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Description
BACKGROUND
1. Field

[0001] The following description relates to a driving
wheel assembly which drives a robot cleaner.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In general, a robot cleaner is an apparatus
which intakes foreign substances, such as dust, from a
floor surface to clean a region to be cleaned while auton-
omously travelling about the region to be cleaned without
manipulation by a user.

[0003] Such arobot cleaner includes driving wheels to
drive a robot cleaner main body, and the driving wheels
drive the robot cleaner main body using frictional force
generated between the driving wheels and the floor sur-
face contacting the driving wheels.

[0004] In order for the robot cleaner to have consistent
traveling performance in various floor conditions, such
as a hard floor, or a carpet, for example, frictional force
generated between the driving wheels and the floor sur-
face contacting the driving wheels needs to be consist-
ently maintained regardless of the state or condition of
the floor surface. For this purpose, applying pressure to
the driving wheels in a direction towards the floor surface
is required.

[0005] Conventionally, a tension coil spring is used to
apply pressure to the driving wheel in the direction to-
wards the floor surface. However, the tension coil spring
may cause awide range of applied pressure to the driving
wheel according to a displacement of the driving wheel.
Furthermore, in order to reduce such range of applied
pressure, the length of the tension coil spring is in-
creased. Consequently, an installation space for install-
ing the tension coil spring is increased.

SUMMARY

[0006] Therefore, the following description relates to a
driving wheel assembly having an improved structure
which stably travels regardless of the state and condition
of a floor surface, and a robot cleaner having the same.
The driving wheel assembly includes a structure where
a change in length of a compression coil spring is smaller
than a corresponding displacement of a driving wheel.
Therefore, a compact-sized robot cleaner with improved
mobility on various types of floor surfaces may be de-
signed.

[0007] Additional aspects of the invention will be set
forth in part in the description which follows and, in part,
will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the invention.

[0008] In accordance with one aspect, a robot cleaner
includes a main body and a driving wheel assembly, in-
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cluding a driving wheel to drive the main body, a housing,
a driving motor connected to one side of the housing to
generate rotary force to rotate the driving wheel, a rotary
member with rotation around arotation shaft of the driving
motor, where the rotary member includes a first unit to
which the driving wheel is connected and a second unit
disposed at a position opposite to the driving wheel with
respect to the rotation shaft of the driving motor, and a
compression coil spring disposed between the housing
and the second unit to apply pressure to the second unit,
where a distance between a contact point where the com-
pression coil spring and the second unit contact and the
rotation shaft of the driving motor is shorter than a dis-
tance between a rotation shaft of the driving wheel and
the rotation shaft of the driving motor.

[0009] The compression coil spring may apply pres-
sure to the second unit in the tangential direction of a
trajectory formed by the rotation shaft of the driving motor
and the second unitduring a process of rotating the rotary
member.

[0010] The compression coil spring and driving wheel
may be disposed at positions on opposite sides of the
rotation shaft of the driving motor.

[0011] The compression coil spring may be disposed
at a position opposite to the driving wheel with respect
to a first straight line passing through a first rotation point
around which the first unit is rotated and perpendicular
to a second straight line connecting the first rotation point
around which thefirst unitis rotated and a second rotation
point around which the driving wheel rotatably connected
to the first unit is rotated.

[0012] A pressing point may be formed at a position
where the compression coil spring and the second unit
to which the compression coil spring applies pressure
contact, and the second unit may protrude from one side
of the first unit where a third straight line connecting a
first rotation point around which the first unit is rotated
and the pressing point and the first unit meet, in the radial
direction of a trajectory formed during a process of rotat-
ing the pressing point.

[0013] A distance between the pressing point and the
first rotation point may be shorter than a distance be-
tween the first rotation point and a second point around
which the driving wheel rotatably connected to the first
unit is rotated.

[0014] The driving wheel assembly may furtherinclude
a support rib protruding from one side of the housing
adjacent to the rotation shaft of the driving motor to the
inside of the housing and supporting one end of the com-
pression coil spring.

