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Description
TEHCNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a heat pump
hot water heater.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A hot water dispenser, a hot water heater and
so forth, in which a heat pump system is utilized, have
been conventionally used. For example, Patent Litera-
ture 1 (JP 2010 - 181104 A) discloses a hot water dis-
penser as a heat pump device equipped with a refrigerant
circuit and a water circuit. The refrigerant circuit is a type
of circuit composed of a compressor, an outdoor heat
exchanger and an indoor heat exchanger, and makes
refrigerant circulate therethrough. The water circuit is a
type of circuit sharing the indoor heat exchanger with the
refrigerant circuit, and makes water flow therethrough.
In the refrigerant circuit, the refrigerant, compressed to
have high temperature in the compressor, is heat-ex-
changed with the water and cooled down in the indoor
heat exchanger, and is reduced in pressure, and then is
heat-exchanged with outdoor air and heated in the out-
door heat exchanger. The water, flowing through the wa-
ter circuit, is heat-exchanged with the refrigerant and
heated in the indoor heat exchanger.

[0003] In a heat pump device equipped with the out-
door heat exchanger in which the outdoor air and the
refrigerant are heat-exchanged as with the aforemen-
tioned hot water dispenser, there is a possibility that when
the temperature of the outdoor air is low, frost is attached
to the outdoor heat exchanger and this results in degra-
dation in operating efficiency. In this case, the heat pump
device performs a defrosting operation for melting the
frost attached to the outdoor heat exchanger. For exam-
ple, the heat pump device performs a reverse cycle op-
eration for causing the refrigerant to circulate through the
refrigerant circuitin a direction opposite to thatin a normal
operation. Accordingly, the refrigerant, compressed to
have high temperature in the compressor, flows into the
outdoor heat exchanger, and the outdoor heat exchanger
is defrosted.

[0004] EP 2530410 A1 discloses a heat pump which
comprises a refrigerant circuit, a water circuit, a control
unit, and an expansion valve. The refrigerant circuit
through which refrigerant is to circulate, the refrigerant
circuit including a first heat exchanger, a second heat
exchanger and a compressor, the first heat exchanger
being configured to cause heat exchange between air
and the refrigerant, the second heat exchanger being
configured to cause heat exchange between the refrig-
erant and water, the compressor being configured to
compress the refrigerant. The water circuit through which
the water is to flow, the water circuit including the second
heat exchanger and a water supply mechanism, the wa-
ter supply mechanism being configured to supply the wa-
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ter to the second heat exchanger. The control unit being
configured to control the refrigerant circuit and the water
circuit so as to perform a defrosting operation of the first
heat exchanger. The expansion valve is an electric valve
for regulating the flow rate and the pressure of the refrig-
erant circulating through the refrigerant circuit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
<Technical Problem>

[0005] However, there is a possibility that the water
freezes in the water circuit when the reverse cycle oper-
ation-based defrosting is performed for a long period of
time under the condition that the temperature of outdoor
air is low. A type of heat pump device has been known
that is configured to defrost the outdoor heat exchanger
by utilizing the heat of hot water remaining in the water
circuit in order to prevent water freezing. For example,
Patent Literature 1 discloses a heat pump device config-
ured to perform the reverse cycle operation-based de-
frosting after heat is accumulated in the indoor heat ex-
changer by feeding hot water, stored in a hot water stor-
age tank connected to the water circuit, to the indoor heat
exchanger. On the other hand, Patent Literature 2 (WO
2006/103815) discloses a heat pump device having a
mode for performing the reverse cycle operation-based
defrosting by utilizing the heat of hot water remaining in
the water circuit and a mode for performing defrosting by
causing the high-temperature refrigerant discharged
from the compressor in the refrigerant circuit to flow
through the outdoor heat exchanger, and subsequently,
by causing the refrigerant having passed through the out-
door heat exchanger to flow back to the compressor with-
out changing the status quo of the refrigerant.

[0006] However, the aforementioned heat pump de-
vices are required to change either the configuration of
the refrigerant circuit or that of the water circuit in order
to defrost the outdoor heat exchanger. Additionally, when
the outdoor heat exchanger is defrosted by the reverse
cycle operation of the refrigerant circuit, there is still a
possibility of water freezing in the water circuit under the
condition thatthe temperature of water in the water circuit
and the temperature of outdoor air are low.

[0007] Itis an object of the presentinvention to provide
a heat pump hot water heater that is capable of prevent-
ing water freezing.

<Solution to Problem>

[0008] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
first aspect of the present invention is defined in the ap-
pended claim 1.

[0009] The heat pump hot water heater is a heat pump
device equipped with the refrigerant circuit and the water
circuit that share the second heat exchanger. The refrig-
erant at high temperature, compressed by the compres-
sor of the refrigerant circuit, is heat-exchanged with the



3 EP 2 940 407 B1 4

water flowing through the water circuitin the second heat
exchanger. In the second heat exchanger, heat is trans-
ferred from the refrigerant flowing through the refrigerant
circuit to the water flowing through the water circuit. Ac-
cordingly, the water flowing through the water circuit is
heated, and hot water is produced. The control unit is
capable of switching between the forward cycle operation
and the reverse cycle operation by controlling the refrig-
erant circuit. In the forward cycle operation, the high-tem-
perature refrigerant compressed by the compressor
flows into the second heat exchanger. In the reverse cy-
cle operation, the high-temperature refrigerant com-
pressed by the compressor flows into the first heat ex-
changer. Chances are that frost is attached to the first
heat exchanger installed in an outdoor space under con-
ditions of low outdoor air temperature. The present heat
pump hot water heater is configured to perform the de-
frosting operation for eliminating the frost attached to the
first heat exchanger. The control unit is normally config-
ured to perform the defrosting operation based on the
reverse cycle operation. However, the control unit is con-
figured to perform the defrosting operation based on the
forward cycle operation when determining that perform-
ing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion could result in freezing of the water flowing through
the water circuit. The forward cycle operation-based de-
frosting operation is performed by deactivating the water
supply mechanism of the water circuit and by increasing
the opening degree of an expansion mechanism of the
refrigerant circuit. With the deactivation of the water sup-
ply mechanism, heat exchange is inhibited in the second
heat exchanger, and heat is accumulated in the second
heat exchanger. With the increase in opening degree of
the expansion mechanism, the heat of the compressor
and the second heat exchanger is transferred to the first
heat exchanger via the expansion mechanism through
the refrigerant. Accordingly, the first heat exchanger is
heated and the frost attached to the first heat exchanger
is eliminated.

[0010] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation on the basis of
the possibility of freezing of the water flowing through the
water circuit. In the reverse cycle operation-based de-
frosting operation, the high-temperature refrigerant com-
pressed by the compressor directly flows into the first
heat exchanger. Thus, the frost attached to the first heat
exchanger is efficiently eliminated. However, heat ex-
change is performed in the second heat exchanger such
that heat is transferred from the water flowing through
the water circuit to the refrigerant flowing through the
refrigerant circuit. Thus, when the temperature of the wa-
ter in the water circuit is low or so forth, there is a possi-
bility that the water in the water circuit freezes and breaks
the water circuit. On the other hand, in the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation, while heat ex-
change is inhibited in the second heat exchanger, the
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frost attached to the first heat exchanger is eliminated by
the heatofthe compressor and the second heat exchang-
er. Hence, in the forward cycle operation-based defrost-
ing operation, there is no possibility of water freezing in
the water circuit. Consequently, the present heat pump
hot water heater can prevent water freezing in the de-
frosting operation.

[0011] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation in starting the
defrosting operation. When the temperature of the water
flowing into the second heat exchanger is lower than or
equal to a predetermined temperature, the control unit is
configured to determine that performing the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation could result in
freezing of the water flowing through the water circuit. In
this case, the present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to start the forward cycle operation-based defrost-
ing operation.

[0012] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
second aspect of the presentinvention relates to the heat
pump hot water heater according to the first aspect, and
wherein, when the air to be heat-exchanged in the first
heat exchanger has a temperature of lower than or equal
to a second temperature in starting the defrosting oper-
ation, the control unit is configured to select to perform
the forward cycle operation and deactivate the water sup-
ply mechanism.

