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(54) A pelt board and a method of manufacturing a pelt board

(57) An elongated pelt board (10) for accommodating
an animal pelt. The pelt board comprises a first wall el-
ement (14, 20) defining a first outwardly oriented surface,
a first inwardly oriented surface, a first set of oppositely
located longitudinal edges and a first actuator member.
The pelt board further comprises a second wall element
(16, 18) defining a second outwardly oriented surface, a

second inwardly oriented surface facing said first inward-
ly oriented surface, a second set of oppositely located
longitudinal edges and a second actuator member, and
said first wall element (14, 20) and said second wall el-
ement (16, 18) being of identical configuration and each
having a low curvature part (14, 16), and a high curvature
part (18, 20) joint together along a line of junction (17, 19).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an elongated
pelt board for accommodating an animal pelt, and a meth-
od of manufacturing a pelt board for accommodating an
animal pelt.

Background

[0002] In the drying of pelts, e.g. mink or fox pelt, after
skinning and scraping off the layer of fat on the leather
side of the pelt, the pelts are typically stretched on a pelt
board which is often provided with a fat-absorbing mate-
rial with the object of removing the remaining fat on the
leather side of the pelt.
[0003] The use of pelt boards in connection with the
drying of pelts is well known in the prior art and there has
in the past been developed a great number of configu-
rations of such pelt boards. There has also been estab-
lished a standard of pelt sizes and thus also of pelt
boards.
[0004] The most widespread pelt boards in the past
were made of wood, and may in short be described as a
flat piece of wood defining a longitudinal direction and
having in the longitudinal direction a first broadside sur-
face, a second broadside surface, a first narrow side sur-
face and a second narrow side surface. One end of the
board, the bottom end, is cut off at right angles to the
longitudinal direction. The lower end adjacent the bottom
has a constant breadth, which breadth gradually de-
creases towards a pointed and rounded end approaching
the top end of the board. Such boards typically also have
a longitudinal slot for allowing air to pass.
[0005] The drying procedure of the pelt shall be under-
stood to be a drying-out of the leather side of the pelt to
an extent which by experience prevents any attack on
the pelt by mites. The drying process is typically effected
by the blowing of dry air in the slot on the board via pipes
which are introduces into the slot, where via the perfora-
tions in the walls of the pelt bag the dry air is diffused out
of the leather side of the pelt and dries the pelt.
[0006] From WO 01/62985 is known a bag shaped hol-
ster, which is referred to as a fixing bag, which is used
for securing the pelts on a pelt board during the drying
process. The fixing bag is drawn over the board with the
stretched pelt from the cranium end of the pelt so that
the fur side of the pelt is in tight contact with the fur, which
results in the pelt being pressed against the board with
a force which is sufficient for the pelt to remain substan-
tially in the stretched position during the drying.
[0007] Further prior art includes US 3,137,963 in which
a pelt board comprising a flat body of sheet metal having
perforations therein and beads along the sides is dis-
closed.
[0008] In WO 2005/026394 is disclosed a pelt board
which is lockable in a position, in which it has a first cir-
cumference and can also assume a position in which it
has a second circumference being smaller than the first

circumference by displacing opposing half parts in rela-
tion to each other. This results in a considerably easier
removal of the pelt from the pelt board.
[0009] US 1,110,016 relates to a pelt board having a
pair of longitudinal legs and a nose piece located there
between.
[0010] US 3,526,967 relates to a pelt drying system
including an air conditioning unit for supplying tempera-
ture controlled air to a number of manifolds having noz-
zles onto which the pelt drying frames are attached.
[0011] WO 82/03634 relates to a pelting board of non-
absorbing plastics having a plurality of channels near its
edges to supply drying air to the edges of the board so
that the pelt dry evenly and stick less often to the board.
[0012] US 3,303,038 relates to a pelt drying frame
comprising opposite side rods joined at a nose over which
frame a pelt may be drawn and held taut.
[0013] DK 2012 70519 A1 relates to a pelt board has
a lower part and an upper part. The lower part has an
outer cross section circumference which is substantially
constant and the upper part has an outer cross section
which is gradually decreasing.
[0014] DK 2013 00091 U4 relates to a pelt board has
a lower part and an upper part. The lower part has an
outer cross section circumference, which is substantially
constant and the upper part has an outer cross section
which is gradually decreasing. The lower part extends
between 36cm and 50cm.
[0015] DK 177480 B1 discloses a pelt board having
two broad elongated side surfaces. The pelt board com-
prises expansion means defining a narrow elongated
side surface extending between side edges of the broad
side surfaces. The expansion means are movable be-
tween an expanded position and a non-expanded posi-
tion.
[0016] Some of the above pelt boards have an outer
circumference made up of opposing non-movable sur-
faces and opposing movable surfaces. Pelt boards hav-
ing this variable circumference for simplifying the removal
of the pelt after drying are thus known in the prior art.
The pelt boards are thus expanded during the drying
process. As the pelt is fixated firmly during drying and
may shrink slightly, the pelts may be difficult to remove
from the pelt boards. Further, the pelts are typically fix-
ated in a stretched state, thus increasing the pressure of
the pelt onto the pelt board. By reducing the circumfer-
ence of the pelt board, the pelt will be easier to remove
from the pelt board.
[0017] However, the pelt boards used until now only
feature a limited variation in the circumference in that
only a limited part of the circumferential surfaces are mov-
ing/may be reduced. Although the pelt board according
to the prior art may alter the total circumference and
thereby relax the pelt, it has been noticed by the applicant
that the pelt in some circumstances may still stick quite
firm onto the pelt board at the locations of the pelt board
at which the surface or circumference has not been re-
duced.
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[0018] It is thus an object according to the present in-
vention to provide technologies for simplifying the remov-
al of the pelts from the pelt boards and avoiding the sit-
uations where the pelt due to the drying and stretching
may stick to the pelt board, and at the same time ensure
that the pelt board keeps a substantially elliptical circum-
ference in order to distribute the inwardly oriented pres-
sure of the pelt evenly over the pelt board.
[0019] It is an advantage according to the present in-
vention that the pelt board may be locked in the expanded
position and that the movement between the expanded
position and the reduced position may be performed very
accurately using very little force.
[0020] It is a feature according to the present invention
that the pelt board may be modified to accommodate
pelts of different sizes and shapes.

