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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a lampshade,
which comprises at least one of an upper ring and a lower
ring, and a covering which is releasably mounted to at
least one of said upper ring and lower ring.

[0002] Suchalampshadeisknownfrom EP 2098 777.
The known lampshade includes an upperring and alower
ring to which the covering is attachable by means of hook
and loop materials. When not in use, the rings and cov-
ering can be detached from each other to reduce space
occupation, saving stock, packaging and delivery cost.
The user can replace the lampshade covering to provide
a different design when desired with the possibility to re-
use the existing rings.

[0003] A conventional lampshade for table lamp, floor
lamp, pendant lamp, ceiling lamp, wall lamp generally
comprises a lampshade frame and a lampshade cover-
ing. The lampshade frame comprises an upper ring and
a lower ring. The upper ring and the lower ring are fas-
tened together, forming the frame. The lampshade cov-
ering is sleeved onto the frame structure and both the
left and right side of the lampshade covering are sewed
or glued together. According to this design, the frame
structure of the lampshade frame can not be disassem-
bled.

[0004] The known lampshade of which the covering is
attached to the rings by means of hook and loop mate-
rials, as described hereinbefore, has several disadvan-
tages. The covering must be positioned to the rings ac-
curately in order to avoid that the rings extend visibly
beyond an upper edge or lower edge of the covering.
Furthermore, during positioning the covering onto the
rings the hook and loop materials tend to adhere to each
other prematurely, which makes accurate positioning dif-
ficult. Besides, the upper and lower ring must have a
relatively large width to receive a strip of hook or loop
material. Therefore, the covering cannot be applied to
conventional thin upper and lower rings which are rela-
tively thin and which often have a circular cross-section.
[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide
a lampshade which takes away the disadvantages as
mentioned hereinbefore.

[0006] This object is achieved with the lampshade ac-
cording to the invention which is characterized in that the
covering comprises a U-shaped connection element in-
cluding cooperating legs between which one of the rings
is engaged.

[0007] An advantage of the lampshade according to
the invention is that the U-shaped connection element
has a well-defined position with respect to the corre-
sponding ring to whichitis engaged. This makes securing
of the covering to the corresponding ring easy and accu-
rately. Furthermore, the ring(s) and the covering can be
shipped separately. In case of lampshades having sep-
arate upper rings and lower rings, the rings as well as
the coverings can be transported in the form of compact
stacked articles. Another advantage of a removable cov-
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ering is that it can be cleaned and placed back to the
ring(s).

[0008] It is noted that the upper ring and/or the lower
ring may be circular, oval, polygonal, square, rectangular,
etc. The upper ring and/or lower ring may have different
shapes and/or different dimensions. For example, the
lampshade may have a frusto-conical configuration. Fur-
thermore, the cross-section of the ring may be circular,
oval, polygonal, square, rectangular, etc. The parts of
the frame may be made of metal or an alternative mate-
rial. The terms upper ring and lower ring mean that there
is a distance between the rings in a direction perpendic-
ular to the planes of the rings. In general, the upper ring
lies above the lower ring when the lampshade is in use.
[0009] In a practical embodiment the lampshade com-
prises an upper ring and a lower ring, wherein the cov-
ering has an upper U-shaped connection element includ-
ing cooperating legs between which the upperring is en-
gaged and a lower U-shaped connection element includ-
ing cooperating legs between which the lower ring is en-
gaged. Ifthe covering has only one U-shaped connection
element and the lampshade has either an upper ring or
a lower ring to which the connection elementis engaged,
the covering may be rather stiff in order to remain in a
desired shape at an upper or lower side thereof which is
not fixed to a ring. The upper and lower ring may be sep-
arate components in order to be able to transport disas-
sembled lampshades efficiently. It is also conceivable
that the upper and lower ring are fixed to each other like
conventional lampshade frames.

[0010] At least one of the legs may be flexible. This
provides the opportunity to increase the width between
the legs during fastening, such that the covering can be
installed manually. Due to the at least one flexible leg
removal of the covering is also easy and possible without
destruction of the covering or the corresponding ring. In
practice, both legs may be flexible.

