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(54) CONTROLLABLY OPERATING DRAUGHT EXCLUDER DEVICE

(67)  Acontrollably movable draught-excluder device
is designed to be attached to the bottom edge (B) of a
door (P) or window, which is hinged to a fixed frame (T),
and comprises a strip (3) made of a flexible material,
which defines a longitudinal axis (L) and is adapted to
interact with a sill (S) to provide an air sealing effect, drive
means (6) acting upon the strip (3) through at least one
connecting link (11) to move the strip of a profile (3) from
a raised rest position to a lowered active position in con-
tact with the sill (S) and vice versa. The drive means (6)
comprise an actuator (7) which is adapted to move be-
tween an extended position, in which it is spaced from
the frame (T), when the door (P) is open, and a retracted

position in which it contacts the frame (T) when the door
(P) is closed, delay means (8) acting upon the drive
means (6) to delay the movement of said strip (3). The
drive means (6) comprise at least one slide (10), which
is connected to the strip through the connecting link (11)
and has an appendix (25) with an end edge (26) adapted
to interact by contact with the delay means (8) to delay
the movement of the strip (3) from its raised position to
its lowered position as the door (P) is closed. The end
edge (26) may be moved away from the delay means (8)
to ensure quasi-instantaneous automatic movement of
the strip (3) from its lowered position to its raised position
as the door (P) is opened.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention generally finds applica-
tion in the field of heat and sound insulating devices for
doors and windows, and particularly relates to a control-
lably movable draught-excluder device.

Background art

[0002] Draught-excluder devices have been long
known to be used in door or window leaves for at least
partially closing off any gap that may occur either be-
tween the leaf and the sill or between the door and the
floor.

[0003] These known devices are generally known to
be attached to the bottom edge of the door and comprise
a seal, e.g. a strip made of a flexible material, which is
designed to interact with the floor to restrict air passage.
[0004] A first drawback of these known arrangements
is that the flexible strip constantly contacts the floor and
tends to rub against its surface as the door is opened
and closed, thereby generating friction and making it dif-
ficult the movement by the user.

[0005] Afurtherdrawbackis thatthe flexible strip tends
to undergo permanent deformation upon repeated rub-
bing against the floor, which will considerably reduce its
air sealing effect.

[0006] In an attempt to at least partially obviate these
drawbacks, draught-excluder devices have been devel-
oped, which are able to move between a raised position,
in which they are held within a seat formed in the bottom
edge of the door, and a lowered position in contact with
the floor.

[0007] Namely, in these devices the flexible strip can
only move from the raised position to the lowered position
when the door is closed, and is thus prevented from rub-
bing as the door moves.

[0008] Draught-excluder devices generally comprise
an actuator which projects out of the door and is con-
formed to interact with the fixed frame and control appro-
priate drive means, which are designed to promote au-
tomatic translation of the flexible strip from the raised
position to the lowered position and vice versa.

[0009] In certain draught-excluder devices, delay
means are interposed between the actuator and the drive
means to cause the flexible strip to descend some time
after the door has been closed.

[0010] GB616076 discloses a draught-excluder device
in which the delay means comprise a hollow oil hydraulic
cylinder which slidably supports an annular shaft acted
upon by a spring driven by the actuator.

[0011] The movement of the actuator compresses the
spring and allows the fluid to circulate within a conduit
which is located fluidically downstream from the cylinder,
for controlled descent of a pair of pistons associated with
the flexible strip.
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[0012] A first drawback of this arrangement is that the
device requires a very complex manufacturing process,
because the cylinder, the conduit and the shaft must be
appropriately sized to maintain the fluid at a pressure
above a predetermined minimum value sufficientto coun-
teract the natural upward movement of the strip.

[0013] CH666719discloses adraught-excluderdevice
in which the actuator is connected to the drive means
through a rigid arm extending through a oil hydraulic cyl-
inder which defines a pair of chambers in fluid commu-
nication with each other through a hole.

