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(54) ELEMENT FOR ADJUSTING AND LOCKING BRACELETS

(67)  The present invention refers to a bracelet ad-

justment and blocking element for bracelets usually com-

prised of a strip of textile material, and which are individ-
ual and non-transferable, used, for example, for identifi-
cation or as an entry pass. The present element is made
up of a piece that is usually cylindrical, although it may
have various shapes, as this doesn’t affect the features

10

of the invention. It is through this element that the ends
of the strip that makes up the bracelet are entered, so
that the diameter of the strip is adjusted in the area where
the user places it; afterwards it can’t be readjusted with-
out the strip or the adjustment element being broken,
limiting it to a single user, and making it non-transferable.
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Description

Obiject of the Invention

[0001] More specifically, the present invention refers
to a bracelet adjustment and blocking element for brace-
lets usually comprising a strip of textile material, and
which are individual and non-transferable, used, for ex-
ample, for identification or as an entry pass.

State of the art

[0002] A variety of elements that are used to adjust
and lock bracelets used for identification or as entry pass-
es are known, and therefore form a part of state of the
art. Said adjustment and blocking elements must prevent
users to whom they are delivered and adjusted from be-
ing able to readjust them, take them off, and use them
again.

[0003] These known systems are based on adjustment
elements that are made up of a channel through which
both ends of the textile strip pass, and which, when these
ends are pulled through the adjustment and blocking el-
ement, fix the diameter of the bracelet to the area of the
body where they are placed, keeping it from leaving this
area.

[0004] The usual adjustment and blocking elements
have a single channel through which the ends of the strip
pass, and inside there are catch elements like teeth
placed in the direction of the adjustment of the strip, so
that when someone tries to change the adjustment, the
teeth stick into the strip and it can’t be readjusted or taken
off without breaking.

[0005] This system has the disadvantage that when
the ends of the strip are turned along with the turning of
the adjustment and blocking element, after the strip is
adjusted, the holding effect of the teeth of the element is
eliminated, so the bracelet can be readjusted and re-
moved from its position.

[0006] Tosolve thisproblem, otherelements have add-
ed side entrances to this single channel, so that the strip
is independent at the end that enters the channel, and
the effect created by the turn doesn’t have any effect.
This has been seen to be stopped with the breaking of
the wall that forms one of the openings made in the chan-
nel for one of the ends of the strip to pass through, leaving
it as if it had the shape of the previous case.

[0007] In order to avoid rotation, elements have been
placed outside the channel that cover it and rotate freely
inside it, to avoid the aforementioned turning effect, also
unsuccessfully when the outer piece is pressed and the
previous single channel can be turned.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] The invention is an adjustment and blocking el-
ement for single-use bracelets, so that they are personal
and non-transferable, and so that when someone read-
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justs them, the bracelet or the adjustment element should
break, such as in the case of identification bands or entry
passes. This adjustment and blocking element must pre-
vent the effect of rotation for readjusting them, and pro-
vide safety features without having to add extra manu-
facturing costs.

[0009] The present elementis made up of a piece that
is usually cylindrical, although it may have a variety of
shapes, since this doesn’t affect the features of the in-
vention; the ends of the strip that will form the bracelet
are placed in it, so thatthe diameter of the strip is adjusted
inthe place where the user placesit. It can’t be readjusted
once it is placed there without breaking either the strip
or the adjustment element, limiting the bracelet to a single
user and making it non-transferable.

[0010] In order to achieve this, two independent inner
channels are placed advantageously in said adjustment
and blocking element, at least in one interior section of
the adjustment and blocking element, and preferably
along its entire length. There is one channel for each one
of the ends of the strip to be adjusted, so that along the
entire element there can be no contact between the two
ends of the strip.

[0011] Ineach one of said independent channels there
is a catch mechanism that acts to prevent movement
when one tries to move the strip in the direction opposite
to that of adjustment, that is to say, in the direction that
would give the bracelet greater diameter.

[0012] As it has two entirely independent channels for
each of the ends of the strip that makes up the bracelet,
the manners in which until now it was possible to enlarge
the diameter of the bracelet and be able to take it off
without cutting or destroying the adjustment and blocking
element are removed, since it isn’t possible to rotate the
set of the ends of the strips with respect to the adjustment
and blocking element.

[0013] In this manner, a safe system for preventing
fraud has been achieved, with an easily manufactured
adjustment and blocking element system itself, without
having additional means of pressure or elements that
make the product more expensive.

[0014] Other details and features will be shown in the
course of the following description, referring to the ac-
companying drawings, to illustrate a practical form of the
invention, without limiting it.

Description of the figures

[0015]

Figure 1is a side view of the adjustmentand blocking
element, showing the openings that the ends of the
strip come out of.

Figure 2 is a cross section of the adjustment and
blocking element with a conventional catch system
with teeth, with the strip of the bracelet passed
through it.

Figure 3 is a view from above of the catch system
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as a toothed comb.

