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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a management
method comprising a power storage apparatus which
charges and discharges power using a storage battery,
and a control apparatus which communicates with the
power storage apparatus, as well as a control apparatus
and a power storage apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In recent years, a power management system
having a plurality of equipments, and a control apparatus
which controls the plurality of equipments has been pro-
posed (for example, Patent Literature 1). The plurality of
equipments comprises, for example, household electri-
cal appliances such as air conditioners and illumination
apparatuses, and distributed power sources such as pho-
tovoltaic cells, storage batteries, and fuel power gener-
ation apparatus. The control apparatus, for example, is
referred to as HEMS (Home Energy Management Sys-
tem), SEMS (Store Energy Management System),
BEMS (Building Energy Management System), FEMS
(Factory Energy Management System), and CEMS
(Cluster/Community Energy Management System).
[0003] For popularizing the above-described manage-
ment system, generalization of the message format be-
tween the plurality of equipments and the control appa-
ratus is effective, and such a generalization of the mes-
sage format is being tested.

CITATION LIST
PATENT LITERATURE

[0004] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2010-128810.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0005] The above-described generalization of the
message format has only just begun, and various inves-
tigations need to be conducted with regard to the mes-
sage format for appropriately controlling the equipments.
[0006] Thus, the presentinvention has been achieved
in order to overcome the above-described problems, and
an object thereof is to provide a management method, a
control apparatus, and a power storage apparatus capa-
ble of appropriately controlling equipments.

[0007] A management method according to a first fea-
tureis used in amanagement system comprising a power
storage apparatus which comprises a storage battery
which accumulates power, and a control apparatus which
communicates with the power storage apparatus. The
management method comprises a step of transmitting at
least one of a message indicating a rated output of the
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storage battery and a message indicating number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery,
from the power storage apparatus to the control appara-
tus.

[0008] In the first feature, the message indicating the
rated output of the storage battery is a message indicat-
ing the rated output in a self-sustained operation state in
which the power storage apparatus is disconnected from
a grid.

[0009] Inthefirstfeature, the management method fur-
ther comprises a step of transmitting a message indicat-
ing an existence or non-existence of a function of trans-
mitting the rated output of the storage battery from the
power storage apparatus to the control apparatus, before
acommunication of the message indicating the rated out-
put of the storage battery.

[0010] In the first feature, the message indicating the
existence or non-existence of the function is transmitted
from the control apparatus to the power storage appara-
tus atatiming of performing an initial settings of the power
storage apparatus, a timing of restoration from a power
failure, atiming of turning ON a power supply of the power
storage apparatus, a timing of turning ON a power supply
of the control apparatus, and a timing when it becomes
necessary to check settings of the power storage appa-
ratus.

[0011] Inthefirstfeature, the management method fur-
ther comprises a step of transmitting a message indicat-
ing an existence or non-existence of a function of trans-
mitting number of charged and discharged times of the
storage battery from the control apparatus to the power
storage apparatus, before a communication of the mes-
sage indicating number of charged and discharged times
of the storage battery.

[0012] A control apparatus according to a second fea-
ture communicates with a power storage apparatus
which comprises a storage battery which accumulates
power. The control apparatus receives at least one of a
message indicating a rated output of the storage battery
and a message indicating number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery, from the power stor-
age apparatus.

[0013] A power storage apparatus according to a third
feature comprises a storage battery which accumulates
power. The power storage apparatus comprises a com-
munication unit which transmits atleast one of amessage
indicating arated output of the storage battery and a mes-
sage indicating number of charged and discharged times
of the storage battery, to the control apparatus which
communicates with the power storage apparatus.
[0014] According to the presentinvention, itis possible
to provide a management method, a control apparatus,
and a power storage apparatus capable of appropriately
controlling equipments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0015]
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[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an energy man-
agement system 100 according to a first embodi-
ment.

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a diagram showing a consumer’s
facility 10 according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a fuel cell appa-
ratus 150 according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a network con-
figuration according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing an EMS 200
according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6is a diagram showing a message format
according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 71 Fig. 7 is a diagram showing a message format
according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 8] Fig. 8is a diagram showing a message format
according to the first embodiment.

[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a sequence diagram showing a man-
agement method according to the first embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0016] Hereinafter, a management system according
to embodiments of the present invention will be described
with reference to the drawings. In the following drawings,
identical or similar components are denoted by identical
or similar reference numerals.

[0017] It should be understood that the drawings are
schematic only and the ratio of dimensions is notto scale.
Therefore, specific dimensions should be determined
with reference to the description below. It is needless to
mention that different relationships and ratio of dimen-
sions may be included in different drawings.

[Outline of the embodiments]

[0018] A management method according to embodi-
ments is used in a management system comprising a
power storage apparatus which comprises a storage bat-
tery which accumulates power, and a control apparatus
which communicates with the power storage apparatus.
The management method comprises a step of transmit-
ting at least one of a message indicating a rated output
of the storage battery and a message indicating number
of charged and discharged times of the storage battery,
from the power storage apparatus to the control appara-
tus.

[0019] Inthe embodiments, by transmitting a message
indicating a rated output of a storage battery from a power
storage apparatus to a control apparatus, the other
equipments (such as a load and a fuel cell apparatus)
can be controlled appropriately. Alternatively, by trans-
mitting a message indicating number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery from the power stor-
age apparatus to the control apparatus, the extent of deg-
radation of the storage battery can be determined.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[First Embodiment]
(Energy management system)

[0020] The energy management system according to
the first embodiment will be described, below. Fig. 1is a
diagram showing an energy management system 100
according to the first embodiment.

[0021] As shown in Fig. 1, the energy management
system 100 comprises a consumer’s facility, a CEMS 20,
a substation 30, a smart server 40, and an electric gen-
eration plant 50. It is noted that the consumer’s facility,
the CEMS 20, the substation 30, and the smart server
40 are connected by a network 60.

