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(54) WASTE COLLECTION CONTAINER

(67)  The waste collection container comprises a
framework including a quadrangular structural frame (7)
defining an open base (4) on which there are installed
hinged discharge flaps (5a, 5b); two facing structural
arches (8), each of which has an upper cross-piece (8a)
from which two legs (8b) extend that are connected to
respective corners of said structural frame (7); and a
structural bridge (9) connected at its ends to said
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cross-pieces (8a) and on which an upper actuation and
grip element (6) is installed, said element being used to
grip and lift the container and to actuate an opening and
closing mechanismfor opening and closing the discharge
flaps (5a, 5b). A plurality of panels fixed to the framework
form an upper wall (1), front and rear walls (2a, 2b) and
side walls (2¢, 2d). In one embodiment, the structural
frame defines a trapezoidal base.

2d

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 2 995 578 A1 2

Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a
waste collection container, and more particularly to a
waste collection container for being installed in a public
thoroughfare for the selective collection of different types
of recyclable waste.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Waste collection containers envisaged for be-
ing installed in a public thoroughfare for the selective col-
lection of different types of recyclable waste are well-
known, said containers essentially comprising an upper
wall, side walls provided with at least one loading open-
ing, an open base in which there are installed one or
more hinged discharge flaps, an opening and closing
mechanism for opening and closing said discharge flaps,
and an actuation and grip element projecting from said
upper wall, which can be gripped and actuated by a head
ofamechanical arminstalled in a collection truck for lifting
the container and actuating said opening and closing
mechanism for opening and closing the discharge flaps.
[0003] Patent document ES 1055948 U describes a
selective urban waste collection container of the type dis-
cussed above, which is manufactured using glass fiber-
reinforced polyester and has a rectangular base, a
curved upper wall, and side walls the corners of which
are configured in the form of columns. The side walls
have ribs providing structural rigidity. One drawback of
this container is that the upper and side walls are made
of a single piece of glass fiber-reinforced polyester and
are attached in a non-detachable manner to the corners
in the form of a column, making it impossible to replace
a damaged wall and making the repair thereof difficult.
Furthermore, the monolithic construction of this container
does not allow a modular design by means of which dif-
ferent container models can be made from different com-
binations of common basic pieces.

[0004] On the other hand, surface containers with a
trapezoidal or triangular geometry are known that are
conceived for being grouped together in an ordered man-
ner, such as in patent document W0O2007007023, for
example, which describes a container with it faces sides
arranged at a 45° angle with respect to a front face of the
container, where the dumping opening is located, such
that four of these containers can be grouped around a
center, leaving larger front faces on the outside of the
group. They can also be grouped forming a linear as-
sembly, arranging the containers with their side walls ad-
jacent to and facing one another, but alternating contain-
ers with a first orientation with containers with a second
opposite, orientation.

[0005] The container described in the mentioned pat-
ent document W02007007023 only has one dumping
opening that is accessible only from the front face, such

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

that a rectilinear group only allows accessing, from one
of its fronts, the dumping openings of half the containers.
Furthermore, itis impossible to group more than four con-
tainers around a center such that they are all still acces-
sible, and with fewer than four containers an aesthetically
incomplete group is formed.

[0006] Other patent documents describe containers
similar to the container described above which are based
on the same idea but use different geometries, such as
FR2718722 which uses containers with two perpendic-
ular faces attached by a third semicircular face, such that
four containers can be grouped together, leaving said
semicircular faces on the outside of the group. This so-
lution suffers the same problems as those described in
the preceding case.

Description of the Invention

[0007] The present invention helps to overcome the
preceding and other drawbacks by providing a waste col-
lection container of the type envisaged for being installed
in a public thoroughfare for the selective collection of dif-
ferent types of recyclable waste, which comprises an in-
ner framework and upper and side walls formed by a
plurality of panels detachably fixed to said framework.
The framework includes a quadrangular structural frame,
for example arectangular or trapezoidal structural frame,
defining an open base in which there are installed one
or more hinged discharge flaps; two facing structural
arches, each of which has an upper cross-piece from
which two legs extend that are connected to respective
corners of said structural frame; and a structural bridge
connected at its ends to middle areas of said cross-piec-
es. An upper actuation and grip element is installed in
said structural bridge, said element being used to grip
and lift the container. The container includes an opening
and closing mechanism for opening and closing said dis-
charge flaps which is actuated by means of said actuation
and grip element.

