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(57)  An apparatus (100) includes a bathrobe (102)
having a vertically-extending placket (112) extending
along a front section of the bathrobe (102), and the ver-
tically-extending placket (112) is configured to allow the
bathrobe to be put on or removed by a user (900). An
elongated towel assembly (118) is fixedly coupled to the
bathrobe (102). The elongated towel assembly (118) ver-
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tically hangs from and extends along any one of (A) a
left-side vertically extending portion, (B) a right-side ver-
tically extending portion, and (C) the left-side vertically
extending portion and the right-side vertically extending
portion of the bathrobe (102) in such a way that the ver-
tically-extending placket (112) is available for usage by
the user (900).

106

132

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 3 183 982 A1 2

Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This document relates to the technical field of
(and is not limited to) an apparatus including a bathrobe
and an elongated towel assembly fixedly coupled to the
bathrobe.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A towel is a piece of absorbent fabric used for
drying or wiping the body or a surface. It draws moisture
through direct contact, often using a blotting or a rubbing
motion. A bathrobe is made from towelling or other ab-
sorbent textile, and may be donned while the wearer’'s
body is wet, serving both as a towel and an informal gar-
ment.

SUMMARY

[0003] It will be appreciated that there exists a need to
mitigate (at least in part) at least one problem associated
with the existing bathrobes (also called the existing tech-
nology). After much study of the known systems and
methods with experimentation, an understanding of the
problem and its solution has been identified and is artic-
ulated as follows:

[0004] Hotel towels are generally washed excessively
and even further disinfected, with special chemicals and
sophisticated equipment. However, some hotel guests
may still wonder and feel a little uncomfortable to use
these towels for their faces and hair, because the towels
may have been used in inappropriate ways by previous
guests and/or by housekeeping staff (such as rubbing
the towels on genital areas, etc.).

[0005] What is needed is an apparatus that substan-
tially prevents the usage of a towel in such a way that
the user of the towel feels comfortable about using the
towel because the towel is not likely to be used in inap-
propriate ways by previous guests and/or by housekeep-
ing, etc.

[0006] To mitigate, atleastin part, atleast one problem
associated with the existing technology, there is provided
(in accordance with a major aspect) an apparatus. The
apparatus includes a bathrobe having a vertically-ex-
tending placket extending along a front section (front por-
tion) of the bathrobe, and the vertically-extending placket
is configured to allow the bathrobe to be put on or re-
moved by a user. An elongated towel assembly is fixedly
coupled to the bathrobe. The elongated towel assembly
vertically hangs from and extends along any one of (A)
a left-side vertically extending front portion, (B) a right-
side vertically extending front portion, and (C) the left-
side vertically extending front portion and the right-side
vertically extending front portion of the bathrobe in such
a way that the vertically-extending placket is available to
the user.
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[0007] In this arrangement, the elongated towel as-
sembly is affixed to the bathrobe and, therefore, it is less
likely that the elongated towel assembly would have been
used in inappropriate ways by previous guests and/or by
housekeeping (such as rubbing the towels on genital ar-
eas, etc.).