Summary of the invention

[0021] The above object, the above features and the
above advantage together with numerous other objects,
advantages and features, which will be evident from the
below detailed description of the present invention, are
according to a first aspect of the present invention ob-
tained by an elongated pelt board for accommodating an
animal pelt, the pelt board defining a longitudinal direc-
tion, a first radial direction perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal direction and a second radial direction perpendic-
ular to the longitudinal direction and the first radial direc-
tion, the pelt board comprising:

a first wall element extending along said longitudinal
direction and defining a first outwardly oriented sur-
face, a first inwardly oriented surface, a first set of
oppositely located longitudinal edges and a first ac-
tuator member,
a second wall element extending along said longitu-
dinal direction and defining a second outwardly ori-
ented surface, a second inwardly oriented surface
facing said first inwardly oriented surface, a second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges and a
second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall element
being of identical configuration and each having a
low curvature part and a high curvature part joint
together along a line of junction extending generally
in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a first longitudinal edge of said first set of op-
positely located longitudinal edges, said high curva-
ture part of said first wall element defining a second
longitudinal edge of said first set of oppositely locat-
ed longitudinal edges, said low curvature part of said
second wall element defining a first longitudinal edge
of said second set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges, said high curvature part of said second wall
element defining a second longitudinal edge of said
second set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,

said first edge of said first wall element being posi-
tioned juxtaposed said second edge of said second
wall element and said first edge of said second wall
element being positioned juxtaposed said second
edge of said first wall element, said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together defining a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
said first wall element and said second wall element
defining:

a contracted state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is reduced, in which said first edge of said first
wall element is positioned closely against said
second edge of said second wall element, and
in which said first edge of said second wall ele-
ment is positioned closely against said second
edge of said first wall element, and
an expanded state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is increased, in which said first edge of said first
wall element and said second edge of said sec-
ond wall element is positioned in spaced apart
relationship in said first radial direction, and in
which said first edge of said second wall element
and said second edge of said first wall element
are positioned in spaced apart relationship and
said first radial direction and

an elongated core element extending within said
cavity along said longitudinal direction between a top
end and a bottom end and being movable in relation
to said first wall element and second wall element,
said elongated core element comprising a first co-
operating member interacting with said first actuator
member of said first wall element and second coop-
erating member interacting with said second actua-
tor member of said second wall element, for allowing
said first wall element and said second wall element,
to selectively define said contracted state or said ex-
panded state by moving said elongated core element
in said longitudinal direction relative to said first wall
element and said second wall element.

[0022] The above object, the above features and the
above advantage together with numerous other objects,
advantages and features, which will be evident from the
below detailed description of the present invention, are
according to a second aspect of the present invention
obtained by an elongated pelt board for accommodating
an animal pelt, the pelt board defining a longitudinal di-
rection, a first radial direction perpendicular to the longi-
tudinal direction and a second radial direction perpendic-
ular to the longitudinal direction and the first radial direc-
tion, the pelt board comprising:
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a first wall element extending along said longitudinal
direction and defining a first outwardly oriented sur-
face, a first inwardly oriented surface, a first set of
oppositely located longitudinal edges and a first ac-
tuator member,
a second wall element extending along said longitu-
dinal direction and defining a second outwardly ori-
ented surface, a second inwardly oriented surface
facing said first inwardly oriented surface, a second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges and a
second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall element
being of identical configuration and each having a
low curvature part and a high curvature part joint
together along a line of junction extending generally
in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a first longitudinal edge of said first set of op-
positely located longitudinal edges, said high curva-
ture part of said first wall element defining a second
longitudinal edge of said first set of oppositely locat-
ed longitudinal edges, said low curvature part of said
second wall element defining a first longitudinal edge
of said second set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges, said high curvature part of said second wall
element defining a second longitudinal edge of said
second set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being posi-
tioned juxtaposed said second edge of said second
wall element and said first edge of said second wall
element being positioned juxtaposed said second
edge of said first wall element, said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together defining a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
said first wall element and said second wall element
defining:

a contracted state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is reduced, in which said first edge of said first
wall element is positioned closely against said
second edge of said second wall element, and
in which said first edge of said second wall ele-
ment is positioned closely against said second
edge of said first wall element, and
an expanded state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is increased, in which said first edge of said first
wall element and said second edge of said sec-
ond wall element is positioned in spaced apart
relationship in said second radial direction, and
in which said first edge of said second wall ele-
ment and said second edge of said first wall el-
ement are positioned in spaced apart relation-
ship and said second radial direction, and

an elongated core element extending within said
cavity along said longitudinal direction between a top
end and a bottom end and being movable in relation
to said first wall element and second wall element,
said elongated core element comprising a first co-
operating member interacting with said first actuator
member of said first wall element and second coop-
erating member interacting with said second actua-
tor member of said second wall element, for allowing
said first wall element and said second wall element,
to selectively define said contracted state or said ex-
panded state by moving said elongated core element
in said longitudinal direction relative to said first wall
element and said second wall element.

