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(67)  Theinvention relates to a receptacle for tobacco
and tobacco related articles and/or smoking articles and
a method of manufacturing the receptacle. The recepta-
cle comprises a body having a bottom wall and a side
wall coupled to the bottom wall. The side wall encom-
passes the inner space of the receptacle except for an
access opening of the body. The receptacle further com-
prises a cover for opening and closing the access open-
ing of the receptacle. The inner space of the body is di-
vided into a plurality of compartments by a plurality of
inner walls wherein the inner compartments are config-
ured to manually retrieve a content contained in the com-
partments. The receptacle comprises a first compart-
ment and at least a second compartment and the second
compartment is arranged between the side wall and the
first compartment
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Theinventionrelatestoareceptacle fortobacco
and tobacco related articles and/or smoking articles and
a method for manufacturing such a receptacle.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Receptacles for tobacco are well known in the
art. They are usually offered as cylindrical boxes which
are filled with tobacco. The tobacco is, for example used
for making cigarettes using papers and optionally filters
or for filling a pipe. However, making cigarettes and
cleaning and filling a pipe requires numerous utensils
and additional components making it difficult to carry and
handle the multiple different objects.

SUMMARY

[0003] It is an object of the invention to provide a re-
ceptacle for tobacco and tobacco related articles and/or
smoking articles and a method for manufacturing such a
receptacle allowing for an easier handling of the neces-
sary components for making a consumable tobacco re-
lated or smoking product.

[0004] In one aspect of the invention, a receptacle for
tobacco and tobacco related articles and/or smoking ar-
ticles is provided. The receptacle can comprise a body
having a bottom wall and a side wall coupled to the bottom
wall. The bottom wall and the side wall encompass the
inner space of the receptacle except for an access open-
ing of the body. There is further a cover for opening and
closing the access opening of the body. The inner space
of the body is divided into a plurality of compartments by
a plurality of inner walls. In the context of this specifica-
tion, the inner walls can comprise inner side walls and
intermediate walls. The inner side walls can be more or
less parallel to the side wall of the receptacle while the
intermediate walls can extend from the inner side walls
to the side wall of the receptacle. The inner compartments
are configured such that a content contained in the com-
partments can be manually retrieved. The aspect of the
invention generally provides an all-in-one receptacle in
which multiple components and/or utensils for creating
tobacco related articles or smoking articles can be con-
tained. The receptacle can be made of plastic, metal,
cardboard, tin or the like.

[0005] In an aspect of the invention there can be a first
compartment (main compartment) and a plurality of ad-
ditional compartments. This aspect relates to specific
types of receptacles having a large main compartment
for atobacco related article or smoking article which how-
ever need further manipulation or treatment in order to
be or become a consumable tobacco related product.
[0006] An inner diameter defined by the inner walls of
the receptacle can be shorter than a diameter defined by
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the side wall of the receptacle.

[0007] A height of at least one inner wall of the recep-
tacle can be lower than a height of the side wall of the
receptacle. In other words, one or more inner walls, in
particular inner side walls of the receptacle can be equal
to or shorter than the side wall of the body of the recep-
tacle. In other words, a height of an inner side wall or an
intermediate wall can be the same or lower than the
height of the outer side wall. Advantageously, the height
of at least one or all inner side walls can be lower than
the height of the outer side wall by 0.5 cm to 2 cm. This
allows the content of the compartments to be easily re-
trieved by grasping the content of a compartment with
the fingers or finger tips.

[0008] The receptacle can also comprise a tab in one
of the compartments in order to lift the content of a com-
partment towards the access opening. This is good man-
ner of reaching any small articles contained in the com-
partments.

[0009] The receptacle can comprise a first compart-
ment and at least a second compartment. The second
compartment can be arranged between the side wall and
the first compartment.

[0010] The receptacle can further comprise a third
compartment which is also provided between the side
wall and the first compartment.

[0011] The receptacle can comprise a fourth compart-
ment which is also provided between the side wall and
the first compartment.

