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(54) Operating unit for a roll forming machine

(57) Operating unit for a roll forming machine, com-
prising a cage (10), configured for being connected to a
base (B), and a stack (G), comprising: at least two rollers
(R1,R2), rotating around axes (X1,X2) which are hori-
zontal and perpendicular to a direction of advancement
(A) of the roll forming machine; an upper support (21),
which supports a first roller (R1); a lower support (22),
which supports a second roller (R2); an intermediate sup-
port (23), interposed between the upper support (21) and
the lower support (22); coupling means (31,32), struc-

tured for constraining to each other the upper support
(21), the lower support (22) and the intermediate support
(23) with the sole possibility of vertically translating one
with respect to the other; the upper support (21) and the
lower support (22) are movable between a working po-
sition, in which they are spaced apart from the interme-
diate support (23), and a changing position, in which the
upper support (21) rests on the intermediate support (23)
which, in turn, rests on the lower support (22).
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Description

[0001] The subject of the present invention is an oper-
ating unit for a roll forming machine.
[0002] A roll forming machine comprises substantially
a series of cages, arranged in succession, each of which
comprises at least two profiling rollers. These cages are
configured for progressively bending a strip of steel
around a longitudinal axis until they confer thereon a de-
sired transverse section, which can even be tubular. The
bending of the sheet is performed by passing the sheet
itself between the rollers of various cages which, by con-
tact, progressively deform it. The strip slides continuously
through the cages, being progressively deformed.
[0003] The rollers of each cage are mounted on rotat-
ing shafts which are rotatably connected to uprights, also
called shoulders, which, in turn, are fixed onto a base.
This base is arranged on a fixed bed to which it is remov-
ably constrained.
[0004] Each section which it is desired to produce re-
quires a series of profiled rollers whose characteristics
are determined by the shape and dimensions of the sec-
tion itself.
[0005] At each change of production it is necessary to
carry out a partial or total replacement of the entire series
of shaped rollers in the various cages. This operation,
which must be carried out with the line stopped, requires
a considerable time for its execution.
[0006] To allow an increase in the speed of operations
of changing rollers, cages are currently available in which
the rollers are connected to a support structure, also
called a stack, which can be removed from and refitted
to the cage as a unit. This essentially makes it possible
to move all the rollers in a cage as a unit.
[0007] These cages of known type require the stacks
to be removed and repositioned with a movement which,
at least in part, is in a vertical direction. In substance, the
stacks must be lifted vertically to a certain height both to
be removed, and to be refitted. In larger format production
lines, the lifting height of the stack can reach considerable
values. This implies that for performing stack changing
operations, overhead cranes of considerable dimensions
and load capacity are necessary, as well as very high
sheds. Furthermore, operations performed by means of
overhead cranes of their nature have a certain slowness.
[0008] An object of the present invention is to offer an
operating unit for a roll forming machine which allows
operations of changing the rollers to be speeded up.
[0009] One advantage of the operating unit according
to the present invention is that it allows the rollers of each
cage to be moved as a unit and on a substantially hori-
zontal plane of movement, without requiring the rollers
to be lifted above their own cage.
[0010] Another advantage of the operating unit accord-
ing to the present invention is that it allows the distance
between the rollers to be adjusted rapidly and precisely.
[0011] Another advantage of the operating unit accord-
ing to the present invention is that it allows a roll-forming

machine to be made in which the rollers can be moved
easily along the processing line, without requiring the
presence of an overhead crane for changing the equip-
ment.
[0012] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become clear from the following
detailed description of an embodiment of the invention
in question, illustrated by way of non-limiting example in
the attached drawings, in which:

- figure 1 shows a schematic axonometric view of an
operating unit according to the present invention, in
a first operating configuration;

- figure 2 shows the operating unit of figure 1 in a sec-
ond operating configuration;

- figure 3 shows a part of the operating unit according
to the present invention, on an enlarged scale com-
pared with figures 1 and 2;

- figure 4 shows another part of the operating unit ac-
cording to the present invention, on an enlarged
scale compared with figures 1 and 2;

- figure 5 shows a set of components of the operating
unit according to the present invention;

- figure 6 shows a view in section, taken on a vertical
plane containing the axes of rotation of rollers R1,R2;

- figure 7 shows a view of a part of the operating unit
according to the present invention;

- figures 8 and 9 shows the set of components of figure
5, from a different angle;

- figure 10 shows a detail of the set of components of
figure 9.