[0008] To mitigate, atleastin part, atleast one problem
associated with the existing technology, there is provided
(in accordance with a major aspect) an apparatus. The
apparatus includes a bathrobe. The bathrobe includes a
yoke section surrounding, atleastin part, a neck opening
configured to receive the neck of a user. A front left chest
area extends below the yoke section. The front left chest
area is configured to be positioned on the front left chest
of the user once the user wears the bathrobe. A front
right chest area extends below the yoke section. The
front right chest area is spaced apart from the front left
chest area. The front right chest area is configured to be
positioned on the front right chest of the user once the
user wears the bathrobe. A vertically-extending placket
extends below the yoke section. The vertically-extending
placket physically separates the front left chest area and
the front right chest area. In addition, the vertically-ex-
tending placket physically separates the right skirt area
and the left skirt area located or positioned below the
belt). The vertically-extending placket has a left portion
bordering the front left chest area and also has a right
portion bordering the front right chest area. In addition,
the left portion borders the front left skirt area, and the
right portion borders the front right skirt area. An elon-
gated towel assembly is fixedly coupled to the bathrobe.
The elongated towel assembly is vertically aligned along
a vertical length of the vertically-extending placket. More
preferably, the elongated towel assembly is vertically
aligned along a vertical length of the vertically-extending
placket. The elongated towel assembly does not extend
(in length) and reach any one of (A) the front left skirt
area, (B) the front right skirt area, and (C) the front left
skirt area and the front right skirt area. Generally, the
elongated towel assembly vertically hangs along any one
of (A) the left portion, (B) the right portion, and (C) the
left portion and the right portion of the vertically-extending
placket (on opposite sides thereof). In accordance with
a preferred embodiment, there is a first instance of the
elongated towel assembly that vertically hangs along the
left portion of the vertically-extending placket, and there
is a second instance of the elongated towel assembly
that vertically hangs along the right portion of the verti-
cally-extending placket. The elongated towel assembly
extends, at least in part, along any one of (A) the front
left chest area, (B) the front right chest area, and (C) the
front left chest area and the front right chest area. Once
the bathrobe is worn by the user, the user may grasp and
use the elongated towel assembly (such as, for drying
the hair, the head, the neck and/or the face of the user).
[0009] Other aspects are identified in the claims.
[0010] Other aspects and features of the non-limiting
embodiments may now become apparent to those skilled
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in the art upon review of the following detailed description
of the non-limiting embodiments with the accompanying
drawings.

BREIF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The non-limiting embodiments may be more ful-
ly appreciated by reference to the following detailed de-
scription of the non-limiting embodiments when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 depict a front view and a rear view
(respectively) of an embodiment of an apparatus in-
cluding a bathrobe;

FIG. 3 depicts a detailed partial front view of an em-
bodiment of the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 depict front views of an embodi-
ment of the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 depicts a front view of an embodiment of the
apparatus of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 7 depicts a perspective view of an embodiment
of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

[0012] The drawings are not necessarily to scale and
may be illustrated by phantom lines, diagrammatic rep-
resentations and fragmentary views. In certain instances,
details unnecessary for an understanding of the embod-
iments (and/or details that render other details difficult to
perceive) may have been omitted.

[0013] Corresponding reference characters indicate
corresponding components throughout the several fig-
ures of the drawings. Elements in the several figures are
illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not been
drawn to scale. The dimensions of some of the elements
in the figures may be emphasized relative to other ele-
ments for facilitating an understanding of the various dis-
closed embodiments. In addition, common, but well-un-
derstood, elements that are useful or necessary in com-
mercially feasible embodiments are often not depicted
to provide a less obstructed view of the embodiments of
the present disclosure.

LISTING OF REFERENCE NUMERALS USED IN THE
DRAWINGS

[0014]

100  apparatus

102  bathrobe

104  yoke section

106  neck opening

108 front left chest area

110  front right chest area

112 vertically-extending placket
114  left portion

116  right portion

118  elongated towel assembly
120  belt
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122  loops

124  collar

126  neckline

128 armholes

130 arm

132  cuff

134  stitches

136  front left skirt area
138  frontright skirt area
900 user

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE NON-LIMITING
EMBODIMENT(S)

[0015] The following detailed description is merely ex-
emplary and is not intended to limit the described em-
bodiments or the application and uses of the described
embodiments. As used, the word "exemplary" or "illus-
trative" means "serving as an example, instance, or illus-
tration." Any implementation described as "exemplary"
or "illustrative" is not necessarily to be construed as pre-
ferred or advantageous over other implementations. All
of the implementations described below are exemplary
implementations provided to enable persons skilled in
the art to make or use the embodiments of the disclosure
and are not intended to limit the scope of the disclosure.
The scope of the invention is defined by the claims. For
the description, the terms "upper,” "lower," "left," "rear,"
"right," "front," "vertical," "horizontal," and derivatives
thereof shall relate to the examples as oriented in the
drawings. There is no intention to be bound by any ex-
pressed or implied theory in the preceding Technical
Field, Background, Summary or the following detailed
description. It is also to be understood that the devices
and processes illustrated in the attached drawings, and
described in the following specification, are exemplary
embodiments (examples), aspects and/or concepts de-
fined in the appended claims. Hence, dimensions and
other physical characteristics relating to the embodi-
ments disclosed are not to be considered as limiting, un-
less the claims expressly state otherwise. Itis understood
that the phrase "at least one" is equivalent to "a". The
aspects (examples, alterations, modifications, options,
variations, embodiments and any equivalent thereof) are
described regarding the drawings. It should be under-
stood that the invention is limited to the subject matter
provided by the claims, and that the invention is not lim-
ited to the particular aspects depicted and described.
[0016] FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 depict a front view and a rear
view (respectively) of an embodiment of an apparatus
100 including a bathrobe 102.