[0014] The movement ofthe actuator displaces the rig-
id arm and consequently actuates the drive means with
a damping effect caused by the flow of oil into the two
chambers through the oil. This will cause delayed and
progressive descent of the flexible strip to contact with
the floor.

[0015] Nevertheless, these arrangements have the
drawback that the flexible strip is raised some time after
the door has been opened.

[0016] This is because the upward movement of the
flexible strip is also controlled by the drive means, whose
movement is delayed, by the fluid that flows in an oppo-
site direction, with respect to the time at which the door
has been closed.

[0017] Therefore, as the door is opened, the flexible
strip rubs against the floor for a non-negligible time before
being raised.

[0018] Furthermore, these prior art devices require ap-
propriate adjustments to cause the descent of the flexible
strip to occur with an acceptable, non excessive delay
with respect to the time at which the door is closed.
[0019] Also, another important drawback of the above
described arrangements is that these solutions have a
limited durability and their manufacturing and installation
complexity considerably increases maintenance and/or
replacement times.

Disclosure of the invention

[0020] The object of the presentinvention is to obviate
the above drawbacks, by providing a controllably mova-
ble draught-excluder device that is highly efficient and
relatively cost-effective.

[0021] A particular object of the present invention is to
provide a controllably movable draught-excluder device
that allows the door to be easily opened and closed and
promotes a high sealing effect irrespective of the confor-
mation of the floor or sill.

[0022] A particular object of the present invention is to
provide a controllably movable draught-excluder device
that ensures instantaneous response as the door is
opened.

[0023] Anotherobjectof the presentinvention is to pro-
vide a controllably movable draught-excluder device that
has a simple manufacturing process.

[0024] Anotherobjectof the presentinvention is to pro-
vide a controllably movable draught-excluder device that
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has simple maintenance.

[0025] Yetanother object of the present invention is to
provide a controllably movable draught-excluder device
that affords very simple adjustment of the delay with
which the flexible strip is lowered, such delay being con-
stant with time.

[0026] These and other objects, as better explained
hereafter, are fulfilled by a controllably movable draught-
excluder device for carts as defined in claim 1.

[0027] Advantageous embodiments of the invention
are obtained in accordance with the dependent claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0028] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion will be more apparent from the detailed description
of a preferred, non-exclusive embodiment of a controlla-
bly movable draught-excluder device according to the
invention, which is described as a non-limiting example
with the help of the annexed drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a broken-away side view of the draught-
excluder device of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a front view of the device of Fig. 1, with the
latter contacting a raised sill of a door or window leaf.
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a first detail of Fig. 1
in a first configuration;

FIGS. 4 and 5 are broken-away side views of the
first detail of Fig. 4 in two different operating posi-
tions;

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 11A, 11B, 12A and 12B are
broken-away side and front views of the device 1
respectively, in different operating positions;

FIGS. 8, 10, 13 and 14 are broken-away side views
of the first detail of Fig. 3, which is enlarged as com-
pared with Figs. 6A, 7A, 11A and 12A respectively;
FIG. 9 is an enlarged broken-away side view of a
second detail of Fig. 7A;

FIG. 15 is a broken-away side view of the first detail
of Fig. 1 according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 16 is an enlarged view of a portion of the first
detail of Fig. 15.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments

[0029] The above figures show a controllably movable
draught-excluder device, generally designated by nu-
meral 1, which is designed to be attached to the bottom
edge B of a door P or a door or window leaf, the latter
being hinged to a fixed frame T secured to an opening
formed in a wall.

[0030] As is known per se, the frame T comprises a
pair of vertical posts M, M’, joined by a horizontal cross
member. The door P may be hinged to one of these posts
M’ to pivot about a substantially vertical axis.

[0031] In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the draught-ex-
cluder device 1 comprises a box-like enclosure 9 which
is designed to be fitted into a longitudinal groove W
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formed in the bottom edge B of the door P and a seal 2
extending along a longitudinal axis L.

