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(54) Magic hat

(57) A magic hat (1) comprises a crown (3) and a
circumferential wall (2) surrounding the crown (3), the
wall (2; 11) having a substantially elliptical inner contour;
a plate-shaped two-part lid (40) having a substantially
elliptical outer contour matching the inner contour of the
hat wall, the lid comprising a fixed lid portion (41) ar-
ranged at a distance from the crown and fixed with re-
spect to the the crown, and a hinging lid portion (42) cou-
pled to the fixed lid portion (41) via a hinge member (44);
a secret storage space (30) enclosed between the crown,
the wall and the lid.

The hinging lid portion is capable of pivoting from a
closed condition in which the hinging lid portion covers
the storage space to an open condition in which the hing-
ing lid portion releases the storage space, and back, driv-
en by gravity when the hat is suitably tilted.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relatesin generalto a hat
of the type suitable for performing conjurer’s tricks, es-
pecially for children. Such hat should have a hidden com-
partment, in which objects can be placed to magically
disappear and from which such objects can be made to
magically reappear.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Hats of the above type are known in the art, but
they have problems of having a complicated design and
requiring relatively much raw material, with the conse-
quence that the known hats are relatively expensive.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] An object of the present invention is to provide
an improved magic hat, suitable to serve as children’s
toy, which has a relatively simple design, can easily be
assembled, requires less space during shipment, and
can be manufactured easier with less material and less
costs, without having a reduced performance.

[0004] Toattainthese objectives, the presentinvention
proposes a hat having the characteristics of claim 1.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] These and other aspects, features and advan-
tages of the present invention will be further explained
by the following description of one or more preferred em-
bodiments with reference to the drawings, in which same
reference numerals indicate same or similar parts, and
in which:

figure 1 schematically shows a perspective view of
a magic hat according to the present invention;
figures 2A and 2B are schematical cross sections of
the hat; figure 3 is a schematic perspective view of
a upper hat part placed upside-down.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Figure 1 schematically shows a perspective
view of a magic hat 1 according to the present invention.
The hat 1 has a general shape of a top hat type, and
comprises a substantially cylindrical yet slightly conical
wall 2 with a crown 3 at the top and a brim 4 at the lower
end. The hat 1 consists of two hat parts 10, 20: an upper
hat part 10 comprises the crown 3 and an adjacent upper
wall part 11, while a lower hat part 20 comprises the brim
4 and an adjacent lower wall part 21. The hat parts have
relatively thin walls, but are made of a sufficiently stiff
material, such as plastic.

[0007] Figures 2A and 2B are schematical cross sec-
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tions of the hat 1. The hat has a transport condition, il-
lustrated in figure 2A, in which the upper hat part 10 is
positioned loosely within the lower hat part 20. The lower
edge 12 of the upper wall part 11 may be at the same
level as the brim 4. The overall height of the hat 1 is
relatively low in this transport condition, which is advan-
tageous. The hat also has an operational condition, illus-
trated in figure 2B, in which the upper hat part 10 is raised
with respect to the lower hat part 20. The lower edge 12
of the upper wall part 11 has a small outside flange 14,
and the upper edge 22 of the lower wall part 21 has a
small inward flange 24. The upper wall part 11 and the
lower wall part 21 are slightly conical, and the horizontal
dimension (width) of the outward flange 14 of the lower
edge 12 of the upper wall part 11 is larger than the width
of the inward flange 24 of the upper edge 22 of the lower
wall part 21, so that the upper hat part 10 can not leave
the confinement of the lower hat part 20. Just below the
upper edge 22 of the lower wall part 21, the inside of the
lower wall part 21 is provided with an internal protrusion
23, capable of snapping below the outward flange of the
lower edge 12 of the upper wall part 11 in the operational
condition, so that the upper hat part 10 is prevented from
dropping back into the lower hat part 20. Nevertheless,
auser can push back the upper hat part 10 into the lower
hat part 20 by exerting sufficient down-force. It is noted
that said internal protrusion 23 may extend as a contig-
uous ridge along the entire circumference of the lower
wall part 21, but it is also possible that said internal pro-
trusion 23 comprises a series of individual protrusions.
It is preferred that the said flanges of the edges 12 and
22 extend over 360°.

