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(67)  The present invention relates to a method for
designing a traction unit for a rail vehicle, the traction unit
comprising at least one wheel unit (105) connected to a
drive unit (107) driving the at least one wheel unit (105)
and a controller unit (108) controlling the drive unit (107).
The method comprises, in a mechanical design step
(109.2), defining at least one mechanical design param-
eter of the traction unit (103, 108) as a function of at least
one predefined performance parameter of the rail vehicle
(101). The method further comprises, in a controller de-
sign step (109.3), defining at least one controller design
parameter of the traction unit (103, 108) as a function of
at least one predefined performance parameter of the
rail vehicle (101) and/or as a function of at least one me-
chanical design parameter of the traction unit (103, 108).
The method further comprises, in an evaluation step
(109.7), defining at least one load value acting on the
traction unit (103, 108) incorporating the at least one me-
chanical design parameter defined in the mechanical de-
sign step (109.2) and incorporating the at least one con-
troller design parameter defined in the controller design
step (109.3), and evaluating compliance of the traction
unit (103, 108) with at least one structural integrity crite-
rion predefined for the rail vehicle (101). The at least one
load value is defined using a set of real operation adhe-
sion characteristics, each of the real operation adhesion
characteristics being representative of real operation slip
dependent wheel to rail adhesion and having been pre-
viously obtained from real operation data, in particular,
real service operation data, of at least one reference rail
vehicle.
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Description

Background of the Invention

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a method for designing atraction unitfor arail vehicle, the traction unit comprising
at least one wheel unit connected to a drive unit driving the at least one wheel unit and a controller unit controlling the
drive unit. The method comprises, in a mechanical design step, defining at least one mechanical design parameter of
the traction unit as a function of at least one predefined performance parameter of the rail vehicle. The method further
comprises, in a controller design step, defining at least one controller design parameter of the traction unit as a function
of at least one predefined performance parameter of the rail vehicle and/or as a function of at least one mechanical
design parameter of the traction unit. The method further comprises, in an evaluation step, defining at least one load
value acting on the traction unit incorporating the at least one mechanical design parameter defined in the mechanical
design step and incorporating the at least one controller design parameter defined in the controller design step, and
evaluating compliance of the traction unit with at least one structural integrity criterion predefined for the rail vehicle. The
present invention also relates to a method for evaluating a press fit used in such a traction unit as well as a method for
establishing a set of wheel to rail adhesion characteristics, either of which may be used as a part of the above method
for designing a traction unit. Finally the present invention relates to a traction unit designed using the above method.
[0002] The wheel unit (typically a wheel set) typically is a crucial component in the design of a traction unit for a rail
vehicle. Beyond the traction torques that have to be transmitted via the driven wheel unit to transmit the desired traction
power from the drive unit to the rail, typically, generally undesired mutual torsional vibrations between the wheels of the
wheel set about the axis of rotation of the wheel set lead to high additional loads to the wheel set shaft and the connection,
typically a press fit, between the respective wheel and the wheel set shaft.

[0003] These additional torsional moments generated as a result of such torsional vibrations, in the past may have
obtained such a level that the structural integrity of the wheel set could not be maintained and the wheels executed a
rotational slipping motion on the wheel set shaft at the level of the press fit. In the past, extensive measurements under
service conditions have been performed to evaluate the load history of these undesired effects. Moreover, the optimization
of mechanical component design parameters and controller design parameters was following a more pragmatic than
systematic approach. This approach resulted in an extensive, time consuming and expensive process, which still suffers
from lacking statistical evidence regarding the assumptions and measurements made.

[0004] During design of such a traction unit, for example, the structural integrity of the wheel set shaft and the press
fit must be assessed on the basis of a combination of torsional and bending stresses in the wheel set shaft which are
decisive for the dimensioning of the components. Component integrity is confirmed if all combined torsional and bending
stresses are below a given integrity threshold.

[0005] With conventional design approaches, basically four different methods which may be classified in two groups
are acknowledged for proving the structural integrity of these components. The first group is the so-called fatigue limit
assessment, wherein it is assessed if the equivalent stress obtained from certain load assumptions remains below an
allowable fatigue limit.

[0006] Here, for example, in so-called a maximum bending and torsional stress scenario, a maximum bending stress
(typically taken from a predetermined norm such as e.g. EN 13104) and a maximum torsional stress from a prototype
testing campaign are used to calculate a resulting equivalent stress which is then evaluated for respecting an allowable
stress limit (typically also taken from the respective norm, i.e. for example from EN 13104). However, this scenario is
very conservative, such that it is less favorable from an economic point of view.

[0007] As a further example, in two so-called realistic bending and torsional stress scenarios (differing in the extent
of the prototype testing campaign), a bending stress acting during torsional oscillation and a torsional stress resulting
from torsional oscillation are used to calculate a resulting equivalent stress which is then evaluated for respecting an
allowable stress limit (typically also taken from the respective norm, i.e. for example from EN 13104). These scenarios,
while being less conservative, require a fairly large amount of prototype testing in order to gain statistical significance
of the testing campaign.

[0008] The second assessment group is the so-called fatigue damage assessment, wherein the fatigue damage is
assessed based on service test stress measurements. In this scenario, a damage equivalent bending stress as well as
the damage equivalent torsional stress is calculated from the results of prototype tests in order to obtain the resulting
total utilization of the respective component. Again, this scenario is extremely extensive, expensive and time consuming,
since it also requires extensive prototype testing in order to gain sufficient statistical significance of the testing campaign.

Brief Description of the Invention

[0009] The object for the present invention was therefore to provide methods of the type mentioned initially, which do
not or at least to a lesser degree have the disadvantages mentioned above and which, in particular, in a simple and
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reliable manner allow a more systematic assessment of the critical maximum loads to be expected in the components
of the traction unit, in particular, the loads to be expected in the wheel unit as a result of torsional vibrations, and which
further allow a reliable load case definition, a significant reduction of track testing and simplify the certification process
of the traction unit.

[0010] The present invention solves this problem on the basis of a method according to the preamble of claim 1 by
means of the features indicated in the characterizing part of claim 1.

It also solves this problem on the basis of a method according to the preamble of claim 10 by means of the features
indicated in the characterizing part of claim 10. It further solves this problem on the basis of a method according to the
preamble of claim 13 by means of the features indicated in the characterizing part of claim 13.

[0011] The presentinventionis based on the technical teaching that, in a simple and reliable manner, a more systematic
assessment of the critical maximum loads to be expected, a reliable load case definition, a significant reduction of on
track testing and a simplified certification process of the traction unit may be achieved if, instead of the known extensive
testing of prototype components to determine one or more load values to be expected during operation of the traction
unit, the at least one load value is defined using a set of real operation adhesion characteristics representative of real
operation slip dependentwheeltorail adhesion and having been previously obtained fromreal operation data, in particular,
real service operation data, of at least one reference rail vehicle.

[0012] One of the advantages of such a solution is that such real operation adhesion characteristics may themselves
already provide a sufficiently broad data basis having sufficient statistical significance. Hence, any calculations made
on the basis of these real operation adhesion characteristics are sufficiently reliable from a statistical point of view which,
in turn, allows avoiding the well-known extensive testing of prototypes (which is necessary in conventional design
processes to obtain statistically sufficiently sound data). Eventually, prototype testing may thus be reduced to a minimum.
For example, prototype testing may only be necessary to verify congruence of mechanical properties and/or of controller
properties and/or of individual functions of these components or combined functions of the system (including mechanical
parts and controller parts, for example) between the real traction unit and its simulation used in the evaluation.

[0013] It will be appreciated that prototype testing may be done using any kind of suitable prototype or prototype
components. Typically, prototype testing is done with so-called type testing vehicles, i.e. one or more of the vehicles
actually to be delivered to and used in normal real service operation by a customer of the manufacturer of the vehicle.
[0014] With the present invention, preferably using real service operation data collected by one or more reference
vehicleitis in particular possible to obtain a sufficiently large, statistically significant data basis of adhesion characteristics
data which allows sufficiently precise prediction of the adhesion characteristics on a defined track for a vehicle with a
defined service operation profile under arbitrary defined environmental conditions. In particular, the adhesion charac-
teristics data may be logically associated with track location information at a sufficiently fine revolution.

[0015] It will be appreciated that the adhesion characteristics data basis does not necessarily have to be established
for the specific track the vehicle to be designed will be used on. Rather it may be sufficient but the adhesion characteristics
data basis covers a sufficiently large amount of representative reference tracks covering all potentially relevant track
conditions.

[0016] It will be further appreciated that the adhesion characteristics data basis may be established using specific
reference vehicles having specific data collecting means for collecting appropriate service operation data. However,
preferably, the data collecting means available in conventional rail vehicles is used for collecting such appropriate service
operation data. By this means, within a comparatively short delay a sufficiently large, statistically significant data basis
may be obtained.

[0017] Hence according to a first aspect, the present invention relates to a method for designing a traction unit for a
rail vehicle, the traction unit comprising at least one wheel unit connected to a drive unit driving the at least one wheel
unit and a controller unit controlling the drive unit. The method comprises, in a mechanical design step, defining at least
one mechanical design parameter of the traction unit as a function of at least one predefined performance parameter
of the rail vehicle. The method further comprises, in a controller design step, defining at least one controller design
parameter of the traction unit as a function of at least one predefined performance parameter of the rail vehicle and/or
as a function of at least one mechanical design parameter of the traction unit. Furthermore, the method comprises, in
an evaluation step, defining at least one load value acting on the traction unit incorporating the at least one mechanical
design parameter defined in the mechanical design step and incorporating the at least one controller design parameter
defined in the controller design step, and evaluating compliance of the traction unit with at least one structural integrity
criterion predefined for the rail vehicle. The at least one load value is defined using a set of real operation adhesion
characteristics, each of the real operation adhesion characteristics being representative of real operation slip dependent
wheel to rail adhesion and having been previously obtained from real operation data, in particular, real service operation
data, of at least one reference rail vehicle.

[0018] It will be appreciated that any desired and suitable real operation data allowing determination of such real
operation adhesion characteristics may be used. Preferably, at least one of the real operation adhesion characteristics
has been obtained using torsional vibration data as the real operation data, the torsional vibration data having been
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collected on the at least one reference rail vehicle and being representative of undesired mutual torsional vibration of
two wheels of a reference wheel unit of the reference rail vehicle about an axis of rotation of the reference wheel unit.

[0019] It will be appreciated that such torsional vibration data lead to specific vibration patterns within the wheel unit
which are a function of the actual slip value (and, hence, of the adhesion characteristic) currently prevailing at the wheel
to rail contact location. More specifically, the typical build up pattern of the oscillation (with the exponential growth of the
amplitude) as well as the limitation of the amplitude of the oscillation (according to the so called Vogel law) allow
development of an algorithm for calculating (together with further operating parameters such as the actual drive torque
applied to the wheel unit) the actual slip and adhesion value pair for the adhesion characteristic that applies at the time
of this specific torsional vibration event.

