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(54) LAUNDRY TREATING APPARATUS

(57)  Alaundry treating apparatus (100) is disclosed.
The laundry treating apparatus (100) includes a cabinet
(1) having an introduction port (111), a door (3) config-
ured to open and close the introduction port (111), a first
hinge (51) including a first shaft (511b) provided at either
one selected from between the cabinet (1) and the door
(3) to define a first rotational axis of the door (3) and a
first shaft receiving unit (513b) provided at the other one
selected from between the cabinet (1) and the door (3)
such that the first shaft (511b) is detachably received in
the first shaft receiving unit (513b), a second hinge (53)
including a second shaft (531c) coupled to the door (3)
to define the first rotational axis together with the first
shaft and a third shaft configured to rotatably fix the sec-
ond shaft to the cabinet and to define a second rotational
axis of the door, a third hinge (51) including a fourth shaft
(551a) provided at either one selected from between the
cabinet (1) and the door (3) to define the second rotational
axis together with the third shaft (553c) and a fourth shaft
receiving unit (555) provided at the other one selected
from between the cabinet (1) and the door (3) such that
the fourth shaft (551a) is detachably received in the fourth
shaft receiving unit (555), a first switching unit (61) pro-
vided in the door (3) in a reciprocating fashion to open
and close the first shaft receiving unit (513b), a second
switching unit (63) provided in the door in a reciprocating
fashion to open and close the fourth shaft receiving unit
(555), the second switching unit (63) being configured to
close the fourth shaft receiving unit (555) when the first
switching unit (61) moves in a direction in which the first
shaft receiving unit (61) is opened, and a withdrawal pre-

vention unit (9) configured to detachably couple second
switching unit (63) to the third hinge (55) when the second
switching unit (63) closes the fourth shaft receiving unit
(555).

[Figure 3]
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to alaundry treat-
ing apparatus.

[0002] In general, alaundry treating apparatus is a ge-
neric name for electric home appliances that are capable
of washing, drying, or washing and drying laundry.
[0003] The laundry treating apparatus removes con-
taminants from laundry through the action of water and
detergent to wash the laundry. On the other hand, the
laundry treating apparatus removes moisture from laun-
dry through a heated air supply device provided in the
laundry treating apparatus to dry the laundry.

[0004] A conventional laundry treating apparatus in-
cludes a cabinet forming the external appearance there-
of, a laundry receiving space provided in the cabinet to
receive laundry, an introduction port provided at the cab-
inet such that the introduction port communicates with
the laundry receiving space, and a door to open and close
the introduction port.

[0005] In the conventional laundry treating apparatus,
the door is generally configured to rotate about one ver-
tical axis defined in a height direction of the cabinet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Accordingly, the presentinvention is directed to
a laundry treating apparatus that substantially obviates
one or more problems due to limitations and disadvan-
tages of the related art.

[0007] An object of the present invention is to provide
a laundry treating apparatus configured such that a door
is rotated in different directions to open an introduction
port, through which laundry is introduced.

[0008] Anotherobjectof the presentinvention is to pro-
vide a laundry treating apparatus that enables a user to
switch between rotational axes of a door.

[0009] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a laundry treating apparatus that prevents
switching between rotational axes of a door while the
door opens an introduction port.

[0010] Additional advantages, objects, and features of
the invention will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and in part will become apparent to those
having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the
following or may be learned from practice of the invention.
The objectives and other advantages of the invention
may be realized and attained by the structure particularly
pointed out in the written description and claims hereof
as well as the appended drawings.

[0011] Toachieve these objects and other advantages
and in accordance with the purpose of the invention, as
embodied and broadly described herein, a laundry treat-
ing apparatus includes a cabinet having an introduction
port, a laundry receiving unit located in the cabinet to
receive laundry introduced through the introduction port,
a door configured to open and close the introduction port,
a first hinge including a first shaft provided at either one
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selected from between the cabinet and the door to define
afirstrotational axis of the door and a first shaft receiving
unit provided at the other one selected from between the
cabinet and the door such that the first shaft is detachably
received in the first shaft receiving unit, a second hinge
including a second shaft coupled to the door to define
the first rotational axis together with the first shaft, and a
third shaft configured to rotatably fix the second shaft to
the cabinet and to define a second rotational axis of the
door, a third hinge including a fourth shaft provided at
either one selected from between the cabinet and the
door to define the second rotational axis together with
the third shaft, and a fourth shaft receiving unit provided
at the other one selected from between the cabinet and
the door such that the fourth shaft is detachably received
in the fourth shaft receiving unit, a first switching unit pro-
vided in the door in a reciprocating fashion to open and
close the first shaft receiving unit, a second switching
unit provided in the door in a reciprocating fashion to
open and close the fourth shaft receiving unit, the second
switching unit being configured to close the fourth shaft
receiving unit when the first switching unit moves in a
direction in which the first shaft receiving unit is opened,
and a withdrawal prevention unit configured to detacha-
bly couple the second switching unit to the third hinge
when the second switching unit closes the fourth shaft
receiving unit.

[0012] The third hinge may further include a switching
unit receiving unit, into which a free end of the second
switching unit to close the fourth shaft receiving unit is
inserted. The withdrawal prevention unit may include a
first withdrawal prevention unit provided at either one se-
lected from between the second switching unit and the
switching unitreceiving unitand a second withdrawal pre-
vention unit provided at the other one selected from be-
tween the second switching unit and the switching unit
receiving unit such thatthe second withdrawal prevention
unit is detachably coupled to the first withdrawal preven-
tion unit.

[0013] Thefirst withdrawal prevention unitmay be con-
figured as a groove formed in the outer circumference of
the second switching unit, and the second withdrawal
prevention unit may be configured as a protrusion, which
is inserted into the groove.

[0014] The laundry treating apparatus may further in-
clude a manipulation unit configured to move the first
switching unit. The laundry treating apparatus may fur-
ther include a first lock configured to fix the position of
the first switching unit when the door opens the introduc-
tion port. The laundry treating apparatus may further in-
clude a second lock configured to fix the position of the
second switching unit when the door opens the introduc-
tion port.

[0015] The second lock may be configured to be sep-
arated from the second switching unitwhen the door clos-
es the introduction port and to be coupled to the second
switching unit when the door opens the introduction port.
[0016] The second lock may include a second lock
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body configured to reciprocate in the door in a thickness
direction of the door. The second lock may further include
asecond lock transfer unit configured to move the second
lock body in a direction in which the second lock body
becomes more distant from the introduction port when
the door closes the introduction port. The second lock
may furtherinclude a second lock support unit configured
to elastically support the second lock body such that the
second lock body is pushed toward the introduction port.
The second lock may further include a second lock fas-
tening unit configured to separate the second lock body
from the second switching unit when the door closes the
introduction port and to connect the second lock body to
the second switching unit when the door opens the intro-
duction port.

[0017] The second lock fastening unit may include a
first fastening unit provided at the second switching unit
and a second fastening unit provided at the second lock
body such that the second fastening unit is coupled to
the first fastening unit.