[0023] The pelt board should have an overall size
which is suitable for accommodating a pelt of an animal
such as a mink or fox. The pelt board typically has a
substantially elliptic cylindrical shape which is tapering
in the longitudinal direction. The pelt is applied onto the
pelt board by drawing in onto the pelt board in the longi-
tudinal direction, while the pelt board assumes its ex-
panded state. It is understood that state of the art pelt
bags may be used between the pelt and the pelt board
in order to remove fatty substances from the pelt. The
wall elements typically include a large number of holes
or nozzles for allowing ventilation air to pass from the
cavity within the pelt board to the outside through the pelt.
[0024] The first and second wall elements together de-
fine the substantially elliptical outer circumference of the
pelt board, which is suitable for and adapted for accom-
modating a pelt of an animal, through its respective out-
wardly oriented surfaces. The inwardly oriented surfaces
may preferably define a concave shape, which surfaces
together define the cavity in the pelt board. The wall el-
ements are typically made of plastics. The wall elements
are further delimited in the circumferential direction by
longitudinal edges.
[0025] The elongated core element, which is located
in the cavity, is movable in the longitudinal direction in
relation to the wall elements. The actuator members of
the wall elements and the cooperating members of the
core element interact when the core element is moved
in the longitudinal direction within the cavity. The coop-
erating members move in the longitudinal direction to-
gether with the elongated core whereas the actuator
members move in any of the radial directions along with
its respective wall element. The interaction between the
cooperating members and the actuator members trans-
late the longitudinal movement of the cooperating mem-
bers to a radial movement of the actuator members.
[0026] The actuator members and the cooperating
members thus cause the wall elements to move towards
each other or away from each other in the respective first
or second radial direction, thus making the cavity smaller
or larger, when the core element is moved in the longi-
tudinal direction relative to the wall elements. The wall
elements are thus movable between the contacted state,
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in which the wall elements have moved towards each
other, reducing the radial distances, and consequently
the circumference of the pelt board and the cavity is small,
and an expanded state in which the wall elements have
moved away from each other, increasing the radial dis-
tances and consequently the circumference of the pelt
board and the cavity is large. Typically, an upward move-
ment of the elongated core element in relation to the wall
elements yields an expansion of the circumference of the
pelt board, whereas a downward movement of the elon-
gated core element in relation to the wall elements yields
a contraction of the circumference of the pelt board.
[0027] The outer surface of the wall elements will con-
stitute the contacts surface between the pelt and the pelt
board, not taking into account the optional presence of
a pelt bag between the pelt and the pelt board.
[0028] When in the expanded state, the circumference
of the pelt board is large. In this state the pelt is applied
to the pelt board, optionally using a pelt bag. During the
drying process, the pelt looses fat and moist and conse-
quently contracts slightly. It may thereafter be very diffi-
cult to remove the pelt from the board. By contacting the
pelt board by moving the wall element towards each oth-
er, the circumference of the pelt board defined by the
outer surface of the wall elements will be smaller and
thus allow the pelt to loosen from the outer surfaces of
the wall elements, such that the pelt may be removed
from the pelt board. In this context, the complete circum-
ference of the pelt board will contract, effectively elimi-
nating the risk of the pelt sticking to the pelt board.
[0029] In order to simplify the overlapping of the wall
elements and allow the gap between adjacent wall ele-
ments to be minimized, the wall elements may be partially
flexible. Although it is fully feasible to realize an expan-
sion and contraction of the pelt board via the wall element
using rigid wall elements, the thickness of the wall ele-
ment will typically prevent a fully flush outwardly oriented
surface in the expanded state. By allowing the part of the
wall element which is going to be pushed below and/or
above an adjacent wall element in the contracted state
to be flexible in relation to the part of the wall element
which is going to remain exposed to the pelt, the longi-
tudinal edges of adjacent wall elements may be caused
to be fully flush or continuous in the expanded state.
[0030] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the first actuator member and
the second actuator member constitute pins and the first
cooperating member and the second cooperating mem-
ber constitute grooves, e.g. linear or curved grooves, in
which the pins are guided between the contracted state
and the expanded state, or, wherein the first cooperating
member and the second cooperating member constitute
pins and the first actuator member and the second actu-
ator member constitute grooves, e.g. linear or curved
grooves, in which the pins are guided between the con-
tracted state and the expanded state.
[0031] The above guiding principle using a pin which
is guided by a groove allows a well defined movement

of the wall elements. It is evident that the opposite con-
figuration is equally feasible, i.e. having the first actuator
member and the second actuator member constitute
grooves, e.g. linear or curved grooves, and the first co-
operating member and the second cooperating member
constitute pins which are guided by the grooves between
the contracted state and the expanded state, or any com-
bination thereof. The longitudinal movement of the elon-
gated core thus translates into a radial movement of the
wall elements. The groove/pin configuration also allows
for a very convenient latching of the wall elements and
the core.
[0032] Another guiding principle is employed by using
wedge members which exhibit an angle and may conse-
quently slide outwardly when pushed. The longitudinal
movement of the elongated core element thus translates
into a radial movement by interaction between the sloped
members. This guiding principle may preferably be used
when changing from said contracted state to said ex-
panded state.
[0033] Yet another guiding principle is employed by
using actuator members acting on the side of the elon-
gated core element which is located opposite the wall
element to be moved. The longitudinal movement of the
elongated core element thus translates into a radial
movement by interaction typically by using sloped mem-
bers. This guiding principle may preferably be used when
changing from said expanded state to said contracted
state.
[0034] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the first wall element and the
second wall element have an arched shape such that the
first outwardly oriented surface and the second outwardly
oriented surface define a convex shape.
[0035] Using a convex shape of the wall element will
allow the outer surfaces of the wall elements to adapt to
the pelt which typically has a cylindrical shape.
[0036] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the first wall element and the
second wall element comprise ventilation grooves be-
tween the cavity and the outside of the pelt board.
[0037] Ventilation grooves may be present in order to
allow dry air to be injected into the pelt for removing any
remaining moisture in the pelt and thereby decrease the
drying time of the pelt.
[0038] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the first wall element and the
second wall element define an opening between the cav-
ity and the outside of the pelt board at the bottom end for
allowing ventilation air to enter the cavity.
[0039] The dry air injected into the pelt via the pelt
board and used for decreasing the drying time of the pelt
may be let into the pelt board via a cavity near the bottom
end of the pelt board. The bottom end of the pelt board
is typically attachable to a drying unit for holding the pelt
board in an upright position and for supplying the drying
air.
[0040] In accordance with the presently preferred em-
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bodiment of the elongated pelt board according to the
first and the second aspect of the present invention, the
first wall element and the third wall element are consti-
tuted by a first unitary structure, the second wall element
and the fourth wall element are constituted by a second
unitary structure and the core element and the core ex-
tension element are constituted by a second unitary core
element structure. Consequently, this presently pre-
ferred embodiment of the pelt board according to the first
and the second aspect of the present invention is assem-
bled from three separate elements, namely a single uni-
tary core element structure and two identically shaped
unitary wall element structures.
[0041] In order to increase the rigidity of the pelt board
and for allowing the pelt board to easily connect to a
drying unit, the pelt board may assume the same circum-
ference at the bottom end both in the expanded state and
in the contracted state. This may be made by fixedly con-
necting the wall elements at constant distance relative
to each other near the bottom end and allowing the flex-
ibility of the wall elements to determine the movement of
the lower portion of the pelt board. The lower extreme of
the pelt board is typically not used for accommodating
the pelt since the pelt boards are typically made longer
than the longest pelts for which the pelt board is intended.
[0042] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the first wall element defines a
first radial edge adjacent the top end of the elongated
core, the second wall element comprising a second radial
edge adjacent the top edge of the elongated core, the
pelt board further comprising:
a third wall element adjacent to the first wall element at
the first radial edge, the third wall element extending
along the longitudinal direction and away from the second
wall element, the third wall element defining a third out-
wardly oriented surface and a third actuator member,
a fourth wall element adjacent to the second wall element
at the second radial edge, the fourth wall element ex-
tending along the longitudinal direction and away from
the second wall element, the fourth wall element defining
a fourth outwardly oriented surface and a fourth actuator
member, the third and fourth wall elements being spaced
apart in the first radial direction, and
a core extension element connected to the top end of the
elongated core element and extending along the longi-
tudinal direction away from the elongated core element,
the core extension element being movable in relation to
the third wall element and fourth wall element, the core
extension element comprising a third cooperating mem-
ber interacting with the third actuator member of the third
wall element and a fourth cooperating member interact-
ing with the fourth actuator member of the fourth wall
element for allowing the third wall element and the fourth
wall element to change between the contracted state and
the expanded states by moving the elongated core ele-
ment and the core extension element in the longitudinal
direction relative to the first wall element, the second wall
element, the third wall element, the fourth wall element,