[0013] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation in starting the
defrosting operation. When the temperature of the air to
be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger is lower
than or equal to a predetermined temperature, the control
unit is configured to determine that performing the re-
verse cycle operation-based defrosting operation could
result in freezing of the water flowing through the water
circuit. Inthis case, the presentheat pump hot water heat-
eris configured to start the forward cycle operation-based
defrosting operation.

[0014] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
third aspect of the present invention relates to the heat
pump hot water heater according to any of the first to
third aspects, and wherein, when the compressor has
been deactivated for a first period of time or greater be-
fore starting the defrosting operation in starting the de-
frosting operation, the control unit is configured to select
to perform the forward cycle operation and deactivate
the water supply mechanism.

[0015] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation in starting the
defrosting operation. When the normal operation for
heating the water in the water circuit based on the forward
cycle operation has been deactivated for a predeter-
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mined period of time or greater in starting the defrosting
operation, the control unit is configured to determine that
performing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting
operation could result in freezing of the water flowing
through the water circuit. In this case, the present heat
pump hot water heater is configured to start the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation.

[0016] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
fourth aspect of the present invention relates to the heat
pump hot water heater according to any of the first to
fourth aspects, and wherein, when the defrosting oper-
ation has been previously performed for a second period
of time or less in starting the defrosting operation, the
control unit is configured to select to perform the forward
cycle operation and deactivate the water supply mecha-
nism.

[0017] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation in starting the
defrosting operation. When the defrosting operation has
been previously performed for a predetermined period
of time or less, the control unitis configured to determine
that performing the reverse cycle operation-based de-
frosting operation could result in freezing of the water
flowing through the water circuit. In this case, the present
heat pump hot water heater is configured to start the for-
ward cycle operation-based defrosting operation.
[0018] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
fifth aspect of the present invention relates to the heat
pump hot water heater according to any of the first to fifth
aspects, and wherein, when the water flowing into the
second heat exchanger has a temperature of lower than
or equal to a third temperature during performing the de-
frosting operation based on the reverse cycle operation,
the control unit is configured to select to perform the for-
ward cycle operation and deactivate the water supply
mechanism.

[0019] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation during perform-
ing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion. When the temperature of the water flowing into the
second heat exchanger is lower than or equal to a pre-
determined temperature during performing the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation, the control
unitis configured to determine that continuing the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation could result
in freezing of the water flowing through the water circuit.
In this case, the present heat pump hot water heater is
configured to terminate the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation and start the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation.

[0020] A heat pump hot water heater according to a
reference example of the present invention relates to the
heat pump hot water heater according to any of the first
to fifth aspects, and wherein, when the water flowing into

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the second heat exchanger has a temperature of lower
than or equal to a fourth temperature during performing
the defrosting operation based on the reverse cycle op-
eration, the control unit is configured to select to perform
the forward cycle operation.

[0021] The present heat pump hot water heater is con-
figured to select and perform either the normal operation
for heating the water in the water circuit based on the
forward cycle operation or the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation during performing the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation. When the
temperature of the water flowing into the second heat
exchanger is lower than or equal to a predetermined tem-
perature during performing the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation, the control unit is configured
to determine that continuing the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation could result in freezing of the
water flowing through the water circuit. In this case, the
present heat pump hot water heater is configured to ter-
minate the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting op-
eration and start the forward cycle operation-based nor-
mal operation.

<Advantageous Effects of Invention>

[0022] The heat pump hot water heater according to
any of the first to fifth aspects of the present invention
can prevent water freezing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0023]

FIG. 1 is a circuit configuration diagram of a heat
pump hot water heater in a normal operation.

FIG. 2 is a circuit configuration diagram of the heat
pump hot water heater in a reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation.

FIG. 3 is a circuit configuration diagram of the heat
pump hot water heater in a forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a routine for determin-
ing a possibility of water freezing in a water circuit
when the defrosting operation is started after termi-
nating the normal operation.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a routine for determin-
ing the possibility of water freezing in the water circuit
when the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting
operation is performed.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] A heat pump hot water heater according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be explained
with reference to drawings. The heat pump hot water
heater according to the present embodiment is a type of
heater that is configured to heat water with use of a heat
pump system and to heat air in an indoor space with use
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of the heat of the produced hot water.
(1) Construction of Heat Pump Hot Water Heater

[0025] A heat pump hot water heater 10 according to
the present embodiment is mainly composed of a refrig-
erant circuit 20, a water circuit 30 and a control unit 40.
The refrigerant circuit 20 is a circuit that refrigerant cir-
culates therethrough. The water circuit 30 is a circuit that
water circulates therethrough. The refrigerant circuit 20
functions as a heat pump.

(1-1) Refrigerant Circuit

[0026] The refrigerant circuit 20 is a type of refrigerant
circuit in which a first heat exchanger 21, a compressor
22, an expansion valve 23, a four-way switch valve 24
and a second heat exchanger 25 are mainly connected
to each other. The refrigerant circuit 20 includes a first
temperature sensor 26. The refrigerant circulating
through the refrigerant circuit 20 is, for instance, R134a.
[0027] The refrigerant circuit 20 is configured to per-
form either a forward cycle operation or a reverse cycle
operation in accordance with the circulation direction of
the refrigerant. FIGS. 1 and 3 are circuit configuration
diagrams of the heat pump hot water heater 10 in the
forward cycle operation of the refrigerant circuit 20. FIG
2 is a circuit configuration diagram of the heat pump hot
water heater 10 in the reverse cycle operation of the re-
frigerant circuit 20. In FIGS. 1 to 3, the flow direction of
the refrigerant circulating through the refrigerant circuit
20 is indicated by arrows. The forward cycle operation
of the refrigerant circuit 20 is configured to be performed
when the heat pump hot water heater 10 performs either
anormal operation or a defrosting operation. The reverse
cycle operation of the refrigerant circuit 20 is performed
when the heat pump hot water heater 10 performs the
defrosting operation. The normal operation of the heat
pump hotwater heater 10is a type of operation for heating
water circulating through the water circuit 30 and utilizing
the produced hot water for heating. The defrosting oper-
ation of the heat pump hot water heater 10 is a type of
operation for eliminating frost attached to the first heat
exchanger 21. The refrigerant circuit 20 is capable of
switching between the forward cycle operation and the
reverse cycle operation.

[0028] The first heat exchanger 21 is a refrigerant-air
heat exchanger. In the first heat exchanger 21, heat ex-
change is performed between the refrigerant circulating
through the refrigerant circuit 20 and a heat source. The
heat source is, for instance, outdoor air and geothermal
heat. In the present embodiment, the heat source is out-
door air. The first heat exchanger 21 is, for instance, a
plate fin coil heat exchanger. A fan 21 a is installed in the
vicinity of the first heat exchanger 21. The fan 21a is
configured to feed outdoor air to the first heat exchanger
21 and discharge the outdoor air that is heat-exchanged
with the refrigerant in the first heat exchanger 21. The
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first heat exchanger 21 is an outdoor heat exchanger
designed to be installed in an outdoor space.

[0029] The compressor 22 is a type of compressor that
is configured to suck and compress the refrigerant at low
pressure that flows in the refrigerant circuit 20 and dis-
charge the refrigerant at high temperature and high pres-
sure. The compressor 22 is, for instance, a rotary com-
pressor.

[0030] The expansion valve 23 is an electric valve for
regulating the flow rate and the pressure of the refrigerant
circulating through the refrigerant circuit 20.

[0031] The four-way switch valve 24 is a type of switch
valve configured to switch between the forward cycle op-
eration and the reverse cycle operation so as to reverse
the direction of the refrigerant circulating through the re-
frigerant circuit 20. The four-way switch valve 24 has a
first port 24a, a second port 24b, a third port 24c and a
fourth port 24d. The four-way switch valve 24 is set in
either a first communication state or a second commu-
nication state. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, in the first
communication state, the first port 24a and the second
port 24b communicate with each other, and simultane-
ously, the third port 24c and the fourth port 24d commu-
nicate with each other. As shown in FIG. 2, in the second
communication state, the first port 24a and the third port
24c communicate with each other, and simultaneously,
the second port 24b and the fourth port 24d communicate
with each other. When the refrigerant circuit 20 performs
the forward cycle operation, the four-way switch valve 24
is set in the first communication state. When the refrig-
erant circuit 20 performs the reverse cycle operation, the
four-way switch valve 24 is set in the second communi-
cation state.