[0018] Alternatively, the second lock fastening unit
may include a first fastening unit and a second fastening
unit provided at the second switching unit, the first fas-
tening unit and the second fastening unit being spaced
apart from each other by a predetermined distance in a
direction in which the second switching unit is moved.
The second lock fastening unit may further include a sec-
ond lock flange protruding from the second lock body
toward the second switching unit, and a third fastening
unit provided at the second lock flange such that the third
fastening unit is coupled to either one selected from be-
tween the first fastening unit and the second fastening
unit based on the position of the second switching unit.
[0019] The firstlock may include a first lock body con-
figured to reciprocate in a width direction of the door. The
first lock body may be detachably provided at the manip-
ulation unit, a first lock support unit configured to elasti-
cally support the first lock body. The first lock may further
include a first lock transfer unit configured to separate
the first lock body from the manipulation unit when the
door closes the introduction port and to couple the first
lock body to the manipulation unit when the door opens
the introduction port.

[0020] Alternatively, the first lock may include a first
lock body configured to reciprocate in the door in a thick-
ness direction of the door. The first lock may include a
second lock transfer unit configured to move the first lock
body in a direction in which the first lock body becomes
more distant from the introduction port while contacting
the cabinet when the door closes the introduction port.
The first lock may include a first lock support unit config-
ured to elastically support the first lock body such that
the first lock body is pushed toward the introduction port.
The first lock may include a first fixing unit and a second
fixing unit spaced apart from each other by a predeter-
mined distance in a direction in which the first switching
unit is moved A first lock flange may be further provided
at the first lock body. A third fixing unit may be further
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provided at the first lock flange such that the third fixing
unit is coupled to either one selected from between the
first fixing unit and the second fixing unit based on the
position of the first switching unit.

[0021] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
of the present invention are exemplary and explanatory
and are intended to provide further explanation of the
invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this applica-
tion, illustrate embodiment(s) of the invention and togeth-
er with the description serve to explain the principle of
the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a view showing a case in which a door is
rotated about a second rotational axis to open an
introduction port;

FIG. 2 is a view showing a manipulation unit of a
laundry treating apparatus according to the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a view showing a case in which the door is
rotated about a first rotational axis to open the intro-
duction port;

FIGs. 4 to 6 are views showing a rotational axis
switching unit, afirstlock, and a second lock provided
in the door;

FIG. 7 is a view showing the first lock;

FIG. 8 is a view showing the second lock;

FIGs. 9 and 10 are views showing the positions of
the rotational axis switching unit, the first lock, and
the second lock when the introduction portis opened
by the door;

FIG. 11 is a view showing a withdrawal prevention
unit;

FIG. 12 is a view showing another embodiment of
the first lock; and

FIG. 13 is a view showing another embodiment of
the second lock.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0023] Reference will now be made in detail to the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, examples
of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. It
should be noted herein that construction of an apparatus,
which will hereinafter be described, and a control method
of the apparatus are given only for illustrative purposes
and the protection scope of the invention is not limited
thereto. Wherever possible, the same reference num-
bers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the
same or like parts.

[0024] AsshowninFIG. 1,alaundry treatingapparatus
100 according to the presentinvention includes a cabinet
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1 forming the external appearance thereof, a laundry re-
ceiving unit 2 provided in the cabinet 1 to define a space
to receive laundry, and a door 3 provided at the cabinet
1 to open and close the laundry receiving unit 2.

[0025] The cabinet 1 includes a front panel 11 having
an introduction port 111. The door 3 is provided at the
front panel 11 to open and close the introduction port
111. Consequently, a user may open the introduction port
111 through the door 3 to introduce laundry (laundry to
be washed or laundry to be dried) into the laundry receiv-
ing unit 2 or remove the laundry from the laundry receiv-
ing unit 2.

[0026] Inacaseinwhichthelaundry treatingapparatus
100 according to the present invention is a washing ma-
chine, the laundry receiving unit 2 may include a tub pro-
vided in the cabinet 1 to store wash water and a drum
rotatably provided in the tub to define a space to receive
laundry. In this case, the tub may have a tub introduction
port communicating with the introduction port 111, and
the drum may have a drum introduction port communi-
cating with the introduction port 111.

[0027] In addition, the laundry treating apparatus 100
may further include a wash water supply unit (not shown)
to supply wash water to the tub and a wash water dis-
charge unit (not shown) to discharge wash water stored
in the tub out of the cabinet 1.

[0028] Ontheotherhand,inacaseinwhichthelaundry
treating apparatus 100 according to the present invention
is a drying machine, the laundry receiving unit 2 may
include only a drum rotatably provided in the cabinet 1.
In this case, the laundry treating apparatus 100 may fur-
ther include an air supply unit (not shown) provided in
the cabinet 1 to supply heated air to the drum and to
discharge the air supplied to the drum out of the drum.
[0029] In addition, the laundry treating apparatus 100
according to the present invention may be an all-in-one
washing and drying machine. In this case, the laundry
receiving unit 2 may include a tub, a drum, and an air
supply unit (not shown) provided in the cabinet 1 to supply
heated air to the wash water supply unit, the wash water
discharge unit, and the tub and to discharge the air in the
tub out of the tub.

[0030] The door 3, which is provided at the front panel
11 to open and close the introduction port 111, may be
rotatable about two different rotational axes Xand Y. The
door 3 may be coupled to the front panel 11 via a hinge
unit 51, 53, and 55. The user may switch between the
rotational axes X and Y of the door 3 using a manipulation
unit 4.

[0031] The door 3 may include a door body 31 to open
and close the introduction port 111 and a door lock 33 to
fix the door body 31 to the front panel 11.

[0032] The door body 31 may include an outer frame
311 forming the outer circumferential surface of the laun-
dry treating apparatus 100 and an inner frame 312 cou-
pled to the outer frame 311, the inner frame 312 being
disposed on the surface of the outer frame 311 that faces
the front panel 11.
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[0033] The doorlock 33 may be provided at the surface
of the inner frame 312 in a protruding fashion. In this
case, the front panel 11 may further include a door lock
fastening unit 113 to receive the door lock 33.

[0034] Meanwhile, the structure of the door lock 33 and
the door lock fastening unit 113 to detachably fix the door
body 31 to the front panel 11 is not particularly restricted.
[0035] The door body 31 may be provided with a re-
ceiving unit 315. FIG. 1 shows a case in which the re-
ceiving unit 315 is configured as a groove formed in the
upper portion of the door body 31 by way of example. In
this case, the manipulation unit 4 may be disposed in the
groove.

[0036] AsshowninFIG. 2, the manipulation unit4 may
include a handle body 41 provided in the receiving unit
316, a body rotation shaft 43 to rotatably couple the han-
dle body 41 to the door body 31, and a transfer unit 45
to operate a rotational axis switching unit 6 according to
the operation of the handle body 41. The rotational axis
switching unit 6 is a means provided in the door body 31
to allow the user to switch between the rotational axes X
and Y, which will hereinafter be described in detail.
[0037] FIG. 2 shows a case in which the body rotation
shaft 43 is positioned above a contact point P. Alterna-
tively, the body rotation shaft 43 may be positioned below
the contact point P.

