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Description
BACKGROUND OF INVENTION
1. FIELD OF INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a washing ap-
paratus and, more particularly, to a mop-washing bucket
equipped with an extensible post.

2. RELATED PRIOR ART

[0002] A conventional mop-washing bucketincludes a
washing unit and a spin-drying unit arranged side by side.
This mop-washing bucket is however bulky such as dis-
closed in Chinese Design CN201330360846.2. The
problem of bulkiness has been solved by an elevation-
type washing and spin-drying bucket apparatus that in-
cludes a bucket and a cage such as disclosed in Chinese
Utility Model CN201320013544.2. The cage is coaxially
connected to a stand or extensible post that is movable
up and down on an internal side of the bucket. Thus, a
mop head is located higher than the lever of water con-
tained in the bucket and ready to be spin-dried when the
cage is lifted with the stand or elevating axle. The mop
head is located lower than the level of water contained
in the bucket and ready to be washed when the cage is
lowered with the stand or elevating axle. The mop head
cannot however be fully extended to completely wash
away mud and/or sand from the mop head because of
the cage. Moreover, the cage is connected to the stand
or extensible post via a bearing that cannot be sealed.
The mud and/or sand enter, rustand wear away the bear-
ing, thus jeopardizing the life of the elevation-type wash-
ing and spin-drying bucket apparatus.

[0003] DocumentUS 5361 448 is also known and de-
scribes a dewatering device of another kind.

[0004] The present invention is therefore intended to
obviate or at least alleviate the problems encountered in
prior art.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0005] It is the primary objective of the present inven-
tion to provide a mop-cleaning apparatus to solve the
problem of inadequate washing of a mop related to the
use of a cage and the problem of wearing away a bearing
used in such a cage.

[0006] To achieve the foregoing objective, the mop-
cleaning apparatus includes the features of appended
claim 1 and notably an extensible post connected to an
internal side of a lower portion of a bucket. The extensible
post includes a stationary element, a movable element
movably connected to the stationary element, at least
one track arranged between the stationary element and
the movable element, at least one boss movably inserted
in the track, and an axle connected to an upper end of
the movable element. The track includes a lower longi-
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tudinal groove and an upper longitudinal groove in com-
munication with the lower longitudinal grove. The axle
includes an upper end for connection to a mop.

[0007] In another aspect, the movable element in-
cludes a bore made in the upper end thereof, a lower
bushing inserted in the bore, and an upper bushing in-
serted in the bore. The axle is inserted in the upper and
lower bushings.

[0008] In another aspect, the stationary element is a
tubular element, the track is made in an internal side of
the stationary element, the boss is formed on an external
side of a lower portion of the movable element, and the
movable element is inserted in the stationary element.
[0009] Inanother aspect, the movable element is a tu-
bular element, the track is located on an external side of
the stationary element, the boss is located on an internal
side of a lower portion of the movable element, and the
stationary element is inserted in the movable element.
[0010] Inanother aspect, the movable element is a tu-
bular element, the track is located on an internal side of
the movable element, the boss is located on an external
side of an upper portion of the stationary element, and
the stationary element is inserted in the movable ele-
ment.

[0011] In another aspect, the track further includes an
annular groove for connecting the lower longitudinal
groove to the upper longitudinal groove, and each of the
lower and upper longitudinal grooves includes a slope
formed at an upper end.

[0012] In another aspect, the track further includes an
upward groove, a downward groove, a first turning
groove and a second turning groove. The upward groove
includes a lower end connected to an upper end of the
lower longitudinal groove, the downward groove includes
a lower end connected to the upper end of the lower
longitudinal groove, the first turning groove includes an
end connected to an upper end of the upward groove
and another end connected to an upper end of the upper
longitudinal groove, and the second turning groove in-
cludes an end connected to an upper end of the down-
ward groove and another end connected to the upper
end of the upper longitudinal groove.

[0013] In another aspect, the track further includes an
upward groove, a downward groove, a first turning
groove and a second turning groove. The downward
groove includes an upper end connected to a lower end
of the upper longitudinal groove, the upward groove in-
cludes an upper end connected to the lower end of the
upper longitudinal groove, the first turning groove in-
cludes an end connected to a lower end of the upward
groove and another end connected to a lower end of the
lower longitudinal groove, and

the second turning groove includes an end connected to
a lower end of the downward groove and another end
connected to the lower end of the upper longitudinal
groove.

[0014] In another aspect, the track further includes a
portconnected to the upper end of the downward groove.
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[0015] In another aspect, the track includes several
lower longitudinal grooves and an identical number of
upper longitudinal grooves, there are several bosses,
and the number of the lower longitudinal grooves is a
multiple of the number of the bosses.

