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(54) HINGE DEVICE

(67)  Afirstengagement recess 41 and afirstinclined
surface 43 continuing from an open portion of the first
engagement recess 41 are formed in a front end portion
of a pedestal 1. A second engagement recess 42 and a
second inclined surface 44 continuing from an open por-
tion of the second engagement recess 42 are formed in
a rear end portion of the pedestal 1. An inclination angle
of the first inclined surface 43 with respect to a reference
line that is a straight line connecting a contact point be-

surface 43 and a contact point between the second en-
gagement shaft 50 and the second inclined surface 44
is greater than an inclination angle of the second inclined
surface 44 with respect to the reference line. The first
inclined surface 43 and the second inclined surface 44
are disposed such that the first engagement shaft 46 and
the second engagement shaft 50 disposed in the body 3
can be respectively contacted with the first inclined sur-
face 43 and the second inclined surface 44 at the same

tween the first engagement shaft 46 and the first inclined time.
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Description
Field of the Invention

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a hinge device
that connects a door to a frame in a rotatable fashion.

Background of the Invention

[0002] To attach a door to a frame, itis a general prac-
tice to provide hinge devices at least at two points in
upper and lower end portions of the frame and the door
to rotatably connect the door to the frame via the hinge
devices.

[0003] A hinge device of this type is disclosed in Patent
Document 1 given below. The hinge device includes a
pedestal to be attached to a frame, a cupped member
(mounting member) to be attached to a door and a body.
The cupped member is rotatably attached to a distal end
portion of the body. The body is removably attached to
the pedestal via a connecting member. Via the hinge de-
vice having these features, the door is rotatably connect-
ed to the frame.

[0004] The connecting member includes first and sec-
ond engagement recesses disposed in the pedestal, first
and second engagement portions disposed in the body
and a biasing member such as a torsion coil spring. The
first and second engagement recesses are respectively
disposed in end portions of the pedestal in a front and a
rear of the pedestal. The first engagement recess is open
to the front and the second engagement recess is open
to the rear. The first engagement portion is disposed in
afront end portion of the body so as to be fixed in position.
The second engagement portion is disposed in a rear
end portion of the body so as to be movable in a front-
rear direction. The biasing member biases the second
engagement portion forward.

[0005] To attach the body to the pedestal, firstly, the
body is moved rearward and the first engagement portion
is engaged with the first engagement recess. Secondly,
the rear end portion of the body is moved closer to the
pedestal. Then, the second engagement portion is abut-
ted against an inclined surface disposed in the pedestal.
The second engagement portion is moved rearward by
the inclined surface against a biasing force of the biasing
member. When the rear end portion of the body is moved
closer to a predetermined position, the second engage-
ment portion is moved beyond the inclined surface and
is opposed to an open portion of the second engagement
recess. Then, the second engagement portion is moved
forward by the biasing member and is engaged with the
second engagement recess. By the respective engage-
ment of the first and second engagement portions with
the first and second engagement recesses, the body is
removably attached to the pedestal.
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Prior Art Documents
Patent Documents

[0006] Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application (Translation of PCT Application) Pub-
lication No. S62-500501

Summary of the Invention
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0007] There is a problem in the conventional hinge
device described above, which is that it is difficult to at-
tach the body to the pedestal. Specifically, in order to
attach the door to the frame, firstly, the first engagement
portion is inserted in the first engagement recess to be
engaged with the first engagement recess. After that, the
body is rotated about a first engagement shaft to move
the rear end portion of the body closer to the pedestal.
Then, the second engagement portion enters the second
engagement recess and is engaged with the second en-
gagementrecess. Since the cupped member is attached
to the door beforehand, it is required to move the door in
the front-rear direction to insert the first engagement por-
tion in the first engagement recess. Thus, it is difficult to
insert the first engagement portion in the first engage-
ment recess, and therefore, itis difficult to attach the body
to the pedestal.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0008] To solve the problems mentioned above, a first
aspect of the present invention provides a hinge device
comprising: a pedestal to be attached to a frame; a
mounting member to be attached to a door; and a body
removably attached to the pedestal via a connecting
member, the mounting member rotatably connected to
a front end portion of the body, wherein the connecting
member comprises: a first engagement recess that is
disposed in a front end portion of the pedestal and that
is open to a front; a first engagement portion that is dis-
posed in a front end portion of the body so as to be fixed
in position and that can be engaged with the first engage-
ment recess so as to be engageable and disengageable
through an open portion of the first engagement recess
in a front-rear direction; a second engagement recess
that is disposed in a rear end portion of the pedestal and
that is open to a rear; a second engagement portion that
is disposed in a rear end portion of the body so as to be
movable in the front-rear direction and that can be en-
gaged with the second engagement recess so as to be
engageable and disengageable through an open portion
of the second engagement recess in the front-rear direc-
tion; and a biasing member that biases the second en-
gagement portion in a direction for engaging the second
engagement portion with the second engagement re-
cess, CHARACTERIZED IN THAT afirstinclined surface
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and a second inclined surface are respectively formed in
the front end portion and the rear end portion of the ped-
estal, when the body is moved closer to the pedestal to
attach the body to the pedestal, the first engagement
portion and the second engagement portion respectively
abutted against the first inclined surface and the second
inclined surface; the first inclined surface is inclined such
that a front end portion thereof is located in front of a rear
end portion thereof in a direction in which the body is
moved closer to the pedestal and thefirstinclined surface
is disposed such that the front end portion thereof con-
tinues from the open portion of the first engagement re-
cess; the second inclined surface is inclined such that a
rear end portion thereof is located in front of a front end
portion thereof in the direction in which the body is moved
closer to the pedestal and the second inclined surface is
disposed such that the rear end portion thereof continues
from the open portion of the second engagement recess;
and an inclination angle of the first inclined surface with
respect to a reference line that connects a contact point
between the first engagement shaft and the first inclined
surface and a contact point between the second engage-
ment shaft and the second inclined surface is greater
than an inclination angle of the second inclined surface
with respect to the reference line.

[0009] To solve the problems mentioned above, a sec-
ond aspect of the present invention provides a hinge de-
vice comprising: a pedestal to be attached to a frame; a
mounting member to be attached to a door; and a body
removably attached to the pedestal via a connecting
member, the mounting member rotatably connected to
a front end portion of the body, wherein the connecting
member comprises: a first engagement recess that is
disposed in a front end portion of the body and that is
open to a front or a rear; a first engagement portion that
is disposed in a front end portion of the pedestal so as
to be fixed in position and that can be engaged with the
first engagement recess so as to be engageable and dis-
engageable through an open portion of the first engage-
ment recess in a front-rear direction; an engagement
member disposed in a rear end portion of the body such
that at least an end portion of the engagement member
on the pedestal side can be moved in the front-rear di-
rection; a second engagement recess that is disposed in
an end portion of the engagement member on the ped-
estal side and that is open in a direction opposite to the
direction in which the first engagement recess is open;
a biasing member that biases the engagement member
in a direction from a bottom portion of the second en-
gagement recess to an open portion of the second en-
gagementrecess; and a second engagement portion that
is disposed in a rear end portion of the pedestal so as to
be fixed in position and that can be engaged with the
second engagement recess so as to be engageable and
disengageable through the open portion of the second
engagement recess in the front-rear direction, and the
first engagement portion and the second engagement
portion are maintained in a state in which the first en-
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gagement portion and the second engagement portion
are respectively engaged with the first engagement re-
cess and the second engagement recess by a biasing
force of the biasing member, thereby the body removably
attached to the pedestal, CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a
first inclined surface and a second inclined surface are
respectively formed in the front end portion of the body
and the end portion of the engagement member on the
pedestal side, when the body is moved closer to the ped-
estal to attach the body to the pedestal, the first engage-
ment portion and the second engagement portion re-
spectively abutted against the first inclined surface and
the second inclined surface; the first inclined surface is
inclined such that a rear end portion thereof in a direction
in which the body is moved closer to the pedestal is lo-
cated in front of a front end portion thereof in a direction
from a bottom portion of the first engagement recess to
the open portion of the first engagement recess and the
first inclined surface is disposed such that the rear end
portion thereofin the direction in which the body is moved
closer to the pedestal continues from the open portion of
the first engagement recess; the second inclined surface
is inclined such that a rear end portion thereof in the di-
rection in which the body is moved closer to the pedestal
is located in front of a front end portion thereof in a direc-
tion from the bottom portion of the second engagement
recess to the open portion of the second engagement
recess and the second inclined surface is disposed such
that the rear end portion thereof in the direction in which
the body is moved closer to the pedestal continues from
the open portion of the second engagement recess; and
an inclination angle of the first inclined surface with re-
spect to a reference line that connects a contact point
between the first engagement portion and the first in-
clined surface and a contact point between the second
engagement portion and the second inclined surface is
greater than an inclination angle of the second inclined
surface with respect to the reference line.

[0010] Preferably, the first engagement recess is open
to the rear and the second engagement recess is open
to the front.