[0015] The first unit, the second unit, and the support
rib may form an accommodation part accommodating
the compression coil spring.

[0016] The first unit may include power transmission
gears transmitting rotary force of the driving motor to the
driving wheel.

[0017] In accordance with another aspect, a robot
cleaner includes a main body and a driving wheel as-
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sembly to drive the main body, wherein the driving wheel
assembly includes a housing, a driving motor connected
to one side of the housing, a rotary member including a
first unit connected to the housing to be rotated around
a rotation shaft of the driving motor, and a second unit
protruding from one side of the first unit, a driving wheel
rotatably connected to the first unit, and a compression
coil spring disposed between a support rib protruding
from one side of the housing adjacent to the rotation shaft
of the driving motor to the inside of the housing and the
second unit, and applying pressure to the second unitin
the tangential direction of a trajectory formed by the ro-
tation shaft of the driving motor and the second unitduring
a process of rotating the rotary member.

[0018] The compression coil spring may be disposed
closer to the rotation shaft of the driving motor than the
driving wheel.

[0019] Thecompression coil springmay include afixed
terminal contacting the support rib and a pressing termi-
nal contacting the second unit and applying pressure to
the second unit.

[0020] The support rib may include a first support sur-
face supporting the fixed terminal, and the second unit
may include a second support surface supporting the
pressing terminal.

[0021] The compression coil spring may be disposed
at a position opposite to the driving wheel with respect
to a first straight line passing through a first rotation point
around which the first unit is rotated and perpendicular
to a second straight line connecting the first rotation point
around which the first unitis rotated and a second rotation
point around which the driving wheel is rotated.

[0022] A pressing point may be formed at a position
where the pressing terminal and the second unit contact,
and the second unit may protrude from one side of the
first unit where a third straight line connecting a first ro-
tation point around which the first unit is rotated and the
pressing point and the first unit meet, in the radial direc-
tion of a trajectory formed during a process of rotating
the pressing point.

[0023] The first unit may include power transmission
gears transmitting rotary force of the driving motor to the
driving wheel.

[0024] In accordance with a further aspect, a driving
wheel assembly mounted on a main body of a robot
cleaner to drive the robot cleaner includes a housing, a
driving motor connected to one side of the housing, a
first unit connected to the housing to be rotated around
a rotation shaft of the driving motor, and a second unit
protruding from one side of the first unit, a driving wheel
rotatably connected to the first unit, and at least one com-
pression coil spring disposed at a position opposite to
the driving wheel with respect to a straight line passing
through the rotation shaft of the driving motor and apply-
ing pressure to the second unit in the tangential direction
of a trajectory formed by the rotation shaft of the driving
motor and the second unit during a process of rotating
the first unit.
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[0025] In accordance with another aspect, a driving
wheel assembly includes a driving motor including a mo-
tor rotation shaft; a connecting assembly connected to
and rotating around the motor rotation shaft; a driving
wheel comprising a wheel rotation shaft, and disposed
at afirstend of the connecting assembly; and a coil spring
disposed at a position to apply tangential pressure to a
second end of the connecting assembly along a direction
of rotation, where the first end and the second end of the
connecting assembly are disposed on opposite sides of
the motor rotation shaft, and a rotation of the connecting
assembly results in a greater displacement of the driving
wheel rotation shaft than a corresponding change in
length of the coil spring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] These and/or other aspects of the invention will
become apparent and more readily appreciated from the
following description of the embodiments, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the configu-
ration of a robot cleaner in accordance with one em-
bodiment;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a driving
wheel assembly in accordance with the embodi-
ment, extracted from FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the driving
wheel assembly shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a sensing
body and a sensed body extracted from the driving
wheel assembly shown in FIG. 2; and

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views illustrating operating
states of a driving wheel according to change of a
floor surface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein
like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0028] FIG. 1is a perspective view illustrating the con-
figuration of a robot cleaner in accordance with one em-
bodiment.