[0017] In accordance with a first general embodiment
as depicted in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 (and in accordance with
the embodiments depicted in all of the FIGS.), the appa-
ratus 100 includes (and is not limited to) a bathrobe 102
having a vertically-extending placket 112 extending
along a front section of the bathrobe 102. The vertically-
extending placket 112 is configured to allow the bathrobe
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102 to be put on or removed by a user. The bathrobe 102
also includes an elongated towel assembly 118 fixedly
coupled to the bathrobe 102. The elongated towel as-
sembly 118 vertically hangs from and extends along any
one of (A) a left-side vertically extending front portion,
(B) aright-side vertically extending front portion, and (C)
the left-side vertically extending front portion and a right-
side vertically extending front portion of the bathrobe 102
in such a way that the vertically-extending placket 112 is
available to the user.

[0018] In accordance with a second general embodi-
ment as depicted in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 (and in accordance
with the embodiments depicted in all of the FIGS.), the
apparatus 100 includes (and is not limited to) the bath-
robe 102, in which the bathrobe 102 includes a synergis-
tic combination of a yoke section 104 (also depicted in
FIG. 5), a front left chest area 108 (also depicted in FIG.
3 and FIG. 5), a front right chest area 110 (also depicted
in FIG. 3 and FIG. 5), a vertically-extending placket 112,
and an elongated towel assembly 118.

[0019] The bathrobe 102 is also called a dressing
gown, a morning gown, a housecoat, or a robe. Prefer-
ably, the bathrobe 102 is made from towelling and/or oth-
er absorbent textile. More preferably, the bathrobe 102
is configured to be donned (worn) while the user’s (wear-
er’s) body is wet, thereby serving both as a towel and an
informal garment. Preferably, the bathrobe 102, in use,
forms a loose fitting, open-fronted garment that is closed
with a belt 120 (fabric belt) threaded through loops 122
(as depicted in FIG. 3) attached to the waistline (waist
area) of the bathrobe 102. The bathrobe 102 may include
any suitable textile material (fabric), such as: (A) cotton
(suited to use in hot climates because cotton tends to
absorb perspiration), (B) silk (not particularly suited to
wet environments and not usually used after bathing),
(C) microfiber (improved breathability and water absorp-
tion), (D) wool (for colder climates), and/or (E) nylon (for
easier cleaning). The bathrobe 102 may include any suit-
able type and/or shape of weave, such as: (A) flannel
(made from loosely spun yarn, such as cotton or wool),
(B) terry (a pile fabric woven of cotton, with uncut loops
on both sides, in which longer and denser loops are more
absorbent), (C) velour (a fabric with cut loops for an im-
proved coziness and softness), (D) waffle (provides a
distinctive grid-like appearance), and/or (E) pique (a type
of waffle weave that may be applied to cotton, velour,
silk, and other fabrics). The bathrobe 102 may include a
collar 124 positioned around the neckline 126 (as depict-
ed in FIG. 2, FIG. 4 and FIG. 5). It will be appreciated
that the embodiment as depicted in FIG. 1 is such that
the bathrobe 102 includes the collar 124. FIG. 2 and FIG.
3 depict the collar 124 removed (for an improved view of
the bathrobe 102). The collar 124 has any suitable type
and/or shape (or may include no collar, as depicted in
FIG. 4 and FIG. 5), such as: (A) a shawl collar (this collar
closes about the neck just like a shawl), (B) a kimono
collar (a kimono style robe has no collar per se, and may
provide more comfort to the wearer in warmer weather),
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and/or (C) ahooded collar (a hood is sewn into the neck-
line, which can be worn over the head to keep the head
warm and help dry wet hair). Generally, the collar 124 is
apart ofthe bathrobe 102 that encompasses the neckline
of the bathrobe 102 so as to fold or roll over the neckline
of the bathrobe 102.