[0011] To solve the problems mentioned above, a third
aspect of the present invention provides a hinge device
comprising: a pedestal to be attached to a frame; a
mounting member to be attached to a door; and a body
removably attached to the pedestal via a connecting
member, the mounting member rotatably connected to
a front end portion of the body, wherein the connecting
member comprises: a first engagement recess that is
disposed in a front end portion of the body and that is
open to a front or a rear; a first engagement portion that
is disposed in a front end portion of the pedestal so as
to be fixed in position and that can be engaged with the
first engagement recess so as to be engageable and dis-
engageable through an open portion of the first engage-
ment recess in a front-rear direction; an engagement
member disposed in a rear end portion of the pedestal
such that atleast an end portion of the engagement mem-
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ber on the body side can be moved in the front-rear di-
rection; a second engagement recess that is disposed in
an end portion of the engagement member on the body
side and that is open in the same direction as the first
engagement recess; a biasing member that biases the
engagement member in a direction from a bottom portion
of the second engagement recess to an open portion of
the second engagement recess; and a second engage-
ment portion that is disposed in a rear end portion of the
body so as to be fixed in position and that can be engaged
with the second engagement recess so as to be engage-
able and disengageable through the open portion of the
second engagement recess in the front-rear direction,
and the firstengagement portion and the second engage-
ment portion are maintained in a state in which the first
engagement portion and the second engagement portion
are respectively engaged with the first engagement re-
cess and the second engagement recess by a biasing
force of the biasing member, thereby the body removably
attached to the pedestal, CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a
first inclined surface and a second inclined surface are
respectively formed in the front end portion of the body
and the end portion of the engagement member on the
body side, when the body is moved closer to the pedestal
to attach the body to the pedestal, the first engagement
portion and the second engagement portion respectively
abutted against the first inclined surface and the second
inclined surface; the first inclined surface is inclined such
that a rear end portion thereof in a direction in which the
body is moved closer to the pedestal is located in front
of a front end portion thereof in a direction from a bottom
portion of the first engagementrecess to the open portion
of the first engagement recess and the first inclined sur-
face is disposed such that the rear end portion thereof in
the direction in which the body is moved closer to the
pedestal continues from the open portion of the first en-
gagement recess; the second inclined surface is inclined
such that a front end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body is moved closer to the pedestal is located
in front of a rear end portion thereof in a direction from
the bottom portion of the second engagement recess to
the open portion of the second engagement recess and
the second inclined surface is disposed such that the
front end portion thereof in the direction in which the body
is moved closer to the pedestal continues from the open
portion of the second engagement recess; and an incli-
nation angle of the first inclined surface with respect to
a reference line that connects a contact point between
the first engagement portion and the first inclined surface
and a contact point between the second engagement
portion and the second inclined surface is greater than
an inclination angle of the second inclined surface with
respect to the reference line.

[0012] Preferably, the first engagementrecess is open
to the rear and the second engagement recess is open
to the rear.

[0013] To solve the problems mentioned above, a
fourth aspect of the present invention provides a hinge
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device comprising: a pedestal to be attached to a frame;
a mounting member to be attached to a door; and a body
removably attached to the pedestal via a connecting
member, the mounting member rotatably connected to
a front end portion of the body, wherein the connecting
member comprises: a first engagement recess that is
disposed in a front end portion of the pedestal and that
is open to a front or a rear; a first engagement portion
that is disposed in a front end portion of the body so as
to be fixed in position and that can be engaged with the
first engagement recess so as to be engageable and dis-
engageable through an open portion of the first engage-
ment recess in a front-rear direction; an engagement
member disposed in a rear end portion of the pedestal
suchthat atleast an end portion of the engagement mem-
ber on the body side can be moved in the front-rear di-
rection; a second engagement recess that is disposed in
an end portion of the engagement member on the body
side and that is open in a direction opposite to the direc-
tion in which the first engagement recess is open; a bi-
asing member that biases the engagement memberin a
direction from a bottom portion of the second engage-
ment recess to an open portion of the second engage-
ment recess; and a second engagement portion that is
disposed in a rear end portion of the body so as to be
fixed in position and that can be engaged with the second
engagement recess so as to be engageable and disen-
gageable through the open portion of the second engage-
ment recess in the front-rear direction, and the first en-
gagement portion and the second engagement portion
are maintained in a state in which the first engagement
portion and the second engagement portion are respec-
tively engaged with the first engagement recess and the
second engagement recess by a biasing force of the bi-
asing member, thereby the body removably attached to
the pedestal, CHARACTERIZED IN THAT afirstinclined
surface and a second inclined surface are respectively
formed in the front end portion of the pedestal and the
end portion of the engagement member on the body side,
when the body is moved closer to the pedestal to attach
the body to the pedestal, the first engagement portion
and the second engagement portion respectively abutted
against the first inclined surface and the second inclined
surface; the first inclined surface is inclined such that a
front end portion thereof in a direction in which the body
is moved closer to the pedestal is located in front of a
rear end portion thereof in a direction from a bottom por-
tion of the first engagement recess to the open portion
of the first engagement recess and the first inclined sur-
face is disposed such that the front end portion thereof
in the direction in which the body is moved closer to the
pedestal continues from the open portion of the first en-
gagementrecess; the second inclined surface is inclined
such that a front end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body is moved closer to the pedestal is located
in front of a rear end portion thereof in a direction from
the bottom portion of the second engagement recess to
the open portion of the second engagement recess and
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the second inclined surface is disposed such that the
front end portion thereof in the direction in which the body
is moved closer to the pedestal continues from the open
portion of the second engagement recess; and an incli-
nation angle of the first inclined surface with respect to
a reference line that connects a contact point between
the first engagement portion and the first inclined surface
and a contact point between the second engagement
portion and the second inclined surface is greater than
an inclination angle of the second inclined surface with
respect to the reference line.

[0014] Preferably, the first engagementrecess is open
to the front and the second engagement recess is open
to the rear.

[0015] In the first to the fourth aspects of the present
invention, it is preferable that the hinge device further
comprises a blocking mechanism that prohibits the first
engagement portion from being moved out of the first
engagement recess when the first engagement portion
is engaged with the first engagement recess.

[0016] Particularly, it is preferable that the blocking
mechanism comprises: a stopping surface disposed in
one of the pedestal and the body; and an abutment por-
tion that is disposed in the other of the pedestal and the
body and that prohibits the first engagement portion en-
gaged with the first engagement recess from being
moved toward the open portion of the first engagement
recess by being abutted against the stopping surface.

Advantageous Effects of the Invention

[0017] According to the present invention having the
features mentioned above, the body can be attached to
the pedestal simply by moving the body closer to the
pedestal with the first and second engagement portions
respectively pressed against the firstand second inclined
surfaces. Thus, the body can be easily attached to the
pedestal.

Brief Description of the Drawings
[0018]

FIG. 1is a cross-sectional view of a first embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a pedestal adopted
in the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the ped-
estal.

FIG. 4is an exploded perspective view of a mounting
member, a body rotatably disposed at the mounting
member and components disposed in the body
adopted in the first embodiment.

FIG. 5is a perspective view of the mounting member
and the body with the components disposed in the
body assembled.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view, showing a first step
to attach the body to the pedestal according to the
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first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view, showing a second
step to attach the body to the pedestal according to
the first embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view, showing a third step
to attach the body to the pedestal according to the
first embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view, showing a fourth
step to attach the body to the pedestal according to
the first embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a partially-cutaway side view of a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a partially-cutaway side view, showing a
first step to attach the body to the pedestal according
to the second embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a partially-cutaway side view, showing a
second step to attach the body to the pedestal ac-
cording to the second embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a partially-cutaway side view, showing a
third step to attach the body to the pedestal according
to the second embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a partially-cutaway side view, showing a
fourth step to attach the body to the pedestal accord-
ing to the second embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a partially-cutaway side view, showing a
fifth step to attach the body to the pedestal according
to the second embodiment.

Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0019] A best mode for carrying out the invention will
be described hereinafter with reference to the drawings.
FIGS. 1 to 9 show a first embodiment of the present in-
vention. A hinge device A according to the first embodi-
ment will be generally described first. As shown in FIG.
1, the hinge device A includes a pedestal 1, a mounting
member 2, a body 3 and a connecting member 4.
[0020] The pedestal 1 is fixed to a portion of an inner
side surface of a frame (not shown) that is close to an
open portion of the frame. In this embodiment, the ped-
estal 1 is fixed to a front end portion of a left inner side
surface of the frame whose front surface portion is open.
Tofacilitate understanding of features of the hinge device
A, front-rear, left-right and up-down directions of the
frame (front-rear, left-right and up-down directions shown
in FIG. 2) are used in explanations of the features. It is
to be understood that the hinge device A is not limited to
such directions.

[0021] The mounting member 2 is fixed to a back sur-
face of a door (not shown). In this embodiment, corre-
sponding to the disposition of the pedestal 1 in the left
inner side surface of the frame, the mounting member 2
is disposed in a left end portion of the back surface of
the door in a closed position.

[0022] The mounting member 2 is rotatably connected
to a front end portion of the body 3 via a pair of links 5A,
5B. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 4, one end portions of
the links 5A, 5B are respectively rotatably connected to
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the mounting member 2 via shaft portions 6a, 6b of a
connecting shaft 6 having a generally U-shaped config-
uration. The other end portions of the links 5A, 5B are
respectively rotatably connected to the front end portion
of the body 3 via shafts 7A, 7B. The mounting member
2 and the body 3 may be rotatably connected directly to
each other. Alternatively, the mounting member 2 and
the body 3 may be rotatably connected to each other via
three or more links. The body 3 is removably attached to
the pedestal 1 by the connecting member 4. As a result,
the door is attached to the frame via the hinge device A
such that the door is rotatable in a horizontal direction.
[0023] Of the links 5A, 5B, one link 5A is rotatably bi-
ased by a one end portion 8a of a coiled spring (biasing
member) 8 disposed around a shaft 7C via a spring re-
ceiver 9A. The other link 5B is rotatably biased by the
other end portion 8b of the coiled spring 8 via a spring
receiver 9B. When the door is located between the closed
position and an intermediate position between the closed
position and an open position, the door is rotationally
biased toward the closed position by a rotationally biasing
force of the coiled spring 8 via the links 5A, 5B. When
the door is located between the intermediate position and
the open position, the door is rotationally biased toward
the open position via the links 5A, 5B. The door may be
rotationally biased by other rotationally biasing mecha-
nisms that are known in the art. It is not necessarily re-
quired to provide a rotationally biasing mechanism.
[0024] A rotary damper mechanism 10 is disposed at
the shaft 7B. The rotary damper mechanism 10 is pro-
vided for restraining a rotation speed of the door at least
when the door is rotated from the intermediate position
toward the closed position. The rotary damper mecha-
nism 10 is not relevant to the present invention. There-
fore, description about the rotary damper mechanism 10
is omitted.