Figure 4 is a view of some of the various possible
shapes of the independent channels of the strips.
Figure 5 is a cross section of the adjustment and
blocking element with a conventional catch system
with teeth, with a dividing wall that doesn’t go all
along the length of the adjustment element, and with
the catch system as a comb.

Description of one of the forms of the Invention

[0016] In this preferred form of the invention, as can
be seen in figures 1 to 4, the element (10) is comprised
of a cylindrical body that has two channels (11) as a
lengthwise opening that crosses the entire length of said
cylinder. In alternative forms, this body may have an outer
shape of another kind, whether square, prismatic, spher-
ical, oval, conical, etc. With respect to the materials of
said element, any type of material with sufficient struc-
tural strength to achieve the purpose of the invention can
be used, with the preferred form being a plastic material
that reduced manufacturing costs.

[0017] The channels (11) don’t connect along the
whole length, leaving the strips (12) independent, having
a separating inner wall (17) along the entire length of the
element (10). In alternative forms there is a dividing wall
that doesn’t divide the entire length, but rather a part of
the interior; it also avoids the turning effect because the
catch is in this area, preventing access to cutting and
eliminating this separation in order to be able to carry out
the aforementioned turning effect.

[0018] In the inside of each one of the channels (11)
thereis a catch mechanism with teeth (13) usually located
at different heights and positions on the inner wall of each
channel (11), aimed so that they stick into the strip (12)
when they are moved in the direction opposite to that of
the teeth (13), that is to say, in the direction that makes
the diameter of the bracelet larger.

[0019] The catchingmechanisms are made up of comb
(14) with teeth, which can be made of a variety of mate-
rials (metal, plastic, polyamides, etc.) which ensure the
strength for holding the strip. Said comb (14) is usually
anchored in the outer wall of each channel (11) allowing
passage between said comb (14) with teeth and the di-
viding wall (17). When the user wants to readjust the strip
(12), and tries to move it in the direction opposite to the
direction of the teeth of the comb (14), the teeth stick into
the strip (12), tilting towards the central wall (17) and
pressing against it. This allows cheaper manufacturing
of the element (10) due to the lesser complication of the
piece and its mould, as well as improving security, as the
comb (14) is thicker than the individual teeth (13) and it
is anchored to the inner wall of the element (10) with a
greater surface area of connection to the wall of the chan-
nel, soitis very difficult to be able to cut it and manipulate
it so that it loses its effect.

[0020] Theteeththat make up said comb(14)canhave
aconventional triangular shape, as well as other possible
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shapes (circular, diamond-shaped, etc.)

[0021] In another form, the comb (14) that acts as a
catch mechanism is made up of a paddle without teeth,
which, like the comb with teeth (14), sticks to the strip
(12) when one tries to move the strip (12) in the direction
opposite to that of the paddle that makes up the comb
(14), tilting against the central wall (17) and pressing
against it.

[0022] The opening (15) of each one of the channels
(11) of the adjustment and blocking element (10), may
have a variety of shapes to facilitate the entrance of the
ends (16) of the strip (12). These openings, which usually
have a rectangular section, may alternately have a
curved shape to improve the entering of the ends (16) of
the strip (12), which tends to curve to enter in. It may also
have the usual rectangular section, but with one of its
longer sides curved, while the opposite side remains
straight, creating a sort of semi-circumference that in-
creases the passage section and adds a curved section
that makes it easier to enter the end (16) of the strip (12).
[0023] Having sufficiently described the presentinven-
tion in relation to the attached drawings, it must be un-
derstood that any modifications deemed suitable may be
made as long as they do not alter the essence of the
invention, which is reflected in the attached claims.

Claims

1. "BRACELETADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" of the kind that use an element with an
inner opening for the ends of a strip that forms the
bracelet to pass through and be adjusted. The strip
is usually textile, and the element has a catch mech-
anism inside that prevents readjustment, character-
ised in that the adjustment and blocking element
has two independent inner channels along at least
part of its inner length, each one of the channels
being prepared for one of the ends of the strips to
be adjusted to pass through.

2. "BRACELETADJUSTMENTAND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the first claim, characterised
in that the dividing wall separates the channels
along the entire length of the inner opening of the
adjustment and blocking element.

3. "BRACELETADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the first claim, characterised
in that the catch mechanism is made up of a comb
with teeth that is attached to one of the walls of the
area formed by each independent channel.

4. "BRACELETADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the third claim, characterised
in that the teeth have a triangular, circular, or dia-
mond shape.
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"BRACELET ADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the first claim, characterised

in that the catch mechanism is made up of a comb
without teeth like a paddle, which joins to one of the
walls of the area that each independent channel 5
forms.

"BRACELET ADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the first claim, characterised

in that the opening of the independent channels has 70
a curved shape.

"BRACELET ADJUSTMENT AND BLOCKING EL-
EMENT" according to the first claim, characterised

in that the opening of the independent channels has 75
a curved shape on one longer side, while the other
opposite side is straight.
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