[0022] The consumer’s facility 10 has a power gener-
ation apparatus and a power storage apparatus, for ex-
ample. The power generation apparatus is an apparatus
which uses fuel gas to output power such as a fuel cell,
for example. The power storage apparatus such as a
secondary battery is an apparatus in which power is
stored.

[0023] The consumer’s facility 10 may be a detached
residence, a housing complex such as an apartment
house. Or, the consumer’s facility may be a shop such
as a corner store or a supermarket. It is noted that the
consumer’s facility may be a business facility such as an
office building or a factory.

[0024] In the first embodiment, a consumer’s facility
group 10A and a consumer’s facility group 10B are con-
figured by a plurality of the consumer’s facilities 10. The
consumer’s facility group 10A and consumer’s facility
group 10B are classified into each geographical region,
for example.

[0025] The CEMS 20 controls an interconnection be-
tween the plurality of consumer’s facilities 10 and the
power grid. It is noted that the CEMS 20 may be also
called a CEMS (Cluster/Community Energy Manage-
ment System), since the CEMS 20 manages the plurality
of consumer’s facilities 10. Specifically, the CEMS 20
disconnects the plurality of consumer’s facilities 10 and
the power grid at a power failure or the like. On the other
hand, the CEMS 20 interconnects the plurality of con-
sumer’s facilities 10 to the power grid, for example, at
restoration of power.

[0026] In the first embodiment, a CEMS 20A and a
CEMS 20B are provided. The CEMS 20A controls an
interconnection between the consumer’s facilities 10 in-
cludedinthe consumer’s facility group 10A and the power
grid, for example. The CEMS 20B controls an intercon-
nection between the consumer’s facilities 10 included in
the consumer’s facility group 10B and the power grid, for
example.

[0027] The substation 30 supplies power to the plurality
of consumer’s facilities 10 through a distribution line 31.
Specifically, the substation 30 lowers the voltage sup-
plied from the electric generation plant 50.

[0028] In the first embodiment, a substation 30A and
a substation 30B are provided. The substation 30A sup-
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plies power to the consumer’s facilities 10 included in the
consumer’s facility group 10A through a distribution line
31A, for example. The substation 30B supplies power to
the consumer’s facilities 10 included in the consumer’s
facility group 10B through a distribution line 31B, for ex-
ample.

[0029] The smart server 40 manages a plurality of the
CEMSs 20 (here, the CEMS 20A and CEMS 20B). Fur-
ther, the smart server 40 manages a plurality of the sub-
stations 30 (here, the substation 30A and the substation
30B). In other words, the smart server 40 integrally man-
ages the consumer’s facilities 10 included in the consum-
er’s facility groups 10A and 10B. For example, the smart
server 40 has a function of balancing the power to be
supplied to the consumer’s facility group 10A and the
power to be supplied to the consumer’s facility group 10B.
[0030] The electric generation plant50 generates pow-
erbythermal power, solar power, wind power, water pow-
er, atomic power or the like. The electric generation plant
50 supplies power to the plurality of the substations 30
(here, the substation 30A and the substation 30B)
through an electric feeder line 51.

[0031] The network 60 is connected to each apparatus
via a signal line. The network 60 is an Internet, a wide
areanetwork, a narrow area network, and a mobile phone
network, for example.

(Consumer’s facility)

[0032] The consumer’s facility according to the first
embodiment will be described, below. Fig. 2 is a diagram
showing the details of the consumer’s facility according
to the first embodiment.

[0033] Asshown inFig. 2, the consumer’s facility com-
prises a distribution board 110, a load 120, a PV appa-
ratus 130, a storage battery apparatus 140, a fuel cell
apparatus 150, a hot-water storage apparatus 160, and
an EMS 200.

[0034] Inthe firstembodiment, a consumer’s facility 10
comprises an ammeter 180, an ammeter 181, and an
ammeter 182.

[0035] The ammeter 180 is used for the load following
control on the fuel cell apparatus 150. The ammeter 180
is arranged downstream of a connection point between
a storage battery apparatus 140 and a power line (the
side away from the grid) and upstream of a connection
point between the fuel cell apparatus 150 and the power
line (the side closer to the grid), on the power line con-
necting each apparatus (for example, the storage battery
apparatus 140 and the fuel cell apparatus 150) and the
grid. It is natural that the ammeter 180 is arranged up-
stream (the side closer to the grid) of the connection point
between the load 120 and the power line.

[0036] The ammeter 181 is used for checking the ex-
istence or non-existence of the flow of power from the
storage battery apparatus 140 to the grid (reverse power
flow). The ammeter 181 is arranged upstream of a con-
nection point between the storage battery apparatus 140
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and a power line (the side closer to the grid), on the power
line connecting each equipment (for example, the stor-
age battery apparatus 140) and the grid.

[0037] The ammeter 182 is used for measuring the
power generated by the PV apparatus 130. The ammeter
182 is arranged on the side of the PV apparatus 130 from
aconnection pointbetween a power line connecting each
equipment (for example, the PV apparatus 130) and the
grid, and the PV apparatus 130.

[0038] It must be noted that in the first embodiment,
each equipment is connected to the power line in the
short-distance order to the grid of the PV apparatus 130,
the storage battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus
150, and the load 120. However, the fuel cell apparatus
150 and the storage battery apparatus 140 may be con-
nected in the reverse order as well.

[0039] Thedistribution board 110is connected to a dis-
tribution line 31 (a grid). The distribution board 110 is
connected, via a power line, to the load 120, the PV ap-
paratus 130, the storage battery apparatus 140, and the
fuel cell apparatus 150.

[0040] The load 120 is an apparatus which consumes
the power supplied via a power line. Examples of the load
120 comprise an apparatus such as a refrigerator, a
freezer, a lighting, and an air conditioner.