[0038] As shown in FIG. 3, the hinge unit 51, 53, and
55 to couple the door body 31 to the front panel 11 may
include a first hinge 51 having a first shaft 511b, a third
hinge 55 having a fourth shaft 551 a, and a second hinge
53 having a second shaft 531c defining the first rotational
axis X together with the first shaft 511b and a third shaft
533c defining the second rotational axis Y (see FIG. 1)
together with the fourth shaft 551 a.

[0039] The first hinge 51 may include a first hinge body
511 provided at either one selected from between the
front panel 11 and the door body 31 such that the first
shaft 511b is fixed to the first hinge body 511 and a first
shaft attaching and detaching unit 513 provided at the
other one selected from between the front panel 11 and
the door body 31 such that the first shaft attaching and
detaching unit 513 is detachably coupled to the first shaft
511b.

[0040] FIG. 3 shows a case in which the first hinge
body 511 is fixed to the front panel 11, and the first shaft
attaching and detaching unit 513 is provided at the door
body 31, by way of example.

[0041] Inthis case, the first hinge body 511 is provided
with a shaft support unit 511 a to support the first shaft
511 b. The shaft support unit 511 a may protrude from
the front panel 11, and may then be bent in a direction
in which the shaft support unit 511a moves away from
the introduction port 111 along a plane parallel to the
front panel. Alternatively, the shaft support unit 511 a
may merely protrude from the front panel 11.

[0042] The first shaft attaching and detaching unit 513
includes a housing 513a provided at the door body 31
and a first shaft receiving unit 513b (see FIG. 5) provided
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in the housing 513a to define a space to receive the first
shaft 511b. In this case, the first shaft receiving unit 513b
may be exposed outside the inner frame 312.

[0043] Meanwhile, the housing 513a is provided with
a switching unit through hole 513c (see FIG. 5) formed
through the housing 513a such that a first switching unit
61 of the rotational axis switching unit 6 is inserted
through the switching unit through hole 513c.

[0044] When the first switching unit 61 is reciprocated
by the manipulation unit 4 in a width direction W of the
door body 31, therefore, a first free end 61e of the first
switching unit 61 may be exposed from the switching unit
through hole 513c to close the first shaft receiving unit
513b, or may be located in the switching unit through
hole 513c to open the first shaft receiving unit 513b.
[0045] Whenthefirstshaftreceivingunit513bis closed
by the first free end 61e of the first switching unit 61, the
first shaft 511b is prevented from being withdrawn from
the first shaft receiving unit 513b and from being inserted
into the first shaft receiving unit 513b.

[0046] When the first shaft receiving unit 513b is
opened by the first free end 61e of the first switching unit
61, on the other hand, the first shaft 511b may be with-
drawn from the first shaft receiving unit 513b, or may be
inserted into the first shaft receiving unit 513b.

[0047] The second hinge 53 may include a door sup-
port unit 531, the door support unit 531 being provided
with the second shaft 531c, and a cabinet coupling unit
533 to rotatably fix the door support unit 531 to the front
panel 11 via the third shaft 533c.

[0048] The cabinet coupling unit 533 may include a
coupling unit body 533a fixed to the front panel 11 and
a rotary plate 533b rotatably coupled to the coupling unit
body 533a via the third shaft 533c.

[0049] In this case, the door support unit 531 may in-
clude a support unit body 531a fixed to the rotary plate
533b and a shaft support unit 531b protruding from the
support unit body 531 a such that the second shaft 531
c is supported by the shaft support unit 531b.

[0050] The second shaft 531 c is rotatably fixed to the
door body 31 and, in addition, is aligned with the first
shaft 511b of the first hinge 51. As a result, the first ro-
tational axis X is defined by the first shaft 511b and the
second shaft 531c.

[0051] The third hinge 55 may include a fourth shaft
551a provided at either one selected from between the
door body 31 and the front panel 11 and a fourth shaft
attaching and detaching unit 552 provided at the other
one selected from between the door body 31 and the
front panel 11 such that the fourth shaft 551 a is detach-
ably coupled to the fourth shaft attaching and detaching
unit 552. FIG. 3 shows a case in which the fourth shaft
551 a is provided at the door body 31, and the fourth
shaft attaching and detaching unit 552 is provided at the
front panel 11, by way of example.

[0052] The fourth shaft 551a is supported by a third
hinge body 551 fixed to the door body 31, and the fourth
shaft 551a supported by the third hinge body 551 is ex-
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posed out of the inner frame 312.

[0053] The fourth shaft attaching and detaching unit
552 may include an attaching and detaching unit body
553 fixed to the front panel 11, a fourth shaft receiving
unit 555 provided atthe attaching and detaching unit body
553 to define a space to receive the fourth shaft 551 a,
and a switching unit receiving unit 557 protruding from
the attaching and detaching unit body 553 to receive a
second switching unit 63 of the rotational axis switching
unit 6, which will hereinafter be described.

[0054] The fourth shaft receiving unit 555 may be con-
figured as a receiving groove formed in the attaching and
detaching unit body 553. The fourth shaft receiving unit
555 is aligned with the third shaft 553c of the second
hinge 53. As a result, the fourth shaft 551a inserted into
the fourth shaft receiving unit 555 defines the second
rotational axis Y together with the third shaft 533c.
[0055] The switching unit receiving unit 557 may in-
clude a flange 557a protruding from the attaching and
detaching unit body 553 in a state in which the second
flange 557a is located below the fourth shaft receiving
unit 555 and a flange through hole 557b formed through
the flange 557a such that a first free end 63e of the sec-
ond switching unit 63, reciprocated by the first switching
unit 61 in a height direction H of the door body 31, is
inserted through the flange through hole 557b.

[0056] Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 4, the rotational
axis switching unit 6 is provided in the door body 31 to
allow the user to select one of the rotational axes Xand Y.
[0057] The rotational axis switching unit 6 may include
the first switching unit 61, which is reciprocated by the
manipulation unit 4 in the width direction W of the door
body 31, and the second switching unit 63, which is re-
ciprocated by the first switching unit 61 in the height di-
rection H of the door body 31.

[0058] The first switching unit 61 may be configured
as a bar disposed above the introduction port 111. In this
case, the first free end 61e of the first switching unit 61
is inserted through the switching unit through hole 513c
such that the free end 61 e of the first switching unit 61
extends through the first shaft attaching and detaching
unit 513. A second free end 61f of the first switching unit
61 contacts a second free end (a fourth free end) 63f of
the second switching unit 63.

[0059] The first switching unit 61 is supported by a first
switching unit guide 319a provided at at least one select-
ed from between the outer frame 311 and the inner frame
312. FIG. 4 shows a case in which the first switching unit
guide 319a is provided at the outer frame 311 to guide
the movement of the first switching unit 61 by way of
example.

[0060] The firstswitching unit61 is provided with a con-
tact unit 611. The contact unit 611 is a means for con-
tacting the transfer unit 45, when the manipulation unit 4
is rotated, to move the first switching unit 61 in a direction
in which the second switching unit 63 is positioned (in
the rightward direction of FIG. 4).

