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(54) COLUMBARIUM

(67)  The columbarium comprises inner spaces de-

fined by alcoves closed by front doors, in which said inner

spaces are delimited by intersecting horizontal and ver-

tical profiles, combined with bases that form part of the )

support structure of the columbarium. #
The support structure comprises a lower portion po-

sitioned underground by way of foundations, while the

front doors comprise aflat plate and a laminar glass body. [

Furthermore, the front doors are attached by means se-

lected from a hinge and a linear guide device.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention, as expressed in the title
of this specification, relates to a columbarium intended
to contain the ashes of the deceased. It must be noted
that the columbarium comprises various structural de-
signs, which integrate a set of alcoves that are open at
the front, which constitute funeral urns, which in turn in-
tegrate front doors providing access to these alcoves.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Funeral urns that comprise a number of vases,
inside which the ashes of the deceased are kept, are
currently known, the opening of the vase being closed
by means of a cover.

[0003] Niche-type columbarialocated on a vertical wall
are also known, on the front face of which there are hor-
izontal rows of doors that close the entrance to the niches,
in such a way that these doors are sealed hermetically,
once the remains of the deceased have been deposited
inside the inner space of the niche.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The columbarium that constitutes the object of
the invention comprises inner spaces intended to host
the ashes of the deceased, these spaces comprising a
number of alcoves that are open at the front, which are
delimited by intersecting vertical and horizontal profiles,
which, when combined with a number of bases, form part
of a columbarium structure provided with a lower portion
positioned underground by way of foundations.

[0005] The entrances tothe alcoves are closed by front
doors attached by means selected from a hinge and a
linear guide device.

[0006] Theintersecting vertical and horizontal profiles,
as well as the bases, are made of weathering steel,
whereas the front doors comprise a flat plate made of a
material selected from weathering steel material and
phenolic material, as well as a laminar glass body glued
by means of an outdoor glass adhesive material on the
outer face of the flat plate.

[0007] In one embodiment, the columbarium has a
structure designed in the shape of a cypress.

[0008] In another embodiment, the columbarium com-
prises a modular structure formed by at least one arched
prismatic body with end extensions by way of legs, which
are the extension of some flanks of said arched prismatic
body.

[0009] The end extensions extend downwards under-
ground as the constitutive lower portions of the colum-
barium foundations.

[0010] Each front door integrates a lock that ensures
the closure thereof.

[0011] The linear guide device of the front doors com-
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prises female profiles attached to the side of the corre-
sponding alcove and male profiles slindingly coupled to
said female profiles, wherein the male profiles are at-
tached to two parallel edges of a flank, which forms in-
tegral part of the front door model that incorporates the
linear guide device, so that the flank is positioned on a
parallel plane, near the side of the respective alcove.
[0012] Inone embodiment, both the flank and the front
door are made of weathering steel material, although the
male and female guide profiles are made of stainless
steel material so as to avoid blockages over time, which
may even be casued by the rusting of the weathering
steel itself.

[0013] The female profile comprises a C-shaped sec-
tion, whereas the male profile comprises a circular sec-
tion.

[0014] The two front door models, i.e the one with a
hinged attachment and the one with a linear guide device
attachment, are provided with a puller, which may also
be used as a flower vase. This puller is attached to the
respective front door by means of a brass plate glued to
the laminar glass body by means of an adhesive. One
embodiment of this puller comprises a container with a
cylindrical design.

[0015] In one embodiment, the entrances to the al-
coves integrate flanges, which act as abutment elements
when the front doors are closed.

[0016] With the aim of facilitating a better understand-
ing of the present specification, and as an integral part
thereof, a set of accompanying figures is provided below,
in which, by way of non-limiting examples, the object of
the invention has been represented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

Figure 1.-Is an elevation view of a columbarium with
a cypress-shaped structure, which integrates a set
of alcoves with entrances that are closed by front
doors attached by means of hinges.

Figure 2.- Is a similar view to that provided in the
previous figure, wherein the cypress-shaped struc-
ture is shorter in height.

Figure 3.- Is a perspective view of a modular colum-
barium that also integrates a set of alcoves closed
by hinged doors.

Figure 4.- Is a perspective view of a columbarium
formed by the combination of several columbaria,
like the one represented in the previous figure.