[0013] The operating unit comprises a cage (10), con-
figured for being constrained to a base (B). Preferably
the cage (10) comprises two pairs of uprights (11,12)
connected together by a plurality of crosspieces.
[0014] The operating unit comprises furthermore a
movable support structure, or stack, (G), comprising at
least two rollers (R1,R2), rotatable around horizontal and
parallel axes (X1,X2). The axes of rotation of the rollers
(R1,R2) are arranged perpendicular to a direction of ad-
vancement (A) of the roll forming machine. The axes of
rotation of the rollers (R1,R2) lie furthermore on a vertical
plane perpendicular to the direction of advancement (A)
of the roll forming machine.
[0015] The stack (G) comprises an upper support (21),
configured for rotatably supporting a first roller (R1). The
upper support (21) is connected to the ends of the first
roller (R1) by rotating coupling means, preferably bear-
ings. In a preferred embodiment, the upper support (21)
comprises two supports (21), each connected to a re-
spective end of the first roller (R1).
[0016] The stack (G) comprises furthermore a lower
support (22), configured for rotatably supporting a sec-
ond roller (R2). The upper support (22) is connected to
the ends of the first roller (R2) by rotating coupling means,
preferably bearings. The second support (22), too, com-

1 2 



EP 2 883 628 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

prises preferably two supports (22) connected to the ends
of the second roller (R2).
[0017] The stack (G) is furthermore provided with an
intermediate support (23), interposed between the upper
support (21) and the lower support (22). Preferably the
intermediate support (23) comprises two supports (23)
each of which is interposed between an upper support
(21) and a lower support (22).
[0018] The upper supports (21), the lower supports
(22) and the intermediate supports (23) are constrained
to each other with the sole possibility of vertically trans-
lating with respect to each other, through a predeter-
mined travel. The supports (21,22,23) are constrained to
each other by slidable coupling means along a vertical
direction. In particular, these coupling means comprise
at least two prismatic bodies (31,32), each of which is
oriented with a longitudinal axis thereof arranged verti-
cally and is slidable in a vertical direction in its own hous-
ing (21 s,22s,23s), distributed over the supports
(21,22,23). In other words, each housing (21s,22s,23s)
comprises a section integral with the upper support (21),
a section integral with the intermediate support (23) and
a section integral with the lower support (22).
[0019] A first prismatic body (31) connects together the
intermediate support (23), the upper support (21) and the
lower support (22) on one side of the rollers (R1,R2).
[0020] A second prismatic body (32) connects together
the intermediate support (23), the upper support (21) and
the lower support (22) on the opposite side of the rollers
(R1,R2).
[0021] Each prismatic body (31,32) comprises at least
one end stop (31 a,32a), configured for limiting the move-
ment of the lower support (22) in a downward direction.
In the embodiment illustrated, the end stops (31 a,32a)
are in the form of nuts screwed onto a lower end of the
prismatic bodies (31,32). Preferably, the prismatic bodies
(31,32) are provided also with a second end stop (31 b,
32b), configured for limiting the movement of the upper
support (21) in an upward direction.
[0022] The coupling means (31,32) ensure that, during
stack changing operations, the upper, lower and lateral
support or supports (21,22,23) cannot perform reciprocal
movements directed along a horizontal plane. This
means that the stack can be moved on a horizontal plane
and/or can be raised as a single unit, without forcing the
operator to act on each individual support.
[0023] In a preferred embodiment, both the first pris-
matic body (31), and the second prismatic body (32) each
comprise a pair of vertical cylindrical elements, to which
are slidably coupled the upper supports (21), the lower
supports (22) and the intermediate supports (23).
[0024] The upper support (21) and the lower support
(22) are movable between a working position, in which
they are spaced apart from the intermediate support (23),
and a changing position, in which they are in contact with
the intermediate support (23). In particular, in the chang-
ing position the upper support (21) rests on the interme-
diate support (23) which, in turn, rests on the lower sup-