[0061] To this end, the contact unit 611 may include a
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contact unit body 6111 protruding from the first switching
unit 61 toward the inner frame 312 and a tilted surface
6113 provided at the contact unit body 6111 such that
the tilted surface 6113 contacts the transfer unit 45.
[0062] In this case, the tilted surface 6113 may be tilted
away from the first free end 61e of the first switching unit
61 as the tilted surface 6113 becomes more distant from
the first switching unit 61 (i.e. as the tilted surface 6113
becomes closer to the inner frame 312).

[0063] When the user pushes the handle body 41,
therefore, the transfer unit 45 pushes the tilted surface
6113. Consequently, itis possible to move the first switch-
ing unit 61 in the direction in which the second switching
unit 63 is positioned using the manipulation unit 4. That
is, it is possible to manipulate the manipulation unit 4
such that the first shaft receiving unit 513b is opened or
closed by the first free end 61e of the first switching unit
61.

[0064] Meanwhile, the contact unit 611 is provided in
the door body 31, which has a limited thickness. For this
reason, the first switching unit 61 may further include a
bent unit 613 bent toward the outer frame 311. In this
case, the contact unit 611 may be provided at the bent
unit 613.

[0065] The second switchingunit63 may be configured
as a bar extending in the height direction H of the door
body 31. A first free end (a third free end) 63e of the
second switching unit 63 is located in a space between
the fourth shaft 551 a and the outer frame 311, and a
second free end (a fourth free end) 63f of the second
switching unit 63 contacts the second free end 61 f of the
first switching unit 61.

[0066] In order to easily transfer external force applied
to the first switching unit 61 through the manipulation unit
4 to the second switching unit 63, at least one selected
from between the second free end 61 f of the first switch-
ing unit 61 and the second free end 63f of the second
switching unit 63 may be further provided with a tilted
switching unit surface 631. FIG. 4 shows a case in which
the tilted switching unit surface 631 is provided at the
second switching unit 63 by way of example.

[0067] The second switching unit 63 is supported by a
second switching unitguide 319b provided at atleast one
selected from between the outer frame 311 and the inner
frame 312. FIG. 4 shows a case in which the second
switching unit guide 319b is provided at the outer frame
311 to guide the movement of the second switching unit
63 by way of example.

[0068] Meanwhile, in order to maintain a state in which
the door 3 is coupled to the first rotational axis X when
the door 3 closes the introduction port 111, the rotational
axis switching unit 6 may be further provided with an elas-
tic support unit to push the first switching unit 61 toward
first shaft attaching and detaching unit 513.

[0069] The elastic support unit may include only a sec-
ond support unit 635 to elastically support the second
switching unit 63. Alternatively, the elastic support unit
may further include a first support unit 615 to elastically
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support the first switching unit 61 in addition to the second
support unit 635.

[0070] The second support unit 635 pushes the first
free end 63e of the second switching unit 63 in a direction
in which the first free end 63e of the second switching
unit 63 moves away from the switching unit receiving unit
557, and the first support unit 615 pushes the first free
end 61e of the first switching unit 61 in a direction in which
the first free end 61 e of the first switching unit 61 closes
the first shaft receiving unit 513b.

[0071] Consequently, in a case in which through the
manipulation unit 4 does not move the first switching unit
61 in adirection in which the first switching unit 61 pushes
the second switching unit 63 (i.e. when the user does not
manipulate the manipulation unit4), the first free end 63e
of the second switching unit 63 remains withdrawn from
the switching unit receiving unit 557.

[0072] In a case in which the first free end 63e of the
second switching unit 63 remains withdrawn from the
switching unit receiving unit 557 by the second support
unit 635, the second free end 61f of the first switching
unit 61 is pushed toward the first shaft attaching and de-
taching unit 513 by the second free end 63f of the second
switching unit 63. As a result, the first shaft 511b is pre-
vented from being withdrawn from the first shaft receiving
unit 513b by the first free end 61e of the first switching
unit 61.

[0073] In the present invention, therefore, the door 3
remains rotatable about the first rotational axis X unless
the user manipulates the manipulation unit 4 in a state
in which the introduction port 111 is closed by the door 3.
[0074] The reason that the door 3 remains rotatable
about the first rotational axis X in a state in which the
introduction port 111 is closed by the door 3 is that it is
advantageous to prevent the door 3 from opening the
introduction port 111 due to the weight of the door 3 when
the door 3 remains coupled to the first rotational axis X.
[0075] Thatis, in a case in which the door 3 remains
connected to the second rotational axis Y when the in-
troduction port 111 is closed by the door 3, the door 3
may be rotated about the second rotational axis Y since
a direction in which gravity is applied to the door 3 is
similar to a direction in which the door 3 is rotated about
the second rotational axis Y. In a case in which the door
3 remains coupled to the first rotational axis X when the
introduction port 111 is closed by the door 3, on the other
hand, the above-mentioned problem may be prevented.
[0076] The second support unit 635 may be configured
as a spring having one end fixed to the second switching
unit 63 and the other end fixed to either one selected
from between the outer frame 311 and the inner frame
312. In the same manner, the first support unit 615 may
be configured as a spring having one end fixed to the
first switching unit 61 and the other end fixed to either
one selected from between the outer frame 311 and the
inner frame 312.

[0077] Hereinafter, switching between the rotational
axes XandY ofthe door 3 will be described with reference



11 EP 2 998 427 A1 12

to FIGs. 5 and 6.

[0078] In a case in which the introduction port 111 is
closed by the door 3 (i.e. in a case in which the door body
31 contacts the front panel 11 or in a case in which the
handle body 41 is not pushed), the first switching unit 61
is pushed toward the first hinge 51 by the elastic support
units 615 and 635. As a result, the first free end 61e of
the first switching unit 61 prevents the first shaft 511b
from being withdrawn from the first shaft receiving unit
513b.

[0079] At this time, the fourth shaft 551a remains in-
serted in the fourth shaft receiving unit 555, but the first
free end 63e of the second switching unit 63 is not in-
serted through the flange through hole 557b (see FIG.
5(b)). This is because the second switching unit 63 is not
inserted through the flange through hole 557b unless the
first switching unit 61 is moved by the manipulation unit
4 in a direction in which the first switching unit 61 moves
away from the first hinge 51 (in the rightward direction of
FIG. 5(a)).

[0080] In a case in which the introduction port 111 is
closed by the door 3, therefore, the door 3 may be rotated
about the first rotational axis X defined by the first shaft
511b and the second shaft 531c.

[0081] At this time, when the user pulls the door body
31 away from the front panel 11 using the receiving unit
315 (i.e. when the user pulls the door body 31 without
pushing the handle body 41), the door 3 is rotated about
the first rotational axis X to open the introduction port 111
(see FIG. 3).

[0082] When the user pushes the handle body 4 in a
state in which the introduction port 111 is closed by the
door 3, on the other hand, the first switching unit 61 and
the second switching unit 63 perform movement as
shown in FIG. 6(a). That is, when the user pushes the
handle body 41, the transfer unit 45 pushes the tilted
surface 6113 provided at the contact unit611. Asaresult,
the first switching unit 61 moves toward the second
switching unit 63.