[0020] It will be appreciated in this context that the Vogel law mentioned above defines that the momentary slip value
at a wheel during such a torsional vibration event oscillates about the actual slip value corresponding to the traction
force or moment, respectively, which would be transmitted at this point of operation in the absence of such a torsional
vibration event.

[0021] Such actual slip and adhesion value pairs retrieved from torsional vibration data recorded by the reference
vehicle(s) may then be used to approximate corresponding adhesion characteristics. It will be appreciated in this context
that the parameters of the exponential growth of the amplitude of the torsional vibration signal in particular depends on
the inclination of the adhesion characteristics at the respective point of operation, such that this information further
simplifies adhesion characteristic approximation and renders it more precise, respectively.

[0022] It will be appreciated that the real operation data collected by the reference vehicle(s) preferably is logically
associated to further parameters (e.g. environmental parameters and/or operational parameters of the reference vehicle)
prevailing at the time of the respective torsional vibration event to allow the setup of a meaningful set of adhesion
characteristics which represent a wide range of finely differentiated operation conditions for the traction unit to be de-
signed.

[0023] Hence, preferably, at least one environmental information, in particular, a weather condition information and/or
an air humidity information and/or an air temperature information, and/or to at least one track condition information and/or
to at least one track location information representative of a condition prevailing upon retrieval of the real operation data
and/or a time of retrieval information of the real operation data is logically associated to at least one of the real operation
adhesion characteristics.

[0024] It will be appreciated that the environmental information, such as information on the weather conditions upon
retrieval of the real operation data, may be obtained in any suitable way. For example, corresponding sensors may be
available at the respective reference vehicle. On the other hand, it may be provided that the reference vehicle only
captures time and location of retrieval of the real operation data and, at a later point in time, on the basis of time and
location of the retrieval and environmental information, such as weather reports (provided with sufficient temporal and
geographic resolution), the corresponding environmental information is logically associated to the real operation data.
It will be appreciated that, in this case, statistical treatment of these data may be provided.

[0025] It will be appreciated that the real operation data may basically be obtained in any desired and suitable way.
Preferably, the real operation data, have been retrieved using at least one sensor unit of the reference vehicle and/or a
drive unit driving the reference wheel unit and/or a control unit of the drive unit driving the reference wheel unit.

[0026] It will be appreciated that, typically, at least one of the real operation adhesion characteristics has been estab-
lished using torsional vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in at least one reference
vehicle. Typically and preferably, however, atleast one of the real operation adhesion characteristics has been established
using torsional vibration data from a plurality of reference vehicles. The use of the data of a plurality of reference vehicles
allows easier and more rapid set up, respectively, of a comprehensive and statistically significant data base of adhesion
characteristics.

[0027] Preferably, the torsional vibration data have been statistically processed to establish the at least one real
operation adhesion characteristic. Here, conventional statistical methods may be used to ensure the elimination of
measurement errors or the like and, hence, to ensure data hygiene.

[0028] It will be appreciated that basically any desired and suitable data obtained during a torsional vibration event
may be used for the purpose of the present method. Preferably, however, only the data obtained during the initial part
of a torsional vibration event is used, during which no counteraction to the torsional vibration (e.g. by a motor or brake
controller etc.) has yet taken place. Such an approach allows using pristine data which are not yet blurred by such
counteraction, which greatly facilitates obtaining realistic and representative data.

[0029] Hence, preferably, at least one of the real operation adhesion characteristics has been established using a
significant fraction of torsional vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in the at least
one reference vehicle the significant fraction being a fraction of the torsional vibration data collected prior to the onset
of an action of a reference vehicle controller counteracting the torsional vibration event.

[0030] As mentioned above, the torsional vibration data preferably include further information facilitating setup of the
adhesion characteristics. Preferably, the torsional vibration data include information representative of a torque prevailing
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within the reference wheel unit about the axis of rotation. In this case, the real operation adhesion characteristic may
then easily be established using a known relation between the torque and a slip value prevailing at a contact point
between one of the wheels of the reference wheel unit and a rail of a track negotiated by the reference vehicle.

[0031] With preferred embodiments of the invention, in a simulation part of the evaluation step, a predefined worst-
case scenario for the vehicle is used to establish a maximum representative slip and/or a representative slip collective
to be expected at the wheel unit during operation of the vetricle, the service profile being representative of service
requirements to be fulfilled by the vehicle over its operational lifetime. Such a worst-case scenario, typically a worst
adhesion scenario, may be set up on the basis of the requirements of the operator of the vehicle as well as the adhesion
characteristics data basis at a very early point in the design process and greatly helps identifying the loads and load
collective, respectively, to be expected for the traction unit over its operational lifetime, which may then be used to
calculate the corresponding slip values.

[0032] The maximum representative slip is preferably used to calculate a maximum torque to be expected at the wheel
unit about an axis of rotation of the wheel unit during operation of the rail vehicle. The maximum torque, in turn, is
preferably used to evaluate compliance of a press fit between one of the wheels and a shaft of the wheel unit with a
predetermined integrity requirement, in particular, with a press fit integrity requirement of the press fit. In addition or as
alternative the maximum torque may be used to evaluate compliance of the shaft with a predetermined shaft integrity
requirement.

[0033] Similarly, the representative slip collective is preferably used to calculate a load collective to be expected at
the wheel unit during operation of the rail vehicle. The load collective, in turn, is then preferably used to evaluate, in a
integrity requirement part of the evaluation step, compliance of a wheel unit component of the wheel unit with a prede-
termined integrity requirement. While the wheel unit component preferably is a wheel unit shaft connecting the wheels,
the integrity requirement may be a lifetime integrity requirement of the respective wheel unit component.

[0034] Preferably, in case of finding noncompliance of the wheel unit component with the predetermined integrity
requirement, at least one mechanical design parameter and/or at least one controller design parameter of the traction
unit is modified as a function of a result of the integrity requirement part of the evaluation step. In this case, the integrity
requirement part of the may then be repeated on the basis of the modified value(s).

[0035] Preferably, the maximum representative slip and/or the representative slip collective is established using the
set of adhesion characteristics established as outlined above. Torealize a highly systematic design approach, preferably,
the maximum representative slip and/or the representative slip collective is established using at least one adhesion
scenario, the adhesion scenario being representative of a typical course of the wheel to rail adhesion to be expected
under a typical worst-case operating scenario of the vehicle. Such typical worst-case operating scenarios may, in par-
ticular, fairly easily be defined for the respective vehicle based on a predefined service profile for the vehicle as mentioned
above, the service profile typically including information on the tracks to be used by the vehicle as well as based on the
adhesion characteristics data basis obtained for these or at least comparable tracks. Hence, preferably, the at least one
adhesion scenario is selected from an adhesion scenario set as a function of the predefined service profile.

[0036] Typically, there is only a limited number of typical worst-case operating scenarios the vehicle may experience.
Preferably, the at least one adhesion scenario comprises a sudden adhesion drop scenario simulating a steep drop in
the wheel to rail adhesion from a maximum adhesion level. In addition or as an alternative, the at least one adhesion
scenario may comprise a sudden adhesion rise scenario simulating a steep rise in the wheel to rail adhesion up to a
maximum adhesion level.

[0037] In addition or as an alternative, the at least one adhesion scenario may comprise an adhesion dent scenario
simulating a steep drop in the wheel to rail adhesion from a maximum adhesion level followed by a steep rise in the
wheel to rail adhesion up to the maximum adhesion level. Typically, the adhesion drop occurs within an adhesion drop
time and the adhesion rise preferably follows after a low adhesion delay, the low adhesion delay preferably being 50%
to 500%, more preferably 50% to 400%, more preferably 90% to 300%, of the adhesion drop time.

[0038] In addition or as an alternative, the at least one adhesion scenario may comprise a low adhesion scenario
simulating a persistent low wheel to rail adhesion at a low adhesion level, the low adhesion level being 20% to 70%,
preferably 30% to 60%, more preferably 40% to 60%, of a maximum adhesion level.

[0039] It will be appreciated that, in any of these scenarios, the maximum adhesion level preferably is representative
of operationon a dry level track. However, any other desired and suitable type of operation may be defined as representing
the maximum adhesion level.

[0040] Asoutlinedabove, the method accordingtothe presentinvention allows greatly reducing the amount of prototype
testing required in the design process. Testing may simply be limited to verify congruence of the simulated properties
with the real properties of a prototype. Hence, preferably, in a testing part of the evaluation step, at least one test is
performed with at least one prototype component of the traction unit to verify congruence of at least one real property
and/or at least one real function of the at least one prototype component with a corresponding simulated property or
function of a simulation model of the at least one prototype component used in a simulation part of the evaluation step.
[0041] It will be appreciated that this congruence verification testing may be used of any desired and relevant property



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2 913 241 A1

of the system. Preferably, the real property may be a real mechanical design parameter of the at least one prototype
component corresponding to the at least one mechanical design parameter defined in the mechanical design step. In
addition or as an alternative, the real property may be a real control design parameter of the at least one prototype
component corresponding to the at least one control design parameter defined in the control design step. In addition or
as an alternative, the real property may be a real function of the at least one prototype component of the controller unit
and/or the drive unit and/or the wheel unit

[0042] To obtain a systematic and streamlined design process, the basic controller setup is defined at an early stage
as a function of the initial mechanical design cornerstones (which, in turn, are typically defined as a function of the service
profile required for the vehicle).

[0043] Hence, preferably, in the mechanical design step, after defining the at least one mechanical design parameter,
in particular, after defining a geometry and a material of a wheel unit shaft of the wheel unit and a press fit of at least
one of the wheels on the wheel unit shaft, a maximum allowable slip value at a contact point between one of the wheels
of the wheel unit and a rail of a track negotiated by the vehicle is calculated using the at least one mechanical design
parameter.

[0044] Subsequently, in a basic controller setup part of the controller design step, a basic controller setup is defined
as a function of the at least one mechanical design parameter defined in the mechanical design step. Then, in a criticality
assessment step of the controller design step, using the maximum allowable slip value and the basic controller setup,
a usage factor for at least one component of the traction unit, in particular, a usage factor for the wheel unit shaft and/or
a usage factor for the press fit, is calculated, and a criticality risk evaluation is performed as a function of the usage
factor for the at least one component. Finally, a modification in the at least one mechanical design parameter and/or in
the at least one controller design parameter is made as a function of a result of the criticality risk evaluation (i.e. if deemed
necessary).

[0045] Thebasiccontroller setup may be made as afunction of arbitrary suitable conditions influencing the requirements
for the controller. Preferably, in the basic controller setup part, the basic controller setup is made as a function of the at
least one mechanical design parameter, the basic controller setup being either a low slip controller setup or a high slip
controller setup.

