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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This application relates generally to a device for
generating waveforms, and more specifically, this appli-
cation relates to an implantable medical device for gen-
erating waveforms for spinal cord stimulation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Programmable pulse generating systems are
used to treat chronic pain by providing electrical stimu-
lation pulses from an electrode array placed in or near a
patient’s spine. Such Spinal Cord Stimulation (SCS) is
useful for reducing pain in certain populations of patients.
SCS systems typically include one or more electrodes
connected to an External Pulse Generator (EPG) or an
Implanted Pulse Generator (IPG) via lead wires. In the
case of an EPG, the lead wires must be connected to the
EPG via an exit from the body. The pulse generator,
whether implanted or external, generates electrical puls-
es that are typically delivered to the dorsal column fibers
within the spinal cord through the electrodes which are
implanted along or near the epidural space of the spinal
cord. In a typical situation, the attached lead wires exit
the spinal cord and are tunneled within the torso of the
patient to a sub-cutaneous pocket where the IPG is im-
planted, or the wires exit the patient for connection to the
EPG.
[0003] Neural stimulators for SCS to date have been
limited to waveform shapes dictated by their circuitry.
Most emit relatively simple rectangular or trapezoidal
stimulation phases with exponential, clamped-exponen-
tial, or rectangular charge recovery phases. Similar
waveform limitations typically exist for stimulators used
in other medical applications such as cardiac implants,
cochlear implants, etc. Nevertheless, it is desirable that
other waveform shapes be available, as such shapes
may be useful in controlling which nerve fibers respond
to a stimulation pulse. By selecting particular fibers for
response, the therapeutic benefit of neural stimulation
can be increased and side-effects decreased. Addition-
ally, other waveform shapes may achieve effective stim-
ulation results while requiring less energy than traditional
waveforms, thereby extending the battery life of the stim-
ulator.
[0004] Currently, the principal way to select a stimula-
tion waveform was to design a stimulator that emitted
that waveform as its only form, or as one of a handful of
parameter-driven options. For example, a stimulator may
be provided that adjusts the charge recovery phase to
either an exponential or a rectangular shape based on
the pulse rate selected by the user. The stimulation phase
is typically provided with only a fixed rectangular shape.
In contrast, it would be useful to allow the use of an ar-
bitrary waveform shape for the either the stimulation
phase, charge recovery phase, or both, rather than being

limited to a simple waveform shape designed into the
circuitry.
[0005] Desired is a capability of producing complex
waveform shapes, whether or not they are inherently
piecewise-linear, in particular with an ability to adjust am-
plitudes and pulsewidths simply and efficiently, such as,
for example, by providing an ability to rescale portions of
a waveform in time, thus adjusting pulsewidths on the fly
without having to re-compute the waveform samples.
[0006] An additional problem with existing neural stim-
ulators is that they include DC blocking capacitors to bal-
ance charges and prevent the flow of direct current to
the body tissue. Balancing such charges and blocking
dc current flow is considered desirable for safety reasons.
Desired is an approach that removes or reduces the need
for such blocking capacitors or their size by inherently
balancing the stimulation waveform charges and pre-
venting the flow of direct current.
[0007] Finally, it would be useful to scale an arbitrary
waveform in time and amplitude in a manner that pre-
serves the overall charge that is provided by the wave-
form when used in a stimulation pulse.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] Disclosed herein is a device/system capable of
producing complex waveform shapes, whether or not
they are inherently piecewise-linear. It is also capable of
adjusting amplitudes and pulsewidths simply and effi-
ciently.
[0009] Further disclosed herein is a device/system that
can rescale portions of a waveform in time, thus adjusting
pulsewidths, directly without having to recompute the
waveform samples. Such a device/system can also gen-
erate the waveform, for example by using data from one
or more small template waveshapes stored in a small
memory, permitting it to use much less memory for com-
plex waveforms.
[0010] Provided are a plurality of embodiments of the
invention, including, but not limited to, a method for pro-
viding a therapy to a patient, the method comprising the
steps of:

providing a waveform generating circuit for generat-
ing a waveform of a desired shape having an ampli-
tude and a duration;

defining a scaling factor;

using the scaling factor for scaling the waveform gen-
erated by the waveform generating circuit, such that
both the amplitude and the duration of the waveform
is adjusted using the scaling factor; and

providing a stimulation pulse including at least a sub-
stantial portion that is based on the scaled waveform
having shape resembling the desired shape of the
waveform for stimulating a stimulation region of the
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patient.

[0011] Also provided is a method for providing a ther-
apy to a patient, with the method comprising the steps of:

generating a first waveform of a desired shape using
a waveform generator;

providing a first portion of a stimulation pulse sub-
stantially resembling the first waveform, the stimu-
lation pulse for stimulating a stimulation region of the
patient;

defining a scaling factor;

using the scaling factor for generating a second
waveform using the waveform generator, the second
waveform being a scaled version of the first wave-
form; and

providing a second portion of the stimulation pulse
substantially resembling the second waveform, the
second portion of the stimulation pulse for stimulat-
ing the stimulation region of the patient.

[0012] Further provided is a method for providing a
therapy to a patient, with the method comprising the steps
of:

determining a first waveform of a desired shape us-
ing a waveform generator, the desired shape includ-
ing at least a portion of a shape other than a square
wave;

defining a scaling factor;

using the scaling factor for generating a second
waveform using the waveform generator, the second
waveform being a scaled version of the first wave-
form such that the second waveform is scaled in time
and/or amplitude based on the scaling factor; and

providing a stimulation pulse including a portion sub-
stantially resembling the second waveform, the stim-
ulation pulse for stimulating a stimulation region of
the patient.

[0013] Also provided is a stimulation device for stimu-
lating a stimulation region within a patient comprising a
waveform generation circuit for generating a waveform
part having a shape based on a desired waveform other
than a square wave; a time scaling circuit for input to the
waveform generation circuit, wherein the waveform part
generated by the waveform generation circuit resembles
the desired waveform scaled in time based on a value of
a scaling factor; and a stimulation pulse generating circuit
for generating a stimulation pulse including a portion
based on the scaled waveform part, wherein the stimu-

lation pulse is provided to a stimulation region of the pa-
tient.
[0014] Also provided is a stimulation device for stimu-
lating a stimulation region within a patient comprising: a
waveform generation circuit for generating a first wave-
form and a second waveform; a time scaling circuit for
input to the waveform generation circuit; a scaling circuit
connected to the waveform generation circuit for scaling
the second waveform based on the first waveform scaled
in time by a scaling factor; an amplitude scaling circuit
for further scaling the second waveform in amplitude
based on the scaling factor; and a stimulation pulse gen-
erating circuit for generating a stimulation pulse including
a portion based on the second waveform such that the
portion of the stimulation pulse resembles the first wave-
form scaled both in time and in amplitude based on the
scaling factor, and for providing the stimulation pulse to
a stimulation region of the patient.
[0015] Further provided is a stimulation device for stim-
ulating a stimulation region within a patient comprising:
a first waveform generation circuit for generating a first
waveform part/phase based on a first waveform; a sec-
ond waveform generation circuit for generating a second
waveform part based on a second waveform; a scaling
circuit for input to the first waveform generation circuit
and the second waveform generation circuit; a scaling
register for storing, or an input for inputting, one or more
variable scaling values for input to the scaling circuit,
wherein the first waveform part/phase generated by the
first waveform generation circuit is based on the first
waveform scaled based on a value one of the one or
more scaling values and wherein the second waveform
part generated by the second waveform generation cir-
cuit is based on the second waveform scaled based on
a value of one of the one or more scaling values, such
that the stimulation device is adapted such that different
scaling values can be used for respectively generating
the first part/phase and the second part/phase; a stimu-
lation pulse generating circuit for generating a stimulation
pulse comprised of a first pulse phase generated from
the first waveform part/phase and a second pulse phase
generated from the second waveform part/phase, where-
in the stimulation pulse is provided to a stimulation region
of the patient.
[0016] Also provided is a stimulation device for stimu-
lating a stimulation region within a patient comprising: a
first waveform generation circuit for generating a first
waveform part based on a first waveform; a second wave-
form generation circuit for generating a second waveform
part based on a second waveform; a time scaling circuit
for input to the first waveform generation circuit and the
second waveform generation circuit; a scaling register
for storing, or an input for inputting, one or more variable
scaling values for input to the time scaling circuit, wherein
the first waveform part generated by the first waveform
generation circuit is based on the first waveform scaled
in time based on a value of one of the one or more scaling
values and wherein the second waveform part generated
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by the second waveform generation circuit is based on
the second waveform scaled in time based on the value
of the one, or another one, of the one or more scaling
values; an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting the one
or more variable scaling values for further scaling an am-
plitude the first waveform part in amplitude based on the
value of the one of the one or more scaling values, the
amplitude scaling circuit also for inputting the value of
the one, or the another one, of the one or more scaling
values for further scaling an amplitude the second wave-
form part in amplitude based on the value of the one, or
the another one, of the one or more scaling values; and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for generating a
stimulation pulse comprised of a first pulse phase gen-
erated from the first waveform part and a second pulse
phase generated from the second waveform part as
scaled by the amplitude scaling circuit and the time scal-
ing circuit, wherein the stimulation pulse is provided to a
stimulation region of the patient.
[0017] For the above device, the pulse can be adapted
such that a charge induced on the stimulation region of
the patient by the first part of the stimulation pulse is
substantially canceled by the second part of the stimu-
lation pulse
[0018] Also provided is a stimulation device for stimu-
lating a stimulation region within a patient comprising: a
waveform generation circuit for generating a waveform;
a time scaling circuit for input to the waveform generation
circuit for providing a programmable time scale to the
waveform generation circuit; a scaling register for storing,
or an input for inputting a programmable scaling value
for input to the time scaling circuit, wherein the waveform
generated by the waveform generation circuit is scalable
in time based the scaling value such that different values
of the scaling value can be used to expand and/or com-
press the waveform in time; and a stimulation pulse gen-
erating circuit for generating a stimulation pulse com-
prised of the waveform, wherein the stimulation pulse is
provided to a stimulation region of the patient.
[0019] Further provided is a system using any of the
above devices and/or methods.
[0020] Also provided is a system for stimulating a stim-
ulation region of the spine within a patient comprising:
an implantable pulse generation device (IPG) adapted
to be implanted in the patient, one or more electrodes
connected to the IPG and adapted to be provided near
the stimulation region for providing the stimulation pulse
to the stimulation region; an external device for wirelessly
connecting to the IPG for controlling an operation of the
IPG; and an external energy transmitter for wirelessly
providing electrical energy to an energy storage device
inside the IPG.
[0021] The IPG of the above system includes: a re-
chargeable battery for providing power to the IPG, a first
waveform generation circuit for generating a first wave-
form part, a second waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a second waveform part, a time scaling circuit for
input to the first waveform generation circuit and the sec-

ond waveform generation circuit, a scaling register for
storing one or more variable scaling values for input to
the time scaling circuit, wherein the first waveform part
generated by the first waveform generation circuit is
scaled in time based on a value of one of the one or more
scaling values and wherein the second waveform part
generated by the second waveform generation circuit is
scaled in time based on the value of the one, or another
one, of the one or more scaling values, an amplitude
scaling circuit for inputting the one or more variable scal-
ing values for further scaling the first waveform part in
amplitude based on the value of the one of the one or
more scaling values, the amplitude scaling circuit also
for inputting the value of the one, or the another one, of
the one or more scaling values for further scaling the
second waveform part in amplitude based on the value
of the one, or the another one, of the one or more scaling
values, and a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gen-
erating a stimulation pulse comprised of a first pulse
phase generated from the first waveform part and a sec-
ond pulse phase generated from the second waveform
part as scaled by the amplitude scaling circuit and the
time scaling circuit.
[0022] The stimulation system also comprising one or
more electrodes connected to the IPG and adapted to
be provided near the stimulation region for providing the
stimulation pulse to the stimulation region; an external
device for wirelessly connecting to the IPG for controlling
an operation of the IPG; and an external energy trans-
mitter for wirelessly providing electrical energy to the en-
ergy storage device.
[0023] Further, the present invention may also be di-
rected to one or more features according to the following
sections. All features of these sections, but also all fea-
tures of the entire specification, may be combined with
one another.

