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(54) BOTTLE COVER

(57)  Abottle cover (10) for covering the lower part of
a wine bottle, the bottle cover (10) comprising a body
(12) and a base (14), the body (12) having a cylindrical
portion (16) and a substantially conical portion (18) ex-
tending from one end of the cylindrical portion (16), the
other end of the cylindrical portion (16) being open,

the substantially conical portion (18) terminating in an
aperture (20) through which a bottle neck can extend,
the base (14) being substantially circular and having a
peripheral upstanding flange (32, Fig 2),

both the body (12) and base (14) being made from metal
ormetal alloy, in use, the base (14) being rigidly fastened
to the body (10) for retaining a bottle within the cover (10).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a bottle cover
and particularly but not exclusively to a bottle cover for
a bottle of sparkling wine.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

[0002] The more expensive sparkling wines and cham-
pagnes are often sold in individual bottles, for example,
on wine shop or supermarket shelves. In order to protect
the sparkling wine or champagne from light, the bottles
are boxed. Wines exposed to light tend to deteriorate
over time. Manufacturers do their best to make the boxes
look attractive and appealing to customers, but the ap-
pearance of the bottled wine is lost. Generally the mar-
keting appeal of a box is not as appealing as that of a
bottle. The use of, typically green bottles and foils around
the corks is not sufficient protection against light, al-
though it does reduce the impact of exposure by slowing
the rate of deterioration of the wine.

[0003] It is also understood that fluctuating tempera-
ture, and, in particular, warm temperatures tend to cause
deterioration of wine. Hence, it is advantageous if fluctu-
ations in temperature, even short term fluctuations, can
be avoided.

[0004] Itis an object of the present invention to reduce
or substantially obviate the aforementioned problems.

STATEMENT OF INVENTION

[0005] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a bottle cover for covering the lower part of a wine
bottle, the bottle cover comprising a body and a base,
the body having a cylindrical portion and a substantially
conical portion extending from one end of the cylindrical
portion, the other end of the cylindrical portion being
open,

the substantially conical portion terminating in an aper-
ture through which a bottle neck can extend,

the base being substantially circular and having a periph-
eral upstanding flange,

both the body and base being made from metal or metal
alloy,

in use, the base being rigidly fastened to the body for
retaining a bottle within the cover.

[0006] Advantageously, by providing a bottle cover
made from metal or metal alloy, the bottle can be shielded
from light and hence the risk of light deterioration is sub-
stantially mitigated. Furthermore, by covering the major-
ity of the bottle, i.e. the lower part, but not the foiled upper
end, the bottle can be opened and the wine consumed,
whilst the cover is in place. It has not been found neces-
sary to cover the foiled upper end of a bottle, because
the foil is sufficient protection from light. It should be un-
derstood that the 'lower’ part of the wine bottle includes
sections of the base, the body and the neck of the bottle,
up to the foiled upper end.
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[0007] The bottle cover is intended to be permanent,
that is, once the base is attached to the body, it is not
intended to be removed. This is to prevent the bottle from
falling out of the cover, when the bottle is lifted from the
body of the cover.

[0008] The base may be bonded to the body with ce-
ment or adhesive.

[0009] The base may have a domed central region,
which may locate in a deep punt on the underside of a
sparkling wine bottle. Sparkling wine bottles require a
deep recess formed in their base to effectively reinforce
the base of the bottle to retain the pressure of the wine
within. The dome substantially follows the shape of the
underside of the bottle and a wine waiter or sommelier
may utilise the domed recess to assist in holding the bot-
tle.

[0010] The domed central region may extend in the
same direction as the peripheral upstanding flange.
[0011] The metalalloyis preferably pewter. The pewter
may be hand crafted.

[0012] Preferably the bottle cover is dipped in gold,
preferably 24 carat gold. The gold is highly decorative
and desirable, but also provides a reflective surface
which assists in keeping the cover and bottle within cool,
when exposed to the sun, for example.

[0013] At least part of the surface of the bottle cover
may be textured with hammered dents.

[0014] A three-dimensional plaque may sit proud of the
body portion for displaying indicia formed in the plaque.
The plague may be in the form of a crest, with a raised
and decorated periphery.

[0015] A further three-dimensional plaque may sit
proud of the body portion for displaying indicia on the
opposing side of the bottle cover. The further three-di-
mensional plaque may be smaller and may display prod-
uct details pertaining to the contents of a bottle to be
received within the bottle cover.

[0016] The bottle cover is shaped to match the shape
of a champagne bottle and so the effect is that it looks
like a very impressive bottle in use. Furthermore, a bottle
of expensive champagne can be displayed by using the
cover, without the need for a box, and so the productand
brand is significantly enhanced in the retail environment.
The raised plaques, the gold coating, and the hammered
effect may all combine to provide an elegant visual dis-

play.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] Forabetter understanding of the presentinven-
tion, and to show more clearly how it may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made by way of example
only to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of bottle cover of
the invention;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the bottle cover
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of Figure 1, with the base detached; and

Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the bottle cover
of Figure 1 & 2, in use, covering a bottle of cham-
pagne.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0018] Referring firstly to Figures 1 and 2, an embod-
iment of bottle cover is indicated generally at 10. The
bottle cover 10 comprises abody 12 and a base 14, which
are fastened together in use and substantially replicate
the shape of the base, body and part of the neck area of
a typical bottle used for sparkling wine, e.g. champagne.
The bottle cover 10 is intended to be a close fit with min-
imal clearance over a bottle of champagne.

[0019] The body 12 has a substantially cylindrical por-
tion 16 with circular cross section extending into atapered
or substantially conical portion 18, at the upper end of
the cylindrical portion 16, as viewed in Figures 1 and 3,
and as used. The cylindrical portion 16 is open atits lower
end, presenting a circular aperture 20 for receiving a bot-
tle.