[0029] AsshowninFIG. 1,the robotcleaner 1 includes
a main body 10 forming the external appearance of the
robot cleaner 1, a cover 20 covering the upper portion of
the main body 10, a brush unit 30 sweeping or scattering
dust off a space to be cleaned, a power unit 40 supplying
driving power to drive the main body 10, and driving wheel
assemblies 100a and 100b driving the main body 10.
[0030] The main body 10 forms the external appear-
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ance of the robot cleaner 1 and supports various parts
installed within the main body 10.

[0031] The cover 20 includes a transmitting window 25
transmitting light generated from an upper camera unit
(not shown) to photograph an upperimage perpendicular
to the traveling direction of the main body 10.

[0032] The brush unit 30 includes a main brush 35
mounted at an inlet (not shown) formed at the lower por-
tion of the main body 10, a main brush motor (not shown)
rotating the main brush 35, and a dust case 38 collecting
foreign substances, such as dust gathered by the main
brush 35.

[0033] The main brush 35 sweeps or scatters dust off
afloor surface under the main body 10, thereby improving
dust suction efficiency. Such a main brush 35 has a drum
shape, and includes a roller and brush. The brush unit
30 may further include side brushes (not shown) dis-
posed at both sides of the main brush 35 to sweep dust
off a region which the main brush 35 may not approach
to improve cleaning efficiency.

[0034] The power unit 40 includes driving motors 130
rotating driving wheels 120, and a battery 42 electrically
connected to the main brush motor (not shown) rotating
the main brush 35 and respective driving units driving
the main body 10 and supplying driving power.

[0035] The battery 42 is a second battery which may
be rechargeable, and may be charged with power sup-
plied from a docking station (not shown) if the main body
10 completes a cleaning process and is then connected
to the docking station (not shown).

[0036] The driving wheel assemblies 100a and 100b
are respectively provided at both sides of the center of
the main body 10, and allow the main body 10 to execute
moving operations, such as forward movement, back-
ward movement, or rotation, for example, during the
cleaning process of the main body. Hereinafter, the driv-
ing wheel assembly 100a located at the right side in the
forward movement direction of the main body 10 will be
exemplarily described, and the following description may
be applied to the driving wheel assembly 100b located
at the left side in the forward movement direction of the
main body 10 unless mentioned otherwise.

[0037] FIG. 2is a perspective view illustrating a driving
wheel assembly in accordance with the embodiment ex-
tracted from FIG. 1, FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective
view of the driving wheel assembly shown in FIG. 2, and
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a sensing body
and a sensed body extracted from the driving wheel as-
sembly shown in FIG. 2.

[0038] As shown in FIGS. 2 to 4, the driving wheel as-
sembly 100a includes a housing 110, the driving wheel
120 driving the main body 10, a driving motor 130 con-
nected to one side of the housing 110 and rotating the
driving wheel 120, a rotary member 101 connected to
the housing 110 to be rotatable around a rotation shaft
132 of the driving motor 130, and a sensing unit 150
detecting displacement of the driving wheel 120.

[0039] The housing 110 includes an accommodation
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part 112 accommodating the driving wheel 120 and the
rotary member 101, a first connection hole 114 to which
the driving motor 130 is connected, a first connection
protrusion 116 connected to the rotary member 101, and
a support rib 118 supporting one end of a compression
coil spring 170.

[0040] The lower portion of the accommodation part
112 is opened such that the rotary member 101 connect-
ed to the housing 110 and the driving wheel 120 con-
nected to the rotary member 101 may move upwards and
downwards according to the kind and state of a floor sur-
face of the space to be cleaned.