[0041] The PV apparatus 130 comprisesa PV 131 and
aPCS 132. The PV 131 is an example of the power gen-
eration apparatus, and is a solar light power generation
apparatus (Photovoltaic Device) which generates power
inresponse to reception of solar light. The PV 131 outputs
the generated DC power. The amount of power gener-
ated by the PV 131 varies depending on the amount of
solar radiation entering the PV 131. The PCS 132 is an
apparatus (Power Conditioning System) which converts
the DC power output from the PV 131, into AC power.
The PCS 132 outputs the AC power to the distribution
board 110 via a power line.

[0042] In the first embodiment, the PV apparatus 130
may comprise a pyranometer which measures the solar
radiation entering the PV 131.

[0043] The PV apparatus 130is controlled by an MPPT
(Maximum Power Point Tracking) method. In particular,
the PV apparatus 130 optimizes an operation point (point
determined by an operation-point voltage value and pow-
ervalue, or a point determined by an operation-point volt-
age value and current value) of the PV 131.

[0044] The storage battery apparatus 140 is a power
storage apparatus which comprises a storage battery
141 and a PCS 142. The storage battery 141 is an ap-
paratus which stores power. The PCS 142 is an appara-
tus (Power Conditioning System) which converts the AC
power supplied from the distribution line 31 (grid), into
DC power. Further, the PCS 142 converts the DC power
output from the storage battery 141, into AC power.
[0045] The fuel cell apparatus 150 comprises a fuel
cell 151 and a PCS 152. The fuel cell 151 is an example
of a power generation apparatus, and an apparatus
which generates power by using a fuel (gas). The PCS
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152 is an apparatus (Power Conditioning System) which
converts the DC power output from the fuel cell 151, into
AC power.

[0046] The fuel cell apparatus 150 is operated by load
following control. In particular, the fuel cell apparatus 150
controls the fuel cell 151 so that the power output from
the fuel cell 151 reaches a target power of the load fol-
lowing control. In other words, the fuel cell apparatus 150
controls the power outputted from the fuel cell 151 such
that a product of an electric current value detected by the
ammeter 180 and a voltage value detected by the PCS
152 becomes a target received power.

[0047] The hot-water storage apparatus 160 is an ap-
paratus which either generates hot water using fuel (gas),
or maintains the water temperature. Specifically, the hot-
water storage apparatus 160 comprises a hot-water stor-
age tank where the water supplied from the hot-water
storage tank is warmed by the heat generated by burning
of fuel (gas) or the exhaust heat generated by drive (pow-
er generation) of the fuel cell 151. In particular, the hot-
water storage apparatus 160 warms the water supplied
from the hot-water storage tank and feeds the warmed
water back to the hot-water storage tank.

[0048] It must be noted that in the embodiment, the
fuel cell apparatus 150 and the hot-water storage appa-
ratus 160 configure the hot-water supply unit 170 (the
hot-water supply system).

[0049] The EMS 200 is an apparatus (Energy Manage-
ment System) which controls the PV apparatus 130, the
storage battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus
150, and the hot-water storage apparatus 160. Specifi-
cally, the EMS 200 is connected to the PV apparatus
130, the storage battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell ap-
paratus 150, and the hot-water storage apparatus 160
via a signal line, and controls the PV apparatus 130, the
storage battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus
150, and the hot-water storage apparatus 160. Further,
the EMS 200 controls an operation mode of the load 120
to control the power consumption of the load 120.
[0050] Further, the EMS 200 is connected, via the net-
work 60, to various types of servers. The various types
of servers store information such as a purchase unit price
of power supplied from a grid, a sales unit price of the
power supplied from the grid, and a purchase unit price
offuel, for example (hereinafter, energy rate information).
[0051] Alternatively, various types of servers store in-
formation for predicting the power consumption of the
load 120 (hereinafter, consumed-energy prediction infor-
mation), for example. The consumed-energy prediction
information may be generated on the basis of an actual
value of the power consumption of the load 120 in the
past, for example. Alternatively, the consumed-energy
prediction information may be a model of the power con-
sumption of the load 120.

[0052] Alternatively, various types of servers store in-
formation for predicting an amount of power generated
by the PV 131 (hereinafter, PV-power-generation-
amount prediction information), for example. The PV-
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power-generation prediction information may be a pre-
dicted value of a solar radiation entering the PV 131.
Alternatively, the PV-power-generation prediction infor-
mation may be a weather forecast, a season, and hours
of sunlight, for example.

(Operation mode of the storage battery apparatus)

[0053] The storage battery apparatus 140 operates ac-
cording to any one of a plurality of operation modes each
with a different criterion of charging and discharging of
the storage battery 141.

[0054] The plurality of operation modes comprise an
operation mode in a grid connection state and an oper-
ation mode in a self-sustained operation state. The grid
connection state is the state in which the storage battery
apparatus 140 and the grid are connected in parallel. On
the other hand, the self-sustained operation state is the
state in which the storage battery apparatus 140 and the
grid are disconnected. An example of the self-sustained
operation state may comprise a state in which a power
failure occurs.

[0055] The operation modes in the grid connection
state comprise (a) an operation mode in which the charg-
ing and discharging of the storage battery 141 is control-
led so that the sales of power generated by the PV ap-
paratus 130 (reverse power flow) is prioritized (a solar
light power sales priority mode), (b) an operation mode
in which the charging and discharging of the storage bat-
tery 141 is controlled so that the storage battery 141 is
charged by the power generated by the PV apparatus
130 (a solar light charging mode), (c) an operation mode
in which the charging and discharging of the storage bat-
tery 141 is controlled so that the power supplied from the
grid does not exceed a fixed value (a peak cut mode),
(d) an operation mode in which the charging and dis-
charging of the storage battery 141 is controlled so that
the storage battery 141 is charged by the power supplied
from the grid, in a period when the unit price of the power
supplied from the grid is lower than the threshold value
(for example, nighttime) (a midnight power utilization
mode), (e) an operation mode in which power is accu-
mulated forcibly in the storage battery 141 (a forced pow-
er storage mode), and (f) an operation mode in which the
power accumulated in the storage battery 141 is dis-
charged forcibly (a forced discharge mode), for example.
[0056] Here, in the (a) solar light power sales priority
mode and the (b) solar light charging mode, the storage
battery apparatus 140 must monitor the current meas-
ured by the ammeter 182, and then control the charging
and discharging of the storage battery 141 according to
the amount of power generated by the PV apparatus 130.
Since the amount of power generated by the PV appa-
ratus 130 changes momentarily, these operation modes
are preferably controlled by the storage battery appara-
tus 140.