[0020] The yokesection 104 surrounds (atleastin part)
a neck opening 106 configured to receive the neck of a
user 900 (for instance, as depicted in FIG. 7).

[0021] Preferably, the yoke section 104 includes a
shaped pattern piece that forms part of the bathrobe 102,
and is fitted around the neck and shoulders. The yoke
section 104 is configured to provide support for looser
parts of the bathrobe 102, such as a gathered skirt, etc.
Preferably, the yoke section 104 includes a horizontally
aligned piece of fabric positioned proximate to the shoul-
ders (of the user). The yoke section 104 extends between
each of the armholes 128 (defined by the bathrobe 102,
and as depicted in FIG. 3) and the collar 124 (between
a length extending from shoulder to shoulder). The arm-
holes 128 are an opening in the bathrobe 102 in which
respective instances of an arm 130 are sewn (attached)
thereto. Preferably, a cuff 132 (a fold or band serving as
a trimming or finish) is positioned at the bottom of the
arm 130 (and is affixed thereto). Generally, the yoke sec-
tion 104 includes a shaped piece of fabric fitted about or
below the neck section and/or the shoulder section of the
bathrobe 102, from which the remaining sections of the
bathrobe 102 may hang therefrom. It will be appreciated
that the yoke section 104 may be split in two, and is then
called the split yoke.

[0022] The front left chest area 108 extends below the
yoke section 104. The front left chest area 108 is config-
ured to be positioned on the front left chest of the user
900 once the user 900 wears the bathrobe 102 (for in-
stance, as depicted in FIG. 7).

[0023] The front right chest area 110 extends below
the yoke section 104. The front right chest area 110 is
spaced apart from the front left chest area 108. The front
right chest area 110 is configured to be positioned on the
front right chest of the user 900 once the user 900 wears
the bathrobe 102 (for instance, as depicted in FIG. 7).
[0024] The vertically-extending placket 112 extends
below the yoke section 104. The vertically-extending
placket 112 may be called a parting line. The vertically-
extending placket 112 physically separates the front left
chest area 108 and the front right chest area 110. In ad-
dition, the vertically-extending placket 112 physically
separates the front left skirt area 136 and the front right
skirt area 138. The vertically-extending placket 112 has
a left portion 114 (as depicted in FIG. 3) bordering the
front left chest area 108 and also has a right portion 116
(as depictedin FIG. 3) bordering the front right chest area
110.

[0025] Preferably, the vertically-extending placket 112
defines an opening in the upper front part of the bathrobe
102. The vertically-extending placket 112 is configured
to allow the bathrobe 102 to be put on or removed by the
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user. The vertically-extending placket 112 may include
one or more layers of fabric (to give support and strength
to the placket fabric because the vertically-extending
placket 112 may be subjected to stress when the bath-
robe 102 is worn). The two sides of the vertically-extend-
ing placket 112 may overlap.

[0026] The elongated towel assembly 118 is fixedly
coupled to the bathrobe 102. The elongated towel as-
sembly 118 is vertically aligned along a vertical length of
the vertically-extending placket 112. The elongated towel
assembly 118 extends (drapes), at least in part, along
any one of (A) the front left chest area 108, (B) the front
right chest area 110, and (C) the front left chest area 108
and the front right chest area 110. Preferably, two in-
stances of the elongated towel assembly 118 extends
(drapes), at least in part, along the front left chest area
108 and the front right chest area 110, respectively. The
elongated towel assembly 118 vertically hangs along any
one of (A) the left portion 114, (B) the right portion 116,
and (C) the left portion 114 and the right portion 116 of
the vertically-extending placket 112.

