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(54) IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO MOUNTING A BLIND

(57)  There is provided a mount (10) for securing a
blind (102) to a window frame (2). The mount (10) com-
prises a support structure (12) for supporting a blind (102)
and a first mount member (14) that is operatively coupled
to the support structure (12). The mount (10) also com-
prises asecond mountmember (16). Thefirstand second
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mount members (14, 16) are releasably secured to one
another. The mount (10) further comprises a fastener
(18) that is operatively coupled to the second mount
member (16). The fastener (18) is configured to enable
attachment of the second mount member (16) to a sur-
face of a window frame (2).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a mount for securing a
blind to a window frame, a mount assembly including
such a mount, and a method of securing a blind to a
window frame.

[0002] It is known to use a blind to selectively cover a
window so as to prevent light from entering a room in
which the window is present. It is also known to use a
blind to selectively cover a window so as to provide pri-
vacy to a room in which the window is present.

[0003] A blind includes a blind substrate and an actu-
ator. The actuator, for example a blind cord, is operated
to move the blind substrate so as to selectively cover or
expose a window which lies behind the blind substrate.
The blind substrate may be vertical or horizontal slats,
or may instead be a single piece of fabric.

[0004] Asshownin Figure 1, awindow frame 2 defines
an opening to form a window 4. The window frame 2 may
include a head 6a, jambs 6b, a sill 6¢c and a sash 6d. The
window frame 2 also supports a pane of glass 8 which
covers the window 4. The window frame 2 may be part
of a wall (not shown) of a building or instead may be part
of a door (not shown).

[0005] According to afirst aspect of the invention there
is provided a mount for securing a blind to a window
frame, the mount comprising:

a support structure for supporting a blind, the support
structure including at least one frame member;
afirst mount member operatively coupled to the sup-
port structure;

a second mount member, wherein the first and sec-
ond mount members are releasably secured to one
another; and

a fastener operatively coupled to the second mount
member, the fastener being configured to enable at-
tachment of the second mount member to a surface
of a window frame.

[0006] It willbe understood that a frame member in the
context of the application is a member which in use fol-
lows an edge of awindow frame so as to provide a desired
appearance while at the same time providing an option
of attaching a blind thereto. Therefore the support struc-
ture including at least one frame member provides the
mount with such advantages.

[0007] More particularly, the support structure may in-
clude at least one primary frame member which in use
extends along a top edge of a window frame such that a
blind can be secured to the primary frame member along
its length. Thus the provision of such a primary frame
member provides the aforementioned desired appear-
ance while at the same time providing an elongate sur-
face for attachment of a blind along its length.

[0008] The support structure may also include a sec-
ondary frame member which in use extends down a side
edge of a window frame such that a blind can be secured
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atits end to the secondary frame member. The secondary
frame member therefore provides the aforementioned
desired appearance while at the same time providing a
surface for attachment of a blind at its end.

[0009] Meanwhile, the first and second mount mem-
bers being releasably secured to one another allows
ready attachment and detachment of the support struc-
ture, that is coupled to the first mount member, to and
from a window frame. Since the support structure sup-
ports a blind in use, the first and second mount members
being releasably secured to one another also allows
ready attachment and detachment of the blind to and
from a window frame. In this way installation of a blind
to a window frame is quick and easy. Moreover, the sup-
port structure can be detached from a window frame after
installation to allow for maintenance and repair, or to al-
low cleaning of the window and window frame.

[0010] In contrast, if the first and second mount mem-
bers are permanently secured to one another, the sup-
port structure that is coupled to the first mount member
is therefore also permanently secured to the second
mount member. The support structure cannot then be
easily separated from the second mount member to per-
mit maintenance or repair of the support structure or blind
which is supported by the support structure.

[0011] It will be understood that a fastener on its own
is capable of securing two or more parts of an assembly
to one another.

[0012] Providing a fastener permits ready attachment
of the second mount member to a window frame without
the need for additional components to enable such at-
tachment.