[0032] The second heat exchanger 25 is a water-re-
frigerant heat exchanger. In the second heat exchanger
25, heat exchange is performed between the refrigerant
circulating through the refrigerant circuit 20 and the water
circulating through the water circuit 30. The refrigerant
circuit 20 and the water circuit 30 share the second heat
exchanger 25. The second heat exchanger 25 has a re-
frigerant heat exchange part 25a that the refrigerant cir-
culating through the refrigerant circuit 20 passes there-
through and a water heat exchange part 25b that the
water circulating through the water circuit 30 passes
therethrough. For example, the second heat exchanger
25 is a tornado heat exchanger having a construction
that a refrigerant pipe as the refrigerant heat exchange
part 25a is helically wound about the outer periphery of
a water pipe as the water heat exchange part 25b, and
additionally, the water pipe has grooves in the inside
thereof. The second heat exchanger 25 is an indoor heat
exchanger designed to be installed in a space as a heat-
ing target.

[0033] The firsttemperature sensor 26 is a type of sen-
sor configured to measure the temperature of the outdoor
air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger 21.
The first temperature sensor 26 is configured to measure
the temperature of the outdoor air to be fed to the first
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heat exchanger 21 by the fan 21a or the temperature of
the air in the outdoor space that the first heat exchanger
21isinstalled. Thefirsttemperature sensor 26 is attached
to the first heat exchanger 21.

[0034] The configuration of the refrigerant circuit 20 in
the forward cycle operation will be explained. The dis-
charge side of the compressor 22 is connected to the
first port 24a of the four-way switch valve 24. The second
port 24b of the four-way switch valve 24 is connected to
the refrigerant heat exchange part 25a of the second heat
exchanger 25. The refrigerant heat exchange part 25a
of the second heat exchanger 25 is connected to the
expansion valve 23. The expansion valve 23 is connect-
edtothefirstheatexchanger 21. The first heat exchanger
21is connected to the third port 24c of the four-way switch
valve 24. The fourth port 24d of the four-way switch valve
24 is connected to the intake side of the compressor 22.
[0035] An action of the refrigerant circuit 20 in the for-
ward cycle operation will be explained. The forward cycle
operation is configured to be performed when the heat
pump hotwater heater 10 performs the normal operation.
The refrigerant in a gaseous state at low pressure is
sucked into the compressor 22 and is compressed there-
in. The compressed refrigerant is discharged from the
compressor 22 in a gaseous state at high temperature
and high pressure, and is fed to the second heatexchang-
er 25 via the first and second ports 24a and 24b of the
four-way switch valve 24. In the second heat exchanger
25, the refrigerant passes through the refrigerant heat
exchange part 25a, whereas the water passes through
the water heat exchange part 25b. In the second heat
exchanger 25, heat is transferred from the refrigerant at
high temperature to the water at low temperature, and
thus, heatexchange is performed between the refrigerant
and the water. Accordingly, in the second heat exchanger
25, the refrigerantin a gaseous state at high temperature
and high pressure is condensed and changed into a liquid
state at high pressure. Then, the refrigerant is reduced
in pressure when passing through the expansion valve
23, and is changed into a gas-liquid two phase state at
low pressure. The refrigerant in the gas-liquid two phase
state atlow pressure evaporates in the firstheatexchang-
er 21 as a result of heat exchange with the outdoor air,
and is changed into a gaseous state at low pressure.
Then, the refrigerant passes through the third and fourth
ports 24c and 24d of the four-way switch valve 24 and is
fed to the compressor 22. The refrigerant circuit 20, per-
forming the forward cycle operation, is configured to sup-
ply the heat of the outdoor air through the refrigerant to
the water circulating through the water circuit 30 by re-
peating the aforementioned processing steps.

[0036] It should be noted that the refrigerant circuit 20
is configured to perform either the forward cycle opera-
tion or the reverse cycle operation when the heat pump
hot water heater 10 performs the defrosting operation.
An action of the refrigerant circuit 20 in the reverse cycle
operation will be described below.
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(1-2) Water Circuit

[0037] The water circuit 30 is a type of circuit in which
the second heat exchanger 25, a water supply pump 31,
a hot water storage tank 32 and a heating unit 33 are
mainly connected to each other. The water circuit 30 in-
cludes asecond temperature sensor 34. Water circulates
the water circuit 30. In the water circuit 30, the water
circulates through the water supply pump 31, the second
heat exchanger 25, the hot water storage tank 32, the
heating unit 33 and back to the water supply pump 31 in
this order. In FIGS. 1 and 2, the direction of the water
circulating through the water circuit 30 is indicated by
arrows.

[0038] The water supply pump 31 is a type of pump
configured to feed the water circulating through the water
circuit 30 to the water heat exchange part 25b of the
second heat exchanger 25.

[0039] The second heat exchanger 25 is a water-re-
frigerant heatexchanger. As described above, in the sec-
ond heat exchanger 25, heat exchange is performed be-
tween the refrigerant circulating through the refrigerant
circuit 20 and the water circulating through the water cir-
cuit 30. The water passes through the water heat ex-
change part 25b so as to be heat-exchanged in the sec-
ond heat exchanger 25. The inlet of the water heat ex-
change part 25b is connected to the water supply pump
31 through a pipe. The outlet of the water heat exchange
part 25b is connected to the hot water storage tank 32
through a pipe.

[0040] The hot water storage tank 32 is a type of tank
for storing the water heated in the second heat exchanger
25. The hot water stored in the hot water storage tank 32
is fed to the heating unit 33. The hot water storage tank
32 may be provided with a keep-warm heater for keeping
the warmth of the hot water stored therein.

[0041] The heating unit 33 is installed in a space to be
heated by the normal operation of the heat pump hot
water heater 10. For example, the heating unit 33 is a
floor heating panel to be mounted to the floor surface of
aroom. The heating unit 33 has a heating pipe 33a that
the hot water heated in the second heat exchanger 25
flows therethrough.

[0042] The second temperature sensor 34 is a type of
sensor configured to measure the temperature of the wa-
ter flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b of the
second heat exchanger 25. For example, the second
temperature sensor 34 is attached to the pipe in the vi-
cinity of the inlet of the water heat exchange part 25b.
[0043] An action of the water circuit 30 will be ex-
plained. The water is fed to the second heat exchanger
25 by the water supply pump 31. In the second heat ex-
changer 25, heat exchange is performed between the
refrigerant and the water by thermal transference from
the refrigerant at high temperature to the water at low
temperature. Accordingly, the water is heated in the sec-
ond heat exchanger 25. The water heated in the second
heat exchanger 25 is fed to the hot water storage tank
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32 as hot water. The hot water stored in the hot water
storage tank 32 is supplied to the heating unit 33. In the
heating unit 33, the hot water, flowing through the inside
ofthe heating pipe 33a, heats the airin the space in which
the heating unit 33 is installed. The water, reduced in
temperature after passing through the heating pipe 33a,
is fed to the water supply pump 31.

(1-3) Control Unit

[0044] The control unit 40 is a computer for controlling
the respective constituent elements of the heat pump hot
water heater 10. The control unit 40 is connected to the
compressor 22, the expansion valve 23, the four-way
switch valve 24, the firsttemperature sensor 26, the water
supply pump 31, the heating unit 33 and the second tem-
perature sensor 34. For example, the control unit 40 is
installed in an electric component unit (not shown in the
drawings) disposed inside the heat pump hot water heat-
er 10.

[0045] The control unit 40 is capable of activating and
deactivating the compressor 22 by regulating the oper-
ating frequency of the compressor 22. The control unit
40 is capable of controlling the flow rate of the refrigerant
passing through the expansion valve 23 by regulating
the opening degree of the expansion valve 23. The con-
trol unit 40 is capable of activating and deactivating the
water supply pump 31 by controlling the rotational speed
of the water supply pump 31. The control unit 40 is ca-
pable of regulating the temperature of the space in which
the heating unit 33 is installed by regulating the flow rate
of the hot water to be fed to the heating unit 33.

