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Description

[0001] The invention concerns a system and a method
for covering a gap occurring between two adjacent fur-
niture parts.

[0002] In accordance with prior art solutions it is well
known to cover furniture made up by various furniture
parts with a removable sheet in order to protect the fur-
niture parts and also to provide a visual effect of a one
piece furniture displaying a smooth surface. The furniture
cover may advantageously be manufactured in a shape
fitting the form of the furniture of which it is to cover. The
cover may be used for covering sofas, chairs, beds etc.
The invention may be used for various kinds of furniture
where a gap may occur between adjacent furniture parts.
[0003] The inventive system may be used for a bed
such as a double bed comprising two separate bed sec-
tions, wherein each bed section may be a box mattress,
a continental base frame or an ordinary mattress. The
double bed is made up by two separate bed sections to
facilitate the transport and handling of the bed. But when
the bed is assembled, it is a wish among the users that
the two bed sections appear as a single unit double bed.
In order to enhance the visual impression of the double
bed a furniture cover in the shape of a form fitted sheet
is installed over the bed sections to make it appear as a
single unit double bed. When a sheet is fitted onto the
bed sections in this manner, the fabric which is overlaying
the gap between the two bed sections is pulled into the
gap, and consequently a crease occurs in between the
bed sections..

[0004] In accordance with the prior art publications DE
10306735, DE9402363, W09206624, US2004163174,
WO02007011914 and US5555581 A1, various solutions
are proposed for hiding the gap between the bed sec-
tions.

[0005] As most of the top surface of the bed will be
covered by a top mattress or other known means for hid-
ing this portion of the gap, most of the gap at this seen
from the top side is not visible when the bed is in use.
However, the vertical gap at the side surface of the beds
end is visible, and in some cases a portion of the gap at
the top surface of the beds end portion is also visible. A
need has evoked within the market to reduce or if possible
to eliminate the visibility of this gap. Based on this need
it is an object of the invention to provide a solution which
will reduce or eliminate the visibility of the gap through
the fabric of the furniture cover. Some of the publications
as mentioned above present solutions for hiding the gap
between two beds making up a double bed. The current
invention present an alternative solution to these prior
art solutions.

[0006] The invention is defined in the independent
claim, and embodiments of the invention are defined in
the dependent claims.

[0007] In accordance with the invention a system is
provided for covering a gap occurring between two ad-
jacent parts of a furniture, as claimed in claim 1.
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[0008] The holding means may comprise a pocket for
the insert of the support element. In one embodiment the
furniture cover may be provided with a pocket for receiv-
ing the support element. The pocket may be arranged at
a surface of the furniture cover and when the furniture
cover is placed on the furniture the pocket faces the fur-
niture. The pocket with the support element installed in
the pocket then covers at least a portion of the gap, and
the support element forms a bridge over the gap so that
the fabric of the furniture cover is prevented from being
pulled into the gap.

[0009] The support element displays certain rigidity to
be able to prevent the fabric of the furniture cover to get
pulled into the gap. In some aspects of the invention both
the vertical portion of the gap located at a side portion of
the furniture and the portion of the gap located at the top
side of the bed/ furniture are visible. To cover both the
top side portion of the gap as well as the end side portion
of the gap, the support element in one embodiment has
acurved shape for covering both portions of the gap. The
curved shape of the support element may be obtained
by preforming the support element before inserting it into
the holding means such as the pocket. Alternatively, the
support element may initially have a non curved or lev-
eled shape and the support element displays certain flex-
ible characteristics which makes it possible to form the
support element in accordance with the outline of the
furniture thereby covering both the gap at the top portion
and atthe gap at side portion of the furniture, when putting
the furniture cover onto the furniture. The support ele-
ment may have the shape of a flat element such as a
slice having a thickness enabling a curved shape of the
support element when being positioned in contact with
the furniture.

[0010] The support element needs to be held in place
relative to the furniture cover in order to cover the gap.
The holding means helps positioning and holding the
support element in a correct position. The holding means
may be attached to the furniture parts or the holding
means may be attached to the furniture cover. Further
the holding means may be made up of several elements
capable of positioning and holding the support element
correctly to cover the gap. The holding means may be
provided by various means able to position the support
element in a correct position and holding this position
during the use of the bed. In one embodiment the holding
means comprises a pocket. The pocket may be consti-
tuted by a panel of fabric. The panelis folded and stitched
with invisible stitches to the inside surface of the furniture
cover which faces the furniture when placed on the fur-
niture.