[0013] In contrast, omission of the fastener requires
the second mount member to be attached to a window
frame via other means of attachment that rely on, for
example, existing parts of the window frame. Such a
means of attachment may be an insert memberwhich is
inserted between a pane of glass and a beading or gasket
that extends around the perimeter of the pane of glass.
In this instance, the insert member requires a tight fit
between the pane of glass and the beading or gasket to
hold the insert member in place. However, the tight fit
may not always be available due to degradation of the
beading or gasket over time. Moreover, the insert mem-
ber may damage the pane of glass, or may rupture the
beading and/or gasket.

[0014] The mount may comprise:

a support structure for supporting a blind;

a plurality of first mount members operatively cou-
pled to the support structure;

a plurality of second mount members, wherein each
second mount member is releasably secured to a
respective one of the plurality of first mount mem-
bers; and

a plurality of fasteners, each fastener being opera-
tively coupled to a respective one of the plurality of
second mount members, each fastener being con-
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figured to enable attachment of the corresponding
second mount member to a surface of a window
frame.

[0015] Such anarrangement provides additional secu-
rity of a blind to the window frame.

[0016] Preferably the fastener is or includes an adhe-
sive layer, the adhesive layer being arranged to enable
attachment of the second mount member to a surface of
a window frame.

[0017] The adhesive layer provides attachment of the
second mount member to a surface of a window frame
without the need for additional components. The adhe-
sive layer also reduces the damage to a surface of a
window frame which might otherwise occur if the fastener
was instead in the form of, for example, one or more
screws.

[0018] Moreoverthe adhesive layer provides even and
secure attachment of the second mount member to a
surface of a window frame whilst being removable when
necessary, for example, by using an extraction solvent.
[0019] The adhesive layer may be formed on an at-
tachment surface of the second mount member.

[0020] Forming the adhesive layer on an attachment
surface of the second mount member provides a degree
of control over the area of the second mount member on
which the adhesive layer is formed. The size and/or
shape of the attachment surface can therefore be chosen
to suit a particular arrangement of the window frame.
[0021] Optionally the first mount member and the sup-
port structure are integrally coupled with one another.
[0022] Such an arrangement reduces the number of
parts of the mount, which can reduce the manufacturing
costs and also reduce the time taken to install the mount
to a window frame.

[0023] Preferably the first mount member is separate
from the support structure.

[0024] Having a first mount member that is separate
from the support structure means that the support struc-
ture and the first mount member can be repaired and
replaced individually in the event of damage to either of
the support structure and the first mount member.
[0025] The first and second mount members when re-
leasably secured to one another may be arranged to hold
atleast part of the support structure between the first and
second mount members.

[0026] Suchanarrangementpermitsthe supportstruc-
ture to be operatively coupled to the first mount member,
and hence secured to a window frame, without the need
for an additional securing means. Therefore the number
of components that are required to secure a blind to a
window frame is reduced.

[0027] In contrast, if the support structure is not held
between the first and second mount members, it would
instead be necessary to secure the support structure to
the first mount member by screws or an adhesive.
[0028] Inaddition,the firstand second mountmembers
being releasably secured to one another so as to hold
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the support structure between the first and second mount
members means that the support structure is releasable
from the first and second mount members. This provides
easy attachment and detachment of the support structure
from the first and second mount members, and therefore
the window frame, to allow for ready maintenance or re-
pair.

[0029] Optionally the support structure includes a plu-
rality of frame members, adjacent frame members being
securable to one another, wherein the first and second
mount members when releasably secured to one another
are arranged to hold at least two adjacent frame members
between the first and second mount members.

[0030] Forming the support structure to include a plu-
rality of frame members permits ready modification of the
size and/or shape of the support structure. As such, the
support structure can be constructed to fit different win-
dow frame configurations.

[0031] Moreover, the firstand second mount members
when releasably secured to one another being arranged
to hold at least two adjacent frame members between
the firstand second mount members permits the adjacent
frame members to be operatively coupled to the first
mount member, and hence secured to the window frame,
without the need for an additional securing means, such
as screws or an adhesive. The frame members are also
therefore releasable from the first and second mount
members which allows ready assembly and disassembly
of the frame members separately from the first and sec-
ond mount members.

[0032] Optionally the adjacent frame members may be
securable to one another to form a corner portion of the
support structure, and the first and second mount mem-
bers when releasably secured to one another are ar-
ranged to hold only the corner portion of the support struc-
ture.