[0016] Inanotheraspect, the mopincludes amop head
made with a cavity and claws for connection to the axle.
[0017] The mop-cleaning apparatus of the present in-
vention exhibits several advantages. Firstly, it allows the
mop to be in full contact with and effectively washed by
water because it does not include any cage. Secondly,
it protects the axle and the bushings from mud and/or
sand that would otherwise rust and wear away the axle
and the bushings because the gap between the axle and
the upper or lower bushing is sealed.

[0018] Other objectives, advantages and features of
the present invention will be apparent from the following
description referring to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0019] The presentinvention will be described via de-
tailed illustration of three embodiments referring to the
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a mop and a mop-
washing bucket equipped with an extensible postac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the mop, the mop-
washing bucket and the extensible post shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged partial view of the extensible
post shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a stationary ele-
ment of the extensible post shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged partial view of tracks formed
on an internal side of the stationary element of the
extensible post of the mop-washing bucket shown
in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the mop spin-dried
by the mop-washing bucket equipped with the ex-
tensible post shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is an exploded view of a mop-washing bucket
equipped with an extensible post according to the
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a mop, the mop-
washing bucket and the extensible post shown in
FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is an enlarged perspective view of several
linings and a stationary element of the extensible
post of the mop-washing bucket shown in FIG. 8;
FIG. 10is an enlarged side view of one of the linings
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11isanexploded view of amop-washing bucket
equipped with an extensible post according to the
third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is an enlarged cut-away view of the mop-
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washing bucket and the extensible post shown in
FIG. 11; and

FIG. 13 is an enlarged side view of a lining of the
extensible post shown in FIG. 11.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0020] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is a mop 120
and a mop-cleaning apparatus according to a first em-
bodiment of the present invention. The mop 120 can be
cleaned with the mop-cleaning apparatus. The mop-
cleaning apparatus includes a bucket 101 and an exten-
sible post 104. The bucket 101 includes a cavity in an
internal side of a lower portion thereof. The cavity re-
ceives a threaded collar 103. The threaded collar 103 is
secured to the lower portion of the bucket 101 via a self-
tapping screw. The threaded collar 103 includes a thread
formed on an internal side thereof. The threaded collar
103 receives the extensible post 104. The extensible post
104 includes a stationary element 105, three linings 106
and a movable element 107. The stationary element 105
is a tubular element that includes a thread formed on an
external side of a lower portion. The thread of the sta-
tionary element 105 is engaged with the thread of the
threaded collar 103. The stationary element 105 in-
cludes, on an internal side, cavities for receiving the lin-
ings 106 each including grooves. The movable element
107 is inserted in the stationary element 105. The mov-
able element 107 includes bosses 112 formed on an ex-
ternal side of a lower portion. In this embodiment, the
number ofthe bosses 112is three, identical to the number
of the linings 106. The bosses 112 are movable in the
cavities of the linings 106.

[0021] Referringto FIGS. 1 and 3, a bore 113 is made
in an upper end of the movable element 107. A lower
bushing 108 is inserted in a lower portion of the bore 113.
An axle 110 is inserted in a cavity made in an upper side
of the lower bushing 108. An upper bushing 109 is in-
serted in an upper portion of the bore 113. The axle 110
includes a middle portion inserted in the upper bushing
109. The axle 110 includes a lower end inserted in the
cavity of the lower bushing 108. An upper end of the axle
110 is located out of the bore 113, above the upper bush-
ing 109. A mop head connector 111 is connected to the
upper end of the axle 110 so that the mop head connector
111 is rotatable with the axle 110. In this embodiment,
the axle 110 is tight in the upper bushing 109 so that the
bore 113 is sealed. Thus, the axle 110 is protected from
mud and/or sand that would otherwise enter the bore 113
when the mop 120 is washed.

[0022] Referring FIGS. 1 and 3, the mop 120 includes
a mop head 121. A bore is made in a center of a lower
side of the mop head 121. Claws 122 are formed on the
wall of the bore of the mop head 121. Each of the claws
122 includes a tip formed on an internal side of a lower
portion thereof. The bore of the mop head 121 of the mop
120 receives the mop head connector 111, which is con-
ventional and will not be further descried.
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[0023] Referringto FIGS. 1 and FIG. 4, the linings 106
are joined together and located against the internal side
of the stationary element 105. As described above,
grooves are made inthe internal side of each of the linings
106. The grooves made in the internal sides of the linings
106 together become a track of the extensible post 104.
Referring to FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the track includes lower
longitudinal groove 130 and upper longitudinal grooves
131. The lower longitudinal grooves 130 are connected
to the upper longitudinal grooves 131 via an annular
groove 132. In this embodiment, there are three lower
longitudinal grooves 130 and three upper longitudinal
grooves 131, and the lower longitudinal grooves 130 and
the upperlongitudinal grooves 131 are evenly distributed.
A slope 133 is formed at an upper end of each of the
lower longitudinal grooves 130 and the upper longitudinal
grooves 131. When lifted out of a lower longitudinal
groove 130 or upper longitudinal groove 131, each of the
bosses 112 of the movable element 107 is introduced
into an adjacent upper longitudinal groove 131 or lower
longitudinal groove 130 by an adjacent slope 133.