[0008] This construction provides an extraordinarily
strong and resistant structure while at the same time al-
lows the panels forming the upper and side walls to be
individually disassembled for repair or replacement,
which prolongs the service life of the container. The par-
ticular construction of the container of the present inven-
tion furthermore allows a modular design by means of
which a variety of different container models can be made
from a combination of pieces, including common basic
pieces.

[0009] In a preferred embodiment, each of said struc-
tural arches of the framework is formed by a single bent
tubular element defining the cross-piece and said two
legs. Preferably, each structural arch furthermore in-
cludes curved sections connecting the cross-piece and
the legs, in which case the panel forming the upper wall
has curved end sections adapting to said curved sec-
tions.

[0010] Each of the cross-pieces and each of the legs
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has fixed thereto at least one support element made of
a bent plate, which defines securing tabs where the men-
tioned panels forming the upper wall, the front and rear
walls, and the side walls are secured in a detachable
manner, for example by means of rivets. In one particular
embodiment, each of said support elements has two of
said securing tabs arranged on different sides of the
cross-piece or leg of the framework, and two respective
panels of those forming the upper wall, the front and rear
walls, and the side walls are secured in these two tabs.
[0011] The tubular elements forming the structural
arches of the framework are preferably metallic ele-
ments, for example of iron, stainless steel, or aluminum.
When the tubular elements are made of iron, the plates
forming the support elements can also be made of iron
and be welded directly to the tubular elements. When the
tubular elements are made of stainless steel or alumi-
num, the support elements will preferably be attached to
the tubular elements by means of rivets or adhesive,
avoiding welding.

[0012] The container of the presentinvention can have
a square, rectangular or trapezoidal base, and in any
case it can comprise a single loading opening located in
one of the front or rear walls, or can comprise two of the
mentioned loading openings located on the opposite front
and rear side walls. Optionally, each of the loading open-
ings has a swinging or hinged door.

[0013] In a specific embodiment in which the modular
container of the presentinvention has a trapezoidal base,
the container comprises a front wall and a rear wall, both
parallel to one another in plan view, one being longer
than the other, and two side walls joining the front wall
with the rear wall, said side walls being located in two
converging planes, such that the rear ends of the side
walls are closer to one another than the front ends there-
of.

[0014] These walls demarcate the container forming a
trapezoid in plan view, these walls being able to be con-
nected to one another by means of ridges, rounded
planes or small beveled planes.

[0015] The container also has a plurality of loading
openings allowing users to dump waste into the container
through said openings. These loading openings are ac-
cessible from two loading areas located on opposite fac-
es of the container, a first loading area annexed to the
frontwall, and a second loading area annexed to the rear
wall.

[0016] This configuration of the container having a
trapezoidal base makes it possible to group a plurality of
similar or analogous containers together, situating them
with their side walls facing and adjacent to one another,
thereby obtaining a group in which at least one of the
loading openings of each of the containers is still acces-
sible, which allows dumping waste into all the containers
from one and the same front of the group.

[0017] The angle seen in plan view formed by the side
walls with respect to the front wall is less than 90° to thus
be able to group containers together forming an arch,
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and greater than the 45° for being able to make arched
groups consisting of more than four containers. This
range of inclination also allows the difference in length
between the rear wall and the front wall to not be exces-
sive.

Brief description of the Drawings

[0018] The foregoing and other features and advan-
tages will become more evident from the following de-
tailed description of an embodiment in reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view of a waste
collection container according to one embodiment
of the present invention;

Figure 2 is a partial cross-section view illustrating
the securing of panels forming walls to a framework
of the container of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a partial cross-section view illustrating
the securing of the panels forming the walls to the
framework according to an alternative embodiment
of the container of the present invention;

Figure 4 is a front elevational view of a rectilinear
group of five containers, including containers having
a narrow rectangular, a wide rectangular base and
a square base;

Figure 5 is a plan view of the group of containers of
Figure 4;

Figure 6A is a side view of a container of a first type
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Figure 6B is a rear elevational view of the container
of the first type;

Figure 6C is a front elevational view of the container
of the first type;

Figure 6D is a top plan view of the container of the
first type;

Figure 7A is a side view of a container of a second
type according to another embodiment of the present
invention;

Figure 7B is a rear elevational view of the container
of the second type;

Figure 7C is a front elevational view of the container
of the second type;

Figure 7D is a top plan view of the container of the
second type;