[0046] The control unit 40 is capable of switching be-
tween the first communication state and the second com-
munication state by controlling the four-way switch valve
24. Put differently, the control unit 40 is capable of switch-
ing between the forward cycle operation and the reverse
cycle operation by controlling the four-way switch valve
24,

[0047] The control unit 40 is capable of receiving the
temperature measured by the first temperature sensor
26 of the refrigerant circuit 20, i.e., the temperature of
the air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger
21. The control unit 40 is capable of receiving the tem-
perature measured by the second temperature sensor
34 of the water circuit 30, i.e., the temperature of the
water flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b of
the second heat exchanger 25.

[0048] Additionally, the control unit 40 stores informa-
tion regarding the operation of the heat pump hot water
heater 10. For example, the control unit 40 is configured
to monitor and store activation timing of the compressor
22 and deactivation timing of the compressor 22. Accord-
ingly, the control unit 40 is capable of calculating, for in-
stance, duration of deactivation of the compressor 22,
duration of the normal operation performed by the heat
pump hot water heater 10, and duration of the defrosting
operation performed by the heat pump hot water heater
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10.
(2) Action of Heat Pump Hot Water Heater

(2-1) Explanation of Normal Operation and Defrosting
Operation

[0049] The action of the heat pump hot water heater
10 will be explained. The heat pump hot water heater 10
is configured to perform either the normal operation or
the defrosting operation. FIG 1 is a circuit configuration
diagram of the heat pump hot water heater 10 performing
the normal operation. In the normal operation of the heat
pump hot water heater 10, the refrigerant circuit 20 is
configured to perform the forward cycle operation. As
shown in FIG. 1, the four-way switch valve 24 of the re-
frigerant circuit 20 is herein set in the first communication
state. Inthe water circuit 30, the water is fed to the second
heat exchanger 25 by the water supply pump 31 and is
heated in the second heat exchanger 25. Then, hot water
is fed to the hot water storage tank 32 and the heating
unit 33.

[0050] In the normal operation of the heat pump hot
water heater 10, heat exchange, which is thermal trans-
ference from the outdoor air to the refrigerant, is per-
formed in the first heat exchanger 21 of the refrigerant
circuit 20. Put differently, the heat of the outdoor air to
be blown by the fan 21a is deprived in the first heat ex-
changer 21. Due to this, chances are that frostis attached
to the first heat exchanger 21 under some conditions of
low outdoor air temperature such as cold weather places
and the winter season. When frost is attached to the first
heat exchanger 21, in comparison with a condition that
frost is not attached to the first heat exchanger 21, heat
exchange efficiency is degraded in the first heat exchang-
er 21 and then operating efficiency is degraded in the
heat pump hot water heater 10. Therefore, for the pur-
pose of inhibiting degradation in operating efficiency un-
der the conditions of low outdoor air temperature, the
heat pump hot water heater 10 is required to regularly
perform the defrosting operation of eliminating the frost
attached to the first heat exchanger 21. The defrosting
operation of the heat pump hot water heater 10 is per-
formed by melting the frost attached to the first heat ex-
changer 21 with heat.

[0051] In performing the defrosting operation, the heat
pump hotwater heater 10 is configured to perform it either
in the reverse cycle operation of the refrigerant circuit 20
or in the forward cycle operation of the refrigerant circuit
20. FIG 2 is a circuit configuration diagram of the heat
pump hot water heater 10 performing the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation. FIG 3 is a circuit
configuration diagram of the heat pump hot water heater
10 performing the forward cycle operation-based defrost-
ing operation.

[0052] The direction of the refrigerant circulating
through the refrigerant circuit 20 in the reverse cycle op-
eration is opposite to that of the refrigerant circulating
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through the refrigerant circuit 20 in the forward cycle op-
eration. Specifically, in the reverse cycle operation, the
refrigerant in the refrigerant circuit 20 passes and circu-
lates through the compressor 22, the four-way switch
valve 24 (the first port 24a and the third port 24c), the
first heat exchanger 21, the expansion valve 23, the sec-
ond heat exchanger 25, the four-way switch valve 24 (the
second port 24b and the fourth port 24d) and back to the
compressor 22 in this order.

[0053] Next, explanation will be provided for an action
to be performed when the heat pump hot water heater
10terminates the normal operation and starts the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation. First, the
control unit 40 deactivates the compressor 22 by zeroing
the rotational speed of the compressor 22. The normal
operation is terminated by the deactivation of the com-
pressor 22. Next, the control unit 40 switches the four-
way switch valve 24 from the first communication state
into the second communication state. Subsequently, the
control unit 40 starts an operation of the compressor 22
by increasing the rotational speed of the compressor 22
from zero. The defrosting operation of the heat pump hot
water heater 10 is started by the activation of the com-
pressor 22. In the defrosting operation, the refrigerant at
high temperature, discharged from the compressor 22,
flows into the first heat exchanger 21. Additionally, in the
defrosting operation, the heat accumulated in the second
heat exchanger 25 in the normal operation is supplied to
the first heat exchanger 21 through the refrigerant circu-
lating through the refrigerant circuit 20. Accordingly, frost
attached to the first heat exchanger 21 melts, and thus,
thefirstheatexchanger 21 is defrosted. It should be noted
that the water supply pump 31 of the water circuit 30 is
being operated in the reverse cycle operation-based de-
frosting operation.

[0054] Next, explanation will be provided for an action
to be performed when the heat pump hot water heater
10terminates the normal operation and starts the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation. First, the
control unit 40 deactivates the water supply pump 31 by
zeroing the rotational speed of the water supply pump
31. Water supply to the second heat exchanger 25 is
stopped by the deactivation of the water supply pump
31.Next, the control unit40 increases the opening degree
of the expansion valve 23. Additionally, the control unit
40 maintains the four-way switch valve 24 in the first com-
munication state. Put differently, similarly to the normal
operation, the refrigerant at high temperature, dis-
charged from the compressor 22, is supplied to the sec-
ond heat exchanger 25 in the forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation. In the second heat exchang-
er 25, the water is not passing through the water heat
exchange part 25b, and thus, heat exchange between
the refrigerant and the water is inhibited in the second
heat exchanger 25. Due to this, the heat of the refrigerant
at high temperature supplied from the compressor 22 is
accumulated in the second heat exchanger 25. As a re-
sult, the temperature of the second heat exchanger 25
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is increased. Additionally, the temperature of the com-
pressor 22 is also increased by the operation of the com-
pressor 22. The heat accumulated in the compressor 22
and the second heat exchanger 25 is supplied to the first
heat exchanger 21 via the expansion valve 23 through
the refrigerant circulating through the refrigerant circuit
20. Accordingly, frost attached to the first heat exchanger
21 melts, and thus, the first heat exchanger 21 is defrost-
ed.

(2-2) Explanation of Determining Water Freezing Prob-
ability

[0055] Inthe heatpump hotwaterheater 10, the control
unit 40 is configured to determine a possibility of water
freezing inthe water circuit 30 and select to perform either
the forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation
or the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion. The control unit 40 is configured to perform the for-
ward cycle operation-based defrosting operation when
determining that the water circuit 30 has a possibility of
water freezing. The control unit 40 is configured to per-
form the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting oper-
ation when determining that the water circuit 30 has no
possibility of water freezing.

[0056] The control unit 40 determines the possibility of
water freezing in the water circuit 30 at least either in the
timing of terminating the normal operation and starting
the defrosting operation or during performing the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation.