[0032] The seal 2 essentially consists of a strip 3 of a
profile thatis adapted to interact with the floor F to provide
an at least partial air sealing effect.

[0033] Alternatively, as best shown in FIG. 2, the strip
3 may interact with a sill S, which is attached to the floor
F and has a convex outer surface to prevent the passage
of dirt or impurities.

[0034] The seal 2 is preferably made of a flexible ma-
terial selected from the group comprising elastomers or
polymeric materials and may have an upper portion 4
with at least one lower appendix 5 extending therefrom
to interact with the sill S.

[0035] The device 1 further comprises drive means 6
which act upon the strip 3 to move it between a raised
rest position, relative to the sill S or the floor F and a
lowered operating position, in contact with the sill S or
the floor F.

[0036] Proximate to one of the ends of the box-like en-
closure 9, the device 1 comprises an actuator 7, which
is operably associated with the drive means 6 to control
actuation thereof.

[0037] Namely, the actuator 7 is adapted to move be-
tween an extended position, in which it does not interact
with the frame T and a retracted position in which it con-
tacts the frame T.

[0038] Thebox-like enclosureis designedto belocated
in the longitudinal groove W of the bottom edge B of the
door P for the actuator 7 to be able to interact with a post
M of the frame T. Namely, the actuator 7 will be in an
extended position when the door P is open and in a re-
tracted position when the door P is closed.

[0039] Delay means 8 are further provided, which act
upon the drive means 6 to delay the movement of the
strip 3.

[0040] The delay means 8 are adapted to interact with
the drive means 6 to transfer motion from the actuator 7
to the strip 3 and to delay the movement of the strip 3
from the raised position to the lowered position as the
door P is closed.

[0041] Thus, the lower appendix 5 of the strip 3 will
gradually fit the particular shape of the sill S or floor F,
thereby increasing its draught or air sealing effect.
[0042] Furthermore, the strip 3 will only move to its
lowered position when the door P is closed, which will
prevent it from rubbing against the sill S or floor F.
[0043] A peculiar feature of the invention is that the
drive means 6 comprise at least one slide 10, which is
connected to the strip 3 by means of one or more links 11.
[0044] First elastic means 12 may be further provided
between the actuator 7 and the slide 10.

[0045] Conveniently, the actuator 7 may comprise a
tubular element 13 having a flat end portion 14 projecting
out of the enclosure 9 and adapted for interaction with
the post M of the frame T.

[0046] The tubular element 14 may be slidably mount-
ed to a longitudinal pin 15 located in the enclosure 9 and
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having one end 16 rigidly joined to the slide 10.

[0047] The first elastic means 12 may comprise a bias
spring 17 fitted on the longitudinal pin 15 whose ends 18,
19 interact with the actuator 7 and the slide 10 respec-
tively. The slide 10 may interact with the actuator 7 to
move in a longitudinal direction to a predetermined ex-
tent.

[0048] Intheretracted position, the actuator 7 may pro-
mote compression of the bias spring 17. The latter may
have a spring modulus K, selected to transfer a longitu-
dinal force F of not less than 230 N to the slide 10.
[0049] In the embodiment of the figures, the device 1
may comprise a pair of connecting rods 11, 11’ with one
end 20, 20’ hinged to corresponding anchor elements
21, 21’, which are designed to be removably secured to
the upper portion 4 of the strip 3.

[0050] The other end 22 of one of the connecting links
11 is hinged to a slide 10, whereas the end 22’ of the
other connecting link 11’ is hinged to a fixed support 23.
[0051] This connecting arrangement will provide a
four-bar linkage 24 whose sides are formed by the slide
10, the connecting link 11, the strip 3 and the other con-
necting link 11’ respectively.

[0052] The force F, applied by the bias spring 17 to
the four-bar linkage 24 through the slide 10 will cause
the strip 3 to move downwards, while remaining substan-
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis L.

