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Description

Field

[0001] This invention relates generally to electrical
measurement apparatus and methods, and more partic-
ularly to alternating current measurement apparatus and
methods.

Background

[0002] Electric heating elements are used for a number
of industrial equipment applications including ovens, fur-
naces, heat sealers, etc. For some industrial processes
it is important to be able to accurately control the chamber
temperature of the equipment, which can be accom-
plished by precisely controlling the electric power applied
to the heating elements. For example, SCR power con-
trollers are commonly used for such a purpose.
[0003] A SCR power controller uses a silicon controlled
rectifier (SCR) or "thyristor" to turn on and off the power
applied to the heating elements(s). A SCR is a semicon-
ductor device with at least four layers of alternating N-
type and P-type materials which acts as a bistable switch.
An SCR conducts when it is forward biased and does not
conduct when it is reverse biased.
[0004] A zero-crossing switched (zero-switched or
burst-fired) SCR power controller works by triggering at
the moment when the value of an alternating current (AC)
sine wave is at the baseline or "zero" voltage point. The
power can be controlled by controlling the number of cy-
cles "ON" to the number of cycles "OFF." The output will
vary from a few cycles ON and a large number of cycles
OFF at low input, through half the cycles ON and half
OFF at half input, to all cycles ON at maximum input.
[0005] Fig. 1 illustrates a first example of a burst-fired
current 10. In this example, there is a single AC cycle in
a period when the current is ON and then a subsequent
period when the current is OFF. The ON and OFF peri-
ods, in this example, define a burst-fired current cycle
("CYCLE"), and one or more burst-fired current cycles
can create a pattern. The power output is equal to
PMAX*ON/CYCLE, where PMAX is the maximum power
that can be provided to the heating element. The ratio
"ON/CYCLE", which ranges from zero to one, is often
referred as the "duty cycle."
[0006] Fig. 2 illustrates another example of a burst-
fired current 12. Unlike the example of Fig. 1, in this ex-
ample the ON period includes multiple AC cycles. Also,
in this example, the burst-fired current cycle (comprising
the ON period and the OFF period) and burst-fired current
pattern are indicated to be the same, although in other
embodiments the burst-fired current pattern may be more
than one burst-fired current cycle. Again, the power out-
put is proportional to the ratio PMAX*ON/CYCLE, where
PMAX is the maximum power that can be provided to the
heating element.
[0007] Fig. 3 illustrates an industrial control apparatus

14 including an SCR power controller 16 and a heating
element 18. Typically, a power source 20, such as a sin-
gle-phase line power source in the range of 100 - 240
AC volts is used. The SCR power controller 16 coverts
the AC current provided by power source 20 (typically
60Hz in the U.S.) into a burst-fired current 22 to control
the power applied to the heating element 18 and, there-
fore, the chamber temperature of the equipment with
which it is associated. The SCR power controller can be
controlled manually or by a feedback loop (e.g. from a
control mechanism using a temperature sensor).
[0008] Problems can be encountered with certain
forms of feedback. For example, temperature sensors
can have time-lag delay and can degrade and/or fail over
time preventing the desired precise temperature control
of industrial equipment. A more direct way of measuring
the power consumed by the heating element is desirable.
[0009] For the purposes of determining power con-
sumption, a heating element of an industrial oven or the
like can be modeled as a simple resistor because the
reactive components of the power usage are relatively
small. If the AC current is continuous, this model allows
a calculation of the average power dissipated by the heat-
ing element as Pavg = (VRMS)2/R, where VRMS is the root-
mean-square (RMS) of the voltage and R is the resist-
ance of the heating element. However, this will not give
a true RMS value for burst-fired currents.
[0010] For industrial process control instruments, an-
alog 4-20 and 10-50 mA current loops are often used.
For example, with a 4-20 mA current loop, 4 mA repre-
sents the lowest end of the range and 20 mA is the highest
end of the range. A key advantage of a current loop is
that the accuracy of the signal is not affected by voltage
drops in the interconnecting wiring and that the loop can
provide operating current to the device.
[0011] Document US 2005/051524 A1 discloses an
electric arc welder including a high switching speed in-
verter power source for creating an arc voltage and arc
current between an electrode and a workpiece. The arc
voltage is regulated to provide a voltage with a slope by
using an error circuit to create an error output and having
a first input with a signal representing the set voltage and
a second input representing the sum of the actual arc
voltage and the actual arc current multiplied by a slope
constant. A DSP program reduces the error output by
adjusting the voltage output of the inverter power source
to change the actual arc voltage. The slope constant is
in the range of 0-10%.
[0012] Document US 6,516,279 B1 discloses a tech-
nique for computing RMS values for sampled RMS wave-
forms.
[0013] Document US 5,497,332 A discloses an appa-
ratus for metering and monitoring AC generators.