port (22). In the changing position, the upper and lower
supports (21,22), and with them the rollers (R1,R2) to
which they are connected, can be moved as a single
block on a horizontal plane. The prismatic bodies (31,32)
in fact prevent relative movements between the supports
(21,22,23) directed along a horizontal plane. In the event
of lifting the stack, gripping can be effected at the upper
support (21). The lower support (22) rests on its end stops
(31 a,32a) and is retained by them. The intermediate sup-
ports (23), in turn, rest on the lower support (22).
[0025] The possibility of moving the stack (G) as a sin-
gle unit represents significant progress compared with
the state of the art, since it makes it possible to drastically
reduce the times necessary for effecting stack changes.
This applies, obviously, in the case where each support
(21,22,23) comprises two supports (21,22,23), as shown
in the drawings.
[0026] Preferably the coupling means (31,32) com-
prise at least two centring elements (33,34), connected
to the intermediate support (23). These centring ele-
ments face respectively towards the upper support and
towards the lower support and are structural for custom-
ized insertion, i.e. with extremely limited clearance, in
respective housings formed in the upper support and the
lower support. This occurs in the position for changing
the supports (21,22,23), so that, in this position, the sup-
ports (21,22,23) are perfectly aligned with each other on
a horizontal plane and constrained together with respect
to movements on a horizontal plane. The presence of
coupling means (33,34) makes it possible to maintain
greater clearance between the prismatic bodies (31,32)
and their housings, to favour the movement of the sup-
ports (21,22,23) between the working and changing con-
figurations.
[0027] The upper support or supports (21) are movable
between the working position and the changing position
by means of actuating means (M1), comprising for ex-
ample jacks and/or hydraulic or electric cylinders. In par-
ticular, each upper support (21) is connected to an actu-
ating means (M1) which, in turn, is constrained to the
cage (10), precisely at an upper crosspiece of the cage
(10) itself. The actuating means (M1), therefore, are con-
figured for raising or lowering the upper supports (21)
with respect to the cage (10). Preferably the actuating
means (M1) are connected to a section (P) arranged hor-
izontally and perpendicularly to the direction of advance-
ment (A). Each upper support (21) is connected to the
section (P) with only the freedom of sliding along a direc-
tion horizontal and perpendicular to the direction of ad-
vancement (A). In other words, each upper support (21)
is constrained to the section (P) with respect to move-
ments in a vertical direction. This entails that, in the work-
ing position, the upper supports are supported by the
section (P) and by the actuating means (M1) which are
integral with the cage (10).
[0028] In the same way the lower support or supports
(22) are movable between the working position and the
changing position by means of actuating means (M2),

3 4 



EP 2 883 628 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

which also in this case comprise for example jacks and/or
hydraulic or electric cylinders. In particular, each lower
support (22) is connected to an actuating means (M2)
which, in turn, is constrained to the cage (10), precisely
at a lower crosspiece of the cage (10) itself. The actuating
means (M2), therefore, are configured for raising or low-
ering the lower supports (22) with respect to the cage
(10).
[0029] The intermediate support (23) is structured so
as to be able to slide in a transverse direction (Y), per-
pendicular to the direction of advancement (A) of the roll
forming machine. In particular, the intermediate support
or supports (23) each have at least one coupling body
(23a) designed to be slidably inserted into a guide (24)
integral with the cage (10) and located horizontally along
the transverse direction (Y). Between each coupling body
(23a) and its guide (24) there is clearance which allows
a limited vertical movement of the intermediate support
(23). In the working position, the intermediate supports
(23) are thus supported by the guides (24) which are
integral with the cage (10). Preferably each guide (24) is
formed along a profile (13) which is integral with the up-
rights (11,12).
[0030] The operating unit according to the present in-
vention is furthermore equipped with a guide device (40),
configured for guiding the stack (G) along the transverse
direction (Y) between an inner or working position and
an outer position which allows the operator to operate on
the stack. In the inner position, the stack (G) is arranged
substantially inside the cage and is aligned with the di-
rection of advancement (A) of the roll forming machine.
In the outer position, the stack (G) is arranged beside the
cage (10), at a certain distance therefrom, in a position
in which it is accessible to the operator in substantially
complete manner. In the outer position the stack (G) can
furthermore be distanced from the cage (10) itself, for
maintenance operations or to be replaced.
[0031] In a preferred embodiment, the guide device
comprises a track (40), arranged below the lower sup-
ports (22). This track (40) is structured to support the
weight of the stack (G) at the lower supports (22). To this
end, the lower supports (22) are provided underneath
with sliding means (22a), in the form for example of rollers
or skids. Preferably the track (40) comprises a pair of
rails, along which the stack (G) can translate.
[0032] The track (40) is vertically movable between a
lower position and an upper position. The track (40) is
kept in its lower position during the stages of producing
and processing the section bar. The track (40) moves to
its upper position during the stages of changing the stack
(G). In the upper position, the track (40) supports the
stack (G) at the lower supports (22).
[0033] Starting from an initial working configuration, in
which the upper and lower supports (21,22) are in their
working position and the stack (G) is in the inner position,
removal of the stack (G) is performed through the follow-
ing stages.
[0034] Initially the upper supports (21) and the lower