1. A method for providing a therapy to a patient, said
method comprising the steps of:

providing a waveform generating circuit for gen-
erating a waveform of a desired shape having
an amplitude and a duration;
defining a scaling factor;
using said scaling factor for scaling the wave-
form generated by said waveform generating
circuit, such that both the amplitude and the du-
ration of the waveform is adjusted using said
scaling factor; and
providing a stimulation pulse including at least
a substantial portion that is_based on said
scaled waveform having shape resembling the
desired shape of the waveform for stimulating a
stimulation region of the patient.

2. The method according to section 1, wherein said
portion of the stimulation pulse based on said scaled
waveform is used to substantially cancel a charge
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induced in the stimulation region by a different por-
tion of the stimulation pulse.

3. The method according to section 1 or 2, wherein
said scaled portion of the stimulation pulse is based
on the waveform of the desired shape not scaled, or
scaled using a different scaling factor.

4. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, wherein said waveform is generated by re-
trieving stored waveform samples from a memory.

5. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, where said waveform is generated using a
mathematical function generated by a waveform
function generator.

6. A method for providing a therapy to a patient, said
method comprising the steps of:

generating a first waveform of a desired shape
using a waveform generator;
providing a first portion of a stimulation pulse
substantially resembling said first waveform,
said stimulation pulse for stimulating a stimula-
tion region of the patient;
defining a scaling factor;
using said scaling factor for generating a second
waveform using the waveform generator, said
second waveform being a scaled version of the
first waveform; and
providing a second portion of the stimulation
pulse substantially resembling said second
waveform, said second portion of the stimulation
pulse for stimulating the stimulation region of the
patient.

7. The method according to section 6, wherein said
second portion of the stimulation pulse substantially
cancels a charge provided to the stimulation region
by the first portion of the stimulation pulse.

8. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, wherein said first waveform is generated
by retrieving stored waveform samples from a mem-
ory.

9. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, wherein said desired shape includes at
least a portion of a shape other than a square wave,
and further wherein said first waveform is generated
using a mathematical function generated by a wave-
form function generator.

11. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, wherein said second waveform is scaled
in time based on the scaling factor.

12. The method according to one of the preceding
sections, wherein said second waveform is scaled
in both time and amplitude based on the scaling fac-
tor such that the total charge delivered during the
first waveform is equal but inverse to the total charge
delivered during the second waveform.

13. A method for providing a therapy to a patient,
said method comprising the steps of:

determining a first waveform of a desired shape
using a waveform generator, said desired shape
including at least a portion of a shape other than
a square wave;
defining a scaling factor;
using said scaling factor for generating a second
waveform using the waveform generator, said
second waveform being a scaled version the first
waveform such that said second waveform is
scaled in time and/or amplitude based on the
scaling factor; and
providing a stimulation pulse including a portion
substantially resembling said second waveform,
said stimulation pulse for stimulating a stimula-
tion region of the patient.

14. The method according to section 13, wherein
both time and amplitude are scaled based on the
scaling factor.

15. The method according to section 13 or 14, further
comprising the step of providing a first portion of a
stimulation pulse, substantially resembling said first
waveform, for stimulating the stimulation region of
the patient, wherein a second portion of the stimu-
lation pulse is for substantially canceling a charge
provided to the stimulation region during the first por-
tion of the stimulation pulse.

16. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
region within a patient comprising:

a waveform generation circuit for generating a
waveform part having a shape based on a de-
sired waveform other than a square wave;
a time scaling circuit for input to said waveform
generation circuit, wherein said waveform part
generated by said waveform generation circuit
resembles said desired waveform scaled in time
based on a value of a scaling factor; and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse including a portion
based on said scaled waveform part. Preferably,
said stimulation pulse is provided to a stimula-
tion region of the patient.

17. The stimulation device according to section 16,
further comprising an amplitude scaling circuit,
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wherein at least a portion of said stimulation pulse
generated by said stimulation pulse generating cir-
cuit is scaled in amplitude by said amplitude scaling
circuit based on said scaling factor.

18. The device according to section 16 or 17, wherein
said waveform generation circuit is comprised of a
memory storing a plurality of samples of a desired
waveform.

19. The device according to one of sections 16-18,
wherein said stimulation device is further comprised
of:

a register for storing a step size; and
an offset register for storing an offset value,
wherein
at least a subset of said plurality of samples is
retrieved from the memory based on both said
step size and said offset value for generating
said waveform part.

20. The device according to one of sections 16-19,
wherein said waveform generation circuit is a circuit
for generating a waveform based on a mathematical
equation.

21. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
region within a patient comprising:

a waveform generation circuit for generating a
first waveform and a second waveform;
a time scaling circuit for input to said waveform
generation circuit;
a scaling circuit connected to said waveform
generation circuit for scaling said second wave-
form based on said first waveform scaled in time
by a scaling factor;
an amplitude scaling circuit for further scaling
said second waveform in amplitude based on
said scaling factor; and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse including a portion
based on said second waveform such that said
portion of said stimulation pulse resembles said
first waveform scaled both in time and in ampli-
tude based on said scaling factor, and preferably
for providing said stimulation pulse to a stimu-
lation region of the patient.

22. The stimulation device according to section 21,
wherein said stimulation pulse generating circuit also
generates a portion of a stimulation pulse using said
first waveform for providing to the stimulation region
or another stimulation region of the patient.

23. The stimulation device according to section 21
or 22, wherein said stimulation pulse generating cir-

cuit also generates a stimulation pulse using said
first waveform for providing to the stimulation region
of the patient, wherein charges delivered to the stim-
ulation region by the stimulation pulse based on the
first waveform and the second waveform substan-
tially cancel each other.

24. The stimulation device according to one of sec-
tions 21-23, further comprising a passive charge re-
covery circuit for dissipating a residual charge at said
stimulation region subsequent to providing the stim-
ulation pulse.

25. The device according to one of sections 21-24,
wherein said waveform generation circuit is com-
prised of a memory storing a plurality of samples of
a desired waveform.

26. The device according to one of sections 21-25,
wherein said stimulation device is further comprised
of:

a register for storing a step size; and
an offset register for storing an offset value,
wherein
at least a subset of said plurality of samples is
retrieved from the memory based on both said
step size and said offset value for generating
said waveform part.

27. The device according to one of sections 21-26
wherein said waveform generation circuit is a circuit
for generating a waveform based on a mathematical
equation.

28. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
region within a patient comprising:

a first waveform generation circuit for generating
a first waveform part based on a first waveform;
a second waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a second waveform part based on a sec-
ond waveform;
a scaling circuit for input to said first waveform
generation circuit and said second waveform
generation circuit;
a scaling register for storing, or an input for in-
putting, one or more variable scaling values for
input to said scaling circuit, wherein said first
waveform part generated by said first waveform
generation circuit is based on said first waveform
scaled based on a value one of said one or more
scaling values and wherein said second wave-
form part generated by said second waveform
generation circuit is based on said second wave-
form scaled based on a value of one of said one
or more scaling values, such that said stimula-
tion device is adapted such that different scaling
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values can be used for respectively generating
said first part and said second part;
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse comprised of a first
pulse phase generated from said first waveform
part and a second pulse phase generated from
said second waveform part, wherein
said stimulation pulse is preferably provided to
a stimulation region of the patient.

29. The stimulation device according to section 28,
wherein said first pulse phase and said second pulse
phase provided in series.

30. The stimulation according to one of sections
28-29, wherein said scaling circuit is a time scaling
circuit for scaling waveforms in time.

31. The stimulation device according to one of sec-
tions 28-30, wherein said scaling circuit is an ampli-
tude scaling circuit for scaling waveforms in ampli-
tude.

32. The stimulation device according to section 31,
wherein said amplitude is scaled by using a division
operation.

33. The stimulation device according to one of sec-
tions 28-32, wherein said scaling circuit includes a
time scaling circuit for scaling waveforms in time,
and an amplitude scaling circuit for scaling wave-
forms in amplitude.

34. The device according to one of sections 28-33,
wherein said first waveform generation circuit is com-
prised of a first memory storing a plurality of samples
of a desired waveform, and wherein said stimulation
device is further comprised of:

a register for storing a step size; and
an offset register for storing an offset value,
wherein
at least a subset of said plurality of samples is
retrieved from the memory based on both said
step size and said offset value for generating
said first waveform part.

35. The device according to one of sections 28-34,
wherein said second waveform generation circuit is
comprised of a second memory or another area of
said first memory for storing a plurality of additional
samples of another desired waveform, wherein at
least a subset of said plurality of additional samples
is retrieved from said second memory or said another
area of said first memory based on both a step size
and an offset for generating said second waveform
part.

36. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
region within a patient comprising:

a first waveform generation circuit for generating
a first waveform part based on a first waveform;
a second waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a second waveform part based on a sec-
ond waveform;
a time scaling circuit for input to said first wave-
form generation circuit and said second wave-
form generation circuit;
a scaling register for storing, or an input for in-
putting, one or more variable scaling values for
input to said time scaling circuit, wherein said
first waveform part generated by said first wave-
form generation circuit is based on said first
waveform scaled in time based on a value of
one of said one or more scaling values and
wherein said second waveform part generated
by said second waveform generation circuit is
based on said second waveform scaled in time
based on the value of said one, or another one,
of said one or more scaling values;
an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting said one
or more variable scaling values for further scal-
ing in amplitude said first waveform part in am-
plitude based on said value of said one of said
one or more scaling values, said amplitude scal-
ing circuit also for inputting said value of said
one, or said another one, of said one or more
scaling values for further scaling in amplitude
said second waveform part in amplitude based
on said value of said one, or said another one,
of said one or more scaling values; and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse comprised of a first
pulse phase generated from said first waveform
part and a second pulse phase generated from
said second waveform part as scaled by said
amplitude scaling circuit and said time scaling
circuit, wherein
said stimulation pulse is preferably provided to
a stimulation region of the patient.