[0053] A further peculiar feature of the invention is that
the slide 10 has an appendix 25 with end edge 26, pref-
erably but without limitation having a flat shape, adapted
to interact by contact with the delay means 8 when the
actuator 7 contacts the post M, to thereby delay the move-
ment of the strip 3 from the raised position to the lowered
position as the door P is closed.

[0054] Theend edge 26is further adapted to be moved
away from the delay means 8 to ensure quasi-instanta-
neous automatic movement of the strip 3 fromiits lowered
position to its raised position as the door P is opened.
[0055] Conveniently, as best shown in FIGS. 3to 5, 8
10, 12 and 14, the delay means 8 may comprise a sub-
stantially longitudinal oil hydraulic shock-absorber 27
comprising second elastic means 28.

[0056] Preferably, the shock absorber 27 comprises
an elongate body 29 having a substantially cylindrical
longitudinal cavity 30 which defines at least one first
chamber filled with incompressible oil O.

[0057] Particularly, a partition element 31 may be
placed in the cavity 30 to define a first chamber 32 and
a second chamber 33, with an axial passage 34 for fluid
communication therebetween.

[0058] The elongate body 29 may in turn comprise a
front portion 35 and a rear portion 36, which are joined
together at one end 37, 28 and define the first chamber
32 and the second chamber 33 respectively.

[0059] Furthermore, the end 38 of the rear portion 36
may be fitted into an opening 39 formed in the end 37 of
the front portion 35 to define the partition element 31.
[0060] The partition element 31 may have a pair of sub-
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stantially flat faces 40, 41 facing the first chamber 32 and
the second chamber 33 respectively.

[0061] Preferably, the fluid O thatfills the cavity 30 may
be an oil selected from the group comprising both natural
and synthetic hydraulic oils.

[0062] Conveniently,the second elastic means 28 may
comprise at least one first spring 42 held within the first
chamber 32, and the second elastic means 28 may com-
prise a second spring 43 held within the second chamber
33.

[0063] Conveniently, the shock-absorber 27 may com-
prise a piston 44 having a rod 45 slidably fitted in an axial
end hole 46 of the elongate body 29 and an enlarged
head 47, slidably held within the first chamber 32 and
interacts with one end 48 of the first spring 42.

[0064] Thus, the first spring 42 may act upon the en-
larged head 47 with a longitudinal force F, directed op-
posite to the force F, exerted by the bias spring 17 on
the slide 10, as best shown in FIGS. 7, 9 and 10.
[0065] Preferably, the axial end hole 46 will be formed
in the front portion 35 of the elongate body 29 and the
free end of the shaft 49 may project outwardly thereof
when the first chamber 32 is at least partially filled with
fluid O.

[0066] Furthermore, the shock-absorber 27 may com-
prise an annular element 50, which is slidably and seal-
ably inserted in the second chamber 33.

[0067] The second spring 43 may interact with the an-
nular element 50 to exert thereupon a longitudinal force
F5 in the same direction as the force F, exerted by the
first spring 42 on the enlarged head 47, to promote com-
pression of the fluid O in the second chamber 33.
[0068] The partition element 31 may have a seat 51
on the face 40 facing the first chamber 32, said seat com-
municating with the axial passage 34 and being adapted
to accommodate a valve body 52 which is slidably mov-
able against the biasing action of the first spring 42.
[0069] The valve body 52 may have a calibrated axial
orifice 53 which is designed to restrict the flow of fluid O
from the first chamber 32 to the second chamber 33,
thereby damping the displacement t of the shaft 45.
[0070] Namely, the axial orifice 53 may face toward
and be located at an end opening 54 of the axial passage
34, once the valve body 52 has been fully accommodated
in the seat 51 due to the compression of the fluid O gen-
erated by the inward displacement of the rod 45.
[0071] Thus, the fluid O will be able to gradually flow
from the first chamber 32 to the second chamber 33,
thereby promoting a slower and substantially constant
inward movement t of the rod 45.