[0008] The upper hat part 10 is provided with a secret
storage space 30. For explaining this feature, the upper
hat part 10 is placed upside-down, as shown in figure 3.
Figure 3 is a schematic perspective view of the upper hat
part 10, shown partly transparent. Near the wall 11, a
number of hollow mounting pillars 31 are placed on the
crown 3. This number is preferably equal to 3. The cross
section of the hat, in top view, is not cylindrical but is
more elongate, ellipse-shaped, and the mounting pillars
31 are placed close to an apex of the ellipse, where the
radius of curvature of the wall 11 is smallest. Near the
opposite apex, a support projection 32 is provided at the
inner surface of the wall 11. The upper hat part 10 to-
getherwith the hollow mounting pillars 31, which are open
at their free end, and together with the support projection
32 are preferably formed as a one-piece whole by injec-
tion molding.

[0009] The upper part 10 is provided with a plate-
shaped lid 40, having an elliptical contour matching the
contour of the wall 11. The elliptical lid is divided in two
portions, a fixed lid portion 41 and a hinging lid portion
42. Thefixed lid portion 41 is provided with fixation means
43 matching with the mounting pillars 31; for instance,
the fixation means 43 with the mounting pillars 31 may
provide a snap-fit or a clamp-fit. It is also possible that
the fixation means 43 are glued to the mounting pillars 31.
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[0010] In an embodiment, the fixation means 43 are
also formed as pillars, which may be hollow to save on
material, and which may be open-ended to allow the fixed
lid portion 41 together with the fixation pillars to be injec-
tion molded as a one-piece whole. The outer diameter
of the pillar-shaped fixation means 43 corresponds to the
inner diameter of the mounting pillars, and a very small
taper of the outer surface of the pillar-shaped fixation
means 43 and/or a very small taper of the inner surface
of the mounting pillars 31 will assure clamping of the pil-
lar-shaped fixation means 43 within the mounting pillars
31. The upper ends of the fins 45 of the pillar-shaped
fixation means 43 will form a stop for defining the final
destiny position of the pillar-shaped fixation means 43
with respect to the mounting pillars 31 and hence for de-
fining a distance between the fixed lid portion 41 and the
crown 3.

[0011] At their bottom ends, i.e. at the end connected
to the crown 3 or the fixed lid portion 41, the pillars 32,
43 may be provided with stiffening fins 35, 45, respec-
tively.

[0012] The hinging lid portion 42 is coupled to the fixed
lid portion 41 via a hinge member 44. In an advanta-
geously simple embodiment, this hinge member 44 is an
adhesive strip.

[0013] In figure 3, the lid 40 is shown above the upper
hat part 10 for sake of convenience. In reality, the lid 40
is located inside the upper hat part 10, with the fixed lid
portion 41 fixed with respect to the crown 3 via the mount-
ing pillars 31 and fixation means 43. The space defined
between the crown 3 and the lid 40 is the storage space
30. In a closed condition, the hinging lid portion 42 is
resting on the support projection 32: the storage space
30 is closed. In an open condition, the hinging lid portion
42 has hinged over about 180° to release an access to
the storage space 30.

[0014] The hinging lid portion 42 may be smaller than
the fixed lid portion 41 to assure thatthe hinging lid portion
42 can lie flat on the fixed lid portion 41. The hinging lid
portion 42 may also be slightly larger, so that in the open
condition the hinging lid portion 42 will be resting against
the wall 11; this will prevent the hinging lid portion 42
from sticking in use.

[0015] The use is as follows. In the operational condi-
tion, the hat 1 is placed on a table or other supporting
surface with the hinging lid portion 42 in the open condi-
tion; the conjurer can now place an objectinto the storage
space 30.

[0016] The conjurer picks up the hat, tilting the hat so
that gravity makes the hinging lid portion 42 hinge from
the open condition to the closed condition; the conjurer
can now show the inside of the hat towards the audience,
who can not see the object because this is hidden from
view by the closed lid 40. To assist in obtaining a magical
effect, the lid 40, the hinge member 44, and the inside of
the hat 1 are preferably implemented in black colour, so
that the audience can not see details.