37. The stimulation device according to section 36,
wherein a stimulation pulse is provided to said stim-
ulation region based on said first waveform and said
second waveform, such that the charge delivered to
said stimulation region of the patient is substantially
canceled by said waveforms.

38. The stimulation device according to section 36
or 37, further comprising a passive charge recovery
circuit for dissipating a residual charge at said stim-
ulation region subsequent to providing said stimula-
tion pulse.

39. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
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region within a patient comprising:

a register for storing a step size;
an offset register for storing an offset value;
a first waveform generation circuit for generating
a first waveform part based on a first waveform,
said first waveform generation circuit comprising
a first memory storing a plurality of samples of
a desired waveform, wherein at least a subset
of said plurality of samples is retrieved from the
memory based on both said step size and said
offset value for generating said first waveform
part;
a second waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a second waveform part based on a sec-
ond waveform,
a time scaling circuit for input to said first wave-
form generation circuit and said second wave-
form generation circuit,
a scaling register for storing one or more variable
scaling values for input to said time scaling cir-
cuit, wherein said first waveform part generated
by said first waveform generation circuit is based
on said first waveform scaled in time based on
a value of one of said one or more scaling values
and wherein said second waveform part gener-
ated by said second waveform generation circuit
is based on said second waveform scaled in time
based on the value of said one, or another one,
of said one or more scaling values,
an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting said one
or more variable scaling values for further scal-
ing said first waveform part in amplitude based
on said value of said one of said one or more
scaling values, said amplitude scaling circuit al-
so for inputting said value of said one, or said
another one, of said one or more scaling values
for scaling said second waveform part in ampli-
tude based on said value of said one, or said
another one, of said one or more scaling values,
and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse comprised of a first
pulse phase generated from said first waveform
part and a second pulse phase generated from
said second waveform part as scaled by said
amplitude scaling circuit and said time scaling
circuit, wherein
said stimulation pulse may be provided to a stim-
ulation region of the patient, and wherein
a charge induced on said stimulation region of
the patient by said first part of said stimulation
pulse is substantially canceled by said second
part of said stimulation pulse.

40. A system for stimulating a stimulation region of
the spine within a patient comprising:

an implantable pulse generation device (IPG)
adapted to be implanted in the patient, said IPG
including:

a rechargeable battery for providing power
to said IPG,
a first waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a first waveform part,
a second waveform generation circuit for
generating a second waveform part,
a time scaling circuit for input to said first
waveform generation circuit and said sec-
ond waveform generation circuit,
a scaling register for storing one or more
variable scaling values for input to said time
scaling circuit, wherein said first waveform
part generated by said first waveform gen-
eration circuit is scaled in time based on a
value of one of said one or more scaling
values and wherein said second waveform
part generated by said second waveform
generation circuit is scaled in time based on
the value of said one, or another one, of said
one or more scaling values,
an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting
said one or more variable scaling values for
further scaling an amplitude said first wave-
form part in amplitude based on said value
of said one of said one or more scaling val-
ues, said amplitude scaling circuit also for
inputting said value of said one, or said an-
other one, of said one or more scaling val-
ues for further scaling an amplitude said
second waveform part in amplitude based
on said value of said one, or said another
one, of said one or more scaling values, and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for
generating a stimulation pulse comprised of
a first pulse phase generated from said first
waveform part and a second pulse phase
generated from said second waveform part
as scaled by said amplitude scaling circuit
and said time scaling circuit;

an electrode connected to said IPG and adapted
to be provided near the stimulation region for
providing the stimulation pulse to the stimulation
region;
an external device for wirelessly connecting to
said IPG for controlling an operation of said IPG;
and
an external energy transmitter for wirelessly pro-
viding electrical energy to said energy storage
device.

41. The system of section 40, wherein said IPG fur-
ther comprises a circuit for inserting a variable delay
between said first pulse phase and said second

13 14 



EP 2 942 080 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

pulse phase, wherein said delay is controllable;

42. The stimulation device of section 40 or 41, where-
in said first stimulation pulse phase is provided to
said stimulation region based on said first waveform
and said second stimulation pulse phase is provided
to said stimulation region based on said second
waveform, such that a charge delivered to said stim-
ulation region of the patient is substantially canceled
by said stimulation pulse phases.

43. The stimulation device according to one of sec-
tions 40-42, further comprising a passive charge re-
covery circuit for dissipating a residual charge at said
stimulation region subsequent to providing said stim-
ulation pulse.

44. A system for stimulating a stimulation region of
the spine within a patient comprising:

an implantable pulse generation device (IPG)
adapted to be implanted in the patient, said IPG
including:

a rechargeable battery for providing power
to said IPG,
a register for storing a step size;
an offset register for storing an offset value;
a first waveform generation circuit for gen-
erating a first waveform part based on a first
waveform, said first waveform generation
circuit comprising a first memory storing a
plurality of samples of a desired waveform,
wherein at least a subset of said plurality of
samples is retrieved from the memory
based on both said step size and said offset
value for generating said first waveform
part;
a second waveform generation circuit for
generating a second waveform part based
on a second waveform,
a time scaling circuit for input to said first
waveform generation circuit and said sec-
ond waveform generation circuit,
a scaling register for storing one or more
variable scaling values for input to said time
scaling circuit, wherein said first waveform
part generated by said first waveform gen-
eration circuit is based on said first wave-
form scaled in time based on a value of one
of said one or more scaling values and
wherein said second waveform part gener-
ated by said second waveform generation
circuit is based on said second waveform
scaled in time based on the value of said
one, or another one, of said one or more
scaling values,
an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting

said one or more variable scaling values for
further scaling said first waveform part in
amplitude based on said value of said one
of said one or more scaling values, said am-
plitude scaling circuit also for inputting said
value of said one, or said another one, of
said one or more scaling values for scaling
said second waveform part in amplitude
based on said value of said one, or said an-
other one, of said one or more scaling val-
ues, and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for
generating a stimulation pulse comprised of
a first pulse phase generated from said first
waveform part and a second pulse phase
generated from said second waveform part
as scaled by said amplitude scaling circuit
and said time scaling circuit;

an electrode connected to said IPG and adapted
to be provided near the stimulation region for
providing the stimulation pulse to the stimulation
region;
an external device for wirelessly connecting to
said IPG for controlling an operation of said IPG;
and
an external energy transmitter for wirelessly pro-
viding electrical energy to said energy storage
device, wherein
said stimulation pulse is provided to said stimu-
lation region based on said first waveform and
said second waveform, such that a charge in-
duced on said stimulation region of the patient
by one portion of the stimulation pulse is sub-
stantially canceled by another portion of said
stimulation pulse.

45. A stimulation device for stimulating a stimulation
region within a patient comprising:

a waveform generation circuit for generating a
waveform;
a time scaling circuit for input to said waveform
generation circuit for providing a programmable
time scale to said waveform generation circuit;
a scaling register for storing, or an input for in-
putting a programmable scaling value for input
to said time scaling circuit, wherein said wave-
form generated by said first waveform genera-
tion circuit is scalable in time based said scaling
value such that different values of said scaling
value can be used to expand and/or compress
said waveform in time; and
a stimulation pulse generating circuit for gener-
ating a stimulation pulse comprised of said
waveform, wherein said stimulation pulse is pro-
vided to a stimulation region of the patient.
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[0024] Also provided are additional embodiments of
the invention, some, but not all of which, are described
hereinbelow in more detail.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] The features and advantages of the examples
of the present invention described herein will become
apparent to those skilled in the art to which the present
invention relates upon reading the following description,
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing a high-level
structure of an example embodiment;

Figure 2 is a block diagram showing a more detailed
structure of a possible construction of the example
embodiment used as an implantable pulse genera-
tor;

Figure 3 is a block diagram showing an example sys-
tem used as an external pulse generator;

Figure 4 is a schematic of one example implemen-
tation of part of a pulse generator circuit and sup-
porting components in an example system;

Figure 5 is a schematic of another example imple-
mentation of part of a pulse generator circuit and
supporting components in another example system;

Figure 6 is a schematic of an example implementa-
tion of a waveform generation circuit and supporting
components in an example system;

Figure 7 is an example output waveform construction
result of an example waveform generation circuit;

Figure 8 is another example output waveform con-
struction result of an example waveform generation
circuit;

Figure 9 is another example output waveform con-
struction result of the example waveform generation
circuit;

Figure 10 is another example output waveform con-
struction result of the example waveform generation
circuit;

Figure 11 is a circuit diagram of an example ampli-
tude dividing circuit;

Figure 12 is a circuit diagram of an example ampli-
tude multiplier circuit;

Figure 13 is a diagram illustrating time scaling;

Figure 14 is an example output waveform construc-
tion result of the example waveform generation cir-
cuit using scaling features;

Figure 15 is an example complex output waveform
construction result of the example waveform gener-
ation circuit;

Figure 16 is a diagram illustrating an example im-
plantable pulse generation device;

Figure 17 is a diagram illustrating a medical applica-
tion of some of the example devices;

Figure 18 is another example complex output wave-
form construction result of the example waveform
generation circuit; and

Figure 19 is a diagram illustrating a two-phase stim-
ulation pulse with charge balancing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMPLE EM-
BODIMENTS