[0024] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 5, when the mop-
cleaning apparatus is used, the bosses 112 are movable
in the track. Since the bosses 112 are rigidly connected
to the external side of the lower portion of the movable
element 107, the movement of the movable element 107
is guided and confined by the track. If the bosses 112
are located in the lower portions of the lower longitudinal
grooves 130 originally, the bosses 112 can be lifted with
the movable element 107. The movable element 107 will
eventually be moved to the upper ends of the lower lon-
gitudinal grooves 130. As the movable element 107 con-
tinues to be lifted, the bosses 112 enter the annular
groove 132 and reach an upper wall of the annular groove
132 and the slopes 133, which are located immediately
above the lower longitudinal grooves 130. An adjacent
slope 133 guides each of the bosses 112 to moves to-
wards an adjacent upper longitudinal groove 131. If the
movable element 107 is released, each of the bosses
112 will accordingly move along the annular groove 132
and then be guided by the slope 133 to fall into an adja-
cent upper longitudinal groove 131. If the movable ele-
ment 107 is lifted again, each of the bosses 112 will enter
a next lower longitudinal groove 130 in a similar manner.
[0025] Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, to clean the mop
120, the mop head 121 is connected to the mop head
connector 111, which is supported at the upper end of
the movable element 107. If the bosses 112 are located
in the upper longitudinal grooves 131, the mop 120 must
be lifted and then lowered. In this process, the movable
element 107 moves with the mop 120 and the bosses
112 move into the lower longitudinal grooves 130 in the
foregoing above. Referring to FIG. 2, water is filled in the
bucket 101 to fully submerge the mop head 121. The
mop head 121 is washed as the mop 120 is rotated. In
the bucket 101, there is no cage to contain the mop head
121. Thus, in the washing of the mop head 121, the mop
head 121 is fully in contact with water and can effectively
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be washed.

[0026] Referringto FIGS. 5 and 6, the mop 120 is lifted
after it is washed. Then, the mop 120 is lowered again.
During the upward movement of the mop 120, the bosses
112, which are formed on the movable element 107,
move into the lower longitudinal grooves 130 from the
upper longitudinal grooves 131. The upper longitudinal
grooves 131 are located higher than the lower longitudi-
nal grooves 130 so that the mop head 121, which is sup-
ported at the upper end of the movable element 107,
moves out of the water. Then, the mop head 121 is spin-
dried as the mop 120 is spun. Then, the mop head 121
is moved from the mop head connector 111. Finally, the
washing and spin-drying of the mop head 121 are fin-
ished.

[0027] ReferringtoFIGS. 7to 10, there is a mop-clean-
ing apparatus according to a second embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 7 and 8, the exten-
sible post 203 includes a stationary element 205, three
linings 206, an extensible post washer 204 and amovable
element 207. The second embodiment is different from
the first embodiment in how the movable element 207 is
connected to the stationary element 205. A lower end of
the stationary element 205 is secured to an internal side
of a lower portion of the bucket 201. Cavities are made
in the periphery of the stationary element 205. The linings
206 are inserted in the cavities of the stationary element
205. There are three linings 206 in the second embodi-
ment. The extensible post washer 204 is connected to
an upper end of the stationary element 205. The exten-
sible post washer 204 prevents the linings 206 from slid-
ing in the cavities of the stationary element 205. A track
is made in an internal side of each of the linings 206. The
movable element 207 is a tubular element movably lo-
cated on the stationary element 205. Bosses 212 are
formed on an internal side of a lower portion of the mov-
able element 207. The bosses 212 are movably inserted
in the tracks of the linings 206. The bosses 212 move in
the tracks made in the external sides of the linings 206
when the movable element 207 is moved up and down.
[0028] Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, the track made in
the external side of each of the linings 206 includes a
lower longitudinal groove 230 and an upper longitudinal
groove 231. The lower longitudinal groove 230 is con-
nected to the upper longitudinal groove 231 via an up-
ward groove 232, a downward groove 233, a first turning
groove 234 and a second turning groove 235. A lower
end of the upward groove 232 is connected to an upper
end of the lower longitudinal groove 230. A lower end of
the downward groove 233 is connected to the upper end
of the lower longitudinal groove 230. The first turning
groove 234 includes an end connected to an upper end
of the upward groove 232 and another end is connected
to an upper end of the upper longitudinal groove 231.
The second turning groove 235 includes an end connect-
ed to an upper end of the downward groove 233 and
another end connected to the upper end of the upper
longitudinal groove 231. A port 240 is made at an upper
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end of the downward groove 233. One of the bosses 212
enters and leaves the track of one of the linings 206 via
the port 240.