[0011] Preferably, the connection element is elongate
in circumferential direction of the corresponding ring,
since this provides a continuous attachment between the
ring and the covering in circumferential direction of the
ring. In a practical embodiment the connection element
substantially extends along the entire corresponding
ring.

[0012] Atleastone of the flexible legs may be provided
with a projection facing the opposite leg, which projection
hooks behind the corresponding ring so as to lock the
covering with respect to said ring. This creates a type of
clip or snap fit.

[0013] The connection element may be made of a flex-
ible material, preferably polymerized siloxanes. This
causes an appropriate resistance at relatively low clamp-
ing force.

[0014] In a specific embodiment the covering has an
upper edge and a lower edge which surround respective
openings at opposite sides of the lampshade, and the
covering has end portions between the upper and lower
edge which are located opposite to each other in a direc-
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tion along the upper and lower edges, wherein one of the
end portions is releasably attached to the other end por-
tion.

[0015] The invention is also related to a covering for a
lampshade, comprising a flexible sheet having a first
edge and a second edge which extend opposite to each
other, wherein at least at one of the first edge and the
second edge a U-shaped connection element is provid-
ed, wherein the U-shaped connection element includes
cooperating legs for engagement to an upper ring or a
lower ring of a lampshade, which legs may be directed
away from the sheet, for example perpendicularly to the
sheet. At least one of the legs may be flexible.

[0016] The invention is also related to a kit of lamp-
shade components, comprising at least one of an upper
ring and a lower ring, and a covering, wherein the cov-
ering comprises a flexible sheet having a first edge and
a second edge which extend opposite to each other,
wherein at least at one of the first edge and the second
edge a U-shaped connection element s provided, where-
in the U-shaped connection element includes cooperat-
ing legs for engagement to one of said rings, which legs
may be directed away from the sheet, for example ex-
tending perpendicularly to the sheet. It is also conceiva-
ble that the kit comprises at least one of an upper ring
and a lower ring, and a flexible sheet having a first edge
and a second edge which extend opposite to each other,
and a U-shaped connection element to be attached at
least at one of the first edge and the second edge, where-
in the U-shaped connection element includes cooperat-
ing legs for engagement to one of said rings. In the latter
case the user can attach the U-shaped connection ele-
ment to the covering.

[0017] If the lampshade is marketed as a kit, the pur-
chaser has greater choice as to designs, colours, shape,
etc. It is possible for example, that the user purchases a
kit which is a combination of rings and a covering with a
self-designed printed decor thereon.

[0018] The invention will hereafter be elucidated with
reference to very schematic drawings showing embodi-
ments of the invention by way of example.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
lampshade according to the invention, illustrating the
manner in which a covering is releasably mounted
to an upper ring and a lower ring of the lampshade.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a part
of the lampshade as shown in Fig. 1.

Figs. 3-7 are similar views as Fig. 2, showing alter-
native embodiments.

[0019] Fig. 1 shows an embodiment of a lampshade 1
according to the invention. The lampshade 1 comprises
a circular upper ring 3 and a circular lower ring 4, which
extend in parallel planes. The rings 3, 4 define the shape
of the lampshade 1, in this case a cylindrical shape. The
upper and lower ring 3, 4 have circular cross-sections.
This can be seen in Fig. 2 for the upper ring 3. In this
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case, the upperring 3 and lower ring 4 are separate from
each other, but in an alternative lampshade (not shown)
they may be fixed to each other by means of a frame
structure.

[0020] The lower ring 4 is provided with a central hub
6 which fits over a threaded stud of a supporting lamp
foot (not shown). The central hub 6 can be secured to
the stud by a cap screw, for example. The lower ring 4
is fixed to the central hub 6 by means of three radial arms
which are positioned equiangularly about the centreline
of the lampshade 1. In practice the rings 3, 4 are made
of corrosion resistant material. The shape of the embod-
iment as shown in Fig. 1 is just an example. Numerous
alternative lampshades, varying in shape and dimen-
sions, are conceivable.