[0033] The provision of adjacent frame members form-
ing a corner portion of the support structure means that
the support structure can be designed to correspond to
a corner of a window frame. For example, the support
structure may have four corners that correspond to four
corners of a window frame.

[0034] Meanwhile the provision of the first and second
mount members when releasably secured to one another
being arranged to hold only the corner portion of the sup-
port structure limits the proportion of the support structure
that is required to be held by the first and second mount
members. This reduces the amount of material required
to form the first and second mount members without ad-
versely affecting the ability of the first and second mount
members to hold the support structure. In addition this
also limits the area of the surface of the window frame
over which the fastener is required to be attached, since
the size of the fastener would be limited by the size of
the attachment surface formed on the second mount
member. This is desirable since any marks or damage
caused by the fastener to a surface of a window frame
can be minimised.
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[0035] This is particularly useful when the fastener is
an adhesive layer since the adhesive layer when re-
moved from a surface of a window frame, for example
by use of an extraction solvent, may leave residue marks
on the surface. By limiting the adhesive layer to an area
corresponding to a corner portion of the support struc-
ture, any residue marks left on the surface of the window
frame by the adhesive layer are not only reduced but also
concentrated in one small area of the window frame.
[0036] In contrast, if the first and second mount mem-
bers are not configured such that they when releasably
secured to one another are arranged to hold only the
corner portion of the support structure, it may be neces-
sary to use more adhesive to enable attachment of the
second mount member to the surface of the window
frame, and so it becomes more difficult to remove the
second mount member from a surface of a window frame.
For example, if the adhesive layer extends around the
whole perimeter of the support structure, it would be dif-
ficulttoremove the second mount member from a surface
of a window frame. Moreover, the possibility of leaving
residue marks on the surface of the window frame would
be increased due to the larger area of the surface of the
window frame that would be in contact with the adhesive
layer.

[0037] Optionally the support structure includes a
frame attachment member, the frame attachment mem-
ber being configured to secure adjacent frame members
to one another to form the corner portion of the support
structure.

[0038] Having aframe attachment member provides a
means of securing adjacent frame members to one an-
other without the need for the frame members them-
selves being specifically configured to enable such at-
tachment. In this way, manufacturing of the frame mem-
bers can be simplified.

[0039] Preferably the first and second mount members
include respective first and second attachment forma-
tions that are mutually engagable to permit the first and
second mount members to be releasably secured to one
another.

[0040] The first and second attachment formations
provide a means for securing the first and second mount
members to one another.

[0041] Optionally one of the first and second attach-
ment formations includes an aperture capable of receiv-
ing the other of the first and second attachment forma-
tions.

[0042] The use of the first and second attachment for-
mations including an aperture that can receive the other
of the first and second attachment formations provides
a means of releasably securing the first and second at-
tachment formations to one another. Optionally the first
attachment formation may be or may include a first
mounting post, wherein the second attachment formation
may be or may include a second mounting post, one of
the first and second mounting posts being shaped to re-
ceive the other of the first and second mounting posts.
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[0043] One ofthe firstand second mounting posts may
include an aperture configured to receive the other of the
first and second mounting posts.

[0044] The first and second mounting posts, one of
which includes an aperture, provide a secure and stable
means of releasably securing the first and second mount
members to one another. The first and second mounting
posts may form a friction fit or a push fit when in contact
with one another.

[0045] Preferably the support structure includes an ap-
erture configured to receive at least one of the first and
second attachment formations.

[0046] Such an arrangement permits ready attach-
ment of the support structure to a window frame via the
first and second mount members. Moreover the support
structure configured in this manner is releasable from the
first and second mount members, which provides easy
detachment of the support structure for maintenance or
repair of the support structure.

[0047] Optionally the mount may comprising a locking
member that is mutually engageable with each of the first
and second mount members to permit the first and sec-
ond mount members to be releasably secured to one
another.

[0048] The locking member provides a means for se-
curing the first and second mount members to one an-
other that is separately formed from the first and second
mount members.

[0049] The first mount member may include a cover
face. Providing a cover face improves the visual appear-
ance of the mount since the cover face can hide a part
of the support structure, the second mount member
and/or the fastener.