[0026] Disclosed is a device, or system of devices co-
operating with each other, for providing a flexible and
highly adaptable stimulation waveform, such as might be
used for medical purposes such as spinal stimulation
(such as for pain reduction, for example). This system
includes a neurostimulation pulse generator that uses
digital waveform synthesis techniques to generate stim-
ulation pulses with programmable waveshapes.
[0027] Figure 1 is a generic diagram of an example
stimulation system. Such a system includes a Pulse Gen-
erator (PG) component 1, a set of two or more electrodes
(which may include the PG’s enclosure) 2, external pro-
gramming and user controlling devices 3, 4, and a con-
nection to an external power supply 5. The Pulse Gen-
erator 1 is typically generally comprised of an internal
power supply 6, a controller 7, pulse generation electron-
ics 8, and a protection circuit 9.
[0028] Figure 2 shows a more specific example system
where most of the components for generating the stim-
ulation waveform are implanted in a patient for providing
medical therapy by utilizing an implantable PG (IPG) 101
that could utilize the disclosed features. This system is
comprised of the IPG 101 that includes a stimulation
ASIC 108 and protection components 109. The IPG 101
is further comprised of a microcontroller 107 for control-
ling the functions of the IPG via the control bus 12, and
a power ASIC 106 for powering the components via a
power bus 11. Because this implantable system avoids
the need for any components or wires that exit the body
of the patient 120, the IPG 101 includes an RF transceiver
(transmitter/receiver) 14 with an antenna 16 for allowing
the IPG to communicate with devices external to the pa-
tient’s body, such as a clinician programmer 103 and
user controller(s) 104, which also have antennas 18 and
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19, respectively, to communicate with the transceiver 14
via a wireless protocol. Furthermore, the IPG also in-
cludes an embedded power supply including a power
ASIC 106 for conditioning the device power, a (long life)
rechargeable battery 13, and a secondary inductive coil
15 (or some other means) for receiving power from an
external source outside the body of the patient 120. A
corresponding external power supply 105 would typically
require a corresponding primary charging coil 17 to com-
plete the power connection to the embedded power sup-
ply to charge the battery 13. The IPG 101 is connected
to one or more electrode arrays 102 including a plurality
of electrodes via a header (not shown) connected via
feedthroughs (not shown) to the protection components
109. The IPG 101 is provided in a hermetically sealed
case made of, or coated by, human implantable compat-
ible materials, and requiring only that the contacts at-
tached to the lead body of the electrode array(s) be elec-
trically connectable to the IPG through the header. The
electrode leads and electrodes themselves, along with
portions of the header that are exposed to the patient,
must all be made of, or coated by, materials that are
compatible with implantation in the human body.
[0029] Figure 3 shows an example system that can be
provided with similar capabilities, but without requiring
an implantable PG. Instead, the system of Figure 3 uses
an external PG (EPG) 201 that is provided outside of the
body of the patient 220. The EPG 201 can be comprised
of similar components as that of the IPG 101, except that
it need not be made of implantable materials. Instead,
the EPG 201 is connected to the electrode array 202 via
a percutaneous lead 22 that must exit the body. The lead
22 is then connected to the EPG 201 via a connector 23.
The EPG 201 can be directly connected to the corre-
sponding clinician programmer 203 and user control-
ler(s) 204, or a wireless connection similar to that of the
IPG 101 could also be used. The EPG can be powered
via an internal battery or connected to an external power
source, as desired.
[0030] One end of the percutaneous lead 22 is typically
surgically implanted in or near the tissue to be stimulated.
The other end is brought through a wound in the skin,
and can be connected to the EPG when electrical stim-
ulation is needed. The implanted end of the Percutane-
ous Lead typically includes electrode surfaces similar to
those on the implanted lead(s). The EPG may be de-
signed to be mobile, such that it can be carried by the
patient, such as by mounting on a belt. In such a case,
a battery would prove useful to increase mobility.
[0031] An Implantable Pulse Generator is surgically
placed inside the body along with one or more implanted
leads (as shown by example in Fig. 2 and discussed
above). One end of each implanted lead (often called the
"proximal" end) is electrically and physically connected
to the IPG via the header, while the other end (often called
the "distal" end) is placed in or near the tissue to be elec-
trically stimulated. The distal end includes one or more
exposed electrode surfaces, electrically connected to the

IPG, that transfer the electrical stimulation pulses to the
tissue.
[0032] Outside the body, the external power supply is
used to transfer power to the IPG, either for charging a
battery or capacitor inside the IPG or providing direct
power for the IPG’s electronics. This is done via the
charging coil, which is placed over or near the area where
the IPG is implanted, and forms the primary coil of a trans-
former with the secondary coil inside the IPG, although
a separate coil electrically connected to the IPG but
somewhat remote from the IPG could be used. The two
coils, coupled inductively, provide power transfer through
the skin. The external power supply itself can be powered
by a battery to allow for patient mobility, or it may also
draw power from a mains power source.
[0033] Also outside the body, the Clinician Program-
mer is used to program the IPG, configuring it for the
particular patient and defining the electrical stimulation
therapy to be delivered to the target tissue. The clinician
programmer is typically highly functional, allowing IPG
programs to be substantially modified by updating pro-
grams and/or data stored in memory in the IPG, to allow
great flexibility in programming the IPG.
[0034] The User Controller is used to control the oper-
ation of the IPG in a manner limited by its programming.
Thus, the user controller is typically less functional than
the clinician programmer. The user controller can alter
one or more parameters of the electrical stimulation ther-
apy to adjust the therapy to the liking of the patient, de-
pending on the IPG’s program and configuration as set
with the Clinician Programmer.
[0035] The operation of an EPG (as shown by example
in Fig. 3 and discussed above) is similar, with the excep-
tion that there is typically no need for inductive transfer
of power as direct cable connections can be used to re-
charge any battery, for example, and the electrode leads
must pass through the body to connect to the EPG.
[0036] Pulse generators (PGs), whether implanted
pulse generators (IPGs) or external pulse generators
(EPGs), have, to date, used waveforms that are generally
rectangular for the stimulation phase of the waveform
and either rectangular or exponential for the charge re-
covery phase. However, waveform shapes other than
these basic choices may be effective in selecting which
nerve fibers are activated by an EPG or IPG. For exam-
ple, one waveform shape may be preferable for selecting
large-diameter fibers, while another shape may be pref-
erable for small-diameter fibers. Because the fiber diam-
eter in a given nerve is related to the function of that fiber,
improved selectivity of one nerve fiber over another can
improve the likelihood of achieving the desired results of
neural stimulation, such as pain relief, with less occur-
rence of undesirable side-effects such as pain or muscle
spasms.
[0037] For safety reasons, most PGs use charge-bal-
anced waveforms. A charge-balanced waveform is one
in which the effective DC current is zero or nearly zero.
For example, various national and international stand-
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ards limit the net DC current to 10 mA (AAMI/ANSI NS-
14, incorporated by reference), or 0.1 mA (ISO
45502-2-1, incorporated by reference), depending on the
intended use of the PG. A charge-balanced pulse is made
up of at least two phases of stimulation current, each
phase having a single polarity, such that the integral of
the current over time of all the phases, representing ac-
cumulated electrical charge, equals zero. Typically, there
are two phases, the first phase being intended to create
the desired effect in the tissue, and the second phase,
of opposite polarity, used to bring the waveform into
charge balance.
[0038] To prevent tissue damage and/or electrode cor-
rosion, charge delivered on one electrode is usually re-
covered on the same electrode, because any residual
charge can change the chemical composition of the tis-
sue near the electrode. It doesn’t take much imbalance
to get significant electrode corrosion, which would be par-
ticularly problematic in implanted devices.
[0039] Typically, charge-balancing is done with the aid
of DC blocking capacitors that are provided in the con-
ditioning/protection circuit, which serve the function of
integrating the charge transferred in the stimulation phas-
es up to a given time. By bringing the voltage on the
capacitor to its original value during the charge recovery
phase of the pulse, the integral of the current is brought
to zero, assuring charge balance. These DC blocking
capacitors are bulky, which runs counter to the goal of
making a PG as small as possible (in particular, for an
IPG). DC blocking capacitors have other drawbacks as
well, as in some designs, the DC leakage of the capac-
itors results in a DC current through the tissue, the op-
posite of the intended reason for including the capacitors.
[0040] Thus, provisions for charge balancing without
requiring DC blocking capacitors are discussed herein
as well. This feature permits the construction of smaller
PGs and eliminates the risk of DC leakage through the
capacitors.
[0041] Although a rudimentary device allowing wave-
forms stored in memory is discussed in U.S. Pat. No.
7,715,912, which is incorporated herein by reference,
such an approach as disclosed in that reference has a
number of shortcomings that can be overcome by the
approach disclosed herein
[0042] The waveform generation core is the primary
component that is modified by this disclosure, and can
be comprised of waveform generation circuitry including
any or all of the following components: one or more mem-
ories to store waveshape templates, a phase accumula-
tor, a step-size register, one or more waveshape calcu-
lation logic circuits, and a clock source. Which of these
devices are utilized depends on the desired implemen-
tation, any of which may be omitted where not needed,
and any of which can be replicated as desired. An exam-
ple operation of a device comprising at least one of all of
these components can be generally described, along
with at least one medical application.
[0043] One of the most flexible approaches disclosed

herein is the utilization of a waveform shape stored in
memory and used as a template for generating shaped
stimulation pulses. These templates can be programmed
via the clinician programmer, which may have a selection
of available shape templates for the clinician to choose
from, or the templates may be programmed into the de-
vice during manufacture. The memory is structured such
that each memory location represents a time step, and
the value stored in each memory location represents the
amplitude at that time step. Basically, the waveform is
generated by addressing a memory to retrieve some
number of waveform samples stored in a memory for any
of the desired waveform shapes, in the following manner:
A waveform is to be constructed using one or more phas-
es for creating portions of the stimulation pulse wave-
form, including both the stimulation phase and the charge
recovery phase. At the start of each phase of the stimu-
lation pulse, a phase accumulator is set to a programmed
offset value as a start address used to retrieve a wave-
form sample value from memory. This offset value sets
the sample, from the waveshape template stored in mem-
ory, that will start the pulse.
[0044] As the phase continues, at each sample time
the phase accumulator is incremented by a step size
stored in a step-size register to calculate the next address
value. This next address value is used to select an ad-
ditional sample from the stored waveshape template, and
the process is iterated again to retrieve additional ampli-
tude samples from the waveshape template that make
up the current phase of the pulse. The step size in the
example is a fixed-point number that can have both in-
teger and fractional components, if desired. By permitting
fractional increments in the step size, it is possible to
generate waveshape durations of any integer length, not
just those that divide evenly into the number of samples
in the waveshape template. Also, if the fixed-point step
size is less than one, the pulse width will be made longer
than the number of samples in the template; samples
can then be automatically be duplicated, as necessary,
to extend the pulse. This allows the memory size required
for reasonable fidelity to be optimized for the typical pulse
width used by the therapy, while still allowing very short
or very long pulse widths to be possible.
[0045] The output from the phase accumulator is used
as an index into a programmably selected waveform
memory as described above, or it can be used to index
a shape-generating logic circuit, depending on the cur-
rent implementation and/or desired output waveform. A
waveform memory would be used to look up a waveform
sample that was stored in advance at the indexed location
of the memory and output the desired waveform shape,
which allows a great flexibility in the shapes of wave-
forms. A single register, in contrast, which outputs the
same (constant) programmed value regardless of the in-
dex could be used to generate rectangular waveforms.
A shape logic circuit, in contrast, computes a fixed math-
ematical function based on the input index (or based
some other input or internal function) and outputs the
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result as a waveform shape, which may be particularly
useful for situations where waveforms that are provided
by simple mathematical equations are desired (such as
exponentials, ramps, sine waves, etc.).
[0046] The output from the waveform memory or wave-
form calculation logic (whichever was chosen) then
drives a digital-to-analog converter (DAC), called a
"waveform DAC", which creates a reference current (or
voltage). This reference current (or voltage) is in turn
used as the input of several multiplying digital-to-analog
converters, called "amplitude multipliers". The data input
of the converters comes from programmable amplitude
registers for that phase of the stimulation waveform. The
result of the multiplication is a current (though a voltage
could also be generated), positive or negative (or equiv-
alently, sink or source), which is output to the electrodes
in contact with body tissue. By adjusting the values in the
amplitude registers, the amount and polarity of current
(or voltage) output to each electrode can be adjusted,
thus shaping the electric field generated by the phase.
Although the examples provided herein focus on the use
of a single waveform generation circuit that can drive a
plurality of electrodes by driving the output into a number
of amplitude-multiplying DACs, replication of the wave-
form generation circuit can be used to provide additional
flexibility to the output, if desired, such that any given
waveform generation circuit may independently drive a
subset of one or more electrodes. In such a situation, the
circuits could be modified to share memories of waveform
shape templates to reduce unnecessary replication.
[0047] The stimulation waveform is divided into a se-
ries of pulses, each of which is divided into a series of
unipolar phases. Each phase has a programmable rep-
etition count (to repeat the phase a number of times, if
desired) and a programmable delay before the next
phase. Circuitry in the stimulator automatically sequenc-
es the phases and their repetitions, and hence, the pulses
that are made up from the phases. This allows a single
stimulation pulse to have more than two phases defined
for it. This structure allows for "n-lets", or pulses that have
repeated stimulation phases, as well as one or more "pre-
pulses", where one or more additional phases are added
prior to the stimulation phase to provide pre-polarization.
[0048] Programmable dividers for amplitude (each
called a "current divider") and time (each called a "clock
divider") can be used to scale a waveform simultaneously
in time and amplitude in such a way that permits charge
balancing in cases where the same shape is used for
both the stimulus and charge recovery phases. The cur-
rent divider and clock divider registers could be pro-
grammed appropriately to provide charge balancing.
[0049] The pulse generator typically includes ampli-
tude multipliers for every channel on the device.

