EP 2 857 327 A1

(1 9) Europdisches
Patentamt
European
Patent Office
Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(43) Date of publication:
08.04.2015 Bulletin 2015/15

(21) Application number: 13187213.7

(22) Date of filing: 03.10.2013

(11) EP 2 857 327 A1

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntClL:

B65D 43/02 (2006.01) B65D 45/30 (2006.07)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB
GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME

(71) Applicant: ANL Plastics
3830 Wellen (BE)

(72) Inventor: Vanmechelen, Laurent
3690 Zutendaal (BE)

(74) Representative: BiiP cvba
Culliganlaan 1B
1831 Diegem (Bruxelles) (BE)

(54)

Container intended for packaging a product and method of locking a cover lid and a base

member of such a container to one another.

(57) A container (1) comprising a cover lid (2) and a
base member (3), a cover lid border region (11) by which
it can abut on a base member border region (12) so to
formin an abutting status an enclosure, a tubular element
(4) by which the container (1) can be brought into a com-
pletely assembled status, having dimensions suitable for

surrounding the cover lid (2) and the base member (3)
when brought in the abutting status and provided with
locking means (18) for keeping the cover lid (2) and the
base member (3) together in said completely assembled
status.

e
18
|

E/\\

2528 29 28

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 2 857 327 A1 2

Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates in firstinstance to
a container intended for packaging a product.

[0002] Such a product will typically be a food product,
typically intended for immediate consumption, and can
for example be a cake, a pie, a pastry, a tart or the like
as well as a sandwich, a salad, a pizza, a fruit or a com-
plete prepared dish and so on.

[0003] It is of course not excluded from the invention
to use the container for packaging non-food products.
[0004] In particular, the present invention relates to
such a container comprising a base member and a cover
lid, the cover lid provided with a cover lid border region
by which it can abut on a base member border region
provided at the base member, so to form in an abutting
status an enclosure for enclosing the product.

[0005] According to the state of the art many types of
such containers exist for packaging products, such as
food products, which have nevertheless some draw-
backs.

[0006] Some disadvantages of the known containers
for packaging products are related to the means by which
the cover and base member are kept together after their
assembly into an enclosure for keeping the food product.
[0007] For example, from EP 2.535.283 a two lid box
is known, comprising a base member and a cover lid and
having locking means by which the cover lid can be
locked to the base member.

[0008] Thebase memberisformed by a bottom having
at its periphery upstanding walls connected to one an-
other by means of corner pieces.

[0009] Each cornerpieceis provided with a horizontally
directed opening as well as with a vertically directed slit
extending upwards from the centre of the corresponding
horizontal opening.

[0010] The side walls and corner pieces are inclined
with respect to the bottom of the base member and ex-
tend outwardly in a direction away from the bottom.
[0011] The cover lid is provided with a top side from
which inclined lateral sides extend outwardly and it has
dimensions so that it can be partly introduced into the
base member.

[0012] A resilient V-shaped cornice surrounds the pe-
riphery of the lateral sides of the cover lid and has round-
ed corners which can be introduced into the openings
and slits of the base member.

[0013] Inordertolockthe coverlidtothe base member,
the cover lid is lowered into the base member while ex-
erting a pressure to open the slits in the base member,
so that the rounded corners of the cornice can penetrate
into the slits and openings of the base member.

[0014] A first disadvantage of this kind of known con-
tainers is that the cover lid and base member have to be
made of a resilient, somewhat flexible material allowing
acertain deformation required during the action of locking
the cover lid to the base member.

[0015] Anotherdrawback of this kind of known contain-
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ers is that the cover lid and base member have to be
provided with a special shape, i.e. with outwardly extend-
ing side walls, so to allow the cover lid of being introduced
into the base member and to provide in a pressure build-
up at the corners in order to open the slits in the base
member during lowering of the cover lid.

[0016] As aconsequence, there is not a lot of freedom
for designing different containers having all kinds of
shapes.