[0029] Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, the movement of
one of the bosses 212 in the track of one of the linings
206 will be described. In assembly, the boss 212 is in-
serted into the track via the port 240. The boss 212 is
allowed tofallinto the lowerlongitudinal groove 230 along
the downward groove 233. Thus, the boss 212 is origi-
nally located in the lower longitudinal groove 230. The
movable element 207 is lifted so that the boss 212 moves
upwards and enters the upward groove 232, which is
located above the lower longitudinal groove 230. The
boss 212 continues to move upwards along the upward
groove 232. The boss 212 enters the first turning groove
234 and continues to move upwards. The boss 212
reaches an upper limit of the first turning groove 234 and
cannot move upwards any further. Then, the first turning
groove 234 guides the boss 212 to move downwards and
enter the upper longitudinal groove 231. The boss 212
would fall into the upper longitudinal groove 231 without
an external force to lift the movable element 207. Now,
the upward movement of the boss 212 into the upper
longitudinal groove 231 from the lower longitudinal
groove 230 is finished.

[0030] The downward movement of the boss 212 is
similar to the upward movement. In the beginning of the
downward movement, the boss 212 is located at the low-
er end of the upper longitudinal groove 231. The movable
element 207 is lifted so that the boss 212 moves upwards
into the second turning groove 235 from the lower end
ofthe upperlongitudinal groove 231. The boss 212 reach-
es an upper limit of the second turning groove 235 and
cannot continue to move upwards. The second turning
groove 235 guides the boss 212 to move downwards and
enter the downward groove 233. The boss 212 moves
downwards along the downward groove 233. Finally, the
boss 212 reaches the lower end of the lower longitudinal
groove 230 from the upper end of the lower longitudinal
groove 230.

[0031] The boss 212 will move out of the track via the
port 240, which is located at the upper end of the down-
ward groove 233 if the movable element 207 is lifted dur-
ing the downward movement of the boss 212 along the
downward groove 233. The movable element 207 is mov-
ably connected to the stationary element 205 viathe boss
212 formed on the internal side thereof so that the mov-
able element 207 is detached from the stationary element
205 after the boss 212 moves out of the track of the lining
206 via the port 240. the port 240 enables the movable
element 207 to be detachably connected to the movable
element 205. Thus, the movable element 207 can be
detached from the movable element 205 without using
any tool, and the movable element 207 and the movable
element 205 can be washed.

[0032] Referringto FIGS. 7 and 8, the axle 210 is con-
nected to an upper end of the movable element 207. The
axle 210 is inserted in a bore made in the upper end of
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the movable element 207 via an upper bushing 209 and
a lower bushing 208. A mop head connector 211 is con-
nected to an upper end of the axle 210.

[0033] Referring to FIGS. 11 and 12, there is a mop-
cleaning apparatus according to a third embodiment of
the present invention. An extensible post 303 includes a
stationary element 305, three linings 306 and a movable
element 307. A lower end of the stationary element 305
is secured to an internal side of a lower portion of the
bucket 301. Three bosses 312 are formed on an internal
side of an upper portion of the stationary element 305.
The movable element 307 is a tubular element that in-
cludes a cavity made in an internal side. The linings 306
are inserted in the cavity of the movable element 307.
There are three linings 306. Each of the linings 306 in-
cludes a track made in an internal side. The stationary
element 305 is inserted in the movable element 307. The
stationary element 305 includes, on an external side,
three bosses 312 movably inserted in the tracks of the
linings 306. As the movable element 307 is moved up
and down, the bosses 312 move in the tracks made in
the internal side of the linings 306.

[0034] Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, a mop-cleaning
apparatus includes three linings 306 according to a third
embodiment of the present invention. Each of the linings
306 includes a track on an internal side. The track in-
cludes a lower longitudinal groove 330 and an upper lon-
gitudinal groove 331. The lower longitudinal groove 330
is connected to the upper longitudinal groove 331 via an
upward groove 332, a downward groove 333, a first turn-
ing groove 334 and a second turning groove 335. An
upper end of the upward groove 332 is connected to a
lower end of the upper longitudinal groove 331. An upper
end of the downward groove 333 is connected to a lower
end of the upper longitudinal groove 331. The firstturning
groove 334 includes an end connected to a lower end of
the upward groove 332 and another end connected to a
lower end of the lower longitudinal groove 330. The sec-
ond turning groove 335 includes an end connected to a
lower end of the downward groove 333 and another end
connected to the lower end of the lower longitudinal
groove 330. A port 340 is made at the lower end of the
upward groove 332. A boss 312 can enter and leave the
track via the port 340.