[0011] The invention also includes a method for cov-
ering a gap occurring between two adjacent parts of a
furniture, as claimed in claim 8.

[0012] When the holding means is constituted by the
pocket, the method may also include installing the sup-
port element into the pocket for instance by inserting the
support element into the pocket through a side opening
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in the pocket.

[0013] In the following an example of an embodiment
of the invention, where the furniture is shown as a bed,
will be described with reference to the figures, wherein

Fig 1 shows a double bed with a furniture cover in-
stalled onto the bed.

Fig 2 shows a support element positioned under the
furniture cover.

Fig 3 shows a front view of a support element posi-
tioned under the furniture cover of a double bed.
Fig 4 shows a support element as it is inserted into
a pocket.

[0014] In fig 1 two adjacent furniture parts 1, 2 here
shown as two bed sections are positioned side by side
and a furniture cover 3 is installed over the furniture parts
1, 2. A gap 4 which occurs at the area where the two bed
sections are joined, is visible through the furniture cover
3. A portion 5a of the gap is visible at the side or end
section of the bed, and another portion 5b of the gap is
visible at the top section of the bed, as the fabric of the
furniture cover 3 tends to get pulled into the gap 4. In the
example shown in the figures a top mattress hides the
remaining portion of gap otherwise visible at the top sec-
tion of the bed.

[0015] In order to prevent the fabric from being pulled
into the gap, the invention proposes arranging a support
member 7 over the portions 5a, 5b of the gap to hide its
visibility through the fabric of the furniture cover 3, see
fig4. The supportmember 7 is arranged in holding means
8 such as a pocket which at its upper end 9 is fixed to
the inside surface of the furniture cover for instance by
stitches not visible at the outside surface of the furniture
cover. Usually the support member is inserted into the
holding means 8 before installing the furniture cover on
the bed, for instance through a side opening as the one
shown in fig 4. The position of the holding means 8 en-
sures the correct position of the support member 7 over
the gap portions 5a, 5b.

[0016] Fig 4 shows the curvature of the support ele-
ment7 as itappears when the furniture cover 3isinstalled
on the bed. The support element 7 is here shown as a
rectangular body. The thickness of the rectangular body
allows curving the body, and as seen from the figures
the support member 7 is shaped to fit the outer contour
of the end side of the bed. The support member 7 may
be inserted in the holding means 8 in an essentially flat
configuration. When installing the furniture cover on the
bed 1, the flexible features of the support member 7 al-
lows it to be curved thereby obtaining the curvature of
the contour/outline of the end side of the bed. As an al-
ternative to this the support member 7 may be preformed
to fit the outer contour of the bed orthe support member7.
[0017] Fig 2 and fig 3 show the support member 7 po-
sitioned over the gap portions 5a, 5b (not visible) pre-
venting the fabric of the furniture from being pulled into
the gap. As seen from these figures, the bed appears as
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a double bed with no visible crease disturbing the visual
image of a continuous end surface.

Claims

1. System for covering a gap occurring between two
adjacent parts of a furniture, wherein the system
comprising:

- a support element to be positioned to cover the
gap occurring between two adjacent parts of a
furniture,

- the system comprises holding means for posi-
tioning and holding the support element in the
position covering the gap, -a furniture cover for
the furniture, wherein the support element and
the holding means are arranged in between the
furniture cover and the furniture parts when the
furniture cover is installed on the furniture there-
by preventing the furniture cover from being
pulled into the gap,

wherein the support element is configured for cov-
ering a portion of the gap at a side face of the furniture
parts, and a portion of the gap at a top face of the
furniture parts.

2. System for covering a gap in accordance with claim
1,
characterized in that the holding means comprises
a pocket for receiving the support element.

3. System stem for covering a gap in accordance with
claim 1,
characterized in that the supportelementhas a pre-
formed curved shape to fit with the outline of the fur-
niture.