[0017] Still another disadvantage of this kind of known
containers, which is linked to their shape, is the fact that
in the locked status the cover lid and base member are
not forming a tight enclosure for protecting the product
kept in it.

[0018] Indeed, dust and all kinds of bacterial contam-
inants or even small insects can easily enter the enclo-
sure through the gaps between the side walls of the base
member and the cornice of the cover lid, which is unac-
ceptable in most food processing industries.

[0019] Furthermore, the unlocking of the cover lid from
the base member is far from practical, since the defor-
mation required for pulling the corners of the cover lid
out of the openings and slits in the base member is ac-
tually hindered by the shape of the cover lid and the base
member and it is suggested that a product is in practice
taken out the container by tearing away a side wall.
[0020] So,itisclearthatsuchacontainerisnotsuitable
for multiple reuses, while the food product kept in it is
intended for being consummated at once.

[0021] From US 5.860.530 a similar type of container
is known having essentially the same drawbacks.
[0022] Anothertype of known containersis forexample
disclosed in EP 1.435.330 and comprises a base mem-
ber and a cover lid provided with corresponding periph-
eral flanges.

[0023] The peripheral flanges comprise each a periph-
eral rim shaped such that in a closed position of the con-
tainer the peripheral rims lie substantially in one surface.
[0024] In that manner the container can be sealed by
means of a sheet like sealing member applied on the
adjacent peripheral rims which lie for that purpose in one
surface.

[0025] The sheet like sealing can be made of a plastic
material which can be welded to the material of the base
member and the cover lid, or it can be an adhesive foil
which can be stuck thereon.

[0026] It is clear that such a known container can be
sealed perfectly, but that on the other hand for opening
the container the welded sheet like sealing or the adhe-
sive foil has to be peeled from the peripheral rims, which
is often not easy, while reuse of the container is for the
same reasons excluded or difficult due to destruction or
possible deformations of the sheet like sealing during
opening of the container and due to the rather slim shape
of the sheet like sealing.

[0027] Furthermore, the peripheral flange of the cover
lid has a part intended for cooperating with a part of the
peripheral flange of the base member in order to allow
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an easy positioning of the cover lid on the base member.
[0028] This, together with the fact that the peripheral
flanges have a peripheral rim lying in one surface, when
the container is closed, makes that the peripheral flange
of the base member has a width extending with its afore-
mentioned peripheral rim outside the flange of the cover
lid, so that the total width of the flanges of the container
is very big, which is very disadvantageous when stowing
multiple containers for example in a box.

[0029] Anotherdisadvantage of this known type of con-
tainers is that the welding of a sealing or the fabrication
of a suitable adhesive foil requires complicated produc-
tion methods, which is not cost effective in cases where
a sealing of the container is not a requirement.

[0030] It is therefore an objective of this invention to
overcome one or more of the above-mentioned draw-
backs or possibly other non-mentioned drawbacks of the
known containers.

[0031] In particular, it is an objective of the present in-
vention to provide a container for packaging a product,
the cover and base member of which being easily lock-
able, while allowing opening and closing of the container
multiple times without any problems.

[0032] Itis furthermore an objective of the present in-
vention to provide a container which can be very easily
produced in a cost effective manner, with materials that
can be recycled.

[0033] It is still another objective of the invention to
provide a very cheap manner of labelling such a contain-
er.

[0034] To this aim, the invention proposes, a container
intended for packaging a product, such as afood product,
comprising a base member and a cover lid, the cover lid
provided with a cover lid border region by which it can
abut on a base member border region provided at the
base member, so to form in an abutting status an enclo-
sure for enclosing the product, the container comprising
additionally a tubular element by which the container can
be brought into a completely assembled status, the tu-
bular element having dimensions suitable for surround-
ing, in the completely assembled status, the base mem-
ber and cover lid when brought in the abutting status,
and provided with locking means for keeping the cover
lid and the base member together in said completely as-
sembled status.