supports (22) move from the working position to the
changing position when operated by their actuating
means (M1,M2). In particular, the upper supports (21)
are lowered, supported during the movement by their ac-
tuators (M1), while the lower supports (22) are raised
until they come into contact with the intermediate sup-
ports (23). The lower supports (22) slightly lift the inter-
mediate supports (23) with respect to the guides (24), as
far as is permitted by the clearance between the guides
(24) and the coupling bodies (23a). As already men-
tioned, at the end of the movements the upper supports
(21) and the intermediate supports (23) rest on the lower
supports (22). The movement of the upper and lower
supports takes place preferably simultaneously, al-
though the two movements could take place in sequence.
[0035] Once the upper and lower supports (21,22)
have reached the changing position, the track (40) lifts
from the lower position to the upper position, coming into
contact with the lower supports (22). The weight of the
entire stack (G), in these conditions, is supported by the
track (40), so that it can be translated from the inner po-
sition to the outer position. The relocation of the stack
(G) in the inner position can be effected through a se-
quence of movements and operations which are the re-
verse of those described.
[0036] It should be noted that the height of the guides
(24), and therefore of the transverse direction (Y) of
movement of the stack (G) between the inner and outer
position, remains constant. In the event of changing the
stack (G) with a stack equipped with rollers (R1,R2) of
larger diameter, the larger overall dimensions in height
of the rollers (R1,R2) themselves can be compensated
for by lowering the position of the lower support (22) and
raising the position of the upper support (21). Vice versa,
in the case of a stack fitted with rollers of smaller diameter,
the smaller overall dimensions in height of the rollers
(R1,R2) can be compensated for by raising the position
of the lower support (22) and lowering the position of the
upper support (21).
[0037] The translation of the stack (G) along the track
(40) is performed by the use of a motor means (41), in
the form for example of a hydraulic or electrical cylinder,
or by means of a kinematism of another sort.
[0038] To facilitate the movement of the stack (G) when
it is in its outer position, the upper position of the track
(40) is defined so that the stack (G) is above the plane
of travel of the section bar. This makes it possible to have
at the outer position of the stack (G) a trolley or other
transport means (V), onto which the stack (G) can be
moved to be loaded directly and to be taken elsewhere.
This trolley or vehicle (V) can in turn be movable along
a path with rails (W), a solution which is particularly ad-
vantageous given the considerable weight which the
stack (G) can reach. The rails can be located alongside
the section bar, so that each stack (G) can, if necessary,
be transferred on a trolley (V) to be taken where required.
[0039] The operating unit can also be provided with
two further rollers (R3,R4) rotating around vertical and
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parallel axes of rotation. These two further rollers (R3,R4)
are connected to the intermediate support (23). Prefer-
ably each of said vertical rollers is connected to an inter-
mediate support (23). In this way rollers (R3,R4) with
vertical axis can be moved integrally with the stack (G).
In particular, each vertical roller (R3,R4) is connected
with a respective support or tray (S3,S4). The supports
or trays (S3,S4) are, in turn, integral with the intermediate
supports (23) with respect to vertical movements, while
they can slide with respect to them along the transverse
direction (Y).
[0040] Attachment means are provided for making the
trays (S3,S4) and the intermediate supports (23) integral
with respect to translation along the transverse direction
(Y). In particular, these attachment means are configured
for assuming, on command, an attachment configuration
in which they constrain together each tray (S3,S4) with
an intermediate support (23), and a release configura-
tion, in which the trays (S3,S4) can slide along the trans-
verse direction (Y) with respect to the intermediate sup-
ports (23).
[0041] The attachment means, in a preferred solution,
comprise two hooks (243,244) each connected to an in-
termediate support (23). Each hook is equipped with a
shaped end, configured for engaging in a housing (53,54)
integral with a respective tray (S3,S4). Preferably each
hook is oscillating between a hooking position, in which
it engages its own end to the respective intermediate
support, and an unhooking position, in which it is not en-
gaged to the respective intermediate support (23). In the
solution represented, each hook is oscillating on a verti-
cal plane, but this is not strictly necessary. Elastic means
thrust each hook towards the hooking position.
[0042] The oscillation of each hook (243,244) can be
achieved, for example, by means of a respective cam
(C3,C4), designed to come into contact with an end of
the hook itself. In the solution represented in figure 6, the
activation of the hooks is achieved by bringing about a
relative sliding movement between each hook and its
cam. The hooks are represented in the release position,
since the stack (G) is in the inner position and the trays
(S3,S4) are kept in position by the coupling with its own
actuating means (T3,T4).
[0043] Actuating means (T3,T4), connected to the
cage (10), are configured for bringing about the sliding
of the trays (S3,S4) with respect to the intermediate sup-
ports (23). This makes it possible to adjust the distance
between the vertical rollers (R3,R4) to obtain profiles of
different dimensions and/or shape. The actuating means
(T3,T4) comprise for example hydraulic or electric jacks.
[0044] As can be seen in the drawing, the actuating
means (T3) connected with a first tray (S3) are located
alongside the stack (G), along the trajectory of the move-
ment from the inner position to the outer position of the
stack (G) itself. The actuating means (T3) are thus ver-
tically movable between a lower position, in which they
are substantially aligned with the first tray (S3), and an
upper position, in which they are above the intermediate