Summary

[0014] In an embodiment, set forth by way of example
and not limitation, an apparatus for measuring RMS val-
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ues of burst-fired currents includes a current sensor hav-
ing a signal output, an analog-to-digital (A/D) converter
coupled to the signal output of the current sensor, a digital
processor coupled to an output of the A/D converter, and
a digital memory coupled to the digital processor includ-
ing code segments executable on the digital processor.
In this example embodiment, the code segments imple-
ment the process of: a) initially sampling the output of
the A/D converter; b) determining from the initial sampling
a burst-fired current pattern; c) sampling the output of
the A/D converter N times within a burst-fired current pat-
tern to provide N samples, wherein the burst-fired current
pattern includes at least one alternating current (AC) cur-
rent-on period and at least one AC current-off period; and
d) calculating an RMS value from the N samples.
[0015] In an embodiment, set forth by way of example
and not limitation, a method for measuring RMS values
of burst-fired currents includes: a) initially sampling a
burst-fired current signal; b) determining from the initial
sampling a burst-fired current pattern; c) sampling the
burst-fired current signals N times within a burst-fired cur-
rent pattern to provide N samples, wherein the burst-fired
current pattern includes an alternating current (AC) cur-
rent-on period and an AC current-off period; and d) cal-
culating an RMS value from the N samples.
[0016] An advantage for certain example embodi-
ments is that true RMS values can be obtained for burst-
fired currents developed by SCR power controllers.
These RMS values can be used by feedback mecha-
nisms to accurately control the power output of SCR pow-
er controllers and, therefore, precisely control the heat
generated by heating elements of industrial equipment.
[0017] These and other embodiments, features and
advantages will become apparent to those of skill in the
art upon a reading of the following descriptions and a
study of the several figures of the drawing.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0018] Several example embodiments will now be de-
scribed with reference to the drawings, wherein like com-
ponents are provided with like reference numerals. The
example embodiments are intended to illustrate, but not
to limit, the invention. The drawings include the following
figures:

Fig. 1 is a graph of a first example of burst-fired cur-
rent;

Fig. 2 is a graph of a second example of burst-fired
current;

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a conventional
SCR power controller for a heating element;

Fig. 4 is a block diagram of an example apparatus
for measuring RMS values of burst-fired currents;

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of an example processor
of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a flow diagram of a first example method for
measuring RMS values of burst-fired currents;

Fig. 7 is a flow diagram of a first example method for
detecting a beginning of a burst;

Fig. 8 is a flow diagram of a second example method
for detecting a beginning of a burst;

Fig. 9 is a graph of a third example burst-fired current;

Fig. 10 is a flow diagram of a second example meth-
od for measuring RMS values of burst-fired currents;

Fig. 11 is a flow diagram of an example timing proc-
ess of Fig. 10;

Fig. 12 is a flow diagram of an example OnDuty-
Count++ process of Fig. 11;

Fig. 13 is a flow diagram of an example OffDuty-
Count++ process of Fig. 11;

Fig. 14 is a flow diagram of an example integration
process of Fig. 10; and

Fig. 15 is a flow diagram of an example Background
Process of Fig. 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODI-
MENTS

[0019] FIGS. 1-3 were described with respect to the
prior art. FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating, by way of
example and not limitation, an apparatus 24 for measur-
ing RMS values of burst-fired currents that includes a
current sensor 26, a signal conditioner 28, an analog-to-
digital (A/D) converter 30, a processor 32, a digital-to-
analog (D/A) converter 34 and an amplifier 36. A power
wire 38 carrying a burst-fired current 40 is shown passing
through the current sensor 26.
[0020] The current sensor 26 can, by way of non-lim-
iting example, include an induction coil comprising a wire
42 wrapped around a core 44. Inductive current sensor
apparatus are well known to those of skill in the art. For
example, in U.S. Pat. No. 6,566,855 of Nguyen et al., a
device to measure current magnitude in a conductor cou-
pled to an electrical device is disclosed. It will be appre-
ciated by those of skill in the art that an inductive sensor
is just one type of current sensor and that other types of
sensors, such as Hall-Effect sensors, can also be used
to measure current.
[0021] In this example, a burst-fired current signal that
is representative of the burst-fired current 40 is induced
upon the induction coil comprising wire 42 and core 44.
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This burst-fired current signal at the output of the current
sensor 26 is coupled to a signal conditioner 28 which
conditions and amplifies the burst-fired current signal. An
analog output of the signal conditioner 28 is then con-
verted into a digital form by an analog-to-digital (A/D)
converter 30. A processor 32 processes the digital output
of A/D converter 30 and provides a digital output repre-
sentative of the RMS value of the burst-fired current 40
that is converted into analog form by a digital-to-analog
converter 34. The analog output of D/A converter 34 is
then amplified by amplifier 36 to provide an analog output
signal representative of the RMS value of the burst-fired
current 40. A controller (not shown) can use this RMS
value to determine the true RMS power that is being pro-
vided through the wire 38 to, for example a heating ele-
ment.
[0022] In this example embodiment, it is preferred that
the output of amplifier 36 conforms to an analog loop
standard, such as an analog 4-20 or 10-50 mA current
loop standard. Alternatively, the output of amplifier 36
can conform to other communication protocols, including
wireless and digital protocols. Also, the D/A converter
and/or amplifier 36 may be omitted in certain example
embodiments. For example, the digital output of the proc-
essor 32 may be communicated to, for example, a con-
troller either digitally or in analog form by a number of
different protocols.
[0023] Fig. 5 is a block diagram of an example proc-
essor 32’ including a central processing unit (CPU) 46,
random access memory (RAM) 48, read-only memory
(ROM) 50, flash memory 52, an I/O 54 coupled to A/D
converter 30 (see, Fig. 4), an I/O 56 coupled to D/A con-
verter 56 (see, Fig. 4), and other I/O 58. The types and
number of memory and I/O circuits are set forth by way
of example and not limitation, as will be appreciated by
those of ordinary skill in the art.
[0024] Processor 32’ of Fig. 5 is illustrated, by way of
example and not limitation, as a type of microprocessor
or microcontroller that is available from a number of
sources. For example, an 8-pin flash microcontroller from
Microchip Technology, Inc., part number PIC12(L)F1840
has been found to be suitable. As will be appreciated by
those of skill in the art, however, other forms of processor
32 are also suitable for certain applications. For example,
the functionality of processor 32 may be implemented as
a state machine, in discrete logic, or otherwise.
[0025] In the example of Fig. 5, the processor 32’ in-
cludes digital memory (e.g.. memories 48, 50, 52) that
includes code segments (sometimes referred to as ma-
chine code) that are executable on the CPU 46. These
code segments provide for a number of housekeeping
and other functions including the measurement of RMS
values of burst-fired current. These functions include: a)
initially sampling the output of the A/D converter 30; b)
determining from the initial sampling a burst-fired current
pattern; c) sampling the output of the A/D converter 30
N times beginning at a start of a burst-fired current pattern
to provide N samples, wherein the burst-fired current pat-