[0083] When the first switching unit 61 moves toward
the second switching unit 63, the first free end 61 e of
the first switching unit 61 moves toward the interior of the
door body 31, and the second free end 61f of the first
switching unit 61 pushes the tilted switching unit surface
631 of the second switching unit 63. Consequently, the
first shaft 511b is withdrawn from the first shaft receiving
unit 513b, and the first free end 63 e of the second switch-
ing unit 63 is inserted through the flange through hole
557b of the third hinge 55. As a result, the fourth shaft
551a is prevented from being separated from the fourth
shaft receiving unit 555 (see FIG. 6(b)).

[0084] Thatis, when the user pushes the handle body
41 in a state in which the introduction port 111 is closed
by the door 3, the door 3 may be rotated about the second
rotational axis Y defined by the fourth shaft 551a and the
third shaft 533c.

[0085] At this time, when the user pulls the door body
31 away from the front panel 11 while pushing the handle
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body 41, the door 3 is rotated about the second rotational
axis Y to open the introduction port 111 (a state of FIG. 1).
[0086] In the laundry treating apparatus 100 as de-
scribed above, the first rotational axis X may be a vertical
axis perpendicular to the bottom of the cabinet 1, and the
second rotational axis Y may be a horizontal axis parallel
to the bottom of the cabinet 1. However, the present in-
vention is not limited thereto.

[0087] Meanwhile, in the laundry treating apparatus
100 having only the above-described structure, the first
shaft 511 b may be separated from the first shaft attach-
ing and detaching unit 513 in a case in which the user
pushes the handle body 41 when the door body 31 is
rotated about the first rotational axis X.

[0088] In addition, in the laundry treating apparatus
100 having only the above-described structure, the han-
dle body 41 must be kept pushed, when the door body
31 is rotated about the second rotational axis Y, in order
to prevent the fourth shaft 551a from being separated
from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555.

[0089] Inorderto solve the above problems, therefore,
the laundry treating apparatus 100 according to the
present invention may further include a position fixing
unit 7 and 8 to fix the positions of the first switching unit
61 and the second switching unit63 when the introduction
port 111 is opened by the door 3 (i.e. when the door body
31 is separated from the front panel 11).

[0090] FIGs.5and 6 are views showing a case in which
the position fixing unit includes both a first lock 7 to fix
the position of the first switching unit 61 and a second
lock 8 to fix the position of the second switching unit 63
by way of example.

[0091] As shown in FIG. 7(a), the first lock 7 may in-
clude afirst lock body 71 detachably provided at the ma-
nipulation unit 4 and a first lock transfer unit 73 to recip-
rocate the first lock body 71 in the door body 31 in a width
direction W of the door 3.

[0092] The first lock body 71 may be formed in the
shape of a bar. The first lock body 71 is elastically sup-
ported by a firstlock support unit 79. The firstlock support
unit 79 may be configured as a spring configured to push
afree end of the firstlock body 71 toward the manipulation
unit4 while fixing the firstlock body 71 to the doorbody 31.
[0093] The first lock body 71 is provided with a tilted
first lock surface 72, which is pushed by the first lock
transfer unit 73. The tilted first lock surface 72 may be
tilted away from the manipulation unit 4 as the tilted first
lock surface 72 becomes more distant from the first lock
body 71 (i.e. as the tilted first lock surface 72 becomes
closer to the inner frame 312).

[0094] Thefirstlocktransferunit73isameansfor mov-
ing the first lock body 71 in a direction in which the first
lock body 71 becomes more distant from the handle body
41 when the introduction port 111 is closed by the door
3 and for moving the first lock body 71 in a direction in
which thefirst lock body 71 becomes closer to the handle
body 41 when the introduction port 111 is opened by the
door 3.
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[0095] To this end, the first lock transfer unit 73 may
include a transfer body 74 configured to reciprocate in a
thickness direction T of the door 3 and a push unit 76
and 78 to separate the first lock body 71 from the manip-
ulation unit 4 when coming into contact with the front
panel 11.

[0096] The door body 31 may further include a first
guide 317 (see FIG. 5) to guide the movement of the
transfer body 74.

[0097] The push unit may include a first push unit 78
fixed to the transfer body 74, the first push unit 78 being
inserted through the inner frame 312, and a second push
unit 76 fixed to the transfer body 74, the second push
unit 76 contacting the tilted first lock surface 72. In this
case, the inner frame 312 may be further provided with
a through hole (a second through hole) 313, through
which the first push unit 78 is inserted.

[0098] Unlike what is shown in the figures, however,
the first lock transfer unit 73 may be fixed to the front
panel 11. In this case, the first lock transfer unit 73 may
be inserted through the through hole (the second through
hole) 313 to push the tilted first lock surface 72 when the
introduction port 111 is closed by the door 3.

[0099] Meanwhile, the first lock body 71 may be cou-
pled to the handle body 41 via a first lock fastening unit
711a and 711b. In this case, the first lock fastening unit
may include a first fixing unit 711a and a second fixing
unit 711b provided at the handle body 41 to receive a
free end of the first lock body 71.

[0100] When the user rotates the door 3 without push-
ing the manipulation unit 4 (i.e. when the door 3 is rotated
about the first rotational axis X), the first lock body 71 is
coupled to the first fixing unit 711a. When the user rotates
the door 3 while pushing the manipulation unit4 (i.e. when
the door 3 is rotated about the second rotational axis Y),
the first lock body 71 is coupled to the second fixing unit
711b.

[0101] As shown in FIG. 8, the second lock 8 may in-
clude a second lock body 81 configured to reciprocate in
the door 3 in the thickness direction T of the door 3, a
second lock support unit 87 to elastically support the sec-
ond lock body 81, a second lock transfer unit 85 to move
the second lock body 81 in a direction in which the second
lock body 81 becomes more distant from the front panel
11 when the introduction port 111 is closed by the door
3, and a second lock fastening unit 89 to separate the
second lock body 81 from the second switching unit 63
when the introduction port 111 is closed by the door 3
and to couple the second lock body 81 to the second
switching unit 63 when the introduction port 111 is
opened by the door 3.

[0102] The second lock body 81 is reciprocated in the
door 3 while being guided by a second guide 318 provid-
ed in the door body 31.

[0103] The second lock support unit 87 may be con-
figured as a spring connecting the second lock body 81
with the door body 31. In this case, the second lock sup-
port unit 87 may push the second lock body 81 toward
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theinnerframe 312 (i.e. toward the introduction port 111).
[0104] The second lock transfer unit 85 may be fixed
to the second lock body 81 through the inner frame 312.
In this case, the inner frame 312 may be further provided
with a through hole (a first through hole) 314, through
which the second lock transfer unit 85 is inserted.
[0105] Alternatively, the second lock transfer unit 85
may be fixed to the front panel 11. In this case, when the
introduction port 111 is closed by the door body 31, the
second lock transfer unit 85 may be inserted through the
through hole (the first through hole) 314 to push the sec-
ond lock body 81.