the third wall element and the fourth wall element.
[0043] Although it is sometimes feasible, having a pelt
board which is expandable along its entire circumference
may be undesirable near the upper part of the pelt board.
The upper part of the pelt board is intended to accom-
modate the neck and head part of the animal and since
the neck and head part of the animal pelt have a smaller
circumference than the body part of the pelt, the pelt
board usually is tapered towards the top end having a
thickness of the pelt board which is reduced near the top
of the pelt board, as described above. Since the actuator
members, cooperating members and elongated core el-
ement require some space within the cavity, it may not
be feasible to allow the pelt board to expand and contract
along its entire circumference, at the top end of the board.
[0044] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the third wall element and the
fourth wall element comprise opposing extension ele-
ments partially enclosing the core extension element.
[0045] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the pelt board comprises:

a lower section including the first wall element and
the second wall element and the elongated core el-
ement,
an upper section comprising the third wall element,
the fourth wall element and the core extension ele-
ment, and
an intermediate section located between the lower
section and the upper section and comprising a core
connecting element interconnecting the elongated
core element and the core extension element.

[0046] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the third cooperating member
and the fourth cooperating member constitute pins and
the third actuator member and the fourth actuator mem-
ber constitute grooves, e.g. linear or curved grooves, in
which the pins are guided between the contracted state
and the expanded state, or, the third actuator member
and the fourth actuator member constitute pins and the
third cooperating member and the fourth cooperating
member constitute grooves, e.g. linear or curved
grooves, in which the pins are guided between the con-
tracted state and the expanded state.
[0047] The above guiding principle using a pin which
is guided by a groove allows a well defined movement
of the wall elements. This principle has been explained
above in connection with the first and second actuator
members.
[0048] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the third wall element is con-
nected to the first wall element at the first radial edge and
the fourth wall element is connected to the second wall
element at the second radial edge.
[0049] By connecting the third wall element to the first
wall element at the first radial edge and connecting the
fourth wall element to the second wall element at the
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second radial edge, it may be assured that the third wall
element and the fourth wall element moves uniformly and
synchronous with the respective first wall element and
second wall element. It may also be avoided that the pelt
is squeezed in-between the wall element and the arched
wall elements at the first and second radial edges.
[0050] According to a further embodiment according
to the present invention, the elongated core element
comprises a first protrusion adjacent the bottom end, the
elongated core element being spring-loaded at the bot-
tom end and defining a centralized relaxed position and
a non-centralized loaded position in the first radial direc-
tion and/or second radial direction, the first wall element
and the second wall element comprise a second protru-
sion cooperating with the first protrusion such that when
the first wall element and the second wall element define
the expanded state and the elongated core element de-
fines the centralized related position, the first and second
protrusions prevent any longitudinal movement of the
elongated core element, whereas when the elongated
core element defines the non-centralized loaded posi-
tion, the first and second protrusions allow longitudinal
movement of the elongated core element.
[0051] In the state of the art expandable and contacta-
ble pelt boards, the pelt board is maintained in the ex-
panded state merely due to the design of and internal
friction between the movable parts of the pelt board. The
friction increases with the pressure applied to the pelt
board and although an increased friction may help keep-
ing the pelt board in the expanded state also when a large
inwardly pressure is applied from the pelt, it may also be
very difficult to contract the pelt board. Experience has
shown that after the drying, when the pelt has shrunk and
thus applies a large pressure onto the pelt board, the
users have to apply a large manual force to cause the
pelt board to collapse. This work is very tedious and may
lead to work related injuries.
[0052] The locking mechanism described above mak-
ing use of cooperating protrusions for preventing move-
ment of the elongated core element and thereby contrac-
tion of the pelt board allows the pelt board to remain in
the expanded state even when exposed to very large
inwardly oriented pressure, while reducing the amount
of work needed for changing the pelt board into the con-
tracted state. The first and second protrusions will inter-
lock when the elongated core is in its central position,
effectively preventing any longitudinal movement of the
elongated core, which in turn prevents any radial move-
ment of the wall elements.
[0053] By merely exposing the elongated core element
to a small radial force, overcoming the friction between
the first and second protrusion and the spring constant
of the elongated core element, the inwardly oriented
pressure from the dried pelt will cause the wall element
to move inwardly and the pelt board to contact, while the
elongated core element is moved in the longitudinal di-
rection and the first protrusion is passing by the second
protrusion. This mechanism will also be less prone to

accidental activation since it is not depending on any hard
to determine internal friction between the activation mem-
bers and the cooperating members.
[0054] It is evident that the above locking mechanism
may be used for a generic pelt board which does not
necessarily have to encompass the four way expansion.
Such pelt board may e.g. be defined as an elongated pelt
board for accommodating an animal pelt, the pelt board
defining a longitudinal direction, a first radial direction
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction and a second
radial direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction
and the first radial direction, the pelt board having a wall
element and an elongated core element covered by the
wall element, the wall element being capable of assuming
an expanded state and a contacted state by longitudinal
movement of the elongated core element, the elongated
core element comprising a first protrusion adjacent a bot-
tom end of the pelt board, the core element being spring-
loaded at the bottom end and defines a centralized re-
laxed position and a non-centralized loaded position in
the first radial direction and/or second radial direction,
the wall element comprising a second protrusion coop-
erating with the first protrusion such that when the wall
element define the expanded state and the elongated
core element define the centralized related position, the
first and second protrusions preventing any longitudinal
movement of the elongated core element, whereas when
the elongated core element define the non-centralized
loaded position, the first and second protrusions allow
longitudinal movement of the elongated core element.
[0055] The change from expanded state to contracted
state may preferably be made when the bottom end of
the elongated core element is attached to the drying unit,
e.g. by tilting the pelt board sideways, thereby also taking
advantage of the leverage provided by the pelt board for
overcoming the friction between the first and second pro-
trusions. The above object, the above features and the
above advantage together with numerous other objects,
advantages and features which will be evident from the
below detailed description of the present invention are
according to a third aspect of the present invention ob-
tained by a method of manufacturing a pelt board for
accommodating an animal pelt, the method comprising:

providing a first wall element defining a first outward-
ly oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented surface,
a first set of oppositely located longitudinal edges
and a first actuator member,
providing a second wall element defining a second
outwardly oriented surface, a second inwardly ori-
ented surface, a second set of oppositely located
longitudinal edges and a second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall element
being of identical configuration and each having a
low curvature part and a high curvature part joint
together along a line of junction extending generally
in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element de-
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fining a first longitudinal edge of said first set of op-
positely located longitudinal edges, said high curva-
ture part of said first wall element defining a second
longitudinal edge of said first set of oppositely locat-
ed longitudinal edges, said low curvature part of said
second wall element defining a first longitudinal edge
of said second set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges, said high curvature part of said second wall
element defining a second longitudinal edge of said
second set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being posi-
tioned juxtaposed said second edge of said second
wall element and said first edge of said second wall
element being positioned juxtaposed said second
edge of said first wall element, said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together defining a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
providing an elongated core element comprising a
first cooperating member and a second cooperating
member,
positioning said first wall element and said second
wall element along a longitudinal direction such that
said first inwardly oriented surface is facing said sec-
ond inwardly oriented surface and spaced apart
along a first radial direction perpendicular to said lon-
gitudinal direction, such that said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together define a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
interacting said first cooperating member and said
second cooperating member with said first actuator
member of said first wall element and said second
actuator member of said second wall element, re-
spectively, and
moving said elongated core element in said longitu-
dinal direction relative to said first wall element and
said second wall element causing said first wall el-
ement and said second wall element to move be-
tween a contracted state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly oriented surface
and said second inwardly oriented surface is re-
duced, in which said first edge of said first wall ele-
ment is positioned closely against said second edge
of said second wall element, and in which said first
edge of said second wall element is positioned close-
ly against said second edge of said first wall element,
and
an expanded state in which said first radial distance
between said first inwardly oriented surface and said
second inwardly oriented surface is increased, in
which said first edge of said first wall element and
said second edge of said second wall element is po-
sitioned in spaced apart relationship in said first ra-
dial direction, and in which said first edge of said
second wall element and said second edge of said
first wall element are positioned in spaced apart re-
lationship and said first radial direction.

[0056] The above object, the above features and the
above advantage together with numerous other objects,
advantages and features which will be evident from the
below detailed description of the present invention are
according to a fourth aspect of the present invention ob-
tained by a method of manufacturing a pelt board for
accommodating an animal pelt, the method comprising:

providing a first wall element defining a first outward-
ly oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented surface,
a first set of oppositely located longitudinal edges
and a first actuator member,
providing a second wall element defining a second
outwardly oriented surface, a second inwardly ori-
ented surface, a second set of oppositely located
longitudinal edges and a second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall element
being of identical configuration and each having a
low curvature part and a high curvature part joint
together along a line of junction extending generally
in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a first longitudinal edge of said first set of op-
positely located longitudinal edges, said high curva-
ture part of said first wall element defining a second
longitudinal edge of said first set of oppositely locat-
ed longitudinal edges, said low curvature part of said
second wall element defining a first longitudinal edge
of said second set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges, said high curvature part of said second wall
element defining a second longitudinal edge of said
second set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being posi-
tioned juxtaposed said second edge of said second
wall element and said first edge of said second wall
element being positioned juxtaposed said second
edge of said first wall element, said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together defining a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
providing an elongated core element comprising a
first cooperating member and a second cooperating
member,
positioning said first wall element and said second
wall element along a longitudinal direction such that
said first inwardly oriented surface is facing said sec-
ond inwardly oriented surface and spaced apart
along a first radial direction perpendicular to said lon-
gitudinal direction, such that said first inwardly ori-
ented surface and said second inwardly oriented sur-
face together define a cavity along said longitudinal
direction,
interacting said first cooperating member and said
second cooperating member with said first actuator
member of said first wall element and said second
actuator member of said second wall element, re-
spectively, and
moving said elongated core element in said longitu-
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dinal direction relative to said first wall element and
said second wall element causing said first wall el-
ement and said second wall element to move be-
tween a contracted state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly oriented surface
and said second inwardly oriented surface is re-
duced, in which said first edge of said first wall ele-
ment is positioned closely against said second edge
of said second wall element, and in which said first
edge of said second wall element is positioned close-
ly against said second edge of said first wall element,
and
an expanded state in which said first radial distance
between said first inwardly oriented surface and said
second inwardly oriented surface is increased, in
which said first edge of said first wall element and
said second edge of said second wall element is po-
sitioned in spaced apart relationship in said second
radial direction, and in which said first edge of said
second wall element and said second edge of said
first wall element are positioned in spaced apart re-
lationship and said first radial direction.

[0057] The above method according to the third and
fourth aspects may preferably be used together with the
pelt board according to the first and second aspects. The
wall elements and the elongated core are preferably
made as separate molded plastic items. The wall ele-
ments are typically snap fitted together. In some cases,
the first wall element and the second wall element may
constitute two or more items which are snap fitted togeth-
er.

Brief description of the drawings

[0058]

FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C are a series illustrating sche-
matically a first embodiment of a pelt board accord-
ing to the present invention,
FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are a series similar to the series
of FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C, respectively, illustrating an
alternative embodiment of the pelt board according
to the present invention,
FIGS. 3A, 3B and 3C are a series similar to the series
of FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C, respectively, illustrating a
modification of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 2A,
2B and 2C,
FIGS. 4A and 4B are illustrations similar to the illus-
trations of FIGS. 1A and 1B, respectively, of a com-
plete pelt board,
FIG. 5 illustrates details of the pelt board shown in
FIGS. 1A-1C, and
FIG. 6 illustrates further details of the assembling of
the pelt board shown in FIG. 5.