PULSE GENERATOR ARCHITECTURE

[0050] The improvements discussed herein can be
used with an Implantable Pulse Generator (IPG) as

shown in Fig. 2 (discussed above) or an External Pulse
Generator (EPG) as shown in Fig. 3 (also discussed
above). The description below will focus on example im-
plementations using the IPG based system, but an EPG
system could be easily adapted in a similar manner.
[0051] As described above, a block diagram of the in-
ternal functions of an example IPG system is shown in
Figure 2.
[0052] The microcontroller 107, which is implemented
using a programmable controller as is known in the art,
controls at least the embedded components of the sys-
tem, stores stimulation program information, and per-
forms other control and management functions, some of
which are disclosed herein. The RF Transceiver 14 im-
plements bidirectional digital communications at radio
frequencies in the IPG with external devices as desired.
The attached antenna 16 is used to transmit and receive
these radio signals, by which the IPG communicates with
such components as the User Controller 104, Clinician
Programmer 103, and/or External Power source 105,
among other possible devices.
[0053] The Power ASIC 106 is connected to the Battery
13, which provides electrical power to the powered inter-
nal components. The Power ASIC 106 is also connected
to the secondary coil 15, by which it receives electrical
energy inductively coupled through the patient’s body
from the primary charging coil 17. The Battery 13 may
be either primary or rechargeable, or may be omitted in
lieu of some other power source. If the battery 13 is a
primary battery, the external power unit 105, the charging
coil 17 and secondary coil 15 may be omitted. Typically,
a secondary battery that is rechargeable is desirable to
lengthen the useful life of the battery and avoid additional
surgeries to replace the pulse generator or its compo-
nents. Other power supplies in the future may prove use-
ful to replace the battery implementation.
[0054] The Stimulation ASIC 108 includes the stimu-
lation pulse waveform generation circuitry. This ASIC 108
is controlled by the microcontroller 107 and has power
supplied by the Battery and/or Secondary Coil via the
Power ASIC.
[0055] The Protection Components 109, if used, may
include DC blocking capacitors and electrical transient
suppression components, among other components. To-
gether, these components protect the tissue from un-
wanted electrical signals and DC currents, and protect
the PG from external electrical events such as electro-
static discharge, defibrillation, or electrocautery. In some
embodiments, particularly those discussed in a related
application, some of these components might be reduced
(in size and/or quantity) or eliminated through the use of
active charge balancing techniques. Thus, for at least
some embodiments (in particular embodiments exclu-
sively using active charge balancing), the waveform gen-
eration core may consist of only the stimulation ASIC,
along with any supporting components, if necessary.
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WAVEFORM GENERATION CORE

[0056] Figures 4 and 5 show generalized embodi-
ments of potential waveform generation core designs for
use in providing the improved waveform generation ca-
pabilities. In general, power and control connections are
not shown in these figures, as their use is within the skill
of the art based on this discussion.
[0057] Figure 4 shows a simplified block diagram of a
generic waveform generation core of a stimulator system
incorporating the waveform generation improvements. A
reference generator "Iref’ 41 that is a reference current
source sets the over-all amplitude scaling of the system.
A clock signal CLK 42, sets the over-all time scaling of
the system, and the Clock Divider 43 scales the clock by
a configurable division factor. The Waveform Generator
40, representing the core of the waveform generation
function, outputs the shape of each phase of the pulse,
creating the "normalized waveform" that basically forms
the stimulation waveform into its desired shape. The Cur-
rent Divider 44 scales the output of the Waveform Gen-
erator 40 by performing a division operation, creating
the "scaled waveform". Finally, the Amplitude Multipliers
45a∼45n (typically one per channel) multiply the scaled
waveform by a configurable amplitude and polarity for
each individual channel CH1∼CHn in the electrode array
49. The peak amplitude and polarity for each channel do
not vary during a given phase of a pulse, but do change
from one phase to the next. Each Amplitude Multiplier 45
has an independent current output, each of which can
be used to drive a subset of one or more of the stimulation
electrodes. Furthermore, multiple current outputs can be
used to drive a single electrode.
[0058] Figure 5 shows a simplified block diagram of a
stimulator similar to that of Fig. 4 with the addition of DC
blocking capacitors 47a∼47n and passive-recovery
switches 46a∼46n. The addition of the blocking capaci-
tors and passive-recovery switches allows charge bal-
ancing to be achieved in a passive manner by selectively
closing the switches and connecting the capacitors to a
common node. Thus, the embodiment of Fig. 5 would be
more likely utilized where an active charge balance func-
tion is either not utilized, or not sufficient to completely
balance the charges produced by the device, whereas
the embodiment of Fig. 4 could be utilized where an ef-
fective charge balancing procedure is used.
[0059] Although not shown, the waveform generation
circuitry could be replicated and provided with a multi-
plexor or set of switches connected to the inputs of the
amplitude-multiplying DACs in order to allow different
waveforms to drive various subsets of the electrodes.
However, in the example, one waveform generation cir-
cuit is provided, and deemed satisfactory for many pur-
poses.

WAVEFORM GENERATOR

[0060] The internal structure of an example embodi-

ment of the Waveform Generator 40 is shown in Figure
6. Again, the power connections are not shown, and only
some of the control inputs most applicable to this discus-
sion are shown in this figure.
[0061] Generally, this example waveform generator is
comprised of, for example, a 24 bit input bus 601 for
inputting a desired step size. A summer 602 is used to
increment an address value based on the step size as
the device iterates over each phase. An offset register
or input 613 can be used to correct for waveform distor-
tions that may occur for certain step sizes by being
preloaded in the preload, as described below. A digital
preload multiplexer 604 is used to switch between the
offset at the start of the phase or the sum value to continue
the phase.
[0062] The output of the preload multiplexer 604 is car-
ried by the address bus 612 and contains the address
value that is input into the delay 603 for a step delay for
input into the summer 602 to increment the address by
one step size. For the example embodiment, only the
highest 8 bits of the address are input into the waveform
generating circuit 600. Other embodiments might use the
entire address, however, or may also use more or fewer
bits depending on the shape fidelity required for the ther-
apeutic application.
[0063] The waveform generating circuit 600 outputs
digital values representing the desired amplitude values
at each time step of the waveform, and is comprised of
those shape components that will generate the desired
waveform shapes. Such shape components can include
one or more RECT registers 607 which generate con-
stant values regardless of input address for generating
square wave pulses. Such shape components can also
include one or more shape logic circuits 605a, 605b...
for generating waveforms based on mathematical func-
tions, for example. Furthermore, the waveform generat-
ing circuit 600 can also be comprised of one or more
memory circuits 606a, 606b... that contain values repre-
senting programmed shape templates of desired wave-
forms.
[0064] A shape multiplexor 608 is used for choosing
which shape component output is desired, based on a
shape control input from the microcontroller (not shown),
for example. The shape multiplexor 608 output 614 is
connected to a carry multiplexor 609 that is used to zero
the value at the start/end of the phase (when the summer
overflows, for example). A Digital to Analog converter
610 converts the 8 bit shape data value into an analog
value 611 of a current or, in some embodiments, a volt-
age, which is then connected to dividers and/or multipli-
ers, as desired, to scale the shape into the desired am-
plitude.
[0065] Example operations of the example Waveform
Generator described above can now be provided. In the
first cycle of waveform generation in this example, the
preload input of the preload multiplexor 604 has a value
of "1". This causes the initial 24-bit output on the address
bus 612 to be the 24-bit value OFFSET:$00:$00. That is
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to say, it is a 24-bit value with an OFFSET value in the
most significant eight bits, and the least significant six-
teen bits all zero. In subsequent cycles the preload input
to the multiplexor 604 is "0", and as a result, the 24-bit
digital word "STEP" input 601 is added in the summer
602 (∑) to the output of the unit delay 603 (z-1) block,
making a new 24-bit sum and one bit of carry. Tracing
the path of the sum, one can see that it then becomes
the input to the unit delay 603 (z-1) block. Thus, with each
clock cycle, the sum on the address bus 612 increases
by the amount "STEP".
[0066] In the Example shown in Fig. 6, the most sig-
nificant eight bits of the sum are used as the address into
two memories, Memory 1 606a and Memory 2 606b,
which may be any kind of digital memory such as RAM,
ROM, EEPROM, Flash, or other types. The memories
606a and 606b each store a different wave shape tem-
plate of a desired waveform to be generated. The address
indexes the desired entry of the template for the particular
clock cycle. Note that the address does not necessarily
increment by one in every clock cycle. Depending on the
value of STEP, it could also increment by less than one,
resulting in multiple samples of a given entry in the tem-
plate being used, or it could increment by more than one,
resulting in only some, but not all, samples being used.
Thus, an output waveform of arbitrary duration is synthe-
sized from a wave shape template of fixed duration.
[0067] In the special case of rectangular waveforms,
every element of the memory would be set to the same
value. Thus, to avoid this inefficient use of memory space,
the device can provide a number of rectangle registers,
numbered RECT1-RECTn. In the Example of Fig. 6, four
such RECT1-RECT4 registers 607 are used. Since rec-
tangular waveforms have the same amplitude value for
all addresses, it is not necessary to actually address
these registers.
[0068] Similarly, it is possible to use digital logic circuits
in place of a memory to generate useful waveforms. Two
such logic circuits are shown in Figure 6 as blocks Shape
Logic 1 605a and Shape Logic 2 605b. For example, a
rising ramp waveform may be generated by connecting
the top 8 bits of the sum directly to one of the multiplexer
608 inputs (in lieu of a memory), or a falling ramp may
be generated by connecting the logical inverses (using
a NOT operation) of the top 8 bits to the multiplexer input.
Other variations are possible, such as providing expo-
nential generators, sine wave generators, parabolic gen-
erators, etc. Such circuits might utilize the address inputs
as part of the mathematical function or not, depending
on the desired application.
[0069] The outputs of the memories 606a, 606b, rec-
tangle registers 607, and shape logic circuits 605a, 605b
pass to the shape multiplexer 608, which is controlled by
the SHAPE input. This input is configured to select the
desired waveform for a given phase, and is typically held
constant for the entire phase. By setting SHAPE to the
binary code 0111, for example, the waveform generated
will use the template contained in Memory 2 606b. This