[0041] The first connection hole 114 is formed on one
side surface 110b of the housing 110, and allows the
rotation shaft 132 of the driving motor 130 to be connect-
ed to the rotary member 101 within the housing 110.
[0042] The first connection protrusion 116 protrudes
from the inner plane of the other side surface 110a op-
posite the side surface 110b of the housing 110, to which
the driving motor 130 is connected, to the inside of the
housing 110 by a designated length. An accommodation
hole 116a rotatably accommodating a second connec-
tion protrusion 146 of the rotary member 101 to allow the
rotary member 101 to be rotated around the first connec-
tion protrusion 116 is provided at the center of the first
connection protrusion 116. Further, the first connection
protrusion 116 may be disposed coaxially with the first
connection hole 114 and the rotation shaft 132 of the
driving motor 130 passing through the first connection
hole 114.

[0043] The support rib 118 protrudes from the inner
plane of the side surface 110b of the housing 110, to
which the driving motor 130 is connected, to the inside
of the housing 110 by a designated length, and supports
one end of the compression coil spring 170 applying pres-
sure to a first unit 140 of the rotary member 101.

[0044] Thedrivingwheel 120includes awheel part 122
directly contacting the floor surface of the space to be
cleaned to execute traveling of the main body 10, and a
driving shaft 124 connected to the first unit 140 of the
rotary member 101 under the condition that the driving
shaft 124 is fixed to the wheel part 122 to rotate the wheel
part 122.

[0045] The driving motor 130 is connected to the outer
plane of the side surface 110b of the housing 110 pro-
vided with the first connection hole 114, and the rotation
shaft 132 of the driving motor 130 passes through the
first connection hole 114 and is connected to the first unit
140 within the housing 110. Driving force of the driving
motor 130 is transmitted to the driving shaft 124 through
the rotation shaft 132 and power transmission gears 144
connected to the rotation shaft 132, thus rotating the driv-
ing wheel 120.

[0046] The first unit 140 includes a female case 142,
the power transmission gears 144 engaged with each
other and rotatably disposed within the female case 142,
and the second connection protrusion 146 connecting
the first unit 140 to the housing 110.
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[0047] The female case 142 rotatably supports the
power transmission gears 144 disposed therein.

[0048] The powertransmission gears 144 are rotatably
supported by the female case 142 under the condition
that they are engaged with each other, and connect the
rotation shaft 132 of the driving motor 130 and the driving
shaft 124 of the driving wheel 120 to transmit driving force
of the driving motor 130 to the driving shaft 124. The
rotation shaft 132 may pass through a second connection
hole 141 formed on one side surface 142b of the female
case 142 and be connected to one of the power trans-
mission gears 144, and the driving shaft 124 may pass
through a third connection hole 147 formed on the other
side surface 142a of the female case 142 and be con-
nected to one of the remaining power transmission gears
44 which are not connected to the rotation shaft 132.
[0049] The second connection protrusion 146 pro-
trudes from the side surface 142a of the female case 142
in a direction towards the first connection protrusion 116
by a designated length, and is rotatably connected to the
accommodation hole 116a formed on the first connection
protrusion 116.

[0050] A second unit 160 rotated around the rotation
shaft 132 of the driving motor 130 together with the first
unit 140 is provided at one side of the female case 142.
The second unit 160 may be formed integrally with the
first unit 140.

[0051] The first unit 140 is rotatably connected to the
housing 110 through the second connection protrusion
146, and is elastically supported by the housing 110 by
the second unit 160 and the compression coil spring 170.
[0052] The sensing unit 150 detecting displacement of
the driving wheel 120 includes a sensed body 152 pro-
vided on the first unit 140, a sensing body 154 sensing
the sensed body 152, and a bracket 156 fixing the sens-
ing body 154 to the housing 110.

[0053] The sensed body 152 includes a protruding rib
152a protruding from the side surface 142b of the female
case 142 in a direction towards the side surface 110b of
the housing 110, and a magnet 152b connected to one
end of the protruding rib 152a.

[0054] A driving motor accommodation part 111 ac-
commodating the driving motor 130 is provided at one
side of the housing 110, and the bracket 156 supporting
and fixing the sensing body 156 is connected to the driv-
ing motor accommodation part 111.