[0057] Similarly, in the (c) peak cut mode, the storage
battery apparatus 140 must monitor the current meas-



9 EP 2 882 074 A1 10

ured by the ammeter 181 and the ammeter 182, and then
control the charging and discharging of the storage bat-
tery 141 according to the amount of power supplied from
the grid. The amount of power supplied from the grid is
a value obtained by subtracting the power calculated
based on measured value of the ammeter 182 from the
power calculated based on measured value of the am-
meter 181. Since the amount of power generated by the
PV apparatus 130 and the power consumption of the load
120 changes momentarily, this operation mode is pref-
erably controlled by the storage battery apparatus 140.
[0058] In the firstembodiment, the (a) solar light power
sales priority mode, the (b) solar light charging mode,
and the (c) peak cut mode are an example of the oper-
ation mode in which a PV 131 other than the storage
battery 141 and the storage battery 141 are cooperated.
[0059] The operation modes in the self-sustained op-
eration state comprise (g) an operation mode in which
the power generated by the PV apparatus 130 is accu-
mulated (hereinafter, the self-sustained power storage
mode), (h) an operation mode in which power is supplied
to a load 120 connected to a self-sustained outlet pro-
vided in the storage battery apparatus 140 (hereinafter,
the self-sustained supply mode), and (i) an operation
mode in which power is supplied to a load 120 connected
to a self-sustained outlet provided in the storage battery
apparatus 140 while accumulating the power generated
by the PV apparatus 130 (hereinafter, the self-sustained
power storage and supply mode), for example.

[0060] In addition, as a control common to all operation
modes, the storage battery apparatus 140 must monitor
the current measured by the ammeter 181, and control
the charging and discharging of the storage battery 141
so that power does not flow from the storage battery ap-
paratus 140 to the grid (reverse power flow). Since the
power consumption of the load 120 changes momentar-
ily, these operation modes are preferably controlled by
the storage battery apparatus 140.

(Fuel cell apparatus)

[0061] Hereinafter, the fuel cell apparatus according
to the first embodiment will be described. Fig. 3 is a dia-
gram showing a fuel cell apparatus 150 according to the
first embodiment.

[0062] As shown in Fig. 3, the fuel cell apparatus 150
comprises a fuel cell 151, a PCS 152, a blower 153, a
desulfurizer 154, an ignition heater 155, and a control
board 157.

[0063] The fuel cell 151 is an apparatus which uses
fuel gas to output power, as described above. Specifical-
ly, the fuel cell 151 comprises a reformer 151A and a cell
stack 151B.

[0064] The reformer 151A generates reformed gas
from the fuel gas obtained by removing an odorant by
the desulfurizer 154 described later. The reformed gas
is comprised of hydrogen and carbon monoxide.
[0065] The cell stack 151B generates power upon
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chemical reaction between air (oxygen) supplied from
the blower 153 described later and the reformed gas.
Specifically, the cell stack 151B has a structure obtained
by stacking a plurality of cells on top of one another. Each
cell has a structure in which an electrolyte is sandwiched
between a fuel electrode and an air electrode. The fuel
electrode is supplied with reformed gas (hydrogen) and
the air electrode is supplied with air (oxygen). In the elec-
trolyte, a chemical reaction between reformed gas (hy-
drogen) and air (oxygen) occurs, and as a result, power
(DC power) and heat are generated.

[0066] The PCS 152 is an apparatus which converts
the DC power output from the fuel cell 151 into AC power,
as described above.

[0067] The blower 153 supplies the fuel cell 151 (cell
stack 151B) with air. The blower 153 is configured by a
fan, for example.

[0068] The desulfurizer 154 removes the odorant in-
cluded in fuel supplied from outside. Fuel may be city
gas or LP gas.

[0069] The ignition heater 155 ignites fuel not chemi-
cally reacted in the cell stack 151B (hereinafter, unreact-
ed fuel), and maintains a temperature of the cell stack
151B at high temperature. That is, the ignition heater 155
ignites the unreacted fuel leaked from an opening of each
cell configuring the cell stack 151B. It should be noted
that the ignition heater 155 may suffice to ignite the un-
reacted fuel in a case where the unreacted fuel is not
burnt (for example, when the fuel cell apparatus 150 is
started). Then, once ignited, when the unreacted fuel
gradually leaked from the cell stack 151B keeps on burn-
ing, the temperature of the cell stack 151B is kept at high
temperature.

[0070] The control board 156 is a board mounted with
a circuit which controls the fuel cell 151, the PCS 152,
the blower 153, the desulfurizer 154, and the ignition
heater 155.

[0071] In the first embodiment, the cell stack 151B is
an example of a power generation unit which generates
power by a chemical reaction. The reformer 151A, the
blower 153, the desulfurizer 154, the ignition heater 155,
and the control board 157 are an example of auxiliaries
which supports the operation of the cell stack 151B.
Moreover, a part of the PCS 152 may be handled as the
auxiliaries.

(Network configuration)

[0072] Hereinafter, a network configuration according
to the first embodiment will be described. Fig. 4 is a dia-
gram showing a network configuration according to the
first embodiment.

[0073] As shown in Fig. 4, the network is configured
by the load 120, the PV apparatus 130, the storage bat-
tery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus 150, the hot-
water storage apparatus 160, the EMS 200, and the user
terminal 300. The user terminal 300 comprises a user
terminal 310 and a user terminal 320.
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[0074] The userterminal 310 is connected to the EMS
200, and displays the information for visualization of en-
ergy consumption (hereinafter, the visualization informa-
tion) of each equipment (the load 120, the PV apparatus
130, the storage battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell ap-
paratus 150, and the hot-water storage apparatus 160)
through a web browser. In such a case, the EMS 200
generates the visualization information in a format such
as HTML, and transmits the generated visualization in-
formation to the user terminal 310. The connection type
between the user terminal 310 and the EMS 200 may be
wired or may be wireless.