[0035] A first advantage of such a container in accord-
ance with the present invention is that it is provided with
a tubular element for locking the cover lid to the base
member.

[0036] Inthatway the container can be kept very com-
pact, while the tubular element is easily applied over and
taken from the cover lid and base member, when in the
abutting status.

[0037] Another advantage of the tubular shape of the
tubular element is that advertisements or other informa-
tion can be printed onit, whichis clearly visible to the user.
[0038] In that way the locking means of the container
can be used at the same time for labeling the container,
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for example in order to identify the product in the con-
tainer.

[0039] As aconsequence, with a type of container ac-
cording to the invention, the cover lid and base member
can be made in a standard shape without any information
provided on it, so that it is suitable for varying products,
while only the tubular element needs to be adapted de-
pending on the product packaged in it.

[0040] With the known containers usually information
is printed on the cover lid or base member, so that for
each different product the cover lid or base member has
to be adapted, which is very costly.

[0041] In other known embodiments an additional
sheet or sticker has to be adhered to the cover lid or base
member, which implicates that apart from the materials
and manipulations needed for closing the container, ad-
ditional materials as well as additional manipulations are
needed for labeling the container, which is therefore less
cost effective.

[0042] Stillanother advantage of a containerin accord-
ance with the invention is that the cover lid has a border
region by which it can abut on a border region of the base
member, so that in the abutting status an enclosure is
formed around the product preventing dust and other
contaminations from entering into the enclosure.

[0043] In a preferred embodiment, the locking means
are in the completely assembled status of a container
according to the invention providing in a mechanical lock-
ing of the cover lid and the base member.

[0044] A big advantage of such an embodiment of a
container in accordance with the invention is that it is
easily fabricated and is suitable for multiple reuses, this,
in contrast to what it is the case in the known containers
with welded sealing elements or sealing elements pro-
vided with a sticking adhesive.

[0045] Additionally, according to a still more preferred
embodiment of a container in accordance with the inven-
tion, locking means are formed by at least one slit or
opening in the tubular element in which a base member
border region part and a cover lid border region part can
be introduced simultaneously.

[0046] Itis obvious that a simple opening in the tubular
element can be very easily provided during the fabrica-
tion process of the tubular element, while itis a very suit-
able means for locking and unlocking the cover lid and
base member.

[0047] Theinventionalsorelates toamethod of locking
a cover lid and a base member of a container according
to the invention as here before described.

[0048] Such a method according to the invention com-
prises at least the steps of:

- bringing the cover lid and the base member into an
abutting status by placing face to face a base mem-
ber border region with a cover lid border region so
to form an enclosure for enclosing the product;

- surrounding the base member and cover lid by
means of a tubular element having dimensions suit-
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able for that purpose; and,

- introducing a base member border region part and
a cover border region part into a slit in the tubular
element for locking the base member and the cover
to one another so to bring the container into a com-
pletely assembled status.

[0049] Such a method according to the invention is ad-
vantageous over the known methods in its simplicity and
effectiveness and in that the locking action can be at the
same time an action of labelling the container.

[0050] With the intention of better showing the charac-
teristics of the invention, hereafter, as example without
any limitative character, a preferred embodiment of a
container according to the invention intended for pack-
aging a product and method according to the invention
of locking a cover lid and a base member of such a con-
tainer to one another are described, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

figure 1 represents a perspective, exploded view of
a container according to the invention in the not-as-
sembled status;

figure 2 represents a perspective view of the con-
tainer of figure 1 at an intermediate step during as-
sembling, the cover and bottom of the container be-
ing brought into an abutting status; and,

figure 3 represents a perspective view of the same
container of figures 1 and 2 brought into a completely
assembled status.

[0051] The container 1in accordance with the present
invention represented in the figures 1 to 3 is intended for
packaging a product, such as a food product, not repre-
sented in the figures.