[0055] The sensing body 154 is fixed to one side of the
bracket 156, senses a separation distance with the
sensed body 152 through magnetic interaction with the
magnet 152b moving together with the first unit 140 within
the driving motor accommodation part 111, and converts
the sensed separation distance with the sensed body
152 into a standardized parameter, such as voltage, to
detect displacement of the driving wheel 120.

[0056] Hereinafter, the structure and principle of ap-
plying pressure to the driving wheel 120 driving the robot
cleaner 1 will be described in detail.

[0057] FIGS.5A and 5B areviews illustrating operating
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states of the driving wheel according to a change of a
floor surface. FIG. 5A illustrates the operating state of
the driving wheel when the robot cleaner main body trav-
els about a hard floor surface, and FIG. 5B illustrates the
operating state of the driving wheel when the robot clean-
er main body travels about a soft floor surface, such as
a carpet, for example.

[0058] As shown in FIGS. 2 to 5B, the compression
coil spring 170 is accommodated in an accommodation
part 182 formed by the first unit 140, the second unit 160
and the support rib 118, and applies pressure to the sec-
ond unit 160.

[0059] The compression coil spring 170 includes a
fixed terminal 172 which is fixed by contact with a first
support surface 118a provided on the support rib 118,
and a pressing terminal 174 which presses the second
unit 160 by contact with a second support surface 160a
of the second unit 160. A fixed point P2 is formed on the
first support surface 118a contacting the fixed terminal
172, and a pressing point P1 is formed on the second
support surface 160a contacting the pressing terminal
174.

[0060] The compression coil spring 170 in a com-
pressed state is accommodated in the accommodation
part 182 and applies pressure to the second unit 160 in
the tangential direction of a trajectory T formed by the
rotation shaft 132 of the driving motor 130 and the press-
ing point P1 during the rotating process of the second
unit 160, and pressure applied to the second unit 160 by
the compression coil spring 170 is transmitted to the driv-
ing wheel 120 contacting the floor surface through the
first unit 140.

[0061] The compression coil spring 170 is disposed at
a position opposite to the driving wheel 120 with respect
to a first straight line L1 extending from the floor surface
which the driving wheel 120 contacts in the vertical di-
rection and passing through the rotation shaft 132 of the
driving motor 130. Further, the compression coil spring
170is disposed at a position opposite to the driving wheel
120 with respect to a third straight line L3 perpendicular
to a second straight line L2 connecting a first rotation
point C1 around which the first unit 140 is rotated and a
second rotation point C2 around which the driving wheel
120 rotatably connected to the first unit 140 is rotated,
and is disposed at a position closer to the rotation shaft
132 of the driving motor 130 than the driving wheel 120.
[0062] The second unit 160 protrudes from one side
of the first unit 140 where a fourth straight line L4 con-
necting the first rotation point C1 and the pressing point
P1 and the first unit 140 meet, in the radial direction of
the trajectory T formed during the rotating process of the
pressing point P1, and includes the second support sur-
face 160a contacting the pressing terminal 174 of the
compression coil spring 170.

[0063] The pressing point P1 is formed on the second
support surface 160a contacting the pressing terminal
174, as described above, and the distance between the
pressing point P1 and the first rotation point C1 is shorter
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than the distance between the first rotation point C1 and
the second rotation point C2.

[0064] The support rib 118 protruding from the inner
plane of the side surface 110b of the housing 110 adja-
cent to the first rotation point C1 to the inside of the hous-
ing 110, and includes the first support surface 118a con-
tacting the fixed terminal 172 of the compression coil
spring 170. The fixed point P2 is formed on the first sup-
port surface 118a contacting the fixed terminal 172.
[0065] The second unit 160 and the support rib 118
are disposed in a direction opposite to the driving wheel
120 and the second rotation point C2 with respect to the
first straight line L1 and the third straight line L3.