[0050] Optionally the mount further comprises:

a support mount member; and

a support fastener operatively coupled with the sup-
port mount member, the support fastener being con-
figured to enable attachment of the support mount
member to a surface of a window frame,

wherein the support mountmember is releasably se-
cured to the support structure.

[0051] The support mount member provides additional
support to the attachment of the support structure to a
surface of a window frame. This is particularly useful if
the window frame in which the mount is being installed
has a long width or height such that additional support is
required along the length and/or height of the support
structure.

[0052] In addition to the foregoing, the support mount
member being releasably secured to the support struc-
ture allows for ready attachment to and detachment from
the support structure. In this way, the support structure
can be modified to selectively include a support mount
member if required.

[0053] Preferably the support fastener is or includes
an adhesive layer, the adhesive layer being arranged to
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enable attachment of the support fastener to a surface
of a window frame.

[0054] The adhesive layer provides a means of attach-
ing the support fastener to a surface of a window frame
without the need for any additional components. Moreo-
ver the adhesive layer can be removed from the surface
of the window frame by using, for example, an extraction
solvent.

[0055] The adhesive layer also reduces the damage
to a surface of a window frame which might otherwise
occur if the fastener was instead in the form of one or
more Screws.

[0056] Optionally the adhesive layer of the support fas-
tener is formed on an attachment surface of the support
mount member.

[0057] Having an attachment surface on which the ad-
hesive layer is formed provides a degree of control over
the area of the adhesive layer that is formed on the sup-
port mount member.

[0058] According to second aspect of the invention
there is provided a mount assembly comprising:

a blind; and
a mount as herein described above,

wherein the support structure supports the blind.
[0059] Such an arrangement provides attachment of
the blind to a window frame.

[0060] Accordingtoathird aspectoftheinventionthere
is provided a method of securing a blind to a window
frame, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a support structure and a blind, the support
structure including at least one frame member, and
configuring the support structure to support the blind;
providing a first mount member operatively coupled
to the support structure;

providing a second mount member that is releasably
securable to the first mount member, and securing
the first and second mount members to one another;
providing a fastener operatively coupled to the sec-
ond mount member; and

attaching the second mount member to a surface of
a window frame via the fastener.

[0061] There now follows a brief description of pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, by way of non-lim-
iting examples, with reference being made to the follow-
ing drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows a schematic view of a window frame;
Figure 2 shows a schematic view of a mount accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the invention;

Figure 3 shows an exploded view of portion of the
mount shown in Figure 2;

Figure 4 shows a perspective view of a support
mount member;

Figure 5 shows a schematic view of a mount assem-
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bly according to a second embodiment of the inven-
tion, whereby the mount assembly is secured to a
window frame.

Figure 6 shows an exploded view of a portion of a
mount according to a third embodiment of the inven-
tion.

[0062] A mount according to a first embodiment of the
inventionis shownin Figure 2 and is designated generally
by reference numeral 10.

[0063] The first mount 10 comprises a support struc-
ture 12 and a first mount member 14 that is operatively
coupled to the support structure 12.

[0064] The first mount 10 further comprises a second
mount member 16 that is releasably secured to the first
mount member 14. The second mount member 16 has
afastener 18 operatively coupled therewith. The fastener
18 is configured to enable attachment of the second
mount member 16 to a surface of a window frame 2.
[0065] Inthe embodiment shown, the fastener 18 is an
adhesive layer 20 which is formed on an attachment sur-
face 22 of the second mount member 16. The adhesive
layer 20 also includes a protective layer (not shown)
which lies over the adhesive layer 20 so as to selectively
cover and expose the adhesive layer 20.

[0066] In other embodiments (not shown) the fastener
18 may be a screw, or may instead be a combination of
an adhesive layer and a screw.

[0067] Thefirstmountmember 14 is separately formed
from the support structure 12. However in other embod-
iments (not shown) the first mount member 14 and the
support structure 12 may be integrally coupled with one
another.

[0068] The first and second mount members 14, 16
when releasably secured to one another are arranged to
hold at least part of the support structure 12 between the
first and second mount members 14, 16.