[0052] Such a container 1 comprises three elements,
which are illustrated separately in figure 1, i.e. a cover
lid 2, a base member 3, as well as a tubular element 4.
[0053] The coverlid 2 has the shape of an open-sided
receptacle, having a cover lid top face 5 with side edges
6 which form edges 6 between the cover lid top face 5
and cover lid lateral side faces 7 of the cover lid 2.
[0054] In a similar way, the base member 3 has also
the shape of an open-sided receptacle, having a base
member bottom face 8 with side edges 9 which form edg-
es 9 between the base member bottom face and base
member lateral side faces 10 of the base member 3.
[0055] In the embodiment of a container 1 according
to the invention as represented in the figures, the cover
lid lateral side faces 7 as well as the base member lateral
side faces 10 extend in a direction under a small angle
with the direction AA’ perpendicular to the cover lid top
face 5, respectively the direction BB’ perpendicular to the
base member bottom face 8.

[0056] In particular, the cover lid lateral side faces 7
and the base member lateral side faces 10 extend out-
wardly in a direction away from the cover lid top face 5,
respectively in a direction away from the base member
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bottom face 8, so that the cover lid 2 and the base mem-
ber 3 have at least partly the shape of a frustum.
[0057] Other embodiments, wherein the cover lid lat-
eral side faces 7 and/or the base member lateral side
faces 10 are for example perpendicular to the cover lid
top face 5, respectively the base member bottom face 8,
or, wherein the cover lid lateral side faces 7 and/or the
base member lateral side faces 10 make for example a
smaller or bigger angle with the direction AA’, respec-
tively BB’ are of course not excluded from the invention.
[0058] Also still other embodiments of a container 1,
with completely other shapes are not excluded.

[0059] The coverlid 2 has a cover lid border region 11
by which it can abut on a base member border region 12
provided at the base member 3, so to form, in an abutting
status, an enclosure for enclosing the product to be pack-
aged, which abutting status is illustrated in figure 2.
[0060] The cover lid border region 11 and the base
member border region 12 are formed by radially outward-
ly extending flanges 13 and 14, provided at the free bor-
der of respectively the coverlid 2 and the base member 3.
[0061] The flanges 13 and 14 have a complementary
shape abutting on one another in the abutting status and
leaving no gaps for penetration of dust.

[0062] In the embodiment represented in the figures,
the flange 13 provided at the cover lid 2 is completely
flat, while the flange 14 provided at the base member 3
is provided with a flat part 15 at its outer periphery, the
remaining part 16 of the flange 14 at its inner periphery
forming a raised part 16 with respect to the flat part 15.
[0063] The dimensions of the raised part 16 corre-
spond with the dimensions of the inner shape of the cover
lid 2 at its border region 11, so to ensure the correct po-
sitioning of the cover lid 2 on the base member 3.
[0064] Itis characteristic for the present invention that
the container 1 comprises, apart from a cover lid 2 and
a base member 3, also a tubular element 4 by which the
container 1 can be brought into a completely assembled
status, which is illustrated in figure 3.

[0065] By "tubular" shape is meant a hollow and more
or less elongated shape, which extends generally in one
direction, the tubular element 4 having not necessarily a
round cross-section.

[0066] This is for example also not the case in the em-
bodimentrepresented in the figures, the ring like element
4 having in this embodiment a more or less rectangular
cross-section, with chamfered corners, corresponding to
the shape of the cover lid 2 and the base member 3.
[0067] Nevertheless, other embodiments wherein the
tubular element 4 has for example a round, an oval or
elliptic cross-section are not excluded from the invention,
nor tubular elements 4 having a cross-section of a com-
pletely other shape such as a totally irregular shape.
[0068] In the case represented in the figures, the tu-
bular element 4 is forming an endless strip 4 having a
width W and a thickness D, which is another way of de-
scribing its tubular shape.

[0069] The width B is typically several centimetres, for
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example sufficiently wide for providing advertisements
or the like on it.