Figure 8 is a plan view of a rectilinear group of five
containers, alternating containers of the first type
with containers of the second type;

Figure 9 is a plan view of an arched group of five
containers, alternating containers of the first type
with containers of the second type; and

Figure 10 is a plan view of a compact group of six
containers, alternating containers of the first type
with containers of the second type.
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Detailed Description of an Embodiment

[0019] Firstin reference to Figure 1, reference number
50 designates a waste collection container according to
one embodiment of the present invention, which com-
prises an inner framework including a trapezoidal struc-
tural frame 7 defining an open base 4 in which there are
installed a pair of hinged discharge flaps 5a, 5b, two fac-
ing structural arches 8, each of which has an upper cross-
piece 8a from which two legs 8b extend that are connect-
ed to respective corners of said structural frame 7, and
a structural bridge 9 connected atits ends to middle areas
of said cross-pieces 8a. An actuation and grip element
6 associated with a conventional opening and closing
mechanism is installed in said structural bridge 9 for grip-
ping and lifting the container 50 and for opening and clos-
ing said discharge flaps 5a, 5b.

[0020] Each of said structural arches 8 includes curved
sections 8c connecting the cross-piece 8a and the legs
8b, and is formed by a single bent tubular element defin-
ing the cross-piece 8a and said two legs 8b and said
curved sections 8c. In the illustrated embodiment, the
tubular element forming each structural arch is a stain-
less steel tube having a circular cross-section, although
the tube can optionally be made of other preferably me-
tallic materials, such as iron or aluminum, and it can have
other cross-section shapes. Furthermore, althoughin the
illustrated embodiment the structural frame 7 has a trap-
ezoidal shape, it could alternatively have any other quad-
rangular shape, forexample arectangular shape, without
altering the principles of the present invention.

[0021] The container 50 further comprises an upper
wall 1 and front and rear walls 2a, 2b and side walls 2c,
2d formed by respective panels fixed in a detachable
manner to the framework, such that any of them can be
disassembled and re-assembled or readily replaced. The
panel forming the upper wall 1 has curved end sections
1a that adapt to the mentioned curved sections 8c of the
structural arches 8 of the framework and a hole 12
through which the mentioned actuation and grip element
6 is arranged. In the panels forming two of the opposite
side walls 2a, 2b, there are respective loading openings
3 and each loading opening 3 is associated with a swing-
ing or hinged door 11.

[0022] The panels forming the upper wall 1, the front
and rear walls 2a, 2b and the side walls 2c, 2d can be
made from a range of materials, such as sheet metal,
plastic, and glass fiber-reinforced polyester, among oth-
ers.

[0023] To detachably secure the panels forming the
upper wall 1, the front and rear walls 2a, 2b and the side
walls 2c, 2d to the framework, each of the cross-pieces
8a and each of the legs 8b of the structural arches 8 has
fixed thereto one or more support elements 10 which
have securing tabs 10a where the panels forming the
upper wall 1, the front and rear walls 2a, 2b and the side
walls 2c, 2d are secured.

[0024] Figure 2 shows in detail one of said support el-
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ements 10 according to one embodiment in which said
support element 10 is made of a metal plate, preferably
a stainless steel plate, suitably bend to define a concave
section which is arranged such that it internally encom-
passes aportion of the tubular element forming the cross-
piece 8a or a leg 8b of the structural arch 8, and two of
said securing tabs 10a extending from different sides of
the framework in directions perpendicular to one another,
when the structural frame 7 is rectangular or square, or
in directions close to perpendicular when the structural
frame 7 is trapezoidal, as is the case of the container 50
illustrated in Figure 1.

[0025] The mentioned concave section of the support
element 10 and the cross-piece 8a or leg 8b of the struc-
tural arch 8 have respective facing holes through which
rivets 13 fixing the support element 10 to the structural
arch 8 are installed. Alternatively, the support element
10 can be fixed to the structural arch 8 by welding or
adhesive. The use of rivets is particularly suitable when
the structural arch 8 and the support elements 10 are
made of stainless steel or aluminum to prevent possible
wear that the welding can cause in the material.

[0026] Two of the panels forming the upper wall 1, the
front and rear walls 2a, 2b and the side walls 2c, 2d are
fixed to the two securing tabs 10a of each support ele-
ment 10. To that end, the panels have bends 14 on their
edges that externally overlap the securing tabs 10a of
the support element 10 and are fixed by means of rivets
15 installed through respective facing holes. Therefore,
in the area of the bends 14 where the rivets 15 are in-
stalled, the panels forming the upper wall 1, the front and
rear walls 2a, 2b and the side walls 2c, 2d are reinforced
since they have twice the thickness.