[0012] Inmore generalwords, the receptacle can com-
prise a plurality of compartments, one of which is located
substantially in the center of the receptacle while the oth-
er additional compartments can be arranged along the
side wall of the compartment between the side wall and
the first compartment. The additional compartments (i.e.
for example the second, third, fourth etc. compartment)
can advantageously be arranged circumferentially
around the main compartment.

[0013] The first compartment can be the largest com-
partment of all compartments. This means that the first
compartment can be larger than the second and/or the
third compartment and/or the fourth compartment and, if
more compartments are present, larger than any further
compartment. The second, third, fourth and any further
compartment except the first compartment are also re-
ferred to as additional compartments.

[0014] The receptacle can comprise a sealing for an-
yone of the compartments. The sealing or multiple seal-
ings can be arranged on an access opening of any of the
compartments and beneath the cover.

[0015] For example, the first compartment can be
sealed with the sealing that is arranged on the access
opening of the first compartment and beneath the cover.
[0016] Atleastthe firstcompartment can be configured
to accommodate loose tobacco. The weight of the loose
tobacco in the first compartment or main compartment
is advantageously greater than 20 g, in particular the
weight is 20 g to 300 g, preferably the weight is 50g to
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200g At least the second compartment and/or other com-
partments in the inner space can then be configured to
accommodate utensils for at least partially making a con-
sumable product out of the tobacco contained in the first
compartment or for consuming the tobacco contained in
the first compartment. The second compartment can be
configured to contain papers for making cigarettes. The
third compartment can be configured to contain ciga-
rettes ready for being consumed. The fourth compart-
ment can be configured to contain filters for making filter
cigarettes with the papers and the tobacco in the recep-
tacle. There can be a fifth compartment in the receptacle
configured to accommodate matches or a lighter for light-
ing a cigarette.

[0017] The cover of the receptacle can be configured
to cover all compartments. The cover can have a lid por-
tion and a protrusion. The protrusion can be configured
such that the compartments are firmly closed, in partic-
ular in an embodiment in which anyone of the inner walls
(for example the inner side wall) has a lower height than
the outer side wall. An outer circumferential edge of the
protrusion of the cover can be inclined or chamfered in
accordance with the upper edges of the inner walls, in
particular in accordance with the upper edges of the in-
termediate walls.

[0018] Inanembodiment, the outer side wall of the first
compartment can be the inner side wall of the other com-
partments. The other compartments can be arranged at
least partially around the first compartment. The outer
side wall of the other compartments can then be the outer
side wall of the receptacle.

[0019] In an embodiment, the receptacle can have an
outer side wall and an inner side wall which separates
the other compartments from the first compartment. The
first compartment can then be arranged in the center of
the receptacle encompassed by the inner side wall. The
space between the inner side wall and the outer side wall
can be divided into compartments by intermediate walls.
The intermediate walls can extend in a direction perpen-
dicular to the inner wall and outwardly from the inner side
wall to the outer side wall.

[0020] The outer side wall of the receptacle and the
inner side wall encompassing the first compartment can
have the same cross-sectional shape. This means the
inner side wall of the first compartment can follow the
cross-sectional shape of the outer side wall of the recep-
tacle. If for example, the receptacle has a basically round
or oval cross-sectional shape, the inner side wall of the
first compartment can also have corresponding round or
oval shape with smaller diameter than the outer side wall
of the receptacle.

[0021] The outer side wall of the first compartment
and/or the inner side walls of the other compartments
can be lower than the outer side wall of the receptacle.

[0022] The minimum length and width (or diameter) of
anyone of the additional compartments is advantageous-
ly not less than 0.5 cm. This supports easy manual ac-
cess to the content of the compartments. Dependent on
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the specific embodiment, in particular for an embodiment
in which the cross-sectional shape of the inner side wall
and the outer side wall are substantially equal, the min-
imum distance between the inner side wall and the outer
side wall should not be less than 0.5 cm. The diameter
of the body of the receptacle can range from 5 cm to 15
cm. The minimum length and width of the access opening
of the first compartment (or main compartment) is advan-
tageously equal to or greater than 5 cm.