tern includes at least one AC current-on period and at
least one AC current-off period; and d) calculating an
RMS value from the N samples.
[0026] It will be appreciated by those of skill in the art
that there are a number of methods available to imple-
ment the functions set forth above. The following detailed
examples are therefore not to be considered limitations
on the methodologies available for implementing the
method and apparatus of the various embodiments de-
scribed herein.

Example 1

[0027] Fig. 6 illustrates, by way of example and not
limitation, a method 60 for measuring RMS values of
burst-fired currents. This method can be implemented by
the aforementioned code segments stored in digital
memory coupled to the processor 46 of Fig. 5. Alterna-
tively, the method can be implemented in other manners,
e.g.. by a state machine or by discrete logic.
[0028] The example method 60 begins at 62 and, in
an operation 64, it is determined if the beginning of a
burst-fired current cycle is detected. If so, an operation
66 initializes variables J, SUM and N. Next, in an oper-
ation 68, the variable N is incremented in an operation
68 and a sample "X" is taken in an operation 70. Next,
in an operation 72, it is determined if the beginning of a
burst-fired current cycle is detected and, if not, the value
of SUM is increased by the square of the sample X, e.g..
SUM = SUM + X2. Then, in a decision operation it is
determined if the number N of samples that have been
taken have exceeded a maximum MAX to detect a "time-
out" condition. If not, operational control loops back to
operation 68 and another sample is taken. If operation
76 determines that there is a timeout (e.g.. N = MAX),
then N is incremented by operation 78 and operational
80 calculates the Jth RMS value: 

[0029] Operation 80 is also triggered if a beginning of
a burst is detected by operation 72. Thereafter, the var-
iable SUM is set to X2, the variable N is initialized to 1,
and the variable J is incremented by 1 before control is
returned to operation 68.
[0030] Fig. 7 is an illustration, set forth by way of ex-
ample and not limitation, of operation 64’ of Fig. 6. Ex-
ample operation 64’ begins at 88 and, in an operation
90, a sample "X" is taken. If X = 0 then a second sample
"X" is taken in operation 94. Operation 96 then deter-
mines if the second sample X = 0 and, if so, a third sample
"X’ is taken in operation 98. If an operation 100 deter-
mines that the third sample X = 0, then it can be concluded
that the burst-fired current cycle is in a current-off period
(e.g.. three successive samples indicate zero current). If
any of the decision operations 92, 96 or 100 determine
the sample "X" is not equal to zero, the process returns
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to operation 90.
[0031] Once it is determined that the burst-fred current
cycle being sampled is in a current-off period, an opera-
tion 102 obtains another sample "X." Decision operation
104 then determines if this new sample "X" is equal to
zero and, if so, loops back to operation 102 to take a new
sample "X." The loop of operations 102 and 104 contin-
ues until sample X is not equal to zero, at which time it
is determined in an operation 106 that the beginning of
a new burst-fired current cycle has been detected. The
process 64’ is then considered to be completed at 108.
[0032] Figure 8 is an illustration, set forth by way of
example and not limitation, of an operation 72’ of Fig. 6.
Example operation 72’ begins at 110 and then, in an op-
eration 112, it sample (X) is stored in an array X(N). Next,
in an operation 114, it is determined whether N ≥ 4. If so,
stored samples X(N-1), X(N-2) and X(N-3) are each
squared, summed and compared to zero in an operation
116. If they are equal to zero, it can be assumed that the
burst-fired current cycle is in a current-off period. If op-
eration 118 then determines that the current sample X is
zero, it can be concluded in an operation 120 that the
beginning of a new burst-fired current cycle is not detect-
ed. However, if operation 118 determines that the current
sample X is not equal to zero, after three previous zero
samples, it can be concluded in an operation 122 that
the beginning of a new burst-fired current cycle has been
detected. The process of operation 71’ is then concluded
at 124.
[0033] Fig. 9 helps illustrate the example processes of
Figs. 6-8. In Fig. 7, a number of sample points N are
shown with respect to a burst-fired current 126. The burst-
fired current has a first burst-fired current cycle starting
at Cl (during which J=1), and 17 samples X {0, 1, ... 16}
are taken during this sample. Of course, this low sample
rate is for the purpose of illustration, where the actual
sample rate will be at least an order of magnitude greater
than the frequency of the burst-fired current 16. For ex-
ample, for 60 Hz currents, the sample rates are preferably
at least in the kilohertz range. In this example, the AC
current-on period is shown at t1 and the current-off period
is shown as t2. A second burst-fired current cycle C2
(during which J=2) results in a resetting of the variable N.