supports (23). When they are in the upper position, the
actuating means (T3) allow the stack (G) to move from
the inner position to the outer position. The actuating
means (T3) connected to the first vertical roller (R3) are
contained in a casing (81) which is slidably connected to
a guide structure (82) along a vertical sliding direction.
Motor means (not illustrated in detail) are configured for
sliding the actuating means (T3) along the vertical sliding
direction. Before the stack (G) is moved into the outer
position, the actuating means (T3) are required to be
raised into the upper position.
[0045] Between the actuating means (T3) and the first
tray (S3), axial coupling means are interposed which en-
able the actuating means themselves to be disengaged
from the first tray (S3). In a preferred embodiment, these
coupling means comprise at least one shaped housing
(6), integral with the first tray (S3) and configured for re-
ceiving the free end (61) of a sliding shaft of the actuating
means (T3) integrally with respect to a translation parallel
to the transverse direction (Y). The shaped housing (6)
is open at the top to allow the disengagement of the free
end (61) during the lifting of the actuating means (T3).
To favour the disengagement of the free end (61), a cer-
tain clearance is required between it and the shaped
housing (6). This clearance brings about a slight relative
movement between the free end (61) and the shaped
housing (6) during the inversion of the sliding movement
of the shaft. Preferably, the actuating means (T3) com-
prise two shafts, each equipped with a free end (61) en-
gageable in a respective shaped housing (6) as de-
scribed above.
[0046] Between the actuating means (T4) and the sec-
ond tray (S4), coupling means are interposed which en-
able the actuating means themselves to be disengaged
from the second tray (S4). These coupling means, in a
preferred embodiment, comprise at least one engage-
ment body (7), integral with the second tray (S4) and
equipped with a shaped housing for receiving the free
end (71) of a shaft of the actuating means (T4) integrally
with respect to a translation parallel to the transverse
direction (Y).
[0047] The engagement body (7) is rotatable between
an engagement position, in which it receives the free end
(71) of the shaft, and a disengagement position, in which
the free end (71) does not interact with the engagement
body (7) and the second tray (S4) can slide along the
transverse direction (Y) with respect to the actuating
means (T4).
[0048] In a preferred solution, shown in the drawing,
two engagement bodies (7) are provided, arranged sym-
metrically with each other and each configured for inter-
acting with the free end (71) of a shaft, which are made
to rotate by a cylinder (7a) which, at its ends, is con-
strained to the two engagement bodies (7) themselves
in an eccentric position with respect to the axes of rotation
of the engagement bodies (7). The cylinder (7a) then
enables the simultaneous actuation of the two engage-
ment bodies (7).
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[0049] To rotate the first and second roller (R1,R2), the
operating unit comprises at least one motor (E1) kine-
matically coupled at least to the first roller (R1). The sec-
ond roller (R2) can be kinematically coupled to the first
roller (R1). Preferably the operating unit comprises a first
and a second motor (E1,E2), respectively coupled to the
first and the second roller (R1,R2),
[0050] Between each motor and the respective roller,
a transmission device is provided which makes it possible
to misalign the axes of rotation of the motor and the roller.
In a preferred embodiment, this transmission device is
in the form of a cardan shaft (C1,C2). Between each shaft
(C1,C2) and the respective roller (R1,R2) a transmission
shaft is arranged suitable to allow decoupling between
the two parts following the horizontal translation of the
rollers (R1,R2) together with the stack (G) in the move-
ment of the latter from the inner position to the outer po-
sition, and to allow coupling between the two parts in the
reverse movement of the stack (G).