[0027] Preferably, the elongated towel assembly 118
is used for drying the hair and face (of the user) without
the need for extra towels (towels that are separate from
the bathrobe 102).

[0028] Preferably, the elongated towel assembly 118
includes a piece of absorbent fabric used for drying or
wiping the head, the face and the hair (that is, the upper
parts of) of the user. The elongated towel assembly 118
is configured to draw moisture through direct contact by
using a blotting or a rubbing motion. The elongated towel
assembly 118 may be made from cotton, rayon, bamboo,
non-woven fibers, and other materials (and any equiva-
lent thereof). In accordance with a preferred embodi-
ment, the elongated towel assembly 118 includes a pleat-
ed towel (a towel having a pleat). The pleat includes a
single fold, a double fold and/or multiple folds that are
formed (to be formed) in the elongated towel assembly
118. The pleat is, preferably, held in position by stitching
inserted along the elongated towel assembly 118. In ac-
cordance with a more preferred embodiment, the elon-
gated towel assembly 118 includes pleated towels affixed
(attached) along the shoulder seams located on both
sides of the shoulder sections of the bathrobe 102, and
the pleated towels extend vertically downward and are
positioned on opposite sides of the vertically-extending
placket 112. It will be appreciated that the pleats gives
the towel more width (at one end of the towel), if desired.
More preferably, the elongated towel assembly 118 is
positioned, at least in part, under the collar 124.

[0029] Inaccordance with a preferred embodiment, the
bathrobe 102 includes spaced apart instances of the
elongated towel assembly 118 fixedly attached to the
yoke section 104 (the shoulder sections) and extend
down over the front chest portions of the bathrobe 102.
Preferably, one instance of the elongated towel assembly
118is attached onto the right shoulder portion of the bath-
robe 102 and another instance of the elongated towel
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assembly 118 is attached onto the left shoulder portion
of the bathrobe 102. Preferably, the elongated towel as-
sembly 118 extends just below the belt 120 in such away
that (A) the length of the elongated towel assembly 118
is short enough so that they do not go below the waistline
that is located on the front or the back of the body of the
user, and/or (B) the length of the elongated towel assem-
bly 118 is long enough so that it may be lifted up and
used to dry the hair (the neck, the face or upper part of
the body) with a free and wide range of circular or back-
and-forth movements by the hand of the user.

[0030] Once the bathrobe 102 is worn by the user 900
(as depicted in FIG. 7), the user 900 may grasp (with the
user’s hand) and use the elongated towel assembly 118
for drying the head, the face, the neck, and/or the hair.
[0031] In addition, the bathrobe 102 may reduce the
need for separate (detached) towels that match style of
the bathrobe 102.

[0032] Forinstance, many hotel guests use more tow-
els than they actually need, and sometimes the guests
throw the towels on the floors, etc. By having the elon-
gated towel assembly 118 attached to the bathrobe 102,
fewer head-drying towels may be provided to the guests
or may require cleaning (thereby lowering cleaning costs
for the hotel). For instance, the hotel manager may pro-
vide a good presentation of the bathrobe 102 in a folded
state along with a thank-you note to the guests for helping
the environment by using the elongated towel assembly
118 attached to the bathrobe 102 (guests may be less
inclined or motivated to simply toss the towel onto the
floor after each use). The bathrobe 102 helps reduce the
cleaning and disinfecting expenses of the hotel, not to
mention less environmentally harmful waste (by using
less detergents for cleaning towels and robes).

[0033] Hotel towels are generally washed excessively
and even further disinfected, with special chemicals and
sophisticated equipment. However, some hotel guests
may still wonder and feel a little uncomfortable to use
these towels for their faces and hair, because they might
have been used ininappropriate ways by previous guests
and/or by housekeeping. The elongated towel assembly
118 that is attached to the bathrobe 102 makes it rela-
tively difficult to use the elongated towel assembly 118
for areas other than face and head (this may provide
some hotel guests with peace of mind).