Example 2

[0034] Fig. 10 illustrates, a second non-limiting exam-
ple method 128 for measuring RMS values of burst-fired
currents. This method can be implemented by the afore-
mentioned code segments stored in digital memory cou-
pled to the processor 46 of Fig. 5. Alternatively, the meth-
od can be implemented in other manners, e.g. by a state
machine or by discrete logic.
[0035] The method 128 begins at 130 with the start of
a Background Process 132. In this non-limiting example,
the Background Process 132 operates continuously until
interrupted by signals or "triggers" generated at regular
intervals by, for example, the processor 46 internal clock.

Should an interrupt trigger occur, Background Process
132 is suspended and an Interrupt Service Routine (ISR)
or "Foreground Process" 134 is initiated. Once the Fore-
ground Process 134 is completed, process control is re-
turned to the Background Process 132 and the suspen-
sion of the Background Process is removed. The oper-
ation of the Background Process 132 will be discussed
in greater detail with reference to Fig. 15.
[0036] It will be appreciated that the Background Proc-
ess 132 will continue until interrupted, at which time it will
be suspended. By "suspended" it is meant that the state
of the Background Process (including all necessary var-
iables, parameters and states) will be maintained even
though the process 132 will cease to execute. After the
completion (or "service") of the Foreground Process 134,
the Background Process 132 will again start to execute
from the point where it was suspended.
[0037] As will be appreciated from the following de-
scriptions, much of the "work" of method 128 is performed
by the Foreground Process 134. The Foreground Proc-
ess 134 includes reading the A/D value from, for example,
A/D converter 30 of Fig. 4, in an operation 136. The var-
iable Energy is calculated in operation 138 as the square
of the A/D value determined in the previous operation.
Next, in an operation 140, a Timing Process is initiated.
The operation 140 of the Timing Process will be dis-
cussed in greater detail with reference to Figs. 11-13.
Then, in an operation 142, an Integration Process is in-
itiated. The operation 142 of the Integration process will
be discussed in greater detail with respect to Fig. 14.
[0038] In Fig. 11, an operation 140’, set forth by way
of example but not limitation, of a Timing Process oper-
ation 140 of Fig. 10 is illustrated. The Timing Process
begins at 144 and, in an operation 146, a variable "Coun-
ter" is incremented by 1 (as indicated by "Counter++).
Next, in an operation 148, it is determined whether the
DutyState is ON or OFF. If the duty state is OFF, that is
an indication that the signal level from, for example, the
signal conditioner 28 of Fig. 4, is zero or near zero. If the
duty state is ON, that is an indication that the signal level
at, for example, signal conditioner 28 of Fig. 4 is non-zero.
[0039] In this example, if the DutyState is OFF (e.g.
there is no signal), an operation 150 determines whether
the variable Energy is greater than LowEnergy (which
can be, for example, a predetermined constant). If not,
an OffDutyCount++ Process is initiated in an operation
152. The OffDutyCount++ Process will be described in
greater detail with reference to Fig. 13. After operation
152 is completed, the Timing Process ends at 154.
[0040] If operation 150 determines that Energy > Lo-
wEnergy, an operation 156 sets DutyState to ON. Next,
in a decision operation 158, it is determined whether Peri-
odValidCount > 1. If not, a period has not been verified
and an operation 160 increments PeriodValidCount by 1
(as indicated by PeriodValidCount++) and multiplies
PendPeriodTime by 2. Next, in an operation 162, OnDu-
tyCount is set to 1 and the process is completed at 154.
If, in operation 158, it is determined that PeriodValid-
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Count is greater than one (e.g. a period has been veri-
fied), an operation 164 sets IntegrationFlag = 1 and cal-
culates PendPeriodTime as the sum of OnDutyCount
and OffDutyCount. Next, operation 162 (described
above) is performed and the process is completed at 154.
[0041] If, in operation 148, it is determined that the Du-
tyState in ON (e.g. there is a signal), a decision operation
168 determines if Energy ≤ LowEnergy. By way of non-
limiting example, this can be determined when LowSig-
nalCount > 4, where it is arbitrarily decided that an
ON/OFF transition must be verified for over at least 5
interrupts. In other embodiments, other parameters may
be used. In this example, if LowSignalCount is greater
than 4, then an operation 170 sets LowSignalCount to
zero, Off_Duty_Count to 5, On_Duty-Count to -4, DutyS-
tate to OFF, and OffDutyCount to 1 and the process is
completed at 154. If decision operation 168 determines
that Energy > LowEnergy (e.g. that LowSignalCount ≤
4), an operation 172 increments LowSignalCount (as in-
dicated by LowSignalCount++). The combination of op-
erations 168 and 172 signifies that there are four con-
secutive low signal counts to qualify a true "low signal"
condition, in this non-limiting example. Next, in an oper-
ation 174, an OnDutyCount++ Process is initiated. On-
DutyCount++ will be discussed in greater detail with re-
spect to Fig. 12. The process is then complete at 154.
[0042] In Fig. 12, an operation 174’, set forth by way
of example but not limitation, of an OnDutyCount++ Proc-
ess of Fig. 11 is illustrated. The OnDutyCount++ Process
begins at 176 and, in an operation 178, it is determined
whether OnDutyCount > MAX (which, again, can be a
predetermined constant in some examples). If so, an op-
eration 180 sets PendPeriodTime to DEFAULT, OnDu-
tyCount to 1, and PeriodValidCount to 1. The process is
then complete at 182. If, however, operation 178 deter-
mines that OnDutyCount ≤ MAX, an operation 184 de-
termines if OnDutyCount > PendPeriodTime. If not, op-
eration 186 increments OnDutyCount (as indicated by
OnDutyCount++). If so, operation 188 sets Integration-
Flag, OnDutyCount, OffDutyCount and PeriodValid-
Count to 1. After performing either of operations 186 or
188 the process is completed at 182.
[0043] In Fig. 13, an operation 152’, set forth by way
of example but not limitation, of an OffDutyCount++ Proc-
ess of Fig. 11 is illustrated. The OffDutyCount++ Process
begins at 190 and, in an operation 192, it is determined
whether OffDutyCount > MAX. If so, an operation 194
sets PendPeriodTime to DEFAULT, OffDutyCount to 1,
and PeriodValidCount to 1. The process is then complete
at 196. If, however, operation 192 determines that OffDu-
tyCount ≤ MAX, an operation 198 determines if OffDuty-
Count > PendPeriodTime. If not, operation 200 incre-
ments OffDutyCount (as indicated by OffDutyCount++).
If so, operation 202 sets IntegrationFlag, OnDutyCount,
OffDutyCount and PeriodValidCount to 1. After perform-
ing either of operations 200 or 202 the process is com-
pleted at 196.
[0044] In Fig. 14, an operation 142’, set forth by way