[0057] FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a routine that the
control unit40 determines the possibility of water freezing
in the water circuit 30 in the timing of terminating the
normal operation and starting the defrosting operation.
The routine is composed of Steps S11 to S15. In Step
S11, the control unit 40 terminates the normal operation.
In Step S12, the control unit 40 determines the possibility
of water freezing in the water circuit 30. When determin-
ing that the water circuit 30 has the possibility of water
freezing, the control unit 40 performs processing in Step
S13. When determining that the water circuit 30 has no
possibility of water freezing, the control unit 40 performs
processing in Step S14. In Step S13, the control unit 40
starts the forward cycle operation-based defrosting op-
eration. In Step S14, the control unit 40 starts the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation. In Step S15,
the control unit 40 terminates the defrosting operation.
[0058] FIG. 5is a flowchart showing a routine that the
control unit40 determines the possibility of water freezing
in the water circuit 30 during performing the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation. The routine is
composed of Steps S21 to S25. In Step S21, the control
unit 40 terminates the normal operation. In Step S22, the
control unit 40 starts the reverse cycle operation-based
defrosting operation. In Step S23, the control unit 40 de-
termines the possibility of water freezing in the water cir-
cuit 30. When determining that the water circuit 30 has
the possibility of water freezing, the control unit 40 per-
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forms processing in Step S24. When determining that
the water circuit 30 has no possibility of water freezing,
the control unit 40 continues the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation. In Step S24, the control unit
40 terminates the reverse cycle operation-based defrost-
ing operation and starts the forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation. In Step S25, the control unit
40 terminates the defrosting operation.

[0059] Specifically, the control unit 40 is configured to
determine the possibility of water freezing in the water
circuit 30 on the basis of any one of six determination
criteria to be explained below. Next, the respective de-
termination criteria will be explained.

(2-2-1) First Determination Criterion

[0060] In the first determination criterion, the control
unit 40 determines the possibility of water freezing in the
water circuit 30 when terminating the normal operation
and starting the defrosting operation. The control unit 40
is configured to obtain the temperature of the water flow-
ing into the water heat exchange part 25b of the second
heat exchanger 25 from the second temperature sensor
34 of the water circuit 30. When the temperature of the
water flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b is
lower than or equal to a predetermined temperature, the
control unit 40 is configured to deactivate the water sup-
ply pump 31, maintain the four-way switch valve 24 in
the first communication state, and then, start the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation. When the
temperature of the water flowing into the water heat ex-
change part 25b is higher than the predetermined tem-
perature, the control unit 40 is configured to switch the
four-way switch valve 24 from the first communication
state into the second communication state, and then,
start the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting oper-
ation.

(2-2-2) Second Determination Criterion

[0061] In the second determination criterion, the con-
trol unit 40 is configured to determine the possibility of
water freezing in the water circuit 30 when terminating
the normal operation and starting the defrosting opera-
tion. The control unit 40 is configured to obtain the tem-
perature of the air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat
exchanger 21 from the first temperature sensor 26 of the
refrigerant circuit 20. When the temperature of the air to
be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger 21 is lower
than or equal to a predetermined temperature, the control
unit 40 is configured to deactivate the water supply pump
31, maintain the four-way switch valve 24 in the first com-
munication state, and then start the forward cycle oper-
ation-based defrosting operation. When the temperature
ofthe air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger
21 is higher than the predetermined temperature, the
control unit 40 is configured to switch the four-way switch
valve 24 from the first communication state into the sec-
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ond communication state, and then start the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation.

(2-2-3) Third Determination Criterion

[0062] In the third determination criterion, the control
unit 40 is configured to determine the possibility of water
freezing in the water circuit 30 when terminating the nor-
mal operation and starting the defrosting operation. The
control unit 40 is configured to obtain information regard-
ing the operation of the compressor 22 of the refrigerant
circuit 20. When the compressor 22 has been succes-
sively deactivated for a predetermined period of time or
greater before starting the defrosting operation, the con-
trol unit 40 is configured to deactivate the water supply
pump 31, maintain the four-way switch valve 24 in the
first communication state, and then start the forward cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation. When the com-
pressor 22 has been successively deactivated for less
than the predetermined period of time before starting the
defrosting operation, the control unit 40 is configured to
switch the four-way switch valve 24 from the first com-
munication state into the second communication state,
and then start the reverse cycle operation-based defrost-
ing operation.

(2-2-4) Fourth Determination Criterion

[0063] In the fourth determination criterion, the control
unit 40 is configured to determine the possibility of water
freezing in the water circuit 30 when terminating the nor-
mal operation and starting the defrosting operation. The
control unit 40 is configured to obtain information regard-
ing the defrosting operation of the heat pump hot water
heater 10. When the defrosting operation has been pre-
viously performed for a predetermined period of time or
less, the control unit 40 is configured to deactivate the
water supply pump 31, maintain the four-way switch
valve 24 in the first communication state, and then start
the forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation.
When the defrosting operation has been previously per-
formed for more than the predetermined period of time,
the control unit 40 is configured to switch the four-way
switch valve 24 from the first communication state into
the second communication state, and then start the re-
verse cycle operation-based defrosting operation.

(2-2-5) Fifth Determination Criterion

[0064] In the fifth determination criterion, the control
unit 40 is configured to determine the possibility of water
freezing in the water circuit 30 during performing the re-
verse cycle operation-based defrosting operation after
terminating the normal operation. The control unit 40 is
configured to obtain the temperature of the water flowing
into the water heat exchange part 25b of the second heat
exchanger 25 from the second temperature sensor 34 of
the water circuit 30. When the temperature of the water
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flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b is lower
than or equal to a predetermined temperature, the control
unit 40 is configured to deactivate the water supply pump
31 of the water circuit 30, switch the four-way switch valve
24 from the second communication state into the first
communication state, and then start the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation. When the temper-
ature of the water flowing into the water heat exchange
part 25b is higher than the predetermined temperature,
the control unit 40 continues the reverse cycle operation-
based defrosting operation.

(2-2-6) Sixth Determination Criterion

[0065] In the sixth determination criterion, the control
unit 40 is configured to determine the possibility of water
freezing in the water circuit 30 during performing the re-
verse cycle operation-based defrosting operation after
terminating the normal operation. The control unit 40 is
configured to obtain the temperature of the water flowing
into the water heat exchange part 25b of the second heat
exchanger 25 from the second temperature sensor 34 of
the water circuit 30. When the temperature of the water
flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b is lower
than or equal to a predetermined temperature, the control
unit 40 is configured to switch the four-way switch valve
24 from the second communication state into the first
communication state in order to terminate the defrosting
operation, and then start aforward cycle operation-based
normal operation. When the temperature of the water
flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b is higher
than the predetermined temperature, the control unit 40
continues the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting
operation.

(3) Features of Heat Pump Hot Water Heater

[0066] The present heat pump hot water heater 10 is
a heat pump device equipped with the refrigerant circuit
20 and the water circuit 30 that share the second heat
exchanger 25. The refrigerant at high temperature, com-
pressed by the compressor 22 of the refrigerant circuit
20, is heat-exchanged with the water flowing through the
water circuit 30 in the second heat exchanger 25. In the
second heat exchanger 25, heat is transferred from the
refrigerant flowing through the refrigerant heat exchange
part 25a to the water flowing through the water heat ex-
change part 25b. Accordingly, the water flowing through
the water circuit 30 is heated, and hot water is produced.
The hot water herein produced is temporarily stored in
the hot water storage tank 32, and is utilized for heating
of the indoor space by the heating unit 33.

[0067] The control unit 40 is capable of switching be-
tween the forward cycle operation and the reverse cycle
operation by controlling the four-way switch valve 24 of
the refrigerant circuit 20. Chances are that frost is at-
tached to the first heat exchanger 21 under conditions of
low outdoor air temperature. The heat pump hot water
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heater 10 is capable of performing the defrosting opera-
tion for eliminating the frost attached to the first heat ex-
changer 21. The control unit 40 is normally configured to
perform the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting op-
eration. However, the control unit 40 is configured to per-
form the forward cycle operation-based defrosting oper-
ation when determining that performing the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation could result in
freezing of the water flowing through the water circuit 30.
The forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation
is performed by deactivating the water supply pump 31
of the water circuit 30 and by increasing the opening de-
gree of the expansion valve 23 of the refrigerant circuit
20. With the deactivation of the water supply pump 31,
heat exchange is inhibited in the second heat exchanger
25, and heat is accumulated in the second heat exchang-
er 25. With the increase in opening degree of the expan-
sion valve 23, the heat accumulated in the compressor
22 and the second heat exchanger 25 is transferred to
the first heat exchanger 21 via the expansion valve 23
through the refrigerant. Accordingly, the first heat ex-
changer 21 is heated and the frost attached to the first
heat exchanger 21 is eliminated.

