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(567)  Asurgical stapler end effector comprises a sta-
ple cartridge, an anvil, and a buttress assembly. The sta-
ple cartridge comprises a plurality of staples and a deck.
The staple cartridge is operable to drive the staples
through the deck. The anvil is movable from an open
position toward the staple cartridge to reach a closed

position. The anvil includes an underside having staple
forming surface configured to receive staples driven
through the deck. The buttress assembly comprises a
buttress body and an adhesive material. The adhesive
material comprises a polymer. The polymer is bioabsorb-
able. The polymer comprises a gel.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4

A surgical stapler end effector comprising: a staple
cartridge; an anvil and a buttress assembly, the buttress
assembly comprising an adhesive material comprising a
bioabsorbable polymeric gel;

the gel further including absorbable particulate materials
solving the problem of increasing the viscosity of the gel.

2. claims: 5-20

A surgical stapler end effector comprising: a staple
cartridge; an anvil and a buttress body;

the end effector further comprising an injector operable to
dispense adhesive or a retainer including an injection port;
solving the problem of dispensing adhesive material between
the buttress and the anvil or cartridge of the end effector
without a need to manipulate or uninstall the buttress.
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