Figure 5.- Is a perspective view of another colum-
barium, made up of several columbaria like the one
represented in figure 3.
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Figure 6.- Is a perspective view of a funeral urn that
comprises an alcove, which integrates a front door
providing access inside at its entrance.

Figure 7.- Is a perspective view of a columbarium
with a cypress-shaped structure, wherein a front
door model attached by means of a linear guide de-
vice is highlighted.

Figures 8 and 9.- Are detailed views of what has
been represented in the previous figure.

DESCRIPTION OF AN EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT
OF THE INVENTION

[0018] Taking the numbers adopted in the figures into
account, the following nomenclature is used to describe
the columbarium in the description:

1.- Alcoves

1 a.- Vertical profiles
1b.- Horizontal profiles
1 c.- Bases

2.- Hinge

3a.- Front door

3b.- Front door

4a.- Cypress-shaped larger structure
4b.- Cypress-shaped smaller structure
5.- Modular structure

6.- Flanks

6a.- End extensions

7.- Access passage

8.- Lock

9.- Flat plate

10.- Laminar glass body

11.- Linear guide device

12.- Female profiles

13.- Male profiles

14.- Flank

15.- Puller

16.- Brass plates

17.- Flanges

[0019] The columbarium comprises various structural
designs made of weathering steel, all of which comprise
a setof alcoves 1that are open at the front, the entrances
of which are closed by front doors 3a-3b, which provide
access to their inner space where the ashes of the de-
ceased are deposited and kept. In one embodiment, the
front door 3a is attached by means of a hinge 2, whereas
in a second embodiment, the front door 3b is attached
by means of a linear guide device 11.

[0020] In a first embodiment shown in figures 1 and 2,
the columbarium comprises a cypress-shaped structure:
alarger one 4a and a smaller one 4b, with several differ-
ent heights, which integrates a set of radial alcoves 1,
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the entrances of which are positioned such that they co-
incide with the outer enclosing surface of the cypress-
shaped structure 4a-4b.

[0021] This cypress-shaped structure 4a-4b has foun-
dations of approximately 40 cm deep, whereas its total
height may be comprised between 330 cm and 600 cm,
with a diameter of between 96 cm and 162 cm.

[0022] A second embodiment of the columbarium,
shown in figure 3, comprises a modular structure 5
formed by an arched prismatic body with end extensions
6a by way of legs, which are the extension of flanks 6 of
said prismatic body.

[0023] According to a plan view, the prismatic body
has a curvature that provides the characteristic arched
design of the prismatic body to mount different colum-
baria such as those described below and represented in
figures 4 and 5. In one particular embodiment, each
arched prismatic body measures approximately 290 cm
in height.

[0024] The end extensions 6a extend downwards by
approximately 40 cm underground, by way of foundations
for the prismatic body.

[0025] In this second embodiment, the alcoves 1 are
positioned on one or both front faces, arranged in arched
vertical planes.

[0026] Figure 4 shows a columbarium that is obtained
by combining various modular columbarium structures 5
such as the one represented in figure 3, forming a cir-
cumferential design open at an access passage 7 delim-
ited by two opposite flanks 6 belonging to two modular
end structures 5.

[0027] In figure 5, a columbarium that is obtained by
combining various modular columbarium structures 5
such as the one represented in figure 3 is shown, forming
two symmetrical designs opposite one another and
shaped like an "S".

[0028] In all of the embodiments, the alcoves 1 are
delimited by intersecting horizontal profiles 1 b, vertical
profiles 1 a and a base 1 ¢ positioned on a vertical plane.
[0029] The intersecting vertical 1 a and horizontal 1 b
profiles and the base 1 ¢ are made of a weathering steel
material, whereas the front door 3a-3b comprises a flat
plate 9 covered on its outer face by a security laminar
glass body 10 glued by means of an outdoor, glass ad-
hesive material, the surface of which is finished by means
of fused glass techniques, so as to provide it with the
aesthetic appearance the client desires. This laminar
glass body forms the facing side or each individual hous-
ing, giving the product a certain visual and aesthetic qual-
ity.

[0030] The front doors 3a-3b integrate locks 8 to en-
sure the closure of said front doors 3a-3b.

[0031] Moreover, figures 7 to 9 show an embodiment
of the second front door model 3b by way of drawer,
which is coupled to a side of the the respective alcove 1
by means of the linear guide device 11, rather than com-
prising a hinging device like the one applied on the the
first front door model 3a, said hinging device correspond-



5 EP 2 896 767 A1 6

ing to the hinge 2 described above.