[0068] The present heat pump hot water heater 10 is
configured to select and perform either the forward cycle
operation-based defrosting operation or the reverse cy-
cle operation-based defrosting operation on the basis of
the possibility of freezing of the water flowing through the
water circuit 30.

[0069] Inthe reverse cycle operation-based defrosting
operation, the refrigerant at high temperature com-
pressed by the compressor 22 directly flows into the first
heat exchanger 21. Thus, the frost attached to the first
heat exchanger 21 is efficiently eliminated. However, in
the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation,
heat exchange is performed in the second heat exchang-
er 25 such that heat is transferred from the water flowing
through the water circuit 30 to the refrigerant flowing
through the refrigerant circuit 20. Thus, when the tem-
perature of the water flowing into the second heat ex-
changer 25 is low, the temperature of the water to be
heat-exchanged in the second heat exchanger 25 falls
and this could result in water freezing. When freezing,
water increases in volume. Hence, there is a possibility
that when the water in the water circuit 30 freezes in the
pipe of the water circuit 30, the pipe is broken due to
increase in pressure inside the pipe. On the other hand,
in the forward cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion, heat exchange is inhibited in the second heat ex-
changer 25, and the frost attached to the first heat ex-
changer 21 is eliminated by the heat accumulated in the
compressor 22 and the second heat exchanger 25.
Hence, there is no possibility of water freezing in the wa-
ter circuit 30. Consequently, the heat pump hot water
heater 10 can prevent water freezing in the defrosting
operation.

[0070] The control unit 40 of the heat pump hot water
heater 10 is configured to determine the possibility of
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water freezing in the water circuit 30 on the basis of the
first to sixth determination criteria and is configured to
select to perform either the forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation or the reverse cycle opera-
tion-based defrosting operation.

[0071] When the temperature of the water flowing into
the second heat exchanger 25 is lower than or equal to
a predetermined temperature in starting the defrosting
operation, the control unit 40 is configured to determine
that, based onthefirstdetermination criterion, performing
the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation
could result in water freezing in the water circuit 30. In
the configuration, the heat pump hot water heater 10 is
capable of preventing water freezing in the water circuit
30 by terminating the normal operation and starting the
forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation.
[0072] On the other hand, when the temperature of the
air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger 21
is lower than or equal to a predetermined temperature in
starting the defrosting operation, the control unit 40 is
configured to determine that, based on the second de-
termination criterion, performing the reverse cycle oper-
ation-based defrosting operation could result in water
freezing in the water circuit 30. In the configuration, the
heat pump hot water heater 10 is capable of preventing
water freezing in the water circuit 30 by terminating the
normal operation and starting the forward cycle opera-
tion-based defrosting operation.

[0073] Butthen, whenthe normal operation for heating
the water in the water circuit 30 based on the forward
cycle operation has been deactivated for a predeter-
mined period of time or greater in starting the defrosting
operation, the control unit 40 is configured to determine
that, based on the third determination criterion, perform-
ing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion could result in water freezing in the water circuit 30.
In the configuration, the heat pump hot water heater 10
is capable of preventing water freezing in the water circuit
30 by terminating the normal operation and starting the
forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation.
[0074] Then again, when the defrosting operation has
been previously performed for a predetermined period
of time or less in starting the defrosting operation, the
control unit 40 is configured to determine that, based on
the fourth determination criterion, performing the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation could result
in water freezing in the water circuit 30. In the configura-
tion, the heat pump hot water heater 10 is capable of
preventing water freezing in the water circuit 30 by ter-
minating the normal operation and starting the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation.

[0075] Then again, when the temperature of the water
flowing into the second heat exchanger 25 is lower than
or equal to a predetermined temperature during perform-
ing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion, the control unit 40 is configured to determine that,
based on the fifth determination criterion, continuing the
reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation
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could result in freezing of the water flowing through the
water circuit 30. In the configuration, the heat pump hot
water heater 10 is configured to terminate the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation and start the
forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation.
[0076] Then again, when the temperature of the water
flowing into the second heat exchanger 25 is lower than
or equal to a predetermined temperature during perform-
ing the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting opera-
tion, the control unit 40 is configured to determine that,
based on the sixth determination criterion, continuing the
reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation
could result in freezing of the water flowing through the
water circuit 30. In the configuration, the heat pump hot
water heater 10 is configured to terminate the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation and start the
forward cycle operation-based normal operation.
[0077] Inthe forward cycle operation-based defrosting
operation, the temperature of the water flowing into the
second heat exchanger 25 does not fall. Hence, the pos-
sibility of water freezing in the water circuit 30 is low.
However, the temperature of the first heat exchanger 21
does not easily rise until a sufficient amount of heat is
accumulated in the second heat exchanger 25. Hence,
a longer time will be required for defrosting the first heat
exchanger 21. Due to the above, when performing only
the forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation,
the heat pump hot water heater 10 degrades in average
heating performance. On the other hand, when perform-
ing only the reverse cycle operation-based defrosting op-
eration, the heat pump hot water heater 10 has the pos-
sibility of water freezing in the water circuit 30. The heat
pump hot water heater 10 according to the present em-
bodiment is configured to select to perform either the
reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation or
the forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation
in accordance with the possibility of water freezing in the
water circuit 30. Accordingly, the heat pump hot water
heater 10 is capable of preventing water freezing in the
water circuit 30 and is also capable of reliably achieving
required average heating performance.

(4) Modifications

[0078] Specific configurations of the embodiment of
the present invention can be changed without departing
from the scope of the present invention. Modifications
applicable to the embodiment of the present invention
will be hereinafter explained.

(4-1) Modification A

[0079] In the present embodiment, the control unit 40
of the heat pump hot water heater 10 is configured to
determine the possibility of water freezing in the water
circuit 30 on the basis of any one of the first to sixth de-
termination criteria. However, the control unit 40 may be
configured to select two or more of the first to sixth de-
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termination criteria and determine the possibility of water
freezing in the water circuit 30 on the basis of combination
of the selected determination criteria.

[0080] For example, in terminating the normal opera-
tion and starting the defrosting operation, the heat pump
hot water heater 10 may be configured to start the de-
frosting operation on the basis of the first and second
determination criteria. In this case, the control unit 40
may be configured to start the forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation when either of the following
conditions is fulfilled: that the temperature of the water
flowing into the water heat exchange part 25b is lower
than or equal to a predetermined temperature; and that
the temperature of the air to be heat-exchanged in the
first heat exchanger 21 is lower than or equal to another
predetermined temperature. In addition, in this case, the
control unit 40 may be configured to start the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation when the
both of the following conditions are fulfilled: that the tem-
perature of the water flowing into the water heat ex-
change part 25b is lower than or equal to the predeter-
mined temperature; and that the temperature of the air
to be heat-exchanged in the first heat exchanger 21 is
lower than or equal to the another predetermined tem-
perature.

[0081] Alternatively, in terminating the normal opera-
tion and starting the defrosting operation, the heat pump
hot water heater 10 may be configured to start the de-
frosting operation on the basis of the first determination
criterion. Moreover, during performing the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation, the heat pump hot
water heater 10 may be configured to terminate the re-
verse cycle operation-based defrosting operation and
start the forward cycle operation-based defrosting oper-
ation on the basis of the fifth determination criterion.

(4-2) Modification B

[0082] During performing the forward cycle operation-
based defrosting operation, the heat pump hot water
heater 10 may be configured to terminate the forward
cycle operation-based defrosting operation and start the
reverse cycle operation-based defrosting operation.

[0083] Forexample, the control unit 40 may be config-
ured to startthe reverse cycle operation-based defrosting
operation on the basis of the fifth determination criterion.
Specifically, when the temperature of the water flowing
into the water heat exchange part 25b is higher than a
predetermined temperature during performing the for-
ward cycle operation-based defrosting operation, the
control unit 40 may be configured to start the reverse
cycle operation-based defrosting operation by activating
the water supply pump 31 of the water circuit 30 and
switching the four-way switch valve 24 from the first com-
munication state into the second communication state.
When the temperature of the water flowing into the water
heat exchange part 25b is herein lower than or equal to
the predetermined temperature, the controlunit40is con-
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figured to continue the forward cycle operation-based de-
frosting operation.

