and a
second circuit board (632) comprising two pow-
er-control-pads (636A, 636B), and wherein said
two power-control-pads (636A, 636B) are posi-
tioned to be electrically connected by the plung-
er (620) to cause electrical power from the bat-
tery (220A, 220B) enabled at the power output
contacts (434, 436) when the plunger (620) is
at the first position, and electrically disconnected
by the plunger (620) to cause the electrical pow-
er from the battery (220A, 220B) disabled at the
power output contacts (434, 436) when the
plunger (620) is at the second position.

2. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
plunger comprises one of two material types select-
ed from a group consisting of a ferromagnetic mate-
rial and a ferrimagnetic material.

3. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
spring is disposed to have one end of the spring
against a fixed structure and other end of the spring
against a top side of the plunger.
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4. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
spring is a coil spring.

5. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
plunger comprises a rod-portion and a flange-por-
tion, and wherein the spring is disposed around the
rod-portion of the plunger to have one end of the
spring against a fixed structure and other end of the
spring against the flange.

6. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
control piece comprises a circuit board having the
power output contacts, and wherein the battery is
disposed below the plunger and the circuit board dis-
posed below the battery with the power output con-
tacts facing downward.

7. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein
said two power-control-pads are disposed on one
side of a circuit board and a battery-contact-pad is
disposed on other side of the circuit board, wherein
the circuit board is disposed in a stationary position
to make electrical contact between the battery-con-
tact-pad and a terminal of the battery.

8. The power source apparatus of Claim 1 further com-
prising a switch holder to hold the plunger and the
spring, wherein the switch holder, the plunger, the
switch, the battery and the control piece are shrink
wrapped using a heat sensitive material into a power
switch module.

9. The power source apparatus of Claim 8, wherein the
switch holder surrounds the plunger, and the spring
to constrain lateral motion of the plunger and the
spring.

10. The power source apparatus of Claim 8, wherein the
control piece comprises a circuit board having the
power output contacts, wherein the switch holder,
the plunger, the switch, the battery and the circuit
board are stacked vertically to form vertically stacked
parts, and wherein the heat sensitive material is ap-
plied around said vertically stacked parts.

11. The power source apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the
magnetic field is caused by a magnet near the plung-
er.

12. A capsule camera system, comprising:

a housing (110) adapted to be swallowed;
a power source according to claim 1 within the
housing; and
a capsule sub-system within the housing com-
prising:

a light source (280 or 322);

a camera (290 or 320) for capturing a digital
image of a scene illuminated by the light
source (280 or 322); and
an archival memory (330) to store data or a
transmitter (250) to transmit the data,
wherein the data corresponds to the digital
image; and

wherein the capsule sub-system is coupled to
the power output contacts (434, 436) to receive
power from the power source.

Patentansprüche

1. Stromquellenvorrichtung für medizinische Kapseln
mit:

einem Kolben (620), der auf ein Magnetfeld re-
agiert;
einer Feder (610), die vorgesehen ist, mit dem
Kolben (620) zu interagieren, wobei der Kolben
(620) durch die Feder (610) zu einer ersten Po-
sition geschoben wird, wenn das Magnetfeld
entfernt wird, und der Kolben (620) die Feder
(610) zu einer zweiten Position zusammen-
drückt, wenn das Magnetfeld angelegt ist;
einer Batterie (220A, 220B); und
einem mit der Batterie (220A, 220B) und dem
Kolben (620) gekoppelten Steuerstück, wobei
das Steuerstück eine erste Schaltkreistafel
(234) umfasst, die Stromabgabekontakte (434,
436) umfasst, und eine zweite Schaltkreistafel
(632), die zwei Stromsteuerscheiben (636A,
636B) umfasst, und wobei die zwei Stromsteu-
erscheiben (636A, 636B) positioniert sind, durch
den Kolben (620) elektrisch verbunden zu sein,
um dafür zu sorgen, dass elektrischer Strom von
der Batterie (220A, 220B) an den Stromabga-
bekontakten (434, 436) ermöglicht ist, wenn der
Kolben (620) sich an der ersten Position befin-
det, und elektrisch durch den Kolben (620) ge-
trennt zu sein, um zu verursachen, dass der
elektrische Strom von der Batterie (220A, 220B)
an den Stromabgabekontakten (434, 436) nicht
ermöglicht ist, wenn der Kolben (620) sich an
der zweiten Position befindet.

2. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Kolben eine von zwei Materialarten ausgewählt
aus einer Gruppe bestehend aus einem eisenmag-
netischen Material und einem ferrimagnetischen
Material umfasst.

3. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Feder vorgesehen ist, ein Ende der Feder gegen
eine feste Struktur und das andere Ende der Feder
gegen eine oberste Seite des Kolbens aufzuweisen.
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4. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Feder eine Spiralfeder ist.

5. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Kolben einen Stangenabschnitt und einen Flan-
schabschnitt umfasst, und wobei die Feder um den
Stangenabschnitt des Kolbens vorgesehen ist, um
ein Ende der Feder gegen eine feste Struktur und
das andere Ende der Feder gegen den Flansch auf-
zuweisen.

6. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Steuerstück eine Schaltkreistafel umfasst, die
Stromabgabekontakte aufweist, und wobei die Bat-
terie unterhalb des Kolbens vorgesehen ist und die
Schaltkreistafel unter der Batterie mit den Strom-
abgabekontakten nach unten gerichtet vorgesehen
ist.

7. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die zwei Stromsteuerscheiben auf einer Seite einer
Schaltkreistafel vorgesehen sind und eine Batterie-
kontaktscheibe auf einer anderen Seite der Schalt-
kreistafel vorgesehen ist, wobei die Schaltkreistafel
in einer stationären Position vorgesehen ist, um ei-
nen elektrischen Kontakt zwischen der Batteriekon-
taktscheibe und einem Anschluss der Batterie her-
zustellen.

8. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, außer-
dem mit einem Schalterhalter zum Halten des Kol-
bens und der Feder, wobei der Schalterhalter, der
Kolben, der Schalter, die Batterie und das Steuer-
stück unter Verwendung eines wärmeempfindlichen
Materials in ein Stromschaltmodul mittels Schrump-
fen eingewickelt sind.

9. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, wobei
der Schalterhalter den Kolben und die Feder umgibt,
um eine seitliche Bewegung des Kolbens und der
Feder zu beschränken.

10. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, wobei
das Steuerstück eine Schaltkreistafel umfasst, die
die Stromabgabekontakte aufweist, wobei der
Schalterhalter, der Kolben, der Schalter, die Batterie
und die Schaltkreistafel vertikal gestapelt sind, um
vertikal gestapelte Teile auszubilden, und wobei das
wärmeempfindliche Material um die vertikal gesta-
pelten Teile aufgebracht ist.

11. Stromquellenvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Magnetfeld durch einen Magneten nahe des Kol-
bens verursacht wird.

12. Kapselkamerasystem mit:

einem Gehäuse (110), das angepasst ist, ge-

schluckt zu werden;
einer Stromquelle nach Anspruch 1 innerhalb
des Gehäuses; und
einem Kapseluntersystem innerhalb des Ge-
häuses mit:

einer Lichtquelle (280 oder 322);
einer Kamera (290 oder 320) zum Erfassen
eines digitalen Bilds einer durch die Licht-
quelle (280 oder 322) beleuchteten Szene;
und
einem archivierenden Speicher (330) zum
Speichern von Daten oder einem Transmit-
ter (250) zum Übertragen der Daten, wobei
die Daten dem digitalen Bild entsprechend;
und

wobei das Kapseluntersystem mit den Strom-
abgabekontakten (434, 436) gekoppelt ist, um
Strom von der Stromquelle zu empfangen.