[0075] The user terminal 320 is connected to the EMS
200, and displays the visualization information through
an application. In such a case, the EMS 200 transmits
the information showing the energy consumption of each
equipment to the user terminal 320. The application of
the user terminal 320 generates the visualization infor-
mation on the basis of the information received from the
EMS 200, and displays the generated visualization infor-
mation. The connection type between the user terminal
320 and the EMS 200 may be wired or may be wireless.
[0076] As described above, in the first embodiment,
the fuel cell apparatus 150 and the hot-water storage
apparatus 160 configure the hot-water supply unit 170.
Therefore, the hot-water storage apparatus 160 need not
necessarily possess the function of communicating with
the EMS 200. In such a case, the fuel cell apparatus 150
substitutes the hot-water storage apparatus 160 and
communicates messages concerning the hot-water stor-
age apparatus 160 with the EMS 200.

[0077] In the first embodiment, the communication be-
tween the EMS 200 and each equipment (the load 120,
the PV apparatus 130, the storage battery apparatus 140,
the fuel cell apparatus 150, and the hot-water storage
apparatus 160) is performed by a method which is in
accordance with a predetermined protocol. The prede-
termined protocol could be, for example, a protocol called
the "ECHONET Lite" (registered trademark) and the
"ECHONET" (registered trademark). However, the em-
bodimentis not restricted to these protocols, and the pre-
determined protocol could also be a protocol other than
the "ECHONET Lite" or the "ECHONET" (for example,
ZigBee (registered trademark)).

(Configuration of EMS)

[0078] Hereinafter, an EMS according to the first em-
bodiment will be described. Fig. 5 is a block diagram
showing an EMS 200 according to the first embodiment.
[0079] AsshowninFig.5,the EMS 200 has areception
unit 210, a transmission unit 220, and a control unit 230.
[0080] The reception unit 210 receives various types
of signals from an apparatus connected via a signal line.
For example, the reception unit 210 may receive infor-
mation indicating the amount of power generated by the
PV 131, from the PV apparatus 130. The reception unit
210 may receive information indicating the amount of
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power to be stored in the storage battery 141, from the
storage battery apparatus 140. The reception unit 210
may receive information indicating the amount of power
generated by thefuelcell 151, from the fuel cellapparatus
150. The reception unit 210 may receive information in-
dicating the amount of hot water to be stored in the hot-
water storage apparatus 160, from the hot-water storage
apparatus 160. The reception unit 210 with a transmis-
sion unit 220 described below configures a communica-
tion unit.

[0081] In the first embodiment, the reception unit 210
may receive energy charge information, energy con-
sumption prediction information, and PV power-genera-
tion amount prediction information from the various types
of servers via the network 60. However, the energy
charge information, the energy consumption prediction
information, and the PV power-generation amount pre-
diction information may be stored in advance in the EMS
200.

[0082] The transmission unit 220 transmits various
types of signals to an apparatus connected via a signal
line. For example, the transmission unit 220 transmits a
signal for controlling the PV apparatus 130, the storage
battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus 150, and
the hot-water storage apparatus 160, to each apparatus.
The transmission unit 220 transmits a control signal for
controlling the load 120, to the load 120.

[0083] The control unit 230 controls the load 120, the
PV apparatus 130, the storage battery apparatus 140,
the fuel cell apparatus 150, and the hot-water storage
apparatus 160.

(Transmitting and receiving messages)

[0084] Inthe firstembodiment, a message which spec-
ifies any one of the plurality of operation modes between
an EMS 200 and the storage battery apparatus 140 is
defined. Here, the message which specifies any one of
the plurality of operation modes preferably comprises the
time when the operation in the specified operation mode
is started, the time when the operation in the specified
operation mode is ended, and the time period during
which the operation is performed in the specified opera-
tion mode. For example, in the above-described midnight
power utilization mode, it is necessary to specify the time
when charging is to be started in midnight, and the time
when discharging is to be started in the daytime.
[0085] The message which specifies any one of the
plurality of operation modes preferably comprises the in-
formation indicating whether the specified operation
mode is an operation mode in the grid connection state,
or whether the specified operation mode is an operation
mode in the self-sustained operation state.

[0086] Forexample, the storage battery apparatus 140
receives the message specifying any one of the plurality
of operation modes from the EMS 200. According to the
message received from the EMS 200, the storage battery
apparatus 140 operates in any one of the plurality of op-
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eration modes. Alternatively, the storage battery appa-
ratus 140 transmits the message specifying any one of
the plurality of operation modes to the EMS 200. Depend-
ing on the message received from the storage battery
apparatus 140, the EMS 200 acquires information re-
garding which of the plurality of operation modes the stor-
age battery apparatus 140 is operating in.

[0087] Moreover, before communicating the message
specifying any one of the plurality of operation modes,
the storage battery apparatus 140 transmits a message
indicating the existence or non-existence of a function of
handling the message specifying any one of the plurality
of operation modes, to the EMS 200.

[0088] In the first embodiment, the storage battery ap-
paratus 140 transmits a message indicating the rated
output of the storage battery 141, to the EMS 200. The
message indicating the rated output of the storage bat-
tery 141 comprises, at least, the information indicating
the rated output of the storage battery 141 in the self-
sustained operation state. The message indicating the
rated output of the storage battery 141 may comprise the
information indicating the rated output of the storage bat-
tery 141 in the grid connection state. Here, the rated out-
put of the storage battery 141 in the self-sustained oper-
ation state is important information for the EMS 200 so
that the EMS 200 controls the other equipments (for ex-
ample, the fuel cell apparatus 150 and the load 120).
[0089] Moreover, before communicating the message
indicating the rated output of the storage battery 141, the
storage battery apparatus 140 transmits a message in-
dicating the existence or non-existence of a function of
transmitting the rated output of the storage battery 141,
to the EMS 200.