Claims

1. An operating unit for a roll forming machine, com-
prising a cage (2), configured for being connected
to a base (B), and a stack (G), comprising:

at least two rollers (R1,R2), rotating around axes
(X1,X2) which are horizontal and perpendicular
to a direction of advancement (A) of the roll form-
ing machine; an upper support (21), which sup-
ports a first roller (R1);
a lower support (22), which supports a second
roller (R2); an intermediate support (23), inter-
posed between the upper support (21) and the
lower support (22); coupling means (31,32),
structured for constraining to each other the up-
per support (21), the lower support (22) and the
intermediate support (23) with the sole possibil-
ity of vertically translating one with respect to
the other; the upper support (21) and the lower
support (22) are movable between a working po-
sition, in which they are spaced apart from the
intermediate support (23), and a changing posi-
tion, in which the upper support rests on the in-
termediate support (23) which, in its turn, rests
on the lower support (22).

2. The operating unit according to claim 1, wherein the
coupling means (31,32) comprise at least two pris-
matic bodies (31,32), each of which is oriented with
a longitudinal axis thereof arranged vertically and is
slidable in a vertical direction in its own housing
(21s,22s,23s), distributed over the supports
(21,22,23).

3. The operating unit according to claim 2, wherein
each prismatic body (31,32) comprises at least one

end stop (31 a,32a), configured for limiting the move-
ment of the lower support (22) in a downward direc-
tion.

4. The operating unit according to claim 2, wherein both
the first prismatic body (31), and the second prismat-
ic body (32) each comprise a pair of vertical cylindri-
cal elements, to which the upper support (21), the
lower support (22) and the intermediate support (23)
are slidably coupled.

5. The operating unit according to claim 1, wherein the
coupling means (31,32) comprise at least two cen-
tring elements (33,34), integral with the intermediate
support (23), at least with respect to vertical trans-
lation, which face respectively towards the upper
support (21) and towards the lower support (22) and
are structured so as to be custom fit in respective
housings formed respectively in the upper support
(21) and the lower support (22).

6. The operating unit according to claim 1, comprising
actuating means (M1), integral with the cage (10),
configured for translating the upper support (21) in
a vertical direction.

7. The operating unit according to claim 6, comprising
a section bar (P), connected to the actuating means
(M1), to which is connected the upper support (21)
with the freedom only to slide in a horizontal direction
perpendicular to the direction of advancement (A).