[0025] Features of the hinge device A will be described
more in detail. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the pedestal
1 includes a base plate 11, a first movable member 12
and a second movable member 13.

[0026] The base plate 11 is fixed to a portion of the
inner side surface of the frame near the open portion. In
this embodiment, the base plate 11 is fixed to the front
end portion of the left side surface of the frame whose
front surface portion is open with a securing means such
as a screw (not shown). To facilitate understanding of
the features of the hinge device A, the front-rear, left-right
and up-down directions of the frame (front-rear, left-right
and up-down directions shown in FIG. 2) are used in the
explanations of the features. It is to be understood that
the hinge device A is not limited to such directions.
[0027] A projected portion 11a having a generally U-
shaped cross-section is disposed in a front surface of the
base plate 11 facing rightward such that a longitudinal
direction of the projected portion 11a is oriented in the
front-rear direction. A restriction hole 11b extending in
the front-rear direction is formed in a middle portion of a
distal end surface of the projected portion 11a facing
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rightward. A restriction groove 11c extending in the up-
down direction is formed in a rear end portion of the distal
end surface of the projected portion 11a. A catch recess
11d is formed in a front end surface of the projected por-
tion 11a facing forward. A catch hole 11e extending
through the projected portion 11a in the up-down direc-
tion is formed in a rear end portion of the projected portion
11a. The catch hole 11e is located in the rear of the re-
striction groove 11c.

[0028] Thefirstmovable member12having agenerally
U-shaped cross-section is disposed with a longitudinal
direction thereof oriented in the front-rear direction. The
projected portion 11a of the base plate 11 is disposed
inside the first movable member 12. A distance between
inner side surfaces of the first movable member 12 in the
up-down direction is greater than a distance between out-
er side surfaces of the projected portion 11a in the up-
down direction. Accordingly, the first movable member
12 is movable in the up-down direction with respect to
the base plate 11 through a distance corresponding to a
difference between the distance between the inner side
surfaces of the first movable member 12 and the distance
between the outer side surfaces of the projected portion
11a.

[0029] Shafts 14, 15 having a longitudinal direction
thereof oriented in the up-down direction are respectively
disposed through a front end portion and a rear end por-
tion of the first movable member 12. The shaft 14 is
caught by the catch recess 11d and the shaft 15 extends
through the catch hole 11e. Thereby, the first movable
member 12 is attached to the base plate 11 so as to be
immovable in the front-rear direction and the left-right
direction. Accordingly, the first movable member 12 is
movable with respect to the base plate 11 only in the up-
down direction.

[0030] A position of the first movable member 12 with
respect to the base plate 11 in the up-down direction is
adjusted by a first position adjustment mechanism. Spe-
cifically, a guide hole 12a having an elongated configu-
ration extending in the front-rear direction is formed in a
surface of the first movable member 12 facing rightward.
A position adjustment member 16 having a configuration
of a flat plate is disposed in the guide hole 12a such that
the position adjustment member 16 is movable in a lon-
gitudinal direction (front-rear direction) of the guide hole
12a but immovable in the up-down direction.

[0031] A first cylindrical portion 16a and a second cy-
lindrical portion 16b are formed in a surface of the position
adjustment member 16 facing rightward. The first cylin-
drical portion 16a and the second cylindrical portion 16b
are disposed so as to be spaced from each other in the
front-rear direction and so as to have axes thereof ori-
ented in the left-right direction. Each of circumferential
wall portions of the first cylindrical portion 16a and the
second cylindrical portion 16b are cut off at two points in
acircumferential direction. This enables diameters of the
first cylindrical portion 16a and the second cylindrical por-
tion 16b to be increased and reduced. Hollow portions
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of the first cylindrical portion 16a and the second cylin-
drical portion 16b extend through the position adjustment
member 16. Convex portions and concave portions, both
extending inthe left-right direction, are formed alternately
in the circumferential direction in respective inner circum-
ferential surfaces of the first cylindrical portion 16a and
the second cylindrical portion 16b.

[0032] A head 17a of a first adjustment shaft 17 is dis-
posed in the first cylindrical portion 16a. Convex portions
and concave portions, both extending in the left-right di-
rection, are formed alternately in an outer circumferential
surface of the head 17a. Rotation of the first adjustment
shaft 17 with respect to the position adjustment member
16 is prohibited by respective fitting of the convex portions
and the concave portions of the head 17a with the con-
cave portions and the convex portions of the first cylin-
drical portion 16a. However, since the diameter of the
first cylindrical portion 16a can be increased and re-
duced, the first adjustment shaft 17 can be rotated if a
rotating force of a predetermined magnitude or greater
is applied, with the diameter of the first cylindrical portion
16a increased and reduced.

[0033] A left end surface of the head 17a of a first ad-
justment shaft 17 is opposed to the distal end surface
(surface facing rightward) of the projected portion 11a of
the base plate 11. A first eccentric shaft (not shown) is
formed in the left end surface of the head 17a. The first
eccentric shaft is disposed such that an axis of the first
eccentric shaft is spaced from and parallel to an axis of
the head 17a. That is, the first eccentric shaft is eccen-
trically disposed with respect to the head 17a. The first
eccentric shaftis disposed in the restriction hole 11b such
that the first eccentric shaft is movable in a longitudinal
direction of the restriction hole 11b (front-rear direction)
and immovable in a short direction of the restriction hole
11b (up-down direction). Accordingly, when the first ad-
justment shaft 17 is rotated, the first eccentric shaft is
movedin therestriction hole 11bin the front-rear direction
and the head 17a is moved in the up-down direction. As
a result, the position adjustment member 16 is moved in
the up-down direction, and thereby, the first movable
member 12 is moved in the up-down direction with re-
spect to the base plate 11. Thus, a position of the first
movable member 12 is adjusted in the up-down direction.
It is to be understood that an amount of position adjust-
ment of the first movable member 12 corresponds to an
amount of rotation of the first adjustment shaft 17.
[0034] The first movable member 12 is provided with
the second movable member 13. The second movable
member 13 has a generally U-shaped cross sectional
configuration and the first movable member 12 is dis-
posed inside the second movable member 13. Adistance
between inner side surfaces of the second movable
member 13 in the up-down direction is the same as a
distance between outer side surfaces of the first movable
member 12 in the up-down direction. Accordingly, the
second movable member 13 is immovable with respect
to the first movable member 12 in the up-down direction.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Therefore, when the position of the first movable member
12 is adjusted in the up-down direction by rotating the
first adjustment shaft 17, the position of the second mov-
able member 13 is adjusted in the up-down direction to-
gether with the first movable member 12.

[0035] The second movable member 13 is movable
with respect to the first movable member 12 in the front-
rear direction and in the left-right direction. A position of
the second movable member 13 with respect to the first
movable member 12 in the front-rear direction is adjusted
by a second position adjustment mechanism. Specifical-
ly, athrough hole 13a extending through the second mov-
able member 13 in the left-right direction is formed in the
second movable member 13. The second cylindrical por-
tion 16b of the position adjustment member 16 is fitted
in the through hole 13a so as to be immovable in a radial
direction of the through hole 13a. Accordingly, when the
position adjustment member 16 is moved in the front-
rear direction, the second movable member 13 is also
moved in the front-rear direction.

[0036] A head 18a of a second adjustment shaft 18 is
disposed in the second cylindrical portion 16b. The di-
ameter of the second cylindrical portion 16b can be in-
creased and reduced because of cut-off portions at two
points in the circumferential direction. Moreover, the con-
vex portions and the concave portions, both extending
in the left-right direction, are formed alternately in the
circumferential direction in the inner circumferential sur-
face of the second cylindrical portion 16b and an outer
circumferential surface of the head 18a. Accordingly, the
head 18a can be rotated in the second cylindrical portion
16b if a rotating force of a predetermined magnitude or
greater is applied. In other words, the head 18a cannot
be rotated and is maintained at a certain rotational posi-
tion unless arotating force of a predetermined magnitude
or greater is applied.

[0037] A left end surface of the head 18a is opposed
to the distal end surface of the projected portion 11a of
the base plate 11 and a second eccentric shaft (not
shown) is formed in the left end surface of the head 18a.
The second eccentric shaft is disposed such that an axis
of the second eccentric shaft is spaced from and parallel
to an axis of the head 18a. That is, the second eccentric
shaft is eccentrically disposed with respect to the head
18a. The second eccentric shaft is disposed in the re-
striction groove 11c¢ such that the second eccentric shaft
is movable in a longitudinal direction of the restriction
groove 11c (up-down direction) and immovable in a short
direction of the restriction groove 11c (front-rear direc-
tion). Accordingly, when the second adjustment shaft 18
is rotated, the second eccentric shaft is moved in the
restriction groove 11c in the up-down direction and the
head 18a is moved in the front-rear direction. As a result,
the position adjustment member 16 is moved in the front-
rear direction, and thereby, the second movable member
13 is moved in the front-rear direction with respect to the
first movable member 12. Thereby, a position of the sec-
ond movable member 13 with respect to the base plate
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11 is adjusted in the front-rear direction. It is to be under-
stood that an amount of position adjustment of the second
movable member 13 in the front-rear direction corre-
sponds to an amount of rotation of the second adjustment
shaft 18.