[0034] For the domestic case (use), especially in rela-
tively larger families with limited bathroom space, less
hooks may be needed. For example, a family of four may
have their face towels, head towels, and bathrobes hung
to four hooks, and no additional hooks may be needed.
Even after washing hands, the family members may use
the towels attached to their own instance of the bathrobe
102. If the family has a guest staying over, just one in-
stance of the bathrobe 102 may be sufficientfor the needs
of the guest (for drying the body, the head, the hair, the
face, and/or the hands (when needed as such). Perhaps
what may be needed is then an additional robe-hanging
hook for the guest.
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[0035] FIG. 3 depicts a detailed partial front view of an
embodiment of the apparatus 100 of FIG. 1.

[0036] Inaccordance withthe embodiment as depicted
in FIG. 3, the collar 124 (as depicted in FIG. 1) is not
shown or installed to the bathrobe 102. In accordance
with the embodiment as depicted in FIG. 3, the elongated
towel assembly 118 is fixedly attached to the yoke section
104 by the stitches 134 (also depicted in FIG. 5). Gen-
erally, the instances of the elongated towel assembly 118
are affixed to the bathrobe 102 along the stitches 134.
Preferably, the stitches 134 are spatially aligned along
the top shoulder section of the bathrobe 102, extending
on opposite sides of the yoke section 104 of the bathrobe
102.

[0037] Preferably, a length of the elongated towel as-
sembly 118 extends just below the belt 120. The length
of the elongated towel assembly 118 depends on the
vertical length of the bathrobe 102.

[0038] FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 depict front views of an em-
bodiment of the apparatus 100 of FIG. 1.

[0039] In accordance with the embodiments as depict-
ed in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the bathrobe 102 includes no
collar thereby revealing the neckline 126 of the bathrobe
102.

[0040] Inaccordance with the embodiment as depicted
in FIG. 4, the instances of the elongated towel assembly
118 are positioned on (and drape or extend along) op-
posite frontal chest sections of the bathrobe 102 (in which
this is called the normal or operative position of the elon-
gated towel assembly 118).

[0041] Inaccordance with the embodiment as depicted
in FIG. 5, the instances of the elongated towel assembly
118 are affixed to the bathrobe 102 along the stitches
134. Preferably, the stitches 134 are spatially aligned
along the top shoulder section of the bathrobe 102, ex-
tending on opposite sides of the yoke section 104 of the
bathrobe 102. The instances of the elongated towel as-
sembly 118 are depicted as lifted away from the bathrobe
102 to better depict the view of the stitches 134.

[0042] FIG. 6 depicts a front view of an embodiment
of the apparatus 100 of FIG. 1.

[0043] Inaccordance with the embodiment as depicted
in FIG. 6, the collar 124 is relatively wider (compared to
other embodiments of the bathrobe 102 as depicted in
other FIGS.), in which the collar 124 may cover up (at
least in part) the elongated towel assembly 118 at the
shoulder sections of the bathrobe 102 (from the neckline
126 to the armholes 128 that are positioned or formed
on both sides of the bathrobe 102).

[0044] FIG. 7 depicts a perspective view of an embod-
iment of the apparatus 100 of FIG. 1.

[0045] Inaccordance with the embodiment as depicted
in FIG. 7, thereis a single instance of the elongated towel
assembly 118 that is fixedly coupled to the bathrobe 102.
The elongated towel assembly 118 vertically hangs from
and extends along the left-side vertically extending front
portion of the bathrobe 102. This is done in such a way
that the vertically-extending placket 112 is available for
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usage by the user 900. It will be appreciated that in ac-
cordance with a preferred embodiment, two instances of
the elongated towel assembly 118 are positioned on both
sides of the frontal section of the bathrobe, and are both
affixed to the respective sides of the shoulder section of
the bathrobe 102.

[0046] It will be appreciated that persons skilled in the
art would know that technical features of each embodi-
ment may be deployed (where possible) in other embod-
iments even if not expressly stated as such above. It will
be appreciated that persons skilled in the art would know
that other options would be possible for the configuration
of the components of the apparatus 100 (if so desired)
to adjust to manufacturing requirements and still remain
within the scope of the invention as described in at least
one or more of the claims. This written description uses
examples to disclose the invention, including the best
mode, and also to enable any person skilled in the art to
make and use the invention. The patentable scope of the
invention is defined by the claims, and may include other
examples that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other
examples are within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal lan-
guage of the claims, or if they include equivalent struc-
tural elements with insubstantial differences from the lit-
eral language of the claims.