[0046] With preferred embodiments of the invention, the basic controller setup is made as a function of a location of
a torque transmission from the drive unit to the wheel unit, the low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected if
the location of torque transmission is substantially central between the wheels. This is due to the fact that such a centrally
located torque transmission only has very limited capacity in counteracting torsional vibration events, such that a control
scenario is preferably used, where the potential severity of such torsional vibration events is ab initio limited.

[0047] In addition or as an alternative, the basic controller setup may be made as a function of a maximum level of
the wheel to rail adhesion required for operation of the vehicle the low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected
if the maximum level of the wheel to rail adhesion factor is below 0.15 to 0.30, preferably below 0.15 to 0.35, more
preferably below 0.15 to 0.20. Such a comparatively low maximum adhesion factor apparently only requires a lighter,
less robust design of the components of the traction unit, which, in turn however, is less resistant to torsional vibration,
such that again a control scenario is preferably used, where the potential severity of such torsional vibration events is
ab initio limited. On the other hand, such a comparatively low maximum adhesion factor apparently doesn’t require a
high slip controller setup, such that appropriate operation of the vehicle doesn’t require the additional effort of a high slip
controller setup.

[0048] In addition or as an alternative, the basic controller setup may be made as a function of a traction ratio of traction
units of the vehicle with respect to a total number of running gear units of the vehicle the low slip controller setup, in
particular, being selected if the traction ratio is greater than 0.20 to 0.60, preferably greater than 0.25 to 0.55, more
preferably greater than 0.30 to 0.50. This is due to the fact that, with such a distributed drive system, the effects of any
track conditioning, which may be obtained by a high slip controller setup, are rather limited (compared to a concentrated
drive such as in alocomotive where high slip at the leading running gear may achieve track conditioning which is beneficial
at a trailing running gear).

[0049] In addition or as an alternative, the basic controller setup may be made as a function of braking concept of the
traction unit, the low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected if the braking concept comprises braking means
engaging a tread of the wheels or a wheel contact surface of a rail of the track negotiated by the vehicle. With such a
braking concept acting on the wheel to rail contact surface (and, hence, allowing their conditioning when needed), render
obsolete a track conditioning high slip controller setup (with its disadvantages regarding the potential extent of torsional
vibration).

[0050] It will be appreciated that, in the low slip controller setup, the controller unit is configured to operate in a positive
adhesion gradient area of a wheel to rail adhesion characteristic prevailing at the wheel unit, whereas, in the high slip
controller setup, the controller unit is configured to operate in a negative adhesion gradient area of a wheel to rail adhesion
characteristic prevailing at the wheel unit.

[0051] With preferred embodiments of the invention, in the controller design step, the controller unit is configured to
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detect torsional vibration events at the wheel unit and/or to log torsional vibration events at the wheel unit. In the
mechanical design step, after defining the at least one mechanical design parameter, in particular, after defining a
geometry and a material of a wheel unit shaft of the wheel unit and a press fit of at least one of the wheels on the wheel
unit shaft, a maximum allowable slip value at a contact point between one of the wheels of the wheel unit and a rail of
a track negotiated by the vehicle is calculated using the at least one mechanical design parameter. Subsequently, in
the controller design step, the controller unit, in the high slip controller setup, is configured to counteract torsional vibration
events at the wheel unit implementing a hard intervention regime immediately counteracting torsional vibration events.
In addition or as an alternative, the controller unit, in the high slip controller setup, is configured to implement a slip
growth limitation.

[0052] On the other hand, in the controller design step, the controller unit, in the low slip controller setup, preferably
is configured to counteract torsional vibration events at the wheel unit. The controller unit preferably implements a hard
intervention regime immediately counteracting torsional vibration events if the maximum allowable slip value is below a
critical torsional vibration threshold, while the controller unit preferably implements a soft intervention regime slowly
counteracting torsional vibration events if the maximum allowable slip value is in a soft intervention range above the
critical torsional vibration threshold. In addition or as alternative, in the low slip controller setup, the controller unit may
preferably be configured to implement a slip growth limitation.

[0053] The critical torsional vibration threshold preferably is a slip value of 0.25 m/s to 0.30 m/s, preferably of 0.26
m/s to 0.29 m/s, more preferably of 0.27 m/s to 0.28 m/s. The soft intervention range preferably ranges from the critical
torsional vibration threshold to a slip value of up to 1.6 m/s, preferably up to 1.5 m/s, more preferably up to 1.4 m/s. By
this means, ultimately depending on the damage risk associated to torsional vibration events, an appropriate reaction
to torsional vibration events may be achieved.

[0054] It will be appreciated that any desired and suitable reaction may be chosen in case noncompliance of the
traction unit with the at least one structural integrity criterion is determined in the evaluation step. Preferably, in case of
determining noncompliance of the traction unit with the at least one structural integrity criterion in the evaluation step,
the mechanical design step and/or the controller design step is repeated followed by repetition of the evaluation step.
[0055] In case of determining compliance of the traction unit with the at least one structural integrity criterion in the
evaluation step, maintenance and/or service requirements for the traction unit are preferably generated. ;

[0056] In addition or as an alternative, in case of determining compliance of the traction unit with the at least one
structural integrity criterionin the evaluation step, in a safety demonstration step, at least one hazard analysis is performed
for at least one component of the traction unit. This at least one hazard analysis identifies at least one maximum hazard
failure mode (among a plurality of potential failure modes of the at least one component of the traction unit), which has
a maximum hazard level. Subsequently, a behavior of the at least one component of the traction unit under the maximum
hazard failure mode is simulated to obtain a hazard risk level, in particular, a security integrity level (SIL), of the at least
one component of the traction unit. In many typical embodiments, the maximum hazard failure mode is an axial shift of
one of the wheels on a wheel set shaft of the wheel unit, since such an axial shift typically greatly increases the risk of
derailment of the vehicle.

[0057] According to a second aspect, the present invention further relates to a method for evaluating a press fit,
wherein, in a press fit evaluation step, a press fit acting between a wheel and a shaft of a wheel unit of a traction unit of
a rail vehicle is evaluated for compliance with at least one press fit integrity criterion. The press fit acts between a first
press fit section of the wheel and a second press fit section of the shaft, wherein an axis of rotation of the shaft defines
an axial direction of the wheel unit and a torsional direction about the axis of rotation. The press fit evaluation step
comprises a press fit modeling part, wherein the press fit is modeled by splitting the second press fit section into a
plurality of press fit segments along the axial direction, linking each of the press fit segments to an adjacent press fit
segment in the torsional direction using a first linking characteristic and in the axial direction using a second linking
characteristic, and linking each of the press fit segments to an adjacent part of the first press fit section of the wheel via
at least one frictional third linking characteristic. The press fit evaluation step further comprises a press fit simulation
part, wherein the modeled press fit is subject to at least one predefined load to evaluate compliance of the press fit with
the at least one press fit integrity criterion.

[0058] Such a method may particularly beneficially be used in the evaluation of the compliance of the wheel unit
component with the predetermined integrity requirement as outlined above in the context of the first aspect of the
invention. However, it will be appreciated that this solution represents an individually inventive concept which is inde-
pendent from the first aspect of the invention, in particular, independent from the use of adhesion characteristics deter-
mined from real operation data in the design process.

[0059] It will be appreciated that the above press fit model is particularly suited for the evaluation of the properties of
a press fit under high dynamic load, i.e., typically, under alternating axial and/or circumferential loads acting on the press
fit. The above press fit model, nonetheless due to the (comparatively coarse) segmentation of the shaft part and its
frictional third linking characteristic to the wheel, in particular, allows determining the onset of circumferential micro-
motion at the torque introduction side of the shaft part as well as the axial shift motion under combined axial and torsional
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load. In particular, the model allows determining the threshold torque which initiates such frictional micro-motion.
[0060] The knowledge of these values is important for the dimensioning of the mechanical components participating
in the press fit (i.e. typically the mating sections of the wheel and the shaft) and/or the structural integrity proof of the
entire traction unit, in particular, the combination of the mechanical system and the relevant controller part.

[0061] In the past, such an evaluation of the press fit by prototype testing was economically virtually impossible due
to the complexity of the system and the almost inevitable errors introduced by any measurement system. Hence, typically,
rather conservative assumptions were made for the press fitintegrity evaluation, which greatly increased the requirements
and expense for such a press fit. Contrary to that, the above press fit model now allows obtaining more realistic results
suited to the real mechanical conditions.

[0062] Preferably, the first linking characteristic is a spring and damper connection characteristic. In addition or as an
alternative, the second linking characteristic preferably is a spring and damper connection characteristic or a rigid
connection characteristic.

[0063] It will be appreciated that the third linking characteristic is preferably used to link each of the press fit segments
to the adjacent part of the first press fit section of the wheel press in the torsional direction and in the axial direction.
With certain embodiments however, different frictional third linking characteristics may be used in the torsional direction
and in the axial direction.

[0064] It will be further appreciated that basically any suitable friction model characteristic may be used for the third
linking characteristic, which provides proper representation of the frictional micro-motion between the wheel and the
shaft. Preferably, the third linking characteristic is a characteristic modeling a stick-slip behavior, such as, preferably, a
Lund-Grenoble friction model characteristic.

[0065] It will be further appreciated that, basically, any desired comparatively coarse and macroscopic (compared to
known finite element methods) axial segmentation of the shaft part may be used. Preferably, the plurality of press fit
segments is formed by 5 to 20 press fit segments, preferably 8 to 15 press fit segments, more preferably 10 to 12 press
fit segments. Such segmentation allows keeping the computational effort low while providing proper press fit behavior
assessment.

[0066] Preferably, in the press fit simulation part, the modeled press fit is subject to at least one predefined quasi static
load, in particular, to a predefined quasi static load collective, and/or to at least one dynamic load, in particular to a
predefined dynamic load collective. In addition or as an alternative, in the press fit simulation part, the modeled press
fit is subject to at least one axial load acting along the axial direction. Furthermore, in addition or as an alternative, in
the press fit simulation part, the modeled press fit is subject to at least one torsional load acting along the torsional
direction; the torsional load, in particular, comprising a torsional vibration component representative of a torsional vibration
between two wheels of the wheel unit about the axis of rotation; the torsional load, in particular, having a frequency of
25 Hz to 150 Hz, preferably 30 Hz to 120 Hz, more preferably 35 Hz to 95 Hz. It will be appreciated that any of these
alternatives provides at least close to reality simulation results.

[0067] According to a third aspect, the present invention further relates to a method for establishing a set of adhesion
characteristics, wherein each of the operation adhesion characteristics is representative of slip dependent wheel to rail
adhesion of a wheel of a wheel unit of a traction unit for a rail vehicle. The set of adhesion characteristics is a set of real
operation adhesion characteristics, each of the real operation adhesion characteristics is obtained using real operation
data, in particular, real service operation data, of at least one reference rail vehicle.

[0068] The variants and advantages of the establishment and use of such a real operation adhesion characteristics
have been outlined above in the context of the first aspect of the invention, such that reference is made to the explanations
given above.