8. The operating unit according to claim 1, comprising
actuating means (M2), integral with the cage (10),
configured for translating the lower support (22) in a
vertical direction.

9. The operating unit according to claim 1, wherein the
intermediate support (23) is structured so as to be
able to slide in a transverse direction (Y), perpendic-
ular to the direction of advancement (A) of the roll
forming machine.

10. The operating unit according to claim 9, wherein the
intermediate support (23) has at least one coupling
body (23a) designed to be slidably inserted into a
guide (24) integral with the cage (10) and located
along the transverse direction (Y).

11. The operating unit according to claim 9, comprising
a guide device (40), configured for guiding the stack
(G) in translation in the transverse direction (Y) be-
tween an internal or working position, in which the
stack (G) is located substantially inside the cage (10)
and is aligned with the direction of advancement (A)
of the roll forming machine, and an external position,
in which the stack (G) is located alongside the cage
(10), at a certain distance therefrom.
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12. The operating unit according to claim 11, wherein
the guide device (40) comprises a track (40), ar-
ranged below the lower support (22) and structured
so as to bear the weight of the stack at the lower
support (22).

13. The operating unit according to claim 12, wherein
the track (40) is vertically movable between a lower
position, in which it is not in contact with the stack
(G), and an upper position, in which it supports the
stack (G) at the lower support (22).

14. The operating unit according to claim 1, wherein the
stack (G) comprises a first and a second vertical roll-
er (R3,R4), each of which is connected to a support
or tray (S3,S4) integral with the intermediate support
(23) with respect to vertical movements.

15. The operating unit according to claim 14, wherein
the supports (S3,S4) of the vertical rollers (R3,R4)
are movable in a horizontal direction perpendicular
to the direction of advancement (A) with respect to
the intermediate support (23).

16. The operating unit according to claim 15, comprising
attachment means (243,244) predisposed for mak-
ing the trays (S3,S4) and the intermediate support
(23) integral with respect to translation along the
transverse direction (Y); said attachment means are
predisposed for assuming, on command, an at-
tached configuration, wherein they constrain each
of the trays (S3,S4) to each other with the interme-
diate support (23), and a detached configuration, in
which the trays (S3,S4) can slide along the trans-
verse direction (Y) with respect to the intermediate
support (23).

17. The operating unit according to claim 15, comprising
actuating means (T3,T4) configured for sliding the
supports (S3,S4) of the vertical rollers (R3,R4); the
actuating means (T3) connected to the support (S3)
of a first vertical roller (R3) are movable in a vertical
direction between a lower position, in which they are
substantially aligned to the support (S3) of the first
vertical roller (R3), and an upper position, in which
they are above the intermediate supports (23).

18. The operating unit according to claim 17, comprising
coupling means (6,61,7,71) configured for remova-
bly constraining the actuating means (T3,T4) to the
supports (S3,S4) with respect to translation in the
transverse direction (Y).

19. The operating unit according to claim 18, wherein
said coupling means comprise at least one shaped
housing (6), integral with a first tray (S3) and config-
ured for receiving the free end (61) of a sliding shaft
of the actuating means (T3) integrally with respect

to a translation parallel to the transverse direction
(Y); said shaped housing (6) is open at the top to
allow the disengagement of the free end (61) during
the lifting of the actuating means (T3).

20. The operating unit according to claim 18, wherein
said coupling means comprise at least one engage-
ment body (7), integral with the second tray (S4) and
equipped with a housing shaped to receive the free
end (71) of a shaft of the actuating means (T4) inte-
grally with respect to translation parallel to the trans-
verse direction (Y); the engagement body (7) is ro-
tatable between an engagement position, in which
it houses the free end (71) of the shaft, and a disen-
gagement position, in which the free end (71) does
not interact with the engagement body (7) and the
second tray (S4) can slide in the transverse direction
(Y) with respect to the actuating means (T4).

21. A roll forming line, comprising: one or more operating
units according to claim 11, aligned along the direc-
tion of advancement (A); a track (W), located along-
side the line of advancement (A); at least one trolley
(V), movable along said track (W); the track (W) is
located so that said trolley (V) can be situated below
the stack (G) when it is in its external position.
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