[0047] It may be appreciated that the assemblies and
modules described above may be connected with each
other as required to perform desired functions and tasks
within the scope of persons of skill in the art to make such
combinations and permutations without having to de-
scribe each and every one in explicit terms. There is no
particular assembly or component that may be superior
to any of the equivalents available to the person skilled
in the art. There is no particular mode of practicing the
disclosed subject matter that is superior to others, so long
as the functions may be performed. It is believed that all
the crucial aspects of the disclosed subject matter have
been provided in this document. Itis understood that the
scope of the present invention is limited to the scope
provided by the independent claim(s), and it is also un-
derstood that the scope of the present invention is not
limited to: (i) the dependent claims, (ii) the detailed de-
scription of the non-limiting embodiments, (iii) the sum-
mary, (iv) the abstract, and/or (v) the description provided
outside of this document (that is, outside of the instant
application as filed, as prosecuted, and/or as granted).
It is understood, for this document, that the phrase "in-
cludes" is equivalent to the word "comprising." The fore-
going has outlined the non-limiting embodiments (exam-
ples). The description is made for particular non-limiting
embodiments (examples). It is understood that the non-
limiting embodiments are merely illustrative as exam-
ples.
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1. An apparatus, comprising:

a bathrobe having a vertically-extending placket
extending along a front section of the bathrobe,
and the front section having a left-side vertically
extending front portion and a right-side vertically
extending front portion, and the vertically-ex-
tending placket being configured to allow the
bathrobe to be put on or removed by a user; and
an elongated towel assembly fixedly coupled to
the bathrobe, and the elongated towel assembly
being configured to vertically hang from and ex-
tend along any one of (A) the left-side vertically
extending front portion, (B) the right-side verti-
cally extending front portion, and (C) the left-side
vertically extending front portion and the right-
side vertically extending front portion in such a
way thatthe vertically-extending placket is avail-
able for usage by the user.

2. An apparatus, comprising:

a bathrobe, including:

a yoke section surrounding, at least in part,
a neck opening configured to receive the
neck of a user; and

a front left chest area extending below the
yoke section; and

the front left chest area being configured to
be positioned on a front left chest of the user
once the user wears the bathrobe; and

a front right chest area extending below the
yoke section; and

the frontright chest area being spaced apart
from the front left chest area; and the front
right chest area being configured to be po-
sitioned on a front right chest of the user
once the user wears the bathrobe; and

a front left skirt area positioned below the
front right chest area; and

a front right skirt area positioned below the
front left chest area; and

a vertically-extending placket (parting line)
extending below the yoke section; and

the vertically-extending placket physically
separating the front left chest area and the
front right chest area; and

the vertically-extending plackethaving aleft
portion bordering the front left chest area;
and

the vertically-extending placket having a
right portion bordering the front right chest
area; and

the left portion bordering the front left skirt
area; and
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the right portion bordering the frontright skirt
area; and

an elongated towel assembly being fixedly
coupled to the bathrobe; and

the elongated towel assembly being verti-
cally aligned along a vertical length of the
vertically-extending placket; and

the elongated towel assembly being config-
ured to vertically hang along any one of (A)
the left portion, (B) the right portion, and (C)
the left portion and the right portion of the
vertically-extending placket; and

the elongated towel assembly extending
(draping), at least in part, along any one of
(A) the front left chest area, the front right
chest area, and (C) the front left chest area
and the front right chest area; and

the elongated towel assembly does not ex-
tend and reach any one of (A) the front left
skirt area, (B) the front right skirt area, and
(C) the front left skirt area and the front right
skirt area; and

whereby once the bathrobe is worn by the
user, the user may grasp and use the elon-
gated towel assembly.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly vertically hangs
from and extends along any one of (A) a left-
side vertically extending portion, (B) a right-side
vertically extending portion, and (C) the left-side
vertically extending portion and the right-side
vertically extending portion of the bathrobe in
such a way that the vertically-extending placket
is available for usage by the user.