[0069] The present invention further relates to a traction unit comprising at least one wheel unit connected to a drive
unitdriving the at least one wheel unit and a controller unit controlling the drive unit, the traction unit having been designed
using a method according to the invention.

[0070] Further preferred embodiments of the invention become apparent from the dependent claims or the following
description of preferred embodiments which refers to the attached drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0071]

Figure 1 is a schematic sectional view of a preferred embodiment of the vehicle according to the invention (along
the line I-l from Figure 3);

Figure 2 is a schematic sectional view of a running gear of the vehicle from Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a diagram of an adhesion characteristic at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from Figure 2;
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Figure 4 is a diagram of a set of adhesion characteristics at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from Figure 2;
Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating a torsional vibration event at a wheel unit of the running gear from Figure 2;
Figure 6 is a diagram illustrating the specifics of the Vogel law;

Figure 7 is a block diagram of a preferred embodiment of the method for designing a traction unit for the rail vehicle

from Figure 1;

Figure 8 is a block diagram of controller unit of the traction unit of the rail vehicle from Figure 1;
Figure 9 is a diagram illustrating an adhesion drop scenario at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from
Figure 2;

Figure 10  is a diagram illustrating an adhesion dent scenario at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from
Figure 2;

Figure 11  isadiagramillustrating a low adhesion scenario at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from Figure 2;

Figure 12  is a diagram illustrating a slip limitation controller action at the wheel to rail contact of the running gear from
Figure 2;

Figure 13  is a schematic sectional view of a part of the running gear from Figure 2.
Figure 14 s a further schematic sectional view of a part of the running gear from Figure 2.
Figure 15 is a diagram illustrating the Lund-Grenoble friction model characteristic used in the method of Figure 7.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0072] In the following, with reference to Figures 1 to 13, a preferred embodiment of the method for designing a traction
unit for a rail vehicle 101 according to the invention will be described. The vehicle 101 may be a vehicle of a train set
and, hence, may be coupled to one or more further vehicles (not shown) of the train set. Moreover, all or some of the
vehicles of the train set may implement the present invention as described herein.

[0073] Figure 1 shows a schematic sectional side view of the vehicle 101. The vehicle 101 comprises a wagon body
102, which in the area of its first end is supported on a running gear in the form of a first bogie 103 by means of a first
spring device 104. In the area of its second end, the wagon body 102 is supported by means of a second spring device
104 on a second running gear in the form of a second bogie 103. The bogies 103 are of identical design. Similar applies
to the spring devices 104. ltis self-evident, however, that the present invention can also be used with other configurations
in which other running gear designs are employed.

[0074] For ease of understanding of the explanations that follow, in the figures a coordinate system x, y, z (determined
by the wheel contact plane of the bogies 104) is indicated, in which the x coordinate denotes the longitudinal direction
of the rail vehicle 101, the y coordinate denotes the transverse direction of the rail vehicle 101 and the z coordinate
denotes the height direction of the rail vehicle 101.

[0075] Thebogie 104 comprises two wheel units in the form of wheelsets 105, each of which via the primary suspension
104.1 of the spring device 104 supports a bogie frame 106. The wagon body 102 is supported via a secondary suspension
104.2 onthe bogie frame 106. The primary suspension 104.1 and the secondary suspension 104.2 are shown in simplified
form in Figure 1 as helical springs. It is self-evident, however, that the primary suspension 104.1 or the secondary
suspension 104.2 can be any suitable spring device. In particular, the secondary suspension 104.2 preferably is a
sufficiently well known pneumatic suspension or similar.

[0076] The bogie 104 is configured as a traction unit with its wheel sets 105 connected to a drive unit 107 driving the
wheel set 105 and a controller unit 108 controlling the drive unit 107. The drive unit 107 comprises a motor 107.1
connected to a gear unit in the form of a gearbox 107.2, which transmits the motor torque MT in a conventional manner
to the wheel set shaft 105.1 of the wheel set 105. The wheels 105.2 of the wheel set 105 are mounted to the wheel set
shaft 105.1 in a press fit connection, such that the traction torque MT is transmitted to the rails TR of the track T resulting
in a traction force FT at the wheel to rail contact point.

[0077] Transfer of the traction forces FT from the wheels 105.2 to the rails TR requires a relative speed between the
wheel 105.2 and the rails TR. In other words, the tangential speed U of the wheel 105.2 at the wheel to rail contact point
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must be greater than the translational speed V of the wheel 105.2. This relative speed between the wheel 105.2 and
the rail TR is called slip speed (or, in some cases hereinafter, simply slip) S=U - V.

[0078] The effective traction force FT at the wheel to rail contact point calculates as the product of the contact force
FC and the adhesion factor AF at the wheel to rail contact point, i.e. as:

FT = AF -FC . (1)

[0079] The characteristic relation between this slip S and the adhesion factor AF, hence, the effective traction force
FT, the so called adhesion characteristic AC, is shown in Figure 3 and 4. As can be seen from Figure 3, at very low slip
speeds S, e.g. in a point of operation PO1, there is a steep gradient in the adhesion characteristic AC, flattening out at
a certain level in a point of operation PO2 depending on the adhesion level available between the wheel 105.2 and the
rail TR. The adhesion level is defined by the contact conditions between the wheel 105.2 and the rail TR, such as dry
contact conditions, wet contact conditions, water or leaves on the track T, etc. Hence, depending on the contact conditions
between the wheel 105.2 and the rail TR, there is a set ACS of different adhesion characteristics AC4 to AC, as it is
shown in Figure 4. Generally, at higher slip levels, e.g. in a point of operation PO3, the adhesion drops down with a
negative gradient following a logarithmic shape.

[0080] The shaft 105.1 connecting the wheels 105.2 basically forms a torsional spring between the two wheels 105.2
with a very low damping ratio. There are a number of different coupling arrangements possible, some where the coupling
between the motor 107.1 and the shaft 105.1 is of a hollow shaft type connected to one of the wheels, or so called axle
hug or semi suspended drives, where the gearbox is located just beside one wheel 105.2. In special cases, the coupling
is allocated just in the middle of the shaft 105.1 through a hollow shaft design. Coupling and gearbox 1057.2 act as a
spring and damping system as well, so that the drivetrain is basically a three mass/spring system with all its dynamic
characteristics.

[0081] The mechanical system of the wheel set 105 has a very low damping ratio and is therefore easily excited and
brought into torsional oscillation, a so called torsional vibration TV. The wheels 105.2 are then oscillating against each
other about the axis of rotation 105.3 of the wheel set 105 with a frequency between around 40 Hz to 90 Hz, depending
on the dimensions and the masses of the wheels 105.2 and the shaft 105.1.

[0082] As the wheels 105.2 are exposed to the different adhesion characteristics of the adhesion characteristics set
ACS (see Figure 4), this oscillation behaves different, depending on the operating point OP on the respective adhesion
characteristic AC, to AC,. As shown in Figure 3, three basically different operating areas OA1 to OA3 exist. In the area
OA1, the gradient is positive, i.e. the slip energy acts as a damper and no torsional oscillation of the wheels 105.2 is
possible.

[0083] Inthe area OA2, the gradientis substantially zero. Atthis point (e.g. in operating point OP2) a torsional oscillation
is not yet starting, but such an operating point with maximum adhesion is difficult to maintain with the traction control
system. The shaft 105.1 tends to slip out into the area OA3 with its negative gradient (e.g. in operating point OP3). Such
a negative gradient of the respective adhesion characteristic AC,; (with i = 1 to x) acts as damper with a negative
characteristic, which is equal to an active excitation of any oscillation of the mechanical system.

[0084] While crossing the operating point PO2 on the adhesion characteristic AC;, the adhesion force changes, and,
with an asymmetric mechanical system as shown in Figure 2, an initiation of the torsional oscillation TV is given by the
nature of the system. The torsional oscillation or torsional vibration TV of the wheels 105.2 then starts and propagates
as shown in Figure 5.

[0085] As can be seen from Figure 5, there is an exponential growth (over time t) of the amplitude MTVA of the
oscillating torque MTV acting within the shaft 105.1 as a result of the torsional vibration TV. This growth goes up to a
certain level, where the amplitude MTVA is cut off. The exponential growth of the amplitude MTVA depends on the inertia
of the wheels 105.2 and the motor 107.1 and the stiffness of the shaft 105.1, as well as of the type of arrangement, in
particular, at which position on the shaft 105.1 the torque of the motor 107.1 is introduced.

[0086] The phenomenon of the cut off of the oscillation amplitude is given by the so called Vogel law, defining that the
amplitude MTVA of a torsional oscillation TV is proportional to the slip value S(T) of the traction as shown in Figure 6.
The contact point of the wheel 105.2 on the rail TR oscillates around the slip value S(T) of the theoretical traction
(theoretical operating point OPT). In other words, as indicated by the arrow TVS in Figure 6, the momentary slip value
S at the wheel 105.2 during such a torsional vibration event TVE oscillates about the actual slip value theoretically
corresponding to the traction force FT which would be transmitted at this operation point OPT in the absence of such a
torsional vibration event TVE.

[0087] Atthe point of zero slip, the adhesion characteristic changes dramatically and the torsional oscillation is heavily
disturbed, so that it can not propagate any further. The actual theoretical slip S(T) applied on the wheel 105.2 at the
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time of a torsional vibration event TVE therefore defines the maximum possible torque MTV,,, that can develop.
[0088] The traction unit in the form of bogie 103 needs to be controlled by an electronic controller system 108, which
together with the mechanical drive system is designed using a method for designing a traction unit according to the
invention as will now be described below. A block diagram of this design method is shown in Figure 7, while a generic
controller architecture for such an electronic controller system 108 is shown in Figure 8.

[0089] The core of the slip or force control of the controller 108, in the present example, is the PI controller 108.1,
which provides a target torque TT to the torque control 108.2 or motor converter, which controls the motor 107.1 itself.
The PI controller 108.1 receives a target slip TS or target force TFT from the control panel 108.3 of the vehicle 101
(operated by the driver of the vehicle 101). Depending on the controller type, different modules are implemented as
feedback loops, such as force optimization 108.4, slip growth limitation 108.5 or torsional vibration control 108.6.
[0090] The force optimization module 108.4 is preferably implemented to basically find the optimum traction force FT
at the peak of the adhesion characteristic AC,. The slip growth limitation 108.5 is preferably implemented to avoid or
reduce a heavy slip out in case the adhesion peak of the adhesion characteristic AC; is exceeded. For the case that
torsional vibrations TV may develop, a recognition system 108.7 is preferably implemented to identify such torsional
vibrations TV and to limit the torque and/or slip within an appropriate delay via the torsional vibration control 108.6 to
stop the torsional vibration TV within an appropriate delay.