[0027] Figure 3 shows an alternative way to attach the
panels forming the upper wall 1, the front and rear walls
2a, 2b and the side walls 2c, 2d to the inner framework
in the container of the present invention. Here, each of
the panels forming the upper wall 1, the front and rear
walls 2a, 2b and the side walls 2c, 2d have bends 16 on
their edges that go around an inner portion of the tubular
element forming the cross-piece 8a or leg 8b of the struc-
tural arch 8 of the inner framework. The mentioned bends
16 have end portions overlapping one another in a posi-
tion adjacent to the tubular element forming the cross-
piece 8a or leg 8b and fixed to the tubular element forming
the cross-piece 8a or leg 8b by means of rivets 17 in-
stalled through respective facing holes. Therefore, in this
embodiment the support element 10 shown in Figure 2
is omitted.

[0028] As is conventional, the actuation and grip ele-
ment 6 of the container 50 of the present invention is
configured such that it can be gripped and lifted together
with the container 50 by a head of a mechanical arm
installed in a collection truck, and said opening and clos-
ing mechanism for opening and closing the discharge
flaps 5a, 5b can be actuated by the same head by means
of the actuation and grip element 6 to empty the container
50.
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[0029] Figures 4 and 5 show a front elevational view
of a rectilinear group of five containers built as described
in relation to Figures 1 to 3. Thisrectilinear group includes
containers 53 having a narrow rectangular base, contain-
ers 54 having a wide rectangular base and containers 55
having a square base provided with different types of
loading openings 3 for different kinds of waste.

[0030] Allthe containers 53, 54, 55 have loading open-
ings 3 on opposite sides thereof. The containers 53 hav-
ing a narrow rectangular base have loading openings 3
on both short sides of the rectangular base, whereas con-
tainers 54 having a wide rectangular base have loading
openings 3 on both long sides of the rectangular base.
In that sense, the rectilinear formation has two opposite
main fronts and their loading openings 3 are accessible
from both fronts.

[0031] Figures 6A, 6B, 6C and 6D show a container of
a first type 51 according to one embodiment of the
present invention, and Figures 7A, 7B, 7C and 7D show
a container of a second type 52 according to another
embodiment of the present invention. In both cases, the
container 51, 52 comprises a bottom 4, an upper wall 1,
a front wall 2a, a rear wall 2b and two side walls 2c, 2d.
[0032] The front and rear walls 2a, 2b are parallel to
one another and located on opposite sides of the con-
tainer 51, 52, whereas the side walls 2c, 2d are conver-
gentand located on other opposite sides of the container
51,52. The front wall 2a has a longer length than the rear
wall 2b.

[0033] Both the container 51 of the first type and the
container 52 of the second type has a loading opening 3
accessible from a first loading area located adjacent to
the front wall 2a, and another loading opening 3 acces-
sible from a second loading area located adjacent to the
rear wall 2b, such that the container 51, 52 can be used
from any of these two opposite, parallel faces.

[0034] Thefrontwall 2a andtherearwall2b are spaced
from and connected to one another by the two side walls
2c, 2d, which are not parallel to one another and are
located in two symmetrical converging planes with re-
spect to the axis of the container 51, 52, such that the
rear ends of the side walls 2c, 2d are closer to one another
than the front ends.

[0035] The connection between said side walls 2c, 2d
and said front wall 2a and rear wall 2b is performed, for
example, by means of a small curved plane which can
be a ridge or a small bevel.

[0036] Preferably, the base of the container 51 of the
first type and of the container 52 of the second type in-
cludes discharge flaps 5a, 5b (not shown), and an actu-
ation and grip element 6 associated with an opening and
closing mechanism 6 is located in the upper wall 1, which
allows gripping and lifting the container and opening and
closing the discharge flaps 5a, 5b. Though not essential,
the container 51 of the first type and the container 52 of
the second type can have an inner framework such as
the inner framework described above in relation to Fig-
ures 1, 2 and 3.
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[0037] The container 51 of the first type has a larger
capacity than the container 52 of the second type, since
both front and rear walls 2a, 2b of the container 51 of the
first type are longer than those of the container 52 of the
second type. Nevertheless, both in the container 51 of
the first type and in the container 52 of the second type,
the angle formed in plan view by the side walls 2c, 2d
with respect to the front wall 2a is, in this embodiment
and in a non-limiting manner, about 80°.