4. The apparatus of any one of claim 2 and claim 3,
wherein:

the bathrobe, in use, forms a loose fitting, open-
fronted garment that is closed with a belt thread-
ed through loops attached to a waist area of the
bathrobe.

5. The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3 and
claim 4, wherein:

the bathrobe includes a collar positioned around
a neckline of the bathrobe.

6. The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4 and claim 5, wherein:

the yoke sectionincludes a shaped pattern piece
that forms part of the bathrobe, and is fitted
around the neck and shoulders; and

the yoke section is configured to provide support



7.

8.

10.

1.

12.

13 EP 3 183 982 A1 14

for looser parts of the bathrobe; and

the yoke section includes a horizontally aligned
piece of fabric positioned proximate to the shoul-
der sections of the bathrobe; and

the yoke section extends from shoulder to shoul-
der of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5 and claim 6, wherein:

the vertically-extending placket defines an
opening in an upper front part of the bathrobe;
and

the vertically-extending placket is configured to
allow the bathrobe to be put on or removed by
the user.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6 and claim 7, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly includes a pleat-
ed towel having a pleat formed in the elongated
towel assembly; and

the pleated towel is held in position by stitching
inserted along, at least in part, the elongated
towel assembly.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7 and claim 8, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly includes pleated
towels.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8 and claim 9,
wherein:

the elongated towel assembly includes pleated
towels affixed along the shoulder seams located
on both sides of the shoulder sections of the
bathrobe; and

the pleated towels extend vertically downward
and are positioned on opposite sides of the ver-
tically-extending placket.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9 and claim
10, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly is positioned, at
least in part, under a collar of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10 and claim 11, wherein:

the bathrobe includes spaced apart instances
of the elongated towel assembly being fixedly
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13.

attached to the yoke section and extending
down over the front section of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

a firstinstance of the elongated towel assembly
is attached onto a right shoulder portion of the
bathrobe; and

a second instance of the elongated towel as-
sembly is attached onto a left shoulder portion
of the bathrobe.

14. The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim

4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11 and claim 12, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly extends just be-
low a belt of the bathrobe in such a way that a
length of the elongated towel assembly is short
enough so that the elongated towel assembly
does not go below the waistline of the bathrobe
located on the front of the body of the user wear-
ing the bathrobe.

15. The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim

16.

17.

18.

4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12 and claim 14, wherein:

the elongated towel assembly extends just be-
low a belt of the bathrobe in such a way that a
length of the elongated towel assembily is long
enough so that the front left chest area may be
lifted up and used to dry the hair of the user with
movements of the hand of the user.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12, claim 14 and claim 15, where-
in:

a length of the elongated towel assembly ex-
tends just below a belt of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12, claim 14, claim 15 and claim
16, wherein:

instances of the elongated towel assembly are
positioned on and drape along opposite frontal
chest sections of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12, claim 14, claim 15, claim 16
and claim 17, wherein:

instances of the elongated towel assembly are
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affixed to the bathrobe along stitches; and

the stitches are spatially aligned along a top
shoulder section of the bathrobe, extending on
opposite sides of the yoke section of the bath-
robe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12, claim 14, claim 15, claim 16,
claim 17 and claim 18, wherein:

the bathrobe includes a collar configured to cov-
er up, at least in part, the elongated towel as-
sembly at the shoulder sections of the bathrobe
from a neckline to armholes positioned on both
sides of the bathrobe.

The apparatus of any one of claim 2, claim 3, claim
4, claim 5, claim 6, claim 7, claim 8, claim 9, claim
10, claim 11, claim 12, claim 14, claim 15, claim 16,
claim 17, claim 18 and claim 19, wherein:

a single instance of the elongated towel assem-
bly that is fixedly coupled to the bathrobe; and
the elongated towel assembly vertically hangs
from and extends along a left-side vertically ex-
tending portion of the bathrobe in such a way
that the vertically-extending placket is available
for usage by the user.
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