[0038] The first cylindrical portion 16a of the position
adjustment member 16 is fitted in a through hole 13b
formed in the second movable member 13 such that the
first cylindrical portion 16a is immovable in a radial direc-
tion of the through hole 13b. Accordingly, when the sec-
ond movable member 13 is moved in the front-rear di-
rection, the position adjustment member 16 and the first
adjustment shaft 17 are also moved in the front-rear di-
rection. Specifically, the position adjustment member 16
is moved inside the guide hole 12a in the front-rear di-
rection only and the first eccentric shaft of the first ad-
justment shaft 17 is moved inside the restriction hole 11b
in the front-rear direction only. Therefore, even if the po-
sition adjustment member 16 and the first adjustment
shaft 17 are moved in the front-rear direction accompa-
nying the movement of the second movable member 13
in the front-rear direction, the first movable member 12
is not moved in the front-rear direction.

[0039] An elongated hole 13c extending in the front-
rear direction is formed in arear end portion of the second
movable member 13. The shaft 15 is rotatably disposed
through the elongated hole 13c such that the shaft 15 is
movable in a longitudinal direction of the elongated hole
13c but immovable in a short direction of the elongated
hole 13c (left-right direction). Accordingly, a distal end
portion of the second movable member 13 is rotatable
about the shaft 15 in a horizontal direction (left-right di-
rection). A length of the elongated hole 13c in the front-
rear direction is determined so as not to interfere with the
adjustment of the position of the second movable mem-
ber 13 with respect to the first movable member 12 in the
front-rear direction.

[0040] An adjustment screw 19 having an axis thereof
oriented in the left-right direction is threaded in the front
end portion (left end portion) of the first movable member
12. A head 19a of the adjustment screw 19 is rotatably
engaged with the front end portion of the second movable
member 13. Moreover, the head 19a is movable with
respect to the second movable member 13 in the front-
rear direction but immovable in the left-right direction.
Therefore, when the adjustment screw 19 is rotated in
normal and reverse directions, the second movable
member 13 is rotated about the shaft 15 in the horizontal
direction and the position of the front end portion of the
second movable member 13 with respect to the first mov-
able member 12 is adjusted in the left-right direction, and
thereby adjusted with respect to the base plate 11 in the
left-right direction.

[0041] Thus, the position of the front end portion of the
second movable member 13 is adjustable with respect
to the base plate 11, and thereby with respect to the
frame, in the front-rear, left-right and up-down directions.
The second movable member 13 may be directly dis-
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posed in the frame so as to be fixed in position. In this
case, the second movable member 13 serves as a ped-
estal.

[0042] The body 3isremovably attached to the second
movable member 13 of the pedestal 1 via the connecting
member 4. Specifically, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a
first engagement recess 41 and a second engagement
recess 42 are respectively disposed in end surfaces of
the second movable member 13 in the front-rear direc-
tion. The first engagement recess 41 and the second
engagement recess 42 are located generally at a same
position in the left-right direction and the up-down direc-
tion. The first engagement recess 41 and the second
engagement recess 42 may be located in different posi-
tions in the left-right direction and/or the up-down direc-
tion. When the first engagement recess 41 and the sec-
ond engagement recess 42 are located in different posi-
tions in the left-right direction, the first engagement re-
cess 41 may be located to the right of the second en-
gagementrecess 42 or reversely, to the left of the second
engagement recess 42.

[0043] The first engagement recess 41 has opposite
side surfaces in the left-right direction and a bottom sur-
face at a rear end portion. The first engagement recess
41 is open to the front. On the other hand, the second
engagement recess 42 has opposite side surfaces in the
left-right direction and a bottom surface at a front end
portion. The second engagement recess 42 is open to
the rear.

[0044] A firstinclined surface 43 is formed in the front
end surface of the second movable member 13. The first
inclined surface 43 is inclined such that a frontend portion
(left end portion in FIG. 1) thereof is located to the left of
(in FIG. 1, below) a rear end portion thereof The first
inclined surface 43 is located to the right of the first en-
gagement recess 41. The front end portion of the first
inclined surface 43 smoothly continues to an end portion
of the right side surface of the first engagement recess
41 (upper side surface in FIG. 1) on an open portion side
via an arcuate surface having a small radius of curvature.
The front end portion of the first inclined surface 43 may
be directly intersected with the right side surface of the
first engagement recess 41.

[0045] A second inclined surface 44 is formed in the
rear end surface of the second movable member 13. The
second inclined surface 44 is inclined such that a rear
end portion (right end portion in FIG. 1) thereof is located
to the left of (in FIG. 1, below) a distal end portion thereof.
The firstinclined surface 43 and the second inclined sur-
face 44 are inclined in opposite directions. The second
inclined surface 44 is located to the right of the second
engagement recess 42. The rear end portion of the sec-
ond inclined surface 44 smoothly continues to an end
portion of the right side surface of the second engage-
ment recess 42 on an open portion side via an arcuate
surface having a small radius of curvature. The rear end
portion of the second inclined surface 44 may be directly
intersected with the right side surface of the second en-
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gagement recess 42.

[0046] A stop surface 45 is formed in the rear end sur-
face of the second movable member 13. The stop surface
45 extends rightward from a rear end of the second in-
clined surface 44 to a distal end surface of the second
movable member 13 facing rightward. The stop surface
45 is inclined with respect to a reference line (which ex-
tends generally horizontally in the front-rear direction in
this embodiment) to be described later such that a right
end portion of the stop surface 45 is located slightly in
front of a left end portion thereof. Alternatively, the stop
surface 45 may be inclined in the opposite direction or
the stop surface 45 may extend at a right angle with re-
spect to the reference line. The stop surface 45 may not
be formed at all.

[0047] Afirstengagement shaft (firstengagement por-
tion) 46 having a longitudinal direction thereof oriented
in the up-down direction is disposed in the front end por-
tion of the body 3 so as to be fixed in position. The first
engagement shaft 46 can be inserted rearward in the first
engagement recess 41 from the open portion of the first
engagement recess 41 until the first engagement shaft
46 is abutted against the bottom surface of the first en-
gagement recess 41. In an engaged state in which the
first engagement shaft 46 is inserted in the first engage-
mentrecess 41 until the firstengagement shaft 46 is abut-
ted against the bottom surface of the first engagement
recess 41, movement of the first engagement shaft 46 in
the left-right direction is blocked by the left and right side
surfaces of the first engagement recess 41 and move-
ment of the first engagement shaft 46 rearward is blocked
by the bottom surface of the first engagement recess 41.
Accordingly, when the first engagement shaft 46 is en-
gaged with the first engagement recess 41, the front end
portion of the body 3 is stopped with respect to the second
movable member 13 so as to be immovable in the left-
right direction and rearward.

[0048] A support shaft 47 having a longitudinal direc-
tion thereof oriented in the up-down direction is disposed
in a rear end portion of the body 3 so as to be fixed in
position. An operation member 48 is rotatably supported
by the support shaft 47. The operation member 48 can
be rotated between an initial position shown in FIGS. 6
to 8 and a limit position at which the operation member
48 is rotated from a position shown in FIG. 9 through a
predetermined angle in a counter-clockwise direction.
The operation member 48 is biased by a coiled spring
(biasing member) 49 disposed around the support shaft
47 in adirection from the limit position to the initial position
(clockwise direction in FIG. 1). Before the body 3 is at-
tached to the second movable member 13, the operation
member 48 is located at the initial position by the coiled
spring 49.

[0049] A second engagement shaft (second engage-
ment portion) 50 having a longitudinal direction thereof
oriented in the up-down direction is disposed in the op-
eration member 48 so as to be fixed in position. The sec-
ond engagement shaft 50 is located to the left of the sup-
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port shaft 47. Moreover, the second engagement shaft
50 is located at a portion of the operation member 48 at
which a direction of tangent of a rotation circle depicted
by a rotation of the operation member 48 between the
initial position and the limit position generally coincides
to the front-rear direction when the operation member 48
is at the initial position. Accordingly, when the operation
member 48 is rotated between the initial position and the
limit position, the second engagement shaft 50 is moved
generally in the front-rear direction. It is to be understood
that when the operation member 48 is rotated from the
initial position toward the limit position, the second en-
gagement shaft 50 is moved rearward and when the op-
eration member 48 is rotated from the limit position to-
ward the initial position, the second engagement shaft
50 is moved forward.

[0050] Inthis embodiment, in order to have the second
engagement shaft 50 moved in the front-rear direction
when the operation member 48 is rotated, the second
engagement shaft 50 is located to the left and slightly to
the rear of the support shaft 47 when the operation mem-
ber 48 is at the initial position. However, the second en-
gagement shaft 50 is not required to be located in such
a position. The second engagement shaft 50 may be lo-
cated at the same position as or slightly in front of the
support shaft 47 in the front-rear direction as long as the
second engagement shaft 50 is located to the left of the
support shaft 47.

[0051] The second engagement shaft 50 may be di-
rectly disposed at the body 3 so as to be movable in the
front-rear direction. In this case, a biasing member such
as a spring that biases the second engagement shaft 50
forward in a straight fashion may be used in place of the
coiled spring 49.

[0052] The second engagementshaft50 canbe insert-
ed forward in the second engagement recess 42 from
the open portion of the second engagement recess 42
until the second engagement shaft 50 is abutted against
the bottom surface of the second engagement recess
42.In an engaged state in which the second engagement
shaft 50 is inserted in the second engagement recess 42
until the second engagement shaft 50 is abutted against
the bottom surface of the second engagement recess
42, movement of the second engagement shaft 50 in the
left-right direction is blocked by the left and right side
surfaces of the second engagementrecess 42 and move-
ment of the second engagement shaft 50 forward is
blocked by the bottom surface of the second engagement
recess 42. Accordingly, when the second engagement
shaft 50 is engaged with the second engagement recess
42, the rear end portion of the body 3 is stopped with
respect to the second movable member 13 so as to be
immovable in the left-right direction and forward. In the
engaged state in which the second engagement shaft 50
is abutted against the bottom surface of the second en-
gagementrecess 42, the operation member 48 is located
at an engaged position, slightly before the initial position
in a direction from the limit position to the initial position.
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Therefore, the second engagement shaft 50 is main-
tained at the engaged position by the biasing force of the
coiled spring 49.