Detailed description of the drawings

[0059] FIG. 1A shows a perspective view of a part of
a first embodiment of a pelt board 10 in its contracted or
non-expanded state. The part of the pelt board shown in
FIG. 1A is designated the reference numeral 12 and the
entire first embodiment 10 of the pelt board is shown in
FIGS. 4A and 4B, which will be described in greater de-
tails below.
[0060] The lower part 12 of the pelt board 10 is com-
posed of a total of three components, namely two iden-
tically shaped shell parts 22 and 24 and a central elon-
gated core element 26.
[0061] Each of the shell parts 22 and 24 comprise a
major low curvature wall part 14 and 16, respectively,
and a minor high curvature wall part 18 and 20, respec-
tively. The major low curvature wall parts 14 and 16 are
joint to the minor high curvature parts 18 and 20, respec-
tively, through imaginary lines 17 and 19, respectively.
[0062] The first embodiment of the pelt board 10 shown
in FIG. 1A is of a structure, in which the two identically
shaped shell parts 22 and 24 in the contracted or non-
expanded state shown in FIG. 1A constitute an almost
perfectly configured elliptical cross sectional configura-
tion as the longitudinal edges of the oppositely positioned
shell parts 22 and 24 join one another in a basically un-
broken elliptically cross sectional configuration. The el-
liptical cross sectional configuration of the pelt board 10
shown in FIG. 1A is believed to improve the ability of the
pelt board to allow an easy removal of the pelt from the
pelt board after the tanning of the pelt as the outer surface
of the pelt board in its contracted or collapsed state is
almost "perfectly" uniform without any substantive dis-
continuities.
[0063] In FIG. 1B, the first embodiment of the pelt board
10 is shown in its expanded state, in which the two shell
parts 22 and 24 are caused to be shifted away from one
another establishing a gap between the edges of the op-
positely positioned shell parts 22 and 24. The shift of the
shell parts 22 and 24 away from one another as illustrated
in FIG. 1B and indicated by arrows is accomplished by
shifting the central elongated core element 26 in a direc-
tion also indicated by an arrow inwardly into the interior
of the pelt board 10 forcing the shell parts 22 and 24 away
from one another.
[0064] The separation or the shifting of the shell parts
14 and 16 is accomplished by means of cooperating ac-
tuator elements 34 and 36 shown in FIG. 1C, the actuator
elements 34 being constituted by triangularly shaped
bodies extending inwardly from the central part of the
major low curvature wall part 22 of the shell part 22 and
likewise from the major low curvature wall part 16 of the
shell part 24, and the central elongated rod 26 is provided
with actuator members 36 defining cooperating sloping
cam surfaces with which the actuator members 34 co-
operate for pushing the shell parts 22 and 24 away from
one another to the expanded state shown in FIG. 1C.
[0065] In FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C, a second embodiment
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of the pelt board 10I is shown having the same shell parts
22 and 24 as illustrated in FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C as de-
scribed above and the central elongated core element
26. Whereas in FIGS. 1B and 1C, the expansion of the
pelt board is established as a vertical separation by push-
ing the shell parts away from one another, the second
embodiment shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C establishes
the expansion of the pelt board by shifting the shell parts
22 and 24 sidewise as illustrated in FIG. 2B and as ac-
complished by the cooperation between the actuator
members 34I and 36I shown in Fig. 2C. To be more pre-
cise, in FIG. 2B, the shell part 22 is shifted to the right
and similarly, the shell part 24 is shifted to the left relative
to the central elongated core elements 26.
[0066] In FIGS. 3A, 3B and 3C, a modified or alterna-
tive embodiment of the second embodiment shown in
FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C, respectively, is illustrated differing
from the above described second embodiment 10I in that
the modified embodiment having the reference numeral
10" shifts the shell parts 22 and 24 in opposite directions
as compared to the shifting shown in FIG. 2B and is il-
lustrated in FIG. 3B, the shell part 22 is shifted to the left
and simultaneously, the shell 24 is shifted to the right as
accomplished by the modified cooperating actuator
members 34" and 36".
[0067] In FIGS. 4A and 4B, the entire pelt board 10 is
shown having in addition to the lower part 12 shown in
FIG. 1A, an upper part 30 constituting a geometrical ex-
tension and continuation of the lower part 12 and having
a tapering configuration. The upper part 30 also compris-
es two shell parts 32 and 34 which, like the shell parts
22 and 24 of the lower part 12, are caused to be separated
similar to the separation of the shell parts 22 and 24 of
the first embodiment 10 described above with reference
to FIGS 1A, 1 B and 1C. It is readily understood that the
separation of the two shell parts 32 and 34 of the upper
part 30 is accomplished in the same manner as described
above with reference to FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C in relation
to the lower part 12 of the pelt board 10, and like the
second embodiment 10I shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C
and the modified embodiment 10" shown in FIGS. 3A,
3B and 3C, the complete pelt board 10 shown in FIGS.
4A and 4B may be modified into establishing the sidewise
expansion described above with reference to FIGS. 2A,
2B and 2C and also FIGS. 3A, 3B and 3C.
[0068] FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 illustrate in greater details a
further embodiment 10III of the pelt board according to
the present invention, which embodiment exhibits the
highly advantageous feature of being composed of no
more than three components, namely two identically
shaped shell parts 38 and 40 and a central core element
36. The shell parts 38 and 40 integrally comprise the shell
parts 22, 32 and 24, 34, respectively, of the first embod-
iment 10 of the pelt board, as the shell parts 22 and 32
and similarly the shell parts 24 and 34 of the lower and
upper parts 12 and 30, respectively, of the pelt board 10
are constituted by a single integral component 38 and
40, respectively.

[0069] Likewise, the central elongated core element
serving to shift in a forced manner the shell parts 38 and
40 from the contracted or non-expanded state to the ex-
panded state and vice versa serve to engage with the
actuator elements of the shell parts 38 and 40.