[0020] The body in the embodiment shown is made
from pewter, which is hand crafted with a hammer to cre-
ate a dented or rippled surface effect. Smooth circumfer-
entialbands 22, 24 are provided in the surface atits upper
and lower ends; and also partway along the body, refer-
enced 26, at the position of the transition from the cylin-
drical portion and the conical portion. The upper and mid
bands 22, 26 are provided for aesthetic reasons, but the
lower band has a functional purpose in providing a
smooth circular surface onto which the base 14 can be
engaged, as described further below.

[0021] The pewter is soft enough a material to allow
the creation of a raised crest 28 for branding purposes
on one side of the body 12, and a smaller raised area 30
on the opposing side of the cover, which can carry, for
example, product information. The text and images may
be pressed, stamped or otherwise and crafted and pol-
ished.

[0022] The base 12 of the bottle cover is integrally
made from spun pewter, and is a substantially circular
member with a peripheral upstanding flange 32. A circu-
lar dome 34 is provided at the centre of the circular mem-
ber, extending away from a substantially flat surrounding
circular outer 36. The peripheral upstanding flange 32
extends away from the outer circumference of the sub-
stantially flat surrounding circular outer 36, at a curved
transition.

[0023] The inner diameter across the peripheral up-
standing flange 32 of the base is marginally larger than
the outer diameter across the lower band 24 of the body
12. The clearance is small and is intended to be sufficient
to allow the base to be pushed onto the lower end of the
body 12 with a push fit.

[0024] The bottle cover 10is aluxury item and the pew-
ter is dipped in gold, for example, 24 carat gold. An in-
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expensive cover may be spray painted in gold paint, but
this would take away from the intended luxuriousness
and exclusiveness of the product.

[0025] Any suitable malleable and reflective/lustrous
metal or alloy could be used to manufacture the cover.
For example, the metal or metal alloy could be or include:
silver, gold, platinum, or another of the noble metals.
More specifically, the metal alloy could include: brass,
electrum, Dutch metal, duralumin, speculum metal,
bronze, or white gold, for example. These could be hand
crafted, either with or without a further coating. Polishing
could be performed for lustre or a mirrored effect.
[0026] In use, as shown in Figure 3, a bottle of cham-
pagne 38, for example, is placed into the aperture 20 of
the body 12 and inserted through the body until the ta-
pered or conical portion 18 engages against the bottle.
The upper end of the bottle 38 including the wired cork
and neck of the bottle extends above the cover. This part
of the bottle is foiled, and it is envisaged that the foil will
be black foil with a gold band disposed just below the
neck of the bottle, to match the visible bands 22, 26 of
the cover 10.

[0027] The base 14 is pushed onto the bottom of the
body 12 and is bonded on with adhesive. Threading or
engaging detents could be provided in alternative em-
bodiments to retain the base to the body, but any fixing
should be bonded to make it permanent before sale. The
dome 34 in the base 14 is accommodated in the domed
recess or punt in the bottom of the bottle 38. In this way,
when the bottle is picked up by the cover, the bottle does
not drop out of the bottom aperture 20, but is retained in
the cover by the base 14.

[0028] By using gold plated pewter, the cover 10 has
enough structural integrity to support the weight of a bot-
tle of champagne 38 or other sparkling wine. Further-
more, the cover is impervious to light, and so in combi-
nation with the foiled upper end of the bottle, the content
of the bottle is fully protected from light. An advantage of
the gold plating is that the cover 10 is highly reflective
and consequently does not warm up quickly when ex-
posed to sunlight. The metal cover effectively increases
the heat capacity of the bottle, and so in ambient weather
conditions, retains its’ temperature for longer after having
been removed from, for example, a cooler or cellar.
[0029] The embodiments described above are provid-
ed by way of example only, and various changes and
modifications will be apparent to persons skilled in the
art without departing from the scope of the present in-
vention as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A bottle cover (10) for covering the lower part of a
wine bottle, the bottle cover (10) comprising a body
(12) and a base (14), the body (12) having a cylin-
drical portion (16) and a substantially conical portion
(18) extending from one end of the cylindrical portion
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(16), the other end of the cylindrical portion (16) being
open,

the substantially conical portion (18) terminating in
an aperture (20) through which a bottle neck can
extend,

the base (14) being substantially circular and having
a peripheral upstanding flange (32),

both the body (12) and base (14) being made from
metal or metal alloy,

in use, the base (14) being rigidly fastened to the
body (12) for retaining a bottle within the cover (10).

A bottle cover (10) as claimed in claim 1, in which
the base (14) is bonded to the body (12) with adhe-
sive.

A bottle cover (10) as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2,
in which the bottle cover (10) is made from pewter.

Abottle cover (10) as claimedin any preceding claim,
in which the bottle cover (10) is dipped in gold.

A bottle cover (10) as claimed in claim 4, in which
the bottle cover (10) is dipped in 24 carat gold.

Abottle cover (10) as claimedin any preceding claim,
in which atleast part of the surface of the bottle cover
(10) is textured.

A bottle cover (10) as claimed in claim 6, in which
the texture is provided by hammered dents.

Abottle cover (10) as claimed in any preceding claim,
in which the base has a domed central region (34).

Abottle cover (10) as claimedin any preceding claim,
in which a three-dimensional plaque (28) sits proud
of the body portion (12) for displaying indicia formed
in the plaque (28).

A bottle cover (10) as claimed in claim 9, in which a
further three-dimensional plaque (30) sits proud of
the body portion (12) for displaying indicia on the
opposing side of the bottle cover (10) to the first
three-dimensional plaque (28).
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