embodiment shows a data bus width of 8 bits as the out-
put of the shape multiplexor, though more or fewer bits
may be used to achieve the shape fidelity required for
the therapeutic application.
[0070] The output of the shape multiplexer 608 passes
into the carry multiplexer 609, which is controlled by the
carry output from the sum (∑) block 602. The carry mul-
tiplexer 609 sets the output of the waveform generator
to zero when the sum overflows its 24 bits, for example.
[0071] Finally, the output of the carry multiplexer 609
drives a digital-to-analog converter 610 (DAC), which
emits the normalized waveform output 611 from the
Waveform Generator.
[0072] It can be seen that with each clock cycle, the
sum, and hence the address, is incremented by the
amount "STEP". Hence, "STEP" is called the "step size"
and sets the rate at which elements of the wave shape
template are used to create the waveform. It also implic-
itly sets the pulse width, since after enough steps of that
size, the sum operation will generate a carry, which sig-
nals that the waveform generation is complete for the
current phase.
[0073] The waveform generator constructs stimulation
pulses via control from a microcontroller and/or state ma-
chine (e.g., a sequencer) that programs the desired
shape, step size, and offset required for each phase of
the pulse. The microcontroller and/or state machine also
control the delays between pulse phases and provide the
clock source to the waveform generator.
[0074] When memory devices are to be used for wave-
form generation using stored shape templates, it is often
desirable to ensure that a particular point in the template
is reached, such as guaranteeing that the peak point of
a sine wave is emitted, for example. If the sum were to
always start at zero, this may not be possible for some
step sizes on some shape samples as the peak could be
bypassed in some of those cases. By configuring the
OFFSET input appropriately, one can ensure that any
selected single sample in the template waveform will be
emitted in the synthesized waveform by shifting the cho-
sen samples of the waveform. Thus, depending on the
type of waveform, or the scaling of a particular waveform,
or both, an appropriate OFFSET value is calculated by
the microcontroller for each phase to ensure that the de-
sired particular point in each phase is provided in the
output waveform.
[0075] As a possible example of the operation of the
example waveform generator of Fig. 6, consider the gen-
eration of a six-sample half-sine-wave pulse. Assume
the waveform memory is configured with a template
waveform of a half sine wave pulse, a portion of the data
for an example sampled waveform which is shown in
TABLE 1. Further suppose the STEP is set to $2AAAAB
and the OFFSET is set to $00. When the waveform gen-
erator is started, the phase accumulator will take the val-
ues, in successive cycles, $000000, $2AAAAB,
$555556, $800001, $AAAAAC, and $D55557 before the
sum overflows 24 bits and the waveform stops. The top
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eight bits of these values are taken to compute the se-
quence $00, $2A, $55, $80, $AA, $D5, which becomes
the addresses into the shape memory. The memory then
reads out the values $02, $7F, $DD, $FF, $DD, $7F.
Figure 7 shows these values as the bars, demonstrating
the example waveform, while the dashed line illustrates
the continuous-time half-sine pulse that these data points
approximate. Although the data points are numerically
correct, in that they do lie on the sine waveform, there is
an asymmetry posed by the first chosen sample ampli-
tude being $02 without a corresponding sample of $02
at the finish, thereby skewing the sine wave to the right.
Thus, the overall shape of the pulse might not have the
desired fidelity to a sine wave.

TABLE 1

Address Data

00 02

01 05

02 08

03 0B

... ...

15 43

... ...

2A 7F

... ...

3F B3

... ...

55 DD

... ...

6A F6

... ...

80 FF

... ...

95 F6

... ...

AA DD

... ...

BF B5

... ...

D5 7F

... ...

EA 43

... ...

FF 02

[0076] This asymmetry can be corrected by using an
appropriate OFFSET input. Again consider the genera-
tion of a six-step half-sine-wave pulse, with the waveform
memory configured with the data shown in TABLE 1 and
the STEP set to $2AAAAB. This time, however, suppose
the OFFSET is set to $15. Now, when the waveform gen-
erator is started, the phase accumulator will take the val-
ues, in successive cycles, $150000, $3FAAAB,
$6A5556, $950001, $BFAAAC, and $EA5557, which will
result in the sequence of truncated addresses $15, $3F,
$6A, $95, $BF, $EA. For these addresses, the shape
memory returns the data sequence $43, $B3, $F6, $F6,
$B5, $43. Figure 8 shows these data points as bars, with
the continuous-time half sine wave pulse approximated
by these pulses drawn as a dashed line. It can easily be
seen that the data points both fit the sine wave curve well
and have good symmetry. Thus, the OFFSET input can
be used as illustrated to adjust the shape of the output
waveform.
[0077] As a second example, consider the creation of
an eight-sample rising exponential pulse. The data load-
ed into the memory for an example of such a sampled
waveform are shown in part in TABLE 2. The STEP input
is set to $200000 and the OFFSET to $00. The phase
accumulator values are the sequence $000000,
$200000, $400000, $600000, $800000, $A00000,
$C00000, $E00000, and the addresses are $00, $20,
$40, $60, $80, $A0, $C0, $E0. The resulting data se-
quence is $01, $02, $04, $08, $10, $20, $41, $82. These
data are plotted as the bars in Figure 9, with the contin-
uous-time exponential pulse these points approximate
drawn as a dashed line. Although the data fit the ideal
exponential pulse, they never reach the maximum am-
plitude of $FF, which may be considered undesirable. In
this situation, an OFFSET may be desirable.

TABLE 2

Address Data

00 01

01 01

02 01

03 01

... ...

1F 02

20 02

... ...

... ...

3F 04

40 04

... ...

7F 10
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[0078] Accordingly, the exponential pulse can be con-
figured to reach its peak value by setting the OFFSET
input to $1F. Now, the phase accumulator values are
$1F0000, $3F0000, $SF0000, $7F0000, $9F0000,
$BF0000, $DF0000, $FF0000, and the resulting ad-
dresses are $1F, $3F, $5F, $7F, $9F, $BF, $DF, $FF.
The resulting data sequence is $02, $04, $08, $10, $20,
$3F, $7F, $FF. These data are plotted as the bars in
Figure 10, with the continuous-time exponential they ap-
proximate plotted as a dashed line. It can be seen that
the points fit the continuous-time exponential well, and
they reach the maximum amplitude. Thus, the OFFSET
input provides sufficient control to ensure that a particular
sample in the template waveform-in this case the last
and peak sample-is reached when the waveform is gen-
erated.
[0079] Although both of the previous examples were
of waveforms shorter than the template waveform, the
waveform generator can also be used to create wave-
forms that are longer than the template waveform. Con-
sider what happens if the STEP input is $00418A and
the OFFSET is $00. The phase accumulator values are
$000000, $00418A, $008314, $00C49E, $010628,
$0147B2, ..., $FEFCE8, $FF3E72, $FF7FFC, $FFC186.
With this STEP size, the waveform generator will make
1000 steps before the accumulator overflows 24 bits and
waveform generation stops. These phase accumulator
values result in the sequence of addresses $00, $00,
$00, $00, $01, $01, ... $FE, $FF, $FF, $FF. It can be
seen that when the STEP input is sufficiently small (less
than $010000 in this example), the waveform generator
will repeat samples from the template waveform to create
a pulse of the desired width by stretching the waveform.
[0080] It is worth noting that there are trivial variations
on this design that are basically equivalent. For example,
the memories could be combined into a single larger

(continued)

Address Data

80 10

... ...

9F 20

A0 20

... ...

BF 3F

C0 41

... ...

DF 7F

E0 82

... ...

FF FF

memory, using one or more additional address lines to
select between multiple wave shape templates. Similarly,
enable inputs to the memories, rectangle registers,
and/or shape logic could achieve a selection function
equivalent to part or all of the shape multiplexer. Thus,
there are a number of variations that can be used to im-
plement the features of the waveform generator using
different alternatives.
[0081] There are also several ways for the waveform
generation circuitry components to be realized in hard-
ware. First, it is possible to implement all of this circuitry
in a single ASIC, either combined on-chip with the micro-
controller or separate from it. Second, it is possible to
combine some elements of this circuit on an ASIC with
various separate components, for example by building
most of the waveform generator in the ASIC and inter-
facing it to separate memories that are not part of the
ASIC. Finally, it is also possible to build the waveform
generator using discrete components.
[0082] Depending on the complexity of the waveforms
to be generated and the therapeutic needs of the appli-
cation, there are many ways to structure the architecture
to achieve the features described above. A low-power
microcontroller with dedicated programming stored in
ROM could be utilized. Or, rather than using a low-power
microcontroller, a device such as a more powerful central
processing unit or a digital signal processor with appro-
priate programming stored in a computer readable me-
dium, such as a memory device, could be used to directly
synthesize the waveforms. In addition, field-programma-
ble gate arrays could be programmed as a control source,
state machine, and/or waveform generator. In this em-
bodiment the preferred memory type for waveform tem-
plate storage is RAM, though it could be equally effective
to use flash memory, EEPROM, or some other form of
ROM memory as is known in the art.