[0091] The controller 108 has to cope with a virtually unlimited amount of different adhesion conditions in service.
However, independent of the amount of adhesion characteristic variations, three specific worst-case adhesion scenarios
AS1 to AS3, as they are show in Figure 9 to 11, can be defined on the basis of the set of adhesion characteristics ACS
to understand the basic behavior of the traction system. Each of Figure 9 to 11 reflects the course of the traction moment
MT, the amplitude MTVA and the slip S over time t.

[0092] The scenario AS1 shown in Figure 9 is a sudden adhesion drop, which may happen while running into a tunnel
or leaving it. The scenario to AS2 shown in Figure 10 is an adhesion dent, which may happen while running underneath
a bridge or the like. Finally, the scenario AS3 shown in Figure 11 represents a low adhesion situation as it may occur
e.g. under rainy conditions. Together with the continuously changing wheel to rail contact area (due to the changing
wheel and rail profile combination as well as the relative motion between the wheel 105.2 and the rail TR) it is apparent
that the initiation and propagation of torsional vibration TV is subject to extreme variations in reality.

[0093] All this together makes it impossible to predict the maximum expected torque T,,,, Within the wheel set 105
(even with the best possible models), if the relevant boundary conditions are not well defined. The present invention
solves this problem by applying a systematic approach with clearly defined boundary conditions based on service data
previously captured in one or more reference vehicles as will now be explained in greater detail with reference to Figure 7.
[0094] The process generally starts in a step 109.1 with the contract and technical specification for the vehicle 101.
The vehicle concept and required performance characteristics which are decisive for the mechanical design of the
running gear 103 and the controller design of controller 108, in particular, the architecture of controller 108, are clearly
defined in this step 109.1.

[0095] In a mechanical design step 109.2, the conception design of the bogie 103 and the drive system 107 resulting
from the predefined performance parameters of the rail vehicle. 101 will lead, among others, to an initial dimensioning
of the shaft 105.1 and the press fit between the shaft 105.1 and the respective wheel 105.2. This definition of the
mechanical design parameters of the traction unit 103 allows determination of the allowable slip S, as will be explained
in greater detail below.

[0096] Subsequently, in a basic controller setup part 109.4 of the controller design step 109.3, with the mechanical
concept of the vehicle 101 and the bogie 103 (i.e. with the mechanical design parameter(s) defined in the mechanical
design step 109.2) as well as with the traction performance requirements of the vehicle 101, a decision is made regarding
the basic controller strategy.

[0097] More precisely, as will be explained in greater detail below, a decision is made, whether a high slip controller
architecture or a low slip controller architecture shall be used for controller 108. It will be appreciated that the low slip
strategy is generally preferred for most electric multiple units (EMU), while the high slip strategy is typically required for
locomotives with disc brakes as will be explained in greater detail below.

[0098] With this detailed information on the mechanical design and the controller design, in a criticality assessment
step 109.5 of the controller design step 109.3, a criticality assessment is performed and the controller modules and
controller parameters of controller 108 are defined. Here, using the maximum allowable slip value S,,,, and the basic
controller setup of controller 108, a usage factor UFS for the wheel set shaft 105.1 and a usage factor UFP for the press
fit between shaft 105.1 and wheels 105.2 is calculated. Each usage factor UFS, UFP represents the ratio of the actual
loading with respect to the maximum allowable loading of the respective component.

[0099] Subsequently, a criticality risk evaluation is performed as a function of the usage factors UFS, UFP calculated
in step 109.5. Hence, in step 109.5, recommendations for the design and setup of controller 108 as well as its controller
parameters can be defined. Finally, in a step 109.6, a modification in at least one of the initial mechanical design
parameters and/or in at least one of the initial controller design parameters is made as a function of a result of the
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criticality risk evaluation (i.e. if deemed necessary in step 109.5).

[0100] In a simulation step 109.8 of an evaluation step 109.7, a predefined service profile SP for the vehicle 101 is
then used to establish a maximum representative slip S, ., and a representative slip collective SC to be expected at
the wheel set 105 during operation of the vehicle 101.

[0101] The maximum representative slip S, ..., and a representative slip collective SC are defined using the service
profile SP and a set of real operation adhesion characteristics ACS. Each of the real operation adhesion characteristics
AC,; of the set ACS is representative of real operation slip dependent wheel to rail adhesion.

[0102] The service profile SP is representative of service requirements to be fulfilled by the vehicle 101 over its
operational lifetime. Such a service profile SP, typically, is already set up in the initial step 109.1 on the basis of the
requirements of the operator of the vehicle 101, hence at a very early point in the design process, and greatly helps
identifying the loads and the load collective, respectively, to be expected for the traction unit 103 over its operational
lifetime.

[0103] Hence, using the service profile SP, the appropriate adhesion characteristics AC; may be selected from the set
ACS to simulate, in a comparatively simple and advantageous manner, the real maximum representative slip S ., and
the real representative slip collective SC to be expected at the simulated wheel set 105.

[0104] Each of the real operation adhesion characteristics AC; has been previously obtained from real service operation
data of one or more reference rail vehicles using a preferred embodiment of the method for establishing a set of adhesion
characteristics according to the invention.

[0105] In the present example, the real operation adhesion characteristics AC; of the set ACS have been obtained
using torsional vibration data TVD as the real operation data, the torsional vibration data TVD having been collected on
the respective reference rail vehicle during torsional vibration events TVE at one or more wheel sets of the respective
reference rail vehicle as explained above.

[0106] The maximum representative slip S, ., is used in the present example to calculate a maximum torque T
(about the wheel set axis 105.3) to be expected during operation of the rail vehicle 101. The maximum torque T, in
a integrity requirement evaluation step 109.9 of the evaluation step 109.7, is used to evaluate compliance of the press
fit between the respective wheel 105.2 and the shaft 105.1 with a predetermined integrity requirement, in particular, with
a press fit integrity requirement defined for the press fit.

[0107] Similarly, the representative slip collective SC is used in the present example to calculate a load collective LC
to be expected at the wheel set during operation of the rail vehicle 101. The load collective LC, in the integrity requirement
evaluation step 109.9, is used to evaluate, compliance of the wheel set shaft 105.1 with a predetermined integrity
requirement. In the present example, the integrity requirement is a lifetime integrity requirement defined for the of the
wheel set shaft 105.1.

[0108] Preferably, in case of finding noncompliance of the shaft 105.1 and the press fit with the predetermined integrity
requirement, at least one mechanical design parameter and/or at least one controller design parameter is modified as
a function of a result of the integrity requirement evaluation step 109.9. This is done, in the present example, by jumping
back to step 109.6, such that, ultimately, the evaluation step 109.7 is repeated on the basis of the modified mechanical
design parameter and/or controller design parameter value(s).

[0109] In case of finding compliance of the shaft 105.1 and the press fit (as well as of eventual other components)
with the respective predetermined integrity requirement, in a step 109.10, the final design and calculations for the
mechanical components of the bogie 103 and the controller 108 follow together with the generation of the respective
documentation for the subsequent certification process performed in step 109.11.

[0110] The final mechanical design and the final controller design further allows defining service and maintenance
instructions for the vehicle and also the calculation of the hazard scenarios in case of failure of components or false
behavior of the controller systems, as it is also done in step 109.10. Together with the safety case documentation, the
safety integrity level (SIL) is defined in step 109.10. Finally, in the validation activities will be derived from all the analysis
in step 109.10.

[0111] The process is now conclusive and the preparation for the certification of the vehicle 101 through the authorities
follows in a step 109.11 before terminating the process in a step 109.12.

[0112] Will be appreciated that, with other embodiments of the invention, the criticality assessment step 109.5 may
be omitted as it is indicated in Figure 7 by the dashed contour 110. In this case, after the basic controller design step
109.4 is completed, the method immediately jumps to the simulation step 109.8.

[0113] The above process includes a plurality of sub-processes which will now be explained in greater detail.

[0114] As mentioned above, the design of the bogie 103, the drive unit 107 and the wheelset 105 is driven by the train
concept and the performance requirements defined by the operator of the vehicle 101. Generally, this is a periodic
process, following different loops from the conceptual design up to the final design review. However, the general layout
of these components is basically fixed in an early stage of a contract, typically in step 109.1, so that the required
performance of the shaft 105.1 and press fit of the wheels 105.2 on the shaft 105.1 can be calculated at this early stage.
[0115] The calculation of the press fit performance and the shaft performance allows the calculation of the allowable
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torques MTV ., caused by torsional vibrations events for the shaft 105.1 and press fit of the wheels 105.2 on the shaft
105.1. In the mechanical design step 109.2, these allowable torques MTV,,, can then be converted into allowable slip
values S, according to the Vogel Law as outlined above (see Figure 6) and the previously determined mechanical
design parameters of the wheel set 105 and the drive unit 107.

[0116] The basic controller design of controller 108, i.e. the control strategy definition in step 109.3 considers two
completely different control strategies, namely a low slip strategy and a high slip strategy as explained above. Especially
with locomotives a high traction force FT is required, such that in cases, where only disc brakes are implemented in the
bogie 103, the wheel tread roughness is so low that, at low adhesion factors AF, the traction force FT is significantly
reduced.

[0117] To improve the traction performance under low adhesion conditions, the wheel sets 105 of the leading bogie
103 are run with a high slip value S in order to condition the rails TR, providing a higher adhesion level for the trailing
bogie 103. This strategy is called a high slip strategy.

[0118] On the other hand, with EMUs with distributed traction systems, this rail conditioning process does not provide
a significant improvement in the traction performance and, therefore, running at high slip is not required. Hence, typically,
a low slip control strategy is used. In case of such a low slip control strategy, the slip S is limited to such a level, that the
torsional vibrations TV are either eliminated or the torques are not structurally relevant for the wheel set 105. Both
strategies can be implemented with the same controller architecture of controller 108 having different controller param-
eters. As an alternative, two different controller architectures may be used for controller 108.

[0119] Basedon the train concept, the design and performance characteristics defined in initial step 109.1, the following
four criteria are decisive for the decision on the control strategy.

[0120] A first criterion is the lateral position (i.e. the position along the transverse direction y) of the introduction of the
drive torque MT into the shaft 105.1, i.e. typically the position of the gearbox 107.2 on the shaft 1005.1. A laterally central
position of the gearbox 107.2 or torque application, respectively, does not allow identification and counteraction of
torsional vibration events TVE via the drive system 107. A low slip strategy is therefore required in any of these cases.
[0121] With an eccentric arrangement of the gearbox 107.2 or torque application, respectively, both strategies are
generally possible, such that the following further criteria are respected in the decision.

[0122] A second criterionis the nominal adhesion (i.e. the required adhesion factor AF to transfer the maximum traction
force FT 4« required according to the operator’s specifications). If the required adhesion factor AF is lower than 0.20,
a low slip strategy is preferably followed. This is due to the fact that, at such low adhesion levels, a lighter, less robust
design of the components of the wheel set 105 is required, which, in turn however, is less resistant to torsional vibration
TV, such that, preferably, a control scenario is used, where the potential severity of such torsional vibration events TVE
is ab initio limited.