[0053] As shown in FIG. 1, in the state in which the
second engagement shaft 50 is engaged with the second
engagement recess 42, the support shaft 47 is abutted
against the stop surface 45 via the coiled spring 49, and
the body 3isimmovable forward. Accordingly, in the state
in which the second engagement shaft 50 is engaged
with the second engagement recess 42, even if the body
3 is pressed forward, the second engagement shaft 50
is not moved rearward by the bottom surface of the sec-
ond engagement recess 42 and the operation member
48 is not rotated toward the limit position against a rota-
tionally biasing force of the coiled spring 49. Moreover,
since the body 3 is not moved forward, the first engage-
ment shaft 46 is not moved forward out of the first en-
gagement recess 41. Accordingly, the first engagement
shaft 46 and the second engagement shaft 50 are main-
tained at states in which they are respectively engaged
with the first engagement recess 41 and the second en-
gagementrecess 42. Therefore, the body 3 is not moved
out of the second movable member 13 unless the oper-
ation member 48 is rotated from the engaged position
toward the limit position. As is clear from the above, the
support shaft 47 also serves as an abutment portion and
the stop surface 45 and the support shaft 47 constitute
a blocking mechanism.

[0054] Thefirstinclined surface 43, the secondinclined
surface 44, the first engagement shaft 46 and the second
engagement shaft 50 are arranged to satisfy the following
condition. The condition is that when the operation mem-
ber 48 is at the initial position, the first engagement shaft
46 and the second engagement shaft 50 can be respec-
tively abutted against the first inclined surface 43 and the
second inclined surface 44 at the same time as shown
in FIG. 6.

[0055] The firstinclined surface 43 and the second in-
clined surface 44 are formed to satisfy the following an-
gular relation. Thatis, in a state in which the first engage-
ment shaft 46 and the second engagement shaft 50 are
respectively in contact with the first inclined surface 43
and the second inclined surface 44, when a straight line
connecting a contact point between the first engagement
shaft 46 and the first inclined surface 43 and a contact
point between the second engagement shaft 50 and the
second inclined surface 44 is referred to as the reference
line, an inclination angle of the first inclined surface 43
with respect to the reference line is greater than an incli-
nation angle of the second inclined surface 44 with re-
spect to the reference line. For example, the inclination
angle of the first inclined surface 43 may be generally
between 30 to 45 degrees and the inclination angle of
the secondinclined surface 44 may be generally between
15 to 25 degrees.

[0056] Whenthe body 3is moved closertothe pedestal
1inahorizontal plane to attach the body 3 to the pedestal
1 with the first engagement shaft 46 and the second en-
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gagement shaft 50 respectively in contact with the first
inclined surface 43 and the second inclined surface 44,
a direction in which the body 3 is moved closer to the
pedestal 1 is orthogonal to the reference line. Therefore,
the angular relations of the first inclined surface 43 and
the second inclined surface 44 with respect to the refer-
ence line can be rephrased such that an inclination angle
of the firstinclined surface 43 with respect to the direction
in which the body 3 is moved closer to the pedestal 1 is
smaller than an inclination angle of the second inclined
surface 44 with respect to the same direction. The direc-
tion in which the body 3 is moved closer to the pedestal
1 may not be orthogonal to the reference line since the
body 3 is moved manually. Instead, the direction in which
the body 3 is moved closer to the pedestal 1 may be
inclined with respect to the direction orthogonal to the
reference line by several to ten and several degrees.
Therefore, the angular relations of the first inclined sur-
face 43 and the second inclined surface 44 should be
defined more practically such that an inclination angle of
the first inclined surface 43 with respect to a direction
generally the same as the direction in which the body 3
is moved closer to the pedestal 1 is smaller than an in-
clination angle of the second inclined surface 44 with
respect to the same direction. Alternatively, the angular
relations of the first inclined surface 43 and the second
inclined surface 44 should be defined such that an incli-
nation angle of the first inclined surface 43 with respect
to a direction generally orthogonal to the direction in
which the body 3 is moved closer to the pedestal 1 is
greater than an inclination angle of the second inclined
surface 44 with respect to the same direction. Consider-
ing the foregoing, itis preferable that the inclination angle
of the first inclined surface 43 should be greater than the
inclination angle of the second inclined surface 44 by ten
and several degrees.

[0057] Putting it more specifically, when the first in-
clined surface 43 and the second inclined surface 44 are
disposed at a same location in the left-right direction (the
direction in which the body 3 is moved closer to and away
from the pedestal 1), the reference line extends in the
front-rear direction on the horizontal plane. In other
words, the reference line extends parallel to the left and
right inner side surfaces of the frame on the horizontal
plane. Therefore, the inclination angle of the first inclined
surface 43 and the inclination angle of the second inclined
surface 44 are the inclination angles with respect to a
horizontal line extending in the front-rear direction and
are the inclination angles with respect to the left and right
inner side surfaces of the frame. Moreover, the body 3
is moved closer to the pedestal 1 in the left-right direction
in the horizontal plane. On the other hand, when the first
inclined surface 43 and the second inclined surface 44
are disposed at different locations in the left-right direc-
tion, the reference line is on the horizontal plane but is
inclined with respect to the front-rear direction. Therefore,
the inclination angle of the first inclined surface 43 and
the inclination angle of the second inclined surface 44
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are the inclination angles with respect to the horizontal
line (reference line) inclined with respect to the front-rear
direction. Moreover, the direction in which the body 3 is
moved closer to the pedestal 1 also is inclined with re-
spect to the front-rear direction.

[0058] Explanation as to how to attach the body 3 to
the second movable member 13 of the pedestal 1 in the
hinge device A having the features mentioned above will
be given below. To attach the body 3 to the second mov-
able member 13, the body 3 is moved closer to the second
movable member 13 (moved leftward) with an open por-
tion of the body 3 oriented leftward. At this time, the op-
eration member 48 is at the initial position. When the
body 3 is moved to a predetermined position, the first
engagement shaft 46 is abutted against the first inclined
surface 43 and the second engagement shaft 50 is abut-
ted against the second inclined surface 44 as shown in
FIG. 6.

[0059] When the body 3 is moved further leftward, the
first engagement shaft 46 would be moved forward on
the firstinclined surface 43 and the second engagement
shaft 50 would be moved rearward on the second inclined
surface 44. Since the inclination angle of the first inclined
surface 43 is greater than the inclination angle of the
second inclined surface 44, the first engagement shaft
46 is moved forward on the first inclined surface 43 as
shownin FIG. 7. As aresult, the body 3 is moved forward,
and the second engagement shaft 50 is moved forward
on the second inclined surface 44. When the second en-
gagement shaft 50 is moved forward on the second in-
clined surface 44, the second inclined surface 44 pushes
the second engagement shaft 50 rearward. However,
since a force of the coiled spring 49 causing the second
engagementshaft 50 to be moved forward is greater than
a force of the second inclined surface 44 pushing the
second engagement shaft 50 rearward, the operation
member 48 is maintained at the initial position, and there-
by, the second engagement shaft 50 is fixed in position
with respect to the body 3 in the front-rear direction.
[0060] When the body 3 is moved further leftward, the
first engagement shaft 46 is moved leftward beyond the
first inclined surface 43 and the arcuate surface contin-
uing from the first inclined surface 43 and opposed to the
open portion of the first engagement recess 41. When
the body 3 is moved further leftward in this condition, the
second engagement shaft 50 is moved rearward on the
second inclined surface 44 as shown in FIG. 8. As a re-
sult, the body 3 is moved rearward, the first engagement
shaft 46 is inserted in the first engagement recess 41
from the open portion of the first engagement recess 41
until the first engagement shaft 46 is abutted against the
bottom surface of the first engagement recess 41. Thus,
the first engagement shaft 46 is engaged with the first
engagement recess 41.

[0061] In acondition where the first engagement shaft
46 is engaged with the first engagement recess 41, the
first engagement shaft 46 is prohibited from moving left-
ward by the left side surface of the first engagement re-
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cess 41. As a result, the front end portion of the body 3
is prohibited from moving leftward. Therefore, after the
first engagement shaft 46 is engaged with the first en-
gagement recess 41, only the rear end portion of the
body 3 is moved leftward.

[0062] When the rear end portion of the body 3 is
moved leftward, the second engagement shaft 50 is
pressedrearward by the second inclined surface 44 since
the second inclined surface 44 is inclined rearward from
right to left. The second engagement shaft 50 is moved
rearward on the second inclined surface 44. Accompa-
nying the rearward movement of the second engagement
shaft 50, the operation member 48 is rotated in the di-
rection from the initial position toward the limit position
(counter-clockwise direction in FIG. 8) against the rota-
tionally biasing force of the coiled spring 49.

[0063] When the rear end portion of the body 3 is
moved further leftward, the second engagement shaft 50
is moved rearward beyond the second inclined surface
44 as shown in FIG. 9, and moved further beyond the
arcuate surface continuing from the second inclined sur-
face 44. When the second engagement shaft 50 is op-
posed to the open portion of the second engagement
recess 42, the operation member 48 is rotated in the di-
rection from the limit position toward the initial position
(clockwise direction in FIG. 9) by the coiled spring 49.
The second engagement shaft 50 is moved forward and
inserted in the second engagement recess 42. The sec-
ond engagement shaft 50 is inserted in the second en-
gagement recess 42 until the second engagement shaft
50 is abutted against the bottom surface of the second
engagement recess 42, and the second engagement
shaft 50 is engaged with the second engagement recess
42. In a state in which the second engagement shaft 50
is engaged with the second engagement recess 42,
movements of the second engagement shaft 50 in the
left-right direction and forward are respectively blocked
by the opposite side surfaces of the second engagement
recess 42 and the bottom surface of the second engage-
ment recess 42. As a result, the rear end portion of the
body 3 is engaged with the rear end portion of the second
movable member 13 so as to be immovable in the left-
right direction and immovable forward.