[0069] The support structure 12 includes four frame
members 24. More particularly, the support structure 12
includes a primary frame member 24a which in use ex-
tends along a top edge of a window frame 2. The support
structure 12 also includes two secondary frame members
24b each of which, in use, extends down a side edge of
a window frame 2. Moreover, the support structure 12
includes a tertiary frame member 24c which in use ex-
tends along a bottom edge of a window frame 2.

[0070] Each frame member 24 includes two joining
portions 26 extending towards opposite ends of the re-
spective frame member 24. Adjacent pairs 28 of joining
portions 26 belonging to two separate frame members
24 are securable to one another to form four respective
corner portions 30 of the support structure 12.

[0071] The first and second mount members 14, 16
when releasably secured to one another are arranged to
hold only the corner portions 30 of the support structure
12.

[0072] Meanwhile the adjacent pairs 28 of joining por-
tions 26 are secured to one another via a respective
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frame attachment member 32. Each frame attachment
member 32 is received by a corresponding channel 34
that is formed in each frame member 24. Each frame
attachment member 32 is secured to the respective join-
ing portions 26 by screws 36. The attachment members
32 may instead be secured to respective joining portions
26 by another means such as an adhesive or by a snap fit.
[0073] Each frame attachment member 32 is a corner
bracket 38 which forms a respective one the four corner
portions 30 of the support structure 12. In other embod-
iments (not shown) the frame attachment members 32
may instead be two linear attachment members secured
to one another to form a corner bracket.

[0074] Infurther embodiments (not shown) the support
structure 12 may include fewer or more frame members
24. Moreover, the or each frame member 24 may form
less than four or more than four corner portions 30.
[0075] In still further embodiments (not shown) one or
more frame members 24 may be integrally formed with
a respective frame attachment member 32.

[0076] The second mount member 16 is in the form of
a corner mount member that corresponds a respective
corner portion 30 of the support structure 12. The attach-
ment surface 22, and corresponding adhesive layer 20,
of the second mount member 16 is therefore limited to
the area of the corner portion 30.

[0077] Inotherembodiments (notshown)the adhesive
layer 20 may extend beyond a respective corner portion
30 of the support structure 12. In further embodiments
(not shown) the second mount member 16 may have a
larger area than a respective corner portion 30 but may
include an attachment surface 22, and corresponding ad-
hesive layer 20, that is limited to the area of the corner
portion 30.

[0078] As shown in Figure 3, each of the first and sec-
ond mount members 14, 16 includes first and second
attachment formations 40, 42 that are mutually engaga-
ble to permit the first and second mount members 14, 16
to be releasably secured to one another.

[0079] The first attachment formation 40 includes an
aperture 44 that receives the second attachment forma-
tion 42. Moreover the support structure 12 includes an
aperture (not shown) that receives the first attachment
formation 40.

[0080] More particularly, the first attachment formation
40 is in the form of a first mounting post 46, and the
second attachment formation is in the form of a second
mounting post 48. The first mounting post 46 includes
the aperture 44 that receives the second mounting post
48.

[0081] The first mounting post 46 retains the second
mounting post 48 by a friction or push fit so as to releas-
ably secure the first and second mounting posts 46, 48
to one another.

[0082] The aperture of the support structure 12 is po-
sitioned in each corner portion 30 of the support structure
12. More specifically, the aperture of the support struc-
ture 12 is formed in each corner bracket 38.
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[0083] The aperture of the support structure 12 also
retains the firstmounting post 46 by a push fit or friction fit.
[0084] The first and second attachment formations 40,
42 may be releasably secured to one another via other
means, such as a snap fit connection. In other embodi-
ments (not shown) the second mounting post 48 may
include an aperture that receives the first mounting post
46.

[0085] In further embodiments (not shown) the aper-
ture of the support structure 12 may receive, but not re-
tain, the first mounting post 46.

[0086] The first mount member 14 includes a cover
face 50. The cover face 50 is sized to be large enough
to cover the exposed corner bracket 38 of the support
structure 12. The cover face 50 may be formed to match
the external appearance of the frame members 24.
[0087] Returning to Figure 2, the first mount 10 further
comprises a support mount member 52 and a support
fastener 54 that is operatively coupled to the support
mount member 52. The support mount member 52 is
releasably secured to the support structure 12.