[0084] Moreover,inthe present modification, when the
forward cycle operation-based defrosting operation has
been performed for more than a predetermined period
of time, the control unit 40 may be configured to deter-
mine that the possibility of water freezing in the water
circuit 30 becomes zero and to start the reverse cycle
operation-based defrosting operation by activating the
water supply pump 31 of the water circuit 30 and switch-
ing the four-way switch valve 24 from the first communi-
cation state into the second communication state.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0085] The heat pump hot water heater according to
the present invention is capable of preventing water
freezing.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
[0086]

10  Heat pump hot water heater

20 Refrigerant Circuit

21 First heat exchanger

22  Compressor

25  Second heat exchanger

30  Water circuit

31 Water supply pump (water supply mechanism)
40  Control unit

CITATION LIST
PATENT LITERATURE
[0087]

PTL 1: Japan Laid-open Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2010-181104
PTL2: International Patent Application Publication
No. WO2006/103815

Claims
1. A heat pump hot water heater (10), comprising:

a refrigerant circuit (20) through which refriger-
antis to circulate, the refrigerant circuit including
a first heat exchanger (21), a second heat ex-
changer (25) and a compressor (22), the first
heat exchanger (21) being configured to cause
heat exchange between air and the refrigerant,
the second heat exchanger (25) being config-
ured to cause heat exchange between the re-
frigerant and water, the compressor (22) being
configured to compress the refrigerant;
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a water circuit (30) through which the water is
to flow, the water circuit (30) including the sec-
ond heat exchanger (25) and a water supply
mechanism (31), the water supply mechanism
(31) being configured to supply the water to the
second heat exchanger (25);

a control unit (40) being configured to control
the refrigerant circuit (20) so as to perform a de-
frosting operation of the first heat exchanger
(21), and

an expansion valve (23) being an electric valve
for regulating the flow rate and the pressure of
the refrigerant circulating through the refrigerant
circuit (20),

wherein the heat pump hot water heater further
comprises a four-way switch valve (24) config-
ured to switch between a forward cycle opera-
tion and a reverse cycle operation,

the refrigerant circuit (20) is capable of switching
between

the forward cycle operation causing the re-
frigerant to sequentially circulate through
the compressor (22), the four-way switch
valve (24), the second heat exchanger (25),
the expansion valve (23), the first heat ex-
changer (21), the four-way switch valve
(24), and back to the compressor (22), and
the reverse cycle operation causing the re-
frigerant to sequentially circulate through
the compressor (22), the four-way switch
valve (24), the first heat exchanger (21), the
expansion valve (23), the second heat ex-
changer (25), the four-way switch valve
(24), and back to the compressor (22), and

characterised in that

atleast either in starting the defrosting operation
or during performing the defrosting operation,
the control unit (40) is configured to determine
a possibility of freezing of the water in the water
circuit (30) and select to perform either the for-
ward cycle operation or the reverse cycle oper-
ation so as to perform the defrosting operation,
the control unit (40) is configured to control the
water circuit (30) so as to perform a defrosting
operation of the first heat exchanger,

the control unit (40) is configured to perform the
forward cycle operation-based defrosting oper-
ation when determining that the water circuit (30)
has a possibility of water freezing by deactivat-
ing the water supply mechanism (31) and by in-
creasing an opening degree of the expansion
valve (23), and

when the water flowing into the second heat ex-
changer (25) has a temperature of lower than or
equal to a first temperature in starting the de-
frosting operation, the control unit (40) is config-
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ured to select to perform the forward cycle op-
eration and deactivate the water supply mech-
anism (31).

The heat pump hot water heater (10) according to
claim 1, wherein

when the air to be heat-exchanged in the first heat
exchanger (21) has a temperature of lower than or
equalto a second temperature in starting the defrost-
ing operation, the control unit (40) is configured to
select to perform the forward cycle operation and
deactivate the water supply mechanism (31).

The heat pump hot water heater (10) according to
any one of claims 1 to 2, wherein

when the compressor (22) has been deactivated for
a first period of time or greater before starting the
defrosting operation in starting the defrosting oper-
ation, the control unit (40) is configured to select to
perform the forward cycle operation and deactivate
the water supply mechanism (31).

The heat pump hot water heater (10) according to
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein

when the defrosting operation has been previously
performed for a second period of time or less in start-
ing the defrosting operation, the control unit (40) is
configured to select to perform the forward cycle op-
eration and deactivate the water supply mechanism
(31).

The heat pump hot water heater (10) according to
any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein

when the water flowing into the second heat ex-
changer (25) has a temperature of lower than or
equal to a third temperature during performing the
defrosting operation based on the reverse cycle op-
eration, the control unit (40) is configured to select
to perform the forward cycle operation and deacti-
vate the water supply mechanism (31).

Patentanspriiche

Warmepumpen-Warmwasserbereiter (10), mit:

einem Kaltemittelkreislauf (20), durch den Kal-
temittel zirkulieren soll, wobei der Kaltemittel-
kreislauf einen ersten Warmetauscher (21), ei-
nen zweiten Warmetauscher (25) und einen
Verdichter (22) aufweist, wobei der erste War-
metauscher (21) konfiguriert ist, einen Warme-
tausch zwischen Luft und dem Kaltemittel zu be-
wirken, wobei der zweite Warmetauscher (25)
konfiguriert ist, einen Warmetausch zwischen
dem Kaltemittel und Wasser zu bewirken, wobei
der Verdichter (22) konfiguriertist, das Kaltemit-
tel zu verdichten;
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einem Wasserkreislauf (30), durch den das
Wasser flieRen soll, wobei der Wasserkreislauf
(30) den zweiten Warmetauscher (25) und einen
Wasserzufuhrmechanismus (31) aufweist, wo-
bei der Wasserzufuhrmechanismus (31) konfi-
guriert ist, das Wasser dem zweiten Warmetau-
scher (25) zuzuflhren;

einer Steuereinheit (40), die konfiguriert ist, den
Kaltemittelkreislauf (20) zu steuern, einen Ab-
taubetrieb des ersten Warmetauschers (21)
durchzuftihren, und

einem Expansionsventil (23), das ein elektri-
sches Ventil zum Regeln des Durchsatzes und
des Drucks des Kaltemittels ist, das durch den
Kaltemittelkreislauf (20) zirkuliert,

wobei der Warmepumpen-Warmwasserberei-
ter ferner ein Vierwege-Umschaltventil (24) auf-
weist, das konfiguriert ist, zwischen einem Vor-
wartskreislaufbetrieb und einem Rickwarts-
kreislaufbetrieb umzuschalten,

wobei der Kéltemittelkreislauf (20) imstande ist,
umzuschalten zwischen:

dem Vorwaértskreislaufbetrieb, der bewirkt,
dass das Kaltemittel aufeinanderfolgend
durch den Verdichter (22),

das Vierwege-Umschaltventil (24), den
zweiten Warmetauscher (25), das Expansi-
onsventil (23), den ersten Warmetauscher
(21), das Vierwege-Umschaltventil (24) und
zurlick zum Verdichter (22) zirkuliert, und
dem Ruckwartskreislaufbetrieb, der be-
wirkt, dass das Kaltemittel aufeinanderfol-
gend durch den Verdichter (22), das Vier-
wege-Umschaltventil (24), den ersten War-
metauscher (21), das Expansionsventil
(23), den zweiten Warmetauscher (25), das
Vierwege-Umschaltventil (24) und zuriick
zum Verdichter (22) zirkuliert, und

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

mindestens entweder beim Starten des Abtau-
betriebs oder

wahrend des Durchfiihrens des Abtaubetriebs
die Steuereinheit (40) konfiguriert ist, eine M6g-
lichkeit des Gefrierens des Wassers im Wasser-
kreislauf (30) festzustellen und auszuwahlen,
entweder den Vorwartskreislaufbetrieb oder
den Rickwartskreislaufbetrieb durchzufiihren,
um den Abtaubetrieb durchzufiihren,

die Steuereinheit (40) konfiguriert ist, den Was-
serkreislauf (30) zu steuern, einen Abtaubetrieb
des ersten Warmetauschers durchzufiihren,
die Steuereinheit (40) konfiguriert ist, durch
Deaktivieren des Wasserzufuhrmechanismus
(31) und durch Erhdhen eines Offnungsgrads
des Expansionsventils (23) den auf dem Vor-
wartskreislaufbetrieb beruhenden Abtaubetrieb
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durchzufiihren, wenn festgestellt wird, dass der
Wasserkreislauf (30) eine Mdéglichkeit des Ge-
frierens des Wassers aufweist, und

wenn das in den zweiten Warmetauscher (25)
flieRende Wasser eine Temperatur aufweist, die
niedriger oder gleich einer ersten Temperatur
beim Starten des Abtaubetriebs ist, die Steuer-
einheit (40) konfiguriert ist auszuwahlen, den
Vorwartskreislaufbetrieb durchzuflihren und
den Wasserzufuhrmechanismus (31) zu deak-
tivieren.