[0017] The conjurer now manipulates the hat so that
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gravity makes the hinging lid portion 42 hinge from the
closed condition to the open condition, and places the
hat back on the table; he is now able to take out the
magically reappearing object.

[0018] It should be clear to a person skilled in the art
that the present invention is not limited to the exemplary
embodiments discussed above, but that several varia-
tions and modifications are possible within the protective
scope ofthe invention as defined in the appending claims.
For instance, the pillars 31 and the fixation means 43
may be interchanged.

[0019] Even if certain features are recited in different
dependent claims, the present invention also relates to
an embodiment comprising these features in common.
Any reference signs in a claim should not be construed
as limiting the scope of that claim.

Claims

1. Magic hat (1) comprising a crown (3), a circumfer-
ential wall (2) surrounding the crown (3), and a brim
(4);
wherein the hat is divided into an upper hat part (10)
that comprises the crown (3) and an adjacent upper
wall part (11) of the wall (2), and a lower hat part (20)
that comprises the brim (4) and an adjacent lower
wall part (21) of the wall (2), the upper hat part (10)
being separate from the lower hat part (20);
wherein the upper wall part (11) and lower wall part
(21) are slightly conical;
wherein the hat has a transport condition in which
the upper hat part (10) is positioned loosely within
the lower hat part (20);
wherein the hat has an operational condition in which
the upper hat part (10) is raised with respect to the
lower hat part (20) and is held by the lower hat part
(20).

2. Magic hat according to claim 1, wherein the width of
the lower edge (12) of the upper wall part (11) is
larger than the width of the upper edge (22) of the
lower wall part (21).

3. Magic hat according to claim 2, wherein the lower
edge (12) of the upper wall part (11) has an outward
flange (14) and wherein the upper edge (22) of the
lower wall part (21) has an inward flange (24).

4. Magic hat according to any of claims 1-3, wherein
just below the upper edge (22) of the lower wall part
(21), the inside of the lower wall part (21) is provided
with an internal protrusion (23) capable of snapping
below the lower edge (12) of the upper wall part (11)
in the operational condition.

5. Magic hat (1), preferably according to any of claims
1-4, comprising a crown (3), a circumferential wall
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(2; 11) surrounding the crown (3), and a brim (4),
said circumferential wall (2; 11) having a substan-
tially elliptical inner contour;

a plate-shaped two-part lid (40) having a substan-
tially elliptical outer contour matching the inner con-
tour of the hat wall (2; 11), the lid (40) comprising a
fixed lid portion (41) arranged at a distance from the
crown (3) and fixed with respect to the the crown (3),
and a hinging lid portion (42) coupled to the fixed lid
portion (41) via a hinge member (44);

a secret storage space (30) enclosed between the
crown (3), the hat wall (2; 11) and the lid (40);
wherein the hinging lid portion (42) is capable of piv-
oting from a closed condition in which the hinging lid
portion (42) covers the storage space (30) to an open
condition in which the hinging lid portion (42) releas-
esthe storage space (30), and back, driven by gravity
when the hat is suitably tilted.

Magic hat according to claim 5, wherein the hinge
member (44) is an adhesive strip.

Magic hat according to claim 5 or 6, further compris-
ing mounting pillars (31) arranged on the inner sur-
face of the crown (3), wherein the fixed lid portion
(41) is attached to the mounting pillars (31).

Magic hat according to claim 7, wherein the mounting
pillars (31) are provided with support fins (35).

Magic hat according to claim 7 or 8, wherein the
mounting pillars (31) are hollow and open-ended,
and wherein the fixed lid portion (41) is provided with
pillar-shapes fixation means (43) having an outer di-
ameter corresponding to the inner diameter of the
mounting pillars (31).

Magic hat according to claim 9, wherein the pillar-
shapes fixation means (43) are provided with support
fins (45) also forming a stop for defining an operative
position of the fixed lid portion (41) with respect to
the crown (3).

Magic hat according to any of the previous claims
5-10, further comprising a support projection (32)
provided at the inner surface of the wall (11), wherein
the hinging lid portion (42) in the closed condition is
resting on the support projection (32).
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