of example but not limitation, of an Integration Process
of Fig. 10 is illustrated. The Integration Process begins
at 204 and, in a decision step 206, it is determined wheth-
er both Counter > PendPeriodTime and IntegrationFlag
= 1. If so, an operation 208 sets IntegrationFlag and
Counter to 0, Integration_Completed_Flag to 1, and Peri-
odTime to PendPeriodTime as controls for the Back-
ground Process (e.g. Integration_Completed_Flag = 1
allows the Background Process to start its calculations
using PeriodTime). Next, in an operation 210, a copy of
Sq_Sum (e.g. Copy <= Sq_Sum) is made for Background
Process 132 and, in an operation 212, Sq_Sum is set to
0. PWM is output in an operation 214 to provide a D/A
conversion, In an operation 216, Sq_Sum is increased
by Energy, and the process is completed at 218. If in
decision step 206 is was determined that either Counter
≤ PendPeriodTime or IntegrationFlag ≠ 1, or both, then
process control is transferred directly to operation 216
before the process is completed at 218.
[0045] In Fig. 15, an operation 132’, set forth by way
of example but not limitation, of a Background Process
of Fig. 10 is illustrated. The Background Process begins
at 220 and, in an decision step 222, it is determined if
the Integration_Completed_Flag = 1. If so, operation 224
sets Integration_Completed_Flag to 0 and an operation
226 calculates Mean_Sq Sq_Sum/Period_Time. An op-
eration 228 calculates RMS as the square root of
Mean_Sq, and PWM is set as RMS in an operation 230
before operational control returns to operation 222.
[0046] It will therefore be appreciated that, in this ex-
ample, the Background Process is essentially in an idle
state until the Foreground Process indicates that the in-
tegration is complete (e.g. Integration_Completed_Flag
= 1). By way of non-limiting examples, the interrupt sig-
nals may occur every 1.2 milliseconds and the integration
may be complete after 100 interrupts (e.g. about
every .12 seconds). After the integration is completed,
the Background Process completes the RMS calculation
and uses that as a PWM output for D/A purposes.