[0072] Inthe embodiment as shown in FIG. 5, the seat
51 and the lateral surface 55 of the valve body 52 have
substantially frustoconical complementary shapes, to
create a substantially annular meatus therebetween,
through which the fluid O is designed to flow from the
second chamber 33 to the first chamber 32.

[0073] Namely, the clearance 56 will be formed as the
valve body 52 moves away from the seat 51 due to the
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force F, generated by the fluid O as it flows through the
axial passage 34.

[0074] Also, the second spring 43 may interact with the
annular element 50 to compress the fluid O in the second
chamber 33 and promote backflow thereof into the first
chamber 32 through the axial passage 34 and the clearer
and 56.

[0075] As the fluid O flows from the second chamber
33 to the first chamber 32, it will cause the rod 45 to slide
outwards, with its free end 49 projecting out of the end
hole 46.

[0076] Advantageously, the edge 26 of the appendix
25 may compress the free end 49 of the rod 45 when the
actuator 7 is in the retracted position.

[0077] Thus, the edge 26 of the appendix 25 will trans-
fer the force F, generated by the bias spring 17 to the
free end 49 of the rod 45 when the actuator 7 is in the
retracted position and the door P is closed.

[0078] Therefore, in this state, the rod 45 will be
pressed inwards and the drive means 6 will promote the
delayed movement of the slide 10 and the flexible strip
3 from the raised position to the lowered position, in con-
tact with the sill S.

[0079] On the other hand, the edge 26 of the appendix
25 may be moved away from the free end 49 of the rod
45 when the actuator 7 is in the extended position, there-
by ensuring quasi-instantaneous movement of the slide
10 and the connecting link 11, and instantaneous upward
movement of the strip 3 from the lowered position to the
raised position, while maintaining an orientation substan-
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis L.

[0080] In the alternative embodiment of the shock-ab-
sorber 27 as shown in FIG. 15, the cavity 13 has a single
chamber 32, which houses the head 47 of the piston 44,
acted upon by the end 48 of a single spring 42.

[0081] As shown in fig 16, a plurality of substantially
axial calibrated through holes 57 are formed at the en-
larged head 47 of the piston 44, allowing the fluid O in
the first chamber 32 to flow through the head 47 as the
piston 44 moves forward.

[0082] The spring 32 is designed to act upon the head
47 of the piston 44 to cause the free end 49 of the rod
45 to move back to the maximum distance from the end
hole 46.

[0083] Furthermore, a cylindrical element 58 may be
inserted in the chamber 32 upstream from the enlarged
head 47, and have a corresponding central passage 59,
for the rod 45 to slide therein and compensate for fluid
O volume changes as the piston 44 moves.

[0084] FIGS. 6to 14 sequentially show the steps of the
operation of the draught-excluder device 1 as the door
P is being closed/opened.

[0085] Namely, when the door P is open, the actuator
7 is in the extended position, and the strip 3 is in the
raised position, at a distance from the sill S, as shown in
FIG. 6.

[0086] In this operating step, the free end 49 of the rod
45 projects out of the end hole 46 of the cylindrical body
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29 and contacts the edge 26 ofthe appendix 25, as shown
in FIG. 8.

[0087] Asthe door P is closed, as shownin FIG. 7, the
end surface 14 of the actuator 7 will contact the post M,
thereby promoting the longitudinal translation t’ of the
actuator 7 to its maximum predetermined extent w, i.e.
to its retracted position, and compressing the spring 17
to transfer the force F to the slide 10 and the appendix
25.

[0088] In this particular state, the rod 45 of the shock-
absorber 27 is initially still, as the force F is initially coun-
teracted and balanced by a force resulting from the sum
of the compression of the fluid O in the first chamber 32,
the force F, of the first spring 42 and the force F5 of the
second spring 43.