[0070] In the example of figures 1 to 3 the width W of
the tubular element 4 is constant over its entire circum-
ference, but it is not excluded from the invention to pro-
vide a tubular element 4 with a varying width W?
[0071] Preferably, the tubularelement4 has a thin wall.
[0072] The thickness D of the tubular element 4 is typ-
ically in the order of one or more millimetres ensuring,
on the one hand, that the tubular element 4 is very light,
and, on the other hand, that the tubular element 4 is suf-
ficiently stiff or rigid for keeping the cover lid 2 and base
member 3 together and for using it multiple times for lock-
ing and unlocking the cover lid 2 and base member 3
without damaging it.

[0073] Nevertheless, atubular element4 having alarg-
er thickness D or even very large thickness D is not ex-
cluded from the invention.

[0074] In the embodimentillustrated in the figures the
tubular element 4 has a constant wall thickness D, but
as an alternative the thickness D of the tubular element
4 could also vary without departing from the invention.
[0075] Furthermore, according to the invention, the tu-
bular element 4 has dimensions suitable for surrounding,
in the completely assembled status of the container 1,
the base member 3 and the cover lid 2, when those are
brought in the abutting status.

[0076] In a preferred embodiment of a container 1 ac-
cording to the invention, the tubular element 4 has di-
mensions suitable for surrounding the cover lid 2 and
base member 3 when brought in the abutting status at a
radially outward side enclosing at least partly radially
most outward edges 17 of the cover lid border region 11
and the base member border region 12.

[0077] Still more preferably, the tubular element 4 sur-
rounds, in the completely assembled status, the base
member 3 and the cover lid 2 over essentially the entire
radially outward side, i.e. the edges 17, of the cover lid
border region 11 and the base member border region 12,
except at some places used for locking the cover lid 2
and base member 3 to one another.

[0078] It is clear that, in the case of the embodiment
represented in the figures 1 to 3 these objectives can be
easily obtained by adapting the length of the endless strip
or tubular element 4.

[0079] Another aspect of the present invention is that
the tubular element 4 is provided with locking means 18
for keeping the cover lid 2 and the base member 3 to-
gether in said completely assembled status.

[0080] Preferably, in the completely assembled status
of the container 1, the locking means 18 are providing in
amechanical locking of the cover lid 2 and the base mem-
ber 3.

[0081] Mechanicallocking means 18 have advantages
over, for example, adhesives in that they can easily be
used multiple times for locking and unlocking the cover
lid 2 from the base member 3 without any substantial
deterioration of the quality of the locking mechanism.
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[0082] The fabrication processfor makingthe mechan-
ical locking means 18 can also be very simple, when the
mechanical locking means 18 are accordingly designed
with certain simplicity.

[0083] This can for example be realised by means of
locking means 18 comprising at least one slit or opening
19 in the tubular element 4 in which a cover lid border
region part 20 and a base member border region part 21
can be introduced simultaneously.

[0084] Inthe embodimentillustrated in the figures, the
tubular element 4 is provided with multiple slits or open-
ings 19, i.e. four slits or openings 19, and the container
1 is provided with multiple pairs of border region parts
22, each pair 22 comprising a cover lid border region part
21 and a base member border region part 20, which can
be introduced simultaneously in a corresponding slit or
opening 19 of the tubular element 4.

[0085] In particular, in the embodiment presently dis-
cussed, the pairs of border region parts 22 are formed
by corners 23 and 24 of the cover lid 2 and the base
member 3 respectively.

[0086] The tubular element 4 of substantially rectan-
gular shape has also corners 25 and the fore-mentioned
slits or openings 19 are provided in these corners 25.
[0087] In particular, the slits or openings 19 have a
rectangular cut-out shape of which the longest dimension
extends in a direction parallel to the direction CC’ of the
concerned side edges 26 of the tubular element 4.
[0088] In the middle of each slit or opening 19 prefer-
ably also an additional slit 27 is provided which extends
perpendicular to the fore-mentioned direction CC’.
[0089] These slits 27 allow a certain temporarily defor-
mation of the tubular element 4 near the slits or openings
19 in order to facilitate the simultaneous introduction of
the pairs of border region parts 22.