[0038] All these features give the container 51, 52 a
trapezoidal base. This geometry allows grouping a plu-
rality of containers 51, 52 in an ordered manner in a plu-
rality of possible configurations and with a variable
number of containers 51, 52.

[0039] A first preferred arrangement shown in Figure
8 comprises a rectilinear group 20 formed by a plurality
of containers of the first type 51 and a plurality of con-
tainers of the second type 52 alternating with one anoth-
er, located with their respective side walls 2c¢, 2d facing
and adjacent to one another, such that they have first
and second opposite, main fronts 21, 22 in which the
front wall 2a and rear wall 2b of the containers of the first
type 51 and of the second type 52 are alternated. By
means of a rectilinear group 20, all the containers 51, 52
and their loading openings 3 are accessible from the first
and second fronts 21, 22 thereof.

[0040] A second preferred arrangement shown in Fig-
ure 9 comprises an arched group 30 formed by a plurality
of containers of the first type 51 and a plurality of con-
tainers of the second type 52 alternating with one anoth-
er, located with their respective side walls 2c¢, 2d facing
and adjacent to one another, such that they have a first
front 21 in which the front walls 2a of all the containers
51, 52 are located, and a second opposite front 21 in
which the rear walls 2b of all the containers 51, 52 are
located. By means of this arched group 30, all the con-
tainers 51,52 and their loading openings 3 are accessible
from the first and second fronts 21, 22 thereof.

[0041] A third preferred arrangement shown in Figure
10 comprises a compact group 40 formed by two recti-
linear groups 20 similar to that described above in relation
to Figure 8, arranged parallel to one another, each with
their respective side walls 2c, 2d facing and adjacent to
one another, and with the second fronts 22 of both rec-
tilinear groups 20 located facing and adjacent to one an-
other such thatthefirst fronts 21 of both rectilinear groups
20 are accessible on opposite sides of the compact group
40. By means of this compact group 40, all the containers
51, 52 of the first rectilinear group 20 are accessible only
from their first front 21, and all the containers 51, 52 of
the second rectilinear group 20 are accessible only from
their first front 21 located on the opposite side of the com-
pact group 40.

[0042] In the embodiments shown in Figure 8, 6 and
7, containers of the first type 51 (shown in Figures 6A-
6D) are alternated with containers of the second type 52
(shown in Figures 7A-7D), but it is obvious for the skilled
person that different combinations of containers 51 of the
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first type and containers 52 of the second type are pos-
sible, as is the use of containers of a single type, or even
the use of containers of a third type or subsequent types
having the same inclination of their side walls 2c, 2d,
which would not entail any remarkable change in the
groups 20, 30 and 40. Likewise, it would be perfectly
feasible to change the number of containers 51, 52 form-
ing each group.

[0043] The scope of the present invention is defined
by the attached claims.

Claims

1. A waste collection container envisaged for being in-
stalled in a public thoroughfare for the selective col-
lection of different types of recyclable waste, com-
prising an upper wall (1), front and rear walls (2a,
2b) and side walls (2c, 2d) provided with at least one
loading opening (3), an open base (4) in which there
are installed one or more hinged discharge flaps (5a,
5b), an opening and closing mechanism for opening
and closing said discharge flaps (5a, 5b) and an up-
per actuation and grip element (6) by means of which
the container is griped and lifted and said opening
and closing mechanism is actuated, characterized
by comprising a framework including a quadrangular
structural frame (7) defining said base (4), two facing
structural arches (8), each of which has an upper
cross-piece (8a) from which two legs (8b) extend that
are connected torespective corners of said structural
frame (7), and a structural bridge (9) connected at
its ends to middle areas of said cross-pieces (8a),
where said actuation and grip element (6) is installed
on said structural bridge (9), and where said upper
wall (1) and said front and rear walls (2a, 2b) and
said side walls (2c, 2d) are formed by a plurality of
panels detachably fixed to said framework.

2. The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that each of said structural arches (8) is formed
by a single bent tubular element defining the cross-
piece (8a) and said two legs (8b).

3. The container according to claim 2, characterized
in that each of the cross-pieces (8a) and legs (8b)
has fixed thereto at least one support element (10)
made of a bent plate defining securing tabs (10a)
where said panels forming the upper wall (1), the
front and rear walls (2a, 2b) and the side walls (2c,
2d) are secured.