Revendications

1. Appareil de source d’alimentation pour capsules mé-
dicales, comprenant :

un piston (620) sensible à un champ
magnétique ;
un ressort (610) disposé de manière à interagir
avec le piston (620), dans lequel le piston (620)
est poussé par le ressort (610) vers une premiè-
re position quand le champ magnétique est re-
tiré, et le piston (620) comprime le ressort (610)
vers une seconde position quand le champ ma-
gnétique est appliqué ;
une batterie (220A, 220B) ; et
une pièce de commande couplée à la batterie
(220A, 220B) et au piston (620), dans laquelle
la pièce de commande comprend une première
carte de circuit (234) comprenant des contacts
de sortie de puissance (434, 436) et une secon-
de carte de circuit (632) comprenant deux pas-
tilles de commande de puissance (636A, 636B),
et dans lesquelles les deux pastilles de com-
mande de puissance (636A, 636B) sont posi-
tionnées de manière à être électriquement con-
nectées par le piston (620) pour envoyer une
énergie électrique depuis la batterie (220A,
200B) jusqu’aux contacts de sortie de puissance
(434, 436) quand le piston (620) est à la premiè-
re position, et électriquement déconnectées par
le piston (620) pour retirer la puissance électri-
que provenant de la batterie (220A, 200B) au
niveau des contacts de sortie de puissance
(434, 436) quand le piston (620) est à la seconde
position.
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2. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le piston comprend un matériau
parmi deux types de matériau choisis dans le groupe
constitué d’un matériau ferromagnétique et d’un ma-
tériau ferrimagnétique.

3. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le ressort est disposé de ma-
nière à avoir une extrémité du ressort contre une
structure fixe et une autre extrémité du ressort contre
un côté supérieur du piston.

4. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le ressort est un ressort héli-
coïdal.

5. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le piston comprend une partie
tige et une partie bride, et dans lequel le ressort est
disposé autour de la partie tige du piston de manière
à avoir une extrémité du ressort contre une partie
fixe et une autre extrémité du ressort contre la bride.

6. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel la pièce de commande com-
prend une carte de circuit dotée des contacts de sor-
tie de puissance, et dans lequel la batterie est dis-
posée sous le piston et la carte de circuit est dispo-
sée sous la batterie avec les contacts de sortie de
puissance orientés vers le bas.

7. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel lesdites deux pastilles de com-
mande de puissance sont disposées sur un côté
d’une carte de circuit et une pastille de contact de
batterie est disposée sur l’autre côté de la carte de
circuit, dans lequel la carte de circuit est disposée
dans une position stationnaire pour permettre un
contact électrique entre la pastille de contact de bat-
terie et une borne de la batterie.

8. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant en outre un support de com-
mutateur pour maintenir le piston et le ressort, dans
lequel le support de commutateur, le piston, le com-
mutateur, la batterie et la pièce de commande sont
emballés sous film rétractable en utilisant un maté-
riau thermosensible dans un module d’interrupteur.

9. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 8, dans lequel le support de commutateur en-
toure le piston, et le ressort pour restreindre le dé-
placement latéral du piston et du ressort.

10. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 8, dans lequel la pièce de commande com-
prend une carte de circuit dotée des contacts de sor-
tie de puissance, dans lequel le support de commu-

tateur, le piston, le commutateur, la batterie et la car-
te de circuit sont empilés verticalement pour former
des parties empilées verticalement, et dans lequel
le matériau thermosensible est appliqué autour des-
dites parties empilées verticalement.

11. Appareil de source d’alimentation selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le champ magnétique est pro-
duit par un aimant proche du piston.

12. Système de caméra de capsule, comprenant :

un logement (110) pouvant être avalé ;
une source d’alimentation selon la revendication
1 au sein du logement ; et
un sous-système de capsule au sein du loge-
ment comprenant :

une source de lumière (280 ou 322) ;
une caméra (290 ou 320) pour capturer une
image numérique d’un endroit éclairé par la
source de lumière (280 ou 322) ; et
une mémoire d’archivage (330) pour stoc-
ker des données ou un émetteur (250) pour
transmettre les données, dans lequel les
données correspondent à l’image
numérique ; et
dans lequel le sous-système de capsule est
couplé aux contacts de sortie de puissance
(434, 436) pour recevoir de l’énergie à partir
de la source d’alimentation.
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