[0066] Due to such a structure, as shown in FIGS. 5A
and 5B, a length change D2 of the compression coil
spring 170 is smaller than a displacement D1 of the driv-
ing wheel 120 according to the material or state of the
floor surface. Because a change of pressure applied to
the driving wheel 120 according to the displacement of
the driving wheel 120 is as small as the length change
of the compression coil spring 170, the main body 10 of
the robot cleaner 1 may stably travel. Further, because
a space in the accommodation part 112 in the housing
110, occupied by a structure applying pressure to the
driving wheel 120, i.e., the first unit 140, the second unit
160, and the support rib 118, is small and the length of
the compression coil spring 170 is minimized, a robot
cleaner 1 having a compact size may be designed.
[0067] As is apparent from the above description, a
driving wheel assembly and a robot cleaner having the
same stably apply pressure to a driving wheel regardless
of displacement of the driving wheel generated according
to various states and conditions of floor surfaces, and
thus traveling performance of the robot cleaner may be
improved.

[0068] Further, a space within a robot cleaner main
body occupied by a structure to apply pressure to the
driving wheel is reduced, and thus the robot cleaner hav-
ing a compact size may be designed.

[0069] Although a few embodiments of the present in-
vention have been shown and described, it would be ap-
preciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be
made in these embodiments without departing from the
principles and spirit of the invention, the scope of which
is defined in the claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A driving wheel assembly (100 a, b) mounted on a
main body (10) of a robot cleaner (1) to drive the
robot cleaner, the driving wheel assembly compris-

ing:

a housing (110);

a driving motor (130) connected to one side of
the housing (110);

a first unit (140) connected to the housing (110)
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to be rotated around a rotation shaft (132) of the
driving motor (130), and a second unit (160) pro-
truding from one side of the first unit (140);

a driving wheel (120) rotatably connected to the
first unit (140); and

a compression coil spring (170) disposed at a
position opposite to the driving wheel (120) with
respect to a straight line passing through the ro-
tation shaft (132) of the driving motor (130) and
applying pressure to the second unit (160) in the
tangential direction of a trajectory formed by the
rotation shaft (132) of the driving motor and the
second unit (160) during a process of rotating
the first unit (140).

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the compression coil spring (170) is dis-
posed between a support rib (118) protruding from
one side of the housing (110) adjacent to the rotation
shaft (132) of the driving motor to the inside of the
housing and the second unit (160), and applies pres-
sure to the second unit (160) in the tangential direc-
tion of a trajectory formed by the rotation shaft (132)
of the driving motor and the second unit (160) during
a process of rotating a rotary member (101).

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the compression coil spring (170) is dis-
posed closer to the rotation shaft (132) of the driving
motor (130) than the driving wheel (120).

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 2,
wherein the compression coil spring (170) compris-
es:

a fixed terminal (172) contacting the support rib
(118); and
a pressing terminal (174) contacting the second
unit (160) and applying pressure to the second
unit (160).

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 4,
wherein the support rib (118) comprises a first sup-
port surface (118a) supporting the fixed terminal
(172), and the second unit (160) comprises a second
support surface (160a) supporting the pressing ter-
minal (174).

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 3,
wherein the compression coil spring (170) is dis-
posed at a position opposite to the driving wheel
(120) with respect to a first straight line passing
through a first rotation point (C1) around which the
first unit (140) is rotated and perpendicular to a sec-
ond straight line (L2) connecting the first rotation
point (C1) around which the first unit (140) is rotated
and a second rotation point (C2) around which the
driving wheel (120) is rotated.
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The driving wheel assembly according to claim 4,
wherein:

a pressing point (P1) is formed at a position
where the pressing terminal (174) and the sec-
ond unit (160) contact; and

the second unit (160) protrudes from one side
of the first unit (140) where a third straight line
(L3) connecting a first rotation point (C1) around
which the firstunit (140) is rotated and the press-
ing point (P1) and the first unit (140) meet, in the
radial direction of a trajectory formed during a
process of rotating the pressing point.

The driving wheel assembly according to claim 7,
wherein the first unit (140) comprises power trans-
mission gears (144) transmitting rotary force of the
driving motor (130) to the driving wheel (120).
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