[0090] In the first embodiment, the storage battery ap-
paratus 140 transmits a message indicating the number
of charged and discharged times of the storage battery
141,to the EMS 200. The message indicating the number
of charged and discharged times of the storage battery
141 comprises, at least, the number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery 141 in the current
state. The message indicating the number of charged
and discharged times of the storage battery 141 may
comprise the maximum number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery 141. Here, the
number of charged and discharged times of the storage
battery 141 is important information for the EMS 200 in
judging the extent of degradation of the storage battery
141.

[0091] Moreover, before communicating the message
indicating the number of charged and discharged times
of the storage battery 141, the storage battery apparatus
140 transmits a message indicating the existence or non-
existence of a function of transmitting the message indi-
cating the number of charged and discharged times of
the storage battery 141, to the EMS 200.

[0092] In the first embodiment, the PCS 142, for ex-
ample, configures the communication unit which re-
ceives the above-described message from the EMS 200,
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or transmits the message to the EMS 200. Alternatively,
the PCS 142, for example, configures a control unit which
controls the charging and discharging of the storage bat-
tery 141 according to the operation mode of the storage
battery apparatus 140. However, the communication unit
and the control unit may be provided in the control board
arranged separate from the PCS 142.

[0093] In the first embodiment, the EMS 200 (the re-
ception unit 210) receives a message specifying any one
of a plurality of operation modes each with a different
criterion of charging and discharging of the storage bat-
tery 141, from the storage battery apparatus 140 (for ex-
ample, the PCS 142). As a result, the EMS 200 (the re-
ception unit 210) acquires information regarding which
of the plurality of operation modes the storage battery
apparatus 140 is operating in. Alternatively, the reception
unit 210 receives a message indicating the rated output
of the storage battery 141 from the storage battery ap-
paratus 140 (for example, the PCS 142). Alternatively,
the EMS 200 (the reception unit210) receives a message
indicating the cumulative number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery 141 from the storage
battery apparatus 140 (for example, the PCS 142). In
other words, the PCS 142 of the storage battery appa-
ratus 140 configures a communication unit which trans-
mits the above-described messages.

[0094] In the first embodiment, before communicating
the message specifying any one of the plurality of oper-
ation modes, the EMS 200 (the reception unit 210) re-
ceives a message indicating the existence or non-exist-
ence of a function of specifying any one of the plurality
of operation modes, from the storage battery apparatus
140. Alternatively, before communicating the message
indicating the rated output of the storage battery 141, the
EMS 200 (the reception unit 210) receives a message
indicating the existence or non-existence of a function of
transmitting the rated output of the storage battery 141,
from the storage battery apparatus 140. Alternatively, be-
fore communicating the message indicating the number
of charged and discharged times of the storage battery
141, the EMS 200 (the reception unit 210) receives a
message indicating the existence or non-existence of a
function of transmitting the number of charged and dis-
charged times of the storage battery 141, from the stor-
age battery apparatus 140.

[0095] Inthefirstembodiment, the EMS 200 (the trans-
mission unit 220) transmits a message specifying any
one of a plurality of operation modes to the storage bat-
tery apparatus 140 (for example, the PCS 142). As a
result, the transmission unit 220 instructs the operation
mode of the storage battery 141 to the storage battery
apparatus 140. Alternatively, the EMS 200 (the transmis-
sion unit 220) transmits a message requesting the mes-
sage indicating the rated output of the storage battery
141 to the storage battery apparatus 140. Alternatively,
the EMS 200 (the transmission unit 220) transmits a mes-
sage requesting the message indicating the number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery 141
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to the storage battery apparatus 140.

[0096] In the first embodiment, before communicating
the message specifying any one of the plurality of oper-
ation modes, the EMS 200 (the transmission unit 220)
transmits a message requesting the message indicating
the existence or non-existence of a function of specifying
any one of the plurality of operation modes, to the storage
battery apparatus 140. Alternatively, before communi-
cating the message indicating the rated output of the stor-
age battery 141, the EMS 200 (the transmission unit 220)
transmits a message requesting the message indicating
the existence or non-existence of a function of transmit-
ting the rated output of the storage battery 141, to the
storage battery apparatus 140. Alternatively, before com-
municating the message indicating the number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery 141,
the EMS 200 (the transmission unit 220) transmits a mes-
sage requesting the message indicating the existence or
non-existence of a function of transmitting the number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery 141,
to the storage battery apparatus 140.

(Message format)

[0097] Hereinafter, the message format according to
the first embodiment will be described. Fig. 6 through Fig.
8 are diagrams showing an example of a message format
according to the first embodiment.

[0098] Firstly, the message specifying any one of the
plurality of operation modes each with a different criterion
of charging and discharging of the storage battery 141
has, for example, a format shown in Fig. 6. As shown in
Fig. 6, the message comprises a field of the message
type and a field of the operation mode.

[0099] Thefield of the message type indicates the type
of the message, and in the first embodiment, it indicates
that the message comprises an operation mode.
[0100] The field of the operation mode indicates the
operation mode of the storage battery apparatus 140. As
described above, the operation mode comprises the (a)
solar light power sales priority mode, (b) the solar light
charging mode, (c) the peak cut mode, (d) the midnight
power utilization mode, (e) the forced power storage
mode, and (f) the forced discharge mode, (g) the self-
sustained power storage mode, (h) the self-sustained
supply mode, and (i) the self-sustained power storage
and supply mode.

[0101] Secondly, the message indicating the rated out-
put of the storage battery 141 has, for example, a format
shown in Fig. 7. As shown in Fig. 7, the message com-
prises a field of the message type and a field of the rated
output.

[0102] Thefield of the message type indicates the type
of the message, and in the first embodiment, it indicates
that the message comprises a rated output.