Example 3

[0047] It will therefore be appreciated that a process
for measuring RMS values of a burst-fired currents, set
forth by way of example and not limitation, includes: a)
initially sampling a burst-fired current signal; b) determin-
ing from the initial sampling a burst-fired current pattern;
c) sampling the burst-fired current signals N times within
a burst-fired current pattern to provide N samples, where-
in the burst-fired current pattern includes an alternating
current (AC) current-on period and an AC current-off pe-
riod; and d) calculating an RMS value from the N sam-
ples.
[0048] In this third example embodiment, the N sam-
ples are N voltage level samples includes {v1, v2, ... vN}
and the RMS value is an RMS voltage value VRMS is
calculated as: 
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One or more calculated VRMS can be stored in digital
memory, and an average VRMS value can be determined
from a plurality of the stored VRMS values.
Although various embodiments have been described us-
ing specific terms and devices, such description is for
illustrative purposes only. The words used are words of
description rather than of limitation. In addition, it should
be understood that aspects of various other embodi-
ments may be interchanged either in whole or in part.

Claims

1. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents comprising:

a current sensor (26) to sense burst-fired current
having a signal output;
an analog-to-digital (A/D) converter (30) cou-
pled to said signal output of said current sensor
(26);
a digital processor (46) coupled to an output of
said A/D converter (30); and
digital memory (48, 50, 52) coupled to said dig-
ital processor (46) including code segments ex-
ecutable on said digital processor (46) for:

a) sampling said output of said A/D convert-
er (30);
b) detecting from said sampling a burst-fired
current pattern, wherein said burst-fired cur-
rent pattern is detected by determining a
plurality of samples within alternating cur-
rent (AC) current-off periods of said burst-
fired current pattern followed by a sample
within AC current-on periods of said burst-
fired current pattern;
c) in response to detecting said sample with-
in an AC current-on period of said burst-fired
current pattern, sampling said output of said
A/D converter (30) N times within said burst-
fired current pattern to acquire N samples;
and
d) calculating an RMS parameter value from
said acquired N samples.

2. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 further comprising a digital-to-analog (D/A)
converter (34) having an input coupled to said digital
processor (46).

3. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in

claim 2 further comprising an amplifier having an in-
put coupled to an output of said D/A converter (34).

4. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 3 wherein an output of said amplifier is com-
pliant with a 4-20 mA standard.

5. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 further comprising a signal conditioner (28)
coupling said current sensor (26) to said A/D con-
verter (30).

6. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 wherein said current sensor (26) is an induc-
tive current sensor (26).

7. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 wherein said burst-fired current pattern com-
prises a burst-fired current cycle.

8. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 7 wherein said burst-fired current pattern com-
prises a plurality of burst-fired current cycles.

9. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 wherein said AC current-on periods comprise
at least one AC cycle.

10. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 4 wherein said AC current-off periods comprise
a no-current period.

11. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 1 wherein the acquired N samples are N volt-
age level samples comprising {v1, v2, ... vN} and
wherein the RMS parameter value is an RMS voltage
value VRMS and is calculated as: 

12. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 11 further comprising storing VRMS in digital
memory (48, 50, 52).

13. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 12 further comprising calculating and storing
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multiple VRMS values in digital memory (48, 50, 52).

14. An apparatus for measuring RMS parameters of de-
vices controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in
claim 13 further comprising developing an average
VRMS value from a plurality of said stored VRMS val-
ues.

15. A method for measuring RMS parameters of devices
controlled by burst-fired currents comprising:

a) sampling a burst-fired current signal;
b) detecting from said sampling a burst-fired cur-
rent pattern, wherein said burst-fired current pat-
tern is detected by determining a plurality of
samples within alternating current (AC) current-
off periods of said burst-fired current signal fol-
lowed by a sample within AC current-on periods
of said burst-fired current signal;
c) in response to detecting said sample within
an AC current-on period of said burst-fired cur-
rent pattern, sampling said burst-fired current
signal N times within said burst-fired current pat-
tern to acquire N samples; and
d) calculating an RMS parameter value from
said acquired N samples.

16. A method for measuring RMS parameters of devices
controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in claim
15 wherein the acquired N samples are N voltage
level samples comprising {v1, v2, ... vN} and wherein
the RMS parameter value is an RMS voltage value
VRMS and is calculated as: 

17. A method for measuring RMS parameters of devices
controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in claim
16 further comprising storing VRMS in digital memory
(48, 50, 52).

18. A method for measuring RMS parameters of devices
controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in claim
17 further comprising calculating and storing multiple
VRMS values in digital memory (48, 50, 52).

19. A method for measuring RMS parameters of devices
controlled by burst-fired currents as recited in claim
18 further comprising developing an average VRMS
value from a plurality of said stored VRMS values.

Patentansprüche

1. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-

steuert werden, mit:

einem einen Signalausgang aufweisenden
Stromsensor (26) zur Erfassung eines burst-ge-
triebenen Stroms;
einem Analog-Digital- (A/D-) Wandler (30), der
mit dem Signalausgang des Stromsensors (26)
verbunden ist;
einem Digitalprozessor (46), der mit einem Aus-
gang des A/D-Wandlers (30) verbunden ist; und
einem Digitalspeicher (48, 50, 52), der mit dem
Digitalprozessor (46) verbunden ist, der Code-
Segmente aufweist, die auf dem Digitalprozes-
sor (46) ausführbar sind zum:

a) Abtasten des Ausgangs des A/D-Wand-
lers (30),
b) Erfassen eines burst-getriebenen Strom-
musters aus dem Abtasten, wobei das
burst-getriebene Strommuster durch Be-
stimmen einer Vielzahl von Abtastwerten in-
nerhalb von Wechselstrom-Strom-Aus-Pe-
rioden des burst-getriebenen Strommus-
ters, denen einen Abtastwert innerhalb von
Wechselstrom-Strom-Ein-Perioden des
burst-getriebenen Strommusters folgt, er-
fasst wird;
c) in Reaktion auf Erfassen des Abtastwerts
innerhalb einer Wechselstrom-Strom-Ein-
Periode des burst-getriebenen Strommus-
ters, N-faches Abtasten des Ausgangs des
A/D-Wandlers (30) innerhalb des burst-ge-
triebenen Strommusters, um N Abtastwerte
zu beschaffen; und
d) Berechnen eines RMS-Parameterwerts
anhand der beschafften N Abtastwerte.

2. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, weiterhin mit ei-
nem Digital-Analog- (D/A-) Wandler (34), der einen
Eingang aufweist, der mit dem Digitalprozessor (46)
verbunden ist.

3. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 2, weiterhin mit ei-
nem Verstärker, der einen Eingang aufweist, der mit
einem Ausgang des D/A-Wandlers (34) verbunden
ist.

4. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 3, wobei ein Aus-
gang des Verstärkers konform zu einem 4-20 mA
Standard ist.

5. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
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richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, weiterhin mit einer
Signalaufbereitungseinrichtung (28), der den Strom-
sensor (26) mit dem A/D-Wandler (30) koppelt.

6. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Strom-
sensor (26) ein induktiver Stromsensor (26) ist.

7. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, wobei das burst-
getriebene Strommuster einen burst-getriebenen
Stromzyklus aufweist.

8. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 7, wobei das burst-
getriebene Strommuster eine Vielzahl von burst-ge-
triebenen Stromzyklen aufweist.

9. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Wech-
selstrom-Strom-Ein-Perioden zumindest einen
Wechselstromzyklus aufweisen.

10. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Wech-
selstrom-Strom-Aus-Perioden eine stromlose Peri-
ode aufweisen.

11. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 1, wobei die be-
schafften N Abtastwerte N Spannungspegelabtast-
werte sind, die {v1, v2, ..., vN} aufweisen, und wobei
der RMS-Parameterwert ein RMS-Spannungswert
VRMS ist und berechnet wird als: 

12. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 11, weiterhin mit
Speichern von VRMS in dem Digitalspeicher (48, 50,
52).

13. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 11, weiterhin mit Be-
rechnen und Speichern von mehreren VRMS-Werten
in dem Digitalspeicher (48, 50, 52).

14. Gerät zur Messung von RMS-Parametern von Vor-
richtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme ge-
steuert werden, nach Anspruch 11, weiterhin mit Ent-
wickeln eines durchschnittlichen VRMS-Wertes aus
einer Vielzahl der gespeicherten VRMS-Werte.

15. Verfahren zum Messen von RMS-Parametern von
Vorrichtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme
gesteuert werden, mit:

a) Abtasten eines burst-betriebenen Stromsig-
nals,
b) Erfassen eines burst-getriebenen Strommus-
ters aus dem Abtasten, wobei das burst-getrie-
bene Strommuster durch Bestimmen einer Viel-
zahl von Abtastwerten innerhalb von Wechsel-
strom-Strom-Aus-Perioden des burst-getriebe-
nen Strommusters, denen einen Abtastwert in-
nerhalb von Wechselstrom-Strom-Ein-Perio-
den des burst-getriebenen Strommusters folgt,
erfasst wird;
c) in Reaktion auf Erfassen des Abtastwerts in-
nerhalb einer Wechselstrom-Strom-Ein-Perio-
de des burst-getriebenen Strommusters, N-fa-
ches Abtasten des burst-betriebenen Stromsig-
nals innerhalb des burst-getriebenen Strom-
musters, um N Abtastwerte zu beschaffen; und
d) Berechnen eines RMS-Parameterwerts an-
hand der beschafften N Abtastwerte.

16. Verfahren zum Messen von RMS-Parametern von
Vorrichtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme
gesteuert werden, nach Anspruch 15, wobei die be-
schafften N Abtastwerte N Spannungspegelabtast-
werte sind, die {v1, v2, ..., vN} aufweisen, und wobei
der RMS-Parameterwert ein RMS-Spannungswert
VRMS ist und berechnet wird als: 

17. Verfahren zum Messen von RMS-Parametern von
Vorrichtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme
gesteuert werden, nach Anspruch 16, weiterhin mit
Speichern von VRMS in dem Digitalspeicher (48, 50,
52).

18. Verfahren zum Messen von RMS-Parametern von
Vorrichtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme
gesteuert werden, nach Anspruch 17, weiterhin mit
Berechnen und Speichern von mehreren VRMS-Wer-
ten in dem Digitalspeicher (48, 50, 52).

19. Verfahren zum Messen von RMS-Parametern von
Vorrichtungen, die durch burst-getriebene Ströme
gesteuert werden, nach Anspruch 18, weiterhin mit
Entwickeln eines durchschnittlichen VRMS-Wertes
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aus einer Vielzahl der gespeicherten VRMS-Werte.