[0023] In an aspect, at least one of the compartments
of the receptacle can be configured to be refilled. The
receptacle can comprise a refill can arranged in at least
one of the compartments and in particular in the first com-
partment. The refill can may then advantageously be re-
placed once the content of the first compartment is con-
sumed. In other words, the first compartment can com-
prises a refill can which is exchangeable.

[0024] The invention also provides a method of man-
ufacturing a receptacle according to the aspects and em-
bodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0025] Further aspects and characteristics of the in-
vention ensue from the following description of the pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention with reference to
the accompanying drawings, wherein

FIG.1 shows a simplified perspective view on a re-
ceptacle according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a simplified side view on an embodi-
ment, and

FIG. 3 shows a simplified perspective view of an em-
bodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EXAMPLE EMBOD-
IMENT

[0026] FIG.1 shows a simplified perspective view on a
receptacle 1 according to an embodiment. The recepta-
cle comprises a body 2 and a cover 3. The cover 3 fits
on body 2 and serves to tightly close the access opening
or access openings of the body 2. The body 2 generally
comprises a bottom wall 5 and a side wall 4 which en-
compass the entire inner space of the receptacle except
for the access opening 6 which allows the content of the
receptacle to be removed.

[0027] The body further comprises multiple compart-
ments 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13. The first compartment
7 is arranged in the center of the body 2 and can also be
referred to as main compartment. The compartments are
created by an inner side wall 17 and a number of inter-
mediate walls 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27. The intermediate
walls 22 to 27 and the inner side wall 17 as well as the
outer side wall define the compartments.

[0028] In this embodiment, the inner side wall 17 ba-
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sically follows the cross-sectional shape of the outer side
wall 4. In the present embodiment, the cross-sectional
shape of the outer side wall 4 is circular. The cross-sec-
tional shape of the inner side wall 4 is also circular. How-
ever, in other embodiments, the inner side wall 17 can
have a different cross sectional shape than the cross-
sectional shape of the outer side wall 4. Furthermore, the
cross-sectional shapes of the inner side wall 17 and/or
the outer side wall 4 can have any convenient shape, as
for example circular, oval, rectangular, octagonal, polyg-
onal, squarish or others.

[0029] The first compartment 7 is the largest compart-
ment. There are additional compartments 8, 9, 10, 11,
12 and 13 which are arranged around the first compart-
ment 7 between the inner side wall 17 and the outer side
wall 4 of the body. The additional compartments 8 to 13
are arranged circumferentially along the inner side wall
17 and/or the outer side wall 4.

[0030] The height of the body is H1. The diameter of
the body 2 is D1. The diameter of the first compartment
is D3. The distance between the inner side wall 17 and
the outer side wall 4 is D2. D2 is also the width of an
additional compartment In the present embodiment, this
is shown for compartment 8. The width D2 is also the
width of the intermediate walls 22 to 27. In the present
embodiment, all the additional compartments 8 to 13 ad-
vantageously have the same width D2. However, in other
embodiments, the width D2 may be varied for each of
the additional compartments 8 to 13.

[0031] The height H1 of the body can generally range
from 5 cm to 25 cm. The diameter of the body can gen-
erally range from 5 cm to 15 cm. The width D2 of an
additional compartment 8 to 13 is greater than 0.5 cm.
The diameter of the first compartment 7 is generally the
difference of the width D2 of the surrounding compart-
ments and the diameter D1 of the body 2.

[0032] The length of an additional compartment is L1.
The size of the access opening of an additional compart-
ment 8 to 13 is then substantially the product of the length
L1 and the width D2 of the compartment. In the present
embodiment, in which the cross-sectional shape of the
receptacle 1 is basically circular, the length of an addi-
tional compartment corresponds to the arc length. How-
ever, in other embodiments, the shape of the compart-
ments can be different. An access opening of an addi-
tional compartment 8 to 13 should not be less than 0.5
cm by 0.5 cm. This allows the content of an additional
compartment to be manually removed.

[0033] The additional compartments 8 to 13 can also
be referred to as a second compartment 8, a third com-
partment 9, afourth compartment 10, a fifth compartment
11, a sixth compartment 12 and a seventh compartment
13. The number of additional compartments can be var-
ied.