[0021] The lampshade 1 as shown in Fig. 1 comprises
a covering 7 which is releasably mounted to the upper
ring 3 and lower ring 4. The covering 7 is made of a
flexible sheet and is used to diffuse the light of a bulb
which is inside the lampshade 1. Fig. 2 shows in detail
in what manner the covering 7 is secured to the upper
ring 3. The covering 7 is provided with a U-shaped con-
nection element 8 which is attached to the sheet of the
covering 7, for example by means of an adhesive. The
U-shaped connection element 8 has flexible legs 9 which
engage the upper ring 3, as shown in Fig. 2. The con-
nection element 8 is made of a flexible material, for ex-
ample polymerized siloxanes. The covering 7 is also pro-
vided with a similar connection element 8 at the lower
ring 4. Both connection elements 8 extend in circumfer-
ential direction of the upper ring 3 and lower ring 4, re-
spectively. The legs 9 of each connection element 8 are
directed away from the sheet of the covering 7 in radial
direction towards the centreline of the lampshade 1.
[0022] In the embodiment as shown in Fig. 2 the legs
9 engage the upper ring 3 by means of clamping. This
causes sufficient friction between the legs 9 and the up-
per ring 3 to hold the covering 7 against the upper ring
3. It is also possible to create a snap fit as illustrated in
the embodiments as shown in Figs. 3-5. In the embodi-
ments as shown in Figs. 4 and 5 the legs 9 are provided
with respective projections 10 facing to each other. The
projections 10 serve to lock the covering 7 at the con-
nection element 8 in radial direction with respect to the
upper and lower rings 3, 4. In the embodiment according
to Fig. 3 end portions of the legs 9 are bent to each other
in order to create a kind of snap fit.

[0023] Fig. 1 shows that the lampshade 1 has a first
edge or upper edge 11 and a second edge or lower edge
12. The upper edge 11 and the lower edge 12 are located
opposite to each other. In the embodiment as shown in
Fig. 1 the upper edge 11 and the lower edge 12 extend
parallel to each other. In assembled condition the upper
edge 11 surrounds an opening at the top side of the lamp-
shade 1 and the lower edge 12 surrounds an opening at
the bottom side of the lampshade 1. The covering 7 has
end portions 13, 14 between the upper and lower edges
11, 12. The end portions 13, 14 are located opposite to
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each otherin a direction along the upper and lower edges
11, 12. If the covering 7 is taken from the upper and lower
rings 3, 4 it has a rectangular shape bordered by the
upper and lower edges 11, 12 and the end portions 13,
14. Fig. 1 shows that the end portion with reference sign
13 is provided with a Velcro strip at the inner side of the
covering 7 which is directed to the centreline of the lamp-
shade 1, whereas the opposite end portion with reference
sign 14 is provided with a cooperating Velcro strip at the
outer side of the covering 7 which is directed in a direction
away from the centreline of the lampshade 1.

[0024] Fig. 6 shows a part of an alternative embodi-
ment of the lampshade 1. This embodiment is substan-
tially similar to the aforesaid embodiments with the ex-
ception that the U-shaped connection elements 8 are se-
cured at inside walls of the upper ring 3 and lower ring
4, respectively. Portions along the upper edge 11 and
the lower edge 12 of the covering 7 are respectively fold-
ed downwards or upwards to force the connection ele-
ments 8 into engagement with the upper ring 3 and the
lower ring 4, respectively.

[0025] Fig. 7 shows a part of still an alternative embod-
iment of the lampshade 1. In this case one of the legs 9
of the U-shaped connection element 8 is secured to the
inner side of the sheet of the covering 7, such that a base
of the U-shaped connection element 8 is directed radially
towards the centreline of the lampshade 1 and the other
leg 9 at the opposite side of the base of the U-shaped
connection element 8 extends in the same direction as
the centreline of the lampshade 1 at a distance from the
sheet of the covering 7.