[0088] The supportfastener 54 is an adhesive layer 56
thatis formed on an attachment surface 58 of the support
mount member 52. The adhesive layer 56 of the support
mount member 52 also includes a protective layer (not
shown) that lies over the adhesive layer 56. The protec-
tive layer can be removed so as to expose the adhesive
layer 56 of the support mount member 52.

[0089] As shown in more detail in Figure 4, the support
mount member 52 is releasably secured to the support
structure 12 by a protruding portion 60 of the support
mount member 52 being snap-fit to the channel 34 of a
corresponding frame member 24. The support mount
member 52 may instead be secured to the support struc-
ture 12 by another means such as screws or an adhesive.
[0090] A mount assembly according to a second em-
bodiment of the invention is shown in Figure 5 and is
designated generally by reference numeral 100.

[0091] The mount assembly 100 includes a plurality of
first mounts 10, each first mount 10 having the features
of the mount 10 of the first embodiment of the invention
as herein described above. As such identical reference
numerals are used to identify like features of the first
mounts 10.

[0092] The mount assembly 100 further includes a
blind 102 that is supported by the support structure 12.
The blind 102 may be secured to the support structure
12 by screws (not shown). The blind 102 is a roller blind
but may instead be, for example, a Roman blind, Vene-
tian blind, slat blind or vertical blind.

[0093] The mount assembly 100 shown in Figure 5 is
secured to a window frame 2 similar to that shown in
Figure 1, and identical reference numerals are used to
identify like features of the window frame 2.

[0094] More specifically, the mount assembly 100 is
secured to the sash 6d of the window frame 2. Alterna-
tively the mount assembly 100 may instead be secured
to the head 6a or one or more jambs 6b of the window
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frame 2.

[0095] The mount assembly 100 shown in Figure 5 is
capable of carrying approximately 50Kg. It is envisaged
that in other embodiments, the mount assembly may be
capable of carrying less or more than 50Kg.

[0096] In use, the blind 102 is secured to the window
frame 2 by firstly, arranging the four frame members 24
to form the support structure 12 which has four corner
portions 30. Adjacent frame members 24 are secured to
one another by attaching the corner brackets 38 to re-
spective adjacent pairs 28 of joining portions 26 belong-
ing to two separate frame members 24. The corner brack-
ets 38 are attached to each adjacent pair 28 of joining
portions 26 by one or more screws 36.

[0097] Each first mount member 14 is then operatively
coupled to the support structure 12 by inserting each first
mounting post 46 through the aperture of a respective
corner bracket 38. The aperture of the corner bracket 38
provides a friction fit of the first mounting post 46.
[0098] The blind 102 is secured along its length to the
primary frame member 24a. The blind 102 may addition-
ally be secured at its ends to two of the frame members
24 that lay opposite one another, i.e. to a corresponding
secondary frame member 24b. The blind 102 may be
secured to the corresponding frame members 24 by
screws.

[0099] Next, the second mount member 16 is secured
to the first mount member 14 by inserting the second
mounting post 48 into the first mounting post 46 and se-
curing the first and second mounting posts 46, 48 to one
another by a push or friction fit.

[0100] The protective layers are then removed from
each adhesive layer 20 of respective second mount
members 16 so as to expose each adhesive layer 20.
[0101] The mount assembly 100 is then secured to a
surface of the window frame 2 by pressing the exposed
adhesive layers 20 onto the surface of the window frame
2 atrespective corners of the window frame 2. The mount
assembly 100 is secured to a surface of the window frame
2 so that the primary frame member 24a extends along
a top edge of the window frame 2. Thus, each of the
secondary frame members 24b extends down a side
edge of the window frame 2 and the tertiary frame mem-
ber 24c extends along a bottom edge of the window frame
2.

[0102] Optionally, one or more support mount mem-
bers 52 are secured to one or more frame members 24.
The or each support mount member 52 is secured to the
or each frame member 24 by pushing the protruding por-
tion 60 into the channel 34 of the respective frame mem-
ber 24. The protective layer of the or each support mount
member 52 is removed to expose the adhesive layer 56
of the support fastener 54. The or each adhesive layer
56 is also pressed onto a surface of the window frame 2
when the mount assembly 100 is being secured to the
window frame 2.