Warmepumpen-Warmwasserbereiter (10) nach An-
spruch 1, wobei wenn die Luft, die im ersten War-
metauscher (21) warmegetauscht werden soll, eine
Temperatur aufweist, die niedriger oder gleich einer
zweiten Temperatur beim Starten des Abtaubetriebs
ist, die Steuereinheit (40) konfiguriert ist auszuwah-
len, den Vorwartskreislaufbetrieb durchzufiihren
und den Wasserzufuhrmechanismus (31) zu deak-
tivieren.

Warmepumpen-Warmwasserbereiter (10) nach ei-
nem der Anspriiche 1 bis 2, wobei

wenn der Verdichter (22) beim Starten des Abtau-
betriebs vor dem Starten des Abtaubetriebs flir eine
erste Zeitspanne oder mehr deaktiviert gewesen ist,
die Steuereinheit (40) konfiguriert ist auszuwahlen,
den Vorwartskreislaufbetrieb durchzuflihren und
den Wasserzufuhrmechanismus (31) zu deaktivie-
ren.

Warmepumpen-Warmwasserbereiter (10) nach ei-
nem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3, wobei

wenn beim Starten des Abtaubetriebs der Abtaube-
trieb vorher fiir eine zweite Zeitspanne oder weniger
durchgefiihrt worden ist, die Steuereinheit (40) kon-
figuriert ist auszuwahlen, den Vorwartskreislaufbe-
trieb durchzufiihren und den Wasserzufuhrmecha-
nismus (31) zu deaktivieren.

Warmepumpen-Warmwasserbereiter (10) nach ei-
nem der Anspriiche 1 bis 4, wobei

wenn das in den zweiten Warmetauscher (25) flie-
Rende Wasser eine Temperatur aufweist, die nied-
riger oder gleich einer dritten Temperatur wahrend
des Durchflihrens des auf dem Rickwartskreislauf-
betrieb beruhenden Abtaubetriebs ist, die Steuerein-
heit (40) konfiguriert ist auszuwahlen, den Vorwarts-
kreislaufbetrieb durchzufiihren und den Wasserzu-
fuhrmechanismus (31) zu deaktivieren.

Revendications

1.

Chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a chaleur (10),
comprenant :
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un circuit de fluide frigorigéne (20) ou circule un
fluide frigorigéne, ledit circuit de fluide frigorige-
ne comprenant un premier échangeur de cha-
leur (21), un deuxiéme échangeur de chaleur
(25) et un compresseur (22), le premier échan-
geur de chaleur (21) étant prévu pour provoquer
un échange de chaleur entre l'air et le fluide fri-
gorigéne, le deuxieme échangeur de chaleur
(25) étant prévu pour provoquer un échange de
chaleur entre le fluide frigorigéne et l'eau, le
compresseur (22) étant prévu pour comprimer
le fluide frigorigéne ;

un circuit d’eau (30) ou circule I'eau, ledit circuit
d’eau (30) comprenant le deuxiéme échangeur
de chaleur (25) et un mécanisme d’alimentation
en eau (31), ledit mécanisme d’alimentation en
eau (31) étant prévu pour alimenter en eau le
deuxiéme échangeur de chaleur (25) ;

une unité de commande (40) prévue pour com-
mander le circuit de fluide frigorigene (20) afin
d’effectuer une opération de dégivrage du pre-
mier échangeur de chaleur (21), et

une vanne de détente (23) en tant qu’électro-
vanne pour la régulation de débit et de pression
du fluide frigorigéne circulant dans le circuit de
fluide frigorigene (20),

ledit chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a cha-
leur comprenant en outre une vanne de com-
mutation a quatre voies (24) prévue pour une
commutation entre un fonctionnement en cycle
normal et un fonctionnement en cycle inversé,
le circuit de fluide frigorigéne (20) étant apte a
une commutation entre

le fonctionnement en cycle normal entrainant
une circulation séquentielle du fluide frigorigene
dans le compresseur (22), la vanne de commu-
tation a quatre voies (24), le deuxieme échan-
geur de chaleur (25), la vanne de détente (23),
le premier échangeur de chaleur (21), la vanne
de commutation a quatre voies (24) et un retour
vers le compresseur (22), et

le fonctionnement en cycle inversé entrainant
une circulation séquentielle du fluide frigorigene
dans le compresseur (22), la vanne de commu-
tation a quatre voies (24), le premier échangeur
de chaleur (21), la vanne de détente (23), le
deuxiéme échangeur de chaleur (25), la vanne
de commutation a quatre voies (24) et un retour
vers le compresseur (22),

caractérisé

en ce qu’au lancement de I'opération de dégi-
vrage et/ou pendant I'exécution de I'opération
de dégivrage, I'unité de commande (40) est pré-
vue pour déterminer une probabilité de congé-
lation de I'eau dans le circuit d’eau (30) et
sélectionner soit le fonctionnement en cycle nor-
mal soit le fonctionnement en cycle inversé de
maniére a effectuer 'opération de dégivrage,
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I'unité de commande (40) est prévue pour com-
mander le circuit d’eau (30) de maniére a effec-
tuer une opération de dégivrage du premier
échangeur de chaleur,

I'unité de commande (40) es prévue pour com-
mander l'opération de dégivrage basée sur le
fonctionnement en cycle normal s'’il est détermi-
né que le circuit d’eau (30) présente une proba-
bilité de congélation d’eau par désactivation du
mécanisme d’alimentation en eau (31) et

par élévation d’'undegré d’ouverture de la vanne
de détente (23), et

sil'eau circulant vers le deuxiéeme échangeur de
chaleur (25) a une température inférieure ou
égale a une premiére température lors de I'opé-
ration de dégivrage, I'unité de commande (40)
est prévue pour sélectionner le fonctionnement
en cycle normal et désactiver le mécanisme
d’alimentation en eau (31).

Chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a chaleur (10)
selon la revendication 1, ou,

si I'air soumis a échange de chaleur dans le premier
échangeur de chaleur (21) a une température infé-
rieure ou égale a une deuxiéme température lors du
lancement de l'opération de dégivrage, l'unité de
commande (40) est prévue pour sélectionner le fonc-
tionnement en cycle normal et désactiver le méca-
nisme d’alimentation en eau (31).

Chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a chaleur (10)
selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, ou,
si le compresseur (22) a été désactivé pendant une
premiére durée ou une durée supérieure avant le
lancement de l'opération de dégivrage, l'unité de
commande (40) est prévue pour sélectionner le fonc-
tionnement en cycle normal et désactiver le méca-
nisme d’alimentation en eau (31) lors du lancement
de l'opération de dégivrage.

Chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a chaleur (10)
selon 'une des revendications 1 a 3, ou,

si I'opération de dégivrage a été préalablement ef-
fectuée pendant une deuxiéme durée ou une durée
inférieure lors du lancement de I'opération de dégi-
vrage, I'unité de commande (40) est prévue pour sé-
lectionner le fonctionnement en cycle normal et dé-
sactiver le mécanisme d’alimentation en eau (31).

Chauffage a eau chaude par pompe a chaleur (10)
selon 'une des revendications 1 a 4, ou,

si'eau circulant vers le deuxi€me échangeur de cha-
leur (25) a une température inférieure ou égale a une
troisieme température pendant I'exécution de 'opéra-
tion de dégivrage sur la base du fonctionnement en
cycle inversé, l'unité de commande (40) est prévue
pour sélectionner le fonctionnement en cycle normal
etdésactiverle mécanisme d’alimentationeneau (31).
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