[0032] This second front door model 3b also incorpo-
rates the lock 8. The second linear guide device 11 com-
prises female profiles 12 attached to one side of the al-
cove 1 and male profiles 13 coupled so as to slide into
said female profiles 12, wherein the male profiles 13 are
attached to two parallel edges of a flank 14 that forms an
integral part of the second front door model 3b, so that
said flank 14 is positioned on a parallel plane and near
the respective side of the alcove 1.

[0033] In one embodiment, both the flank 14 and the
second front door model 3b are made of weathering steel
material, although the male 13 and female 12 guide pro-
files are made of stainless steel material so as to avoid
blockages over time, which may be caused by the rusting
of the weathering steel itself.

[0034] In one embodiment, the female profile 12 com-
prises a C-shaped section, whereas the male profile 13
comprises a circular section.

[0035] Both front door models 3a and 3b comprise the
flat plate 9 and the laminar glass body 10, wherein the
flat plate 9 comprises a material selected from a phenolic
material and a weathering steel material.

[0036] Both front door models 3a and 3b are provided
with a puller 15, which can also be used as flower vase.
This puller 15is attached to the frontdoor 3a-3b by means
of a brass plate 16 glued to the laminar glass body 10 by
an adhesive. One embodiment of this puller 15a by way
of flower vase comprises a container with a cylindrical
design.

[0037] In one embodiment, the entrances to the al-
coves 2 include flanges 17, which act as abutment ele-
ments when the front doors 3a-3b are closed.

Claims
1. A columbarium comprising:

- a number of inner spaces defined by a number
of alcoves, which are open at the front through
a number of entrances closed by means of front
doors, wherein these inner spaces are intended
to house the ashes of the deceased;

- the inner spaces containing the ashes are de-
limited by intersecting vertical and horizontal
profiles combined with bases, which together,
form part of a support structure for the colum-
barium;

characterized in that:

- the support structure for the columbarium com-
prises a lower portion positioned underground
by way of foundations;

- the intersecting vertical (1 a) and horizontal (1
b) profiles, as well as the bases (1 c), are made
of weathering steel;
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- the front doors (3a, 3b) comprise a flat plate
(9) made of a material selected from weathering
steel material and phenolic material; and a lam-
inar glass body (10) glued by means of an out-
door glass adhesive material to the outer face
of the flat plate (9);

wherein the front doors (3a, 3b) are attached by
means selected from a hinge (2) and a linear
guide device (11).

The columbarium according to the preceding claim,
characterised in that it comprises a structure de-
signed in the shape of a cypress (4a-4b).

The columbarium according to claim 1 character-
ized in that:

- it comprises a modular structure (5) formed by
at least one arched prismatic body with end ex-
tensions (6a) by way of legs, which are the ex-
tension of flanks (6) of said arched prismatic
body;

- the end extensions (6a) extend downwards,
underground as the constitutive lower parts of
the columbarium foundations.

The columbarium according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims characterised in that the front doors
(3a, 3b) providing access to the alcoves (1) include
locks (8).

The columbarium according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterised inthatthe linearguide
device (11) comprises female profiles (12) attached
to one side of the alcove (1) and male profiles (13)
coupled so as to slide into said female profiles (12);
wherein the male profiles (13) are attached to two
parallel edges of a flank (14) that forms an integral
part of the front door (3b); the flank (14) being posi-
tioned on a parallel plane and near the side of the
respective alcove (1).

The columbarium according to claim 5, character-
ised in that both the flank (14) and the front door
(3b) are made of a weathering steel material, al-
though the female profile (12) and the male profile
(13) are made of stainless steel material.

The columbarium according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims 5 or 6, characterised in that the fe-
male profile (12) comprises a C-shaped section,
whereas the male profile (13) comprises a circular
section.

The columbarium according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims characterised in that the front doors
(3a, 3b) are provided with a puller (15) which also
serves as flower vase.
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The columbarium according to claim 8, character-
ised in that the pullers (15) also serving as flower
vases are joined to the glass laminar bodies (10) of
the front doors (3a, 3b) by means of brass plates
(16) combined with an adhesive material.

The columbarium according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims characterised in that the entrances
to the alcoves (1) include flanges (17) which act as
abutment elements when the front doors (3a, 3b) are
closed.
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