[0034] In an embodiment, the first compartment 7 can
be configured to accommodate tobacco. The second
compartment 8 can be configured to accommodate filters
for cigarettes. The sixth compartment 12 can be config-
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ured to accommodate papers (here shown as a small
booklet of papers 14) for making cigarettes using the to-
bacco contained in the first compartment 7 and the pa-
pers contained in the sixth compartment 12. Also the fil-
ters 28 contained in the second compartment 8 can be
used for making the cigarettes. The third compartment 9
can be configured to accommodate the finished ciga-
rettes 29 which are ready to be consumed.

[0035] Generally, the receptacle 1 and in particular the
different compartments 7 to 13 can contain all compo-
nents for self-made cigarettes. The first compartment 7
may contain the tobacco, while the other additional com-
partments 8 to 13 contain utensils for making the ciga-
rettes, such as papers and filters etc. Further compart-
ments, as for example the fifth and seventh compartment
11, 13 can remain empty. However, they can also be
configured to accommodate matches or a lighter for light-
ing up the cigarettes 29.

[0036] Inanother embodiment, the additional compart-
ments may be configured to accommodate utensils for
pipe smokers, such as filters for pipes and tools for clean-
ing and filling a pipe.

[0037] FIG. 2 shows a simplified side view of some
aspects relating to an embodiment of the invention. Sim-
ilar to the previously described embodiment, the body 2
contains an inner side wall 17 and an outer side wall 4.
The inner side wall 17 has a height H2 that is lower than
the height H1 of the outer side wall 4. As an example,
there is a second compartment 8 containing a row of
filters 30. The filters are stacked one upon the other and
wrapped by a foil or the like allowing the filters of the row
to be removed one by one from the row 30.

[0038] The inner side wall 17 is lower than the outer
side wall 4 by a length D5. This difference can be in the
range of 0.5 cm to 2 cm. The different heights H1 and
H2 of the inner side wall 17 and the outer side wall 4
allow the content of the additional compartments to be
easily manually removed from the compartments.
[0039] In this embodiment, the cover 3 can be config-
ured to safely close all the compartments 7 to 13 (as
shown in FIG. 1). Therefore, the cover 3 has a lid portion
21 and a protrusion 20 protruding from the lid portion 20
in form of a nyliner or the like. The protrusion 20 extends
into the body 2 of the receptacle by a depth D6 defined
by the height of the protrusion 20 when the receptacle is
closed with the cover 3. This allows at least the first com-
partment 7 to be firmly closed. If, for example tobacco is
contained in the first compartment 7, the tobacco is pre-
vented from leaving the first compartment 7 when the
receptacle is closed. This is advantageous, especially if
the inner side wall 17 has a lower height H2 than the
outer side wall 4. The height D6 of the central part of the
protrusion is equal to or greater than D5, which is the
length by which the inner side wall 17 is shorter than the
outer side wall 4. Furthermore, the protrusion 20 can be
shaped to also close one or more of the additional com-
partments. The edges of the protrusion 20 can then be
shaped to follow the shape of the upper edges 31, 32 of
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the intermediate walls (22 to 27 shown in FIG. 1). The
upper edges 31, 32 of the intermediate walls (here only
shown for two of them) can start with a first height H2 at
the inner side wall 17 and increase their height towards
the outer side wall 4 to finally have the equal height H1
of the outer side wall 4 once they have reached the outer
side wall 4. This protrusion 20 of the cover 3 can be
shaped accordingly which provides that all compart-
ments are safely closed once the cover 3 is placed on
the body 2. In other words, the outer circumferential edge
of the protrusion of the cover 3 can be inclined or cham-
fered in accordance with the inclination of the upper edg-
es of the intermediate walls.