4. The container according to claim 3, characterized
in that each of said support elements (10) has two
of said securing tabs (10a) on different sides of the
framework where two respective panels of those
forming the upper wall (1), the front and rear walls
(2a, 2b) and the side walls (2c, 2d) are secured.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

5.

10.

1.

12.

The container according to claim 2, characterized
in that said panels forming the upper wall (1), the
front and rear walls (2a, 2b) and the side walls (2c,
2d) have bends (16) on their edges that go around
an inner portion of the tubular element forming the
cross-piece (8a) or leg (8b) of the structural arch (8),
and said bends (16) have end portions overlapping
one another and fixed to the tubular element forming
the cross-piece (8a) or leg (8b) by means of rivets
(17) installed through respective facing holes.

The container according to any one of claims 2 to 5,
characterized in that each of said structural arches
(8) includes curved sections (8c) connecting the
cross-piece (8a) and the legs (8b), and the panel
forming the upper wall (1) has curved end sections
(1a) that are adapted to said curved sections (8c).

The container according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized by comprising two of said
loading openings (3), each located in one of the front
and rear walls (2a, 2b), opposite one another.

The container according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
characterized in that said loading opening (3) is
located in one of the front and rear walls (2a, 2b).

The container according to claim 7 or 8, character-
ized in that each loading opening (3) has associated
a swinging or hinged door (11).

The container according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized by having a rectangular,
square or trapezoidal base.

The container according to any one of claims 1 to 7,
characterized in that the front wall (2a) and the rear
wall (2b) are parallel to one another, spaced from
one another and connected by means of the side
walls (2c, 2d), where the front wall (2a) has a longer
length than the rear wall (2b), and where the side
walls (2c, 2d) are in converging planes, the front wall
(2a) is annexed to a first loading area and the rear
wall (2b) is annexed to a second loading area, at
least one loading opening (3) is accessible from said
first loading area and at least another loading open-
ing (3) is accessible from said second loading area,
and said side walls (2c, 2d) are configured for being
able to be located such that they are facing and ad-
jacentto side walls (2c, 2d) of other similar containers
(51, 52) forming different groups, which allows ac-
cessing the first or the second loading area of all the
containers (51, 52) from one and the same first front
(21) and/or from one and the same second front (22).

The container according to claim 11, characterized
by having a symmetrical trapezoidal base.
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The container according to claim 11 or 12, charac-
terized in that the side walls (2c, 2d) form in a plan
view an angle greater than 45° and less than 90°
with respect to the front wall (2a).

The container according to claim 11 or 12, charac-
terized by being grouped with other similar contain-
ers (51, 52) forming a rectilinear group (20) in which
the containers (51, 52) are located laterally adjacent
to one another such that in each of the first and sec-
ond fronts (21, 22) of said rectilinear group the front
walls (2a) and rear walls (2b) of the containers (51,
52) are alternated, and in which the loading openings
(3) of all the containers (51, 52) are accessible from
both the first and second fronts (21, 22).

The container according to claim 11 or 12, charac-
terized by being grouped with other similar contain-
ers (51, 52) forming a arched group (30) in which the
containers (50, 51) are situated laterally adjacent to
one another such that the front walls (2a) of all the
containers (51, 52) are located in the first front (21)
of the group and the rear walls (2b) of all the con-
tainers (51, 52) are located in the second front (22)
of the group, and in which the loading openings (3)
ofall the containers (51, 52) are accessible from both
the first and second fronts (21, 22).

The container according to claim 15, characterized
by being grouped with other similar containers (51,
52) forming a compact group (40) made up of two of
said rectilinear groups (20) of containers (51, 52) ar-
ranged parallel to one another with their second
fronts (22) facing and adjacent to one another and
with their first fronts (21) located on opposite sides
of said compact group (40), in which the loading
openings (3) of half of the containers (51, 52) are
accessible from one of the first opposite fronts (21)
of the compact group (40) and the loading openings
(3) of the other half of the containers (51, 52) are
accessible from the other one of the first opposite
fronts (21) of the compact group (40).

The container according to any one of claims 14, 15
or 16, characterized in that said rectilinear group
(20), said arched group (30), or said compact group
(40) comprises containers (51, 52) of different types
provided with different widths to adapt the capacity
of each container (51, 52) to the type of waste in-
tended to be collected.
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