[0103] Inthe eventthat arepair mustbe carried out on
one or more components of the mount assembly 100,
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the blind 102 can be removed from the window frame 2.
[0104] Such removal is carried out by detaching each
first mount member 14 from respective second mount
members 16 by applying enough force to each first mount
member 14 to release the second mounting posts 48
from the friction fit provided by the aperture 44 of the
respective first mounting posts 46.

[0105] Once detached, each first mount member 14
can be pulled away from the second mount member 16
with the support structure 12 still attached to the first
mount members 14.

[0106] The blind 102 can then be removed from the
support structure 12 in the normal way, e.g. by unfasten-
ing the screws, and the blind 102 can subsequently be
repaired or replaced. Removal of the blind also allows
for cleaning of the window and/or window frame to be
carried out.

[0107] Each first mount member 14 may also be re-
moved from adjacent frame members 24 by applying
enough force to overcome the friction fit provided by the
aperture of the corner bracket 38 to the first mounting
post 46.

[0108] Once detached, the frame members 24, corner
brackets 38 and/or first mount member 14 can also be
repaired or replaced.

[0109] The second mount members 16 will remain se-
cured to respective corners of the window frame 2. Since
the second mount members 16 are corner mount mem-
bers, the area of the window frame 2 which they obstruct
is limited to the corners of the window frame 2.

[0110] If, however, there is a need for the second
mountmembers 16 to be removed from the window frame
2 this can be done by applying an extraction solvent, such
as a white spirit, to the attachment surface 22 of the sec-
ond mount members 16 and subsequently peeling the
adhesive layer 20 away from the window frame 2.
[0111] Anexploded view of a portion of a second mount
according to a third embodiment of the invention is shown
in Figure 6 and is designated generally by reference nu-
meral 200.

[0112] The second mount 200 shares features of the
first mount 10 and identical features share the same ref-
erence numerals.

[0113] The second mount 200 differs from the first
mount 10 in that it includes a locking member 202. The
locking member 202 includes first and second locking
portions 204, 206 each of which has a different cross-
sectional shape.

[0114] In particular, the first locking portion 204 has a
circular cross-sectional shape while the second locking
portion 206 has a rectangular cross-sectional shape. The
first locking portion 204 includes a slit 205 formed on a
surface thereof.

[0115] Each of the first and second mount members
14, 16 includes an aperture corresponding to the cross-
sectional shape of at least one of the first and second
locking portions 204, 206 so as to receive the locking
member 202 in use.
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[0116] Inthe embodimentshown, the first mount mem-
ber 14 includes an aperture 210 that corresponds to the
cross-sectional shape of both of the firstand second lock-
ing portions 204, 206 so as to receive both the first and
second locking portions 204, 206 in use. In the embodi-
ment shown, the aperture 210 is a combination of a hole
and slot which is open at an edge of the first mount mem-
ber 14. Meanwhile, the second mount member 16 in-
cludes a slot 208 that corresponds to the rectangular
cross-sectional shape of the second locking portion 206.
[0117] In this embodiment, the frame attachment
member 32 is integrally formed with the second mount
member 14. Moreover, the frame attachment member
32 portion of the second mount member 14 slidably re-
ceives respective frame members 24.

[0118] In use, a blind 102 is secured to the window
frame 2 via use of the mount assembly 100 as described
hereinabove. Construction of the mount assembly 100
which includes the second mount 200 differs from con-
struction of the mount assembly 100 which includes the
first mount 10 in the following manner.

[0119] Each first mount member 14 is operatively cou-
pled to a respective second mount member 16 by firstly
inserting the second locking portion 206 into the aperture
210 formed in the first mount member 14. By inserting
the second locking portion 206 into the aperture 210, the
first locking portion 204 is also inserted into the aperture
210 and locates within the hole portion of the aperture
210.

[0120] Subsequently, the second locking portion 206
is inserted into the slot 208 formed in the second mount
member 16 such that the second locking portion 206 pro-
trudes from the attachment surface 22 of the second
mount member 16.

[0121] The second locking portion 206 is then rotated,
preferably by 90°, so that the rectangular cross-sectional
shape of the second locking portion 206 is no longer in
register with the slot 208 of the second mount member
16. In this way, the locking member 202 secures the first
and second mount members 14, 16 to one another and
to the support structure 12.