Reference numerals used in the drawings

[0070]

10. Pelt board
12. Lower part
14. Major low curvature wall part
16. Major low curvature wall part
17. Imaginary line
18. Minor high curvature wall part
19. Imaginary line
20. Minor high curvature wall part
22. Shell part
24. Shell part
26. Elongated core element
30. Upper part
32. Shell part
34. Shell part
36. Central core element
38. Shell part
40. Shell part

Claims

1. An elongated pelt board for accommodating an an-
imal pelt, said pelt board defining a longitudinal di-
rection, a first radial direction perpendicular to said
longitudinal direction and a second radial direction
perpendicular to said longitudinal direction and said
first radial direction, said pelt board comprising:

a first wall element extending along said longi-
tudinal direction and defining a first outwardly
oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented sur-
face, a first set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges and a first actuator member,
a second wall element extending along said lon-
gitudinal direction and defining a second out-
wardly oriented surface, a second inwardly ori-
ented surface facing said first inwardly oriented
surface, a second set of oppositely located lon-
gitudinal edges and a second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement being of identical configuration and each
having a low curvature part and a high curvature
part joint together along a line of junction extend-
ing generally in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said first wall element de-
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fining a second longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
low curvature part of said second wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said second wall element
defining a second longitudinal edge of said sec-
ond set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being
positioned juxtaposed said second edge of said
second wall element and said first edge of said
second wall element being positioned juxta-
posed said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, said first inwardly oriented surface and
said second inwardly oriented surface together
defining a cavity along said longitudinal direc-
tion,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement defining:

a contracted state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly orient-
ed surface and said second inwardly orient-
ed surface is reduced, in which said first
edge of said first wall element is positioned
closely against said second edge of said
second wall element, and in which said first
edge of said second wall element is posi-
tioned closely against said second edge of
said first wall element, and
an expanded state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly orient-
ed surface and said second inwardly orient-
ed surface is increased, in which said first
edge of said first wall element and said sec-
ond edge of said second wall element is po-
sitioned in spaced apart relationship in said
first radial direction, and in which said first
edge of said second wall element and said
second edge of said first wall element are
positioned in spaced apart relationship and
said first radial direction and

an elongated core element extending within said
cavity along said longitudinal direction between
a top end and a bottom end and being movable
in relation to said first wall element and second
wall element, said elongated core element com-
prising a first cooperating member interacting
with said first actuator member of said first wall
element and second cooperating member inter-
acting with said second actuator member of said
second wall element, for allowing said first wall
element and said second wall element, to selec-
tively define said contracted state or said ex-
panded state by moving said elongated core el-
ement in said longitudinal direction relative to
said first wall element and said second wall el-

ement.

2. An elongated pelt board for accommodating an an-
imal pelt, said pelt board defining a longitudinal di-
rection, a first radial direction perpendicular to said
longitudinal direction and a second radial direction
perpendicular to said longitudinal direction and said
first radial direction, said pelt board comprising:

a first wall element extending along said longi-
tudinal direction and defining a first outwardly
oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented sur-
face, a first set of oppositely located longitudinal
edges and a first actuator member,
a second wall element extending along said lon-
gitudinal direction and defining a second out-
wardly oriented surface, a second inwardly ori-
ented surface facing said first inwardly oriented
surface, a second set of oppositely located lon-
gitudinal edges and a second actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement being of identical configuration and each
having a low curvature part and a high curvature
part joint together along a line of junction extend-
ing generally in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a second longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
low curvature part of said second wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said second wall element
defining a second longitudinal edge of said sec-
ond set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being
positioned juxtaposed said second edge of said
second wall element and said first edge of said
second wall element being positioned juxta-
posed said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, said first inwardly oriented surface and
said second inwardly oriented surface together
defining a cavity along said longitudinal direc-
tion,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement defining:

a contracted state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly orient-
ed surface and said second inwardly orient-
ed surface is reduced, in which said first
edge of said first wall element is positioned
closely against said second edge of said
second wall element, and in which said first
edge of said second wall element is posi-
tioned closely against said second edge of
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said first wall element, and
an expanded state in which said first radial
distance between said first inwardly orient-
ed surface and said second inwardly orient-
ed surface is increased, in which said first
edge of said first wall element and said sec-
ond edge of said second wall element is po-
sitioned in spaced apart relationship in said
second radial direction, and in which said
first edge of said second wall element and
said second edge of said first wall element
are positioned in spaced apart relationship
and said second radial direction and

an elongated core element extending within said
cavity along said longitudinal direction between
a top end and a bottom end and being movable
in relation to said first wall element and second
wall element, said elongated core element com-
prising a first cooperating member interacting
with said first actuator member of said first wall
element and second cooperating member inter-
acting with said second actuator member of said
second wall element, for allowing said first wall
element and said second wall element, to selec-
tively define said contracted state or said ex-
panded state by moving said elongated core el-
ement in said longitudinal direction relative to
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement.

3. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said first actuator member and said
second actuator member constitute pins and said
first cooperating member and said second cooper-
ating member constitute grooves, e.g. linear or
curved grooves, in which said pins are guided be-
tween said contracted state and said expanded
state, or, wherein said first cooperating member and
said second cooperating member constitute pins
and said first actuator member and said second ac-
tuator member constitute grooves, e.g. linear or
curved grooves, in which said pins are guided be-
tween said contracted state and said expanded
state.

4. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said first wall element and said sec-
ond wall element comprise ventilation grooves be-
tween said cavity and the outside of said pelt board.

5. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said first wall element and said sec-
ond wall element define an opening between said
cavity and the outside of said pelt board at said bot-
tom end for allowing ventilation air to enter said cav-
ity.

6. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said first wall element and said sec-
ond wall element have an arched shape such that
said first outwardly oriented surface and said second
outwardly oriented surface define a convex shape.

7. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said first wall element defines a first
radial edge adjacent said top end of said elongated
core and said second wall element defines a second
radial edge adjacent said top edge of said elongated
core, said pelt board further comprising:

a third wall element adjacent to said first wall
element at said first radial edge, said third wall
element extending along said longitudinal direc-
tion and away from said second wall element,
said third wall element defining a third outwardly
oriented surface and a third actuator member,
a fourth wall element adjacent to said second
wall element at said second radial edge, said
fourth wall element extending along said longi-
tudinal direction and away from said second wall
element, said fourth wall element defining a
fourth outwardly oriented surface and a fourth
actuator member, said third and fourth wall ele-
ments being spaced apart in said first radial di-
rection, and
a core extension element connected to said top
end of said elongated core element and extend-
ing along said longitudinal direction away from
said elongated core element, said core exten-
sion element being movable in relation to said
third wall element and fourth wall element, said
core extension element comprising a third co-
operating member interacting with said third ac-
tuator member of said third wall element and a
fourth cooperating member interacting with said
fourth actuator member of said fourth wall ele-
ment for allowing said third wall element and
said fourth wall element to change between said
contracted state and said expanded states by
moving said elongated core element and said
core extension element in said longitudinal di-
rection relative to said first wall element, said
second wall element, said third wall element and
said fourth wall element.

8. The pelt board according to claim 7, said first wall
element and said third wall element being constituted
by a first unitary wall element structure, said second
wall element and said fourth wall element being con-
stituted by a second unitary wall element structure
and said core element and said core extension ele-
ment being constituted by a single unitary core ele-
ment structure.