4. System for covering a gap in accordance with claim
1,
characterized in that the support element has an
initial non curved shape and the flexible character-
istics of the support element make it possible to form
the support element into a curved shape in accord-
ance with the outline of the furniture.

5. System for covering a gap in accordance with one
of claims 1-4,

characterized in that the two parts of the furniture
comprise two mattresses positioned side by side.

6. System for covering a gap in accordance with one
of claims 1-5,
characterized in that the pocket is formed as a hid-
den pocket not visible when the furniture cover is
installed on the furniture.
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System for covering a gap in accordance with one
of claims 1-6,

characterized in that the pocket has a side opening
for the insert of the support element.

Method for covering a gap occurring between two
adjacent parts of a furniture, wherein the method
comprises:

- positioning and holding a support element by
the use of holding means in a position prepared
for covering the gap occurring between two ad-
jacent parts of a furniture, and that the support
element is configured for covering a portion of
the gap at a side face of the furniture parts, and
a portion of the gap at a top face of the furniture
parts,

- installing a furniture cover over the furniture
parts, thereby positioning the support element
which covers the gap and the holding means in
between the furniture cover and the furniture
parts to prevent the furniture cover from being
pulled into the gap.

Method for covering a gap occurring between two
adjacent parts of a furniture in accordance with claim
9, wherein the holding means comprises a pocket
which is attached to the furniture cover and position-
ing and holding the support element by installing the
support element into the pocket.

Patentanspriiche

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts zwischen zwei
benachbarten Modbelteilen, wobei das System Fol-
gendes umfasst:

- ein Stltzelement, das so zu positionieren ist,
dass es den Spalt zwischen zwei benachbarten
Mobelteilen abdeckt,

- wobei das System ein Haltemittel zum Positi-
onieren und Halten des Stiltzelements in der
den Spalt abdeckenden Position umfasst,

- eine Mdbelabdeckung fiir das Md&bel, wobei
das Stitzelement und das Haltemittel zwischen
der Mébelabdeckung und den Mébelteilen an-
geordnet sind, wenn die Mdébelabdeckung an
dem Mobel installiert ist, wodurch verhindert
wird, dass die Mdbelabdeckung in den Spalt ge-
zogen wird,

wobei das Stutzelement dazu konfiguriert ist, einen
Abschnitt des Spalts an einer Seitenflache der Mo6-
belteile und einen Abschnitt des Spalts an einer obe-
ren Flache der Mdbelteile abzudecken.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach Anspruch
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1,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Haltemittel ei-
ne Tasche zur Aufnahme des Stiitzelements um-
fasst.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach Anspruch
1,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Stiitzelement
eine vorgeformte gekrimmte Gestalt hat, um mit
dem Umriss des Mdbels zusammenzupassen.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Stitzele-
ment eine nicht gekrimmte Ausgangsgestalthatund
die flexiblen Eigenschaften des Stiitzelements es er-
mdoglichen, das Stiitzelement zu einer gekrimmten
Gestaltin Ubereinstimmung mit dem Umriss des M&-
bels zu bilden.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach einem der
Anspriiche 1 -4,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die beiden Mo6-
belteile zwei nebeneinander positionierte Matratzen
umfassen.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach einem der
Anspriiche 1 -5,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Tasche als ei-
ne versteckte Tasche gebildet ist, die nicht sichtbar
ist, wenn die Mébelabdeckung an dem Mébel instal-
liert ist.

System zur Abdeckung eines Spalts nach einem der
Anspriiche 1 - 6,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Tasche eine
Seitendffnung fur das Einfliihren des Stiitzelements
hat.

Verfahren zur Abdeckung eines Spalts zwischen
zwei benachbarten Mobelteilen, wobei das Verfah-
ren Folgendes umfasst:

- durch die Verwendung von Haltemitteln Posi-
tionieren und Halten eines Stilitzelements in ei-
ner Position in Bereitschaft zum Abdecken des
Spalts zwischen zwei benachbarten Mobeltei-
len, wobei das Stiitzelement dazu konfiguriert
ist, einen Abschnitt des Spalts an einer Seiten-
flache der Mobelteile und einen Abschnitt des
Spalts an einer oberen Flache der Mobelteile
abzudecken,