[0090] The corners 25 of the tubular element 4 are in
the case represented in the figures chamfered by being
formed by corner parts 28 which make a symmetrically
sloping edge with the remaining adjacent parts 29 and
30 of the tubular element 4.

[0091] Inthatway, during locking of the container 1 the
slits or openings 19 are exposed perfectly in front of the
corners 23 and 24 of the cover lid 2 and the base member
3, so the facilitate the locking action.

[0092] The chamfered corner parts 28 can easily be
fabricated by plying the tubular element 4 at the appro-
priate places.

[0093] Inthe embodimentillustrated in the figures, the
tubular element 4 has a straight tubular shape extending
in an axial direction EE’ and it has a cross section con-
sidered in a plane perpendicular to that axial direction
EE’ which has constant dimensions when moving along
said axial direction EE’.

[0094] Such an embodiment of a tubular element 4 as
illustrated has the advantage that it is very easily fabri-
cated, since it can be formed by simply interconnecting
the two free ends of a strip, which strip is, in the repre-
sented case, a rectangular strip, but other shapes are
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not excluded from the invention.

[0095] Inanother preferred embodiment of a container
1 in accordance with the invention, the tubular element
4 has a conical tubular shape, with a broad base and a
narrower top. Hereby, the top is directed towards the cov-
er lid 2 in the completely assembled status of the con-
tainer 1.

[0096] Such an embodiment has the advantage that
the tubular element 4 is easily applied on the cover lid 2
and base member 3 via the broad base for their inter-
locking.

[0097] At the same time it is ensured that, after the
interlocking of cover lid 2 and base member 3, the tubular
element 4 cannot be moved further in the same direction
due to its narrow top, so preventing an accidental unlock-
ing of cover lid 2 and base member 3 caused by a con-
tinued movement of the tubular element 4.

[0098] According to the invention, the tubular element
4 is preferably made of cardboard or a strong paper, but
other materials, especially biologically degradable mate-
rials are not excluded from the invention.

[0099] The cover lid 2 and base member 3 are prefer-
ably made of a plastic material suitable for keeping food
products.

[0100] The use of a container 1 in accordance with
invention is very simple and as follows.

[0101] Forlockingthe coverlid 2 and the base member
3 of a container 1 the following steps are executed.
[0102] First, the coverlid 3 and the base member 3 are
brought into an abutting status by placing face to face a
cover lid border region 11 with a base member border
region 12 so to form an enclosure for enclosing the prod-
uct to be packaged, as is illustrated in figure 2.

[0103] In the next step, the cover lid 2 and the base
member 3 are surrounded by means of the tubular ele-
ment 4 preferably at least partly over the edges 17.
[0104] Furthermore, the pairs of border regions parts
22, formed by a cover border region part 20 and a base
member border region part 21, are each introduced into
a corresponding slit or opening 19 in the tubular element
4 in order to lock the base member 3 and the cover lid 2
to one another, so to bring the containerinto a completely
assembled status, as represented in figure 3.

[0105] In order to reopen and unlock the cover lid 2
from the base member 3, the tubular element 4 is simply
removed while at the same time the pairs of border region
parts 22 are taken out of the concerned slits or openings
19.

[0106] It is clear that such a container 1 according to
the invention can be very easily fabricated, can be locked
and unlocked multiple times without any problem and is
therefore practical in use with food products that are not
consumed in one time.

[0107] The presentinvention is by no means limited to
a container 1 according to the invention intended for
packaging a product and a method according to the in-
vention of locking a cover lid 2 and a base member 3 of
such acontainer 1toone another, described as examples
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and illustrated in the drawings, but such a container 1
and such a method according to the invention can be
realised in all kinds of variants, without departing from
the scope of the invention.