[0040] In the embodiments, one or more of the com-
partments 7 to 13 (as shown in FIG. 1) can be equipped
with a pull tab 18. This is illustrated with respect to com-
partment 8 in the present example. The pull tab 18 can
be used to push the content of a compartment (here the
row of filters) towards the access opening of the com-
partment if the consumer pulls at one side of the pull tab
18. The pull tab 18 can have a free end and one end
which can be attached to an inner side of the compart-
ment at point 19. This can be helpful in order to easily
and manually remove the content of a compartment, in
particular if the content comprises short and smaller
and/or loose articles.

[0041] FIG. 3 shows a simplified perspective view of
an embodimentillustrating other aspects of the invention.
In this and the other embodiments of the invention, one
or more of the compartments can be sealed with a sealing
16. The sealing serves to preserve the humidity and/or
the aroma of the articles contained in the compartments.
This can be particularly useful in order to prevent tobacco
contained in the first compartment from losing its quality.
Any sealing is then arranged on top of a compartment
and underneath the cover when the receptacle is closed.
[0042] Furthermore, the first compartment 7 can be
configured to be refilled with a refill can 15 instead of
loose tobacco. The refill can 15 can be a sealed with a
sealing 16 and be separately sold. The receptacle 1 can
then be reused by replacing the refill can 15 in the recep-
tacle by a fresh refill can 15. The refill can 15 can be
made of plastic, metal, cardboard or tin or the like. The
diameter of the refill can 15 is D4. D4 should then be
slightly smaller than the diameter D2 of the first compart-
ment 7. The refill can 15 can be attached to the inner
side of the bottom wall 5 once it is placed inside com-
partment 7 of the receptacle. The amount of tobacco con-
tained in the refill can (as well as in the main or first com-
partment 7 in general) advantageously ranges from 20
g to 300 g, preferably from 50 g to 200 g

[0043] Although the invention has been described
hereinabove with reference to specific embodiments, it
is not limited to these embodiments and no doubt further
alternatives will occur to the skilled person that lie within
the scope of the invention as claimed.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Claims

1. Areceptacle for tobacco and tobacco related articles
and/or smoking articles, the receptacle comprising
a body having a bottom wall and a side wall coupled
to the bottom wall, the side wall encompassing the
inner space of the receptacle except for an access
opening in the body, the receptacle further compris-
ing a cover for opening and closing the access open-
ing of the receptacle, wherein the inner space of the
body is divided into a plurality of compartments by a
plurality of inner walls, wherein the inner compart-
ments are configured to manually retrieve a content
from the compartments and the receptacle compris-
es a first compartment and at least a second com-
partment and the second compartment is arranged
between the side wall and the first compartment.

2. The receptacle according to claim 1, wherein an in-
ner diameter defined by the inner walls of the recep-
tacle is shorter than a diameter defined by the side
wall of the receptacle.

3. The receptacle according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a
height of at least one inner wall of the receptacle is
lower than a height of the side wall of the receptacle.

4. The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, further comprising a tab in one of the com-
partments for lifting the content of the compartment.

5. The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein the first compartment is the largest
compartment, i.e. larger than the at least second
compartment.

6. The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, further comprising a sealing for the first com-
partment which is arranged on an access opening
of the first compartment and beneath the cover.

7. The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein at least the first compartment in the
inner space is configured to accommodate loose to-
bacco and at least the second compartment in the
inner space is configured to accommodate utensils
for at least partially making a consumable product
out of the tobacco contained in the first compartment
or for consuming the tobacco contained in the first
compartment.

8. Thereceptacle according to claim 7, further compris-
ing a third compartment which is configured to con-
tain papers for making cigarettes.

9. The receptacle according to claim 8, wherein the
second compartment is configured to accommodate
finished cigarettes for being consumed.
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The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein the cover is configured to cover all
compartments.

The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein the cover comprises a protrusion ex-
tending into the body of the receptacle.

The receptacle according to claim 11, wherein an
outer circumferential edge of the protrusion of the
cover is chamfered in accordance with upper edges
of the inner walls.

The receptacle according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein at least one of the compartments is
configured to be refilled.

The receptacle according to claim 13, wherein the
first compartment comprises a refill can which is ex-
changeable.

A method of manufacturing a receptacle according
to anyone of the preceding claims.
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