Revendications

1. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS (quadrati-
ques moyens) de dispositifs commandés par des
courants à déclenchement en salve, comprenant :

un capteur de courant (26) pour détecter un cou-
rant à déclenchement en salve ayant une sortie
de signal;
un convertisseur analogique-numérique (AN)
(30) couplé à ladite sortie de signal dudit capteur
de courant (26) ;
un processeur numérique (46) couplé à une sor-
tie dudit convertisseur AN (30) ; et
une mémoire numérique (48, 50, 52) couplée
audit processeur numérique (46) incluant des
segments de code exécutables sur ledit proces-
seur numérique (46) pour :

a) échantillonner ladite sortie dudit conver-
tisseur AN (30) ;
b) détecter à partir dudit échantillonnage un
modèle de courant à déclenchement en sal-
ve, dans lequel ledit modèle de courant à
déclenchement en salve est détecté par dé-
termination d’une pluralité d’échantillons à
l’intérieur de périodes sans courant de cou-
rant alternatif (CA) dudit modèle de courant
à déclenchement en salve suivis par un
échantillon dans des périodes avec courant
de courant alternatif (CA) dudit modèle de
courant à déclenchement en salve;
c) en réponse à la détection dudit échan-
tillon à l’intérieur d’une période avec courant
de CA dudit modèle de courant à déclen-
chement en salve, échantillonner ladite sor-
tie dudit convertisseur AN (30) N fois à l’in-
térieur dudit modèle de courant à déclen-
chement en salve pour acquérir N échan-
tillons; et
d) calculer une valeur de paramètre RMS à
partir desdits N échantillons acquis.

2. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un convertisseur numérique-analogique (NA)
(34) ayant une entrée couplée audit processeur nu-
mérique (46).

3. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre un amplificateur ayant une entrée couplée à
une sortie dudit convertisseur NA (34).

4. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 3, dans lequel une
sortie dudit amplificateur est compatible avec une
norme 4-20 mA.

5. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un conditionneur de signaux (28) couplant ledit
capteur de courant (26) audit convertisseur AN (30).

6. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
capteur de courant (26) est un capteur de courant
inductif (26).

7. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
modèle de courant à déclenchement en salve com-
prend un cycle de courants à déclenchement en sal-
ve.

8. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 7, dans lequel ledit
modèle de courant à déclenchement en salve com-
prend une pluralité de cycles de courants à déclen-
chement en salve.

9. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdi-
tes périodes avec courant CA comprennent au
moins un cycle CA.

10. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 4, dans lequel lesdi-
tes périodes sans courant AC comprennent une pé-
riode à courant nul.

11. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les N
échantillons acquis sont N échantillons de niveau de
tension comprenant {v1, v2, ..., vN} et dans lequel la
valeur de paramètre RMS est une valeur de tension
RMS, VRMS, et est calculée comme suit : 

12. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 11, comprenant en
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outre le stockage de VRMS dans la mémoire numé-
rique (48, 50, 52).

13. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 12, comprenant en
outre le calcul et le stockage de multiples valeurs
VRMS dans la mémoire numérique (48, 50, 52).

14. Appareil de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 13, comprenant en
outre le développement d’une valeur VRMS moyenne
à partir d’une pluralité desdites valeurs VRMS stoc-
kées.

15. Procédé de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve, comprenant :

a) l’échantillonnage d’un signal de courant à dé-
clenchement en salve;
b) la détection à partir dudit échantillonnage d’un
modèle de courant à déclenchement en salve,
dans lequel ledit modèle de courant à déclen-
chement en salve est détecté par détermination
d’une pluralité d’échantillons à l’intérieur de pé-
riodes sans courant alternatif de courant alter-
natif (CA) dudit signal de courant à déclenche-
ment en salve suivi par un échantillon à l’inté-
rieur de périodes avec courant de courant alter-
natif (CA) dudit signal courant à déclenchement
en salve;
c) en réponse à la détection dudit échantillon à
l’intérieur d’une période avec courant de CA du-
dit modèle de courant à déclenchement en sal-
ve, l’échantillonnage dudit signal de courant à
déclenchement en salve N fois à l’intérieur dudit
modèle de courant à déclenchement en salve
pour acquérir N échantillons; et
d) le calcul d’une valeur de paramètre RMS à
partir desdits N échantillons acquis.

16. Procédé de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 15, dans lequel les
N échantillons acquis sont N échantillons de niveau
de tension comprenant {v1, v2, ..., vN} et dans lequel
la valeur de paramètre RMS est une valeur de ten-
sion RMS, VRMS, et est calculée comme suit : 

17. Procédé de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 16, comprenant en
outre le stockage de VRMS dans la mémoire numé-

rique (48, 50, 52).

18. Procédé de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 17, comprenant en
outre le calcul et le stockage de multiples valeurs
VRMS dans la mémoire numérique (48, 50, 52).

19. Procédé de mesure de paramètres RMS de dispo-
sitifs commandés par des courants à déclenchement
en salve selon la revendication 18, comprenant en
outre le développement d’une valeur VRMS moyenne
à partir d’une pluralité desdites valeurs VRMS stoc-
kées.
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