[0106] The second lock fastening unit 89 may include
afirst fastening unit 891 provided at the second switching
unit 63 and a second fastening unit 893 provided at the
second lock body 81 such that the second fastening unit
893 is detachably coupled to the first fastening unit 891.
[0107] The shape of the second lock fastening unit 89
is not particularly restricted so long as the second lock
fastening unit 89 performs the above-described func-
tions. FIG. 8 is a view showing a case in which the first
fastening unit 891 protrudes from the outer circumfer-
ence of the second switching unit 63, and the second
fastening unit 893 protrudes from the outer circumfer-
ence of the second lock body 81 to support the first fas-
tening unit 891 based on the position of the second
switching unit 63, by way of example.

[0108] Hereinafter, the operation of the door 3, which
has the position fixing unit 7 and 8, will be described with
reference to FIGs. 7, 8, 9, and 10.

[0109] When the introduction port 111 is closed by the
door body 31, the firstlock transfer unit 73 and the second
lock transfer unit 85 are pushed by the front panel 11. As
a result, the first lock body 71 remains separated from
the manipulation unit 4 (see FIG. 7(a)), and the second
fastening unit 893 of the second lock body 81 remains
separated from the first fastening unit 891 (see FIG. 8(a)).
[0110] When the user separates the door body 31 from
the front panel 11 (i.e. when the user rotates the door
body 31 about the first rotational axis X) without pushing
the manipulation unit 4 in this state, the rotational axis
switching unit 6, the first lock 7, and the second lock 8
are operated as shown in FIG. 9.

[0111] That is, external force applied from the front
panel 11 to the first lock transfer unit 73 and the second
lock transfer unit 85 is removed. As a result, the first lock
body 71 is coupled to the first fixing unit 711a to prevent
the rotation of the handle body 41 (see FIG. 9(b)), and
the second fastening unit 893 of the second lock body
81 moves upward to the side of the first fastening unit
891 (see FIG. 8(b)) to prevent the movement of the sec-
ond switching unit 63 toward the fourth shaft 551a.
[0112] Asthe rotation of the handle body 41 is prevent-
ed by the first fixing unit 711a, the first switching unit 61
does not move even when external force is applied to
the handle body 41 while the door body 31 is rotated
about the first rotational axis X. In the present invention,
therefore, itis possible to prevent the first shaft 511b from
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being separated from the first shaft receiving unit 513b
even when external force is applied to the handle body
41 while the door body 31 is rotated about the first rota-
tional axis X.

[0113] Meanwhile, the first lock transfer unit 73 may
be pushed by the user or any object while the door body
31 isrotated about the first rotational axis X with the result
that the handle body 41 may be rotated. In the present
invention, however, itis possible for the second lock 8 to
prevent the first shaft 511b from being separated from
the first shaft receiving unit 513b.

[0114] Assumingthatthe secondlock 8 is not provided,
when the first lock transfer unit 73 is pushed by the user
or any object while the door body 31 is rotated about the
first rotational axis X, the first lock body 71 is separated
from the first fixing unit 711a of the manipulation unit 4.
At this time, when the user pushes the handle body 41,
the first free end 61e of the first switching unit 61 opens
the first shaft receiving unit 513b. As a result, the door
body 31 is separated from both the first rotational axis X
and the second rotational axis Y (the first shaft is sepa-
rated from the first shaft receiving unit 513b, and the
fourth shaft is separated from the fourth shaft receiving
unit 555.

[0115] In the present invention, however, when the
door body 31 is separated from the front panel 11 (i.e.
when the external force applied to the second lock trans-
fer unit 85 is removed), the movement of the second
switching unit 63 toward the fourth shaft 551ais prevent-
ed by the second lock 8, and therefore the movement of
the first switching unit 61, which is supported by the sec-
ond free end 63f of the second switching unit 63, is also
prevented by the second lock 8.

[0116] Inthe presentinvention, therefore, itis possible
for the second lock 8 to prevent the door body 31 from
being separated from the first shaft 511b even when ex-
ternal force is applied to the first lock transfer unit 73
while the door body 31 is rotated about the first rotational
axis X.

[0117] On the other hand, when the user pushes the
manipulation unit 4 and then separates the door body 31
from the front panel 11 (i.e. when the user rotates the
door body 31 about the first rotational axis X), the rota-
tional axis switching unit 6, the first lock 7, and the second
lock 8 are operated as shown in FIG. 10.

[0118] That is, the first switching unit 61 moves in a
direction in which the first shaft receiving unit 513b is
opened. As aresult, the second free end 63f of the second
switching unit 63 is inserted through the flange through
hole 557b to prevent the fourth shaft 551a from being
separated from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555.
[0119] In addition, the first lock transfer unit 73 and the
second lock transfer unit 85 are separated from the front
panel 11. As a result, the first lock body 71 is coupled to
the second fixing unit 711b to prevent the rotation of the
handle body 41, and the second fastening unit 893 of the
second lock body 81 moves upward to the side of the
first fastening unit 891 to prevent the movement of the
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second switching unit 63 toward the second free end 61
f of the first switching unit 61.

[0120] Asthefirstlockbody 71 is coupledtothe second
fixing unit 711b, the handle body 41 is kept rotated (i.e.
the transfer unit 45, which is provided at the manipulation
unit 4, keeps pushing the contact unit 611 of the first
switching unit 61). In the present invention, therefore, it
is possible to prevent the fourth shaft 551 a from being
separated from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555 even
when the user keeps pushing the handle body 41 while
the door body 31 is rotated about the second rotational
axis Y.

[0121] Meanwhile, in a case in which only the first lock
7 is provided at the door 3, the fourth shaft 551a may be
separated from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555 when
the first lock transfer unit 73 is pushed while the door
body 31 is rotated about the second rotational axis Y. In
the present invention, however, it is possible for the sec-
ond lock 8 to prevent the fourth shaft 551 a from being
separated from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555.
[0122] Assumingthatthe secondlock 8is notprovided,
when the first lock transfer unit 73 is pushed by the user
or any object while the door body 31 is rotated about the
second rotational axis Y, the first lock body 71 is sepa-
rated from the second fixing unit 711b of the handle body
414.

[0123] When the first lock body 71 is separated from
the second fixing unit 711b, external force applied to the
contact unit 611 of the first switching unit 61 through the
transfer unit 45 of the manipulation unit 4 is removed. As
a result, the first free end 61e of the first switching unit
61 is moved to the first shaft attaching and detaching unit
513 by the elastic support units 615 and 635, and the
firstfree end 63e of the second switching unit 63 is moved
in a direction in which the first free end 63e of the second
switching unit 63 moves away from the fourth shaft 551a.
Consequently, the fourth shaft 551a is separated from
the fourth shaft receiving unit 555.

[0124] In the present invention, however, the second
lock 8 prevents the second switching unit 63 from being
moved in a direction in which the second switching unit
63 moves away from the fourth shaft 551 a while the door
body 31 is rotated about the second rotational axis Y. In
the present invention, therefore, it is possible for the sec-
ond lock 8 to prevent the fourth shaft 551 a from being
separated from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555 even
when external force is applied to the first lock transfer
unit 73 while the door body 31 is rotated about the second
rotational axis Y.

[0125] In conclusion, in a case in which both the first
lock 7 and the second lock 8 are provided at the door 3,
it is possible to switch between the rotational axes X and
Y only when external force is applied to both the first lock
transfer unit 73 and the second lock transfer unit 85. Con-
sequently, itis possible to prevent the door body 31 from
being separated from both the first hinge 51 and the third
hinge 55 even when external force is applied to any one
of the lock transfer units during the rotation of the door
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body 31.