[0026] The covering 7 may be made of a single sheet,
but it may also have a plurality of sheets. For example,
it may comprise a fabric covered by a light transmissive
film. In assembled condition the fabric may be at the outer
side or the light translucent film may be at the outer side.
[0027] From the foregoing, it will be clear that the in-
vention provides a lampshade with an upper ring, a lower
ring and a covering, which can be assembled and disas-
sembled quickly, easily and accurately.

[0028] The invention is not limited to the embodiments
shown in the drawings and described hereinbefore,
which may be varied in differentmanners within the scope
of the claims and their technical equivalents. For exam-
ple, it is conceivable that the covering is only secured to
either the upper ring or the lower ring. Furthermore the
lampshade may have an alternative shape than cylindri-
cal. The upper and lower rings may be part of an existing
lampshade frame. This enables a customer to cover an
existing frame by a new covering having a desired new
decor, for example.

Claims
1. Alampshade (1), comprising at least one of an upper

ring (3) and a lower ring (4), and a covering (7) which
is releasably mounted to at least one of said upper
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10.

1.

ring (3) and lower ring (4), characterized in that the
covering (7) comprises a U-shaped connection ele-
ment (8) including cooperating legs (9) between
which one of said rings (3, 4) is engaged.

A lampshade (1) according to claim 1, wherein at
least one of the legs (9) is flexible.

A lampshade (1) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the connection element (8) is elongate in circumfer-
ential direction of the corresponding ring (3, 4).

A lampshade (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the connection element (8) substan-
tially extends along the entire corresponding ring (3,
4).

A lampshade (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein atleastone ofthe legs (9) is provided
with a projection (10) facing the opposite leg (9),
which projection (10) hooks behind the correspond-
ing ring (3, 4) so as to lock the covering (7) with re-
spect to said ring (3, 4).

A lampshade (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the connection element (8) is made
of a flexible material, preferably polymerized si-
loxanes.

A lampshade (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the covering (7) has an upper edge
(11) and a lower edge (12) which surround respec-
tive openings at opposite sides of the lampshade (1),
and the covering (7) has end portions (13, 14) be-
tween the upper and lower edge (11, 12) which are
located opposite to each other in a direction along
the upper and lower edges (11, 12), wherein one of
the end portions (13) is releasably attached to the
other end portion (14).

A covering (7) foralampshade (1), comprising a flex-
ible sheet having a firstedge (11) and a second edge
(12) which extend opposite to each other, wherein
at least at one of the first edge (11) and the second
edge (12) a U-shaped connection element (8) is pro-
vided, wherein the U-shaped connection element (8)
includes cooperating legs (9) for engagement to an
upper ring (3) or a lower ring (4) of a lampshade (1).

A covering (7) according to claim 8, wherein the legs
(9) are directed away from the sheet.

A covering (7) according to claim 8 or 9, wherein at
least one of the legs (9) is flexible.

A covering (7) according to one of the claim 8-10,
wherein the connection element (8) is elongate and
extends along at least one of the first edge (11) and
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the second edge (12).

A covering (7) according to one of the claims 8-11,
wherein at least one of the legs (9) is provided with
a projection (10) facing the opposite leg (9).

A covering (7) according to one of the claims 8-12,
wherein the connection element (8) is made of a flex-
ible material, preferably polymerized siloxanes.

A kit of lampshade components, comprising at least
one of an upper ring (3) and a lower ring (4), and a
covering (7), wherein the covering (7) comprises a
flexible sheet having a first edge (11) and a second
edge (12) which extend opposite to each other,
wherein at least at one of the first edge (11) and the
second edge (12) a U-shaped connection element
(8) is provided, wherein the U-shaped connection
element (8) includes cooperating legs (9) forengage-
ment to one of said rings (3, 4), or wherein the kit
comprises at least one of an upper ring (3) and a
lower ring (4), and a flexible sheet having a first edge
(11) and a second edge (12) which extend opposite
to each other, and a U-shaped connection element
(8) to be attached at least at one of the first edge
(11) and the second edge (12), wherein the U-
shaped connection element (8) includes cooperating
legs (9) for engagement to one of said rings (3, 4).

A kit according to claim 14, wherein the legs (9) are
directed away from the sheet.
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