CURRENT DIVIDER FOR AMPLITUDE SCALING

[0083] In an example embodiment, the output from the
waveform generator is provided to a Current Divider to
help provide relatively precise control over the normal-
ized waveform amplitude. The Current Divider performs
a division operation for scaling the waveform. As an ex-
ample, such a scaling factor can scale the waveform by
a division factor ranging from 1/1, 1/2, 1/3, and so on to
1/16.
[0084] With a current output from the example wave-
form generator described above, an example current di-
vider can be implemented as shown in Figure 11. Note
that in Figure 11, the notation "M=n" is used, where n is
some number that indicates that the corresponding FET
is replicated n times. Each of the n copies of that FET
have the same gate, drain, and source connection shown
in the diagram.
[0085] The circuit in Figure 11 adapts current mirror
techniques to perform current division on the normalized
waveform. In the example, a digital 4-bit divisor word en-
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ters on the D bus 32, and the analog waveform to be
divided enters on the I wire 31. To describe its operation,
it is first assumed that all of the FETs in the top row (Q7-
Q12) are functioning as switches and all are initially
turned "on". A portion of the waveform current coming in
the I input 31 passes through FET Q7 and then FET Q1.
FET Q1, having its gate tied to its drain, sets the gate
voltage for all of the rest of the bottom-row FETs (Q2-
Q6) to the exact value that is needed for it to carry the
current flowing through it. Thus, each individual FET in
the bottom row is biased to carry the same current value.
However, many of the FETs are replicated according to
the M factor-for those FETs, each replica is biased to
carry that same current. Thus, if all four of Q2-Q5 are
carrying current, they will carry a total of 15 (8+4+2+1=15)
times the current through Q1, and the current through
Q1 will be 1/16 of the current through the I input.
[0086] Now, consider the function of the D input 32,
which is a 4-bit value controlling Q8-Q11 as switches.
When D has the binary value 0000, all four switches (Q8-
Q11) are turned off, and the full current of the I input 31
(which is based on the output of the DAC in the Waveform
Generator) will flow through Q1. When D has the binary
value 0001, Q11 will be turned on, so half the current
from I will flow through Q1 and half will flow through Q5.
When D has the binary value 0100, Q9 will be turned on,
enabling the corresponding M=4 FET (Q3). The result is
that 1/5 of the input current I will flow through the Q1 and
4/5 will flow through Q3. Thus, the binary value of the D
input acts as a divisor, controlling how much of the input
current I flows through Q1.
[0087] The output from the current divider is created
by Q6. Its gate voltage is set by Q1, causing the current
through it to be the same as that flowing through Q1.
Thus, as the D and I inputs are varied, the current sunk
at the output is equal to the current sunk by the I input,
divided by (D+1), thereby providing a current sink 33 that
is a value of I/(D+1)
[0088] Q7 and Q12 are configured as switches that are
permanently turned on. Their purpose is to match the
electrical environment of Q1 and Q6 to that of Q2-Q5, so
that all of the bottom-row FETs see similar voltage, re-
sistance, and capacitance in their connected compo-
nents. This matching improves the accuracy of the divi-
sion operation.
[0089] An alternative implementation could be provid-
ed using complimentary circuitry to provide a controlled
voltage output when the DAC converter outputs a voltage
rather than a current. It is also possible to bypass or elim-
inate the current divider for applications where its use is
not necessary.
[0090] This amplitude scaling function can be utilized
in conjunction with the time scaling function described
below in order to perform charge balancing functions us-
ing a single scaling factor for scaling both time and am-
plitude to generate a charge balancing portion of the stim-
ulation pulse.

AMPLITUDE MULTIPLIER

[0091] The output from the waveform generation cir-
cuitry is passed to the amplitude multipliers that are as-
sociated with corresponding channels. The output from
the waveform generation circuitry is replicated in a cur-
rent mirror, creating one copy of the current per amplitude
multiplier. Those copies of the current are passed to the
amplitude multipliers that are associated with corre-
sponding channels. Each amplitude multiplier is com-
prised of two sets of switched current mirrors, one using
p-channel FETs (pFETs) and one using n-channel FETs
(nFETs). A schematic of one amplitude multiplier (for a
single one of the channels) is shown in Figure 12. The
PG contains multiple amplitude multipliers, one for each
stimulation channel. In this diagram, the notation "M=n"
is again used, where n is some number that indicates
that the corresponding FET on the diagram is replicated
n times in practice.
[0092] To understand the amplitude multiplier, first
consider just the pFET side, FETs Q100∼Q270 in Figure
12. The top row, FETs Q100∼Q170, forms a current mir-
ror that multiplies the current from FET Q101, which is
driven by the current divider output 33. The gate voltage
developed by FET Q101 then controls the current
through the replicated FETs Q100∼Q170. Thus, FETs
Q170, marked M=128 (and thus representing a FET rep-
licated 128 times), attempts to output 128 times the cur-
rent through Q101, whereas the FET marked M=64,
Q160, attempts to output 64 times the current through
Q101, and so on.
[0093] The second row of FETs, Q200-Q270, function
as switches that controllably connect the FETs of the first
row to the output, CHn 39 representing one channel. To
determine how much current is to be supplied on CHn,
the suitable switches are turned on. For example, a binary
code of 1100 0000 on the bus 34 (AMPn) turns on Q270
and Q260, permitting (128+64)=192 times the current
through Q101 to flow to the output CHn.
[0094] The bottom two rows of nFETs behave similarly.
The bottom row of nFETs, Q400∼Q470, form a current
mirror that multiplies the current from Q102. nFETs
Q300∼Q370 serve as a set of switches that controllably
connect Q400-Q470 to the output CHn 39. As with the
pFETs, the binary code controlling the Q300∼Q370
switches sets the current that flows to the output CHn.
[0095] The binary codes controlling the pFET and
nFET switches are developed by the digital logic on the
left side of Figure 12. The AMPn signal 34 is an 8-bit
binary bus that sets the multiplication factor, and the POL
input 35 sets the polarity. The POL input 35 controls two
multiplexers, 36, 37 that switch the AMPn multiplication
factor to either the pFET or nFET switches, respectively,
and switch $00, meaning all switches open, to the other
set of switches. The output from the multiplexer 36 pass-
es through an inverting level-shift operation 38, before
connecting to the pFETs Q200∼Q270. The output from
the multiplexer 37 drives the nFETs Q300-Q370 directly.
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While this embodiment shows an 8-bit bus for selecting
the multiplication factor, any number of bits may be used
to achieve the amplitude resolution desired.
[0096] Thus, the current from the current divider is mul-
tiplied by the AMPn 34 amplitude value and assigned a
polarity set by the POL 35 bit. The resulting current is
then output on CHn 39. The CHn output channel 39 is
either connected through a detachable lead and an elec-
trode contact to the tissue to be stimulated, or through
protection circuitry to the lead and electrode contact, if
protection circuitry is utilized.
[0097] It must be noted here that variations of the am-
plitude multiplier circuitry discussed herein may be in-
cluded to achieve better accuracy or to meet timing or
power requirements. This embodiment of the amplitude
multiplier is only one of many configurations that can be
used to transfer the output of the waveform generator
into an output signal that is provided at the desired elec-
trodes.

CLOCK DIVIDER FOR TIME SCALING

[0098] The clock divider 43 (see Figs. 4, 5) uses stand-
ard digital logic techniques to perform frequency division
on the CLK input 42. The division factor is configurable
and must be an integer. That is to say, if the division
factor is 3, then the clock divider outputs one clock cycle
for every three cycles of the CLK input. If the division
factor is 5, the clock divider outputs one clock cycle for
every five cycles of the CLK input. Thus, the CLK fre-
quency should be chosen sufficiently high to satisfy the
shortest pulse width that would be expected, and must
be high enough to consider the maximum number of sam-
ples that are to be used in any given pulse width (or
"phase" as that term is used below).
[0099] Accordingly, with the application of both time
dividing and current dividing, the example PG is capable
of performing true division on the output current, without
being constrained to integer quotients, and to similarly
divide the clock signal to cover a longer period of time.
(Note that division of a clock signal results in multiplica-
tion of time).

WAVEFORM SCALING FOR CHARGE BALANCING

[0100] Desired is a means to control the aspect ratio
of the charge recovery phase as a function of the ampli-
tude and pulse width of the stimulation phase. Consider
Figure 19, which shows a two-phase stimulation pulse.
The first phase 61, the stimulation phase, has a negative
polarity, an amplitude of np and a pulse width of tp. The
second phase 62, the recovery phase, has a positive
polarity, an amplitude of nr and a pulse width of tr. Both
amplitudes np and nr have units of digital-to-analog con-
verter (DAC) current or voltage units and are nonnegative
integers. Both pulse widths tp and tr have units of clock
cycles and are nonnegative integers. The net charge of
the pulse is (nr·tr - np·tp). If the aspect ratio of the recovery

phase is defined by a scaling factor k, such that the am-
plitude is scaled by (nr = np/k) and the pulse width is
scaled by (tr = k·tp), the charge delivered during the re-
covery phase is equal to the charge delivered during the
stimulation phase.
[0101] Figure 13 illustrates a simple example of how
this division in the dimension of current and multiplication
in the dimension of time can be utilized, showing the use
of scaling factor k being used to divide the clock (so that
only every k clock cycles are utilized) thereby stretching
the wave in time, and a divisor k in amplitude, thereby
preserving the overall areas of the waveform pulse 1 50
and pulse 2 51. Such a division results in the same
amount of charge transferred by each of the two curves,
as their areas are basically equal, but because their po-
larity is opposite, the charges cancel out. Thus, Figure
13 shows how a pulse can be modified while preserving
the charge using these two division operations.
[0102] Figure 14 shows this feature being applied to a
half-sine wave shape. In this figure, both the stimulation
52 and charge recovery 53 phases are half-sine-waves
using five samples each based on the same sample
stored in memory. The recovery phase is scaled by two
(k=2) using that value as both the current and clock di-
viders. Thus, the recovery phase has half the amplitude
and twice the duration of the stimulation phase, the net
DC charge is zero, and the pulse is charge-balanced,
except for possible effects of residual inaccuracies in the
system. Because the division is done in analog instead
of by changing the amplitude multiplier DAC values, the
relationship is truly independent of the amplitude value
chosen.
[0103] Some residual inaccuracies in the pulse gener-
ator circuitry may cause the pulse to have a slightly non-
zero net DC current. If this residual current is unaccept-
able, a solution is to include DC blocking capacitors and
passive recovery switches that connect all of the stimu-
lation outputs to a common point, restoring charge bal-
ance, as is shown in Figure 5.
[0104] Furthermore, when a pulse consists of phases
of different shapes, it may not be possible to generate a
completely charge-balanced waveform while maintain-
ing the intended shapes. In such situations, an additional
subtherapeutic phase may be added to transfer enough
charge to provide balance, or DC blocking capacitors and
passive recovery switches may be used.
[0105] Accordingly, by utilizing the time clock and cur-
rent division functions, such balancing operations and
scaling of waveform shapes is accommodated.