[0123] A third criterion is the traction ratio of traction units 103 within the individual vehicle or the train set (if more
vehicles 101 are combined to form such a train set) with respect to a total number of running gear units of the individual
vehicle or the entire train set. If, in the present example, the traction ratio (i.e. the relation between driven wheel sets
105 and total number of wheel sets) is higher than 30% to 50% (as it is the case, for example, in many EMUs) a low slip
strategy will be followed. At lower traction ratio values, as it is usually the case with locomotive driven train sets, a high
slip strategy will be followed.

[0124] Finally, a fourth criterion is the braking concept of the traction unit. If the bogie 103 is equipped with tread or
block brakes, the wheels 105.2 are continuously conditioned to have a higher surface roughness. Hence, a low slip
strategy will be followed in the present example. If exclusively disc brakes are implemented, such surface conditioning
doesn’t take place and, hence, a high slip strategy will be followed in the present example.

[0125] If a low slip controller strategy is selected in the basic controller design step 109.4, the following considerations
apply for the detailed design of controller 108 in the present example.

[0126] If the peak value of the relevant adhesion characteristics AC; is at a relatively high slip value S, which is higher
than the allowable slipS,, ., operating conditions in the positive gradient area (OA1 in Figure 3) will exist and no torsional
vibrations TV will be generated at all during real operation of vehicle 101. Hence, in these cases, the controller 108 only
has to ensure that the maximum allowable slip S, is not exceeded.

[0127] If the peak value of the relevant adhesion characteristics AC; is at a very low slip value, which is lower than the
allowable slip S,,,,, operating conditions in the negative gradient area (OA3 in Figure 3) will exist and torsional vibrations
TV will be generated during real operation of vehicle 101. In this case, it is important to implement an effective slip growth
limitation module 108.5 that limits the slip out of the wheel set 105.

[0128] In case of a slip out at a point in time tg;,,,+, the torsional vibration TVE can be initiated immediately. Hence,
in the present example, the controller 108 shall reduce the effective slip S fast enough that it falls below the maximum
allowable slip threshold S,,,,, before the amplitude MTVA,¢, of the torsional vibration torque MTV generated exceeds
the allowable torque MTVA, ., as it is schematically shown in Figure 12 (also showing the theoretical course of the
amplitude MTVA, ., in the absence of such a counteraction).

[0129] In case, the allowable slip stays between around 1 km/h to 5 km/h, the shaft 105.1 can resist the torques MTV
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induced by the torsional vibrations TV without damage. However, as it is not recommended to run for a long time with
such torsional vibrations TV, in the present example, the torsional vibrations TV shall be identified and the slip S shall
be smoothly reduced in order to stop the torsional vibrations TV, preferably after a few seconds. In case, the allowable
slip Sy,ax is very low, e.g. lower than around 1 km/h, the torques MTV generated by torsional vibrations TV could damage
the shaft 105.1 and the press fit with the wheel 105.2. Therefore, a hard intervention from the controller 108 is provided
in the present example to stop any torsional vibration TV as soon as possible, preferably immediately.

[0130] In either case, the functionality of the controller 108 shall be supervised in the present example. This will be
done by the torsional vibration identification component 108.7. If the amplitude MTVA of the torque MTV exceeds the
predefined limit, the supervision component 108.7 will generate alarms which allow a respective action at the required
safety level.

[0131] Ifa high slip controller strategy is selected in the basic controller design step 109.4, the following considerations
apply for the detailed design of controller 108 in the present example.

[0132] With this strategy, the system will run by definition in the area of the negative slope of the adhesion characteristics
(OA3 in Figure 3). Hence, the torques MTV generated by the torsional vibrations TV will become critical for the integrity
of the shaft 105.1 and the press fit with the wheel 105.2. It is therefore important to implement an effective slip growth
limitation in component 108.5 together with a torsional vibration control in components 108.6 and 108.7 with hard
intervention features such as torque and slip reduction. The evaluation of the maximum slip S and the respective
torque MTVA,,,,, is done in a similar way as for the low slip strategy shown in Figure 12.

[0133] Alsoin this case, the functionality of the controller 108 shall be supervised in the present example. This will be
done by the torsional vibration identification component 108.7. If the amplitude MTVA of the torque MTV exceeds the
predefined limit, the supervision component 108.7 will generate alarms which allow a respective action at the required
safety level.

[0134] Forthe calculation of the respective torques MTV asiitis done in the part 109.8 of evaluation step 109.7, detailed
and complex simulation models are used with a realistic representation of the mechanical system together with the
complete architecture of controller 108.

[0135] As the adhesion conditions can vary to a virtually unlimited extent, the specific adhesion scenarios AS1 to AS3
as described above in the context of Figure 9 to 11 are used to allow systematic assessment of the behaviour of the
system. In the present example, the detailed behaviour of the complete system (mechanical and controller components)
are calculated for each scenario AS1 to AS3. As a special case, the run into an adhesion raise as existing in the adhesion
dent scenario AS2 will also be calculated. These scenarios allow for a reliable evaluation of the behaviour of controller
108 and the development of the torsional vibration torque MTV.

[0136] With this systematic approach, the maximum possible torque amplitudes MTVA,,,, can be defined as well as
the expected torques MTV for all ranges of expected slip values in real service. The knowledge of the maximum possible
torque amplitudes MTVA,,,x obtained with the present invention eliminates the need for the definition of a confidence
interval from prototype service test measurements for the maximum expected torque with the unknown maximum potential
excedance value as it is the case in conventional approaches.

[0137] The set up of the set of adhesion characteristics SAC with the individual adhesion characteristics AC; in the
present example is done using the records of torsional vibration events TVE during service operation of a plurality of
reference vehicles as it has been described above. As had been explained in the context of Figure 5 and 6, such torsional
vibration data TVD lead to specific vibration patterns within the wheel set 105 (see Figure 5) which are a function of the
actual slip value S(T) currently prevailing at the wheel to rail contact location. More specifically, the typical build up
pattern of the oscillation (with the exponential growth of the amplitude as shown in Figure 5) as well as the limitation of
the amplitude of the oscillation (according to the so called Vogel law as shown in Figure 6) allow development of an
algorithm for calculating (together with further operating parameters such as the actual drive torque applied to the wheel
unit) the actual slip (S) and adhesion factor (AF) pair for the adhesion characteristic AC; that applies at the time of this
specific torsional vibration event TVE.

[0138] Such actual slip and adhesion value pairs (S; AF) retrieved from torsional vibration data TVD recorded by the
reference vehicles are then used in the present example to approximate the corresponding adhesion characteristics
AC,. It will be appreciated that the parameters of the exponential growth of the amplitude of the torsional vibration signal
in particular depends on the inclination of the adhesion characteristic AC; at the respective point of operation, such that
this information further simplifies approximation of the adhesion characteristic AC, and renders it more precise, respec-
tively.

[0139] It will be appreciated that the torsional vibration data TVD collected by the reference vehicles in the present
example is logically associated to further parameters, such as environmental parameters and operational parameters
of the reference vehicle, prevailing at the time of the respective torsional vibration event TVE to allow the setup of a
meaningful set SAC of adhesion characteristics AC; which represent a wide range of finely differentiated operation
conditions for the traction unit 103 to be designed.

[0140] In the present example, environmental information, such as a weather condition information, an air humidity
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information, an air temperature information may be logically associated to the torsional vibration data TVD (and, hence,
to the associated adhesion characteristic AC;) alone or in arbitrary combination. Similarly, a track condition information
and a track location information prevailing upon retrieval of the torsional vibration data TVD may be logically associated
to the torsional vibration data TVD (and, hence, to the associated adhesion characteristic AC,) alone or in arbitrary
combination. Similarly, a time of retrieval information of the torsional vibration data TVD may be logically associated to
the torsional vibration data TVD and, hence, the associated adhesion characteristic AC,;.

[0141] Withthe thus obtained knowledge of the probability of torsional vibration events TVE in relation to the geographic
position and the respective environmental condition, for example, a load history profile can be generated for the torsional
vibration TV.

[0142] Furthermore, the continuous collection of the real service torsional vibration data TVD on a large population of
vehicles may be used to continuously raise the statistical significance of the torsional vibration data basis and, hence,
the accuracy and reliability of the overall process.

[0143] Finally, the collection of torsional vibration data TVD and torque values MTV allows checking the usage of the
wheel sets 105 in relation to their load history and structural integrity calculation for the certification process done in step
109.11. The service profile of the real vehicle 101 can be monitored and, in case of exceeding given threshold values,
the change of the wheel sets 105 or its individual components can be planned during the normal maintenance process.
[0144] Instead of prototype testing measurements for the evaluation of the respective torque values MTV as it is
necessary in conventional approaches, the data derived from the present process are used without loops. The conver-
gence of the present process is given by the statistical significance of the adhesion data basis used for establishing the
adhesion characteristics AC;.

[0145] The required tests in the evaluation step 109.7 are therefore limited to the demonstration of the proper function
of the system with its controller 108 and the validation of the mechanical characteristics. Hence, in the present example,
prototype testing is only done to verify congruence of the mechanical properties, the controller properties and their
combined relevant functions between the real traction unit 103 and its simulation used in the evaluation step 109.7.
[0146] Consequently, as outlined above, the present process allows greatly reducing the amount of prototype testing
required in the design process. Testing may simply be limited to verify congruence of the simulated properties with the
real properties of a prototype. Typically, up to around 1,600 km test runs can be saved using the present process.
[0147] The safety demonstration process in step 109.10 starts with a preliminary hazard analysis, which identifies the
expected failure modes with the highest or relevant hazard potential. These failure modes will be calculated with detailed
models to demonstrate the behaviour of the system under these conditions. This approach allows assessing the hazard
that could result out of such a failure.

[0148] In the present example, an axial movement in the press fit of the wheel 105.2 on the shaft 105.1 is considered
a key risk of any failure in the system. To assess this risk, a preferred embodiment of a method for evaluating a press
fit according to the present invention is used in a press fit evaluation step of step 109.10. In this step, the press fit acting
between a first press fit section 105.4 of the wheel 105.2 and a second press fit section 105.5 of the shaft 105.1 is
evaluated for compliance with a press fit integrity criterion.

[0149] To this end, the press fit evaluation step comprises a press fit modeling part, wherein the press fit is modeled
by splitting the second press fit section 105.5 into a plurality of press fit segments 105.6 (namely 10 segments 105.6 in
the present example) along the direction of wheel set axis 105.3, linking each of the press fit segments 105.6 to an
adjacent press fit segment 105.6 in the torsional direction (about axis 105.3) using a first linking characteristic LC1 and
in the axial direction using a second linking characteristic LC2, and linking each of the press fit segments 105.6 to an
adjacent part of the first press fit section 105.4 of the wheel 105.2 via a frictional third linking characteristic LC3.
[0150] The press fit evaluation step further comprises a press fit simulation part, wherein the modeled press fit is
subject to predefined loads to evaluate compliance of the press fit with least one press fit integrity criterion as it is shown
in Figure 14.