[0035] Referringto FIGS. 12 and 13, movement of the
boss 312 in the track of one of the linings 306 will be
described. In assembly, the boss 312 is inserted into the
track of the lining 306 via the port 340 and lifted into the
upper longitudinal groove 331 along the upward groove
332.Hence, theboss 312is originally located in the upper
longitudinal groove 331. Then, the movable element 307
is lifted so that the boss 312 enters the downward groove
333, which is located below the upper longitudinal groove
331. The boss 312 continues to move downwards along
the downward groove 333. The boss 312 enters the sec-
ond turning groove 335 and continues to move down-
wards. The boss 312 reaches a lower limit of the second
turning groove 335 and cannot continue to move down-
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wards. The boss 312 moves upwards from the lower limit
of the second turning groove 335. The boss 312 enters
the lower longitudinal groove 330 from the lower end of
the lower longitudinal groove 330. The boss 312 would
move upwards and reaches the upper end of the lower
longitudinal groove 330 without an external force for lift-
ing the movable element 307. Now, the downward move-
ment of the boss 312 into the lower longitudinal groove
330 from the upper longitudinal groove 331 is finished.
[0036] The upward movement of the boss 312 is like
the downward movement. The movable element 307 is
lifted so that the boss 312 moves downwards relative to
the track of the lining 306. The boss 312 moves down-
wards into the first turning groove 334, which is connect-
ed to the lower end of the lower longitudinal groove 330.
The boss 312 reaches a lower limit of the first turning
groove 334 and cannot move further downwards. The
first turning groove 334 guides the boss 312 to move
upwards and enter the upward groove 332. The boss 312
moves upward along the upward groove 332. Finally, the
boss 312 enters the upper longitudinal groove 331 via
the lower end of upper longitudinal groove 331.

[0037] If the movable element 307 is lifted during the
upward movement of the boss 312 along the upward
groove 332, the boss 312 will move downwards relative
to the track of the lining 306. The boss 312 will leave the
track of the lining 306 via the port 340, which is connected
to the lower end of the upward groove 332. The stationary
element 305 is movably connected to the movable ele-
ment 307 via the boss 312 so that the stationary element
305 is detached from the movable element 307 after the
boss 312 leaves the track of the lining 306.

[0038] AccordingtoFIG. 11, an axle 310 is connected
to an upper end of the movable element 307. The axle
310 is inserted in a bore made in the upper end of the
movable element 307 via an upper bushing 309 and a
lower bushing 308. A mop head connector 311 is con-
nected to an upper end of the axle 310.

[0039] The present invention has been described via
the detailed illustration ofthe embodiments. Those skilled
in the art can derive variations from the embodiments
without departing from the scope of the presentinvention.
Therefore, the embodiments shall not limit the scope of
the present invention defined in the claims.

Claims

1. A mop-cleaning apparatus including a bucket (101)
and an extensible post (104) connected to an internal
side of a lower portion of the bucket, wherein the
extensible post (104) includes:

a stationary element (105);

amovable element (107) movably connected to
the stationary element (105) between a lifted po-
sition and a lowered position; and

a connection portion (111) connected to an up-
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per end of the movable element (107) for con-
nection to a mop (120),

characterized in that the extensible post (104)
includes at least one track (130, 131, 132) and
at least one boss (112) movably inserted in the
track (130, 131, 132) for movably connecting the
stationary element (105) to the movable element
(107).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the extensible post (104) is devoid of any
cage.

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 or
2, wherein the connection portion (111) is formed at
the upper end of an axle (110) connected to the upper
end of the movable element (107).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the movable element (107) includes a bore
(113) made in the upper end thereof, a lower bushing
(108) inserted in the bore (113), and an upper bush-
ing (109) inserted in the bore (113), wherein the axle
(110) is inserted in the upper and lower bushings
(108, 109).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein the track includes a lower
longitudinal groove (130) and an upper longitudinal
groove (131) in communication with the lower longi-
tudinal grove (130).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the stationary element (105) is a tubular el-
ement, the track (130, 131, 132) is made in an inter-
nal side of the stationary element (105), the boss
(112) is formed on an external side of a lower portion
of the movable element (107), and the movable el-
ement (107) is inserted in the stationary element
(105).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the movable element (207) is a tubular ele-
ment, the track (230-235) is located on an external
side of the stationary element (205), the boss (212)
is located on an internal side of a lower portion of
the movable element (207), and the stationary ele-
ment (205) is inserted in the movable element (207).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the movable element (307) is a tubular ele-
ment, the track (330-335) is located in an internal
side of the movable element (307), the boss (312)
is located on an upper portion of the stationary ele-
ment (305), and the stationary element (305) is in-
serted in the movable element (307).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to any one
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of claims 5 to 8, wherein the track further includes
anannular groove (132) for connecting the lower lon-
gitudinal groove (130) to the upper longitudinal
groove (131), and each of the lower and upper lon-
gitudinal grooves (130, 131) includes a slope (133)
formed at an upper end.

