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rest on the bottom of an outer container, has at least one

Bottom base for cosmetic products and package for cosmetic products comprising such

of said surfaces that is decorated with decorations (14)
made by thermal sublimation photographic printing. A
package for cosmetic products comprises an outer con-
tainer (10) and a bottom base (11) thus made.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a bottom base
intended to be filled with cosmetic products and inserted
in outer containers (primary packaging) made of plastic,
glass or other material.

[0002] In the prior art bottom bases are used, made of
plastic or metal (tinplate, aluminium, etc.), on which the
cosmetic product is pressed or cast, which generally
have the rough aesthetic finish of metal, or a coloured
finish by glazing or given by the coloured pigments of the
plastic which they are made of.

[0003] Possibly, such bottom bases display, obtained
by incision, the logo or the name of the manufacturer. In
general, however, writing or other graphical markings us-
ing ink are not made because the printing inks normally
used can contaminate the cosmetic product or, in any
case, react with it, altering its properties. Sometimes,
however, it is desirable to be able to provide the purchas-
er with a cosmetic product packaged in a container
equipped with a bottom base decorated on the inner sur-
face intended to receive the product itself, so that, if the
cosmetic product is substantially transparent or semi-
transparent (consisting for example of a gel substance),
the decoration can be visible even when the container is
full, whereas if the cosmetic product is opaque (for ex-
ample in the form of powder, in anhydrous form, non-
transparent cream, etc.), the decoration becomes pro-
gressively visible once the product is almost completely
used up and the surface of the bottom base begins to
come into sight.

[0004] The general purpose of the present invention is
to avoid the aforementioned drawbacks by providing a
bottom base for cosmetic products that makes it possible
to appreciate a decoration thereof placed on its inner
surface when the cosmetic product contained therein has
not been used yet (if it is a transparent or semi-transpar-
entproduct) or it has been partially used (if it is an opaque
product), to a sufficient extent as to at least partially let
the surface of the bottom base appear.

[0005] In view of such a purpose, it has been devised,
according to the invention, a bottom base for cosmetic
products, having an upper surface intended to constitute
a support for the cosmetic product and a lower surface,
opposite said upper surface, intended to rest on the bot-
tom of an outer container, characterised in that at least
one of said surfaces of the bottom base is decorated with
decorations made by thermal sublimation photographic
printing.

[0006] According to the invention, it has also been de-
vised a package for cosmetic products, comprising an
outer container, a bottom base contained inside the con-
tainer and having an upper surface intended to constitute
a support for a cosmetic product and a lower surface,
opposite said upper surface, intended to rest on the bot-
tom of the container, characterised in that at least one of
said surfaces of the bottom base is decorated with dec-
orations made by thermal sublimation photographic print-
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ing.

[0007] In order to clarify the explanation of the innova-
tive principles of the present invention and its advantages
with respect to the prior art, hereafter a possible embod-
iment applying such principles will be described, with the
help of the attached drawings. In the drawings:

Fig.1 represents a general view of a container for
cosmetic products, with the bottom base inserted in
it.

Fig.2A schematically represents a view from above
of a bottom base according to the invention, having
a decoration on its surface designed to contain the
cosmetic product.

Fig.2B is a view like that of Fig.2A, but represented
through a photographic image illustrating the aes-
thetical rendering of a decoration applied on the sur-
face of the bottom base according to the invention.
Fig.3A represents a view from above of a container
for cosmetic products with the bottom base of Fig.2A
present therein, which is filled with a transparent or
semi-transparent cosmetic product.

Fig.3B is a view like that of Fig.3A, represented
through a photographic image illustrating the aes-
thetical rendering of a decoration applied on the sur-
face of the bottom base according to the invention,
visible through a transparent or semi-transparent
cosmetic product.

[0008] With reference to the figures, Fig.1 illustrates a
container 10 for cosmetic products, which represents the
primary packaging of the product itself. The container 10
can be made, as well known to the person skilled in the
art, with the most appropriate shape and of the most ap-
propriate material for the specific marketing require-
ments. For example, it could be made of plastic, glass,
metal or another suitable material. Inside the container
10, a bottom base 11 is housed for supporting and con-
taining a cosmetic product. Advantageously, the contain-
er 10 is also equipped with a closing lid 12 to protect the
cosmetic product contained therein.

[0009] In the case where the container 10 and/or the
lid 12 are made of glass or of transparent plastic, the
cosmetic product may be visible from the outside.
[0010] Fig.2A separately illustrates the bottom base
11, having a shape and size suitable for being inserted
in the outer container 10 and for adequately supporting
the cosmetic product. Advantageously, the bottom base
can be made of metal.