[0151] It will be appreciated that the above press fit model is particularly suited for the evaluation of the properties of
the press fit under high dynamic load, i.e., typically, under alternating axial and/or circumferential loads acting on the
press fit. The above press fit model, nonetheless due to the (comparatively coarse) segmentation of the shaft part 105.5
and its frictional third linking characteristic LC3 to the wheel 105.2 allows determining the onset of circumferential micro-
motion at the torque introduction side 105.7 of the shaft part 105.5 as well as the axial shift motion under combined axial
and torsional load. In particular, the model allows determining the threshold torque which initiates such frictional micro-
motion.

[0152] The knowledge of these values is important for the dimensioning of the mechanical components participating
in the press fit (i.e. typically the mating sections of the wheel 105.2 and the shaft 105.1) and the structural integrity proof
of the entire traction unit, in particular, the combination of the mechanical system and the relevant controller part of
controller 108.

[0153] In the past, such an evaluation of the press fit by prototype testing was economically virtually impossible due
to the complexity of the system and the almost inevitable errors introduced by any measurement system. Hence, typically,
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rather conservative assumptions were made for the press fitintegrity evaluation, which greatly increased the requirements
and expense for such a press fit. Contrary to that, the above press fit model now allows obtaining more realistic results
suited to the real mechanical conditions.

[0154] In the present example, the first linking characteristic LC1 is a spring and damper connection characteristic,
while the second linking characteristic LC2 is a rigid connection characteristic. The third linking characteristic LC3 is a
Lund-Grenoble friction model characteristic, i.e. a characteristic modeling a stick-slip behavior between two bodies as
it is shown in Figure 15.

[0155] As can be seen from Figure 15, the Lund-Grenoble friction model characteristic LC3 has an elastic phase, with
a linear stiffness C, superimposed by a viscous damping component C,. After exceeding the static friction coefficient
K there is slip phase with a friction coefficient g having a logarithmic decrease with the slip velocity V;,. The friction
coefficient g asymptotically approaches the dynamic friction coefficient w4 with increasing slip velocity V.. In parallel
there is a Coulomb damping component C, which increases with the slip velocity V.

[0156] It will be further appreciated that the comparatively coarse and macroscopic (compared to known finite element
methods) axial segmentation of the shaft part 105.5 allows keeping the computational effort low while providing proper
press fit behavior assessment.

[0157] In the present example, in the press fit simulation part, the modeled press fit is subject to a predefined quasi
static load collective and to a predefined dynamic load collective. More precisely, in the press fit simulation part, the
modeled press fit is subject to axial loads FA(t) acting along the axis 105.3 as well as to torsional loads MT(t) acting
along the torsional direction (i.e. about axis 105.3), both in a quasi static manner and in a predefined dynamic manner.
The torsional load MT(t) comprises a torsional vibration component representative of a torsional vibration TV as it has
been described above. In the present example, the torsional load MT(t) has a frequency of 40 Hz to 90 Hz to cover the
bandwidth of typical torsional vibration TV.

[0158] Asmentioned above, with the press fitmodel, the onset of circumferential micro-motion at the torque introduction
side 105.7 of the shaft part 105.5 as well as the axial shift motion under combined axial and torsional load is determined.
Moreover, the press fit model allows determining the threshold torque which initiates such frictional micro-motion. The
results of the press fit simulation part simulation part are then checked against the predefined press fit integrity criterion
to evaluate press fit safety. Obviously, in case of finding noncompliance with the press fit integrity criterion, an appropriate
modification to the system design will be made.

[0159] The present invention, in the foregoing, has only been described by way of an example for a vehicle under
traction conditions. However, the same process can be applied as well for systems under braking condition. As the
adhesion factor AF is generally below 0.15 under braking conditions, the frequency of torsional vibration events TVE is
significantly lower than under traction at higher adhesion factor levels. As the slip S however is generally higher under
braking conditions, the torques MTV generated under braking conditions can easily be higher than under traction con-
ditions. Despite the higher torque values MTV, the lower frequency leads to a generally lower criticality of torsional
vibration events TVE under braking conditions.

slip-

Claims

1. A method for designing a traction unit for a rail vehicle, said traction unit comprising at least one wheel unit (105)
connected to a drive unit (107) driving said at least one wheel unit (105) and a controller unit (108) controlling said
drive unit (107), said method comprising,

- in a mechanical design step (109.2), defining at least one mechanical design parameter of said traction unit
(103, 108) as a function of at least one predefined performance parameter of said rail vehicle (101),

- in a controlled design step (109.3), defining at least one controller design parameter of said traction unit (103,
108) as a function of at least one predefined performance parameter of said rail vehicle (101) and/or as a function
of at least one mechanical design parameter of said traction unit (103, 108), and,

-inan evaluation step (109.7), defining at least one load value acting on said traction unit (103, 108) incorporating
said at least one mechanical design parameter defined in said mechanical design step (109.2) and incorporating
said at least one controller design parameter defined in said controller design step (109.3), and evaluating
compliance of said traction unit (103, 108) with at least one structural integrity criterion predefined for said rail
vehicle (101);

characterised in that

- said at least one load value is defined using a set of real operation adhesion characteristics, each of said real
operation adhesion characteristics being representative of real operation slip dependent wheel to rail adhesion
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and having been previously obtained from real operation data, in particular, real service operation data, of at
least one reference rail vehicle.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

- at least one of said real operation adhesion characteristics has been obtained using torsional vibration data
as said real operation data, said torsional vibration data having been collected on said at least one reference
rail vehicle and being representative of undesired mutual torsional vibration of two wheels of a reference wheel
unit of said reference rail vehicle about an axis of rotation of said reference wheel unit;

and/or

- at least one environmental information, in particular, a weather condition information and/or an air humidity
information and/or an air temperature information, and/or to at least one track condition information and/or to
atleast one track location information representative of a condition prevailing upon retrieval of said real operation
data and/or a time of retrieval information of said real operation data is logically associated to at least one of
said real operation adhesion characteristics;

wherein

- said real operation data, in particular, have been retrieved using at least one sensor unit of said reference
vehicle and/or a drive unit driving said reference wheel unit and/or a control unit of a drive unit driving said
reference wheel unit;

- at least one of said real operation adhesion characteristics, in particular, has been established using torsional
vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in said at least one reference vehicle,
in particular, having occurred in a plurality of reference vehicles, said torsional vibration data, in particular,
having been statistically processed to establish said at least one real operation adhesion characteristic;

- atleast one of said real operation adhesion characteristics, in particular, has been established using a significant
fraction of torsional vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in said at least
one reference vehicle, said significant fraction being a fraction of said torsional vibration data collected prior to
the onset of an action of a reference vehicle controller counteracting said torsional vibration event.

- said torsional vibration data, in particular, including information representative of a torque prevailing within
said reference wheel unit about said axis of rotation, said real operation characteristic being established using
a known relation between said torque and a slip value prevailing at a contact point between one of said wheels
of said reference wheel unit and a rail of a track negotiated by said reference vehicle.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein,

- in a simulation part of said evaluation step (109.7), a predefined worst-case scenario for said vehicle is used
to establish a maximum representative slip and/or a representative slip collective to be expected at said wheel
unit (105) during operation of said rail vehicle (101), said service profile being representative of service require-
ments to be fulfilled by said vehicle over its operational lifetime;

- said maximum representative slip, in particular, being used to calculate a maximum torque to be expected at
said wheel unit (105) about an axis of rotation of said wheel unit (105) during operation of said rail vehicle (101),
said maximum torque, in particular, being used to evaluate compliance of a press fit between a wheel (105.2)
and a shaft (105.1) of said wheel unit (105) with a predetermined integrity requirement, in particular, with a
press fit integrity requirement of said press fit and/or to evaluate compliance of said shaft (105.1) with a prede-
termined integrity requirement;

- said representative slip collective, in particular, being used to calculate a load collective to be expected at said
wheel unit (105) during operation of said rail vehicle (101), said load collective, in particular, being used to
evaluate, in a integrity requirement part of said evaluation step (109.7), compliance of a wheel unit component
of said wheel unit (105), in particular, a wheel unit shaft (105.1) connecting said wheels (105.2), with a prede-
termined integrity requirement, in particular, a required lifetime requirement of said wheel unit component; and,
- in case of finding noncompliance of said wheel unit component with said predetermined integrity requirement,
in particular, modifying atleast one mechanical design parameter and/or at least one controller design parameter
of said traction unit (103, 108) as a function of a result of said integrity requirement part of said evaluation step
(109.7).
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4. The method according to claim 3, wherein

- said maximum representative slip and/or said representative slip collective is
established using said set of adhesion characteristics;

and/or

- said maximum representative slip and/or said representative slip collective is established using at least one
adhesion scenario, said adhesion scenario being representative of a typical course of said wheel to rail adhesion
to be expected under a typical worst-case operating scenario of said vehicle;

wherein

- said at least one adhesion scenario, in particular, comprises a sudden adhesion drop scenario simulating a
steep drop in said wheel to rail adhesion from a maximum adhesion level;

- said at least one adhesion scenario, in particular, comprises a sudden adhesion rise scenario simulating a
steep rise in said wheel to rail adhesion up to a maximum adhesion level;

- said at least one adhesion scenario, in particular, comprises an adhesion dent scenario simulating a steep
drop in said wheel to rail adhesion from a maximum adhesion level followed by a steep rise in said wheel to rail
adhesion up to said maximum adhesion level, said adhesion drop, in particular, occurring within an adhesion
drop time and said adhesion rise, in particular, following after a low adhesion delay, said low adhesion delay
being 50% to 500%, preferably 50% to 400%, more preferably 90% to 300%, of said adhesion drop time;

- said at least one adhesion scenario, in particular, comprises a low adhesion scenario simulating a persistent
low wheel to rail adhesion at a low adhesion level, said low adhesion level being 20% to 70%, preferably 30%
to 60%, more preferably 40% to 60%), of a maximum adhesion level;

- said maximum adhesion level, in particular, being representative of operation on a dry level track;

- said at least one adhesion scenario, in particular, being selected from of an adhesion scenario set as a function
of said predefined service profile.

5. The method according any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein

- in a testing part of said evaluation step (109.7), at least one test is performed with at least one prototype
component of said traction unit (103, 108) to verify congruence of at least one real property and/or at least one
real function of said at least one prototype component with a corresponding simulated property or function of
a simulation model of said at least one prototype component used in a simulation part of said evaluation step
(109.7);

- said real property, in particular, being a real mechanical design parameter of said at least one prototype
component corresponding to said at least one mechanical design parameter defined in said mechanical design
step (109.2);

- said real property, in particular, being a real control design parameter of said at least one prototype component
corresponding to said at least one control design parameter defined in said control design step;

- said real property, in particular, being a real function of said at least one prototype component of said controller
unit (108) and/or said drive unit (107) and/or said wheel unit (105).