[0126] Meanwhile, the effects obtained by the second
lock 8 may also be obtained by a withdrawal prevention
unit 9 shown in FIG. 11.

[0127] Asshownin FIG. 11, the withdrawal prevention
unit 9 may include a first withdrawal prevention unit 91
provided at the second switching unit 63 and a second
withdrawal prevention unit 93 provided at the fourth shaft
attaching and detaching unit 552 such that the second
withdrawal prevention unit 93 is detachably coupled to
the second switching unit 63.

[0128] The first withdrawal prevention unit 91 may be
configured as a groove formed in the outer circumference
of the second switching unit 63. In this case, the second
withdrawal prevention unit 93 may be configured as a
protrusion provided at the inside of the flange through
hole 557b such that the second withdrawal prevention
unit 93 is inserted into the first withdrawal prevention unit
91.

[0129] In a case in which the withdrawal prevention
unit 9 is provided as described above, it is possible to
prevent the second switching unit 63 from being sepa-
rated from the flange through hole 557b even when ex-
ternal force is applied to the first lock transfer unit 73
while the door body 31 is rotated about the second rota-
tional axis Y.

[0130] Inthe presentinvention, therefore, itis possible
to prevent the fourth shaft 551 a from being separated
from the fourth shaft receiving unit 555 even when exter-
nal force is applied to the first lock transfer unit 73 while
the door body 31 is rotated about the second rotational
axis Y.

[0131] The laundry treating apparatus 100 according
to the present invention may include only the withdrawal
prevention unit9, excluding the firstlock 7 and the second
lock 8. Alternatively, the laundry treating apparatus 100
according to the present invention may include the first
lock 7 and either one selected from between the second
lock 8 and the withdrawal prevention unit 9. Alternatively,
the laundry treating apparatus 100 according to the
present invention may include all of the first lock 7, the
second lock 8, and the withdrawal prevention unit 9.
[0132] FIG. 12is a view showing another embodiment
of the first lock 7.

[0133] The first lock 7 according to the previous em-
bodiment is coupled to the manipulation unit 4 to fix the
position of the first switching unit 61, whereas the first
lock 7 according to this embodiment is detachably pro-
vided at the first switching unit 61 to fix the position of
the first switching unit 61.

[0134] Thatis, the first lock 7 according to this embod-
iment may include a first lock body 71 configured to re-
ciprocate in the thickness direction T of the door 3, a first
lock support unit 79 to elastically support the first lock
body 71, a first lock transfer unit 73 to move the first lock
body 71 in a direction in which the first lock body 71 be-
comes more distant from the first switching unit 61 when
the introduction port 111 is closed by the door body 31,
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and a first lock fastening unit 711 to couple the first lock
body 71 to the first switching unit 61 based on whether
the first lock transfer unit 73 contacts the front panel 11.
[0135] Thefirstlock body 71 is reciprocated in the door
3 while being guided by the first guide 317, which is pro-
vided at the outer frame 311.

[0136] The firstlock support unit 79 may be configured
as a spring connecting the first lock body 71 with the
outer frame 311 to push the first lock body 71 toward the
inner frame 312.

[0137] Thefirstlock transfer unit 73 protrudes from the
first lock body 71 such that the first lock transfer unit 73
is exposed out of the door body 31 through the through
hole (the second through hole) 313 (see FIG. 7), which
is provided in the inner frame 312.

[0138] The first lock fastening unit 711 is a means for
separating the first lock body 71 from the first switching
unit 61 when the introduction port 111 is closed by the
door body 31 and for fixing the first lock body 71 to the
first switching unit 61 when the introduction port 111 is
opened by the door body 31.

[0139] To this end, the firstlock fastening unit 711 may
include a first fixing unit 711a and a second fixing unit
711b spaced apart from each other by a predetermined
distance in a longitudinal direction W of the first switching
unit 61 and a third fixing unit 711 c provided at the first
lock body 71 such that the third fixing unit 711 cis inserted
into either one selected from between the first fixing unit
711a and the second fixing unit 711b.

[0140] In this case, the third fixing unit 711c may be
provided at a first lock flange 75 extending from the first
lock body 71 toward a space defined between the first
switching unit 61 and the outer frame 311.

[0141] In this embodiment, the first shaft 511b is pre-
vented from being separated from the first shaft receiving
unit 513b when the third fixing unit 711c is inserted into
the first fixing unit 711 a, and the fourth shaft 551a is
prevented from being withdrawn from the fourth shaft re-
ceiving unit 555 when the third fixing unit 711 cis inserted
into the second fixing unit 711b.

[0142] FIG. 13is a view showing another embodiment
of the second lock 8.

[0143] The second lock 8 according to the previous
embodiment may include a second lock body 81 config-
ured to reciprocate in the thickness direction T of the door
3, asecond lock support unit 87 to elastically support the
second lock body 81, a second lock transfer unit 85 to
move the second lock body 81 in a direction in which the
second lock body 81 becomes more distant from the sec-
ond switching unit 63 when the introduction port 111 is
closed by the door body 31, and a second lock fastening
unit 89 to couple the second lock body 81 to the second
switching unit63 based on whether the second lock trans-
fer unit 85 contacts the front panel 11.

[0144] The second lock transfer unit 85 protrudes from
the second lock body 81 such that the second lock trans-
fer unit 85 is exposed out of the door body 31 through
the through hole 314, which is provided in the inner frame
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312.

[0145] The second lock fastening unit 89 is a means
for separating the second lock body 81 from the second
switching unit 63 when the introduction port 111 is closed
by the door body 31 and for fixing the second lock body
81 to the second switching unit 63 when the introduction
port 111 is opened by the door body 31.

[0146] The second lock fastening unit 89 may include
a first fastening unit 891 and a second fastening unit 893
spaced apart from each other by a predetermined dis-
tance in alongitudinal direction H of the second switching
unit 63 (in a height direction of the door 3) and a third
fastening unit 895 provided at the second lock body 81
such that the third fastening unit 895 is inserted into either
one selected from between the first fastening unit 891
and the second fastening unit 893.

[0147] In this case, the third fastening unit 895 may be
provided at a second lock flange 811 extending from the
second lock body 81 toward a space defined between
the second switching unit 63 and the outer frame 311.
[0148] In this embodiment, the first shaft 511b is pre-
vented from being separated from the first shaft receiving
unit 513b when the third fastening unit 895 is inserted
into the first fastening unit 891, and the fourth shaft 551a
is prevented from being withdrawn from the fourth shaft
receiving unit 555 when the third fastening unit 895 is
inserted into the second fastening unit 893.

[0149] As is apparent from the above description, the
present invention has the effect of providing a laundry
treating apparatus configured such that a door is rotated
in different directions to open an introduction port,
through which laundry is introduced.

[0150] In addition, the present invention has the effect
of providing a laundry treating apparatus that enables a
user to switch between rotational axes of a door.
[0151] In addition, the present invention has the effect
of providing a laundry treating apparatus that prevents
switching between rotational axes of a door while the
door opens an introduction port.