[0103] The field of the rated output indicates the rated
output of the storage battery 141. The field of the rated
output comprises, at least, the information indicating the
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rated output of the storage battery 141 in the self-sus-
tained operation state. The field of the rated output may
comprise the information indicating the rated output of
the storage battery 141 in the grid connection state.
[0104] Thirdly, the message indicating the number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery 141
has, for example, a format shown in Fig. 8. As shown in
Fig. 8, the message comprises a field of the message
type and a field of the number of charged and discharged
times.

[0105] The field of the message type indicates the type
of the message, and in the first embodiment, it indicates
that the message comprises the number of charged and
discharged times.

[0106] The field of the rated output indicates the
number of charged and discharged times of the storage
battery 141. The field of the number of charged and dis-
chargedtimes comprises, atleast, the number of charged
and discharged times of the storage battery 141 in the
current state. The field of the number of charged and
discharged times may comprise the maximum number
of charged and discharged times the storage battery 141.

(Management method)

[0107] Hereinafter, the management method accord-
ing to the first embodiment will be described. Fig. 9 is a
sequence diagram showing a management method of
the first embodiment.

[0108] As shown in Fig. 9, in step S10, the EMS 200
transmits a message (a code group request) requesting
acode group supported by the storage battery apparatus
140, to the storage battery apparatus 140. The code
group request is an example of a message requesting a
message indicating the existence or non-existence of a
function of specifying any one of a plurality of operation
modes each with a different criterion of charging and dis-
charging of the storage battery 141. Alternatively, the
code group request is an example of a message request-
ing a message indicating the existence or non-existence
of a function of transmitting the message indicating the
rated output of the storage battery 141. Alternatively, the
code group request is an example of a message request-
ing a message indicating the existence or non-existence
of a function of transmitting the message indicating the
number of charged and discharged times of the storage
battery 141.

[0109] In step S20, the storage battery apparatus 140
transmits a message (a code group response) indicating
the code group supported by the storage battery appa-
ratus 140, to the EMS 200. The code group response is
an example of a message indicating the existence or non-
existence of a function of specifying any one of a plurality
of operation modes each with a different criterion of
charging and discharging of the storage battery 141. Al-
ternatively, the code group response is an example of a
message indicating the existence or non-existence of a
function of transmitting the message indicating the rated
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output of the storage battery 141. Alternatively, the code
request is an example of a message indicating the exist-
ence or non-existence of a function of transmitting the
message indicating the number of charged and dis-
charged times (cumulative number of charged and dis-
charged times) of the storage battery 141.

[0110] Instep S30, the EMS 200 transmits a message
specifying any one of a plurality of operation modes each
with a different criterion of charging and discharging of
the storage battery 141, to the storage battery apparatus
140. Upon receiving the message, the storage battery
apparatus 140 determines the specified mode from the
message, and switches the state of the storage battery
apparatus 140 to the specified mode. As a result, the
EMS 200 instructs the operation mode of the storage
battery apparatus 140 to the storage battery apparatus
140. Moreover, the storage battery apparatus 140 may
respond to the EMS 200 about the reception of the in-
struction for switching the mode, or completion of switch-
ing of the mode.

[0111] After some time has elapsed, in step S40, the
EMS 200 transmits a message (an operation mode re-
quest) requesting the notification of the operation mode
of the storage battery apparatus 140, to the storage bat-
tery apparatus 140.

[0112] In step S50, the storage battery apparatus 140
transmits, as a response to the request, a message (an
operation mode response) indicating the operation mode
of the storage battery 141, to the EMS 200.

[0113] Instep S60, the EMS 200 transmits a message
(arated output request) requesting the notification of the
rated output of the storage battery 141, to the storage
battery apparatus 140.

[0114] In step S70, the storage battery apparatus 140
transmits a message (arated output response) indicating
the rated output of the storage battery 141, to the EMS
200.Here, theresponse of the rated output may comprise
both the rated output and the output during self-sustained
operation, or may be configured to comprise information
about the output in accordance with whether the current
state is the grid connection state or the self-sustained
operation state.

[0115] Instep S80, the EMS 200 transmits a message
(number of charged and discharged times request) re-
questing the notification of the number of charged and
discharged times of the storage battery 141, to the stor-
age battery apparatus 140.

[0116] In step S90, the storage battery apparatus 140
transmits amessage (number of charged and discharged
times response) indicating the cumulative frequency of
charging and discharging of the storage battery 141, to
the EMS 200.

[0117] As explained earlier, in the first embodiment, a
message which entrusts a charging and discharging con-
trol of the storage battery 141 performed in accordance
with the operation mode of the storage battery apparatus
140tothe storage battery apparatus 140, and atthe same
time, specifies any one of a plurality of operation modes
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each with a different criterion of charging and discharging
of the storage battery 141 is defined. Thus, the EMS 200
can appropriately control the storage battery apparatus
140 without being affected by the communication delay
between the EMS 200 and the storage battery apparatus
140. Moreover, the EMS 200 can identify the amount of
charging and discharging of the storage battery appara-
tus 140, for example, and can thus appropriately control
the other equipments (such as a load and a fuel cell ap-
paratus).

[0118] In the first embodiment, by receiving the mes-
sage indicating the rated output of the storage battery
141 in the self-sustained operation state from the storage
battery apparatus 140, the EMS 200 can appropriately
control the other equipments (such as a load and fuel
cell apparatus) in the self-sustained operation state. Al-
ternatively, by receiving the message indicating the
number of charged and discharged times of the storage
battery 141 from the storage battery apparatus 140, the
EMS 200 can judge the extent of degradation of the stor-
age battery 141. Specifically, in the case of a battery in
which the number of cycles of charging and discharging
has arelatively strong relationship with the extent of deg-
radation, like a lithium ion battery, the extent of degrada-
tion of the storage battery 141 can be determined to a
certain level by calculation.