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein

- in said mechanical design step (109.2), after defining said at least one mechanical design parameter, in
particular, after defining a geometry and a material of a wheel unit shaft (105.1) of said wheel unit (105) and a
press fit of at least one of said wheels (105.2) on said wheel unit shaft (105.1), a maximum allowable slip value
at a contact point between one of said wheels (105.2) of said wheel unit (105) and a rail of a track negotiated
by said vehicle is calculated using said at least one mechanical design parameter;

- in a basic controller setup part (109.4) of said controller design step (109.3), a basic controller setup is defined
as a function of said at least one mechanical design parameter defined in said mechanical design step (109.2);
- in a criticality assessment step (109.5) of said controller design step (109.3), using said maximum allowable
slip value and said basic controller setup, a usage factor for at least one component of said traction unit (103,
108), in particular, a usage factor for said wheel unit shaft (105.1) and/or a usage factor for said press fit, is
calculated, and a criticality risk evaluation is performed as a function of said usage factor for said at least one
component, and
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- a modification in said at least one mechanical design parameter and/or in said at least one controller design
parameter is made as a function of a result of said criticality risk evaluation.

The method according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein

- in said basic controller setup part (109.4), said basic controller setup is made as a function of said at least one
mechanical design parameter, said basic controller setup being either a low slip controller setup or a high slip
controller setup;

- said basic controller setup, in particular, being made as a function of a location of a torque transmission from
said drive unit (107) to said wheel unit (105), said low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected if said
location of torque transmission is substantially central between said wheels (105.2);

and/or

- said basic controller setup, in particular, being made as a function of a maximum level of said wheel to rail
adhesion required for operation of said vehicle, said low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected if said
maximum level of said wheel to rail adhesion factor is below 0.15 two 0.30, preferably below 0.15 to 0.35, more
preferably below 0.15 to 0.20;

and/or

- said basic controller setup, in particular, being made as a function of a traction ratio of traction units of said
vehicle with respect to a total number of running gear units of said vehicle, said low slip controller setup, in
particular, being selected if said traction ratio is greater than 0.20 to 0.60, preferably greater than 0.25 to 0.55,
more preferably greater than 0.30 to 0.50;

and/or

- said basic controller setup, in particular, being made as a function of braking concept of said traction unit (103,
108), said low slip controller setup, in particular, being selected if said braking concept comprises braking means
engaging atread of said wheels (105.2) or a wheel contact surface of a rail of said track negotiated by said vehicle;

wherein,

-in said low slip controller setup, said controller unit (108) is configured to operate in a positive adhesion gradient
area of a wheel to rail adhesion characteristic prevailing at said wheel unit (105), and, in said high slip controlled
setup, said controller unit (108) is configured to operate in a negative adhesion gradient area of a wheel to rail
adhesion characteristic prevailing at said wheel unit (105).

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein,

- in said controlled design step (109.3), said controller unit (108) is configured to detect torsional vibration events
at said wheel unit (105) and/or to log torsional vibration events at said wheel unit (105); wherein

- in said mechanical design step (109.2), after defining said at least one mechanical design parameter, in
particular, after defining a geometry and a material of a wheel unit shaft (105.1) of said wheel unit (105) and a
press fit of at least one of said wheels (105.2) on said wheel unit shaft (105.1), a maximum allowable slip value
at a contact point between one of said wheels (105.2) of said wheel unit (105) and a rail of a track negotiated
by said vehicles is calculated using said at least one mechanical design parameter; and,

- in said controller design step (109.3), said controller unit (108), in said high slip controller setup, is configured
to counteract torsional vibration events at said wheel unit (105) implementing a hard intervention regime imme-
diately counteracting torsional vibration events and/or is configured to implement a slip growth limitation;

- in said controlled design step (109.3), said controller unit (108), in said low slip controller setup, is configured
to counteract torsional vibration events at said wheel unit (105), said controller unit (108) implementing a hard
intervention regime immediately counteracting torsional vibration events if said maximum allowable slip value
is below a critical torsional vibration threshold and said controller unit (108) implementing a soft intervention
regime slowly counteracting torsional vibration events if said maximum allowable slip value is in a soft intervention
range above said critical torsional vibration threshold and/or said controller unit (108) is configured to implement
a slip growth limitation;

- said critical torsional vibration threshold being a slip value of 0.25 m/s to 0.30 m/s, preferably of 0.26 m/s to
0.29 m/s, more preferably of 0.27 m/s to 0.28 m/s;
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- said soft intervention range ranging from said critical torsional vibration threshold to a slip value of up to 1.6
m/s, preferably up to 1.5 m/s, more preferably up to 1.4 m/s.

The method according any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein,

- in case of determining noncompliance of said traction unit (103, 108) with said at least one structural integrity
criterion in said evaluation step (109.7), said mechanical design step (109.2) and/or said controller design step
(109.3) is repeated followed by repetition of said evaluation step (109.7);

and/or

- in case of determining compliance of said traction unit (103, 108) with said at least one structural integrity
criterion in said evaluation step (109.7), generating maintenance and/or service requirements for said traction
unit (103, 108);

and/or

- in case of determining compliance of said traction unit (103, 108) with said at least one structural integrity
criterion in said evaluation step (109.7), performing, in a safety demonstration step, at least one hazard analysis
for at least one component of said traction unit (103, 108), said at least one hazard analysis identifying at least
one maximum hazard failure mode among a plurality of potential failure modes of said at least one component
of said traction unit (103, 108) having a maximum hazard level, and simulating a behavior of said at least one
component of said traction unit (103, 108) under said maximum hazard failure mode to obtain a hazard risk
level, in particular, a security integrity level (SIL), of said at least one component of said traction unit (103, 108),
said maximum hazard failure mode, in particular, being an axial shift of one of said wheels (105.2) on a wheel
set shaft (105.1) of said wheel unit (105).

10. A method, in particular, according any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein,

- in a press fit evaluation step, a press fit acting between a wheel and a shaft (105.1) of a wheel unit (105) of a
traction unit (103, 108) of a rail vehicle is evaluated for compliance with at least one press fit integrity criterion,
- said press fit acting between a first press fit section of said wheel (105.2) and a second press fit section of
said shaft (105.1);

- an axis of rotation of said shaft (105.1) defining an axial direction of said wheel unit (105) and a torsional
direction about said axis of rotation;

characterized in that,

- said press fit evaluation step comprises a press fit modeling part, wherein said press fit is modeled by splitting
said second press fit section into a plurality of press fit segments along said axial direction, linking each of said
press fit segments to an adjacent press fit segment in said torsional direction using a first linking characteristic
and in said axial direction using a second linking characteristic, and linking each of said press fit segments to
an adjacent part of said first press fit section of said wheel (105.2) via at least one frictional third linking char-
acteristic; and

- said press fit evaluation step comprises a press fit simulation part, wherein said modeled press fit is subject
to at least one predefined load to evaluate compliance of said press fit with said at least one press fit integrity
criterion.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein

- said first linking characteristic is a spring and damper connection characteristic; and/or
- said second linking characteristic is a spring and damper connection characteristic or a rigid connection
characteristic;

and/or

- said third linking characteristic is a Lund-Grenoble friction model characteristic; and/or
- said plurality of press fit segments is formed by 5 to 20 press fit segments, preferably 8 to 15 press fit segments,
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more preferably 10 to 12 press fit segments.
The method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein,

- in said press fit simulation part, said modeled press fit is subject to at least one predefined quasi static load,
in particular, to a predefined quasi static load collective, and/or to at least one dynamic load, in particular to a
predefined dynamic load collective;

and/or

- in said press fit simulation part, said modeled press fit is subject to at least one axial load acting along said
axial direction;

and/or

- in said press fit simulation part, said modeled press fit is subject to at least one torsional load acting along
said torsional direction; said torsional load, in particular, comprising a torsional vibration component represent-
ative of a torsional vibration between two wheels (105.2) of said wheel unit (105) about said axis of rotation;
said torsional load, in particular, having a frequency of 25 Hz to 150 Hz, preferably 30 Hz to 120 Hz, more
preferably 35 Hz to 95 Hz.

A method for establishing a set of adhesion characteristics, wherein

- each of said operation adhesion characteristics is representative of slip dependent wheel to rail adhesion of
a wheel of a wheel unit (105) of a traction unit (103, 108) for a rail vehicle,

characterised in that

- said set of adhesion characteristics is a set of real operation adhesion characteristics, each of said real operation
adhesion characteristics is obtained using real operation data, in particular, real service operation data, of at
least one reference rail vehicle.

The method according to claim 13, wherein

- at least one of said real operation adhesion characteristics is obtained using torsional vibration data as said
real operation data, said torsional vibration data having been collected on said at least one reference rail vehicle
and being representative of undesired mutual torsional vibration of two wheels (105.2) of a reference wheel unit
of said reference rail vehicle about an axis of rotation of said reference wheel unit;

and/or

- at least one environmental information, in particular, a weather condition information and/or an air humidity
information and/or an air temperature information, and/or to at least one track condition information and/or to
atleast one track location information representative of a condition prevailing upon retrieval of said real operation
data and/or a time of retrieval information of said real operation data is logically associated to at least one of
said real operation adhesion characteristics;

wherein

- said real operation data, in particular, have been retrieved using at least one sensor unit of said reference
vehicle and/or a drive unit driving said reference wheel unit;

- at least one of said real operation adhesion characteristics, in particular, has been established using torsional
vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in said at least one reference vehicle,
in particular, having occurred in a plurality of reference vehicles, said torsional vibration data, in particular,
having been statistically processed to establish said at least one real operation adhesion characteristic;

- atleast one of said real operation adhesion characteristics, in particular, has been established using a significant
fraction of torsional vibration data from a plurality of torsional vibration events having occurred in said at least
one reference vehicle, significant fraction being a fraction of said torsional vibration data collected prior to the
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onset of an action of a reference vehicle controller counteracting said torsional vibration event.

- said torsional vibration data, in particular, including information representative of a torque prevailing within
said reference wheel unit about said axis of rotation, said real operation characteristic being established using
a known relation between said torque and a slip value prevailing at a contact point between one of said wheels
of said reference wheel unit and a rail of a track negotiated by said reference vehicle;

- said real operation data, in particular, comprises at least one adhesion scenario representative of a typical
course of the adhesion in real operation of a vehicle, said adhesion scenario, in particular, being a worst-case
adhesion scenario representative of a typical worst-case course in real operation of said vehicle.

15. A traction unit comprising at least one wheel unit (105) connected to a drive unit (107) driving said at least one wheel

unit (105) and a controller unit (108) controlling said drive unit (107), said traction unit (103, 108) having been
designed using a method according any one of claims 1 to 14.
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