[0152] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
presentinvention without departing from the scope of the
inventions. Thus, itis intended that the present invention
covers the modifications and variations of this invention
provided they come within the scope of the appended
claims and their equivalents.

Claims
1. Alaundry treating apparatus (100) comprising:

a cabinet (1) having an introduction port (111);
alaundry receiving unit (2) located in the cabinet
(1) to receive laundry introduced through the in-
troduction port (111);
a door (3) configured to open and close the in-
troduction port (111);
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a first hinge (51) comprising a first shaft (511b)
provided at either one selected from between
the cabinet (1) and the door (3) to define a first
rotational axis of the door (3) and a first shaft
receiving unit (513b) provided at the other one
selected from between the cabinet (1) and the
door (3) such that the first shaft (511b) is de-
tachably received in the first shaft receiving unit
(513b);

a second hinge (53) comprising a second shaft
(531 c) coupled to the door (3) to define the first
rotational axis (X) together with the first shaft
(511b), and a third shaft (533c) configured to
rotatably fix the second shaft (531c) to the cab-
inet (1) and to define a second rotational axis of
the door (3);

a third hinge (55) comprising a fourth shaft
(551a) provided at either one selected from be-
tween the cabinet (1) and the door (3) to define
the second rotational axis together with the third
shaft (533c), and a fourth shaft receiving unit
(555) provided at the other one selected from
between the cabinet (1) and the door (3) such
that the fourth shaft (551a) is detachably re-
ceived in the fourth shaft receiving unit (555);
afirst switching unit (61) provided in the door (3)
in a reciprocating fashion to open and close the
first shaft receiving unit (513b);

a second switching unit (63) provided in the door
(3) in a reciprocating fashion to open and close
the fourth shaft receiving unit (555), the second
switching unit (63) being configured to close the
fourth shaft receiving unit (555) when the first
switching unit (61) moves in a direction in which
the first shaft receiving unit (513b) is opened;
and

a withdrawal prevention unit (9) configured to
detachably couple the second switching unit
(63) to the third hinge (55) when the second
switching unit (63) closes the fourth shaft receiv-
ing unit (555).

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein

the third hinge (55) further comprises a switching
unit receiving unit (557), into which a free end of the
second switching unit (63) to close the fourth shaft
receiving unit (555) is inserted.

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
claim 2, wherein

the withdrawal prevention unit (9) comprises: a first
withdrawal prevention unit (91) provided at either
one selected from between the second switching unit
(63) and the switching unit receiving unit (557) and
a second withdrawal prevention unit (93) provided
at the other one selected from between the second
switching unit (63) and the switching unit receiving



21 EP 2 998 427 A1 22

unit (557) such that the second withdrawal preven-
tion unit (93) is detachably coupled to the first with-
drawal prevention unit (91).

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
claim 3, wherein

the first withdrawal prevention unit (91) is configured
as a groove formed in an outer circumference of the
second switching unit (63), and

the second withdrawal prevention unit (93) is config-
ured as a protrusion, which is inserted into the
groove.

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
any one of claims 1 to 4, further comprising:

a manipulation unit (4) configured to move the
first switching unit (61).

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
any one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising:

a first lock (7) configured to fix a position of the
first switching unit (61) when the door (3) opens
the introduction port (111); and

a second lock (8) configured to fix a position of
the second switching unit (63) when the door (3)
opens the introduction port (111).

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
claim 6, wherein the second lock (8) is configured to
be separated from the second switching unit (63)
when the door (3) closes the introduction port (111)
and to be coupled to the second switching unit (63)
when the door (3) opens the introduction port (111).

The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to
claim 6 or 7, wherein the second lock (8) comprises:

a second lock body (81) configured to recipro-
cate in the door (3) in a thickness direction of
the door (3);

a second lock transfer unit (85) configured to
move the second lock body (81) in a direction in
which the second lock body (81) becomes more
distant from the introduction port (111) when the
door (3) closes the introduction port (111);

a second lock support unit (87) configured to
elastically support the second lock body (81)
such that the second lock body (81) is pushed
toward the introduction port (111); and

a second lock fastening unit (89) configured to
separate the secondlock body (81) from the sec-
ond switching unit (63) when the door (3) closes
the introduction port (111) and to connect the
second lock body (81) to the second switching
unit (63) when the door (3) opens the introduc-
tion port (111).
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9. The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to

claim 8, wherein the second lock fastening unit (89)
comprises:

afirstfastening unit (891) provided at the second
switching unit (63); and

a second fastening unit (893) provided at the
second lock body (81) such that the second fas-
tening unit (893) is coupled to the first fastening
unit (891).

10. The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to

claim 8, wherein the second lock fastening unit (89)
comprises:

a first fastening unit (891) and a second fasten-
ing unit (893) provided at the second switching
unit (63), the first fastening unit (891) and the
second fastening unit (893) being spaced apart
from each other by a predetermined distance in
a direction in which the second switching unit
(63) is moved;

a second lock flange (811) protruding from the
second lock body (81) toward the second switch-
ing unit (63); and

a third fastening unit (895) provided at the sec-
ond lock flange (811) such that the third fasten-
ing unit (895) is coupled to either one selected
from between the first fastening unit (891) and
the second fastening unit (893) based on a po-
sition of the second switching unit (63).

11. The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to

any one of claims 6 to 10, wherein the first lock (7)
comprises:

a first lock body (71) configured to reciprocate
in a width direction of the door (3), the first lock
body (71) being detachably provided at the ma-
nipulation unit (4);

a first lock support unit (79) configured to elas-
tically support the first lock body (71); and

a first lock transfer unit (73) configured to sep-
arate the first lock body (71) from the manipula-
tion unit (4) when the door (3) closes the intro-
duction port (111) and to couple the first lock
body (71) to the manipulation unit (4) when the
door (3) opens the introduction port (111).

12. The laundry treating apparatus (100) according to

any one of claims 6 to 10, wherein the first lock (7)
comprises:

a first lock body (71) configured to reciprocate
inthe door (3) in a thickness direction of the door
(3)

a second lock transfer unit (85) configured to
move the first lock body (71) in a direction in
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which the firstlock body (71) becomes more dis-
tant from the introduction port (111) while con-
tacting the cabinet (1) when the door (3) closes
the introduction port (111);

a first lock support unit (79) configured to elas-
tically support the first lock body (71) such that
the first lock body (71) is pushed toward the in-
troduction port (111);

a first fixing unit (711 a) and a second fixing unit
(711 b) spaced apart from each other by a pre-
determined distance in a direction in which the
first switching unit (61) is moved;

a first lock flange (75) provided at the first lock
body (71); and

a third fixing unit (711c) provided at the first lock
flange (75) such that the third fixing unit (711c)
is coupled to either one selected from between
the first fixing unit (711 a) and the second fixing
unit(711b) based on a position of the first switch-
ing unit (61).
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[Figure 1]
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[Figure 2]
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[Figure 3]
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[Figure 4]
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[Figure 5)
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[Figure 6]
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[Figure 7]
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[Figure 8]
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[Figure 9]
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[Figure 10}
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[Figure 11]
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[Figure 12]
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