[Other Embodiments]

[0119] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed with reference to the embodiment described
above, it should not be understood that the discussion
and drawings constituting a part of the disclosure are
limiting the presentinvention. Various alternative embod-
iments, examples and operation technology will be ap-
parent to a person skilled in the art from the present dis-
closure.

[0120] The EMS 200 may be HEMS (Home Energy
Management System), may be SEMS (Store Energy
Management System), may be BEMS (Building Energy
Management System), and may be FEMS (Factory En-
ergy Management System).

[0121] In the embodiment, the consumer’s facility 10
comprises the load 120, the PV apparatus 130, the stor-
age battery apparatus 140, the fuel cell apparatus 150,
and the hot-water storage apparatus 160. However, it
may suffice that the consumer’s facility 10 comprises at
least the storage battery apparatus 140.

[0122] In the embodiment, the (a) solar light power
sales priority mode, the (b) solar light charging mode,
and the (c) peak cut mode were illustrated as the oper-
ation mode in which another equipment other than the
storage battery 141, and the storage battery 141 are co-
operated. However, the embodiment is not limited there-
to. For example, the operation mode of the storage bat-
tery apparatus 140 may comprise an operation mode in
which the storage battery 141 is cooperated to the load
120, the fuel cell apparatus 150, or the hot-water storage
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apparatus 160.

[0123] Specifically, itis preferable to perform transmis-
sion and reception of the code group request and the
code group response at the timing of performing the initial
settings of the storage battery apparatus 140, the timing
of restoration from a power failure, the timing of turning
ON the power supply of the storage battery apparatus
140, the timing of turning ON the power supply of the
EMS 200, and the timing when it becomes necessary to
check the settings of the storage battery apparatus 140.
[0124] Although not particularly mentioned in the em-
bodiment, a message indicating the status of the storage
battery 141 is preferably defined between the EMS 200
and the storage battery apparatus 140. The message
indicating the operation mode of the storage battery ap-
paratus 140 and the message indicating the number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery 141
are an example of the message indicating the status of
the storage battery 141.

[0125] Although not particularly mentioned in the em-
bodiment, a message indicating the spec of the storage
battery 141 is preferably defined between the EMS 200
and the storage battery apparatus 140. The message
indicating the rated output of the storage battery 141 is
an example of the message indicating the spec of the
storage battery 141.

[0126] Although not particularly mentioned in the em-
bodiment, the storage battery apparatus 140 may auton-
omously transmit various types of messages to the EMS
200 rather than upon a request from the EMS 200. For
example, the storage battery apparatus 140 transmits
various types of messages to the EMS 200 when the
predetermined conditions are fulfilled.

[0127] Although not particularly mentioned in the em-
bodiment, the storage battery apparatus 140 may trans-
mit a message indicating the spec of the storage battery
141 (for example, a message indicating the rated output
of the storage battery 141), as well as a message indi-
cating the status of the storage battery 141, along with a
code group response, to the EMS 200.

[0128] As described above, needless to say, the
present invention comprises various embodiments and
the like not described here. Moreover, it is also possible
to combine the above-described embodiments and mod-
ifications. Therefore, the technical range of the present
invention is to be defined only by the inventive specific
matter according to the adequate claims from the above
description.

[0129] Itis noted thatthe entire content of Japan Patent
Application No. 2012-174458 (filed on August 6, 2012)
is incorporated in the present application by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0130] Accordingtothe presentinvention, itis possible
to provide a management method, a control apparatus,
and a power storage apparatus capable of appropriately
controlling equipments.
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Claims

1. A management method used in a management sys-
tem comprising a power storage apparatus which
comprises a storage battery which accumulates
power, and a control apparatus which communicates
with the power storage apparatus, comprising:

a step of transmitting at least one of a message
indicating a rated output of the storage battery
and a message indicating number of charged
and discharged times of the storage battery,
from the power storage apparatus to the control
apparatus.

2. The management method according to claim 1,
wherein the message indicating the rated output of
the storage battery is a message indicating the rated
output in a self-sustained operation state in which
the power storage apparatus is disconnected from
a grid.

3. The management method according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a step of transmitting a message in-
dicating an existence or non-existence of a function
of transmitting the rated output of the storage battery
from the power storage apparatus to the control ap-
paratus, before a communication of the message in-
dicating the rated output of the storage battery.

4. The management method according to claim 3,
wherein the message indicating the existence or
non-existence of the function is transmitted from the
control apparatus to the power storage apparatus at
a timing of performing an initial settings of the power
storage apparatus, a timing of restoration from a
power failure, a timing of turning ON a power supply
of the power storage apparatus, a timing of turning
ON a power supply of the control apparatus, and a
timing when it becomes necessary to check settings
of the power storage apparatus.

5. The management method according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a step of transmitting a message in-
dicating an existence or non-existence of a function
of transmitting number of charged and discharged
times of the storage battery from the control appa-
ratus to the power storage apparatus, before a com-
munication of the message indicating number of
charged and discharged times of the storage battery.

6. The management method according to claim 5,
wherein the message indicating the existence or
non-existence of the function is transmitted from the
control apparatus to the power storage apparatus at
a timing of performing an initial settings of the power
storage apparatus, a timing of restoration from a
power failure, a timing of turning ON a power supply
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of the power storage apparatus, a timing of turning
ON a power supply of the control apparatus, and a
timing when it becomes necessary to check settings
of the power storage apparatus.

7. A control apparatus which communicates with a
power storage apparatus which comprises a storage
battery which accumulates power, comprising:

a communication unit which receives at least 170
one of a message indicating a rated output of
the storage battery and a message indicating
number of charged and discharged times of the
storage battery, from the power storage appa-
ratus. 15

8. A power storage apparatus which comprises a stor-
age battery which accumulates power, comprising:

a communication unit which transmits at least 20
one of a message indicating a rated output of

the storage battery and a message indicating
number of charged and discharged times of the
storage battery, to the control apparatus which
communicates with the power storage appara- 25
tus.
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FIG. 3
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