- Installieren einer Mébelabdeckung Uber den
Mobelteilen, wodurch das Stiltzelement, das
den Spalt abdeckt, und das Haltemittel zwi-
schen der Mébelabdeckung und den Mdébeltei-
len positioniert werden, damit die Mdbelabde-
ckung nicht in den Spalt gezogen wird.
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Verfahren zur Abdeckung eines Spalts zwischen
zwei benachbarten Mébelteilen nach Anspruch 9,
wobei das Haltemittel eine Tasche umfasst, die an
der Mébelabdeckung angebracht ist, und das Ver-
fahren ferner das Positionieren und Halten des Stt-
zelements durch Installieren des Stiitzelements in
der Tasche umfasst.

Revendications

Systéme pour recouvrir un espace apparaissant en-
tre deux parties adjacentes d’'un meuble, dans lequel
le systéme comprend :

- un élément de support a positionner de manié-
re a recouvrir I'espace apparaissant entre deux
parties adjacentes d’un meuble,

- le systéme comprenant des moyens de main-
tien pour positionner et maintenir I'élément de
support a la position recouvrant I'espace,

- un élément de recouvrement de meuble pour
le meuble, dans lequel I'élément de support et
les moyens de maintien sont agencés entre
I'élément de recouvrement de meuble et les par-
ties de meuble lorsque I'élément de recouvre-
ment de meuble est installé sur le meuble, em-
péchant de ce fait que I'élément de recouvre-
ment de meuble soit tiré dans I'espace,

dans lequel I'élément de support est configuré pour
recouvrir une partie de I'espace au niveau d’'une face
latérale des parties de meuble, et une partie de I'es-
pace au niveau d’une face supérieure des parties de
meuble.

Systéme pour recouvrir un espace selon la revendi-
cation 1,

caractérisé en ce que les moyens de maintien com-
prennent une poche pour recevoir I'élément de sup-
port.

Systeme pour recouvrir un espace selon la revendi-
cation 1,

caractérisé en ce que I'élément de support a une
forme incurvée préformée pour s’adapter au contour
du meuble.

Systéme pour recouvrir un espace selon la revendi-
cation 1,

caractérisé en ce que I'élément de support a une
forme non incurvée initiale et les caractéristiques
souples de I'élément de support permettent de met-
tre I'élément de support en une forme incurvée con-
formément au contour du meuble.

Systéme pour recouvrir un espace selon l'une des
revendications 1 a 4,
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caractérisé en ce que les deux parties du meuble
comprennent deux matelas positionnés cote a cote.

Systeme pour recouvrir un espace selon l'une des
revendications 1 a 5,

caractérisé en ce que la poche est formée en tant
que poche cachée qui n’est pas visible lorsque I'élé-
ment de recouvrement de meuble est installé sur le
meuble.

Systeme pour recouvrir un espace selon l'une des
revendications 1 a 6,

caractérisé en ce que la poche comporte une
ouverture latérale pour l'insertion de I'élément de
support.

Procédé pour recouvrir un espace apparaissant en-
tre deux parties adjacentes d’'un meuble, dans lequel
le procédé comprend :

- le positionnement et le maintien d’'un élément
de support par l'utilisation de moyens de main-
tien a une position préparée pour recouvrir I'es-
pace apparaissant entre deux parties adjacen-
tesd’'unmeuble, etl'élémentde support estcon-
figuré pour recouvrir une partie de I'espace au
niveau d’une face latérale des parties de meu-
ble, et une partie de I'espace au niveau d’une
face supérieure des parties de meuble,

- I'installation d’un élément de recouvrement de
meuble sur les parties de meuble, positionnant
de ce fait I'élément de support qui recouvre I'es-
pace et les moyens de maintien entre I'élément
de recouvrement de meuble et les parties de
meuble pour empécher que I'élément de recou-
vrement de meuble soit tiré dans I'espace.

Procédé pour recouvrir un espace apparaissant en-
tre deux parties adjacentes d’'un meuble selon la re-
vendication 8, dans lequel les moyens de maintien
comprennent une poche qui est attachée al'élément
de recouvrement de meuble, et comprenant le posi-
tionnement etle maintien de I'élément de supporten
installant I'élément de support dans la poche.
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Fig. 2
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