[0089] As the force F, is applied to the rod 45 of the
shock-absorber 27 the valve body 52 will be displaced
into the seat 51 formed in the partition element 31.
[0090] Intheembodimentoffigures11and 12,inwhich
the shock-absorber has two inner chambers, pressure
upon the rod 45 promotes circulation of the fluid O from
the first chamber 32 to the second chamber 33 through
the calibrated orifice 53, and causes the enlarged head
47 of the piston 44 to move back into the first chamber 32.
[0091] As the fluid letter O flows into the second cham-
ber 33, the annular element 50 will slide in the longitudinal
direction and the second spring 43 will be compressed.
[0092] Inthis state, the slide 10 will move longitudinally
in the same direction as the force F,, thereby causing
the connecting link 11 to rotate and the strip 3 to be pro-
gressively lowered to contact with the sill S.

[0093] Appropriate selection of the spring modulus of
the springs 17, 42, 43 and of the sizes of the chambers
32, 33 and the axial orifice 53 will allow adjustment of the
delay with which the strip 3 will reach the lowered contact
position. For example, the complete descent of the strip
3 may occur with a delay of the order of 5 s.

[0094] Then, as the door P is opened, the compression
of the bias spring 17 will be relieved on the actuator 7,
thereby causingitto move backinto its extended position,
as shown in FIG. 13.

[0095] The actuator 7 will move the pin 15 outwards
and the latter will cause instantaneous displacement of
the slide 10 and the edge 26 of the appendix 25, as well
as an instantaneous upward motion of the strip 3 from
the contact position to the raised position.

[0096] Then, as shown in FIG. 14, the fluid O may cir-
culate from the second chamber 33 to the first chamber
32 due to the compression exerted thereon by the second
spring 43 through the annular element 50, which will
cause the valve body 52 to move away from the seat 51
with a meatus 56 being formed thereby.

[0097] As the first chamber 32 is progressively filled
with the fluid O, the enlarged head 47 of the piston 44
will slide outwards and the free end 49 of the rod 45 will
come out of the end hole 46.

[0098] The piston 41 will stop sliding when the free end
49 of the shaft 45 will contact the edge 26 of the appendix
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25, and the state of FIG. 6 will be restored.

[0099] Typically, the contact of the rod 45 with the ap-
pendix 25 may occur in about 2 s, whereupon the device
1 is ready for a new operating cycle.

[0100] The above disclosure shows that the draught-
excluder device of the invention fulfills the intended ob-
jects, in that it allows the flexible strip to contact the floor
with a predetermined delay after the door has been
closed, and to be raised almost instantaneously as soon
as the door is opened.

[0101] While the device has been described with par-
ticular reference to the accompanying figures, the nu-
merals referred to in the disclosure and claims are only
used for the sake of a better intelligibility of the invention
and shall not be intended to limit the claimed scope in
any manner.

Claims

1. A controllably movable draught-excluder device, for
attachment to the bottom edge (B) of a door (P) or
window hingedly connected to a fixed frame (T),
which device comprises:

- a strip of a profile (3) made of a flexible material
defining a longitudinal axis (L) and adapted to
interact with a sill (S) to provide an air sealing
effect;

- drive means (6) acting upon said strip (3)
through atleast one connectingrod (11) to move
said strip (3) between a raised rest position and
an active lowered position, in contact with the
sill (S);

- an actuator (7) associated with said drive
means (6) to control actuation thereof, said ac-
tuator (7) being adapted to move between an
extended position, in which it is spaced from the
frame (T) when the door (P) is open, and a re-
tracted position in which it contacts the frame
(T) when the door (P) is closed;

- delay means (8) acting upon said drive means
(6) to delay the movement of said strip (3);
characterized in that said drive means (6) com-
prise at least one slide (10) connected to said
strip (3) through said at least one connecting link
(11), said slide (10) having an appendix (25) with
an end edge (26) adapted to contact engage
said delay means (8) to delay the movement of
said strip (3) from said raised position to said
lowered position upon closure of the door (P),
said end edge (26) being adapted to be spaced
apartfrom said delay means (8) to ensure quasi-
instantaneous automatic movement of said strip
(3) from said lowered position to said raised po-
sition upon opening of the door (P).