[0064] Since the rearward movement of the second
engagement shaft 50 is prohibited by the biasing force
of the coiled spring 49, when the body 3 is pressed for-
ward with a force greater than the biasing force of the
coiled spring 49, the body 3 would be moved forward and
the first engagement shaft 46 would be moved forward
out of the first engagement recess 41. However, in this
embodiment, since the support shaft 47 is abutted
against the stop surface 45 via the coiled spring 49 as
mentioned above, the body 3 is not moved in the front-
rear direction in a condition where the first engagement
shaft 46 and the second engagement shaft 50 are re-
spectively engaged with the first engagement recess 41
and the second engagement recess 42. Therefore, the
first engagement shaft 46 and the second engagement
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shaft 50 will not be respectively moved out of the first
engagement recess 41 and the second engagement re-
cess 42 by accident and the body 3 will not be separated
from the second movable member 13.

[0065] Toremove the body 3 from the second movable
member 13, the operation member 48 is rotated in the
counter-clockwise direction against the biasing force of
the coiled spring 49 to move the second engagement
shaft 50 rearward out of the second engagement recess
42. After that, the rear end portion of the body 3 is moved
rightward to move the second engagement shaft 50 to
the right of the second engagementrecess 42, preferably
to the right of the second inclined recess 44. Next, the
body 3 is moved forward to move the first engagement
shaft 46 forward out of the first engagement recess 41.
After that, the body 3 is moved rightward to make the
body 3 spaced from the second movable member 13 to
the right. Thereby, the body 3 can be removed from the
second movable member 13.

[0066] In the hinge device A having the features men-
tioned above, when the body 3 is moved closer to the
second movable member 13 (moved leftward) with the
first engagement shaft 46 and the second engagement
shaft 50 respectively in contact with the first inclined sur-
face 43 and the second inclined surface 44, the first en-
gagement shaft 46 is automatically engaged with the first
engagement recess 41. After that, the second engage-
ment shaft 50 is engaged with the second engagement
recess 42. Therefore, it is not required to move the door
in the front-rear direction to make the first engagement
shaft 46 engaged with the first engagement recess 41.
Thus, the body 3 can be easily attached to the second
movable member 13 (pedestal 1).

[0067] A second embodiment of the present invention
will be described hereinafter referring to FIGS. 10 to 15.
In the description of the second embodiment, only fea-
tures different from those of the first embodiment are de-
scribed. Components that are similar to those of the first
embodiment will be referred to by the same reference
numerals and explanations thereof will be omitted.
[0068] In a hinge device B according to the second
embodiment, the connecting member 4 for removably
attaching the body 3 to the second movable member 13
is different from that of the hinge device A of the first
embodiment.

[0069] A first engagement shaft (firstengagement por-
tion) 51 and a second engagement shaft (second en-
gagement portion) 52 with longitudinal directions thereof
oriented in the up-down direction are respectively dis-
posed inthe opposite end portions of the second movable
member 13 in the front and in the rear in place of the first
engagement recess 41 and the second engagement re-
cess 42 of the first embodiment. Opposite end portions
of the first engagement shaft 51 and the second engage-
ment shaft 52 in the up-down direction are respectively
projected upwards and downwards from opposite side
surfaces of the second movable member 13 respectively
facing upwards and downwards.
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[0070] First engagement recesses 53 are formed in
the body 3. Specifically, insertion recesses 54 are re-
spectively formed in front end portions of surfaces of side
wall portions 3a, 3afacing leftward. The side wall portions
3a, 3a of the body 3 respectively face upward and down-
ward. Of two side surfaces in the front and in the rear
defining the insertion recess 54, the front side surface
has the first engagement recess 53 formed in an end
portion thereof on the bottom portion side. The first en-
gagement recess 53 extends forward from the front side
surface. A front end portion of the first engagement re-
cess 53 is closed by a bottom surface. A rear end portion
of first engagement recess 53 is open to the insertion
recess 54.

[0071] Opposite end portions of the first engagement
shat 51 are respectively engageable with the first en-
gagement recesses 53. Specifically, when the body 3 is
moved leftward, the end portion of the first engagement
shat 51 is inserted in the insertion recess 54. When the
body 3 is moved rearward after the first engagement shat
51 is inserted in the insertion recess 54 until the first en-
gagement shat 51 generally contacts the bottom surface
of the insertion recess 54, the first engagement shat 51
is inserted in the first engagement recesses 53 via the
insertion recess 54. In an engaged state in which the first
engagement shat 51 is inserted in the first engagement
recesses 53 until the first engagement shat 51 is abutted
against the bottom surface of the first engagement re-
cesses 53, the first engagement shat 51 is prohibited
from moving in the left-right direction by left and right side
surfaces of the first engagement recesses 53 and the
first engagement shat 51 is prohibited from moving for-
ward by the bottom surface of the first engagement re-
cesses 53. Accordingly, in the state where the first en-
gagement shat 51 is engaged with the first engagement
recesses 53, the body 3 is prohibited from being moved
in the left-right direction and rearward with respect to the
second movable member 13 (pedestal 1).

[0072] Of the two side surfaces in the front and in the
rear defining the insertion recess 54, the front side sur-
face in which the first engagement recess 53 is formed
is a first inclined surface 55. The first inclined surface 55
extends from a surface of the side wall portion 3a facing
leftward to the first engagement recess 53. The first in-
clined surface 55 is inclined such that a rear end portion
thereofis located to the right of a front end portion thereof.
The rear end portion of the first inclined surface 55
smoothly continues to the left side surface of the first
engagement recess 53 via an arcuate surface having a
small radius of curvature.

[0073] A support shaft (abutment portion) 56 having a
longitudinal direction thereof oriented in the up-down di-
rection is disposed in the rear end portion of the body 3
so as to be fixed in position. An engagement member 57
is supported by the support shaft 56 so as to be rotatable
in the horizontal direction. The engagement member 57
can be rotated between an initial position shown in FIGS.
11 and 12 and a limit position located slightly to the front
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of a position shown in FIG. 14 in a counter-clockwise
direction. The engagement member 57 is biased in a
direction from the limit position to the initial position
(clockwise direction in FIGS. 10 to 15) by a coiled spring
(biasing member) 58. When the body 3 is separated from
the second movable member 13, the engagement mem-
ber 57 is located at the initial position by a rotationally
biasing force of the coiled spring 58.

[0074] A second engagement recess 59 is formed in
the engagement member 57. The second engagement
recess 59 is disposed in an end portion of the engage-
ment member 57 at the initial position, the end portion
being located to the left of the support shaft 56. Specifi-
cally, the second engagement recess 59 is disposed in
a portion of the engagement member 57 at which a di-
rection of tangent of a rotation circle depicted by a rotation
of the engagement member 57 about the support shaft
56 is generally oriented in the front-rear direction. More-
over, this portion is located to the left (pedestal 1 side)
of the support shaft 56. Accordingly, when the engage-
ment member 57 is rotated between the initial position
and the limit position, the second engagement recess 59
is moved generally in the front-rear direction. The second
engagementrecess 59 is disposed such that the second
engagementrecess 59 extends in the front-rear direction
whenthe engagementmember 57 is at the initial position.
An end portion of the second engagement recess 59 in
the front is open to the front and an end portion of the
second engagement recess 59 in the rear is closed by a
bottom surface.

[0075] Asecondengagementshaft52 canbeengaged
with the second engagement recess 59. Specifically, the
second engagement shaft 52 can be inserted into the
second engagement recess 59 from an open portion of
the second engagement recess 59. When the second
engagement shaft 52 is inserted into the second engage-
ment recess 59 up to an engaged position in which the
second engagement shaft 52 is abutted against the bot-
tom surface of the second engagement recess 59, the
second engagement shaft 52 is engaged with the second
engagement recess 59. In a state in which the second
engagement shaft 52 is engaged with the second en-
gagement recess 59, the second engagement shaft 52
is prohibited from being moved in the left-right direction
by left and right side surfaces of the second engagement
recess 59 and the second engagement shaft 52 is pro-
hibited from being moved rearward by the bottom surface
of the second engagement recess 59. As a result, the
rear end portion of the body 3 is caught by the second
movable member 13 of the pedestal 1 so as to be im-
movable in the left-right direction and rearward. The en-
gaged position is a position slightly before the initial po-
sition in a direction from the limit position to the initial
position as with the engaged position in the hinge device
A. Therefore, the engagement member 57 is maintained
at the engaged position by the rotationally biasing force
of the coiled spring 58.

[0076] A second inclined surface 60 is formed in the
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engagement member 57. The second inclined surface
60 is disposed so as to be located to the left of the second
engagement recess 59 when the engagement member
57 is at the initial position. The second inclined surface
60 is inclined such that a front end portion thereof is lo-
cated to the right of a rear end portion thereof when the
engagement member 57 is at the initial position. That is,
the second inclined surface 60 is inclined in the opposite
direction from the first inclined surface 55. It is to be un-
derstood that an inclination angle of the second inclined
surface 60 with respect to the reference line is smaller
than an inclination angle of the first inclined surface 55
with respect to the reference line.