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to any one
of claims 5 to 7, wherein the track further includes
an upward groove (232), a downward groove (233),
a first turning groove (234) and a second turning
groove (235), wherein the upward groove (232) in-
cludes alower end connected to an upper end of the
lower longitudinal groove (230), the downward
groove (233) includes a lower end connected to the
upper end of the lower longitudinal groove (230), the
first turning groove (234) includes an end connected
to an upper end of the upward groove (232) and an-
other end connected to an upper end of the upper
longitudinal groove (231), and the second turning
groove (235) includes an end connected to an upper
end of the downward groove (233) and another end
connected to the upper end of the upper longitudinal
groove (231).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein the track further includes a port (240) con-
nected to the upper end of the downward groove
(233).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to claim 5 or
8, wherein the track further includes an upward
groove (332), a downward groove (333), a first turn-
ing groove (334) and a second turning groove (335),
the downward groove (333) includes an upper end
connected to a lower end of the upper longitudinal
groove (331), the upward groove (332) includes an
upper end connected to the lower end of the upper
longitudinal groove (331), the first turning groove
(334) includes an end connected to a lower end of
the upward groove (332) and another end connected
to a lower end of the lower longitudinal groove (330),
and the second turning groove (335) includes an end
connected to a lower end of the downward groove
(333) and another end connected to the lower end
of the upper longitudinal groove (331).

The mop-cleaning apparatus according to any one
of claims 5 to 12, wherein the track includes several
lower longitudinal grooves (130) and an identical
number of upper longitudinal grooves (131), there
are several bosses (112), and the number of the low-
er longitudinal grooves (130) is a multiple of the
number of the bosses (112).

A mop for use with the mop-cleaning apparatus ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 13, wherein the
mop (120) includes a mop head, characterized in
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that the mop head is made with a cavity and claws
(122) for connection to the connection portion (111)
of the mop-cleaning apparatus.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung, enthaltend einen Ei-
mer (101) und einen verlangerbaren Stiel (104), der
mit einer Innenseite eines unteren Abschnitts des
Eimers verbunden ist, wobei der verldngerbare Stiel
(104) enthalt:

ein feststehendes Element (105),

ein bewegliches Element (107), das mit dem
feststehenden Element (105) zwischen einer
angehobenen Position und einer abgesenkten
Position beweglich verbunden ist, und

einen Verbindungsabschnitt (111), der mit ei-
nem oberen Ende des beweglichen Elements
(107) zur Verbindung mit einem Mopp (120) ver-
bunden ist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der verlanger-
bare Stiel (104) mindestens eine Fiihrung (130,
131, 132) und mindestens eine Auswoélbung
(112) enthalt, die beweglich in die Fiihrung (130,
131, 132) eingesetzt ist, um das feststehende
Element (105) beweglich mit dem beweglichen
Element (107) zu verbinden.

2. Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wo-

bei der verlangerbare Stiel (104) frei von jeglichem
Korb ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder
2, wobei der Verbindungsabschnitt (111) am oberen
Ende einer Achse (110) gebildet ist, die mitdem obe-
ren Ende des beweglichen Elements (107) verbun-
den ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wo-
bei das bewegliche Element (107) eine Bohrung
(113) enthalt, diein seinem oberen Ende ausgebildet
ist, und eine untere Buchse (108), die in die Bohrung
(113) eingesetzt ist, und eine obere Buchse (109),
die in die Bohrung (113) eingesetzt ist, wobei die
Achse (110) indie obere und die untere Buchse (108,
109) eingesetzt ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der An-
spriiche 1 bis 4, wobei die Fihrung eine untere
Langsrille (130) und eine obere Langsrille (131) in
Verbindung mit der unteren Langsrille (130) enthalt.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wo-
bei das feststehende Element (105) ein réhrenfor-
miges Element ist, die Fihrung (130, 131, 132) an
einer Innenseite des feststehenden Elements (105)
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ausgebildet ist, die Auswdlbung (112) an einer Au-
Renseite eines unteren Abschnitts des beweglichen
Elements (107) ausgebildet ist und das bewegliche
Element (107) in das feststehende Element (105)
eingesetzt ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wo-
bei das bewegliche Element (207) ein réhrenférmi-
ges Element ist, die Fiihrung (230-235) an einer Au-
Renseite des feststehenden Elements (205) gelegen
ist, die Auswolbung (212) an einer Innenseite eines
unteren Abschnitts des beweglichen Elements (207)
gelegen ist und das feststehende Element (205) in
das bewegliche Element (207) eingesetzt ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wo-
bei das bewegliche Element (307) ein réhrenférmi-
ges Element ist, die Fihrung (330-335) an einer In-
nenseite des beweglichen Elements (307) gelegen
ist, die Auswolbung (312) an einem oberen Abschnitt
des feststehenden Elements (305) gelegen ist und
das feststehende Element (305) in das bewegliche
Element (307) eingesetzt ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der An-
spriiche 5 bis 8, wobei die Fiihrung ferner eine ring-
férmige Rille (132) zur Verbindung der unteren
Langsrille (130) mit der oberen Langsrille (131) ent-
halt und jede von der unteren und oberen Langsrille
(130, 131) eine Schrage (133) enthalt, die an einem
oberen Ende gebildet ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der An-
spriche 5 bis 7, wobei die FUhrung ferner eine an-
steigende Rille (232), eine absteigende Rille (233),
eine erste Wenderille (234) und eine zweite Wende-
rille (235) enthalt, wobei die ansteigende Rille (232)
ein unteres Ende enthalt, das miteinem oberen Ende
der unteren Langsrille (230) verbunden ist, die ab-
steigende Rille (233) ein unteres Ende enthélt, das
mit dem oberen Ende der unteren Langsrille (230)
verbunden ist, die erste Wenderille (234) ein Ende
enthalt, das mit einem oberen Ende der ansteigen-
den Rille (232) verbunden ist, und ein anderes Ende,
das mit einem oberen Ende der oberen Langsrille
(231) verbundeniist, und die zweite Wenderille (235)
ein Ende enthéalt, das mit einem oberen Ende der
absteigenden Rille (233) verbunden ist, und ein an-
deres Ende, das mit dem oberen Ende der oberen
Langsrille (231) verbunden ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 10,
wobei die Fiihrung ferner einen Anschluss (240) ent-
halt, der mitdem oberen Ende der absteigenden Ril-
le (233) verbunden ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5 oder
8, wobei die Flihrung ferner eine ansteigende Rille
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13.

14.

(332), eine absteigende Rille (333), eine erste Wen-
derille (334) und eine zweite Wenderille (335) ent-
halt, wobei die absteigende Rille (333) ein oberes
Ende enthélt, das mit einem unteren Ende der obe-
ren Langsrille (331) verbunden ist, die ansteigende
Rille (332) ein oberes Ende enthélt, das mit dem un-
teren Ende der oberen Langsrille (331) verbunden
ist, die erste Wenderille (334) ein Ende enthélt, das
miteinem unteren Ende der ansteigenden Rille (332)
verbunden ist, und ein anderes Ende, das mit einem
unteren Ende der unteren Langsrille (330) verbun-
den ist, und die zweite Wenderille (335) ein Ende
enthalt, das mit einem unteren Ende der absteigen-
den Rille (333) verbundenist, und ein anderes Ende,
das mit dem unteren Ende der oberen Langsrille
(331) verbunden ist.

Mopp-Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der An-
spriiche 5 bis 12, wobei die Flihrung mehrere untere
Langsrillen (130) und eine identische Anzahl von
oberen Langsrillen (131) enthalt, mehrere Auswdl-
bungen (112) vorhanden sind und die Anzahl der
unteren Langsrillen (130) ein Vielfaches der Anzahl
der Auswdlbungen (112) ist.

Mopp zur Verwendung mit der Mopp-Reinigungsvor-
richtung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 13, wobei
der Mopp (120) einen Moppkopf enthalt, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der Moppkopf mit einem
Hohlraum und Klauen (122) zur Verbindung mit dem
Verbindungsabschnitt (111) der Mopp-Reinigungs-
vorrichtung gebildet ist.

Revendications

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere comprenant
un seau (101) et un montant extensible (104) rac-
cordé a un c6té interne d’'une partie inférieure du
seau, dans lequel le montant extensible (104)
comprend :

un élément fixe (105) ;

un élément mobile (107) raccordé, de maniere
mobile, a I'élément fixe (105) entre une position
levée et une position abaissée ; et

une partie de raccordement (111) raccordée a
une extrémité supérieure de I'élément mobile
(107) pour le raccordement a une serpillere
(120),

caractérisé en ce que le montant extensible
(104) comprend au moins un rail (130, 131, 132)
etau moins un bossage (112) inséré de maniere
mobile dans le rail (130, 131, 132) pour raccor-
der de maniére mobile I'élément fixe (105) a
I’élément mobile (107).

2. Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
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vendication 1, dans lequel le montant extensible
(104) est dépourvu de cage.