9. The pelt board according to any of the claims 7-8,
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wherein said pelt board comprises:

a lower section including said first wall element
and said second wall element and said elongat-
ed core element,
an upper section comprising said third wall ele-
ment, said fourth wall element and said core ex-
tension element, and
an intermediate section located between said
lower section and said upper section and com-
prising a core connecting element interconnect-
ing said elongated core element and said core
extension element.

10. The pelt board according to any of the claim 7-9,
wherein said third wall element being connected to
said first wall element at said first radial edge and
said fourth wall element being connected to said sec-
ond wall element at said second radial edge.

11. The pelt board according to any of the claims 7-9,
wherein said third cooperating member and said
fourth cooperating member constitute pins and said
third actuator member and said fourth actuator mem-
ber constitute grooves, e.g. linear or curved grooves,
in which said pins are guided between said contract-
ed state and said expanded state, or wherein said
third actuator member and said fourth actuator mem-
ber constitute pins and said third cooperating mem-
ber and said fourth cooperating member constitute
grooves, e.g. linear or curved grooves, in which said
pins are guided between said contracted state and
said expanded state.

12. The pelt board according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said elongated core element com-
prises a first protrusion adjacent said bottom end,
said elongated core element being spring-loaded at
said bottom end and defines a centralized relaxed
position and a non-centralized loaded position in said
first radial direction and/or second radial direction,
said first wall element and said second wall element
comprise a second protrusion cooperating with said
first protrusion such that when said first wall element
and said second wall element define said expanded
state and said elongated core element define said
centralized related position, said first and second
protrusions prevent any longitudinal movement of
said elongated core element, whereas when said
elongated core element define said non-centralized
loaded position, said first and second protrusions al-
low longitudinal movement of said elongated core
element.

13. A method of manufacturing a pelt board for accom-
modating an animal pelt, said method comprising:

providing a first wall element defining a first out-

wardly oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented
surface, a first set of oppositely located longitu-
dinal edges and a first actuator member,
providing a second wall element defining a sec-
ond outwardly oriented surface, a second in-
wardly oriented surface, a second set of oppo-
sitely located longitudinal edges and a second
actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement being of identical configuration and each
having a low curvature part and a high curvature
part joint together along a line of junction extend-
ing generally in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a second longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
low curvature part of said second wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said second wall element
defining a second longitudinal edge of said sec-
ond set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being
positioned juxtaposed said second edge of said
second wall element and said first edge of said
second wall element being positioned juxta-
posed said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, said first inwardly oriented surface and
said second inwardly oriented surface together
defining a cavity along said longitudinal direc-
tion,
providing an elongated core element comprising
a first cooperating member and a second coop-
erating member,
positioning said first wall element and said sec-
ond wall element along a longitudinal direction
such that said first inwardly oriented surface is
facing said second inwardly oriented surface
and spaced apart along a first radial direction
perpendicular to said longitudinal direction, such
that said first inwardly oriented surface and said
second inwardly oriented surface together de-
fine a cavity along said longitudinal direction,
interacting said first cooperating member and
said second cooperating member with said first
actuator member of said first wall element and
said second actuator member of said second
wall element, respectively, and
moving said elongated core element in said lon-
gitudinal direction relative to said first wall ele-
ment and said second wall element causing said
first wall element and said second wall element
to move between a contracted state in which
said first radial distance between said first in-
wardly oriented surface and said second inward-
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ly oriented surface is reduced, in which said first
edge of said first wall element is positioned
closely against said second edge of said second
wall element, and in which said first edge of said
second wall element is positioned closely
against said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, and
an expanded state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is increased, in which said first edge of said first
wall element and said second edge of said sec-
ond wall element is positioned in spaced apart
relationship in said first radial direction, and in
which said first edge of said second wall element
and said second edge of said first wall element
are positioned in spaced apart relationship and
said first radial direction.

14. A method of manufacturing a pelt board for accom-
modating an animal pelt, said method comprising:

providing a first wall element defining a first out-
wardly oriented surface, a first inwardly oriented
surface, a first set of oppositely located longitu-
dinal edges and a first actuator member,
providing a second wall element defining a sec-
ond outwardly oriented surface, a second in-
wardly oriented surface, a second set of oppo-
sitely located longitudinal edges and a second
actuator member,
said first wall element and said second wall el-
ement being of identical configuration and each
having a low curvature part and a high curvature
part joint together along a line of junction extend-
ing generally in said longitudinal direction,
said low curvature part of said first wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said first wall element de-
fining a second longitudinal edge of said first set
of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
low curvature part of said second wall element
defining a first longitudinal edge of said second
set of oppositely located longitudinal edges, said
high curvature part of said second wall element
defining a second longitudinal edge of said sec-
ond set of oppositely located longitudinal edges,
said first edge of said first wall element being
positioned juxtaposed said second edge of said
second wall element and said first edge of said
second wall element being positioned juxta-
posed said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, said first inwardly oriented surface and
said second inwardly oriented surface together
defining a cavity along said longitudinal direc-
tion,
providing an elongated core element comprising

a first cooperating member and a second coop-
erating member,
positioning said first wall element and said sec-
ond wall element along a longitudinal direction
such that said first inwardly oriented surface is
facing said second inwardly oriented surface
and spaced apart along a first radial direction
perpendicular to said longitudinal direction, such
that said first inwardly oriented surface and said
second inwardly oriented surface together de-
fine a cavity along said longitudinal direction,
interacting said first cooperating member and
said second cooperating member with said first
actuator member of said first wall element and
said second actuator member of said second
wall element, respectively, and
moving said elongated core element in said lon-
gitudinal direction relative to said first wall ele-
ment and said second wall element causing said
first wall element and said second wall element
to move between a contracted state in which
said first radial distance between said first in-
wardly oriented surface and said second inward-
ly oriented surface is reduced, in which said first
edge of said first wall element is positioned
closely against said second edge of said second
wall element, and in which said first edge of said
second wall element is positioned closely
against said second edge of said first wall ele-
ment, and
an expanded state in which said first radial dis-
tance between said first inwardly oriented sur-
face and said second inwardly oriented surface
is increased, in which said first edge of said first
wall element and said second edge of said sec-
ond wall element is positioned in spaced apart
relationship in said second radial direction, and
in which said first edge of said second wall ele-
ment and said second edge of said first wall el-
ement are positioned in spaced apart relation-
ship and said first radial direction.
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