ARBITRARY WAVEFORM CREATION

[0106] The hardware discussed above is primarily in-
tended to be utilized to generate a waveform of an arbi-
trary shape to be used for such purposes as spinal stim-
ulation, such as for pain control, for example, for imple-
mentation in systems such as those described in Figs.
1-3. Some examples of waveforms that can be generated
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by this arrangement are described below, although it
must be emphasized that one of the primary benefits of
this approach is that waveforms of almost any desired
arbitrary shape (scaled in amplitude and time) can be
provided using these techniques.
[0107] By adding further modifications to the example
embodiments, even more flexibility in generating wave-
form shapes can be provided. For example, utilizing the
entire address bus (or even increasing its size) to address
much more memory to access many different waveform
samples could be utilized. Additional RECT registers can
be added to increase the options for rectangular pulses,
and/or any number of shape logic circuits could be utilized
to provide complex mathematical shapes. As discussed
above, the waveform generation circuitry could be repli-
cated to provide additional flexibility in generating output
waveforms to the electrodes. Thus, these concepts offer
nearly infinite possibilities in generating waveform
shapes, as desired, by providing the approporiate adap-
tations.
[0108] As an example of the flexibility of waveform gen-
eration, a pulse using these techniques can be divided
into two or more phases of stimulation, an example of
which is illustrated in Figure 15, where three different
phases are shown, one used twice. For any given chan-
nel, each phase has a single polarity and amplitude de-
fined. Each phase has associated with it a clock divider
value, a current divider value, a repetition count, a delay
value, a waveform step size, a waveform offset value,
and a waveform shape. Before generating a pulse, the
external microcontroller loads registers in the stimulation
ASIC with values representing the phases of the pulse.
[0109] To generate the example waveform of Fig. 15,
when the microcontroller commands the ASIC to start
the pulse, the ASIC then generates the phases in se-
quence. As each phase begins, the amplitude multipliers
are loaded with the amplitude values and the polarities
of each channel. The waveform generator is configured
for the selected waveform for the phase, the current di-
vider is loaded with the current division factor for the
phase, and the clock divider is loaded with the clock di-
vision factor for the phase. The waveform generator then
generates the waveform for the phase, after which the
ASIC inserts a pre-programmed delay before starting the
next phase. Phases can be repeated if the phase repe-
tition count is set to a value greater than zero. Once the
repetitions, if any, are completed, the ASIC then pro-
ceeds to generate the next phase of the pulse.
[0110] Thus, in the example of Fig. 15, a first phase 1
54 is generated consisting of a rectangular pulse 54’ and
a delay 54", a repeat of phase 1 55, a phase 2 56 con-
sisting of a half-sine pulse 56’ and a delay 56", and phase
3 pulse 57 consisting of a dying exponential curve 57’
and a delay 57".
[0111] In the additional example of Fig. 18, another
waveform is generated including a first phase 1 74 con-
sisting of a rectangular pulse 74’ with negative polarity
and a delay 74", a phase 2 75 consisting of a rising ex-

ponential pulse 75’ with negative polarity and a delay
75", and phase 3 76 consisting of a quarter-sine pulse
76’ with positive polarity and a delay 76".
[0112] By the above example architectures, the rec-
tangular pulse could be generated using a RECT register,
while the dying exponential, rising exponential, half-sine
and quarter-sine pulses could be generated either by
sampling respective normalized sine and exponential
curves stored in memories, or by using a sine or expo-
nential generator shape logic function, or some combi-
nation thereof.
[0113] At the microcontroller’s command, charge bal-
ancing may be achieved by closing the switches that con-
nect all of the DC blocking capacitors (if present) to a
common node to passively balance the charge, or by
generating an inverse of the curve of Fig. 15 (or a new
curve of equal but inverse area) to actively balance the
charge, or some combination of the two or by using the
scaling procedure discussed hereinabove on the curve,
but changing its scale at an equal inverse charge. Note
that because phases 1 and 2 of Fig. 15 are negative
pulses, but phase 3 is a positive pulse, by ensuring that
the area of phase three is equal to the sum of the areas
of phase 1 times 2 plus phase 2 (or adding an additional
phase to counter any residual charge), active charge bal-
ancing is possible for at least some circumstances. It is
also possible to use a combination of active and passive
charge balancing, if desired.
[0114] Figure 16 shows an example IPG implementa-
tion useful for spinal pain management using an implant-
ed PG that can utilize the features described above in
more detail.
[0115] The microcontroller 307 will run the software
and control the IPG’s output. The microcontroller 307 will
interface to other functional blocks to monitor IPG status,
to send and receive communications, and to drive the
channel configuration and output waveforms.
[0116] The RF transceiver 314 and matching network
340 and antenna 316 will provide a wireless communi-
cations interface to several external devices. The trans-
ceiver 314 will send and receive data while automatically
handling data flow, RF channel control, error correction,
and wakeup detection. The matching network 340 will
provide the interface to the IPG’s antenna 316, which will
be located in the header of the device.
[0117] The power architecture consists of the re-
chargeable battery 313, the Power ASIC 306, recharge
coil 315, along with a rectifier 330 and data modulation
circuitry 331. The rechargeable battery 313 will provide
raw power to the IPG. The recharge coil 315 and rectifier
330 will accept power from a transcutaneous power link
and convert it to a DC voltage, while the data modulation
circuit 331 will use this link to transfer data to and from
the external charger. The Power ASIC 306 will provide
control of the recharge process, battery protection, and
power for the digital, analog, and high-voltage compo-
nents of the system.
[0118] The Stimulation ASIC 308 will produce the
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waveforms for stimulation, for example using one of the
techniques identified hereinabove. It will provide pulse
shaping in arbitrary waveforms to allow complete control
of nerve fiber recruitment.
[0119] The protection circuitry 309 will enhance safety
for both the patient and the IPG itself. The protection
circuitry 309 will include protection from electrostatic dis-
charge (ESD) and over-voltage conditions (from defibril-
lation pulses and electrocautery). The protection circuitry
309 will also include EMI filters. Ultimately, the pulses
are delivered to the desired site within the patient by a
series of electrodes 302.
[0120] Figure 17 shows an example application of the
stimulator system for providing spinal stimulation. In that
figure, the IPG 1 (or IPG 101 in Figure 2) is shown im-
planted in a patient. Also shown is the human spine com-
prising the C1-C7 cervical vertebrae 65, the T1-T12 tho-
racic vertebrae 66, the L1-L5 lumbar vertebrae 67, and
the S1-S5 sacral vertebrae 68. Electrodes 63 are shown
disposed near and along the spine and are positioned
near the thoracic vertebrae 66. The Electrodes 63 are
attached to the IPG 1 via electrode leads 64.
[0121] The leads and electrodes may be positioned
anywhere along the spine to achieve the intended ther-
apeutic effects of spinal cord stimulation. The distal end
of the lead with its accompanying electrodes may be lo-
cated along the epidural space and adjacent a desired
portion of the spinal cord using well-established and
known techniques for implanting and positioning SCS
leads and electrodes, and the IPG 1 may be programmed
using a clinician programmer, patient programmer, or
other type of programming device 3, 4 (or 103, 104), as
desired (and further described above).
[0122] With respect to the Waveform Generator inside
the Stimulation ASIC, the provided reference output to
the Amplitude Multipliers could be a current, a voltage,
or a digital value; all three forms are basically equivalent,
and thus only the current output embodiments are shown.
Similarly, the output from the Current Divider could be a
current, a voltage, or a digital value. The output of the
Iref generator could be either a current or a voltage, or
the Iref generator could be omitted if the Waveform Gen-
erator outputs a digital value. Thus, using the techniques
described herein modified according to the particular out-
put needs can be used to apply these concepts to a great
number of different applications.
[0123] Furthermore, the Current Divider could be con-
nected between the Iref and the Waveform Generator,
or it could be connected between the Waveform Gener-
ator and the Amplitude Multipliers. The Current Divider
could also be bypassed or omitted. The outputs from the
Amplitude Multipliers could be voltages instead of cur-
rents.
[0124] The terminology of current "flowing to" and
"flowing from", or "sink" and "source", can vary depending
on whether one uses the convention of current flowing
from positive to negative or from negative to positive.
Whichever convention one uses isn’t important to prac-

ticing the invention.
[0125] The current divider and waveform multiplier
could be built with thermometer encoding instead of bi-
nary weighting.
[0126] The current divider and waveform multiplier
could have built-in fixed scaling factors (32, 34, 3©,
3¨, etc.).
[0127] The operation of truncating the phase accumu-
lator to generate the address could be replaced by a
round-to-nearest or ceiling (round-upwards) operation. If
a large memory is available, truncation or rounding could
be skipped and the entire phase accumulator used as
the address.
[0128] Many other example embodiments of the inven-
tion can be provided through various combinations of the
above described features. Although the invention has
been described hereinabove using specific examples
and embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various alternatives may be used and equiv-
alents may be substituted for elements and/or steps de-
scribed herein, without necessarily deviating from the in-
tended scope of the invention. Modifications may be nec-
essary to adapt the invention to a particular situation or
to particular needs without departing from the intended
scope of the invention. It is intended that the invention
not be limited to the particular implementations and em-
bodiments described herein, but that the claims be given
their broadest reasonable interpretation to cover all novel
and non-obvious embodiments, literal or equivalent, dis-
closed or not, covered thereby.

Claims

1. A method for generating a stimulation pulse, said
method comprising the steps of:

generating a first waveform of a desired shape
different than a square wave using a waveform
generator;
providing a first portion of the stimulation pulse
substantially resembling said first waveform;
defining a scaling factor;
using said scaling factor for generating a second
waveform using the waveform generator, said
second waveform being a scaled version of the
first waveform; and
providing a second portion of the stimulation
pulse substantially resembling said second
waveform, said second portion of the stimulation
pulse for stimulating the stimulation region of the
patient.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said second portion
of the stimulation pulse substantially cancels a
charge provided to the stimulation region by the first
portion of the stimulation pulse.
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3. The method of any of the above claims, wherein said
first waveform is generated by retrieving stored
waveform samples from a memory.

4. The method of any of the above claims, wherein said
first waveform is generated using a mathematical
function generated by a waveform function genera-
tor.

5. The method of any of the above claims, wherein said
second waveform is scaled in time based on the scal-
ing factor.

6. The method of any of the above claims, wherein said
second waveform is scaled in both time and ampli-
tude based on the scaling factor such that the total
charge delivered during the first waveform is sub-
stantially equal but inverse to the total charge deliv-
ered during the second waveform.

7. The method of any of the above claims, wherein in
the stimulation pulse, the second waveform portion
is provided following the first waveform portion.

8. A device for providing a therapy to a patient, said
device comprising:

a waveform generator for generating a first
waveform portion having a desired shape,
wherein said desired shape includes at least a
substantial portion of a shape other than a
square wave, wherein said waveform generator
has an input for receiving a scaling factor;
said waveform generator being configured to
use said scaling factor for generating a second
waveform portion being a scaled version of the
first waveform portion, wherein
said device outputs a stimulation pulse compris-
ing both said first waveform portion and said sec-
ond waveform portion for stimulating a stimula-
tion region of the patient.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein said second portion
of the stimulation pulse substantially cancels a
charge provided to the stimulation region by the first
portion of the stimulation pulse.

10. The device of any of claims 8-9, wherein said second
waveform portion is based on said first waveform
portion scaled in both amplitude and time

11. The device of any of claims 8-10, wherein said wave-
form generator determines said desired shape by
retrieving a stored waveform samples from a mem-
ory.

12. The device of any of claims 8-10, wherein said wave-
form generator determines said desired shape using

a mathematical function generated by a waveform
function generator.

13. The device of any of claims 8-12, further comprising
a time scaling circuit for inputting at least part of said
scaling factor into said waveform generator for scal-
ing a time width of said first waveform portion for
generating said second waveform portion.

14. The device of any of claims 8-13, further comprising
an amplitude scaling circuit for inputting at least part
of said scaling factor into said waveform generator
for scaling an amplitude of said first waveform portion
for generating said second waveform portion.
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