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel la partie de raccor-
dement (111) est formée au niveau de I'extrémité
supérieure d’'un axe (110) raccordé a I'extrémité su-
périeure de I'élément mobile (107).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 3, dans lequel I'élément mobile (107)
comprend un alésage (113) réalisé dans son extré-
mité supérieure, un manchon inférieur (108) inséré
dans l'alésage (113) et un manchon supérieur (109)
inséré dans 'alésage (113), dans lequel I'axe (110)
est inséré dans les manchons supérieur et inférieur
(108, 109).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon I'une
quelconque des revendications 1 a 4, dans lequel le
rail comprend une rainure longitudinale inférieure
(130) et une rainure longitudinale supérieure (131)
en communication avec la rainure longitudinale in-
férieure (130).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 5, dans lequel I'élément fixe (105) est
un élément tubulaire, le rail (130, 131, 132) est réa-
lisé dans un cbté interne de I'élément fixe (105), le
bossage (112) est formé sur un cété externe d’'une
partie inférieure de I'élément mobile (107), et I'élé-
ment mobile (107) est inséré dans I'élément fixe
(105).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 5, dans lequel I'élément mobile (207) est
un élément tubulaire, le rail (230-235) est positionné
sur un coté externe de I'élément fixe (205), le bos-
sage (212) est positionné sur un c6té interne d’'une
partie inférieure de I'élément mobile (207) et I'élé-
ment fixe (205) est inséré dans I'élément mobile
(207).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 5, dans lequel I'élément mobile (307) est
un élément tubulaire, le rail (330-335) est positionné
dans un c6té interne de I'élément mobile (307), le
bossage (312) est positionné sur une partie supé-
rieure de I'élément fixe (305), et I'élément fixe (305)
est inséré dans I'élément mobile (307) .

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon I'une
quelconque des revendications 5 a 8, dans lequel le
rail comprend en outre une rainure annulaire (132)
pour raccorder la rainure longitudinale inférieure
(130) a la rainure longitudinale supérieure (131), et
chacune des rainures longitudinales inférieure et su-
périeure (130, 131) comprend une rampe (133) for-
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12.

13.

mée au niveau d’'une extrémité supérieure.

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon 'une
quelconque des revendications 5 a 7, dans lequel le
rail comprend en outre une rainure ascendante
(232), une rainure descendante (233), une premiére
rainure rotative (234) et une seconde rainure rotative
(235), dans lequel la rainure ascendante (232) com-
prend une extrémité inférieure raccordée a une ex-
trémité supérieure de la rainure longitudinale infé-
rieure (230), larainure descendante (233) comprend
une extrémité inférieure raccordée a I'extrémité su-
périeure de la rainure longitudinale inférieure (230),
la premiére rainure rotative (234) comprend une ex-
trémité raccordée a une extrémité supérieure de la
rainure ascendante (232) et une autre extrémité rac-
cordée a une extrémité supérieure de la rainure lon-
gitudinale supérieure (231), et la seconde rainure
rotative (235) comprend une extrémité raccordée a
une extrémité supérieure de la rainure descendante
(233) et une autre extrémité raccordée a I'extrémité
supérieure de la rainure longitudinale supérieure
(231).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon la re-
vendication 10, dans lequel le rail comprend en outre
un orifice (240) raccordé a I'extrémité supérieure de
la rainure descendante (233).

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillére selon la re-
vendication 5 ou 8, dans lequel le rail comprend en
outre unerainure ascendante (332), unerainure des-
cendante (333), une premiére rainure rotative (334)
etune seconde rainure rotative (335), la rainure des-
cendante (333) comprend une extrémité supérieure
raccordée a une extrémité inférieure de la rainure
longitudinale supérieure (331), la rainure ascendan-
te (332) comprend une extrémité supérieure raccor-
dée al’extrémitéinférieure de larainure longitudinale
supérieure (331), la premiére rainure rotative (334)
comprend une extrémité raccordée a une extrémité
inférieure de la rainure ascendante (332) et une
autre extrémité raccordée a une extrémité inférieure
de la rainure longitudinale inférieure (330), et la se-
conderainure rotative (335) comprend une extrémité
raccordée a une extrémité inférieure de la rainure
descendante (333) et une autre extrémité raccordée
al'extrémité inférieure de la rainure longitudinale su-
périeure (331) .

Appareil pour laver avec une serpillere selon 'une
quelconque des revendications 5 a 12, dans lequel
le rail comprend plusieurs rainures longitudinales in-
férieures (130) et un nombre identique de rainures
longitudinales supérieures (131), on trouve plusieurs
bossages (112) et le nombre de rainures longitudi-
nales inférieures (130) est un multiple du nombre de
bossages (112).
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14. Serpillere prévue pour a étre utilisée avec I'appareil
pour laver avec une serpilléere selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 a 13, dans laquelle la ser-
pillere (120) comprend une téte de serpillére, carac-
térisée en ce que la téte de serpillere est réalisée 5
avec une cavité et des griffes (122) pour le raccor-
dement a la partie de raccordement (111) de I'appa-
reil pour laver avec une serpillére.
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