[0011] The bottom base 11 has an upper surface 13,
intended to face towards the inside of the container 10
and to constitute a support for the cosmetic product, and
an opposite lower surface (not visible in the figures) in-
tended to rest on the bottom of the container 10. Accord-
ing to the invention, at least one of the surfaces of the
bottom base 11, typically the upper surface 13 intended
to constitute a support for the cosmetic product, is dec-
orated with decorations 14 made by thermal sublimation
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photographic printing.

[0012] As well known to the person skilled in the art,
the thermal sublimation photographic printing process,
or thermal transfer, exploits a transfer process of the col-
our (in the form of a polymer in solid state) by direct tran-
sition from solid state to aeriform state at a temperature
normally around 400°C, which allows its firm and long-
lasting attachment to the support to be decorated. This
technique is widely used, for example, for printing on fab-
rics.

[0013] It has been found that, by using this printing
technology on bottom bases for cosmetic products, it is
possible to obtain the desired decorations without the
product itself being contaminated, or altered in its chem-
ical-physical properties, by the pigment that constitutes
the decoration.

[0014] By "decoration"itis intended here any graphical
image, photograph, illustration, drawing, writing (mono-,
bi- or poly-chromatic), made by the aforementioned ther-
mal sublimation photographic printing process.

[0015] InFig.2Bitis possible to see, by a photographic
illustration, the real aesthetical rendering of an example
decoration 14 applied onto the upper surface 13 of the
bottom base according to the invention.

[0016] Figures 3A and 3B show schematically and by
a real photographic illustration respectively, the assem-
bly of the container 10 and bottom base 11 filled with
cosmetic product 15 in the form oftransparent substance.
The attractive visual effect that the package of cosmetic
productas awhole can haveis clearly visible from Fig. 3B.
[0017] In the case of cosmetic product in form of
opaque substance, as stated, the image printed on the
bottom base 11 will gradually appear through the use of
the product, when the surface 13 of the bottom base is
uncovered.

[0018] Itis clear how making a bottom base according
to the invention makes it possible to obtain a package
for cosmetic products with an added value in terms of
good appearance and enjoyability during use.

[0019] Of course, the description made above of an
embodiment applying the innovative principle of the
present invention is given as an example of such inno-
vative principles and therefore should not be taken to
limit the scope of protection claimed here.

[0020] For example, according to the invention, it is
possible for the decoration by thermal sublimation pho-
tographic printing to also, or only, cover the lower surface
of the bottom base, designed to rest on the bottom of the
container 10, if the container itself was made of glass or
another transparent material and it was wished to pro-
pose a decoration specifically linked to the product con-
tained in the bottom base, without having to specifically
provide a primary container that is necessarily intended
for it, said primary container therefore being able to be
totally generic and for universal use also for other prod-
ucts supported by bottom bases of the same shape and
size.
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Claims

1. Bottom base for cosmetic products, having an upper
surface (13) intended to constitute a support for the
cosmetic product and a lower surface, opposite said
upper surface (13), intended to rest on the bottom
of an outer container, characterised in that at least
one of said surfaces of the bottom base is decorated
with decorations (14) made by thermal sublimation
photographic printing.

2. Bottom base for cosmetic products according to
claim 1, characterised in that the at least one of
said surfaces, decorated with decorations (14) made
by thermal sublimation photographic printing, is the
upper surface (13) intended to constitute a support
for the cosmetic product.

3. Bottom base for cosmetic products according to
claim 1, characterised in that it is made of metal.

4. Package for cosmetic products, comprising an outer
container (10), a bottom base (11) contained inside
the container (10) and having an upper surface (13)
intended to constitute a support for a cosmetic prod-
uct and a lower surface, opposite said upper surface
(13), intended to rest on the bottom of the container
(10), characterised in that at least one of said sur-
faces of the bottom base (11) is decorated with dec-
orations (14) made by thermal sublimation photo-
graphic printing.

5. Package for cosmetic products according to claim
4, characterised in that the at least one of said sur-
faces, decorated with decorations (14) made by ther-
mal sublimation photographic printing, is the upper
surface (13) intended to constitute a support for the
cosmetic product.

6. Package for cosmetic products according to claim
4, characterised in that the at least one of said sur-
faces, decorated with decorations (14) made by ther-
mal sublimation photographic printing, is the lower
surface, intended to rest on the bottom of the con-
tainer (10).

7. Package for cosmetic products according to claim
4, characterised in that the container (10) is made
of transparent material.
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