[0122] A separate cover face 50 can then be attached
to the support structure 12 so as to cover the first and
second mount members 14, 16. In this embodiment, the
cover face 50 is attached to the first mount member 14
via a push fit.

[0123] Removal of the support structure 12 from the
mountassembly 100 is carried out by detaching the cover
face 50 from the first mount member 14 by applying
enough force to the cover face 50 to release it from the
push fit.

[0124] Once detached, the slit 205 of the locking mem-
ber 202 is exposed. A tool, such as a screw driver, is
inserted into the slit 205 so as to grip the locking member
202. The locking member is then rotated until the second
locking portion 206 is in register with the slot 208 of the
second mount member 16.

[0125] The locking member 202 is then pulled away
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from the firstmountmember 14 so that the second locking
portion 206 passes through the slot 208 of the second
mount member 16 and the aperture 210 of the first mount
member 14 until it is free from the first mount member 14.
[0126] The first mount member 14, together with the
frame members 24 and the blind 102 secured thereto,
can then be removed from the second mount member
16 so as to be repaired and/or replaced.

Claims

1. A mount for securing a blind to a window frame, the
mount comprising:

a support structure for supporting a blind, the
support structure including at least one frame
member;

a first mount member operatively coupled to the
support structure;

a second mount member, wherein the first and
second mount members are releasably secured
to one another; and

a fastener operatively coupled to the second
mount member, the fastener being configured
toenable attachment of the second mount mem-
ber to a surface of a window frame.

2. A mount according to Claim 1 wherein the fastener
is or includes an adhesive layer, the adhesive layer
being arranged to enable attachment of the second
mount member to a surface of a window frame.

3. A mount according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein
the first mount member and the support structure are
integrally coupled with one another.

4. A mount according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein
the first mount member is separate from the support
structure.

5. A mount according to Claim 4 wherein the first and
second mount members when releasably secured
to one another are arranged to hold at least part of
the support structure between the first and second
mount members.

6. A mount according to Claim 5 wherein the support
structure includes a plurality of frame members, ad-
jacent frame members being securable to one an-
other, wherein the first and second mount members
when releasably secured to one another are ar-
ranged to hold at least two adjacent frame members
between the first and second mount members.

7. A mount according to Claim 6 wherein the adjacent
frame members are securable to one another to form
a corner portion of the support structure, and the first
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and second mount members when releasably se-
cured to one another are arranged to hold only the
corner portion of the support structure.

A mount according to Claim 7 wherein the support
structure includes a frame attachment member, the
frame attachment member being configured to se-
cure adjacent frame members to one another to form
the corner portion of the support structure.

A mount according to any preceding claim wherein
the first and second mount members include respec-
tive first and second attachment formations that are
mutually engagable to permit the first and second
mount members to be releasably secured to one an-
other.

A mount according to Claim 9 wherein one of the
first and second attachment formations includes an
aperture configured to receive the other of the first
and second attachment formations.

A mount according to any one of Claims 1 to 8 further
comprising a locking member that is mutually en-
gageable with each of the first and second mount
members to permit the first and second mount mem-
bers to be releasably secured to one another.

A mount according to any preceding claim further
comprising:

a support mount member; and

a support fastener operatively coupled with the
support mount member, the support fastener
being configured to enable attachment of the
support mount member to a surface of a window
frame,

wherein the support mount member is releasa-
bly secured to the support structure.

A mount according to Claim 12 wherein the support
fastener is or includes an adhesive layer, the adhe-
sive layer being arranged to enable attachment of
the support mount member to a surface of a window
frame.

A mount assembly comprising:

a blind; and
a mount according to any preceding claim,

wherein the support structure supports the blind.

A method of securing a blind to a window frame, the
method comprising the steps of:

providing a support structure and a blind, the
support structure including at least one frame
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member, and configuring the support structure
to support the blind;

providing a first mount member operatively cou-
pled to the support structure;

providing a second mount member that is re-
leasably securable to the first mount member,
and securing the first and second mount mem-
bers to one another;

providing a fastener operatively coupled to the
second mount member; and

attaching the second mount member to a sur-
face of a window frame via the fastener.
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