Claims

1. A container (1) intended for packaging a product,
such as a food product, comprising a cover lid (2)
and a base member (3), the cover lid (2) provided
with a cover lid border region (11) by which it can
abut on a base member border region (12) provided
at the base member (3), so to form in an abutting
status an enclosure for enclosing the product, char-
acterized in that the container (1) comprises addi-
tionally a tubular element (4) by which the container
(1) can be broughtinto a completely assembled sta-
tus, the tubular element (4) having dimensions suit-
able for surrounding, in the completely assembled
status, the cover lid (2) and the base member (3)
when brought in the abutting status, and provided
with locking means (18) for keeping the cover lid (2)
and the base member (3) together in said completely
assembled status.

2. A container (1) according to claim 1, characterized
in that the tubular element (4) has dimensions suit-
able for surrounding, in the completely assembled
status, the cover lid (2) and the base member (3)
when brought in the abutting status, at a radially out-
ward side enclosing at least partly radially most out-
ward edges (17) of the cover lid border region (11)
and the base member border region (12).

3. Acontainer (1) according to claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that, in the completely assembled status, the
tubular element (4) surrounds the cover lid (2) and
the base member (3) over essentially the entire ra-
dially outward side of the cover lid border region (11)
and the base member border region (12), except at
some places used for locking the cover lid (2) and
base member (3) to one another.

4. A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the cover lid border
region (11) and the base member border region (12)
are formed by radially outwardly extending flanges
(13,14) of complementary shape abutting on one an-
other in the abutting status and leaving no gaps for
penetration of dust.

5. A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that, in the completely as-
sembled status of the container (1), the locking
means (18) are providing in a mechanical locking of
the cover lid (2) and the base member (3).
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A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the locking means (18)
are formed by at least one slit or opening (19) in the
tubular element (4) in which a cover lid border region
part (11) and a base member border region part (12)
can be introduced simultaneously.

A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the tubular element
(4) is provided with multiple slits or openings (19, 27)
and in that the container (1) is provided with multiple
pairs of border region parts (22), each comprising a
cover lid border region part (11) and a base member
border region part (12), which can be introduced si-
multaneously in a corresponding slit or opening (19)
of the ring like element (4).

A container (1) according to claim 7, characterized
in that the pairs of border region parts (22) are
formed by corners (23) of the cover lid (2) and cor-
ners (24) of the base member (3) and in that the
tubular element (4) has corners (25) in which a slit
(19) is provided.

A container according to claim 8, characterized in
that the corners (25) of the tubular element (4) are
chamfered by being formed by corner parts (28)
which make a symmetrical sloping edge with the re-
maining adjacent parts (29,30) of the tubular element

(4).

A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the tubular element
(4) has a conical tubular shape, with a broad base
and a narrower top, which top is directed towards
the cover lid (2) in the completely assembled status
of the container (1).

A container (1) according to any of claims 1 to 9,
characterized in that the tubular element (4) has a
straight tubular shape extending in an axial direction
(EE’) and having a cross section with constant di-
mensions in said axial direction (EE’).

A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the tubular element
(4) is made of cardboard and in that the cover lid (2)
and base member (3) are made of a plastic material.

A container according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the tubular element (4) is
forming an endless strip.

A container (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the tubular element

(4) is made by a strip of varying width (W).

Method of locking a cover lid (2) and a base member
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(3) of a container (1) intended for packaging a prod-
uct, such as a food product, comprising the steps of:

- bringing the cover lid (2) and the base member
(3) into an abutting status by placing face to face
a cover lid border region (11) with a base mem-
ber border region (12) so to form an enclosure
for enclosing the product;

- surrounding the cover lid (2) and the base
member (3) by means of a tubular element (4)
having dimensions suitable for that purpose;
and,

- introducing a cover lid border region part (11)
and a base member border region part (12) into
a slit or opening (19) in the tubular element (4)
forlocking the coverlid (2) and the base member
(3) to one another so to bring the container into
a completely assembled status.
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