2. Deviceasclaimedinclaim 1, characterized by com-
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prising first elastic means (12) having a bias spring
(17) interposed between said actuator (7) and said
slide (10).

Device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said delay means (8) comprise an oil hydraulic
shock-absorber (27) having an elongate body (29)
with a substantially cylindrical longitudinal cavity (30)
filled with an incompressible fluid (O) and defining
at least one first chamber (32), said shock-absorber
(27) further comprising second elastic means (28).

Device as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that
said oil hydraulic shock-absorber (27) comprises a
piston (44) with a rod (45) slidably fitted in an end
hole (46) of said body (29) and an enlarged head
(47) slidably housed within said at least one first
chamber (32), wherein the free end (49) of said rod
(45) projects out wardly of said end hole (46) when
said at least one first chamber (32) is partially filled
with fluid (O).

Device as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that
said second elastic means (28) comprise at least
one first spring (42) housed in said at least one first
chamber (32) and having an end (48) that interacts
with said enlarged head (47).

Device as claimed in claim 5, characterized in that
said cavity (30) defines a single first chamber (32)
and said second elastic means (28) comprise a sin-
gle first spring (42), said enlarged head (47) having
one or more calibrated through holes (57) for the
passage of the fluid (O) as said piston (44) moves
forward in said first chamber (32).

Device as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that
said longitudinal cavity (30) has internally thereof a
partition element (31) therein, which is adapted to
define a first chamber (32) and a second chamber
(33), said partition element (31) having an axial pas-
sage (34) for providing fluid communication between
said first chamber (32) and said second chamber
(33).

Device as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that
said second elastic means (28) comprise a first
spring (42) and a second spring (43), each being
housed in one respective chamber (32, 33) of said
longitudinal cavity.

Device as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that
said partition element (31) has a seat (51) on the
face (40) oriented forward said first chamber (32),
said seat communicating with said axial passage
(34) and being adapted to slidably accommodate a
valve body (52) against the biasing action of said
first spring (42).
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Device as claimed in claim 9, characterized in that
said valve body (52) has a calibrated axial orifice
(53) for delaying the circulation of the fluid (O) from
said first chamber (32) to said second chamber (33),
thereby damping the displacement of said rod (45),
said axial orifice (53) facing an open end (54) of said
passage (34).

Device as claimed in claim 9, characterized in that
said valve body (52) has a frustoconical lateral sur-
face (55) substantially complementarily shaped with
respect to that of said seat (51) to define therewith
a substantially annular meatus (56) when said valve
body (52) is speed apart from said seat (51) to allow
the fluid (O) to flow from said second chamber (33)
to said first chamber (32).

Device as claimed in claim 9, characterized in that
said oil hydraulic shock-absorber (27) comprises an
annular element (50) which is slidably and sealably
inserted in said second chamber (33), said second
spring (43) being adapted to interact with said annu-
lar element (50) to compress the fluid (O) in said
second chamber (33) and promote backflow thereof
into said first chamber (32) through said axial pas-
sage (34) and said annular meatus (56).

Device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said drive means (6) and said delay means (8) are
housed in a box-like enclosure (9) which is designed
to be fitted into a longitudinal groove (W) of the bot-
tom edge (B) of a door (P) or window.

Device as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that
said actuator (7) comprises a tubular element (13)
with an end portion (14) projecting out of said enclo-
sure (9) and adapted to interact with an upright (M)
of the fixed frame (T) said tubular element (13) being
slidably mounted to a pin (15) having one end (16)
rigidly joined to said slide (10) with said bias spring
(17) interposed therebetween.

Device as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that
said end edge (26) is designed to press the free end
(49) of said shaft (45) to delay the movement of said
slide (10) and said at least one connecting link (11),
when said actuator (7) is in its retracted position, and
to be moved away from said free end (49) when said
actuator (7) is in the extended position, thereby al-
lowing quasi-instantaneous movement of said slide
(10) and said connecting link (11).
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