[0077] A third inclined surface 61 is formed in the en-
gagement member 57. The third inclined surface 61 is
disposed such that a rear end portion of the third inclined
surface 61 continues smoothly from the front end portion
of the second inclined surface 60. The third inclined sur-
face 61 is inclined such that a front end portion thereof
is located to the right of a rear end portion thereof. An
inclination angle of the third inclined surface 61 is greater
than the inclination angle of the first inclined surface 55.
The front end portion (right end portion) of the third in-
clined surface 61 smoothly continues to an end portion
of the left side surface of the second engagement recess
59 on the open portion side via an arcuate surface having
a small radius of curvature. As a result, the front end
portion of the second inclined surface 60 smoothly con-
tinues to the end portion of the left side surface of the
second engagement recess 59 on the open portion side
via the third inclined surface 61 and the arcuate surface.
[0078] In the hinge device B having the features men-
tioned above, the body 3 can be attached to the second
movable member 13 of the pedestal 1 in the following
manner. Firstly, as shown in FIG. 11, the first engage-
ment shaft 51 and the second engagement shaft 52 are
respectively pressed against the first inclined surface 55
and the second inclined surface 60. With the first engage-
mentshaft 51 and the second engagementshaft 52 main-
tained in this state, the body 3 is moved leftward (moved
closer to the pedestal 1). Since the inclination angle of
the firstinclined surface 55 is greater than the inclination
angle of the second inclined surface 60, the first engage-
ment shaft 51 is moved relatively rearward on the first
inclined surface 55. Accompanying the rearward move-
ment of the first engagement shaft 51, the body 3 is
moved forward and the second engagement shaft 52 is
moved forward on the second inclined surface 60.
[0079] When the first engagement shaft 51 is moved
beyond the firstinclined surface 55, the first engagement
shaft 51 is opposed to the open portion of the first en-
gagement recess 53. When the body 3 is moved further
leftward with the first engagement shaft 51 in this state,
the first engagement shaft 51 is abutted against the bot-
tom surface of the insertion recess 54. As a result, the
front end portion of the body 3 is prohibited from moving
leftward. Therefore, thereafter, only the rear end portion
of the body 3 can be moved leftward. When the rear end
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portion of the body 3 is moved leftward, the second en-
gagement shaft 52 is moved relatively forward by the
second inclined surface 60, and the body 3 is moved
rearward. Thereby, the first engagement shaft 51 is in-
serted in the first engagement recess 53 until the first
engagement shaft 51 is abutted against the bottom sur-
face of the first engagement recess 53 (see to FIG. 12).
[0080] When the body 3 is moved further leftward after
the first engagement shaft 51 is inserted in the first en-
gagement recess 53 until the first engagement shaft 51
is abutted against the bottom surface of the first engage-
ment recess 53, the second inclined surface 60 is moved
rearward by the second engagement shaft 52. As aresult,
the engagement member 57 is rotated from the initial
position toward the limit position. When the rear end por-
tion of the body 3 is moved further leftward and the en-
gagement member 57 is rotated from the initial position
toward the limit position through a predetermined angle,
the second engagement shaft 52 is moved beyond the
second inclined surface 60 to be contacted with the third
inclined surface 61 as shown in FIG. 13.

[0081] When the rear end portion of the body 3 is
moved further leftward with the second engagement
shaft 52 contacted with the third inclined surface 61, the
second engagement shaft 52 is moved beyond the third
inclined surface 61 to be contacted with the arcuate sur-
face as shown in FIG. 14. When the second engagement
shaft 52 is moved beyond a portion of the arcuate surface
at the front-most side, the engagement member 57 is
rotated from the limit position side toward the initial po-
sition by the coiled spring 58, and the second engage-
ment shaft 52 is inserted in the second engagement re-
cess 59 (see FIG. 15). The second engagement shaft 52
is inserted in the second engagement recess 59 until the
second engagement shaft 52 is abutted against the bot-
tom surface of the second engagement recess 59 (see
FIG. 10). When the second engagement shaft 52 is abut-
ted against the bottom surface of the second engage-
ment recess 59, the second engagement shaft 52 is en-
gaged with the second engagement recess 59 and the
engagement member 57 is stopped at the engaged po-
sition. When the second engagement shaft 52 is engaged
with the second engagement recess 59, the rear end
portion of the body 3 is immovable in the left-right direc-
tion and immovable forward.

[0082] In this manner, the front end portion and the
rear end portion of the body 3 are respectively disen-
gageably engaged with the front end portion and the rear
end portion of the second movable member 13 of the
pedestal 1, thereby the body 3 being removably attached
to the second movable member 13. The body 3 can be
removed from the second movable member 13 by rotat-
ing the engagement member 57 from the engaged posi-
tion toward the limit position through a predetermined
angle.

[0083] In the second embodiment described above,
the second engagement shaft 52 is disposed in a rear
end portion of the pedestal 1 so as to be fixed in position
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and the engagement member 57 is roatably disposed in
the rear end portion of the body 3. Alternatively, the en-
gagement member 57 may be roatably disposed in the
rear end portion of the pedestal 1 and the second en-
gagement shaft 52 may be disposed in the rear end por-
tion of the body 3 so as to be fixed in position. Even in
such a modified embodiment, the second engagement
recess 59 and the second inclined surface 60 are dis-
posedin the engagement member 57. Moreover, the sec-
ond engagement recess 59 is open in the same direction
as the first engagement recess 53.

[0084] When the engagement member 57 is disposed
in the rear end portion of the pedestal 1 and the second
engagement shaft 52 is disposed in the rear end portion
of the body 3, the first engagement recess 53 may be
disposed in a front end portion of the pedestal 1 in the
similar manner to the first engagement recess 41 and
the first engagement shaft 51 may be disposed in the
front end portion of the body 3 so as to be fixed in position.
[0085] Moreover,inthe second embodimentdescribed
above, the firstengagement recess 53 is open to the rear
and the second engagement recess 59 is open to the
front. Alternatively, the first engagement recess 53 may
be open to the front and the second engagement recess
59 may be open to the rear. In this case, inclination di-
rections of the first inclined surface 55 and the second
inclined surface 60 may be respectively opposite to the
inclination directions thereof in the second embodiment.
[0086] Such modifications may be combined.

Industrial Applicability

[0087] The hinge device according to the present in-
vention may be used as a hinge device that connects a
door to a frame in a rotatable fashion, particularly as a
hinge device for connecting a heavy door.

Explanation of Numerals
[0088]

hinge device
hinge device
pedestal
mounting member
body
connecting member
1 first engagement recess
42  second engagement recess
43 firstinclined surface
44  second inclined surface
45  stop surface
46 first engagement shaft (first engagement portion)
47  support shaft (abutment portion)
48  operation member
49  coiled spring (biasing member)
50 second engagement shaft (second engagement
portion)

AR WON-T>
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51 first engagement shaft (first engagement portion)

52 second engagement shaft (second engagement
portion)

53 first engagement recess

55 firstinclined surface

57 engagement member

58 coiled spring (rotationally biasing member)

59 second engagement recess

60 second inclined surface

Claims

1. A hinge device comprising:

a pedestal (1) to be attached to a frame;
amounting member (2) to be attached to a door;
and

a body (3) removably attached to the pedestal
(1) via a connecting member (4), the mounting
member (2) rotatably connected to a front end
portion of the body (3), wherein

the connecting member (4) comprises:

a first engagement recess (41) that is dis-
posed in a front end portion of the pedestal
(1) and that is open to a front;

a first engagement portion (46) that is dis-
posed in a front end portion of the body (3)
so as to be fixed in position and that can be
engaged with the first engagement recess
(41)soas to be engageable and disengage-
able through an open portion of the first en-
gagement recess (41) in a front-rear direc-
tion;

a second engagement recess (42) that is
disposed in a rear end portion of the ped-
estal (1) and that is open to a rear;

a second engagement portion (50) that is
disposed in a rear end portion of the body
(3) so as to be movable in the front-rear di-
rection and that can be engaged with the
second engagement recess (42) so as to
be engageable and disengageable through
an open portion of the second engagement
recess (42) in the front-rear direction; and
a biasing member (49) that biases the sec-
ond engagement portion (50) in a direction
for engaging the second engagement por-
tion (50) with the second engagement re-
cess (42),

CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a firstinclined sur-
face (43) and a second inclined surface (44) are
respectively formed in the front end portion and
the rear end portion of the pedestal (1), when
the body (3) is moved closer to the pedestal (1)
to attach the body (3) to the pedestal (1), the
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first engagement portion (46) and the second
engagement portion (50) respectively abutted
against the first inclined surface (43) and the
second inclined surface (44);

thefirstinclined surface (43) is inclined such that
a front end portion thereof is located in front of
arear end portion thereof in a direction in which
the body (3) is moved closer to the pedestal (1)
and the first inclined surface (43) is disposed
such that the front end portion thereof continues
from the open portion of the first engagement
recess (41);

the second inclined surface (44) is inclined such
that a rear end portion thereof is located in front
of a front end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body (3) is moved closer to the ped-
estal (1) and the second inclined surface (44) is
disposed such that the rear end portion thereof
continues from the open portion of the second
engagement recess (42); and

an inclination angle of the first inclined surface
(43) with respect to a reference line that con-
nects a contact point between the first engage-
ment shaft (46) and the firstinclined surface (43)
and a contact pointbetween the second engage-
ment shaft (50) and the second inclined surface
(44) is greater than an inclination angle of the
second inclined surface (44) with respect to the
reference line.

2. A hinge device comprising:

a pedestal (1) to be attached to a frame;

a mounting member (2) to be attached to a door;
and

a body (3) removably attached to the pedestal
(1) via a connecting member (4), the mounting
member (2) rotatably connected to a front end
portion of the body (3), wherein

the connecting member (4) comprises:

a first engagement recess (53) that is dis-
posed in a front end portion of the body (3)
and that is open to a front or a rear;

a first engagement portion (51) that is dis-
posed in a front end portion of the pedestal
(1) so as to be fixed in position and that can
be engaged with the first engagement re-
cess (53) so as to be engageable and dis-
engageable through an open portion of the
first engagement recess (53) in a front-rear
direction;

an engagement member (57) disposedin a
rear end portion of the body (3) such that at
least an end portion of the engagement
member (57) on the pedestal (1) side can
be moved in the front-rear direction;

a second engagement recess (59) that is
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disposed in an end portion of the engage-
ment member (57) on the pedestal (1) side
and that is open in a direction opposite to
the direction in which the first engagement
recess (51) is open;

a biasing member (58) that biases the en-
gagement member (57) in a direction from
abottom portion of the second engagement
recess (59) to an open portion of the second
engagement recess (59); and

a second engagement portion (52) that is
disposed in a rear end portion of the ped-
estal (1) so as to be fixed in position and
that can be engaged with the second en-
gagement recess (59) so as to be engage-
able and disengageable through the open
portion of the second engagement recess
(59) in the front-rear direction,

and

thefirstengagement portion (51) and the second
engagement portion (52) are maintained in a
state in which the first engagement portion (51)
and the second engagement portion (52) are re-
spectively engaged with the first engagement
recess (53) and the second engagementrecess
(59) by a biasing force of the biasing member
(58), thereby the body (3) removably attached
to the pedestal (1),

CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a firstinclined sur-
face (55) and a second inclined surface (60) are
respectively formed in the front end portion of
the body (3) and the end portion of the engage-
ment member (57) on the pedestal (1) side,
when the body (3) is moved closer to the ped-
estal (1) to attach the body (3) to the pedestal
(1), the first engagement portion (51) and the
second engagement portion (52) respectively
abutted againstthefirstinclined surface (55) and
the second inclined surface (60);
thefirstinclined surface (55) is inclined such that
arear end portion thereof in a direction in which
the body (3) is moved closer to the pedestal (1)
is located in front of a front end portion thereof
in a direction from a bottom portion of the first
engagement recess (53) to the open portion of
the first engagement recess (53) and the first
inclined surface (55) is disposed such that the
rear end portion thereof in the direction in which
the body (3) is moved closer to the pedestal (1)
continues from the open portion of the first en-
gagement recess (53);

the second inclined surface (60) is inclined such
that a rear end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body (3) is moved closer to the ped-
estal (1) is located in front of a front end portion
thereof in a direction from the bottom portion of
the second engagement recess (59) to the open
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portion of the second engagement recess (59)
and the second inclined surface (60) is disposed
such that the rear end portion thereof in the di-
rection in which the body (3) is moved closer to
the pedestal (1) continues from the open portion
of the second engagement recess (59); and
an inclination angle of the first inclined surface
(55) with respect to a reference line that con-
nects a contact point between the first engage-
ment portion (51) and the first inclined surface
(55) and a contact point between the second
engagement portion (52) and the second in-
clined surface (60) is greater than an inclination
angle of the second inclined surface (60) with
respect to the reference line.

3. The hinge device according to claim 2, wherein the
first engagement recess (53) is open to the rear and
the second engagement recess (59) is open to the
front.

4. A hinge device comprising:

a pedestal to be attached to a frame;

a mounting member to be attached to a door;
and

a body removably attached to the pedestal via
aconnecting member, the mounting member ro-
tatably connected to a front end portion of the
body, wherein

the connecting member comprises:

a first engagement recess that is disposed
in a front end portion of the body and that
is open to a front or a rear;

a first engagement portion that is disposed
in a front end portion of the pedestal so as
to be fixed in position and that can be en-
gaged with the first engagement recess so
as to be engageable and disengageable
through an open portion of the first engage-
ment recess in a front-rear direction;

an engagement member disposed in a rear
end portion of the pedestal such that at least
an end portion of the engagement member
on the body side can be moved in the front-
rear direction;

a second engagement recess that is dis-
posed in an end portion of the engagement
member on the body side and that is open
in the same direction as the first engage-
ment recess;

a biasing member that biases the engage-
ment member in a direction from a bottom
portion of the second engagement recess
to an open portion of the second engage-
ment recess; and

a second engagement portion that is dis-
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posed in a rear end portion of the body so
as to be fixed in position and that can be
engaged with the second engagement re-
cess so as to be engageable and disen-
gageable through the open portion of the
second engagementrecess in the front-rear
direction, and

the first engagement portion and the second en-
gagement portion are maintained in a state in
which the first engagement portion and the sec-
ond engagement portion are respectively en-
gaged with the first engagement recess and the
second engagement recess by a biasing force
of the biasing member, thereby the body remov-
ably attached to the pedestal,
CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a firstinclined sur-
face and a second inclined surface are respec-
tively formed in the front end portion of the body
and the end portion of the engagement member
on the body side, when the body is moved closer
to the pedestalto attach the body to the pedestal,
the first engagement portion and the second en-
gagement portion respectively abutted against
the firstinclined surface and the second inclined
surface;

the first inclined surface is inclined such that a
rear end portion thereof in a direction in which
the body is moved closer to the pedestal is lo-
cated in front of a front end portion thereof in a
direction from a bottom portion of the first en-
gagement recess to the open portion of the first
engagement recess and the first inclined sur-
face is disposed such that the rear end portion
thereof in the direction in which the body is
moved closer to the pedestal continues from the
open portion of the first engagement recess;
the second inclined surface is inclined such that
a front end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body is moved closer to the pedestal
is located in front of a rear end portion thereof
in a direction from the bottom portion of the sec-
ond engagement recess to the open portion of
the second engagement recess and the second
inclined surface is disposed such that the front
end portion thereof in the direction in which the
body is moved closer to the pedestal continues
from the open portion of the second engagement
recess; and

an inclination angle of the first inclined surface
with respect to a reference line that connects a
contact point between the first engagement por-
tion and the first inclined surface and a contact
point between the second engagement portion
and the second inclined surface is greater than
an inclination angle of the second inclined sur-
face with respect to the reference line.
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5.

The hinge device according to claim 4, wherein the
first engagement recess is open to the rear and the
second engagement recess is open to the rear.

A hinge device comprising:

a pedestal to be attached to a frame;

a mounting member to be attached to a door;
and

a body removably attached to the pedestal via
aconnecting member, the mounting member ro-
tatably connected to a front end portion of the
body, wherein

the connecting member comprises:

a first engagement recess that is disposed
in a front end portion of the pedestal and
that is open to a front or a rear;

a first engagement portion that is disposed
in a front end portion of the body so as to
be fixed in position and that can be engaged
with the first engagement recess so as to
be engageable and disengageable through
an open portion of the first engagement re-
cess in a front-rear direction;

an engagement member disposed in a rear
end portion of the pedestal such that at least
an end portion of the engagement member
on the body side can be moved in the front-
rear direction;

a second engagement recess that is dis-
posed in an end portion of the engagement
member on the body side and that is open
in a direction opposite to the direction in
which the first engagement recess is open;
a biasing member that biases the engage-
ment member in a direction from a bottom
portion of the second engagement recess
to an open portion of the second engage-
ment recess; and

a second engagement portion that is dis-
posed in a rear end portion of the body so
as to be fixed in position and that can be
engaged with the second engagement re-
cess so as to be engageable and disen-
gageable through the open portion of the
second engagementrecessin the front-rear
direction, and

the first engagement portion and the second en-
gagement portion are maintained in a state in
which the first engagement portion and the sec-
ond engagement portion are respectively en-
gaged with the first engagement recess and the
second engagement recess by a biasing force
of the biasing member, thereby the body remov-
ably attached to the pedestal,

CHARACTERIZED IN THAT a first inclined sur-
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face and a second inclined surface are respec-
tively formed in the front end portion of the ped-
estal and the end portion of the engagement
member on the body side, when the body is
moved closer to the pedestal to attach the body
to the pedestal, the first engagement portion and
the second engagement portion respectively
abutted against the first inclined surface and the
second inclined surface;

the first inclined surface is inclined such that a
front end portion thereof in a direction in which
the body is moved closer to the pedestal is lo-
cated in front of a rear end portion thereof in a
direction from a bottom portion of the first en-
gagement recess to the open portion of the first
engagement recess and the first inclined sur-
face is disposed such that the front end portion
thereof in the direction in which the body is
moved closer to the pedestal continues from the
open portion of the first engagement recess;
the second inclined surface is inclined such that
a front end portion thereof in the direction in
which the body is moved closer to the pedestal
is located in front of a rear end portion thereof
in a direction from the bottom portion of the sec-
ond engagement recess to the open portion of
the second engagement recess and the second
inclined surface is disposed such that the front
end portion thereof in the direction in which the
body is moved closer to the pedestal continues
from the open portion of the second engagement
recess; and

an inclination angle of the first inclined surface
with respect to a reference line that connects a
contact point between the first engagement por-
tion and the first inclined surface and a contact
point between the second engagement portion
and the second inclined surface is greater than
an inclination angle of the second inclined sur-
face with respect to the reference line.

The hinge device according to claim 6, wherein the
first engagement recess is open to the front and the
second engagement recess is open to the rear.

The hinge device according to any one of claims 1
to 7, further comprising a blocking mechanism that
prohibits the first engagement portion (46; 51) from
being moved out of the first engagement recess (41;
53) when the first engagement portion (46; 51) is
engaged with the first engagement recess (41; 53).

The hinge device according to claim 8, wherein the
blocking mechanism comprises:

a stopping surface (45) disposed in one of the
pedestal (1) and the body (3); and
an abutment portion (47; 56) that is disposed in
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the other of the pedestal (1) and the body (3)
and that prohibits the first engagement portion
(46; 51) engaged with the first engagement re-
cess (41; 53) from being moved toward the open
portion of the first engagement recess (41; 53)
by being abutted against the stopping surface
(45).
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